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LIST OF ERRATA. 

Page 10, line 4 from the top, dele upon him, at the beginning of the line. 

16, in the margin^/of A. H. 137, read 145, and for A. D. 755, read 762. 
37, 1.7 from the top, for humcsne, read hurricane. ' 

113, 17 from the top, for susceeded, read succeeded. 

179, lower line but one, for his, read is. 

187, 7 from the bottom, for seied, read seized- 

208, 4 from ditto, for ordnance, read ordinance. 

216, in the first marginal reference, for A. D. 1553, read 1253. 

Do. in the lower marginal reference,ybr A. D. 1125, read 1255. 

224, 3 from the top, dele in after expedient. 

349, 10 from the top, for this, read thus. 

357, 3 from the top ,for noble, read noblest. 

380, 18 from ditto,/or pros, at the end of the line, read pro. 

384, 4 from the bottom ,for Tvkrkan, read TOran Shah. 

418, 17 from the top, for he, read the 

459, 17 from the bottom, for possible, read possibly. 

475, 14. from the bottom, for firmanent, read firmament. 

510, 14 from the bottom,/or merchanics, read mechanics. 

522, 10 from the bottom, for deemed, read doomed. 

538, 6 from the bottom, for to, read of. 

558, in the 2nd line of the margin, for 67, read 61, 

5(56, 18 from the bottom, for on, read or. 

667, 3 from the bottom, dele under, 

568, 16 from the top, for superintend, read superintending. 

571, 12 from the top, prefix of. 

651, in the bottom line, for flowet, read flower. 

708, 7 from' the top, for than, read to. 
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gates Transoxiana. Alleged transactions between him and one of the Greek emperors. 
Magnanimity. Unworthy treatment and death of the distinguished Vezzeir, Nizam-ul- 
mulk. He dies at Baghdad soon afterwards. His exalted character. /Era established 
during his reigu. Sultan Burguiaurug, 1 Vth of the race of Seljuk. Contest between 
him and his half brother Mahmhd. Whose death puts him in ultimate possession of Is- 
fahaun. Consigns the government of Khorassaun to his brother Sunjur. Hostilities 
with his other brother Mahommed. Accommodation. Hisdeath. Sultan Mahommed, 
Vth of the race of Seljuk. His alleged expedition into India. Death and character. 
Sultan Sunjur, Vlth of the race of Seljuk. Is defeated by the Khaun of Karakbatay. 
Is successful against Alla ud-dein the Ghourian. The Ghuzzian Turks driven into re¬ 
volt against his authority, he becomes their prisoner. After an arduous captivity he 
ultimately effects his escape, but dies shortly afterwards. Great power of the race of 
Seljuk, expires with this monarch. The narrative recedes. Sultan Mahmud, of Hama- 
daun, and Irak Ajem. Sultan Toghrel, of the same. Sultan Mussaoud, of the same. 
Parentage of Kuzzul Arslan, and Jahaun Pehlewaun Mahommed. Combination against 
tbe government of Sultan Mussaoud. Defeated- His subsequent prosperous reigu and 
death. Melek Shah the lid, of Hamadaun and Irak Ajein. Inglorious reign. And death. 
Sultan Mahommed, son of Mahmud. Sultan Suliman Shah. Sultan Arslan. Splendid 
reign. Sultan Toghrel, last of the race of Seljuk in Irak Ajem. Remarkable conjunc¬ 
tion of the planets in his reign. Jealousies between him and Kuzzul Arslan. By whom 
he is expelled from Hamadaun. Is restored on the death of that chief. Khtlugh Ey- 
naunjc invites Tukkesh Khauu of Khaurezm to the invasion of Irak ; which terminates 
in the conquest of that country. The death of Sultan Toghrel, and the extinction of this 
branch of the race of Seljuk Of the Kermaunian branch of tbe same race. First, Kaw- 
erd the son ofTchegher Beg. Second, Sultan Shah! Third, Turan Shall. Fourth, Iran 
Shah. Fifth, Arslan Shah. Sixth, Melek Mahommed. Seventh, Toghrel Shah. Eighth 
and last, Mahommed Shah. Of the Rumian or Anatolian branch of the race of Seljuk. 
First, Suliman the son of Kuttulmesh. Second, Kilidje Arslan. Third, Sultan Miissa- 
oud. Fourth, Shltan Miissioud the Hd. Fifth, Kilidje Arslan the lid. Sixth, Suliman 
the ltd. Seventh, Key Khossrou. Eighth, Key Kawus. Ninth, Key Kobaud. Tenth, 
Key Khossrou the lid. Eleventh, Suliman the Hid. Twelfth, Key Khossrou the Hid. 
Thirteenth, Mussaoud the Hid. Fourteenth, Key Kobaud tbe lid, in whom this branch 
of the family expired under the power of Ghazan Khaun. Error in the preface of the 
first volume, rectified ..... 344 
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in Persian Irak suppressed. War w ith the Isinauilians of Almow ut. Death of Tukkesh 
Khaun. Sultan Mahommed, Vlth of the Khaurezm-shahies. He secures Khorassaun 
against the Ghonrians. Hostilities with Gthkhaun the Karakhatayan. Terminate un¬ 
successfully for Sultan Mahommed. He reduces Ghezneiu. Diverted from an expe¬ 
dition towards Baghdad by impending hostilities with Jengveiz. Incidents which gave 
rise to those hostilities. Indignation of the Moglrhl monarch on the murder of his sub¬ 
jects at Olraur. Sultan Mahommed proceeds towards the Seyhun. Attacks the Mog¬ 
huls under Jfljy Khaun. Is territied and withdraws towards the Oxus. Is persuaded 
to retire into Persian Irak. Is pursued into Mazanderaun. Takes refuge on an Island 
in the Caspian where he dies. Sultan Rokken-ud-dein. Sultan Glicyaulh-ud-dein. 
And Sultan Jullaul ud-dein Mengbernv, the last of the Khaureznisbahies. Adventur¬ 
ous career of Jullaul-ud-dein. Intrepid demeanour on his retreat across the Indus. He 
returns towards Persian Irak. Difficulties in his way. He finally obtains possession of 
Azerbaijaun. Invades Iberia and captures Tcffis. Ilis expeditious inarch from that 
place to Kcrmaun. He is defeated by the Moghuls. Captures Ekhlaut, and punishes 
the garrison for the offence of their governor. He is defeated by the Seljukian .Vultan of 
Anatolia. And finally by the Moghuls in Azerbaijaun. Uncertain termination of his 
life. Total extmcliou of the Khaurezmshahies, with Jullaul-ud-dein. Of the four 
branches of the Atabeks. F.mmaud-uid dein Zengui, 1st of the Atabeks of Mossuie and 
Syria. Second, Nur-ud-dein Mahmud. Third, Melek Salah. Seyf ud-dein,Hd of Mossuie 
and Diarbekir. Kutb ud-dein. Hid of the same. Seyf-ud-dein the lid, IV’th of the 
same. Ezz-ud-dcin Vth of the same. Arslan Shall Vlth of the same, and Ezz-ud-dein 
Mussaoud Vllth and last of the Atabeks of Mossuie ano Diarbekir. Of the Atabeks of 
Azerblijaan. First, Eyldekez. Second, Atabek Mahommed. Third,Atabek Kuzzul Arslan. 
Fourth, Atabek A Ini Bukker. Fifth and last, Atabek Ouzbek. Of the Atabeks ofFarss. 
First Atabek Seglier. Second Atabek Zengui. Third Atabek Tuklah. Fourth Atabek 
Saud. Taken prisoner by Mahommed the Khaurezmian. But released on becoming 
tributary. Fifth Atabek Abu Bukker. Tributary to Hulauku, and the patron of Sheikh 
Sady. Sixth Atabek Malwnmied. Seventh Atabek Mahommed Shah. Eighth Atabek 
Seljuk Shah, last of the male lineofthc Atabeks of Shirauz and Farss, condemned to die 
by order of Hulauku. Ninth Atabek Aeysli, tlie.cousort of Mangu Teymur, the sou of 
Hulauku Khaun. Of the Hazatiraspidc-, or Atabeks of Laristaun. First, rbuTauher. 
Second, Atabek Ilazaurasp. Third, Atabek Tuklah. Fourth, Atabek Alep Arghu. 
Fifth, Atabek Yussuf Shall. Sixth, Atabek Afrasiaub. Seventh, Atabek vlnnea. Eighth, 
Atabek Ytissuf Shall, the lid. Ninth and last of the Hazauraspides, Atabek Afrasiab 
the lid. Of the Karakbatayans in Keruiaun. First Borauk Haujeb, Second Sultan 
Khaujab Hukk. Third Kutb-ud-dein Mahommed. Fourth the princess Kuiiftgh Tiir- 
kan. Fifth Sultan Seyurghetmesh. sixth the princess Padshah Khautun. Seventh 
Sultan MahommedShah. Eighth and last ofthe Karakbatayans of Kermaun, Sultan Shab- 
jahaun. Origin of the race of Muzufiur. First, Ameir Mhzuffer the son of MunsUr. 
Second Ameir Mahommed Made governorof Yezd by Abu A’aeid. Marries the daugh¬ 
ter ofSultan Sliabjahauo the Kermauiuan. Obtains the government of Kermaun ° on 
the reduction of Shirauz. Hostiliries with Ameir Abu Isliack lynju. Finally prouuce 
the siege and reduction of Shirauz, on the part of Ameir Mahommed. Who tails how¬ 
ever in an attempt to capture Isfabaun. That city is ultimately taken by bis nephew. 
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Shah Sultan. Morose behaviour towards that chief. Amcir Mahommed reduces Teb- 
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haub-ud-dein. Fifth and last of the Ghourians, Sultan Mahmud. Is assassinated by 
certain Khorassaunies in the train of Aily Slialr, the brother of Tukkush Kliaun the 
Khaurezmiau. - ... $89 
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and rapid advancement excite the jealousy of the courtiers. Combination to destroy him. 
He escapes to the lake Baljoutah. His succeeding triumphs over all his adversaries. 
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war with Mahommed the Khaurezmiau. State of. Asia at this period - 457 
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and Khojend. Gallant retreat of Teymftr Melek governor of Hie latter place. Setjuel- 
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Producer an insurrection atTebreiz. The expedient is abandoned. His adult SUf ^’ 
excesses occasicn a conspiracy against his government. lie is seized in 1ii s caragautb 
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Eyf&hauman.is repeatedly defeated in his attempts to regain a footing in the Persian pro¬ 
vinces. Death of Togha Teymur Khaun. Troops of tiussun Tchobanny defeated m 
Arabian Irak. That chief is finally assassinated by. his wife. Accession to power of his 
brother Melek Ashrnf. Previous proceedings of that-chief. Who with his uncle joins 
the party of the younger son of Ameir Tchobaum Nous hir van n With and last ot the 
Perso-jenguizian race. Predominant power, and tyranny of Melek Ashruf. His domi¬ 
nions are invaded; and he is finally put to death by the Khaim of Keptchauk. Sultan t 
Aweiss, lid of tbe Eylkhaunians. In. adddition to western Irak obtains possession of 
Azerbaijani. His successful reign-. And death. Sultan Husseyne, Illd-of tbe Eyl¬ 
khaunians. Hostilities with the Turkmauns. Advancement of-Aadel Aga. Who eludes 
the designs of his enemies. Baghdad is seized by a brother of tire Sultan. Recovery 
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Ahmed. Renewal of hostilities with Aadel, who is defeated, and claims the support 
of Shah ShujiaofShirauz. The latter betrays him, but is defeated in his own design against 
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CHAP. I. 


I T may perhaps be made a question, whether it is not a circumstance A. H. 132. 

favorable to the peace, though not to the civil liberties of mankind, A,D ‘ 750 ' 
that in most instances, the foundation of a new dinasty should be 
ordained by providence to be laid in blood: since to this it may 
be owing that, in general, the best, and wisest men shall be reconciled 
to labour on under the more endurable evils and inconveniences of 
despotism and arbitrary power, rather than encounter the horrors and 
atroeities of revolutionary madness. But whatever lessons we may 
derive from such an example, the elevation of the house of Abbas 
would appear to have been attended with circumstances of sangui¬ 
nary ferocity, and deliberate cruelty, that have been seldom surpassed 
in the records of history ; and as it commenced in blood, so it will be 
found, in the sequel, to have terminated its career in the most dread¬ 
ful scenes of havoc and massacre. 

Ally, or as he is very frequently denominated, Abdullah, and 
surnamed Abftl Abbas Seffauh, Ab&l Abbas the sanguinary , was the 
son of Mahommed, the son of Ally, the son of Abdullah, the son of 
Abbas, the brother of Abutauleb, and son of Abdulmutleb. The 
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events which in our former volume we attempted, however inade¬ 
quately, to trace,.having seated this prince with sufficient stability at 
the head of the Mahommedan empire, he laboured of course with 
suitable diligence to secure the submission, and provide for the tran¬ 
quillity of the several cities and departments of his extensive domin¬ 
ions. To his uncle Abdullah the conqueror of Merwaun, he assigned 
the government of both the provinces of Syria and Egypt; and to 
another uncle, Daoud the son of Ally, that of Hejauz and the sacred 
cities of Mekkah and Medeinah. The troops destined for the siege 
of WaUstit, where Yezzid the son of Amrfi Hobairah had been long 
preparing for a formidable defence, were entrusted to the manage¬ 
ment of Abu Jauffer, betwixt whom and his elder brother, there 
appears to have ever subsisted a confidence and cordiality, in similar 
circumstances, not often paralleled. Abu Jauffer was accompanied 
on this service by llussuu Kohtbah, in conjunction with whom he 
proceeded in due time to the reduction of Waussit; which had been 
for some years considered the capital of Irak, and contained within 
its walls perhaps the last hopes of the house of Ommeyah. When 
he had, however, by a gallant resistance, for eleven months protracted 
the fate of the place, the grandson of Hobairah received intelligence 
of the death of Merwaun, and determined to capitulate with his 
besiegers. On a solemn promise from Abft Jauffer, of indemnity for 
himself and his garrison, he accordingly put that prince in possession 
of the city, and was with other chieftains of his party, enrolled 
among the troops of the house of Abbas : but being soon afterwards 
detected by Abfi Jauffer in a clandestine attempt to excite revolt 
against the reigning government, it was not difficult to obtain from 
Abul Abbas, an order to authorize his destruction ; and he was 
accordingly put to death with the greater part of his principal asso¬ 
ciates to the number of forty persons ; of whom Abdurraihman the. 
son of Beshir, and Mueyen the son of Zaydah, were indeed the only 
individuals suffered to escape. 

Abul Abbas had in the mean time, at an early period of his govern¬ 
ment, signalized his unsparing vengeance against the vanquished 
race of Ommeyah. At Damascus in particular, his uncle Abdullah/ 
proceeded by his instructions, to cut off every distinguished member 
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of that now unhappy family, that he could lay hie hands on; and it a. H. 13*. 
is stated that, on one occasion, the mutilated carcases of seventy of A - D - 75 °- 
.these chiefs who had been beaten to death with clubs, were laid one Kholauss#- 
upon another, covered over with a slight carpeting, and thus 
constructed into a kind of platform, on which, with a barbarity truly 
savage, the governor of Damascus seated himself to partake of % 
sumptuous repast, and to celebrate the triumph of his party. 

When there were no further living victims to satiate the spirit of 
revenge, he proceeded to violate the repositories of the dead. The 
sepulchres of all the princes of the house of Ommeyah, that of Omar 
the son of Abdulazziz alone excejpted, were immediately broke open, 
and their contents burnt to ashes and scattered to the winds. The 
body of Hashaum the son of Abdulmfdek, which had not yet suffered 
dissolution, was treated with particular and unavailing indignity; 
after w hich it w 7 as burnt like those of the rest, and the ashes con¬ 
signed to the winds of heaven. The same vindictive scenes were 
also exhibited at Mossul, w r here an indiscriminate slaughter of the 
friends and adherents of Merwaun was carrying on under the direc¬ 
tions of Y aheya the son of Ally ; another of the relatives of Abul 
Abbas, who may therefore be considered to have established ample 
claim to the appellation of sanguinary. 

Neither was this prince disposed to forget the designs originally 
entertained in favor of the descendants of Fautima, by Abu Selmah 
Jellauly, and the consequent delay to his own elevation, which 
those designs were supposed to have produced. This personage he 
therefore also determined to destroy on the first fair occasion. But 
as it was a measure which might be attended with some inconveni¬ 
ence, unless it w 7 ere sanctioned by the previous concurrence of Abu 
Mosslem, the Khalif resolved on dispatching his brother Abu Jauffer 
into Khorassaun; at the same time to receive that powerful chieftain’s 
pledge of allegiance, and to sound his inclinations on the subject. 

On his arrival at Meni, Abu Jauffer experienced from Abu Mosslem 
the reception which was due to the representative of his sovereign ; 
and obtained from him without difficulty, the paishkesh, or customary 
presents, in testimony of allegiance. After the interval of a few days, 

Abfi Jauffer explained, at a private interview with Abu Mosslem, 

B 2 
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the further objects of his mission, and obtained from him thd 
declaration, that both he and Abu Selmah being each of them the 
slaves of Abul Abbas, there could be no question, that for any trans¬ 
gression of duty, either would be equally liable to the punishment of 
death. Having thus successfully accomplished every necessary 
object of his visit, Abu Jauffer returned to Kdfah. When, accord¬ 
ing to file oriental phrase, his arrival and the execution of Abd 
Selmah, were the business of the same instant of time. Others, 
however, state that Abul Abbas put a period to this obnoxious per¬ 
son’s existence, previous to the arrival of his brother. 

It is perhaps of little importance to be told, that in the regular 
order of events, the journey of Abd Jauffer into Khorassaun should 
properly have preceded the siege and reduction of Waussit. But it 
is something material to observe, that while Abd Jauffer resided at 
Merd on this occasion, Abd Mosslem on some slight pretext or 
other, caused Suliman Kesheir, one of his oldest and most faithful 
associates, to be put to death in the very presence of his princely 
visitor ; who did not fail to derive from the circumstance an impres¬ 
sion of resentment and displeasure, which w'as never obliterated. 
And it is further said,* that when on his return to Kufah, his bro¬ 
ther demanded, what he had remarked in Abd Mosslem, he replied 
that he had found in him the haughtiest of tyrants ; and that he had 
reason to suspect that, while Abd Mosslem lived, he must submit to 
lead but a contemptible and abject sort of existence. He cautioned 
him at the same time to lodge these hints in his own bosom, until 
he should have an opportunity of judging, from personal observation, 
of the character of that able and warlike chieftain. 

On the death of D&oud the son of Ally, in the course of the year 
one hundred and thirty-three, the government of Hejauz was con¬ 
ferred by Abul Abbas on his maternal uncle Zeiaud, the sonofObai- 
dullah; and in the course of the year following, he removed 
his court from Kufah to Ambaur on the Euphrates, the ancient store 
house of the kings of Persia; and there laid the foundation of Medei- 
nah Hashmiah, the city of the Hashemites. 

* Tarikh Tebry, 
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- Tn the year one hundred and thirty-five, a revolt against the A. H. m. 
authority of Ab6 Mosslem took place in the provinces beyond the A - p ~ * ?53 ~ 
Oxus, under Zeiaud the son of Salah ; but AbA Mosslem in person klioluussut- 

. ... , . , . ul-akkbaur. 

conducting an army against the insurgents, their general disappeared, 

and taking refuge in the cottage of one of the native peasantry, the 
latter to ensure himself against the resentment of the victorious 
party put his guest to death, and conveyed his head to the con¬ 
queror. Soon after he had re-established his authority on this occa¬ 
sion, Abu Mosslem, during the year one hundred and thirty-six, 
proceeded towards Arabia, on the design of a pilgrimage to Mekkah. 

Repairing first to the court of Abed Abbas, he there experienced the 
most favorable and distinguished reception, although AbA Jauffer 
exerted all the influence in his power to persuade his brother to put 
him to death. But refusing to confer upon Abu Mosslem the appoint¬ 
ment of general of the pilgrims, on the plea of a previous application 
from Abu Jauffer, the Khalif incurred, notwithstanding, the resent¬ 
ment of AbA Mosslem to a very violent degree ; the latter complain, 
ing to his friends, that Abul Abbas and his brother, generally 
residing on the spot, or near it, were never without a convenient 
opportunity of performing their devotions in the sanctuary of the 
Kaaubah ; and that it would have become them, for this year at 
least, to assign to him the charge for which he had solicited. This 
produced, however, no alteration in the arrangement; and both Abu 
Jauffer and Abu Mosslem departed for Mekkah with impressions 
mutually unfavorable towards one another. But as Abu Mosslem 
had provided two hundred camels for the conveyance of his kitchen 
equipage alone, and he took care to precede his rival a days journey 
during the whole of the march, most of the convoy of pilgrims availed 
themselves twice a day of a plentiful repast, to which they were pub¬ 
licly invited by the officers of that general. By a similar course of os¬ 
tentatious liberality at the close of the visitation, in clothing great num¬ 
bers of the pilgrims fromdistantquarters, and the whole of those employed 
in the ministry of the sacred places, and by other proofs of munifi¬ 
cence beyond all ordinary precedent, AbA Mosslem acquired on this 
occasion the title of Ameir in fact, while they bestowed on AbA 
Jauffer that only of Ameir in name. 
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However, while his brother was engaged in the pilgrimage to Mdk- 
kah on this occasion, the Khaiif Abul Abbas sickened and died. 
His death appeal’s to have been hastened by the following very 
trifling circumstance, which otherwise than as a record of God’s dis¬ 
pleasure against the indulgence of personal vanity, would be scarcely 
worth the relation, lie was, it seems, reckoned the handsomest man 
of the age in which he lived : and one day contemplating the graces 
of his person as he stood before a mirror in one of his apartments, he 
cpuld not forbear exclaiming, that he was indeed, as Suliman the son 
of Abdulmtdek had once pronounced him, the very prince or paragon 
of youth and beauty; and as he concluded with a fervent eja¬ 
culation, that heaven might give him health and length of days in 
the enjoyment of all his singular advantages, he had scarcely closed 
the sentence, when he overheard one of his domestics observe to 
another, “ there remains betwixt thee and me only the period of two 
“ months and five days.” These words were immediately applied by 
the Khaiif to his own destiny, and he expressed his humble resigna¬ 
tion to God’s providence. In a few days afterwards he sickened of 
a fever, which breaking out in a pestilential or putrid eruption over 
his whole body, caried him oft’, at the age of forty-two, on the thir¬ 
teenth of the month of Zilhudje ;* precisely sixty-five days from the 
period at which he had noted the observation of the slave. 

Calculating from the period of his nomination and election by the 
inhabitants of Kufah, this prince may be stated to have filled the 
throne of the Khalifs for four years, seven months, and eleven or 
twelve days : but from the death of Merwaun his reign would appear 
to occupy an exact period of four years. I lis character, if we are to 
credit the representation of some historians,f was that of a liberal, 
benevolent, and able prince, although the dreadful effusion of blood, 
which preceded his accession to the sovereign dignity, hath acquired 
for him the odious appellation of Seffauh. In the early part of his 
reign the functions of the vizzaurut, or ministry of state, were dis¬ 
charged by Abu Selmah Jellaul; but when this person was put to 
death, the office was consigned to Yaheya the son ofKhaled, of the 

* 8th of June, 754. 

t Tarikb guzeidah, and Binnauguty, or Finaukety. 
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raceofBarmek ; and it is therefore from this period that we are pro- A. H. I3tf. 
perly to date the infl uence of that celebrated family. As one method to A p - 754 - 
establish the sanctity of his authority, Abfil Abbas procured the man- Kholaussut- 
tie of the prophet for the sum of four hundred dinaurs;*and this precious 
relique became, as might have been expected, in after times, one of 
the most venerated articles in the regalia of the Khalifs. 

Ul Munsur Bill aii, (Dei gratia victor) Abu Jauffer the son of 
Mahommed, second Khalif of the house of Abbas, received on his 
return from Mekkah, at the station of Zaut ul Urrek,* the intelli¬ 
gence of his brother’s death, and immediately suspending his march 
until he had been joined at that station by Abu Mosslem, he com¬ 
municated to that chief the information which had reached him. 

By a stretch of confidence which, adverting to recent circum¬ 
stances, may appear perhaps extraordinary, he urged the expediency of 
his proceeding without delay to Kufah, there to exert his influence 
in preserving the tranquillity and securing the attachment of that 
part of the empire ; and with a dispatch, which on his side at least 
bespoke sincerity, Abu Mosslem at the head of ten thousand horse, ^ 
hastened accordingly to Kufah ; where Eissa the son of Mussa, a billah/iW 
collateral descendant of the race of Abbas, and the cousin german of Khalif. 

Ul Munsftr was, at the same time, industriously employed in calling 
upon the people to support his own pretensions to the Khelaufut. 

The arrival of Abb Mosslem however suddenly disconcerted all his 
ambitious designs, the inhabitants of Kufah immediately testifying 
their attachment to the party of that popular chieftain ; and Ul Mun¬ 
sur repairing shortly afterwards to the spot, Eissa quietly submitted ; 
and atoning, by all the apologies which he could offer, for his recent 
hostile attempt, he experienced from that monarch a degree of cle¬ 
mency in the remission of his offences, for which, from the contempla¬ 
tion of former precedents, he had perhaps but little reason to hope. 

Ul Munsftr appears to have considered his authority now estab¬ 
lished upon pretty secure foundations ; when occurrences in Syria 
arose, which threatened to produce an agitation yet sufficient to cast 
him from his throne. His uncle Abdullah the governor of Daraas- 

* 2297. 3*. 4 d. fOr Zautul Erek, not far from Mekkah- 
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cus, was no sooner apprized of the death of Abul Abbas, than- he 
proceeded to assemble the inhabitants of that city and territory ; and 
to them declared, that at the period when Abul Abbas proposed to 
send an army in pursuit of Merwaun, he publicly announced that 
whoever of the descendants of Abbas would undertake to conduct 
the enterprize, to the final destruction of the fugitive monarch, should 
be considered after himself, the next in succession to the empire ; 
that he was the person by whom such enterprize was undertaken 
and achieved to its consummation, was a circumstance too fresh in 
their recollection to require on his part any further argument to de¬ 
monstrate ; but at all events, when coupled with the 'previous 
formal declaration of the deceased prince, that it was sufficient to au¬ 
thorize the assertion which he now made, and was determined to main¬ 
tain, that the Khelaufut was in justice devolved to himself. The 
Syrian nobles, and such of the troops of Khorassaun as were present 
at Damascus at this period, did not hesitate on hearing such a de¬ 
claration to pledge their allegiance to Abdullah ; who was enabled 
soon afterwards, at the head of a powerful army, to proceed to Harran 
in upper Mesopotamia, the governor of which, he prevailed upon to 
enter into a treaty. At that place, however, he put no less than 
seventeen thousand of the natives of Khorassaun to death, from an 
apprehension, that, on the first opportunity they would not fail to 
go oyer to Abfi Mosslem. From Haran he hastened shortly after¬ 
wards toNissebein; in the neighbourhood of which, in a camp which 
he immediately surrounded with intrenchments, he determined to 
abide the decision of his claims with the troops of U1 Muns&r, by 
this time in motion from all quarters to oppose him. 

In effect, Abu Mosslem, though already doomed to perish the 
moment his services were no longer considered necessary, had been 
dispatched by U1 Munsur, at the head of a numerous force, to give 
battle to his uncle. Appearing accordingly in due time before the 
intrenchments of Abdullah, and after experiencing a resistance of 
five months, the fortune of that invincible general was once more 
triumphant. Towards the end of the last month of Jummaudy of the 
year one hundred and thirty-seven,* he succeeded in forcing these 

* December, A. D. 754. 
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intrenchments; although Abdullah contrived to make his escape to 
Bassorah, at this period under the government of his brother Sfiliman. 
Here he continued for some time in concealment; but the rays of U1 
MunsAr’s intelligence penetrating to his retreat, he was ultimately sent 
for by that prince, and confined to a building, the foundations of which 
had been laid in salt. At the expiration of a few days the Khalif 
caused the site of the building to be inundated in the course of th& 
night, and the foundations giving way on the dissolution of the salt, 
the walls suddenly fell in, and the unfortunate Abdullah was thus 
buried in the ruins. 

As soou as he was apprized of Abu Mosslem’s victory, an agent 
had been employed by U1 Munsur to take charge of the booty which 
had been thus acquired by the success of his general; a circumstance 
which, though conformable to the usage of the most flourishing 
periods of the Khelaufut, gave to that general the highest offence ; 
and he did not scruple to declare very publicly, and with the strongest 
expressions of indignation, that after having had the blood of so many 
thousands so long at his disposal, he was at a loss to conceive what 
could have happened to render his integrity suspected, where their 
mere property was concerned. This, in addition to former arguments 
of displeasure, contributed to hasten the crisis of those jealousies 
which had for some time subsisted between this haughty and power¬ 
ful chieftain, and his sovereign; who is also affirmed to have been long 
on the watch for an opportunity to destroy the acknowledged 
instrument of his elevation. However that may be, the irritations 
which continually arose, on the subject of the booty at Nissebein, at 
length determined Abfi Mosslem, with intentions which could not 
well be misunderstood, and without the Khalif’s permission, to with¬ 
draw into Khorassaun. The departure of his general seems to 
have awakened at the same time, in U1 Munsur some very alarming 
apprehensions; and he. immediately sent letters to him, to announce that 
he had conferred upon him the government of Syria and Egypt, and to 
urge him to proceed without delay, to take possession of those im¬ 
portant provinces. To such letters, however, he paid but little 
attention, continuing his journey without halting until he came to 
the city of Mi: where he was overtaken by Abfit Haoieid Merurou- 
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dy, dispatched afresh by U1 Munsur, by every possible intreaty to 
urge him to return. 

These would however probably have produced but little impression 
upon him, were it not for some other important considerations obtruded 
upon him at the same time. For at such a crisis, gained over by the 
promises or threats of Ul Munsfir, Abu Daoud, whom he had so recently 
left in charge of Khorassaun, also wrote to him to suggest the expedi¬ 
ency of submitting to the KhaliPs authority, in terms which clearly 
indicated, that, if he persisted in his present design, he should oppose 
his entrance into that province with all his force : so that embarrassed 
on every side, Abu Mosslem was at last constrained to reconcile himself 
to the alternative of repairing to the presence of Ul Munsur, rather than 
confide to the dubious purposes of an ungrateful dependant. But 
before he took his final resolution on this subject, Abft Isshack the 
Meruzite, one of his friends, was dispatched to the court of Ul Mun¬ 
sur, to discover as far as possible, how that prince was disposed to 
treat him. The messenger returned in a short time, and assured 
him that he could not perceive in the KhaliPs demeanor, any 
circumstance that did not bespeak the kindest and most favorable 
disposition towards him. On which, in spite of the pressing and 
urgent solicitations of many of his more discerning friends to the 
contrary, he took his final departure for Rftmiah of Medayein, 
at this period the residence of Ul Munsur. 

On his arrival in the neighbourhood of RClmiah, a numerous assem¬ 
blage, consisting of every, distinguished individual of the race of 
Ilashem, that could be collected on the spot, hastened by the direc¬ 
tions of Ul Munsur to do honor to Abu Mosslem ; and by these he 
was conducted with extraordinary pomp and ceremony to the 
presence of that monarch, by whom he was embraced with every 
appearance of cordiality, and with every expression of favor and 
benignity., Four days, ho-wever, subsequent to this apparently cor¬ 
dial reception, when Abfi Mosslem repaired on his customary visit 
to the palace, the Khalif, rather unexpectedly, began to recount the 
instances of offence, which on different occasions he had experienced 
from the man, who had vindicated,* with such signal success, the 
*Siheb-ul DAwat, tiie title usually bestowed upon bl»n , 
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precarious claims of the house of Abbas. Every apology, every A. H. I3f. 
argument, which Abu Mosslem made use of, either to justify or A>D ‘ 7ja ' . 
excuse himself, seemed to aggravate rather than assuage the resent- ^ h ^^*"** 
ment of U1 Munsur ; until at last, as if his indignation had carried 
him beyond all bounds, the Khalif struck his hands together, when 
at this preconcerted signal, Othman the son of Neheik and three other 
captains, who had lain concealed for the purpose, suddenly rushed 
upon Abh Mosslem, and as he was totally unprepared for defence, 
very soon dispatched him with their scimitars. The body was then 
Wrapped up in a coarse mantle, and left in the comer of the apart¬ 
ment, where it was exhibited by U1 Munsur to his courtiers, as they 
alternately entered ; and the greater part of whom, either from appre¬ 
hensions of his power, or from the austerity of his temper, and the - 
imperiousness of his manners, liad long since conceived so great a 
dislike for the fallen chief, that they appeared rather disposed -to 
rejoice at, than lament his premature destruction. 

This, on Wednesday the twenty-fifth of the month of Shsbatin, in 
the year one hundred and thirty seven,* was the fate of Abft Mosslem, 
at the early age of thirty-seven, and when he had held the government 
of Khorassaun for a period of eight years and some months ; neither 
the magnitude of his past services, nor the contemplation of future 
advantages to be derived from his acknowledged talents and valour, 
being sufficient to screen him from the jealous fears, and ultimate 
Vengeance of a despotic sovereign. But it seems to be without 
question, that his power was already far too extensive for any sub¬ 
ject, and that he had designs in meditation subversive to that author¬ 
ity, which he had so long and successfully laboured to establish. 

This last consideration alone, will form with many a sufficient 
apology for that act of severe and anticipated vengeance under which 
he fell. In other respects, if, as is generally supposed,blood must have 
blood, the life of Ab& Mosslem cotild not have been expected to have 
terminated otherwise than in a violent death. Exclusive of those 
who perished in the field of battle, the number of w r hom, according 
to our author, can alone be estimatedbyhim whoknows all secrets, and 
who is the infallible judge of truth, not less than six hundred thousand 
persons are positively stated to have been put to death by this cele- 

* February 12th, A. D. 755. 
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A. H. 137. brated warrior. His eventful story has been wrought into a very 
A. D. 755. interesting romance entitled the Abft Mosslem Namah,* well known 
Kholaussut- in the east, and in which, in the tissue of extravagant adventure, 
vl-akhbaur. w j t h w hi c h it is frequently overcharged, many surprising truths have 
doubtless been interwoven. 

There resided at this period in the province of Khorassaun, a person 
of the Magian superstition, whose name was Senbhd, originally of 
Neyshapur; and who, notwithstanding his zeal and attachment for 
the worship of fire, had been long enrolled among the followers of 
A]?* Mosslem, of whose favor he appears to have enjoyed so great a share 
as to have rendered himself of considerable importance among the 
natives of that province. On intelligence of the death of his patron, 
this person availed himself of the circumstance, to promote his own 
ambitious designs ; and having seduced a great multitude not only of 
his own, but of the Mahommedan religion, to join his standard, he 
proceeded at their head to give battle to Abu Obaidah ; an officer 
who then commanded at Rai on the part of U1 Munsur, and whom he 
defeated, making captives of vast numbers of Mussulman families' 
that fell into his hands in consequence of his victory. This success¬ 
ful outset gave encouragement to the idle and disaffected to join him 
from all quarters, and his force was soon augmented to one hundred 
thousand men. Ul Munsur did not however delay to employ a power¬ 
ful division of his troops to suppress the dangerous insurrection; 
neither did the insurgent on his part seem disposed to decline the 
contest. He hastened from R&i to meet the troops of the Khelaufut, 
and in some part of the intervening desert came to an action with 
them, in which he was, in his turn, totally defeated. He never¬ 
theless escaped from the field of battle into Tebristaun, where he 
sought the protection of the Sepahbed, or prince of that inaccessible 
territory. Here his short lived career was destined to terminate. 
The laws of hospitality were withheld from the rebel who had con¬ 
tended unsuccessfully against established power; he was pnt to 

* A very fine copy of the work here alluded to, was transferred by the writer of these 
pages, at Surat, about the year 1794, to Mr. Peter Bruix, the then French resident; anilo. 
probably now inlhc National library at Paris. 
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death by the Sepahbed, with all the associates of his flight, and their 
heads were transmitted to U1 Munsur. 

An incalculable booty, consisting of a great part of the treasures of 
Abh Mosslem, aud of others who had been the partners of his victor¬ 
ies, having, however, on the defeat of the magian, fallen into the 
hands of Jumhour, the successful general of U1 Munsur’s troops, 
that monarch, impelled either by his necessities, or avarice, once more 
put the tranquillity of his government to hazard, by demanding that 
the captured property should be surrendered to his agents. Such a 
demand was in this instance again considered injurious and oppres¬ 
sive, and Jumhour immediately prepared to resist the authority from 
whence it had proceeded. But U1 Muqsur being early apprized of 
these hostile designs, endeavoured by the most vigorous measures to 
crush them in their birth. In the year one hundred and thirty-eight, 
Mahommed, one of the descendants of Aishauth the son of Keyss^ 
was appointed to chastize the author of this fresh rebellion, and 
accordingly hastened towards Rai. Jumhour had however aband¬ 
oned that place, and fled towards Isfahaun, of which he obtained 
possession ; but being thither pursued by a detachment of Mahorn- 
med’s troops, he continued his flight, taking the direction of Azerbay- 
j&n ; during which, some of his associates tired at last with these 
unprofitable and distressful peregrinations, seized the-person of their 
leader, and cut him to pieces with their swords. 

In the course of the year one hundred and thirty-nine, Abdurraih- 
man, one of the sons of the Khalif Hashaum effected his escape into 
Mughreb; the coast ofAfrica, westward of Egypt, so called ; and hav¬ 
ing obtained possession of several cities in that territory, succeeded in 
creating for himself an independent sovereignty, which in defiance of 
the power of the house of Abbas, continued iu his family for nearly 
two centuries afterwards. 

Ul. Munsur had now re-established his court at Medeinah Ha s he - 
miah, the city founded by his brother, either on the site of Anbaur, 
or immediately in the neighbourhood of that place : when, iu the year 
one hundred and forty, he became exposed to considerable danger 
from the insurrection of the Roundiah, of whom, our nariative 
furnishes us with the following brief particulars. Their founder. 
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whoso name was Abdullah Rowendah, and from whom of course 
they derived the designation by which they are here distinguished, 
was, originally, one of the agents employed in Khorassaun, to pro¬ 
mote and vindicate the claims of the house of Abbas ; but engaging 
in some violent dispute with Abu Mosslem, he was, with the major¬ 
ity of his followers, put to the sword by that sanguinary chief. 
Great numbers of the party escaping, however, to different quarters, 
and having been subsequently relieved from their apprehensions by the 
death of their most formidable adversary, they issued about this period 
from their hiding places, and rendered themselves singularly conspi¬ 
cuous at Medeinah Hashemiah, by an impious attempt to obtrude 
upon U1 MunsAr the assumption of divine honors. For this purpose 
passing in procession round the Khalifa palace, they audaciously pro¬ 
claimed that he was “the Lord and preserver of the universe.” 
But U1 Munsftr, on information of the blasphemous proceeding, 
having seized the persons of about one hundred of the ringlead¬ 
ers, and conveyed them to prison, the remainder of these infatuated 
miscreants, became so exasperated by the measure, that they imme¬ 
diately rushed into the opposite extreme; they announced that since 
-U1 Munsur disdained the honors which they had offered him, they 
would destroy him, and exalt for themselves another deity. With 
this impious resolution they appeared before the prison gates in 
great crouds, preceded by an empty Tabut, or shrine, or coffin ; and 
having enlarged their chiefs, proceeded in the same tumultuous array 
towards the palace, in order to carry into execution their future 
design against tli eperson of U1 Munsfir. That prince had, however, 
received intelligence of the danger ; and throwing himself on the back 
of a mule, hastened at the head of a very slender escort to oppose 
the insurgents. In the mean time, Mueyun the son of Zaydah, 
formerly noticed to have escaped from the siege of Waussit, and 
whose courage and liberality rendered his name as proverbial with 
his contemporaries, as those of Rustum and Hautem, most unexpect¬ 
edly assailed the fanatical multitude, and compelled them to disperse 
in every direction ; and being also attacked from the other side by 
the guards of the palace, they were for the most part finally cut to 
pieces. An exertion of courage so seasonable on the part of a pro- 
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scribed individual, such as Mtieyun, made the deepest impression on 
the Khalif’s gratitude ; and of this he gave a solid and distinguished 
proof in the government of Yemen, which was immediately conferred 
upon the object of that gratitude. 

In this place we are called upon to observe, that an attempt to 
detail, in a regular series, and under their respective dates, such a 
multiplicity of events, as distinguished the reign of UL Munsur, 
would swell what was originally designed as an abridgment to the 
most tedious prolixity. The author announces therefore, his inten¬ 
tion to confine the narrative, in future, to such circumstances as 
may appear essentially important, or worthy of record. To this our 
readers will probably subscribe their cheerful concurrence. But if, 
after all, the selection should not always prove the happiest, we can 
only urge in apology, modes of thinking and acting widely different 
from our own ; and that diffusion of light, which has subsequently 
contributed to enlarge the conceptions of mankind, in climates more 
congenial to the growth of a just, though frequently fastidious criti¬ 
cism ; of that criticism, which in the absence of intuitive judgment, 
will sometimes lead us to discriminate, and seize on such objects 
alone as are best calculated for the instruction and example of future 
ages. 

A disposition decidedly hostile, had, it seems on many occasions, 
betrayed U1 Munsur into acts of severity and violence, towards the 
descendants'of Ally and Fautima ; and the slightest suspicion being 
with him sufficient to justify the seizure and confinement of their 
persons, his prisons became ultimately crouded with the most distin¬ 
guished individuals of that ever persecuted and unfortunate family. 
By these accumulated injuries goaded beyond forbearance it was 
that, in the last month of Jummaudy,* of the year one hundred and 
forty-five, Mahommed the son of Abdullah, a grandson of Imaum 
Hussuiris, and one of the most exalted in reputation among the stock 
of the Seyuds, at length displayed the standard of revolt in Hejauz ; 
and having put to death all the officers of Ul Munsur’s government, 
and made himself master of the sacred cities of Mekkah and Medei- 
t&h, his authority was immediately acknowledged by the family of 

* September, 762. 


A. II. 140. 
A. D. 757. 
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A. H. 137. the prophet, and generally throughout the whole province. But 

A. D. 756^ Ei sga gon 0 £ ]\i,‘ lggaj a cousin german of U1 Munsftr’s, hastening 

uJ-akhbauT" 0n ' n ^ e ^*S ence of the insurrection, by orders of that prince, at the 
head of a respectable force, towards Medeinah, a series of hostilities- 
commenced under the walls of that city, between him and Ma-. 
hommed the Fautimite, and continued with equal destruction to 
both parties, until the fourteenth of the month of Ramzaun,* on which 
day, having been abandoned by his followers, the leader of the insur¬ 
gents sought and obtained, what appears to have been the peculiar 
lot of his family, the crown of martyrdom. The authority of U1 
Munsur.was hence re-established without further difficulty or opposh* 
tion. But on the first day of the same month of Ramzaun,f Ibrauhim 
the brother of Mahommed had also appeared at the head of a formid¬ 
able insurrection at Bassorah, which for some time seemed to threaten 
the most serious consequences. Soffeyan the son of Mauweiah, who 
presided over the province on the part of U1 Munsfir, at first secured 
himself in the palaee of government; but being ultimately compelled 
to capitulate, the affairs of Ibrauhim obtained such an ascendancy, 
that the force which assembled round his standard, soon accumulated 
to a total, which was little short of one hundred thousand men. 

The alarm of U1 Munsfir, on intelligence of this formidable revolt, 
was not diminished by the knowledge that his armies were at the 
same period distributed through the different provinces of the empire, 
at no small distance from each other; and though the report of his 
brother’s fate, which reached Ibrauhim on the twenty seventh of the 
month, for a moment seemed to stagger the expectations of that 
insurgent, it was nevertheless boldly resolved in a council of war, 
to advance directly towards Kufah, at this period the abode of U1 
Munsur. Sueh a movement was not calculated to allay the appre¬ 
hensions of the latter; but Eissa the son of Mussa, and Hameid the 
son of Kohtbah, both returning at the very crisis of his fate, with the 
troops which had been engaged against the insurrection in Hejauz, 
they were immediately dispatched to oppose Ibrauhim. In an action 
which shortly afterwards took place with the insurgents, the troops 


* December 5th, A. D. 702. 


t November 22u&, A. D. 762. 
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of U1 Munsfir were however defeated ; but those of Ibrauhim too 
fatally intent upon plunder and the slaughter of the flying enemy, 
were themselves unexpectedly attacked in the rear, by Jauffer, and 
Mahommed, both of the race of Abbas, and in their turn thrown 
into irretrievable confusion : and that part of the army ofUl Mun- 
sfir which had apparently fled from the field of battle, suddenly 
turning upon their pursuers, completed the consternation ; during 
which, Ibrauhim having received an arrow-shot in the throat, he 
immediately fell ; and his head being as usual struck off by the 
conquerors, they returned in triumph to the presence of U1 
Munsur. 

In the mean time the insurrection of the Roundiah had long since 
given to U1 Munsur an entire aversion to continue his abode at 
Medeinah Hashemiah: and he had in consequence directed his 
architects, in the course of the year one hundred and forty-five, to 
find out some convenient spot for the construction of a new city. 
On a very minute and careful survey, their selection ultimately fixed 
on<the place now occupied by the “ city pf peace,” the present 
metropolis of Baghdad : a spot which is at the same time observed, 
to hijve been covered with habitations,* at a period of very remote 
antiquity. U1 Munsur having in person approved of the situation, and 
the astrologers having chosen an auspicious period for the commence¬ 
ment of their labours, the architects proceeded without delay to trace 
the foundation of this celebrated capital. The attention of the 
Ivhalif being, however, rather seriously attracted by the hostilities 
in which his troops were about the same time engaged with the 
descendants of Ally and Fautima, the progress of the work was con¬ 
siderably retarded this year. But his mind was no sooner relieved 
by the triumphant termination of those disturbances, than he resume^! 
the execution of his favorite design, and in the course of. the year 
forty-six, brought it to a conclusion. 

The site of this renowned metropolis is perhaps already too well 
known to require from us a more particular specification. We shall 

* The ruins of the ancient Seleucia. 
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A. H. 146. only remark here, that although originally erected on the Mesopota* 
A. D. 762. m j arij or r ight side of the Tigris, we may in the course of the narrative 
Khoiaussut- b e sometimes led to think that the imperial residence, with the principal 
uUkbbaur. 0 f the population, was occasionally shifted to different sides of the 

river, as the approach of danger or insult from east or west might 
render such a transit expedient. From the report of modern travel¬ 
lers, we however find that, in the year 1774 at least, the citadel and 
the far greater part of the town, with the seat of the government, 
continued about four hundred miles* above Bassorah, on the left 
bank of the just mentioned river, where it is from two hundred to 
two hundred and fifty yards wide, according to the lesser or greater 
curvature of the bridge ; and where, in the middle of the month of 
June, when it is supposed to be at the highest, it gives a depth of 
forty-six feet, with a current of seven miles an hour, at the centre 
of the bridge of boats ; and fourteen feet six inches, with a current 
of one mile arid a half an hour, from the thirtieth of September to the 
twentieth of October, when the river is considered at the lowest.f 
With respect to the name, if that indeed were of any importance, 
there appears to exist some difference of opinion among etymologists ; 
according to one set of historians, there had been of old in the neigh¬ 
bourhood, a garden or cultivated inclosure, called Baghdad, the 
garden of justice ; while others, allege that Bugh, or Bagh. was the 
name of an idol worshipped by the ancient inhabitants, and that 
Bughd&d therefore signifies “ Deodata ” the gift of Bugh. Between 
these two opinions we are left to determine for ourselves, as to that 
which accords the nearest with truth and probability. 

We learn at the same time from the narration of another historian, - ** 
"that the materials of the ancient metropolis of Medayein, situated 
from eighteen to twenty miles lower down the Tigris, were employed 
by U1 Muns&r in the construction of his new capital; contrary to the 
advice of his minister Sfiliman the son of Khaled, of the race of 

•This must be along the sinuosities of the river; otherwise the direct distance does not 
appear above three hundred geographical miles. In Dr. Howells’s journal the distance 
from Bassorah to Baghdad, along the Euphrates by Hella, is computed at 465 miles. 

f Vide Parsons’ travels, where the distance above Bassorah, from misprint probably, is 
Stated at seven hundred miles. 

| The compiler of the Tarikh guzeidah. 
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Barmek, who urged every argument to dissuade him from the impplicy 
of destroying one city, for the mere selfish gratification of having it 
recorded to posterity that he had built another. And that in truth 
discovering when too late, that he had exhausted his materials, and 
incurred a prodigious expence, without making any considerable 
progress towards the completion of his design, the Khalif came to a 
sudden resolution to abandon the undertaking altogether. But the 
same minister representing, that having once engaged in the work, it 
would be injurious to his fame to leave it unaccomplished, since it 
would then be objected to him as a reproach, that a former monarch 
had constructed, what he, with all his boasted power, was unable to 
demolish ; he resumed the execution of his plan. Nevertheless at the 
intreaty of Suliman, the palace of Medayein, or at least a part of it, 
was left entire, to serve as a memorial to posterity of the divine mis¬ 
sion of the prophet, his illustrious relative; the dome of it having, 
according to the belief of the Mahommedans, been cleft asunder on 
the very night which gave birth to that extraordinary person. And 
there can be little difficulty in pronouncing the lofty and magnificent 
ruin, still, or very recently, frowning in solitary majesty in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the Tigris, below Baghdad, and called the Tauk-e-Kess- 
ra, or arch, or portal, or perhaps hall of Noushirvaun, to be a remnant 
of the once gorgeous abode of the ancient Persian monarchs. 

Although, from the work before us, it might appear, that the next 
twelve years of the reign of Ul Munsur, passed with the intervention 
of few circumstances worthy the record of history, a reference to col¬ 
lateral information,* will teach us nevertheless that this was a period 
by no means deficient in those materials which usually engage the 
attention of the historian. On the eastern extremity of the empire 
in particular, the government of Khorrassaun was involved in a series 
of arduous hostilities, with the Tartars of Transoxiana, and with the 
followers of the impostor Mokinnia, who had recently disseminated his 
opinions with alarming success, along the fertile vale of Soghd. 
But as this is a subject which will claim some share of consideration 
under the succeeding reign, we may venture to attend the author to 
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A. H. 158. the year one hundred and fifty-eight, which terminated that of UI 

A ‘ p - 775 Munsur. 

*dakhb' SUt ~ towards the close of that year we are informed, on the most res¬ 
pectable authority, that the attention of the Khalif Ul Munsfir was 
forcibly arrested by an inscription on a wall, which, in two Arabic 
couplets, pretty clearly indicated that he was to prepare for the stroke 
of death. Under the impression of melancholy which took posses¬ 
sion of his mind, in consequence of this mysterious warning, he deter¬ 
mined to avail himself of the approach of the month of Z-ilhudje, to 
proceed on a religious visit to Mekkah, either to dispel his apprehen¬ 
sions or to meet his fate. On his arrival at the well of Meymuri,* 
one of the stations on the road to Mekkah, he was however seized by 
his last illness, and there expired on the night of the sixth of 
Zilhudje,f of the year one hundred and fifty-eight, at the age of about 
sixty-three : and calculating from the death of his brother, after he 
had possessed the throne of the Khalifs for a period of twenty-one 
years and four months. The event was concealed until the ensuing 
morning, when, as the nobles and principal members of the court 
hastened, according to custom, to attend their sovereign’s pleasure, 
they were called upon by Rebbeia the Ilajeb, or chamberlain, to 
pledge their allegiance to Mehedy, who was already considered as 
heir apparent to the imperial dignity : to which as they assented 
without difficulty, they were then permitted to discharge the last 
solemn duties to the now lifeless remains of the departed mon¬ 
arch. 

Of the character of Ul Munsur, we derive from the Kholaussut- 
ul-akhbaur but little information, further than that his original name 
was Abdullah, and that by his extrabrdinary penury and avaricious 
qualities he acquired the unpopular appellation of Dowauneky and 
Abu Dowaunek, or father half-pinny ; daunek being the sixth part 
ofa dirhem. Whereas, when unacpompanied with extortion, ina prince 
who holds the property of his subjects at command, a parsimonious 
disposition is perhaps, m the'catalogue-of human infirmities, that 
which possesses the strongesfcckim.tp.be transplanted among, the 

Beire-e-MejUtfa, f October 6th, 775. 
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virtues ; in t T l Muns&r however, from the motive of disinterested 
paternal tenderness to which it is ascribed, even the odious accom¬ 
paniment, seems by the author of the Tarikh guzeidali, to be com¬ 
memorated with a sehtiment of applause. 

Having called upon his ministers to declare without disguise, 
what it was that they perceived to be the most defective in the 
•character and disposition of his son and successor Mehedy, he learnt 
-from them, in reply, that Mehedy^ with every other possible virtue, 
was however deficient in one very essential quality; that which impels 
us to cultivate the love and approbation of our fellow creatures. 
Upon this, U1 Munsur is said to have immediately and designedly 
abandoned those just and liberal maxims of government by which 
he had hitherto secured the affections of his people, and to have had 
recourse to such measures of rapacity and exaction, as by the inva¬ 
sion of their property, soon rendered him as much their aversion, as 
he had formerly been their delight. When he found, however, that 
his dissolution was approaching, he sent for Mehedy, and told him, 
that for his sake he had so long submitted to incur the odious impu¬ 
tation of tyranny, so foieigr to the natural disposition of his heart; 
that he had deposited among the records of the treasury, correct 
vouchers of the several exactions, which in the prosecution of this 
singular plan he had been led to practice ; and he now therefore 
solemnly charged him, when his father should be no more, to make 
to the rightful and injured owners the most scrupulous restor¬ 
ation of the whole of their property. Thus, by exposing himself to 
the temporary reproach and hatred of his subjects, affording to his 
son an unfailing expedient to win and secure their lasting applause 
and affection. And we are further informed, that by an, implicit 
concurrence with these his lather’s dying instructions, Mehedy 
deservedly enjoyed the entire accomplishment of this perhaps unex¬ 
ampled scheme of parental solicitude. 

The last person that exercised the functions of the Vizzaurut 
under U1 Munsur, was, according to some authorities, the above- 
*mentioned Rebbeia, here stated, to be the son of \ uness, and cele¬ 
brated as a second Hautem Tai, for his unbounded munificence and 
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A. H. 158. 
A. D. 775. 

Kholaussut- 

ul-akbbaur. 


liberality of spirit. The same distinction is, however, by others 
assigned to a certain Abu Ayub, of whom we know nothing but 
the name. And we are finally told, that U1 Munsflr had, by differ- 
erent wives, eight sons and two daughters; the latter by a lady 
of the race of Ommeyah. It was during the Khelaufut of Ul 
Munsflr that Imaum Abu Haneifah, because he declined the office of 
Kauzy which had been proposed to him, or, as it is elsewhere im¬ 
probably represented, because he denied the doctrine of predestina¬ 
tion, was detained in that imprisonment, to which he ultimately 
fell a victim. 
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CHAP. II. 

U L Mehedy Billah* Abft AbdullahMahommed,son ofUlMun- 
sftr, third Khalif of the house of Abbas, repairing to Baghdad 
immediately on the death of his father, was there acknowledged in the 
latter end of the month of Zilhudje, with prompt and unanimous zeal 
by every class and description of its inhabitants. Determined tc^ 
merit the attachment of his people, and the applause of posterity, 
this excellent prince bestowed his earliest exertions to revive the 
obsolete and neglected laws of impartial justice, and to abolish those 
corrupt and arbitrary practices, which, by generating discontent, 
resistance, and revenge, among theoppressed andinjured, have so ’often 
terminated in the destruction of the oppressors. With these wise 
and benevolent views he caused, in the very commencement of his 
reign, every prisoner in his dominions to be set at liberty, excepting 
such only as were under coimnement for the guilt of blood, or for 
some infringement on the rights of individual property. 

We have already adverted to the imposture and insurrection of 
Mokennia, who is here said ’ however to have commenced his revolt 
in the course of the year one hundred and fifty-nine. The true name 
of this extraordinary impostor is represented to have been Hukkeim 
the son of Aittau ; but being in person of a diminutive stature, with 
some disgusting«deformity of countenance, he usually wore a mask 
of gold to conceal the deformity ; and became known in the world 
indiscriminately by the appellation of Berkia, and Mokennia, the 
man with the mask, though his disciples conferred upon him the 
more honorable appellative of Hanshem. Having probably travelled 
in India, Mokennia presumed to usurp to himself the character of the 

* This title may perhaps be properly rendered Dei gratia Perductor, by the grace of God^ 
Ac guide. 
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ity, supporting his pretensions, as far as our author is to be under¬ 
stood, on the doctrine, that Omnipotence having assumed the 
human form, or become incarjnate in the person of A dam, it was for this 
reason that the angels fell down and worshipped the common father 
of mankind ; that he had since become repeatedly visible in the 
persons of the prophets and philosophers, and of those exalted sover¬ 
eigns who had rendered themselves illustrious either by their exploits 
or their virtues; that he had recently animated the frame of the hsroyp 
and invincible Abet Mosslem ; and that at the present period he had 
condescended to inhabit his own frail and perishable carcase. 

Mokennia made his appearance as a legislator first at Merit j but 
finding pi*bably .that his imposture experienced no very favorable 
reception in that quarter, he removed in process of time into the 
territory eastward of the Oxus, where, in an impregnable fortress,:not 
far from the ci,fy of Kesh, he fixed his abode, and succeeded in 
engaging a multitude of proselytes of all deseriptions ; but more par¬ 
ticularly among a class of people, either then- or subsequently, 
denominated the Setfaidjainahgan, from the white vestments in which 
they affected to clothe themselves. In order to confirm among his 
disciples the impression of his supernatural powers, he is said, by 
his extraordinary skill in the magic art,”*o have framed a telessem, or 
talisman, by means of which he produced either from, or above a cer¬ 
tain well or deep pit, a luminous orb* in resemblance like the full 
moon, and which, for the space of two whole months continued every 
night to cast its lustre to the distance of five fursungs, or Persian leagues, 
in every direction. This was the moon of Nakhsheb sufficiently fami¬ 
liar to the oriental reader, and so frequently apostrophized by the 
Persian poets. 

Prom other authorities we are further informed, that Mokennia, 
who pretended to divine inspiration at least, if not to a participation 
in the divine nature, was a native of Baudglieiss ; had been employed 
as secretary to the diwaun, or council, of Abu Mosslem ; and having 
been wounded in the eye by an arrow, was therefore constrained to 
wear the golden mask or visor. He is acknowledged to have been a 
man of extraordinary scientific acquirements ; and having possibly 
made considerable progress in natural philosophy, and more particu- 
* Produced, it is supposed, by the skilful management of a mirror at mirrors 
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larly in chymistry, to have availed himself of these advantages, to A. H. 159. 
impose upon an unenlightened multitude. When he had possessed A - D - 77e - 
himself of Saum and Siijud, twd fortresses in the neighbourhood of the Tarikh 
cities of Kesh and Nakhsheb, his tenets dilated with great rapidity S^ ze ‘ t * a * 1 * 
through the surrounding territory ; and if the compiler of these pages 
has not been misinformed, they continued to prevail until very lately 
in some of the countries adjoining to the Oxus, 

But, to resume our narrative, the Khalif Mehedy, on intelligence of Kholaussut- 
this revolt against his authority and religious principles, dispatched ul aklibaur. 
one of his generals, Abfi Sauid the Jershite, at the head of a power¬ 
ful army into Mawerunneher, the countries of Transoxiana so called, 
in order to exterminate the dangerous innovation. HavingVithdrawn 
into his principal fortress, the impostor was there besieged by the 
troops of the Khelaufut. In a short time, finding that one of his 
best captains had been assassinated in an extraordinary manner, in 
his own quarters by three of Abu Sauid’s soldiers,* and that another 
with three thousand of his people who guarded the exterior fortifica¬ 
tions, had surrendered to the enemy,f he became convinced 
that the besiegers must soon be masters of the place ; and immedi¬ 
ately determined to execute a design, to which his imagination had 
probably been long familifr, and by which he calculated that 
he should completely elude the scorn and vengeance of his 
adversaries. In short, he administered a mortal poison to the 
whole of those who remained about his person and in the inter¬ 
ior of the fort, a single female alone excepted, who, aware of his 
purpose, contrived to conceal herself and escape. When he perceived 
that his people no longer exhibited any symptoms of life, he con¬ 
sumed their bodies to ashes ; and that not a vestige might remain to 
disclose the circumstances of the horrid catastrophe, he concluded 
this tragedy by plunging into a large caldron of distilled liquid, of a 
property so exquisitely subtile, that no part of his body was left 
unresolved, the hair of his head only excepted, which floated on the 
surface of the liquid. The female who had escaped this scene of 
murder and self-destruction, perceiving that all was now closed in 
$he silence of death, ascended the ramparts of the fort, and announced 

* Tarikh Tebry. f Ibidem. 
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A. H. 159. to the besiegers, that if they would engage to respect her person and 
A. D. 776 . S p are fi er property, she was ready to open the gates to them. Abii 
Kholauskut- Sauid very readily acceded to terms so advantageous, and the gates 
being accordingly thrown open, his troops entered to take possession, 
w hen they received, to their equal horror and astonishment, from the 
solitary inhabitant of this scene of death, a faithful relation ot all she 
had w itnessed. It continued however long afterwards the belief of 
the Seffaidjamahgan, or Seffaidposhan, which signifies the same thing, 
that Mokennia and his faithful companions were gone to heaven, 
and that he should yet at no distant period bp restored to them, and 
make his re-appearance on earth. 

. „ , In the course of the year one hundred and sixty, Eissa the son of 
A. D. 777. Mussa the Abbaside, after long resisting the importunities of Me- 
hedy, was at last prevailed upon to abdicate his claims to the suc¬ 
cession, to which he had been presumptively appointed by the dying 
instructions of U1 Munsur. This obstacle being removed, Mehedy 
experienced no further difficulty. in completing his arrangement in 
favor of his son Mussa Haudy, who was now accordingly declared 
heir apparent to the Khelaufut. Soon afterwards he determined on 
a visit of devotion to the temple ofMekkah, and to the sepulchre of his 
prophet at Medeinah. But as mortification or penance, neither of 
them constitute any of the requisites of the pilgrimage, he took care 
to provide fqr his journey across the arid sands of Arabia, by an 
equipment of five hundred camels, loaded with ice and snow. His 
other preparations are probably to be calculated on a corresponding 
scale ; and several thousand pilgrims who would otherwise have been 
compelled to perforin the journey on foot, were conveyed, and also 
subsisted at the Khalif s expence. His stay at Mekkah was further 
distinguished by numerous proofs of -liberality, bestowed on the 
various classes engaged in the care of the sanctuary of the Kaaubah, 
for the ordinary covering of which, he caused to be substitued a magni¬ 
ficent canopy of gold embroidery. 

The narrative is now carried forward to the year one hundred and 
sixty-six, during vvhich Mehedy settled the succession next after 
Mussa, on his second son Harfin, whom on this occasion he digni¬ 
fied with the title of Raschid, the prudent, and in ratification of 
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whose appointment he exacted the solemn assurances and engage- A. H. 1 qo. 
ments of his court. A. D. 7^3. 

The only act of severity, of which the reign of this beneficent Kbolau«ut- 
prince seems to furnish an example, happened about this period ; and “f^hbaur. 
is contained in the following statement, which, as it may serve in 
some measure to relieve the tediousness of the narration, we shall 
claim the indulgence of our readers to introduce. 

Daoud the son of Tahman, though employed as one of the secre¬ 
taries of the celebrated Nusser Seyaur, maintained, nevertheless a 
very intimate correspondence with Yaheya the son of Yezzid tfie 
Fautimite, of whom we have formerly spoken ; and indeed with the 
whole family of the Seyuds, to whom he evinced on a variety of 
occasions a disposition most zealous and friendly. When that 
unfortunate person had been defeated and killed, and punishment was 
inflicted on his destroyers, on the subsequent victorious progress of 
Abfi Mosslem, Daoud was "not the last to join the standard of a 
revolution, which he conceived to assert the claims of his favorite 
family, without however experiencing from Abu Mosslem any of 
that encouragement, which he had probably been induced to expect. 

On the death of D&oud, his son Yakub, the most intelligent of his 
children, and the subject of this article, attached himself with all his 
brothers, and with undiminished zeal, to the family of the Fatimites; 
and joining lbrauhim the son of Abdullah of that race, in his formid¬ 
able revolt against the authority of U1 Munsur, became on the defeat 
and death of his chief, a captive to that prince; who sent him 
to ruminate on the follies of ambition, in the wholesome solitude of 
a prison. 

On the accession of Mehedy, it was, however, the lot of Yakub 
with many others to be released from his confinement; and being 
admitted into the service of that benevolent prince, became in a 
short time, in consequence of his social qualities and fascinating 
conversation, a very distinguished favorite, of which he received from 
bis sovereign the most conspicuous proof, in his exaltation above his 
competitors to the dignity of president of the diwaun, or council of 
state and finances. In the full period of his prosperity it unfortu¬ 
nately happened, that Yakub should have had his thigh brokenly 
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the kick of a horse ; an accident by which he was constrained to be 
an exile from the presence of his sovereign for some days; long 
enough indeed to furnish the envious minions of a court, and parti¬ 
cularly the Vezzeir Obaidullah, with an opportunity to produce a 
considerable change in his master’s opinion. 

When he recovered the use of his leg, as it was subsequently related 
by his son Ally, YakCtb was sent for to attend his sovereign ; and 
obeying the summons with his usual zeal, h3 observed on entering 
the presence chamber, that it was furnished and decorated with more 
than ordinary splendour ; and what appeared further singular, he per¬ 
ceived a young female of exquisite beauty seated by the Khalit s 
side. The monarch demanded of his favorite on his appearance, 
what kind of impression he felt from the contemplation of the splen¬ 
did scene; and when he replied, that this world could furnish 
nothing parallel to it, he was perhaps agreeably surprized, when the 
Khalif told him, that including the gdrgeous furniture, magnificent 
decorations, and that most lovely female, he was to consider the whole 
his own. Yakub was proceeding to express his acknowledgments, 
when the Khalif further observed, that he had occasion for his assist¬ 
ance ; on which, placing himself in a more submissive posture on his 
feet, before Mehedy, Y akClb humbly disclaimed, on his part, any 
pretensions to require from his sovereign an expression of his will in 
language so condescending ; -that he had only to issue his commands, 
and it would be the glory of his life to carry them into execution. 
“ By thy creator,” said Mehedy, “ wilt thou engage to execute what 
“ I shall enjoin thee ?” Most truly,” replied the minister; “ place 
“ thy hand upon my head and swear it,” added Mehedy; which 
being complied with, and a donative of one hundred thousand dir¬ 
hems bestowed by the Khalif, as a further incentive to stimulate his 
zeal, he proceeded to explain, that the piece of service for the per¬ 
formance of which he appeared so anxious, was to rid him of the 
continual agitation of mind which he experienced, from his know¬ 
ledge of the ambitious designs of one of the sons or descendants of 
Imaum Hussun ; whom he should therefore entrust to his approved 
fidelity to put to death, in such a manner as to be unknown to all but 
himself. The Hussenite was then shewn to him in bonds, the Khalif 
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at the same time telling Yakub that the prisoner should be conveyed 
to his house in the course of the evening, by a confidential eunuch. 

Accordingly, when the night came, the Khalit’s magnificent pre¬ 
sent, with its accompaniments having already found its way to the 
house of Yakub, the unhappy prisoner was also conveyed thither in 
the manner that had been agreed upon. In the mean time it 
appears that the bondmaid had received the Khalit's instructions to 
watch the conduct of Yakub towards his prisoner ; and to commun¬ 
icate to him what she should be able to discover, by the eunuch 
whom, with herself he had bestowed upon the suspected favorite. 
When the lady had resided some days under the protection of Yakub> 
the latter received a request from his prisoner that he might be admitted 
ed to an interview before he put him to death. In compliance with this 
request, the Hussenite was accordingly introduced alone to the presence 
of Yakfib ; of whom appealing to the religion which he professed, he 
demanded, whether he could reconcile himself to appear in thepresence 
of his maker, covered with the guilt of his blood, whom he knew to be 
the lineal descendant of the daughter ofhis prophet. “God forbid!’replied 
Yakub, “ I am on the contrary, seeking for the means of dismissing 
“ thee from Baghdad, and setting thee at large.” Only forbear to 
“ molest me,” said the Hussenite, “ and I well enough know the way 
“ to get out of Baghdad.” He then explained the method by which 
he proposed to escape, which was by the road to Bassorah, whither he 
designed to fly for protection. “ Take the hundred thousand dirhems 
“which I have received from Mehedy,” said Yakub, “ and make 
“ the best of thy way ; but hast thou no one whom thou wouldst 
“ desire to accompany thee.” The Hussenite acknowledged that 
there were two friends, whom he named, whose attendance would be 
agreeable to him. “ Send for them immediately,” replied Yakub ; 
“ and leave Baghdad this very night; the money with which I have 
“ supplied thee, will be sufficient to bear thy expences ; be however 
“ advised by me—remain not at Bassorah, but throw thyself for 
“ protection into the land of H&besh.” 

This conversation was over beard from behind the hangings of the 
apartment, by the bondmaid, who communicated the whole to Mehe¬ 
dy without delay, by the Eunuch who had been assigned her for this 
purpose. The following morning Yakfib repaired as usual to the 
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Khalif’s presence. “ What hast thou done by the Ilussenite, of 
“ whom 1 gave thee charge some days since ?” said Mehedy to him as 
soon as he made his appearance: “ with respect to him at least,” 
replied \ akub, “ I have relieved my sovereign from all anxiety ; for 
he was put to death the self same night.” “ is it so by thy creator?” 
observed Mehedy ; “ most truly,” replied Yakub.” “ Thy hand,” said 
the Ivhalif, “and swear it by my head.” \akub accordingly swore 
by the life of Mehedy, and by his Maker, that he had put the ilus- 
senite to death. 

Mehedy now called to the attendants to bring in the three men 
who had been intercepted the night before by his orders ; and the 
doors of an adjoining apartment being thrown open, the Fautimite 
and his two companions were ushered into the presence. Yaktib sunk 
to the floor in an agony of confusion and astonishment. The Khalif 
however spoke to him no more, but beckoning to his guards, they 
conveyed him to prison ; and as he himself related at a subsequent 
period, he was thrown on this occasion into a dark and narrow 
dungeon, in which horrible situation he continued so long, that his 
visual powers at last entirely failed him, and his body became, like 
that of the most savage quadruped, over-grown with long and 
shaggy hair. 

At the expiration of sixteen tedious years, however, Yakfib found 
himself unexpectedly released from this abode of misery, and brought 
once more to the cheering light of day. Being led by his conductors 
to the presence of the sovereign, he was directed to make his obei¬ 
sance, and having so done, they inquired if he was aware to whom 
his salutations were addressed. He replied, that he supposed them 
to be directed to Mehedy. “ Mehedy,” said they, “ is long since 
“ taken to the mercy of his God.” “ Am I then in the presence of 
“ Haudy ?” demanded Yakub, “ neither is Haudy among the living,” 
replied those who attended him ; “ peradventure it is Har&nurrash- 
“ eid,” “even so,” said they; “ thou art required to make known thy 
“ wants.” “ My only wish,” replied the hoary suppliant, “ is 'to 
“ pass the remainder of my days at Mekkah.” “ In that thou art 
“ gratified,” said the attendants, “ ask again.” “ Alas,” observed 
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Yakfth, “ my views have |peen long since closed to the solicitation 
“ of further favors/* He was then, according to his desire, conveyed 
fo Mekkah, where he did not long survive his enlargement; an 
enlargement which is ascribed to the gratitude of Ilarun, for the 
favorable terms in which, during the period of his prosperity, Jfakub 
had spoken of him to his father. 

If there was any amusement to which Mehedy was particularly de¬ 
voted, it was thatof thechace; and to enjoy this favorite pursuit without 
interruption, it was his custom to retire once in the year to a village 
beautifully situated in the territory of Bauspendan, about midway 
between Baghdad and Mossul. In this village, to which he had 
given the name of the gardens, and the village of delight, he had 
erected a magnificent country palace, or kiosk, of a number of stories, 
surrounded with balconies, or galleries, for the enjoyment of the 
diversified beauties of the neighbouring rural scenery. Thither, 
accompanied by his household, Mehedy had, as usual, repaired in 
the season of one hundred and sixty-nine; and had resided there 
for some days. When one day, as he was taking his repose at noon, 
in an apartment of the pavilion, his guards and domestics watching 
at every entrance, he was suddenly awakened by a person throwing 
open the door ; and from thence, repeating in a voice sufficiently 
audible to have attracted the notice of his guards, three couplets in 
the Arabian dialect, which are, however withheld in the relation. 
The Khalif immediately calling to his attendants, and demanding 
who it was that uttered these sentences, they united in declaring 
that the expressions were sufficiently distinct in the repetition of 
their sovereign, but denied having seen any one. “ Whoever it 
“ was,” said Mehedy, “ his business seems to have been to forewarn 
“ me, that my concerns with this world are come to a conclusion.” 
At all events the circumstance occasioned considerable distress of 
mind and depression of spirits; and ten days afterwards he perished 
by an accident equally melancholy and unforeseen. 

Nothing however can be more contradictory than the circumstances 
of his death, as related by different historians. According to some of 
these, it is stated, that in the afternoon of the day on which he 
perished, about the thud hour of prayer, he was' on horseback 


A. H. 169* 
A. D. 785. 

TarikU 

Tebry. 



32 

A. H. 169. watching for game ; when an antelope being started, his dogs were 
A. D. 785. | e j j ooge U p 0n an< j giving his horse the reins at the same time, he 
Tebr kh P ursue d with his usual eagerness and spirit. The antelope took to a 

^ ruined building, the entrance of which w r as so low, that the slightest 

reflection might have convinced Mehedy, that it was impossible to 
clear it on horse back. He persisted however in the pursuit, and 
laying his breast close to the pummel of the saddle, endeavoured in 
that posture to force the entrance; and his back being thus broke by the 
violent pressure against the architrave, he fell from his horse, and 
expired on the spot. His lifeless body was immediately conveyed 
to the palace, amidst the loud and almost frantic lamentations of his 
family and domestics, by whom, for his mild and amiable qualities, 
he appears to have been deservedly adored. One of his dearest 
friends however, in lamenting the untimely fate of Mehedy, is made 
to acknowledge on the occasion, that he had long foreseen that, one. 
time or other, this inordinate passion for the chace would terminate 
in his destruction ; for in studying the records of ancient history, it 
could not escape him that such princes as had resigned themselves 
without reserve to the impulse of any violent propensity, had, with 
few exceptions, ultimately perished in the indulgence. 

On the other hand, we are instructed to believe that the death of 
Mehedy was produced in the following manner. Among the women 
of his Haram, there w'ere two for whom he appears to have enter¬ 
tained a pretty equal degree of affection ; but as one of them seems 
to have possessed an advantage in his esteem, he had assigned to 
her a superiority in the Zennaunah. The other whose name was 
Hassanah, conceiving from this preference a violent jealousy against 
the favored lady, determined to destroy her; and inorder toaccomplish 
her diabolical purpose, she prepared a dish of confectionary, or mar¬ 
malade, into w'hich it was not difficult to introduce some poisonous 
ingredients, which she sent, by one of her attendants, as a present 
to the person whom she supposed to be the only obstacle to her undi¬ 
vided controul over the affections ot her lord. Unfortunately as the 
maid was proceeding on her errand, a little before sun set, she hap¬ 
pened to pass under one of the balconies of the palace, from which 
Mehedy was at the moment looking down ; and the confectionary, 
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ivhich was uncovered, attracting his attention, he became desirous 
of tasting, and called to the girl to bring it up to him. Having 
learnt from whom, and to whom she was conveying her charge, he 
told her to lay the dish down before him ; “ for Hassanah will, I am 
sure,” said he, “ be far better pleased that I should partake of her 
present than any .one else.” And having accordingly indulged 
without scruple or suspicion in .the treacherous repast, the benevo¬ 
lent Mehedy, before the sun had well disappeared below the horizon, 
was a corpse. The fatal present is however, at the same time, other¬ 
wise described, to have consisted of pears, the best and largest of 
which having contrived to impregnate with poison, Hassanah placed 
uppermost in the dish, and which being selected by Mehedy, pro¬ 
duced his almost immediate death. 

But whatever might haye been the occasion of it, the death 
of Mehedy is generally allowed to have taken place either on 
Thursday the sixth of Zilhudje, of the year one hundred and 
sixty-eight,* or early in the month of Mohurremf of the year 
following, at the age of forty-three, and after a prosperous reign of 
nine years and eight or nine months. He was buried under a 
favorite poplar in the gardens of his hunting seat in Bauspendaun, 
above described, the last solemn rites being performed, in the absence 
of Mussa, by his second son Harunraschid. 

In his person Mehedy. is described to have been of a sallow com¬ 
plexion, in stature tall, and of the happiest proportions. He was 
however red haired, and had a white spot or blemish in his right eye. 
In many of the qualities of his mind, he far surpassed the whole suc¬ 
cession of the race of Abbas. In justice, clemency, and liberality, 
he was not excelled by any of them. Asa proof of the latter quality, 
if indeed it was not profusion, might be instanced his speedy 
circulation of his father’s accumulated treasures, amounting to the 
almost incredible sum‘of six hundred millions of dirhems,£ and four¬ 
teen millions of dinaurs.§ Neither was he by any exceeded in true 
piety, in purity of life and manners, and in humanity and mildness of 
disposition, though inflexible in severity against heresy or innovation 
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A. H. 169 . wherever it raised its head. The memory of this prince is in truth 
A . D. 785, our contemplation, arrayed in so many attractions, that 

Tarikh we are irresistibly led to dwell something longer upon the subject, 
^ ebr? ’ than may perhaps be thought strictly necessary. 

His zeal to redress the wrongs of the injured, and in general to 
investigate the complaints of his people, was so active and sincere, 
that he uniformly presided in person in the hall of justice, a custom 
which had probably been for some time discontinued ; and it was 
his particular charge, that his presence should, on those occasions, 
be open without exception, to every professor of law and theology: 
not only that they might assist his memory, and rectify his mistakes, 
but that he might be restrained, by a sense of shame and propriety, 
from the guilt of an unjust decision. 

As a proof perhaps that this, his love of justice, was not less ardent 
when his private interests were affected, than in matters where he 
was entirely indifferent, we are informed, that a person having one 
day brought before him a complaint against one of his own agents, 
for unjustly dispossessing him of an estate ; the Khalif affirmed that 
theestate in truth belonged to himself and had been long i n his possession; 
nevertheless that the complainant, however he denied his right, was 
bound to produce every proof that was attainable, to establish the 
grounds of his claim. The man requested that the Khalif would be 
responsible in his own person, in order that if he established his 
claim, he might appeal directly to his own justice. “ Let Kauzy 
“ Abdullah the son of Ullayah,” said the man, decide between us.” 
“ I agree to abide by his decision,” replied the Khalif; and immediately 
descending from the tribunal, hejseated himself on one of the benches 
with the plaintiff by his side, calling upon the Kauzy to judge 
impartially between them. The Kauzy demanded of the complain¬ 
ant accordingly what he could allege in support of his claim. The 
man rested his cause on the simple and positive assertion of his right 
to the property. Mehedy was then desired to state what he had to 
offer on his part, and contented himself with repeating his former 
declaration, that the estate was his by right, and by possession ; and 
that he was an entire stranger to the grounds of the man’s pretensions. 
The plaintiff now requested that the Khalif might be asked to 
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declare, hot? long He had been in possession of the estate, and whe¬ 
ther before or subsequent to his accession to the Khelaufut ? 
41 That," said the Kauzy, “is not at all incumbent on him to answer: 
“ he denies thy claim, and with thee it entirely rests to establish 
“ it by the proof. If thou hast any, let it be produced ; otherwise 
“thou art the best judge in thine own concern, and aware of what 
“ must follow." Relinquishing the contest, the man now quitted the 
bench on which he had been sitting, and retired among the by¬ 
standers. But Mehedy, communicating without delay with the 
Kauzy, acknowledged that the estate had indeed come into his pos¬ 
session, since his accession to the throne, (and peradventnre by means 
which he was not prepared to justify.) At all events the Kauzy was 
now desired to attest that he resigned it to the claimant; and 
accordingly a deed was drawn up, and executed on the spot, confirm¬ 
ing the transfer in all the requisite forms; the Kauzy further 
pronouncing that one such act of voluntary justice, was of more value 
in the sight of Omnipotence than the distribution of a million of 
dirhems to the poor. 

Another instance, which, though in itself not particularly striking, 
yet, as it serves toillustrate the characterof aprecedingmonarch, whose 
virtues under a nobler dispensation, would probably have enrolled 
him among the most distinguished benefactors of mankind, we can¬ 
not prevail upon ourselves to omit. A descendant of the well- 
known Zobair, complained to Mehedy, that an estate in Syria, which he 
described, had been usurped from his family by Walid the son of 
AbdulnnMek, with circumstances of arbitrary ciuelty, which had 
deeply aggravated the injustice; and that although he had subse¬ 
quently laid his complaint before every succeeding Khalif, he had 
never been able to procure either reply or redress. Mehedy 
demanded why he had not preferred his complaint to Omar the son 
of Abdulazziz, that virtuous exception to the tyrants of the race of 
Ommeyah. The man alleged that he had done so, but that his 
application had been just as unavailing as in other quarters. 
“Surely,” said Mehedy, “ Omar was Imaum among the Benni 
Ommeyah.” “ Sovereign of the trne believers,” observed the sup¬ 
pliant, “ the son of Abdulazziz did many things which he ought not 
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A. H. 169. “ to have done.” “ Produce me a single instance,” replied Mehedy. 

- A D785 - “ on the birth of every infant to the race of Ommeyah,” observed this 
Tarikb m an, “ an assignment was immediately made for its subsistance on 
“ the public treasury of, from three to five hundred dirhems ; whereas 
<e in the same circumstances, the allowance to the illustrious race of 
“ H&shem never exceeded sixty dirhems this is a sufficient proof 
“ of his unjustifiable partiality, towards those of his own blood. Inde- 
“ pendently of which, it is equally notorious that he never cancelled 
“ any of the ordinances or decisions of the monarchs of the house 
“ of Ommeyah, however unjust in their operation.” “ Is this true ?” 
demanded Mehedy, addressing himself to his minister Obaidullah ; 
“ with respect to Omar it is perfectly so” replied the minister ; 
“ the partiality of Omar for the iniquitous race of Ommeyah was 
“ never questioned.” Let the estate be restored to this man,” said 
Mehedy; at the same time expressing his regret, that after having so 
long looked to the virtuous Omar, although of a race whom he 
detested, as a bright example of integrity and justice, the knowledge 
of such a circumstance should have dispelled the flattering illusion. 

Of his singular clemency and placability of temper, we are at the 
same time required to receive the following as an example. One of 
his principal commanders, who had been more than once pardoned for 
his misconduct, was again found guilty of some aggravated crime, 
and brought to receive the judgment of his sovereign. Mehedy 
demanded if he was lost to every sense of shame ; and how long he 
proposed to persist in his profligate practices. The reply was per¬ 
haps more remarkable than the question. “ If I am not ashamed of 
“ my offences,” said the delinquent, “ neither let my sovereign be 
“ ashamed of his clemency ; and may heaven bestow upon him a 
“ hundred years of life, that while a hundred such as I am commit a 
“ hundred crimes a day, an opportunity may never be wanting for the 
“ exercise of that glorious attribute.” It is perhaps needless to add, 
that either through compassion, or admiration at the readiness and 
singularity of the reply, Mehedy again forgave him. Of his liberality, 
which was perhaps not very remotely akin to profusion, something 
has been already spoken. Our author proceeds to add, that until 
Mehedy set the examplv, it was never said that a reward of fifty 
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thousand dirhems had been in any instance bestowed upon poetical 
merit. His munificence towards an Arabian poet, of the name of 
Merwaun the son of Hefzah, extended however on one occasion to 
seventy thousand dirhems.* In his celebrated visit to Mekkah, to 
which we have also formerly adverted, his liberality was so unbounded 
that no sovereign in the annals of Issl&m has in that respect been 
ever placed in competition with him ; since, exclusive of one hun¬ 
dred and fifty thousand paj&mahs, or pantaloons, which he distri¬ 
buted to the poor, he gave in charitable distributions on that single 
occasion, no less a sum than thirty millions of dirhems.f 
In his piety, the amiable Mehedy is described to have been no less 
exemplary than in his other virtues, with this further advantage, that 
in him’it was not a mere ostentatious punctuality in the performance 
of the duties of his religion, but the source of sincere and active bene¬ 
volence. Of this we are also furnished with one or two instances, 
sufficiently striking to merit our attention for a moment. On one 
occasion, during the severity of a hurricsne, he was heard while pros¬ 
trate on the floor, to supplicate his creator in the following impres¬ 
sive language. “ Lord God ! in the government of this thy prophet’s 
“ people whom thou hast committed to my charge, I have doubtless 
“been guilty of manifold transgressions; yet I implore thee, let not 
“ that people be responsible for any guilt of mine, but by the never 
“ fading remembrance of Mahommed’s virtues, do thou listen to their 
“ prayers.” In these supplications he continued until the storm 
subsided. 

On the authority of Rebbeia, who had once held the office of cham- 
berlainj of the household to this prince, we are further informed, that 
among the apartments of the imperial palace of Mehedy there was 
one, the walls and ceiling of which being of stucco of the purest 
white, without sculpture or painting in any shape, it had been called 
the Daur-ul-beyza, or mansion of light. This apartment, in the 
discharge of his office, the chamberlain had occasion to enter one 
evening while the Khalif was engaged in his private devotions. The 
moon happened to shine at the moment with full splendor, and shed 
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A - D - 785 - contrast more striking to the eye, the floor was covered with a crimson 
Tarikh carpet, and a sofa of the same colour lay in the room, before which 
stood Mehedy in linen robes of the purest white, absorbed in medita¬ 
tion. A pillar intervening between the sofa and the entrance, Reb- 
beia silently approached unseen and unobserved, and placed himself 
behind the Khalif; the latter proceeding in his devotions without 
interruption, occasionally reciting some of the chapters of the Koran, 
with a modulation so harmonious, as in a manner to fascinate the 
hearer. Such indeed were the sensations of the narrator, that he 
described himself equally at a loss to determine, whether his admira¬ 
tion was most excited by the spotless elegance of the apartment, the 
mild splendor which was shed through it by the moon, the snow, 
white form of the Khalif, wrapped in meditation standing before his 
God, or the sacred strains of revelation, which flowed in such melo¬ 
dious accents from his lips. The Khalif continued with an audible 
voice to repeat several Surahs, or sections of the inspired volume, 
until he came to that passage, which in meaning and substance, 
expresses the following denunciation. “ Whoever among you shall 
“ commit evil; whoever shall cut off another from his kindred in the 
“ land of my inheritance, upon that man hath God Almighty pro- 
*• nounced his eternal malediction. The ears of the understanding 
“ are become deaf, and the eyes blind. Why do ye not attend to that 
“ passage of revelation in which the Almighty declares, that there is 
“ a lock upon their hearts, which hath rendered them incapable of 
“ instruction or conviction.” 

When the Khalif came to this passage, continues the relation of 
Rebbeia, he repeated it twice over, the tears streaming from his 
eyes to the sofa which lay before him. But in order to make the 
circumstance more intelligible, we are now told, that a few days 
before only, Imaum Mftssa the son of Jauffer, on an accusation that 
he had sought in Khorassaun, to promulgate his rights to the Imau- 
mut, or supremacy in matters of faith, had been seized and commit¬ 
ted to the custody of the same Rebbeia. However that may be, 
Mehedy, after finishing the chapter, and closing his devotions with 
the usual forms of salutation, still keeping his attention fixed towards 
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the Keblah, demanded, if there was any one hy ; and one of the 
attendants answering, he desired that Rebbeia might be immediately 
sent for. That person now spoke, announcing to his sovereign that 
he was already present, having, as he said, been attracted by his 
recitation of the Koran. Mehedy directed him to go without delay 
and bring Mfissa to his presence. Rebbeia went away accordingly, 
and returned soon afterwards, accompanied by Mussa, to the pre¬ 
sence of Mehedy, whom they found seated on the sofa, his eyes still 
swimming in tears. “ Son of Jauflfer,” said the Khalif, addressing 
himself to his prisoner, “ God Almighty has pronounced his awful 
“ curse against the man who shall dissever the ties of consanguinity. 
“It is a guilt which, for my part, I am determined not to incur ; 
“ and it will behove thee to profit by my example.” Then continuing 
to address him, he observed, that it was not his intention to lay any 
further restraint upon his conduct than an oath, that while he lived 
he would not appear against his authority ; but that when he was no 
more, he would be at liberty to pursue thedictates ofhis own judgment. 
And having received from him the engagement which he required to 
this effect, he set him entirely at large the very same night. 

We shall conclude the character of Mehedy with the final obser¬ 
vation, that of all the monarchs of the house of Abbas, he is said to 
be the only one who totally abstained from the use of wine, or intox¬ 
icating liquors ; but it seems to be objected to him, that he was 
much devoted to the pleasures of music and song, in which every 
one that professed to be skilful, was admitted to frequent his pre¬ 
sence with unrestrained freedom. 

There is, however, one further anecdote of Mehedy, which we 
cannot forbear adding to the above ; and this is we believe to be 
found in the Tarikh guzeidah. He had incurred some degree of 
censure for having treated one of his relations with a neglect, which 
was inconsistent with his ordinary generosity of spirit. In order 
however to prove that his conduct in this instance had been rashly 
prejudged, without attending to his motives, he made choice of the 
following expedient. He caused a valuable piece of gold to be 
placed on a conspicuous part of the bridge of Baghdad, or of some 
other city, at which he then happened to reside ; and desired this 
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particular relative to pass over, ©n some trifling errand or other, on 
which he pretended to employ him. When he returned, as it appeared, 
without noticing the precious metal, which had been thus placed in 
his way, he was desired to explain his reasons. His reply went to 
state, that both in going and returning, it had occurred to him as a 
matter of curiosity, to try how he should be able to pass.the bridge 
if he were blind ; and in the prosecution of this hopeful experiment, 
he had accordingly on both .occasions closed his eyes. On which 
Mehedy thought fit to observe, that those -to whom we were bound 
by the ties of consanguinity, were in general to be treated like the 
liair upon our persons ; some of which it was the custom to decorate 
and perfume with the nicest attention, while there was some which 
it was convenient to extirpate and cast away from us. It will possi¬ 
bly occur to the reader, that the experiment here resorted to, for the 
purpose of proving the incapacity of an individual, is said to have 
been once put in practice with success, to prove the incredulity of 
the volatile and inconstant inhabitants of a celebrated metropolis in 
the western world. 

Ui. Haudy Billah,* (or rather b’illah) Abft Mahommed, Mflssa 
the son of Mehedy, fourth Khalif of the house of Abbas. At the 
period of his father’s premature and unlooked for death, Mftssa ul 
Haudy was absent near she southern shores of the Caspian, engaged 
in hostilities against Shervein, the yet independent prince ofTebris- 
taun. Ilis younger brother Harun had originally proposed to claim for 
Ul Haudy the allegiance of the troops who were immediately on the 
spot, and to convey the remains of the departed monarch for sepul¬ 
ture to the metropolis ; but from this he appears to have been dis¬ 
suaded by the counsels of Yaheya the son. of K haled, and the 
consideration of the donative, which the military had already intro¬ 
duced the practice of demanding on the accession of every new 
sovereign. A point which it was therefore thought prudent to post¬ 
pone for adjustment at Baghdad ; and Harftn contented himself for 
the present, with transmitting to hisbrother, byNuzzeir,the theneham- 
herlain of the household, (perhaps the chief of the eunuchs) the ring, 

* Dei gratia indicator-guide. 
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staff,' and mantle of the prophet, arid those other articles which usu¬ 
ally passed to the succeeding Khalhs, accompanied with his condo¬ 
lence for the death of their common parent, and his congratulation on 
the event of his accession to the sovereign power. 

It is to be observed that the late Khalif, on his departure for Baus- 
pendaun, had deputed the government of Baghdad, and the numerous 
body of troops which it contained, to Rebbeia ; the officer, perhaps, 
of whom we have so recently spoken. Encouraged by the unsettled 
state of affairs, unavoidable to an interregnum, these troops mutinied 
against the anthority of their governor, declaring that they should 
engage their allegiance to no one until they had received, not only 
the inauguration money, but a gratuity of two years subsistance, 
which they clamorously demanded'on the occasion. Rebbeia, on 
his part, desired to remind them, that he alone who possessed the 
power and authority of satisfying their demands, was yet absent from 
the spot; and he therefore requested their patience until the arrival 
ofUlHaudy, the legitimate heir to the succession, who might, as 
he thought proper, adjust their claims. That at any rate, without 
his instructions, he should not comply with their demands. The 
seditious soldiery positively refused to suspend their elaims, pro¬ 
ceeded to plunder the palace of their governor, and would have put 
him to death, had he not seasonably contrived to secrete himself from 
their fury. Soon afterwards, Harun reached the capital, accompanied 
by his faithful counsellor Yaheya, of the race of Barmek ; who 
appears to have been immediately anthorized in conjunction with 
Rebbeia, to accommodate the demands of the soldiery : the treasure 
and jewels of Mehedy being in the possession of Kheizraunah, one 
of his women, the common mother of Mussa and Harun. Yaheya 
taxed Rebbeia of erroneous policy in creating such an unseasonable 
agitation among the troops ; that he should have yielded to their 
demands, rather than endanger their attaining to a magnitude, which 
by the time that U1 Haudy should arrive, it might he difficult, if not 
impossible, either to satisfy or controul. Y aheya undertook how¬ 
ever to mediate with the soldiers; and succeeded in bringing them to 
an accommodation, on engaging to make good to them their subsist¬ 
ed.. II. G 
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ance for eighteen months ; which was accordingly paid them on tb© 
spot. 

Of this measure, U1 Haudy received an account some time previous 
to his arrival at Baghd&d, and he did not delay to communicate to 
Yaheya by letter, his entire approbation of what had been ffone. 
Shortly afterwards he entered his metropolis in person, accompanied 
hy the principal officers of his court, having performed the journey 
from Tcbristaun, in the comparatively short space of twenty days. 
The city was immediately restored to complete tranquillity ; the 
sovereign authority became irrevocably established in U1 Haudy ; 
the VtzeauTet, or office of Vizzeir, was conferred on Rebheia ; 
Ally the son of Eissa ben M&han was appointed captain of the imperial 
guards ? and a treaty of peace wa6 definitively concluded with the 
■prince of Tebristaun. W-e are further informed, that the new Kha¬ 
li f made his entry into Baghdad, on this occasion, on the eleventh 
day of 'Suffer ■;* a month and some days subsequent to the demise of 
hrs “father. 

Among the events which distinguished the short reign of U1 
Haudy, that which earliest claims our notice, is an insurrection ex¬ 
cited in Hejauz by Mftsseyne the son of Ally, tire Hussenite : -to 
which it would appear that -he was the more easily provoked, by the 
disputes in which he was perpetually embroiled, with Omar the son 
of Abdulazziz, the governor of Medeinah, and grandson of Abdullah 
Omar. Having however at last openly declared against the authority 
of 11 Haudy, the Hussenite proceeded to-solicit the support of the 
people in favor of his own rights ; and being joined by a sufficient 
t>ody of followers, he was enabled after several conflicts, to expel the 
governor, and make himself master of Medeinah. On the twenty 
third of Zilkaudah,^ eleven days after he had been in possession of 
TVIedeinah, he quitted that place and proceeded towards Mekkah ; 
and on his arrival in the neighbourhood of that city, issuing a pro¬ 
clamation that every slave who joined his standard should be free, he 
procured a considerable augmentation of force, by the number of 
men of that description, who immediately hastened to his camp. 


* About the 22nd of August, A.J), 785, 


t The 25th of May, A. D. 780, 
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Hi§ tAreei’ W&3 hOWfekef destined to be 'of short duration. U1 Hau- A. H. 16*. 
Hy was ho sooner apprised of this revolt against his authority, than A - p -' 86 \ 
Mahottitned the son of SMifflatt, efthe race of Abbas, proceeded by 
his Orders with a competent force to punish the insurgent, and re¬ 
establish his government in Hejaufc. At the station of Zitui, a short 
distance from Mekkah, and on that day in the early part of Zilhudje, 
when the pilgrims array themselves in fresh apparel, an action took 
place between the troops of the Khelaufut and those of the insurrec¬ 
tion, in which the latter abandoning themselves to a shameful flight, 

'left their leader to perish on the field of battle-. The body of Hus¬ 
key ne was found where he had fallen, by one of the family of Abbas, 

Who immediately struck off the head and laid it before his commaa- 
'der ; by whom it was conveyed as usual to the metropolis of the 
IBenni Abbas, as the surest attestation of his triumph. 

As the advocates of Zendicism, a class of schismatics equally stig¬ 
matized for its atheistical and Other detestable doctrines, appear to 
•have acquired at the same ‘time their greatest ascendancy, and to have 
heen generally, if not finally extinguished, under -the reign of U1 
Haudy, we cannot perhaps introduce in a better place, the account 
■Which is here given of that veiy obnoxious sect, on the authority of 
the Tebrian chronicle. 

Their leading, dnd distinguishing principle seems to have been an 
felitire secession frbm the doctrines of Mfissulmanism; the precepts and TarikhTebry, 
ordinances Of Which, they publicly held in 'equal contempt and ridi¬ 
cule. The prophet they admitted to have been a man of consummate 
abilities; through the exertion of which, and his extraordinary pow¬ 
ers oflanguage, he found means to establish the prevailing religion, 
and to compile the much boasted pieces exhibited in the volume of 
the Koran; claiming, as they said, no small degree of merit from 
his prohibition of incestuous intercourse, with mother, sister, and 
‘daughter. And yet to any other human being of equal talents and 
intelligence, it would be easily practicableto introduce asimilar system 
of legislation. For their part, they acknowledged that, like theMagians, 

‘they cohabited with equal freedom, with mother, daughter, and sister. 

'They equallysetat nought, and cast into ridicule, as absurd impositions, 
those fundamental precepts-of Mfissulmanism in particular, whicli 
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inculcate the necessity of prayer and fasting, alms and pilgrimage. 
When they observed, for instance, the zealous Mosslems associated 
in decent order for their devotions, they would scoff at them as so 
many camels preparing to receive their burthens; and when they 
knelt; and went through the routine of their prostrations, they failed 
not to incur the homely reproach of setting their faces to the earth, 
while they presented the opposite extremity to him who ruled the skies. 
In the same strain when, at Mekkah, they witnessed the processions 
round the temple of the Kaaubah, the zendicists would demand with 
a scornful grin, whom it was the enthusiasts sought in that antiquated 
building; and when they observed the sacrifice of sheep on the great 
festival of the Korbaun, they would ask with affected pity, and 
indignation, of what mischief these mild and defenceless quadrupeds 
had been guilty, that their innocent blood should be thus brutally 
spilt in all directions. Thus also,, when the pious multitude tra¬ 
versed the hills of Seffa and Meruah, in the neighbourhood of the 
sacred city, they would inquire with equal scorn and derision, 
what these men had lost, that they ran in such wild extravagance, 
about the rocks and mountains. For thus it was, that on all occasi¬ 
ons, they perpetually derided every circumstance that related to the 
laws and observances of lssl4m. 

In other respects, we are not to be surprised if we find it stated, 
that among all the various systems of faith; which had hitherto pre¬ 
vailed in the world, that of the Zendeiks was the most detestable, 
and the least productive of moral good ; it being the opinion of the, 
Ulema, or theologists, that their doctrines were far more pernicious 
than those of Magian, or Jew, or Christian, or Idolater of whatever 
denoinination; since, observes our author, with a reasoning not dis¬ 
tinctly obvious, there is not an advocate of either of the systems to 
which we have alluded, who does, not allege, when he exchanges 
one mode of faith for another, that he has relinquished error for the 
sake of truth; nor is there an opinion, or proposition advanced in 
either of them, which their respective professors would decline to 
support by such proofs and arguments as they have it in their power 
to produce. The very source indeed of their doctrine seems to lay 
in the grossest incredulity and sophistry, considering, as they do, the 
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most sacred laws and observances, whether of M&ssulraan, Jew, or 
Christian, as founded in error and absurdity. 

, As to the nature of their belief, if belief that can be called which 
denies all revelation, they hold both the existence of God, and the 
legation of his prophets to be equally erroneous and unnecessary. 
■That this world, since it has been in existence, has existed in its 
present form ; and such as it is, it will continue, as long as it shall 
endure. That the whole animal creation is generated and perisfyep 
like the vegetable; which spiings from the earfh, is dried up, and 
restored to the elements in the course of the year, none being able to 
conceive whence it came, or whither it is disappeared ; the produc¬ 
tion and destruction of animals and vegetables being, at the same 
time, both ascribed to the influence of the heavenly bodies, and par¬ 
ticularly to the sun, moon, and stars, perceivable to human vision. 
In other respects, it would appear, that they agreed in reprobating 
those actions which the wisest men of all professions have generally 
proscribed as disgraceful, and injurious to society ; lying, for instance, 
and tyranny, or unjust violence towards our fellow creatures. 
They were moreover scrupulous to avoid the commission of any pf 
those things, which are, in their nature, either scandalous or inde¬ 
corous ; being studious in particular, to appear in such dresses only 
as were graceful and becoming in the eyes of the world. This there¬ 
fore includes the whole theory and practice of the sect, for in religion 
or law, they professed nothing further: and their system, as far as 
we have been able to define it, has received from Oriental writers, 
among other denominations, that of Mundanism : probably as limit¬ 
ing our existence and expectations to the confines of this perishable 
world. Such, at any rate, is the most obvious interpretation which 
the author of these pages has been able to assign to the terms, 
“ Kalaum-e-dehrnian, doctrines of the Mundanists.” The other 
terms are omitted in the manuscript. It will at the same time, possi¬ 
bly occur to the reader, that this odious and persecuted sect might 
have ban led, by a perusal of the works of the Grecian philosophers, 
known to have been long since translated by the princes of the house 
of Ommeyah, to adopt the principles of Epicurus. 
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A. h. 169. It is at the same time affirmed, that its professors were, fotthugr&rter 

JL D. tee. p art> com p 0se d of the most distinguished members of society 5 equally 
Tnrikh distinguished in all the leafniiig of that age, in eloquences awd in 

letii-y. theJr ^ eniug for Arabian poetry. For such, it is admitted, was 

Abdullah the son of U1 Mukeffia, not lefcs celebrated for the purity 
and eloquence of his language and writings, than for his mtfstftrty skill 
in Arabic, Which has classed him among the most sublime and elo¬ 
quent, ih that copious and impressive dialect; and of which his 
beautiful translation into that language, of the Kaleilah-Wo-Dum- 
'hah, (the ok and the wolf, the apologUeS of Baidpay of Pilpai, SO 
trailed) is ^drloced as a splendid and imperishable monument. And 
to him haS accordingly been Assigned the first place in the records ctf 
"the Sect. Such also is described to have been Ally the son of Nef- 
tein, ohe of the chief Commanders of the army, during the reign df 
U 1 Haudy ; ian officer of the higfhe’kt military reputation, and among 
'th'Ose most immediately employed about the person of the sovereign. 
His father, Neftein, had been the favorite slave, or domestic, of U 1 
M'Onsh'r, add held 'the office of keeper of the gfCat'sealdf the Khelatffat 
Wrtddr that monarch,'by whom lie is said tohavebeen honoured aboVeaffl 
Tnank'rhd. He continued to hcfld the siaihe distinguished trust, both 
Under the benevolent MeTfedy/ahd his successor the reigning prince. 
His son Ally, together Vfth his eminent Corrtthhhd in the army, 
possessed the superifltdttdklidfe in chief of the department of intelli¬ 
gence ; the various occurrences Which todk place in different ‘parts 
of the 'empire, ( beihg conveyed to him ih detail by the proper agefrtS, 
"and by "him digested and communicated to the sovereign : for-, observer 
our author, like Yezdan the sdn df BMhn among the genuine PerSi- 
‘hiis, Ally the Sdn of Neftein Wafs extolled ‘as the -modt skilful pettmati 
of the age in which he ‘lived. Another of theSe Worthies, Wife 
Abdullah, the son of ObsiidtiHah tlfe Yezzeir of Mehedy, HVho occa¬ 
sionally ‘dte'ciatdd aSthe deputy of his father, under the government 
of that illustrious riionarch. Others were Abdullah the son of 
©kc’tld, dftheTace r df Abbas, and nearly allied ’to the ‘sovereign on the 
tlirdtie ; and Ytlkub the Son of Aukkail descended frdm tordfch the 
son of Abilulmutltib, at this crisis the acknowledged P’eir dr presby¬ 
ter of the prophet s family, and head of the illustrious race of 
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JIaushem ; neither of whom wetp to fm restrained from embracing A 
jtl}P tenets of this Qbnpxjops gpd persecuted sect. A 

Recommended by tjmse distingpi^hpd persons, the dogmas of Zen- 
dicjsm .were received to a surprising extent ampng all classes and 
4 e^etiptiops of men ; among the most illustrious for their learning 
.and talents, gs \yelj as the superiors <?f religion, anjl flje heirs and 
representatives of the noblest families. In the time of Mehedv, 
jt^Qfe jn particular to whom tljp austerities, the observances of Mus- 
^julflaanism \yere becoipe laborious ; to whose incipience and luxuri¬ 
ous habits the task of parly prayer, pf frequent ablution in the rigors 
jdf winter, and of fasting in the oppressive heats of summer, had 
■become burthensome, or intolerable ; ,to gll those, in short, who con¬ 
sidered it a hardship to dispense wilfi a small proportion of thejr 
wealth in alms, of to restrain themselves ip any shape in the in^ul- 
-geace of their apetites and inclinations, as required * n the sacred 
volume of the law, the tenefs of the Zendicists became a welcome 
and convenient relaxation. 

It .remains to he observed, that when, under the same reign pf 
Mehedy, their proselytes became .thus numerous and formidable, fhe 
chiefs above mentioned consulted .together on the means of givipg fo 
.their .doctrines a permanent form ; by reducing them to a code of 
institutes, similar to .that which governed the system, which it 
appears to have been their principal object to explode. “ In the 
;“ whole design of his religion,” said these innovators, “ nothing that 
“ Mahomraed introduced, has been .more powerful in its influence, 

“ than what he Jhas dictated in the pages of,the Koran ; that boast of 
the Moslems for sublimity of language, for the closeness and per¬ 
spicuity,of i ; ts periods, and the infinite variety of its mysterious 
“allusions; which it is their pride to.extol, as having baffled every 
“effort of the orators, poets, historians and rhetoricians, from the 
.“ period of its descent to the present day, ,to produce in the whole 
'“Arabian language, a single,sectiqn equal in sublimity and beauty of 
“ style. For,” continued they, “ i^ it not proudly asserted by .his 
i“ followers, that if the language of men and genii were combined 
“ together to effect such apurpqse, it would be found impossible to 
compose anything PMafel to it, ? for how indeed should it be possi- 
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A. H. 169. ble to speak as God hath spoken, and to perform what he, In his 

A. D. 786. “infinite power, is alone capable of accomplishing!” Upon such 
Tarikh considerations, the leaders of the sect resolved that it was incumbent 
upon them to produce a book in composition more exquisite, and in 
matter more sublime than the Koran ; to be exhibited to their follow¬ 
ers as what had been invented, through the powers of his own con¬ 
summate eloquence, by Mahommed himself. Here we are constrained 
to confess that this passage, unless indeed it be an error in the man¬ 
uscript, appears totally inconsistent with what we are taught to 
expect from the premises ; which had led us to suppose it was the 
object of these men to prove that by the mere exertion of human skill, 
they were capable of producing what should be superior to the 
boasted performance of that celebrated impostor. 

Be this, however, as it may, the following four persons pledged 
themselves for the execution of the undertaking ; The already men¬ 
tioned Abdullah Mhkeffia ; Abdullah; the son Obaidullah the Vez- 
zeir ; and Abdullah the son of D&oud, of the race of Abbas ; with 
Salah the son of AbdulkodQs, now first introduced to our notice; and 
altogether, in talents and eloquence, the most distinguished among 
Arabians, But as the most eloquent and accomplished men of that 
age, had long since acknowledged the superior talents of Abdullah 
Mukeffia, his collegues united in assigning to him the task of diction 
and composition ; which he accepted on the following stipulations. 
That he should be allowed an entire twelve-month to complete Iris 
undertaking that he should be furnished immediately with so many 
thousand dirhems in specie, and such a supply of parchment and 
writing paper, as he should require ; the paper to serve him in the 
preparation of the draught; and the parchment, for the finished copy 
to be fairly transcribed by his own hand, as best calculated to admit 
of such erasures as might be found further necessary, in giving to the 
performance its utmost perfection, before it was committed to the 
world. He moreover required, that, during the period in which he 
should be thus employed, all his expences should be punctually 
defrayed ; that he should be daily supplied with that species of 
aliment which he described, and knew to suit best with his consti¬ 
tution, and to augment the powers of invention without impairing 
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either the health or the faculties; and, that he might be entirely 
relieved from every species of anxiety, he further required that a 
person should be particularly entrusted ~ with the care of providing 
for these expences, and of supplying all his wants. Finally, in 
order that his mind might be perfectly at ease against every appre¬ 
hension, either of detection or arrest, or of being even suspected to 
be engaged in such an undertaking, he demanded that no person 
should be allowed on any pretence to enter his presence, excepting 
the attendant employed to receive his orders. On these conditions 
he pledged himself, at the end of the year, to produce a complete 
performance, in every point superior to the Korlin ; and each of the 
party, engaging respectively for one or other of these stipulations, 
the son of Ulmftkeffia proceeded without further delay to the execu¬ 
tion of his design. 

At the expiration of six months out of the twelve, in which he was 
pledged to complete his work, no person having hitherto been suffered 
to intrude upon his meditations, his friends became anxious to 
learn what progress he had made towards a conclusion; and no longer 
to be restrained from the gratification of their curiosity, they met 
together and hastened to his apartment. There they beheld him sit¬ 
ting pen in hand, deeply absorbed in study, a sheet of paper laying 
unfolded before him ; and on each hand of him, heaps of paper, writ¬ 
ten over on all sides, and torn to fragments. “ Well friend,” said 
his visiters, “ how hast thou employed thyself for these last six 
“ months ?” “ Alas” answered he, “ I have employed myself in vain ; 
“ for 1 have done nothing.” “ JIow so,” demanded they. “ Thefirst 
“ day on which l entered upon my undertaking,” replied Abdullah, 
“ I applied myself, with the sheets of the Koran laid before me, to 
“ select from it all those particular passages, which I conceived to be 
“ the most remarkable for beauty and sublimity, and which I there- 
“ fore thought the most difficult to emulate or excel; it being my 
“ design to employ myself in the refutation of such passages, while 
“ my faculties .were yet fresh and undisturbed, and before the fatigues 
“ of study should have blunted or impaired the powers of composition. 
“ For this pnrpose 1 commenced reciting them over and over to 
“myself, in order to be the more completely master of the subject, 

VOJL. II. a 


K. h. i*r. 

A. D. 786. 

Tarikh 

Tebry. 



so 

A. H. 100. “ and the better able to discriminate their imperfections. Yet during 

Al P - 78G - “ six whole months that I have thus employed myself, have I been 
Tarikb « jjy a s j n g| e passage ; neither in all that I have invented, 

TebFy * « dictated, and written, obliterated and destroyed, have I yet suc- 
“ ceeded in discharging myself of one sentence that has either met my 
«»own approbation, or that, in the judgment of others, will bear a 
“comparison with the passage which it was designed to excel.” His 
friends desired to know what that formidable passage might be, which 
had thus on the very threshold, defeated his exertions; he told 
them it was a certain sentence, which he repeated to them, from 
the story of Noah, as related in the Korftn. They then requested 
that he would explain to them what he might have committed to 
paper on the subject; that on a more deliberate inspection, something 
might be yet discovered that had possibly escaped his own obser¬ 
vation. The son of l T l Mfikeffia communicated to them accordingly, 
all that he had composed and transcribed, than which it required' 
nothing further to convince them of the truth of the statement which 
he had just given them ; for in the whole of the enormous mass of 
papers, in which he had almost buried himself alive, they could not 
discover a single line or sentence, which either in composition or 
argument could bear the slightest comparison with the sacred text, 
which for six months he had, in one instance only, attempted to 
surpass. An occasion is here taken to repeat, that this man was 
acknowledged to be possessed of talents and genius, not inferior to 
any one of the age in which he lived. “ If in six months,” observed 
his friends on this mortifying discovery, “thou hast failed to produce 
“ the refutation of one solitary passage in the Koran, in what rea¬ 
sonable period dost thou conceive it possible, either to controvert. 
“ or parallel the numberless ordinances, decisions, mysterious and 
“ wonderful maxims, with which that extraordinary volume so 
“ extensively abounds ? This is a task to which thou art decidedly 
“ incompetent. Arise, and consign it to some one better qualified.” 
The project was however finally relinquished as a hopeless concern, 
and they were compelled to rely, for the advancement of their doc¬ 
trines, on other expedients, less dubious in the experiment, and 
|>ecadventure more favorable to their views of success. 
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At all events their proselytes continued to multiply, with consider¬ 
able rapidity, until, under the reign of Mehedy, too openly aspiring at 
predominance, the Almighty influenced the councils of that prince 
to destroy them by the sword, in a manner so effectually, that of all 
their leaders, few survived. Two chiefs of the illustrious race of 
Hashem, the greatgrandfather of the prophet, were however suffered 
for a time to escape the destiny of their associates. These were 
Yakfib, here called the son of U 1 Fuzzul, perhaps of Aukkail already 
mentioned, and Abdullah the son of D&oud, of the house of Abbas, 
both indebted for their preservation to a vow of Mehedy’s. For so 
many of that distinguished race had been already cut off by the san¬ 
guinary vengeance ofUl Munsur, that Mehedy began to apprehend 
the entire extinction of the family; and he had therefore sworn 
never to put any of them to death. He was accordingly satisfied 
with immuring these two noble persons for life within the enclosure 
-of a prison. When H&dy ascended the throne of the Khalifs, they 
were however commanded to his presence, in order that they might 
be prevailed upon to abjure their pernicious principles. They con¬ 
tinued, notwithstanding* unshaken in their prejudices : persisted in 
their declaration, that the religion of the Mosslems was nothing, and 
that the Koran was neither the word, nor Mahommed the apostle of 
God. “ At any rate,” added these men, “ produce to us the proofs 
“ of your system, that we may examine and convince ourselves; 
“ before we embrace it.” On which the whole body of Ulema 
learned'in the law, with the readers and expounders of the sacred 
code, entered into a public and solemn disputation with them, and, if 
we may credit the assurance of our author, established their claims 
to orthodoxy on the clearest proofs. Their arguments were however 
lost upon these misguided fanatics, who persevered with inflexible 
obstinacy, in rejecting the wholesome tiuths of Issl&m. And a 
daughter of Yakub, being found on her own avowal, pregnant by her 
father, the incestuous intercourse became an aggravation of his 
crimes and impieties, and he was, together with the same daughter, 
and the wretched associate of his errors, condemned to terminate his 
existence on a gallows. This is said to have extinguished, for the 
present atleast, every remnant.of a sect, which for some time appears 
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A. H. inn. to have excited in the disciples of the Koran, no inconsiderable 

A. D. 7R«. alarm for the stability of the orthodox religion. 

Tarikli Resuming the narrative the history proceeds to observe, that the 

T<bl> Khalif ul Wady had for some time lived on terms of great displeasure 
with the dowager Kheizranah, the common mother of himself and 
Ilarun. This princess had, it would appear, during the life of Me* 
hedv, experienced an indulgence without bounds, her husband with¬ 
holding from her nothing that she desired, even to the marks of 
public honor usually reserved for the person of the sovereign ; the 
general and great officers of state being long accustomed to pay, 
homage at her palace, before they proceeded to the presence of Me- 
hedy ; thus in appearance at least, fixing the precedence in dignity at 
the gate of Kheizranah. She possessed herself, moreover, of what 
does not exactly seem either becoming or expedient in the system 
of oriental manners, the channel of every application to royal favor. 
On the accession of Ul Iiady, she continued to conduct herself, as if 
she expected to retain this species of influence unimpaired ; but her 
son finding himself considerably embarrassed, soon determined to 
retrench that influence, by treating all her applications with a steady 
and mortifying refusal. Under these circumstances, a female atten¬ 
dant, who was the bearer of such communications as occasionally 
passed between the Khalif and his mother, had conveyed to him an 
application from the same quarter, in behalf of Abdullah the son of 
Malek, captain of the guards, or household troops, in the time of 
Mehedy, which he, as usual, rejected. The application was repeated 
by the mother in person, who implored that her son would spare her 
this one mortifying refusal, as her word had been particularly pledged 
on the occasion ; and she assured him it would be the last time that 
he should suffer from a mother’s importunities. To this Ul iluJy 
demanded in a tone ot indignation, v\ ho she conceived herself to be, 
and on what grounds authorized to promise, or engage her influence 
to promote the views of any man ; neither did he comprehend the 
object of that concourse, which, as if it were the mansion of royalty, 
daily resorted to her gate. It would become her far better to confine 
herself to domestic occupations ; to her spindle and cotton ; to the 
Study of her Koran, and the discharge of her religious duties. For 
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fchat purpose encourage that useless resort of applicants at her gate? 1 
Henceforward, if he found that a single individual frequented her 
palace with any such design, she might rest assured of his highest 
disapprobation and displeasure. On w'hich, Kheizranah quitted his 
presence in tears and sorrow. 

This was followed bv a stern charge to his courtiers to discontinue 
at their peril, that species of intercourse with his mother, which, when 
their own mothers were concerned, they had acknowledged to be so 
gross a violation of decorum. This succeeded in banishing the 
resort of suitors from the palace of Kheizraunah; but the attempt 
which he made about a month afterwards to destroy her by poison, 
under the mask of proffered kindness, would be sufficient, without 
any further proof, to brand with infamy the memory of UI Haudy, 
were it not in some degree surpassed by the implacable cruelty of a 
mother's vengeance, to which he ultimately fell himself a victim. 
For the present, however, the altercation terminated in a solemn vow, 
on the part of Kheizraunah, that she would never more hold either 
converse or communication with this unnatural son. 

It is alleged that Ul Haudy, before he had been long in posses¬ 
sion of the sove eign power, entertained the design of extruding his 
brother llarun from his claim to the succession, for the purpose of 
securing it "for his own son J&uffer : and the circumstance coming 
to the knowledge of Harun, the latter consulted with Yaheyathe 
son of Khaled, of the race of Barmek, whose consummate prudence 
was long become proverbial with every rank and age, on the steps 
which he was to follow for the preservation of his rights. Yaheya 
admonished him, without disguise, to beware of acceding to any 
proposal which might eventually debar'him from the glories of a 
crown. Of which honest admonition, Ul Haudy, by some means or 
other, becoming apprized, Yaheya was immediately seized and com¬ 
mitted to the wholesome solitude of a prison. From thence, as was 
related at a subsequent period by Mahommed, one of the sons of that 
illustrious minister, he addressed a note to Ul Haudy, requesting 
that he might be favored with a prizite interview, as he had some 
advice to offer, of considerable importance. He was accordingly 
admitted to the presence of Ul Haudy, who demanded what it was 
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A. H. 160. he had to say. “ I would first desire to know,” observed Yaheya. 
A. D. 786. j n reply, “ whether at the present crisis, if a misfortune were to hap- 
Kholaussut- “ pen to the person of my sovereign, which may his servant never 
ul-aklibaur. tt Kye tQ behold> ^ different orders of the people are prepared to 

“ submit to the authority of a minor, such as Jauffer, so long before 
“ he has attained to the age of discretion,” “ That is a reflection 
“ from which I have derived some uneasiness,” said the Khalif. 
“ I believe it not impossible,” continued Yaheya, “that certain distin- 
“ guished personages of the race of Hashem,”, whom he named, 
“ might interfere onsuch an occasion; and that the sovereignty might* 
“not improbably, depart altogether from the sons of Mehedy.” After, 
allowing to the Khalif a moment’s reflection, Yaheya assumed suffi¬ 
cient confidence to state further, that he conceived it, for the present,, 
most advisable to desist from urging the abdication of Harfin ; and 
that he would be responsible to prevail upon him to acknowledge, the 
authority of Jauffer, the moment he became of age. U1 Haudy 
appears to have assented to this species of arrangement, and permit¬ 
ted Yaheya to return to his prison. Nevertheless, it will soon be 
found that the jealousy, the aversion, which had possessed: the mind 
of LT Haudy against his brother and his too zealous adviser, was of 
a nature that no palliative could remove or appease. 

Such a state of mind could not, perhaps, long continue unproduc¬ 
tive of some violent result. Accordingly H&rethmah the son of 
Eyftn, one of the principal ministers of U1 Hady is introduced to 
relate, that he was summoned by, his master to attend him one day 
contrary to custom, in his private cabinet. When he repaired to his 
presence, he was desired to secure the door, and be seated; and that 
when, in some degree of perturbation, he had obeyed these com¬ 
mands, the Khalif addressed him in the following terms. “Thou 
“ hast doubtless witnessed the manner in which this dog of a schis- 
“ matic, Yaheya the son of Khaled, presumes to comport himself 
“ towards me, in his undisguised intrigues, to bias the affections of the 
“ people in favor of Harun. This night it will behove thee to bring 
“ me the head of Harun.” Trembling in every limb at these por¬ 
tentous words, the minister implored his master, with the deepest 
humility, to consider that Rashid was his own and only brother, and 



that if, without a crime, he should put him to death, he, the minister, 
would forever incur, both here and hereafter, the reprobation of God and 
man, “If my orders ate disobeyed," observed U1 Hhdy, “ thy own head 
w ill be theforfeit.” On which, Harethmah feeling himself constrained 
to express his compliance, the Khalif proceeded further to direct, 
that when he- had dispatched the business of Harun, he was imme¬ 
diately to visit the prisons, and banish to another world, every indi¬ 
vidual whom he should find there, belonging to the race of Abutau- 
leb. And he was last of all, to take a division of the troops and 
march towards Kufah; which city, after withdrawing from it all the 
posterity of Abbas, with their dependants, he was to consume to 
ashes. Harethmah again endeavoured to remonstrate on the magni¬ 
tude of the task thus imposed upon him, when his master put an 
end to all argument, by assuring him that there was no alternative; 
and that he was not to stir from the spot until he received his final 
orders to proceed to the execution of the several duties, which he 
was now selected to discharge. 

L I Hady then withdrew to some other part of the palace, leaving 
Harethmah to meditate in silence and alarm on what had passed ; 
the latter not a little aggravated by the apprehension, that having 
discovered his unwillingness to be the instrument of his cruelty, the 
Khalif was about to devolve the odious service to some other person ; 
and that on his return, he should infalliby be made the sacrifice of 
his vengeance. At all events he determined, if it was his destiny to 
escape the present danger, to seek some distant abode, where 
unknown and undistinguished, he might pass his days in peace and 
obscurity. In this-state «of painful incertitude he continued until 
midnight, when a domestic appeared and told him that the Khalif 
required his attendance. On which, having solemnly repeated his 
profession of faith, as if about to die, he followed the domestic until 
he found himself in a part of the palace where his ears were assailed 
by the voices of the women. Here he made a resolute stand, declar¬ 
ing, that he should not advance a step further, unless he was directed 
to approach in the Khalif’s own voice. At this moment he heard 
himself addressed by one of the females, who called out that she was 
Kheiaraunah, and who desired him to enter, and behold what had befallen 
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them. He accordingly ventured into the apartment, where Kheiz* 
raunah informed him from behind the hangings, that God Alndghty 
had delivered himself and all mankind-from the tyranny of Mftssa; for 
he was dead. “ Go,” said she, “ and convince thj'self.” On which, 
removing the linen cover, which had been thrown over the face of 
U1 Hsuly, he found indeed, as she had represented, that the tyrant 
was no more. Kheizraunah then proceeded to relate, that coming 
to the apartment where he now lay, she had cast the veil from her head, 
and implored Id Hady to spare the life of his brother ; and that, con¬ 
tinuing to resist all her intr atics with unrelenting obstinacy, he was 
suddenly seized with a fit of coughing, of which, as every expedient 
to relieve him proved unavailing, he expired. She concluded, by 
charging Il&rethmah to repair without delay to Yaheya the son of 
Ki Med, and announce the ev. nt, with her desire that he should 
immediately secure for Harunrashid, the entire allegiance of the 
people. In compliance with her instructions, Harethmah hastened 
accordingly to apprize Yaheya of the unexpected catastrophe, and 
to make with him the arrangements necessary to the inauguration of 
Harun. Abdullah Mamfin, the eldest son of Ilarun, by a concubine, 
was born, it would appear, the same night, which has therefore 
received from historians, the appellation of Leylut-e-llashemiah, the 
night of the Hkshemites ; being distinguished by the death of one 
Khalif, the enthronement of another, and the birth of a third. 

1 he death of U1 Haudy has however been ascribed by histori¬ 
ans to a variety ofesuses. According to the statement of one of them, 
a worm was generated in his bowels, which prevented him alike 
from rest and sustenance, and in three days, after producing the 
most eruel suffering, put a period to his existence. This was pro¬ 
nounced by his mother a judgment for his crimes. Another state¬ 
ment is introduced to allege, that his women were bribed by the 
money of Kheizraunah, to smother him with bolsters, while over¬ 
come with wine and debauch* By a third, it is ascribed to an 
immediate manifestation of divine justice, for an act of wanton 
and deliberate cruelty. Some days previous to his disolution, while 
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amusing himself in the neighbourhood of Eissa-abad, a Fer&sh, or car- A. H. I7#i 
pet spreader, was employed in unfolding some hangings to intercept A - D - 786 - 
the view of the multitude from U1 Haudy, when the latter suddenly Y^khbaur* 
demanded of his courtiers whether they thought he had sufficient 
skill to lodge an arrow in the heart of this man. At the same time 
that they gave him full credit for his skill, they honestly represented 
the atrocious inhumanity of imbruing his hands in the blood of his 
unconscious and unoffending attendant. The Khalif was, however, 
not to be dissuaded from his rash experiment, and the unfortunate 
and unsuspecting Ferasb, receiving the arrow through his body, 
expired on the spot. The foul deed immediately struck the wretched 
monarch in all its horrors. He sent for all the relatives of his 
murdered domestic, and endeavoured, by all the sacrifices in his power, 
to satisfy and appease their resentment. But the just vengeance of his 
creator was not to be averted. An eruption made its appearance on 
the upper part of his foot, in the shape of a small pimple, which 
though it was the employment of four persons to rub, or chafe it 
without intermission, never suffered him to enjoy a moment’s repose. 

It at last produced a mortification, the odour of which was so offen¬ 
sive, that it became almost impossible to approach the apartment 
in which he lay. In this state he languished to the third day, when 
he sunk into the arms of death. 

This event, whatever were the circumstances by which it was TarikhTebry, 
occasioned or attended, is stated to have taken place at Eissa-abad, a 
dependency of the district of Mossfil, on the eighth day of the first 
Rebbeia, of the year one hundred and seventy ;* U1 H&dy being as 
•yet no more than six and twenty, and having reigned but thirteen 
months and some days, calculating from the demise of his predecessor. 

He was buried in one of his gardens at Eissa-abad, his brother 
Harun performing the funeral obsequies over his grave. In his per¬ 
son he is described to have been tall; in his countenance handsome^ 
and in complexion fair. His lower lip being, however, shorter than 
the upper, and his upper teeth longer than the lip, were so protruded 
as to give to his visage an appearance rather ludicrous, and to pro¬ 
cure him the nick-name of Mussa Ettebaka, Mussa shut *you£ 

* September 6th, A. D. 786. 
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mouth. In other respects* he has been branded to posterity as an 
inexorable and sanguinary tyrant, unsparing in his dispensation of 
the laws of public justice, which, untempered with mercy, he 
administered to the extremity of rigour.* 

Ureashid B’Illah llAiiUN,t the son of Mehedy, fifth Khalifof 
the house of Abbas, on the night on which his brother perished in tire 
man per above related, was securely established, through the prompt 
and united exertions of Yaheya the son of Khaled, and the above- 
mentioned Harethmah, or Harthemah, on the throne of the Khelau- 
fut. Having performed the last duties to the remains of Ul Haudy, 
the new monarch hastened the next day to the metropolis of Bagh¬ 
dad ; where, with the seal of state, he consigned to Yaheya the son 
of Khaled, of whose prudence and attachment he had experienced 
repeated proofs, the entire and absolute management of his empire. 
In the ensuing month of Shavaul, his favorite consort, Zobaidah, 
was delivered of Mahommed ul Amein, just seven mouths and twenty 
days after his accession.$ 

At the period of his exaltation, Ilarun had attained to his two 
.and twentieth year, having been born at Rid, or Rey, while his fa¬ 
ther was residing at that city; and the birth of Fazad the son of 
Yaheya, taking place ten days afterwards, his mother was chosen for 
the nurse of Harun, and Fazzel became thus the roster brother of his 
future sovereign; a circumstance which may further account for the 
unbounded influence enjoyed, under the reign of this monarch, by 
the illustrious family of Barmek. 

As the allegiance of the principal officers of the army had been 
already pledged, at the requisition of Ul Hady, to his nephew Jauf- 
fer, Harun’s earliest attention was directed to remove this embar¬ 
rassment; and the young prince was accordingly prevailed upon to 
make a public abdication of his claims; declaring, that he freely 
absolved from their engagements, those who had sworn to be faithful to 
himself, and that the imperial dignity had justly devolved to his uncla 
Harun. 

* Jfcbolausiut-ubakbbaur. f By the grace of God, the sage, discreet, prudent, 

* KbolausAut-ul-akbbaui, 



When every precaution had been thus taken to secure his rights A. H. 1W. 
“against all competition, Harfin, as he was standing one day surrounded A. D. 7B8. 
by his troops near the bridge of the Tigris, related to his minister Tarikb 
Yaheya that he had received from his father, a ruby, the value of ' Tebl > 
which had been estimated at one hundred thousand dirhems.* This 
beautiful jewel, as he wore it 'on one of his visits to U1 Hady, had 
unfortunately ekcited the cupidity of that prince, and he was sur¬ 
prised on his way home, by a message desiring that it might be 
immediately sent to him. When this unexpected request was 
communicated to him, he happened to be on that part of the bridgte 
hear which they now stood; and feeling himself not a little provoked, 
he drew the ring from his finger, and immediately cast it into the 
river. He acknowledged at the same time, that a period of five 
months had elapsed, since the circumstance had taken place. 
Nevertheless he now desired that some divers might be immediately- 
employed to try whether they could not recover his ring. These 
men, notwithstanding their representations of the impracticability of 
succeeding in such an attempt after such a lapse of time, were accord¬ 
ingly directed to plunge into the stream of the Tigris; and having 
sufficiently explored the bottom of the river", they at last, contrary 
to all expectation and probability, brought up the ring ; which,-as an 
omen auspicious to his reign, was received by Haruti with abundant 
satisfaction. Such a circumstance may perhaps, by many of our 
readers, be considered too romantic for serious history; nevertheless 
finding it almost immediately on the threshold, We have not been 
able to reject it entirely. We shall now proceed to the more 
important events, such as they stand recorded in the manuscript 
before us, of the reign of this celebrated monarch, whose name and 
private history are already so familiar to our earliest recollections. 

Although the seals of his government had, in the manner already 
related, been consigned by Harun to liis minister Yaheya, of the race 
of Barmek, the dowager Kheizraunah had, in a great measure, 
resumed the influence which she had been seen to exercise, during 
the reign of Mehedy. Nothing was therefore, for a long time, carri xl 
into execution by the minister, without the previous consideration 
and sanction of that princess. In the mean time, iiarun, who 
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seems to have embarrassed himself as little as possible with tl^ca**e$- 
of sovereignty, was engaged about this period on a visit to the ancient 
city of Tfiss, which he repeopled, and restored to a state of repair. 

In the commencement of the year one hundred and seventy-three,* 
on her return from a pilgrimage to Mekkah, Kheizraunah reposed, in 
the arms of death, from the anxieties of ambition. An event which 
.lodged the delegated, authority of government, without an associate, 
in the hands of Yaheya. The latter being then employed in Khor- 
assaun, was immediately recalled, and his grandson, Abbas the son 
of Jauffer, appointed to succeed him as governor of that province. 

In the course of one hundred and seventy-five,■]* Mahommed ul 
Amein, the son ofllkrun by Zobaidah, then only in his fifth year, 
was declared heir apparent to the Khelaufut, to the exclusion of his 
elder brother ul Mamun : an arrangement with which, as it was 
expected there might be some dissatisfaction among the people of 
Kliorassaun, on account of the minority of Amein, Fazzel the son of 
Yaheya, the governor of the young prince, and the foster brother of 
Ilarfin, was deputed to preside over that province ; instead of Abbas 
the son of Jauff er, who was now recalled, until the allegiance of that 
important part of the empire should be secured for the heir apparent 
elect. This object being however completed at the expiration of a 
twelve-month, Fazzel was himself recalled ; and the government of 
Kborassaun transferred by Ilkrun to his own maternal uncle Otreif, 
the couzin german of Kheizraunah, here stated to have been origi¬ 
nally of Yemen ; but being removed by the vicissitudes of war and 
fortune, to Mossul, and ultimately to Tebristaun, she there fell into 
the hands of Mehedy, and became his favorite mistress. The address 
of Fazzel was next employed to secure for his pupil the allegiance of 
Ir&k; and being equally fortunate in his exertions in that province, 
his services were immediately remunerated by the government of all 
the territory lying to the westward and northward of Khorassaun ; 
including the dependencies of Rai, Koumiss, Tebristaun, (the anci¬ 
ent Hyrcania) and Kohestaun, Hamadaun and Nihawend, to the 
borders of Irkk, together with the whole of Azerbayjan, and part of 
Armenia. 


•June or July, A. D. 789, 
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We afe now "brought to the year one hundred and seventy six, in A. H. 176» 
Which Yaheya the son of Abdullah ul Husseyny, the Fatimite, A. D. 792. 
revolted against the authority of Ilarun, and made, himself master of 
the inaccessible province of Tebristaun. The fateofHusseyne, who 
fell near Mekkah, in the reign of Ul Hady, has already occurred to 
the! attention of the reader. He left two cousins, Yaheya and Idris, 
brothers of the Mahommed and Ibrauhim, who revolted, the one at 
Medeinah, and the other at Bassorah, in the time of Ul Munsur. 

On the death of their relative near Mekkah, Yaheya and Idris con¬ 
trived to escape from the field of battle, the latter to Tinjah, sup¬ 
posed to be Tangier on the coast of Africa, where he successfully 
proclaimed the rights of his family, and was. acknowledged by the 
people. But he was subsequently reached by the emissaries of Ul 
H£tdy, and destroyed by poison. Yaheya, on the contrary, directed 
his flight into GuilSn, where he was cordially received by the natives, 
who recognized his authority, and soon enabled him to appear at the 
head of a numerous army. 

The adjoining province of Tebristaun being under the authority of 
Fazzel Barmekky, an army of fifty thousand men was allotted to him 
by Harun, for the suppression of this revolt against his government. 

With this force Fazzel proceeded to the city of Rai, where he 
remained stationary for a twelve-month, engaged in a negociation 
with the insurgent Yaheya. At the expiration of that period, he 
prevailed upon Yaheya by various promises to lay aside his hostile 
views, and to throw himself on the clemency of Harfin. Before he 
finally consented, however, to place himself in the hands of his enemies, 

Y aheya transmitted to Fazzel the schedule of a treaty, to which he 
required the signature of the Klialif, as a guarantee for the perform¬ 
ance of the conditions. The treaty was accordingly conveyed to 
Harun.and returned by him soon afterwards, with his own ratifica¬ 
tion, attested by the hand Writing of many of the principal members 
of his court, and of the most respectable citizens of Baghdad. Ya¬ 
heya no longer hesitated to commit himself to the protection of 
Fazzel, who proceeded without delay to conduct him towards the 
metropolis; and Harftn, on his part, appearing infinitely gratified by this 
attainment of his object, without the hazard of a conflict, ordered < 



62 

A. H. 178 . lie streets of the city to be splendidly decorated for tfhe reception of 
A. D. 792 . Yaheya, who was treated on the occasion with a distinction bcyotsd 
Tarikl ' his most flattering expectations. He continued to experience the 
Tebry. game liberal treatment for about five months ; but at the expiration 
of that period, on the pretence that some letters had been intercepted 
coming to him from the refractory Deylemites, he was thrown into 
prison. The sequel of his story will appear in due time. 

In the course of one hundred and seventy-seven,* the government 
of Khorassaun was transferred, on the removal of Otreif, to Hatnzah 
the son of MaJek. That of Egypt was about the same time bestowed 
upon Jauffer Barmekky, the son of the prime minister, and the parti¬ 
cular favorite of Har&n. Hamzah enjoyed his authority for about 
a twelve month, when he was recalled, and the noble and extensive 
province under his jurisdiction, consigned to the able and accom¬ 
plished Fazzel. This latter took possession, of bis government in one 
hundred and seventy-eight,-f and during the period of seven years, in 
which it is here said to have continued under his authority, although 
we do not exactly comprehend how this is to be reconciled with the 
appointments and removals, which will immediately appear, rendered 
himself not less distinguished by his exemplary justice and integrity, 
than hy his consummate prudence and abilities. The following year 
Jauffer was sent for by Harftn, to appease the commotions which are 
acknowledged about this period to have arisen in Syria : such indeed 
as to have required the services of some of the most distinguished 
captains in the empire ; and among others of Harethmah the son of 
.Eyfln, who was withdrawn on the occasion from his command in 
Africa. Supported!, however, by the presence and exertions of this 
-able commander and his associates, Jauffer succeeded in a short 
time, in restoring the tranquillity of his province ; and in the course 
•of the year consigning it to the charge of a deputy, repaired to Bagh¬ 
dad. Notwithstanding the circumstance just related, with respect to 
his brother Fazzel, the government of Khorassaun was now conferred 
upon Jauffer, that of Syria, with probably that of Egypt, being 
assigned to his son Eissa. In the course of the same year, having 
-contracted some dislike to the metropolis of Baghdad, because, as he 
alleged, the air of the place did not agree with his constitution, 
Harun transferred his residence to Rakkah on the Euphrates, (the 

* A. D* 793, tA.D. 794, 
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-fjMjjeot N-icephorium) here stated to be a dependency of Moss&e, 
having established U1 Amein in the government of the capital. From 
Rakkab he removed, however, in a short time to Heirah; but receiv¬ 
ing some offence or other from the inhabitants, he quitted that place 
after adding considerably to its buildings, and returned again to 
Rakkah, which appears henceforward to have become his principal 
and favorite residence. 

During the year one hundred and eighty, we are informed that 
Harun was engaged at the head of a great army, in a religious expe¬ 
dition against the territories of the Greek empire; of which, however, 
the author has furnished us with no other circumstances, than that 
he reduced and laid in ruins, the city of Sefsauf, (the city of willows): 
but whether this refers to the subsequent hostilities in the time of 
Hicephorus the first, during which, it is said, that he destroyed the 
city of Heraclea, on the Euxine, it is not at present easy to determine. 
If the date is at all to be relied on, this invasion is, however, to bn 
assigned to the reign of the ambitious Irene, whose contests with her 
son may have encouraged the hostile desigpsof Harun. On his return 
from this expedition, Harun conferred the government of Khorassaun 
upon Ally the son of Eissa ben Mahan. But a charge of malversa* 
tion being conveyed against that chief, he was recalled at the expir¬ 
ation of a twelve month, being directed to leave his province under 
the administration of a deputy. The governor of Khorassaun ap* 
pointing his own son Yaheya to command in his absence, hastened 
to vindicate his conduct, loaded with a profusion of presents for the 
Khalifi whom he found means to conciliate without great difficulty; 
and in short, to convince that he had been unjustly calumniated. 
He was inconsequence sent back in triumph, to wreak hiavengeance 
on his accusers. About the same period an insurrection broke out in 
the territory of Nissa, on the border of Khorassaun towards Kharezm. 
of which, a certain rebel of the name of Ebtenul Khaterb, was at the 
head. But Ally the son of Eissa, being directed as the lieutenant 
Of U1 Mamun, now associated with his brother as co-heir to the em¬ 
pire, to oppose the .insurgent, their chief was soon afterwards killed 
by that commander, and the insurrection entirely suppresed. 
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A. H. 186 . During the year one hundred and eighty six, Harfin, accompanied 

A. D. 803. by t be two young princes, his sons, proceeded on a religious visit to 

Khoiaussut- the two gacred cities while at Yathreb, (Medeinah, formerly so 
called) he distributed to the inhabitants three separate and magni¬ 
ficent largesses, one in the name of himself, and the others in those 
of his two sons. Similar proofs of his liberality were exhibited at 
Mekkah ; so that the charges occasioned by these disbursements, and 
other expences of his pilgrimage, are said to have amounted to the 
sum of one million of dinaurs,*and fifty thousand dirhems.f It has 
been already noticed, that U1 Amein stood nominated as sole succes¬ 
sor to the throne of the Khalifs, as far back as the year one hundred 
and seventy-five ; but as he and his elder brother grew towards man¬ 
hood, their father sought to obviate the jealousies and hostilities 
w r hich might too probably ensue, by an equal division of the empire 
between them. For this purpose he had recently caused U1 Mamfln 
to be publicly announced as heir to the Khelaufut, next after Ui 
Amein ; on which occasion the empire appears to have been appor¬ 
tioned betwixt the two princes, in the following manner. The pro¬ 
vinces eastward of the ridges of HCdwaun, comprising the various 
territories of Kermansh&han, Nihawend, Kom, and Kash&n, Isfahaun, 
Farss and Kermaun ; Rai, Koumiss, Tebristaun, Khorassaun, with 
Mauwerunneher, the country beyond the Oxus so called, Z&bul, 
and K&bfil, and the territory on the Indus, including a part of 
Ilindostaun, were alloted to UI M&m£in. While Baghdad, Wausset, 
Kufah and Bassorah, with all western Irak, the two provinces of 
Syria, Mossule and Jezzeirah, (on the Upper Tigris and Euphrates) 
Hejauz and Egypt, to the remotest boundaries of the west, became 
the share of UI Amein. In the instrument by which Ha-rfin had thus 
disposed of this splendid inheritance, it was further stipulated that 
UI Amein should fix the seat of his government at Baghdhd, and UI 
MSmun at Meru ; and that on the death of either, the whole of his 
allotment should devolve to the survivor. When it was however 
understood that, in this magnificent distribution, the Khalif had 
entirely excluded a younger son of the name of Kaussem, whos© 

•At the lowest 458.333/. 6». 8 d. t About 1,145/. 1G«, 8d p 
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education had been entrusted to Abdulm&lek the son ofSalah, of the 
race of Abbas, the latter wrote to Harfin soliciting that his pupil 
might not be left so totally destitute of all participation in his favor. 
Some of the towns of Jezzeirah, with Mossule, and the territory 
adjoining to the frontiers of Rfim,* and the defiles of Mount Taurus, 
were accordingly assigned to that prince, with thetitleof MAtemmen,or 
trust worthy, which was conferred upon him at the same time by his 
father. To add the last solemnity to these arrangements, it is further 
said, that the two princes, U1 Amein and U1 Mamun, were publicly 
sworn in the sanctuary of the Kaaubah by their father, on this occa¬ 
sion, never to engage in hostilities against each other; all the nobles 
of the empire on the spot were called upon to bear witness to the 
engagement; and the stipulations of the instrument of succession 
thus solemnly ratified, being then published aloud from the vestibule, 
Harfin finally directed that a copy of it should be suspended at the 
door of the Kaaubah. But as the paper happened to drop from the 
hands of the person -employed to suspend it, the by-standers drew 
from the circumstance, an omen inauspicious to the conclusion. 
They did not hesitate to predict that the expectations founded upon 
it, would never be realized ; and that the harmony of the two bro¬ 
thers was not destined to be of any duration. These important 
arrangements dispatched, Hariin returned soon afterwards to Rakkah, 
sending U1 Amein to take up his abode at Baghdad. 

Hitherto the character of Harftnr, if it exhibits nothing peculiarly 
attractive, may nevertheless be contemplated, if not with approba¬ 
tion, certainly without aversion ; but it is said that one of the inse¬ 
parable properties of arbitrary power, is to pervert and vitiate the 
noblest propensities of the heart. At all events the story which now 
claims our attention, of his unrelenting cruelty to the illustrious 
race of Barmek, who had so long served him with such distinguished 
proofs of zeal and fidelity, would lead us to infer, that in a period 
of seventeen years, from a prince of moderate, if not amiable qual¬ 
ities, he was become a detestable and sanguinary tyrant. 

Of this illustrious family, long known to the western world un¬ 
der the designation of the Barmecides, the oriental writers have in 
general united to consecrate the memory, to the esteem and applause 

'Anatolia. 

K 


A. H. 18& 

A. D. 802. 

Kholaussut- 

ul-akbbaun 


VOL. II, 



60 

A. H. 188 . of posterity-. To Yaheya the prime minister, exclusive of his traps- 
D ’ 80-2 ' cendent wisdom, and the most exalted mental attainments, they 
have in particular ascribed every laudable and virtuous quality that 
can aspire to, or command the love and admiration of mankind. 
His son Fazzel, together with the most unbounded liberality of dis¬ 
position, they have endowed with the most exemplary and ardent 
zeal to promote the ends of justice. For JautFer, another of the sons 
of Yaheya, in addition to ail these qualities, which he also possessed 
in a very eminent degree, they claim an unrivalled excellence in skilful 
penmanship, and elegauce of composition ; the former an acquire¬ 
ment of no trifling value, before the inestimable discovery of the art of 
printing had superseded its importance. To Mahommed the third, they 
have assigned themost exalted magnanimity; andon Mussa, the fourth 
son of this enviable parent, they have bestowed the wreath of prowess, 
and intrepidity of mind, in which he is said to have surpassed all 
parallel or competition. In short, such was the influence implanted 
m the bosom of HarAn by this unrivalled display of talents and 
virtue, that from the earliest period of his accession, to the year one 
hundred and eighty-seven, when his disposition towards them un¬ 
derwent a fearful change, the entire administration of his exten¬ 
sive dominions, in all its departments,, was entrusted to the sole 
and exclusive management of Yaheya, and the admirable band of 
brothers whom we have just described; with this only distinction, 
that Fazzel, and Jauflier, but the latter in particular, enjoyed a 
more unreserved and intimate share in the confidence of their sover¬ 
eign ; which they nobly justified by the brightest example of liber¬ 
ality and beneficence. 

When their father became advanced in years, Fazzel and Jauffer 
were alternately employed, at the discretion of Harun, as his depu- 
TarikbTebry. t j eg j n t h e civil administration of the empire ; that being a branch of 
the service from which, by their military designation, the two other 
brothers, Mahommed and Mussa, both Ameirs, or generals in the 
army, appear to have been excluded. Yaheya had at the same time 
other children; and each of the sons was the parent of a numerous 
family, which promised to continue the name to a remote posterity* 
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Each was distinguished by the highest employments of the state, A. H. 18fr, 
either civil or military ; and all grew great under the influence of A. D. soa. 
their father’s acknowledged talents and superior abilities. Tarikh 

< It has been already intimated that of the two elder brothers, Fazzel Tcbrjk 
and Jauffer, the latter enjoyed a more distinguished share in the 
Khalif’s favor; this is, perhaps, to be accounted for by the following 
circumstance. We have seen it stated on a former occasion, that 
Fazzel was the foster brother of Harun, nursed at the same breast. 

A tie which produced betwixt them, as might have been expected, 
the closest intimacy and affection. Hence in process of time, Fazzel 
became the associate of his master’s most private pleasures, from 
which a liberal indulgence in wine was not excluded. But as these 
scenes of indulgence passed in the midst of the women of the Kha¬ 
lif’s family, and were heightened by all the charms of poetry and 
music, Fazzel found it extremely difficult to close his eyes against 
the fascination which surrounded him. He therefore prudently with¬ 
drew himself from the spell, and above ail things, ever afterwards 
abstained from the use of wine. Whether this was considered as 
a tacit condemnation of the debauched and effeminate life of his so¬ 
vereign, we are left to determine. The favor of Harun was, how¬ 
ever, soon afterwards transferred to Jauffer, who became then, to his 
misfortune, the inseparable companion of those pleasures, from 
which his brother had, to all appearance, so prudently withdrawn. 

Broken with age, and the cares and anxieties of his important and 
laborious trust, Yaheyahad long since besought his master’s permis¬ 
sion to retire from office, and pass the remainder of his days at Mek- 
kah. In this, however, he had not been able to succeed; Harun 
alleging from time to time, that as his sonsFazzeland Jauffer were both 
eminently qualified for the Vizaurut, he might appoint either of 
them that he thought proper, to officiate in his room: that he would 
be always prepared to attend to such measures as they were disposed to 
submit for the sanction of his orders. He should only require of them 
still to avail themselves of the matured counsels and experience of 
their father, by subjecting such orders to his consideration, previous 
to their final execution. At the same time, though he forbore to 
acknowledge it, the inclinations of Harfin were already disposed ia 
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A. H. I8d. favor of Jauffer. But as Yaheya does not appear to have been aware 
A. D. 802 . 0 f tjj e preference, he made choice of Fazzel, to whom he accordingly 
Tarikh entrusted the seal of his sovereign ; and Fazzel continued for a period 
{Tebiy. j. wo y ears exercise the functions of the Vizzaurut, or prime 
ministry, as his father's locum-tenens; Harun all this time tacitly 
acquiescing in the choice. At the expirationofthatperiod however, ho 
Conferred the ministry upon his favorite Jauffer; and taking the seal 
from Fazzel, he sent it to Yaheya with the following message. “ As 
“ thou art the best judge of their qualifications, it is of course at thy 
“ option to lodge my seal with either of thy sons, as may best accord 
** with thine own discretion. Nevertheless I would remind thee, 
“ that for my part, it is far from my intention that it should be disposed 
“ of to either, contrary to thy inclinations.” Yaheya now retained 
the seals in his own hands, and continued to discharge the duties of 
the Vizzaurut without a substitute until that period in which his 
fortunes were destined to experience a dreadful and memorable 
reverse. For continues*the author, in this world is there that man 
who will venture to affirm, that, either among the ancient Persians, 
or the more recent sovereigns of IsSlam, any monarch hath ever 
assigned to minister or peer that influence over his government, and 
the domestic concerns Of his family, which was enjoyed by Yaheya, 
and his sons ; and alter all, that it should have terminated so deplor¬ 
ably ? 

A variety of reasons have, however, been assigned for the disgrace 
and ruin of this celebrated family. And first of all, the protracted 
period of their ascendancy ; for, when a person has continued long 
in the management of affairs, it is observed, that he will unavoida¬ 
bly have created a number of enemies, because it is impossible to 
please the whole world. Aware of this result, Yaheya besought his 
discharge from office, and was disappointed. As another circum¬ 
stance which contributed to the fall of the race of Barmek, it is 
Stated, that there lived at Rakkah, a person called Mahommed the 
so ofLaith, surnamed Abu Rabbeia, related to the family of the 
prophet, and not less distinguished for his pious and blameless life, 
than for his capacity and literary attainments. By such considera¬ 
tions he had become a kind of oracle with the people; but unfor. 
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nately receiving some offence from Yaheya, he resented the injury 
by impeaching him to the Khalif, as a profligate and abandoned 
Zendicist. “ How,” said he in the letter which he addressed to 
Harun on the occasion, “ will their sovereign answer to his creator 
“ on the awful day of retribution, or what possible reason will he 
“ allege for placing the destinies of a faithful people at the disposal 
“ of Yaheya the son of Khaled, his sons, and the other branches of his 
“ family, deeply polluted as they are by the principles of Zendicism, 
“ and infidelity in its most pernicious form ?” To this malevolent 
accusation Yaheya was no stranger, although he seemed to treat itwith 
silent contempt, until one day that Harun pointedly interrogated 
him, as to what he thought of the character of Mahommed the son of 
Laith, “ He is my lord,” then replied Yaheya on his part, •* an 
“ hypocritical miscreant, not less to be reprobated for the depravity 
“ of his principles, than for the pernicious doctrines by which he has 
“ contrived to seduce the minds of the people a base and malignant 
“ slanderer, without faith and without religion in any shape.” In 
the same strain he proceeded further to delineate the character of his 
accuser, until he produced at last, in the mind of Harun, that impres¬ 
sion to his disadvantage, which terminated in the confinement of his 
person. The accusation continued to operate, nevertheless, in the 
recollection of the Khalif; £he religious persuasion of the family of 
Barmek became with him from henceforward the subject of perpetual 
inquiry ; and the impressions which were already accumulating in his 
mind to their prejudice, derived additional force from the information 
which he received on that subject from such as were unfavorably 
disposed towards his minister. 

Another circumstance which is described to have impeached the 
attachment, or integrity, of Yaheya and his family in the opinion of 
their sovereign, is the following. We have already .noticed the 
manner in which Yaheya, the son of Abdullah the Husseynite, who 
had revolted in Tebristan against the authority of Harun, was pre¬ 
vailed upon through the intervention of Fazzel, to commit himself 
to his protection ; the reception of that insurgent at Baghdad, and 
his subsequent seizure and imprisonment. Harfin, not possessing on 
this occasion sufficient confidence in any one but Jauffer, committed 
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A. H. 186. the unfortunate captive to liis custody, with a particular charge to 
A. D. 802. adopt the strongest precautions against the possibility of his escape. 
Tarikh Yaheya continued under this species of restraint for some time ; until 
Tebry ' one evening that he contrived to interest in his favor the compassion 
of his keeper. “Alas Jauffer,” exclaimed he, “knowing whose 
“ descendant I am, independent of any other claim to thy respect, 
“ canst thou thus consent to be an accomplice in my death ? Reflect 
“ also on the solemn treaty, by which alone I was persuaded to lay 
“ myself at the mercy of those, who have so basely violated their 
“ engagements with me.” “ From this moment,” replied Jauffer, 
“ thou art at liberty ; go where thou wilt: and I will be responsible 
“ to Rashid.” Yaheya accordingly made his escape; but as the 
circumstance became known to Fazzel, the Khalif’s chamberlain, he 
immediately reported it to his master, whose patience on discovering 
the truth of the report is something remarkable. The next day, 
while engaged at his repast, the Khalif, with an appearance of indif- 
, ference, demanded of Jauffer how matters stood with his prisoner. 
Jauffer replied that he was, as he had been directed to be, in close 
and rigorous confinement. “ By my head and existence is it so,” 
said Harftn, with a serious air: after a moment’s pause, Jauffer ven- 
tured to acknowledge that he could not presume to stake the sacred 
person of his sovereign to a falsehood. That knowing him to be a 
just and innocent man, the descendant of his prophet, and the kins¬ 
man of, his master,’ his heart had melted for the unhappy prisoner; 
and in short, that he had suffered him to make his escape. Dissem¬ 
bling his indignation, Harun professed to approve of what he had 
done; telling him that he had only anticipated his own intentions, 
and that it was a proof that their minds were true to the same 
impulse. But though he concealed his displeasure in silence, it 
only sunk the deeper into his heart. 

That which however appears to have sealed the destruction of this, 
highly distinguishedfamily was the following circumstance. Harflnhad 
an elder sister of the name of Abbasah, older by a twelve month than 
U1 Hady, whom t when disposed to treat his brother with violence, 
she had never failed to soften by her intreaties ; whom she had fre¬ 
quently withheld from urging those extremities against his declared 
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successor, which she equally dreaded to contemplate whatever might 
be the result. These good offices, so essential to his preservation, 
were not forgotten by Harun on his accession to the throne. He 
distinguished Abbasah by the highest marks of favor; she became 
the depositary of all his secrets, the associate of his convivial enjoy¬ 
ments ; and in short, of all the world, the most intimate in his confi¬ 
dence and regard. Of that social circle, to which the Khalifa 
sister, with many more of the loveliest females in the imperial family, 
were generally admitted, Jauffer, on the voluntary seclusion of his 
brother, had become a constant attendant. But finding himself at 
length considerably embarrassed by the presence of Abbasah, he 
began to apprehend that some time or other, either by words or looks, 
he might be betrayed into some error fatal to his peace. He there¬ 
fore, like his brother, determined for the future to decline these 
dangerous interviews. The Khalif was not long a stranger to his 
motives, and he surprised him one day with a proposal to make 
Abbasah his wife, on condition that he would engage never to see 
her but in his presence: never to come in contact with her person, 
or to claim any of those privileges usual with man and wife ; that 
alone excepted of sitting in the same circle with her. To these con¬ 
ditions Jauffer submissively subscribed, and Abbasah became accord¬ 
ingly his bride. They met as usual, and at a respectable distance 
conversed together in the presence of Harun. But Abbasah happened 
to be one of the most beautiful women in the palace of the Khelau- 
fut, and Jauffer was himself a very handsome and accomplished man. 
The result is. not difficult to foresee. They contrived to meet where 
Harun was not an associate of their interviews, and Jauffer’s wife 
became the mother of a boy. The infant was privately conveyed to 
Mekkah, there to be brought up in charge of two faithful female 
attendants. But about a twelve month afterwards, in a quarrel with 
one of her maids, Abbasah, without adverting to consequences, struck 
her; and the girl in a fit of resentment, found means to disclose the 
dangerous secret of the child, to him, of all the world, from whom it 
was most necessary that it should be concealed. Harun removed the 
revengeful female from the service of Abbasah, and placing her 
immediately among the women of his own hkram, charged her to 


A. H. 18G, 
A. D. 802. 

Tarikh 

T*kry. 



n 

A. H. lad. forbear from conversing on the subject with any one ; adding 
A. D. 802. this circumstance to the other arguments of displeasure with which 
Tarikh his mind was now become sufficiently exasperated against the 
Tebry * whole family. In the mean time he contrived to ascertain the 
retreat of Yaheya, the Husseynite, who had sought an asylum in 
Khorassaun; where Ally the son of Eissareceived timely instructions 
to adopt the necessary measures for seizing and securing his person. 

The aversion of Harftn was by this time irrevocably confirmed 
against every individual of the family of his once favorite minister- 
Both he and his son Jauffer, in particular, were become equally 
odious to their sovereign. And the aged statesman receiving in his 
intercourse with the Khalif, daily proofs of this unfavorable change 
to his prejudice, in vain attempted to address him, to intreat his per¬ 
mission on the subject of retiring from office. Harfin continued to 
temporize with him, until Yaheya the Hfisseynite, being torn from 
his retreat in Khorassaun by Ally the son of Eissa the tyrannical 
governor of that province, was conveyed under proper security to 
Rakkah, and there immediately put to death : and the apprehensions 
of Har6n being thus laid at rest on that point, he no longer delayed 
to bring his account with the race of Barmek to a close. In the lat¬ 
ter end of one hundred and eighty-six* he was, engaged on another 
pilgrimage to Mekkah, in which he took care that Yaheya the minister, 
and his four sons should all of them attend him. At Mekkah, when 
he had absolved himself of the obligations connected with the sacred 
visit, he caused the infant child of Abbasah to be brought before him.' 
He was struck with the singular beauty of the little innocent, and 
with the strong resemblance which it bore to its mother. Neverthe¬ 
less he determined that it should die. But considering on calmer 
reflection that this helpless innocent was unconscious of offence, it 
was for the present spared. 

On his Return from Mekkah, Harfin availed himself of some occa¬ 
sion or other to make a halt of three days at a station near Anbaur, 
on the river Euphrates. On the last of those days, he invited the 
three brothers, Fazzel, and Jauffer, and Mftssa, to his presence, and 
having caressed them with an appearance of extraordinary cordiality, 
he dismissed them once more to their quarters, with rich Khelauts, 

* December, A. D. 802. 
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the customary dresses of honor. Similar marks of extraordinary kind- A. H. 196. 
ness were bestowed upon their fathei 1 Yaheya; so that the alarms A. P. 803, 
which had been recently awakened in their minds were, by these Tankh 
means, in a great measure dispelled. When they assembled at Tebr ^* 
afternoon prayers, Harun observed to Jauffer, with his usual famili¬ 
arity, that he was determined that night to enjoy himself without 
restraint in the society of his women ; and that he should only dis¬ 
pense with his attendance on the express condition that he should 
be similarly employed. Jauffer retired to his quarters, and the 
Khalif withdrew, as he said he should, to the apartments of hi3 
women, and betook himself to his habitual indulgence in wine. In a 
little time he sent one of his domestics to inquire if Jauffer was 
engaged in the same harmless dissipation. Finding that such was 
not the case, the attendant appeared again with a message from 
Harfin, urging him by the life of his master, to imitate his example 
without further delay ; for that his wine seemed deprived of all its 
zest, until he knew that his faithful Jauffer partook in the same 
enjoyments. Jauffer felt himself, at the same time, unaccountably 
alarmed, and averse to such a gratification; and reluctantly with¬ 
drawing to his chamber, called for the exhilarating beverage. It hap¬ 
pened that he was attended by a favorite blind minstrel, of the name 
of Bouzgaur, to whom, after a few goblets, he could not forbear from . 
communicating his apprehensions. The minstrel treated them as 
merely imaginary; roused his master to banish them from his thoughts, 
and resume his usual cheerfulness. But Jauffer further declared, 
that he found it impossible to dispel the uneasiness which seemed to • 
haunt him. About the hour of evening prayer,, another messenger 
arrived from Harun with a present of nuts and sweetmeats for Jauffer, 
as a relish to his wine, from his own table. 

When midnight came, Harun quitted the apartments of his women, 
and withdrew to his own. Calling for Messrour the eunuch, 
his favorite and confidential domestic, he directed him to convey 
Jauffer to his tent; where he was, without further preliminary, to 
strike off the head of that distinguished minister, and lay it in his 
presence. Messrour proceeded accordingly, and entering the apart¬ 
ment while Bouzgaur was singing some Arabic verses, stood suddeip. 
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H*. i«e. ty at the head of Jauffer, who started involuntarily at his appearance, 

P- «03- The eunuch toid him that he was summoned to attend the Khalit. 

Tarikh Jaoffer requested tq know where he was to find him. and w^s 

Tebrj. . informed that he had just left the apartments of the women, and 
retired to his own. lie then intreated that he might be permitted to 
withdraw for a moment to speak to the women of his family ; this 
- last indulgence was withheld, Messrour observing, that any instruc¬ 
tions which he had to communicate, might as well be delivered 
where he was. This he was accordingly constrained to do, after 
which he accompanied Messrour to his tents, on entering which, 
the latter immediately drew his sword. Jauffer demanded that the 
Khalifsinstructionsnaightbeexplained to him; andwhenthis wascom- 
plied with, cautioned the eunuch to beware how he carried into ex¬ 
ecution an order, which had evidently been given under the influ¬ 
ence of wine and inebriety, lest when their sovereign should be 
restored to his recollection, it might be followed by unavailing repen¬ 
tance and remorse. He further implored, by the memory of their 
past friendship, that he would return to the Khalifas presence, and 
require his final commands. Messrour yielded to these intreaties, 
and appeared before Harun, whom he found in the situation in 
which lie had left him, expecting his return. “ Is this the head ef 
“ Jauffer?" demanded Hartin. “ Jauffer is at the door, my lord," 
replied Messrour with some trepidation; “I wanted not Jauffer," said 
tiie tyrant sternly, “ I wanted his head." This was conclusive of 
the fate of the unhappy favorite. Messrour immediately withdrew, 
and returned with the head of Jauffer, which was now laid at the 
feet of his ungrateful master. He was then directed by Harun to 
. keep that bead by him, until he should receive his further orders. In 
the mean time, he was enjoined to proceed without delay and secure the 
persons of Yaheya, his three sons, Fazzel, Mahommed, and Mttssa, 
and his brother Mahommed the son of Khaled ; all of whom he 
fc'as immediately to convey to his quarters, and place under res¬ 
traint, seizing, without distinction, every article of property which 
belonged to them. These vindictive commands were carried into 
immediate and rigorous execution. The head of Jauffer was dis¬ 
patched the next day to be suspended to a gibbet, on the bridge oC 
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Baghd&d, as a memorial perhaps to the licentious inhabitants ; after A. H. l«J| 
■which Harfin continued his journey to Rakkah. A. D. 803 ^ 

Stripped of all their wealth and honors, Yaheya and his brother Karikh 
Mahomraed were condemned to languish under all the severities of 
the most rigorous confinement, until the former perished in his 
prison; when the survivor, whose estimable qualities were not inferior 
to those of any of his family, and whose irreproachable and blameless 
life was proof against every accusation of guilt, received his enlarge¬ 
ment. The other members of the race of Banriek remained in 
pus tody, under every circumstance of distress and deprivation, until 
the whole of their agents and dependants were properly secured ; 
not one who had ever, in any shape, been concerned with them 
being suffered to escape. The three surviving sons of Yaheya, 

Fazzel, Mahommed, and Mussa, were then conducted to the presence 
of Ilarun, when he ordered them to be butchered before his eyes. 

The infant children of Fazzel and Jauffer, with all their kindred, 
were condemned to share their fate ; nor was a single individual of 
the whole family, Mahommed the sou of Khaled alone excepted, 
destined to escape this furious and exterminating sweep. 

The execution of Jauffer Barmekky, which commenced this 
memorable manifestation of the effects of a tyrant’s displeasure, and 
which has been described with some variation by different authors, is 
Stated to have taken place, near Anbaur, on Saturday night, the first 
of Suffur, of the year one hundred and eighty seven.* Be this however 
as it may, the cold blooded and deliberate cruelty of Harun on the 
occasion has deservedly exposed hismemory totheodiumand execratiou 
of posterity. And yet those who reproach him the most, appear to 
allow that, if the story of his sister had not been interwoven in the 
piece, there were some circumstances to be considered, by which he 
might perhaps have been justified in all he did. But, say they, 
when that melancholy fact intrudes itself into the relation, every 
circumstance connected with it, seems to recoil to his own dishonor. 

Had he conducted himself with- a common degree of patience or 
federation, the story would have been forgotten with the ordinary 

• January 28th, A. D. 803, 
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A. H. 187. occurrences of the day: it would have been known, perhaps, only 
-A. D. 803 . a con temporaries. Whereas by the self-degradation 

Tarikli which attended the act, and the extreme rigor to which he carried 
r ^* his vengeance, it will be propagated from one to another to the erfd 
of time; it will be read and recognized as something the very 
reverse of what should distinguish theconductofthe man of prudence 
and sound discretion. And in truth, it is observed that, on the 
extermination of the Barmecides, the affairs of HarAn fell into 
immediate and irretrievable confusion. Treason, revolt, and rebellion 
assailed him in different parts of the empire. He felt himself from 
disease unequal to the cares of government; and he expiated, by a 
tardy and unavailing regret, his unfeeling cruelty to the lamented 
race of Barmek. 

Kbolaussut- To conclude this sketch of the splendid career, and miserable 
©l akhbaur. ca t a strophe, of a family so celebrated, perhaps we may be permitted 
to introduce, without an apology, the following observation derived 
from another source. Among the extraordinary occurrences which 
it has fallen to my lot to transcribe, says the author of the work to 
which we refer, that which I am about to mention is perhaps, not 
the least singular, or deserving our consideration. On some occa¬ 
sion or other, a certain historian relates, that he had an opportunity 
of consulting a register or memorandum of Harunrashid’s expenditure. 
In this, under a single date, he found recorded an article of that 
monarch’s munificence to Jauffer the son of Yaheya, that patron of 
excellence alone, which in gold and silver, in rich apparel and car¬ 
peting, spices, and perfumes, amounted to the value of thirty millions 
of dirhems.* This may enable us to form some conception of the 
extent of Harun’s liberality to this distinguished family, while they 
enjoyed the sun-shine of his favor. Alas! continues the same his¬ 

torian, in the very next page, I could not but remark, that the 
comparatively trifling sum of fourteen dinaurs, and half a daunkah,j* 
sufficed to provide the bitumen and combustibles, necessary toconsume 
the bones of the same Jauffer, so long and ignominiously suspended 
to a gibbet at Baghdad. 

•At the lowest calculation, 687,500/, 
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We are already apprized of the method adopted by Ally the 
Mahanite, to avert the punishment due to his tyranny and exactions 
in the government of Khorassaun. The variety and splendour of the 
presents with which, on that occasion, he contrived to disarm the 
justice of Harfin, seem not less to have excited his astonishment. 
Of his minister, Yaheya, some time before his disgrace, he had accord¬ 
ingly demanded with an air of reproach, where they had hitherto 
contrived to conceal the wealth of Khorassaun; of that province which 
had been committed for so many years to the management of his 
sons ? That virtuous statesman told him, without disguise, that the 
riches which appeared to dazzle the attention of his sovereign, were 
the property of his subjects, wrested from them by the violence of 
their governor; and that if he could conceive his master so dis¬ 
posed, it would not be difficult to produce him twice as much from the 
opulent inhabitants alone, of any single city in his dominions. 
The hint however produced no impression upon Harfin ; Ally was 
sent back to hi§ government with undiminished powers ; and remov¬ 
ing the seat of his authority to B&lkh, he proceeded to decorate that 
city with his numerous palaces; and on thelands in the neighbourhood, 
which he had forcibly taken from the proprietors, he laid the foun¬ 
dation of the extensive and contiguous village of Ally-abad. A 
continuance of the same oppressive and arbitrary proceedings, 
produced from the inhabitants of Khorassaun fresh complaints 
against the tyranny of their oppressor: their agent representing to 
Harun on this occasion, that his lieutenant had accumulated such 
jenormous wealth by his exactions, as to make it a serious question, 
whether he would not even treat an order of recal from his sovereign 
with contempt and defiance. In consequence of these representations 
the Khalif proceeded in person to Rey, or R&i, having previously dis- 
dispatchedanorder.to require the attendance of the governor of Khoras¬ 
saun. The latter again put in practice the expedient from which he 
had before derived so much adyantage. He hastened to meet his 
-sovereign at Rey, and by sacrificing to the. monarch, and the principal 
members of his court, a part of the fruit of his numerous exactions, 
once more succeeded in eluding the punishment due to his crimes ; 
and he was again suffered to return to his government with impunity* 


A. H. 18T. 
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A. H. 187 - 190 . Subsequent to his journey to Rey on this occasion, according to 
A. p. 808^06. the authority, which at present serves to guide us, we are to notice 
Tankh the hostilities in which Hartin was engaged with the Greek emperor, 
Tebry ’ ^Nicephorusl.) who probably took advantage of his absence, to make 
some threatening movements towards the territory of the Mosslems. 
With an army of one hundred thousand men, Harun advanced to 
oppose and punish the aggression ; and in a triumphant campaign, 
during which he is said to have reduced no small number of the 
principal towns of his antagonist, he succeeded in compelling him to 
a treaty of peace; by which the representative of the CseSare engaged 
himself to pay to the Mussulman an annual tribute of three hundred 
thousand dinaurs,* and to abstain for the future from encroaching on 
his frontier. On the faith of this engagement, Harun had withdrawn 
into western Ir&k; but the cold season setting in with unusual 
severity, and the Greek emperor conceiving unfortunate!}' that the 
troops of the Khelaufut would be unable to brave the winter snows 
of Mount Taurus, perfidiously broke the treaty, and again assailed 
the Mahommedan boundary. Nevertheless, on intelligence of this 
Wanton violation ofengagements, Harfin immediately retraced hissteps; 
and in the territory of the Greek, signalized his vengeance by the 
capture and destruction of many of his noblest cities.- The aggres¬ 
sor was compelled to renew the treaty not improbably on terms of 
aggravated humiliation, while the victorious Harftn was thus enabled 
to revisit his capital of Rakkah, with additional triumph. But 
wherefore he received the appellation of LejAje, or litigious, which 
is conferred upon him on this occasion, we do uot immediately com*- 
prehend ; unless indeed, as would better accord with circumstances, 
the term might be equally understood to imply the confounder. 
The hostilities, thus transiently noticed, have, at the same time, 
been referred, by other authorities,^ to the year one hundred and 
ninety ; when the revolt of Rauffia the son of Laith, the grandson 
of Nusser Seyaur, at Samarkand, threatening to extend itself into 
Khorassaun, seemed in that quarter to have created sufficient 
employment for the attention of Harfin. At all events, this is a 
subject to which the course of the narrative now conducts us, 

* 137,500/. t Kbokufisttt>uleklibau4 
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Possessed ’of a conspicuous and respeetalde station among -the A. 
troops of Samarkand, and at the same time of a handsome and grace- J 
fill person, this man, the descendant of so celebrated a grandsire, is 
accused of having devoted himself for the most part to the seducing 
society of women, and the no less enervating indulgence of a habit 
of drinking. In his intercourse with the other sex, he happened to 
contract a violent attachment for the wife of Yaheya the son of A is li¬ 
eu th, whose father was the Moulai, or freedmaa of Harun. The 
lady, as an expedient to absolve herself from her present connubial 
engagement, was prevailed upon, by the advice of her paramour, to 
profess a temporary apostacy from her religion ; and having thus 
qualified herself for a divorce, she again recanted, and was immedi¬ 
ately espoused by the son of Laith. An account of the scandalous 
transaction being however conveyed to Harun, that prince transmit¬ 
ted his orders to the governor of Khorassaun, to inflict some ade¬ 
quate punishment upon Rauffia the son of Laith; to commit him to 
prison ; and to separate him from his adulterous wife, whom he was to 
expose through the streets of Samarkand, with her face blackened, 
and riding upon an ass. The execution of these orders devolved 
upon S A liman the son of Hamid, the subordinate governor of Samar¬ 
kand, who accordingly imprisoned Rauffia, and took from him the 
woman ; but forbore to inflict any further punishment or disgrace 
upon the,offenders. Shortly afterwards Rauffia escaped from bis 
prison, and came to Bilkh ; where he contrived to conceal himself, 
until Ally the son of Eissa was prevailed upon, by some means or 
other, to grant him his pardon. He then returned to Samarkand ; 
-but finding that he could not, otherwise,, openly contract himself to 
the object of his passion, he entered into a conspiracy with some 
persons, clandestinely disaffected to the government, and putting Sftli- 
jnan the son Hkmid to death, became complete master of the city ; 
the whole of the inhabitants immediately uniting in support of the 
usurpation. The revolter availed himself of the earliest moment of 
power ito announce his reunion to the woman of his affection. 

The lieutenant of Khorassaun, whose intolerable tyranny, together 
with the multiplied extortion of his agents, had greatly contributed 
■4o hasten the insurrection, first dispatched his son Eissa, with a, 
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A. !!. ldo. competent force to recluce the Samarkandians to their duty: but ad 
A ' P ’ 800, these troops were defeated, and their commander killed by ltauffia 
Tsmkh at t jj e jj ea( j Q f t jj e insurgents, he found it at last necessary to march in 
person into Transoxiana, where he experienced a similar discomfiture 
though he contrived to escape with disgrace and loss to Merfi. The 
insurrection had by this time extended toB&lkh, where the-inhabitants 
had risen, and massacred the deputy of theMahanite, and plundered his 
palace, with that of his father. The insurgents declared at the same 
time, that although they disclaimed, and would oppose the author¬ 
ity of Ally the son of Eissa, their attachment to Har&n continued 
unimpaired. They accordingly dispatched an express to announce to 
that prince the situation of affairs, and to explain to him without 
disguise, that, though they conceived the recal of his lieutenant 
indispensably necessary, he was become so formidable in his resources 
of men and treasure, that the most dangerous resistance was to be 
expected; unless the measure was brought about with as much 
mildness, and as little appearance of violence as possible.' 

When these advices were communicated to Harfin, he was 
immediately convinced of the necessity of at once guarding against 
such an untoward contingency, and of atTording redress to the injur* 
ies of his people ; and he appears to have proceeded on the occasion 
with unusual and singular circumspection. He sent for the veteran 
Harethmah, and announced to him that He was about to employ 
him on a service of great importance; the success of which depended 
so much on inviolable secrecy, that if he suspected even the shirt 
upon his body to be aware of it, he was immediately to cast it off. 
After awaking his attention by this curious preliminary, the Khalif 
proceeded to inform him that, though it was for cogent reasons 
to be kept a profound secret, he was going to send him at the head 
of an army to take possession of the government of Khorassaun : and 
as there existed some apprehension, if the design transpired, that’ 
Ally the son of Eissa might be induced to forsake his allegiance, 
and oppose his march, he was to circulate among the army a report 
that he was proceeding to the assistance of that chief, in the war in 
which he was engaged, with Rauffia the son of Laith, and. the 
jnsuigents in Soghdiana; that he was to write to Ally the son ©£ 
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feissa a letter announcing, that such was the'design? and that he A. H. \§k 
was not to furnish the slightest intimation of the truth, until he A ‘ D- 807 ‘ , 
arrived at Meru. He was then to secure the person of this obnoxious 
governor ; to seize all of his property that he could lay hands on, and 
send it to court. After which he was to detain him with fetters on 
his legs, while proclamation was made that all those who had suffered 
by his exactions might have an opportunity, by the necessary proofs, 
to establish their claim to restitution ; which, if he presumed to 
withhold, he was to be further put to the torture, until the fruits of 
his unjust and inquitous spoliations, should have been taken from 
him to the very last article. 

Further to disguise the object which he had in view, the Khalif 
summoned an assembly of the people, to whom he explained in 
detail, the situation of Samarkand, and the rebellious proceedings of 
the son of Laith ; and that in consequence of this rebellion, and of 
an application from Ally the Mahanite, for a reinforcement of troops, 
he was about to dispatch to his assistance a powerful division of his 
arrrly, the command of which he destined for his servant H&rethmahj 
He next authorized that general to make a selection of twenty thou¬ 
sand men from the flower of his troops, which’; by the letters to th© 

M&hanite, he gave him to understand* were immediately to proceed 
to his assistance. In the mean time, in order that the circumstance 
might continue to all but themselves an entire secret, the Khalif 
drew up for Harethmah in his own hand writing, his commission fqf 
the government of Khorassaun. With the commission he also wrote 
three letters. One addressed to the troops of th 6 province, calling 
upon them to put themselves under the orders of IiArethmah ; ano¬ 
ther to the inhabitants in general, to the same purpose ; and the third 
to Ally the son of Eissa, charging him to resign his authority, to the 
person vrhom he had sent to supersede him. The latter was conceived 
in the following terms. “ Thou son of a profligate mother ! after all 
“ that I have done for thee; after raising thee from an ohscure soldier 
“of my guards, to authority and eminence; after conferring upon 
“ thee the important government of Khorassaun, contrary to the 
4 ‘ united declaration of my ministers, that it was an employment, 

** with which it was improper to trust thee ; the compensation whick 
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“ thou hast made me, has been to tyrannize over thy brother Mussut- 
“ mans, and to bereave me of the hearts of my people. Know then 
“ that I have sent Harethmah, not to assist thee, but to bind thee in 
“ chains ; to take front thee thy ill acquired wealth, and to bring thy 
“ agents to a strict account of their conduct. To demand from thee 
“ that property of which thou hast unjustly despoiled the Mosslems, 
“ and to compel thee to restore to the sufferers, all that to which 
they shall be sble to establish their claim. To him therefore thou 
M wilt resign thy authority, and him at thy peril thou art to obey in 
“ all that he shall tell thee.” These letters, together with his com¬ 
mission, were put into the hands of H&rethmah, who proceeded in 
due time on his march into Khorassaun. But to prevent the possi¬ 
bility of connivance, or of collusion between these two powerful 
generals, the expedition was accompanied by Amein, or as he 
has been otherwise called, Redja, one of Harun’s confidential domes¬ 
tics ; who was employed as a bridle, or check, upon the proceedings 
of Hcirethmah. 

Having advanced to the other side of Rey, or Rai, H&rethmah no 
longer delayed to write, as he had been instructed to do, to apprize 
the Mahanite that he was coming, by the orders of their sovereign, 
with a powerful reinforcement to his aid. On his arrival at Neysha- 
phr, he stationed one of his officers, with a considerable garrison, in 
command of that city, instructing him however to give it out in the 
neighborhood that he was immediately to follow his general; never- 
the less he was not to quit that station until he was assured that he 
bad entered Meru. Harethmah proceeded next to Serkhes, 
and ultimately to Merfi, without experiencing the smallest 
opposition; the Mahanite very peaceably appearing at the gates of 
that city to receive him. The two chiefs entered the town together 
most amicably, vying with each other in mutual concessions of pre¬ 
cedence and respect: and in this friendly kind of contest they 
continued until they reached the palace of government, into which 
they both retired ; the troops of Hhrethmah remaining however on 
horseback, without quitting their saddles. When they had partaken 
together of the repast which had been provided for them, the Mahan¬ 
ite accosted his guest with a proposal that, now they were in a con- 
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venient plhce, they might as well enter upon the business which had 
brought him to Merti. “ The commander of the faithful/’ observed 
Harethmah, “hath charged me with a letter which I am to deliver 
“ thee.” Then calling him on one side, with his secretary,* he drew- 
from his bosom the letter of Htirtin, which he now presented to him. 
The Mahanite unclosed the important packet, apparently without 
perturbation ; but when he cast his eyes on the appellation of Eben 
UlZauniah, offspring of an impure mother, by which he was addressed 1 
at the head of the letter, a sudden tremor seized his hands. He 
summoned however sufficient resolution to peruse it through; only- 
remarking, with some bitterness, that the opprobrious epithet applied* 
to him was but too justly merited, since he had suffered himself to* 
be thus tamely surprised, under his own roof, in a manner that waa 
alone worthy of the most profligate and abandoned class of society ; after 
which he resigned himself without theslightest resistance to his bonds. 

The person of his predecessor thus quietly secured, Harethmah 
proceeded without delay to execute the further commands of his 
sovereign ; which, with equal cheerfulness and gratitude, both th»" 
troops and inhabitants of the province hastened to obey. In tho’ 
cathedral mosque of Merti, day after day, was the Mahanite com¬ 
pelled before the whole people, to attend with fetters on his legs, 
until entire restitution had been made to every individual who had' 
suffered from his unjust and tyrannical exactions. After all, there' 
remained, as we shall see by and by, a prodigious surplus, to be con¬ 
veyed to the imperial exchequer. In the mean time, while 
Harethmah was employed in enforcing justice against this degraded 
proconsular, the affairs of Rauffia acquired at Samarkand a most' 
formidable ascendancy ; the whole of Mauwerunneher, the country"' 
beyond the Oxus so called, having now united to acknowledge his 
authority. The new governor of Khorassaun therefore conceived it 
imprudent to adventure beyond the Jeyhtin, where his orders were 
set at nought; and he contented himself accordingly for the present, 
with writing to acquaint his master, with this adverse posture of 
things. It was on such a report, that Martin now determined to 
proceed in person into Khorassaun. 

* Messenger rather, S&heb-c*bArreid# 
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We are now brought tp the concluding year of the reign of thl* 
celebrated monarch.. But before we accompany him on his journey 
into Khorassaun, where the angel of death awaited his arrival, we 
cannot, however it may expose us to the charge of credulity, forbear- 
to.describe from the Kholaussut-ul-akhbaur, an incident, which, in 
in the course of one hundred and ninety-two, is stated to have occa¬ 
sioned an extraordinary degree of perturbation in the mind of 
Harun ; and which the author of that history professes to relate in 
the words of Jebreil the son of Yekshua, or Joshua, the chief physi¬ 
cian of that prince. The physician was in attendance at Rakkah on 
the person of his sovereign; and repairing one morning as usual to the 
presence, to make the customary inquiry into his health, found the 
Khalif labouring under evident and extreme discomposure of mind, 
Yekhshua,with the necessary submission, proceeded to intreat that the 
cause of this apparent disquietude might be explained to him, in 
order that, if it arose from bodily ailment, all the skill | of which 
he was master, might be exerted to remove it; but if it was occasi¬ 
oned by any circumstance of public misfortune or disappointment, 
he called upon him to divest himself of an over anxious solicitude ; 
fpr that heaven would doubtless vindicate him against all the 
malicious designs of his enemies. The Khalif told him in reply, that 
the uneasiness which had attracted his observation was not occasi¬ 
oned by either of the circumstances to' which he alluded, but by a 
fparful dream which had occurred to him the night before. The 
physician then, embracing the feet of hiamaster, endeavoured to convince 
him of the inutility, or absurdity, of suffering himself to be so much 
depressed, by that which could be nothing more than an ordinary result 
of the fumes of indigestion.” “ Whatever was the cause” said Harun, 
“ I will describe to thee what presented itself to my imagination. 
“ Methought I perceived an arm suddenly extend itself from beneath 
“my pillow, holding in the palm of the hand a quantity of red 
“ earth, while a voice addressed me in the following words. Harun ! 
“ behold this handful of earth ; it is that in which they are about to 
“ bury thee. I demanded to know whem I was destined to find my 
“grave, and the voice replied with awful brevity, at Tusse ; when 
“the arm immeuiately disappearing, I awoke.“ The physician 
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observed that srfeh a confused phantasm was but little capable of A. H. 101-199. 
interpretation ; he however concluded, that when his sovereign fell A - p - 807 sQ 8 « 
asleep, his thoughts were engaged on the state of Khorassaun, and 
the rebellious proceedings of Rauffia the son Laith ; the Khalif 
acknowledged that so far, he was not mistaken in his conjecture. 

The physician then prescribed to him, to devote the day to mirth and 
pleasure, assuring him that these melancholy impressions would by 
such an expedient, be possibly dispelled. Harun availed himself of his 
advice ; gave directions for some splendid entertainment, and after a 
short time the dream was altogether forgotten. 

The dispatches of Harethmah, to which we have recently had 
occasion to allude, had announced to Harun that, after possessing TankhTebijv 
himself of the whole of Mauwerunneher, the insurgent Rauffia had 
since advanced from Samarkand, and established himself at Bokhara ; 
which seems to have ultimately decided the Khalif in his resolution 
to proceed in person into Khorassaun. For that purpose, about the 
middle of one hundred and ninety-two, he left Rakkah, and came to 
Baghdad. Here he disclosed his design of leaving Mahommed Amein 
in the government; furnishing him with abundant admonition to 
administer strict justice to the people, and to the army, which he should 
consign to Jiis care. His other son Kaussem, entitled Mutemmen, 
he dispatched to Mossul, to superintend the territory allotted to him 
in that quarter, in his former distribution of the empire. But with 
respect to M&Oiftu, his first born, though not his favorite son, that 
young prince had created for himself a most able and prudent coun¬ 
sellor, in his MoWl&i, or freedman, Fazzel the son ofSohel; whom 
from original magianism, he had, by his own exertions converted to 
the doctrines of the Koran. By this person, who was become the 
secretary of his master, Mamun was urged to solicit his father’s per-, 
mission to accompany him; “if once yon suffer your fattier to 
“ depart without you, I can venture to predict,” said Fazzel, “ that 
“ he will exclude you from your inheritance.” In concurrence with 
these suggestions, MSimfm solicited and obtained his father’s consent 
to accompany the expedition. 

At this period Harup had been attacked by some lingering 
disorder* which appears to have baffled the skill of his ablest physw 
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clap,. the Yekfcsljua rjpqeptly mentioned, who, was. pfobajjl#. <| 
Jew. In these circumstances he is said to have dispatched from 
Neherwaun, and by the Arabian or. sea ofOmipan, an. envoy, accom¬ 
panied with numerous presents, into. Hindh^taup,; to, represent to thq 
monarch of that country, with whom, he was. probably in correspon¬ 
dence, that with a distant journey to perform, he was afflicted by 
a t cruel and pdinful malady ; and to. request as.a particular favor, that 
his physician. Manekbah, (or some such name) might be sent to 
attend him into Khorassaun; promising, on the faith of a prince, 
that he should be permitted to return to his,-country, immediately 
on his arrival at Bulkh. In due time the Indian physician arrived 
in compliance with this request; and having prescribed to his imper¬ 
ial patient, with considerable success, the latter found himself 
sufficiently recovered to proceed, through the passes of Hulwaun, 
to. the station of Kermanshahan. From this place, after causing 
the army to acknowledge, afresh their allegiance to Matnun, he 
sent that prince with a considerable part of his force, on towards 
Khorassaun ; with instructions to proceed to Meru, ip which he 
was to establish his head quarters; and from thence to detach 
Harethmah across the Jeyhdn. to give battle to Rauffia and the 
insurgents of Mauwerunneher. He, at the same time, gave his ser¬ 
vant Fazzel, the son of Sohel, the appointment of Vezzeii to the, 
young prince. M&mfin accordingly hastened to Merit, and in con¬ 
formity to his father’s commands, sent Harethmah to combat the, 
enemies of his authority on the other side the Oxus. 

Not long afterwards Harun proceeded toRey.; from, thence to Kou- 
rpiss, and ultimately to Gurgan,or Jdrjan; where his complaint, though, 
by no means entirely removed, is still represented to have assumed, 
a favorable appearance. At the same place the iniquitous and de¬ 
graded governor of Khorassaun was conducted to his presence, with 
the fruits of his accumulated extortions ; amounting ip specie only, 
and gold and silver plate, to the sum of of eight millions of dirhems,*- 
exclusive of the contents of fflswardrobe, and other repositories, which, 
in linens, and rich brocade or cloth of gold, were calculated at.fifteefl* 

* About 1,833,333/. Qt. 8& 
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hundred camel-leads. He was conveyed by the KhaliFs orders, 
tinder the sable circumstances of disgrace and degradation, with fetters 
on his legs', to Baghdad, where Mahommed Amein ivas further d?- 
rectedto keep him in close confinement. And in that state tie con¬ 
tinued, Ulitil at a subSequfeht period, as will be seen hereafter, Ul 
Amein thought proper to set him at large. In the mean time the 
disorder of Harfin relapsing upon hiiri with aggravated severity, it 
was recommended to hlth, as early as possible to remove to the city 
of Tusse, or Toosse, aS possessing a more salubrious air than that: 
ofGfirgaii; and he accordingly arrived in the former place, in the 
course of the month of Suffur.* 

About the same period that Harfin left Gfirgan on this occasion; 
Harethmah crossed the Jeyhuh, and advanced to the gates of Bok¬ 
hara. In the neighborhood of that city he engaged and defeated 
the insurgents, under Besheir the son of Laith, the brother of their 
chief, who fell a prisoner into the hands of the conqueror. The 
unfortunate captive was immediately conveyed to M&mun at Merfi,*' 
and by him forwarded to Tfisse, to receive his doom from Harfin, who 
was now hastening to the concluding scene of life. When the pris¬ 
oner was brought into the presence of that monarch, he was addressed 
by him in the bitterest terms of reproach, for the pain and incon¬ 
venience to' which he had been driven by the malignant conduct of 
himself and his brother. “ Thou adversary of God,” said the Khalif,, 
“ by thy malice ahd of that Khaumil of a brother of thine,” whose 
name he thus inverted, Khaumil implying base, in opposition to 
Rauftia, which signifies exalted, “ in subverting my authority in 
** Khorassaun, have I been Compelled in the last state of sickness' 
“ and debility, to undertake this distant and painful journey. By 
“ him, that created Harfin, thou shaft perish by a death so dreadful 

and exemplary, that in its agonies it shall infinitely surpass all 
“ former precedent.” He then called for the executioner, and ordered 
him to take his knife and dissect the wretched prisoner, limb from 
limb. Which was accordingly done, every member and joint of his 
body being thus alternately separated, and piece by piece, to the 
Cumber of fourteen, laid before Harfin. 

- - i 
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A. H. 193. The physician Yekhshua, is here again introduced to relate, that 

A. D. 808 . w h en t |j e execution of Besheir was over, Harfin fell into a swoon ; 

Kholaussiu- | 3llt recovering shortly afterwards, he addressed himself to that phy- 

ul-akhbaur. .. ° ' . . , , , , ._ 

sician in extreme apparent agitation, and asked him it he did not le- 

collect the dream which had occurred to him at Rakkah ; for his 
own part, it could not escape him, that he was now at Tusse; the 
very soil in which it had been predicted to him that he should find 
his grave. With this he desired his favorite domestic Messrour to 
bring him a sample of the native earth of the country. The faithful 
attendant brought him accordingly what he demanded ; but presenting 
it to his sovereign, with his naked arm extended, the monarch imme¬ 
diately exclaimed “ behold the arm and the earth, precisely as they 
“appeared in my dream !” And the circumstance adding considerably 
to the agitation which had already taken possession of his mind* ho 
survived this period only three days. 1 

TarikhTebry, At such a crisis liis two physicians, Yekhshua and the Indian 
M&nekbah, unfortunately disputed as to the method of treating hi* 
complaint; and it is stated, that the consequence was some fatal mis¬ 
take, which is not explained. At all events the monarch had con-- 
demned Yekhshua to immediate death, but was prevailed .upon by hi* 
intreaties to spare him until the morrow. The Indian who happened 
to be present on the occasion, immediately left the apartment, and 
told some of the attendants, with a sarcastic smile, that the monarch 
had suffered himself to be outwitted by the man of medicine : sinco 
as he could not survive the night, there was little to apprehend from 
the execution of to morrow. This foreigner was at a subsequent 
period, according to promise, allowed to proceed to B&lkh, and from 
thence returned in safety to his native country. 

The death of Harunrashid is recorded to have taken place at mid¬ 
night, on Saturday the third of the last Jummaudy of the year one 
hundred and ninety-three,* at the age of forty-five, and after possessing 
the throne of the Khalifs for a. period of two and twenty years, six 
months, and seventeen days. He was buried on the spot on which 
he breathed his last, the same that was afterwards distinguished by 
the mausoleum oflmaum Ally Ruzza; his son Salah performing 
the last solemn duties over his grave. 

• Match 23rd, A, D. 809, 
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In his person Harfin is described to have been of a fair complexion, 
with an engaging countenance ; his hair growing in natural ringlets, 
and at the period of his dissolution beginning to turn grey. Of his 
character, the preceding pages must furnish our best illustration; 
though his praises have been the theme .of many a poet. He is 
said to have had by his different wives and women, thirteen sons 
and either four or fourteen daughters. Of his sons, three of 
whom successively swayed the sceptre of the Khelaufut, Zobaidah 
was the mother of Amein, Merjan of Mamun, and Mauredah or 
Muraudah, that of Mutaussem. After the disgrace of the family of 
Barmek, he had conferred the dignity of the Vizzaurut upon Fazzel 
the son of Rabbeia, and Issm&il the son of Sebbeiah served him as 
private secretary. 

Of his consorts, it is almost superfluous to add, that the favorite 
and most esteemed was the celebrated Zobaidah, the grand daughter 
of the Khaliful Munsur; whose transcendent graces of person and 
mind, appear to have established an unbounded influence over the 
affections of Ilarun. She is said to have founded, or perhaps more 
properly, to have rebuilt the city of Tebreiz, otherwise Tauris. 
And, although we cannot immediately trace from whence we derive 
such a tribute to her memory,* she is represented to have elsewhere 
erected numerous charitable and useful works, which she left as 
monuments of the liberal and benevolent purposes, to which she had 
applied the unlimited bounties of her husband ; but best of all, she 
left the imperishable fame of her virtues, as a permanent incentive 
to the women of the east, to emulate her glorious example. 


* It is probably taken from the Tarikh gbzeidah* 


N 


A. H. 183. 
A. D. 807. 

Tarikh 

Tebry. 


VOL. Ilf 



90 


CHAP. III. 


A. H. 193. 
A. D. 809. 

Kholaussut- 

ul-akhbaur. 


Ul Amein 
B'illah, 
Vlth Klialif 
of the house 
of Abbas. 


TarikhTebry. 


T HE death of Harunrashld being announced at Baghdad, about 
the middle of the second Jummaudy,* the denizens of that 
metropolis hastened in all their gradations to submit to the authority of 
his son Ul Amein B’illah, f Abfi Mfissa Mahommed, the sixth, in 
order of the Khalifs of the house of Abbas. The same submission is 
here stated to have heen claimed for him, from the pulpit of the 
Imaumut at Meru,by his brother Mamun, as soon as the information 
reached that prince that? their father was no more; so that matters 
for a time proceeded between the two brothers with apparent 
harmony; but these smiling appearances were destined to be too 
speedily exchanged for the forbidding frowns of rival animosity. 

Some time previous to his dissolution it would appear that Harun 
had expressly signified, both to his son S&lah and to Fazzel the son 
of Rabbeia his minister, that the whole of the army which had 
accompanied him to Tfiss, together with all the treasure and effects 
of every description on the spot, must be considered to have devolved 


to Ul Mamun; since the full share of his paternal inheritance had 
been already assigned to Ul Amein. On the other hand, as soon as it 
was understood that on their arrival at Kermanshflhan, his father 
had detached Ul Mamftn in advance towards Khorassaun; and sub¬ 
sequently that he lay seriously indisposed at Tfiss, Ul Amein pro¬ 
ceeded to select from among his followers a person of the name of 
Bukker the Son of Meyakker, to be the bearer of three letters, 
addressed respectively to his brothers Mamfln, and Salah, and to the 
minister Fazzel. In that which he destined for Ul Mamfin, he called 
upon him to require in his behalf the allegiance of the province, and 


* April 0tb or 8th, A. D. 8l»9. 

f Dei gratii fklelis. It will be sufficient to remark once for all, that at their accession 
Ibe Khalifs of the house of Abbas assumed these and similar tiUes expressive of their 
4ope, or soufideute in God. 



Si 

fbrther to conduct himself with a strict regard to the principles of A. tl. 1 S& 
justice in all his proceedings. And with respect to Salah and Fazzel, A. D. 809± 
they were instructed on their part, as soon as Mamun had secured 
for ’his brother the allegiance of the army at Tuss, to conduct them 
without delay to Baghdad, together with the whole of the departed 
monarch’s treasure and effects, without exception. Having ingeni¬ 
ously concealed these letters in the bottom of a chest, U1 Amein 
took the person, whom he proposed to employ on this occasion, into 
the retired part of his palace, and there communicated the nature of 
the trust which he was about to confide to his discretion. He in¬ 
structed him that he was to repair to the presence of Harun, to whom 
he was to represent, if interrogated on the subject, that he had been 
deputed by his son, to convey to him a daily report of the state of 
his father’s health; but that he was in no circumstance of extremity' 
or coercion, to acknowledge that he was in charge of any letters, while 
Harun was alive. 

On his arrival at Tfiss, where the late Khalif was then languish¬ 
ing under the disorder which terminated his existence, the agent of 
VI Amein had, as was foreseen, been rigoronsly scrutinized as to the 
object of his journey ; and had successfully resisted both stripes and 
the torture without a disclosure of the secrets of his trust. Being 
however set at large on the death of Hartin, he, then produced his 
letters, that for MamAn being immediately transmitted to Merh ; 
while Fazzel the son of Rabbeia hastened, without loss of time, to 
secure for U1 Amein the allegiance of the army on the spot; after 
which he dispatched one of the domestics of the deceased monarch 
with his staff and ring, to announce to that prince at the same time 
the death of his father, and the measures which had been taken to 
establish his interest in that quarter. This intelligence was commu¬ 
nicated to U1 Amein on a Wednesday, although it was not thought 
convenient to make it public until the Friday following; when he 
announced it to the assembled people, inviting them at the same 
time to do him immediate homage as the sole successor to the throne 
ot the Khalifs. He was seconded in this application by his uncle 
Suliman with all the desired effect; the whole of the troops and the 
inhabitants in general of Baghdad, submitting to his authorityf with- 

S 3 



A. H. 103. 
A. D. 809. 

Tarikh 

Tebry. 


92 

out. hesitation. The next day the army was remunerated by r 
distribution of accession money to a liberal amount, and by an advance 
of two vears subsistance atone payment. The minister, Fazzel, had 
received his previous instructions, to make from his father’s treasure 
a similar distribution to the army at Tuss, when they should have 
pledged their allegiance in his favor; after which they were to be 
conducted to Baghdad. 

U1 Mamun on his part, although sufficiently apprized of the recent 
events, and of the measures pursued by his brother in order to appro¬ 
priate to himself the whole of what had been left by their common 
father, forbore for the present to oppose any obstacle to his designs ; 
his attention being, to all appearance, more immediately directed to 
hasten the termination of the war, in which Harethmah was still 
actively engaged with Rauffia and the insurgents in Soghdiana. 
But H&rethmah having carried his victories to the gates of Samar¬ 
kand, the rebel chief was there, soon afterwards, closely invested; and 
being in a short time compelled to accept of such terms as his besieger 
thought proper to dictate, was by him securely conveyed to the 
presence of U1 Mamun. Studious in the mean time to establish his 
power on the firmest basis, that prince availed himself of every 
occasion, to diffuse to every part of Khorassaun the benevolent 
influence of a just and impartial government; and to set in his 
own person an example to the delegates of his authority, it was 
his daily practice, seated on a coarse carpet, to give public audience 
to his people in the cathedral mosque of Meru ; where, surrounded 
by the most skilful lawyers and divines, he directed a considerable 
portion of time and attention to redress the injuries and heal the 
differences of those whose destiny had been committed to his charge. 
In short, whether in the distribution of justice, in the regulation of 
his expenditure, or in the exercise of any other branch of administra¬ 
tion, every thing was conducted under his own personal inspection 
and controul. He finally secured the permanent attachment of 
Khorassaun, by remitting to the inhabitants a whole year's revenue. 
Neither was it omitted on his part to cultivate a friendly understand¬ 
ing, in appearance at least, with U1 Amein; to whom he dispatched 
«a embassy, with splendid presents in horses, arms and slaves, and all 
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tRiit was rare and costly, to convey to him every outward expression 
of regard, if not of submission to his authority. 

But while his brother was exhibiting this laudable example of good 
government in Khorassaun, U1 Amein at Baghdad, entirely devoted 
to his amusements, and an inordinate rage for building, had long 
since committed the concerns of his people to the management of 
his minister Fazzel, from whom he had recently received such sub¬ 
stantial proofs of attachment. Of himself, U1 Amein was, however, 
little disposed to proceed to the extremity of depriving U1 MUmuii 
of the province consigned to him by his father; this being a measure 
to which he was only impelled by the suggestions of his minister, 
whose views were perhaps directed with no slight solicitude to 
screen himself, by all the methods he could devise, against the 
resentment of that prince. For he had good reason to apprehend 
that ifUl Mkmfin should ever arrive at supreme power, strict account 
would be required of the treasure and effects, which, contrary to 
the dying instructions of Jlarfin, he had undertaken to convey to 
U1 Amein ; and which bad, it now appears, been estimated at the 
sum of one hundred millions of dirhems.* To avert therefore this 
dreaded contingency, Fazzel contrived in the first place, in the 
Khotbah, to confine the title of Ameir ul Moumenein , or 
sovereign of the faithful, separately to Ul Amein; while that 
of simple Ameir and presumptive heir to the Khelaufut, was thought 
sufficient for Ul Mamfin and his brother Mutummen : a distinction 
which was studiously extended to the legends on the coinage, 
and to the mottos usually attached to the imperial equipage. 
Having secured these preliminary arrangements, his influence was 
next exerted to persuade his master that since providence had be¬ 
stowed upon him a child of his own, in the infant Mussa, at this 
period only two years old, the succession ought, in natural justice, 
to descend to him in preference to all the world; because where there 
is a son, however under age, a brother’s claims become as nothing. 
He therefore urged the immediate and positive exclusion of Ul 
M-amun. Ul Amein objecting however the repugnance which he 
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94 

A. H. 198. felt to cancel the arrangements of his father in this respect, Fazzefr’ 
A. D. 809. con tended, that although in a moment of injudicious liberality the 
Tarikh departed monarch might have been led into such an arrangement, 
Tebry. to be recollected, that long before Mamun had been declared his 

associate in the empire, the allegiance of the people had been required 
for U1 Amein ; and that this previous engagement was paramount to 
all others. By these and similar arguments U1 Amein fras ultimately 
brought to coincide with the views of his minister, and to adopt 
the final resolution of degrading both his brothers from authority. 
It appears to have been carried into immediate execution against 
Mutummen, who was removed from Mossfile to Baghdad without 
difficulty, and his government assigned to another person, in the 
early part of the year one hundred and ninety four.* 

Aware of such a proceeding, it required no extraordinary sagacity 
on the part of U1 M&mfin to form a pretty accurate conjecture of 
what was in agitation against himself; and he accordingly stood 
prepared for the event. He was however not suffered to remain 
long in suspense. A letter was transmitted to him in the name#f U1 
Amein, in which in terms which could not be misunderstood, it was 
intimated, that as the military force, for which he was expected 
to provide the means of subsistance, was comparatively small, any 
extraordinary accumulation of revenue must be to him entirely 
superfluous: while on his (U1 Amein’s) side, on the contrary, with 
a numerous army, and the splendor of the imperial dignity to 
maintain, his expences were of a magnitude which needed no exag¬ 
geration. On such grounds, he therefore proposed that U1 Mamfin 
should immediately cede over to the agents of his brother, the terri¬ 
tories of R&i, Koumiss, Tebristaun, and Gurgan, for the purpose of 
remitting to him the revenues of those dependencies. Furthermore' 
it was required that a person should be allowed to reside at Merh on 
the part of U1 Amein, in order to preserve his interests in the pro¬ 
vince unimpaired, and to keep him daily apprized of the state of 
affairs in Khorassaun. To these several propositions Ui Mamua 
returned a decided negative ; on which his brother proceeded -withe 

* Kholaussut-ul-akhbaur. October and November, A. D. 809, 
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Out further ceremony to exclude him formally from his right to the , 
succession. \ 

On the subsequent Friday, accordingly, during the performance of 
divine worship, the name of Ul M&mdn was publicly declared to be 
struck out of the Khotbah, by U1 Amein ; after which, when that 
prince, with the infant Mdssa on his knee, had seated himself in the 
Meheraub, or sacred niche in the wall near the pulpit, the minister 
Fazzel arose; and with ample commendations on the character of bis 
master, proceeded to state, that'having openly disobeyed his brother’s 
commands, and frustrated the objects of his father’s will, in with¬ 
holding the revenues of Khorassaun; in refusing to admit of the 
residence of an agent at Meru ; and in usurping to himself the titleof 
Imaum, the sovereign of the faithful had for these reasons found it 
expedient to degrade U1 Mamun from all his honors, and to transfer 
the right of succession to his own son Mussa; who, with the title of 
Ul Nautek bilhukk, (he who speaks through the power of eternal 
truth, though he had not yet acquired the faculty of speech) was 
now proclaimed heir apparent to the throne of the Khalifs; and in 
that quality, before they withdrew from the assembly, he demanded 
and received for the infant prince, the allegiance of the people. The 
name of Mfissa was at the same time substituted for that of Ul 
Mamun, in the public orations, on the coinage and imperial equi¬ 
page throughout the dominions of Issl&m. JLastly, the instrument of 
succession which Harun had caused to be executed with so much 
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solemnity at Mekkah, and suspended at the entrance of the Kaau- 
bah, was now sent for and torn to pieces by the directions of Ul 
Amein. All which being punctually communicated to Ul Mamun, 
he retaliated by adopting the same formalities against his brother ; 
and totally rejecting for himself the remoter title of heir apparent, he 
openly assumed that of Imaum, or supreme pontiff, with all its 
sacred functions. 


In the mean time, apprehensive that in these circumstances, Ul Ma- 
mun would not long delay the execution of some hostile enterprise 
against the metropolis of the empire, Fazzel the son of Habbeia omitted 
,no importunities with his sovereign to urge him, by hastening the 
the march of an army towards the borders of Khorassaun, to antici- 
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A. H. 194. pate such an event: and for this service lie intimated that no mail 

A. D. 8io. was so eminently qualified as Ally the son of Eissa, the Mahanite, 
formerly imprisoned for his iniquitous and arbitrary abuse of author- 
^ ity. Accordingly, with a body of fifty thousand horse selected from 
the flower of the army of Irak, that chief was held in readiness to 
enter Khorassaun with all convenient expedition. The gates of the 
treasury, and of the imperial arsenals, were thrown open for his 
accommodation, and he was allowed to supply himself to the 
utmost measure of his wants. Of his three sons, however, Ilusseyne, 
the younger, was detained at Baghdad, to superintend the education 
of the infant Mfissa; the other two, Yaheya and Abdullah, were 
permitted to accompany their father; who, after sufficiently providing 
for their subsistance and equipments, now conducted his troops to 
Neherwaun ; about two leagues or farsangs from the rhetropolis, on 
the'road to Hulwaun. To this place he appears to have been ac¬ 
companied by U1 Amein ; who, the day subsequent to their arrival, 
when the army for the last time defiled before him on their march, 
standing upright on the back of his charger, addressed to the general, 
who attended by his side, his final instructions. In these he 
is stated to have apprized him, that as Soon as he should be master 
of the province, he designed to invest him with the government of 
all Khorassaun, from the passes of Hulwaun eastward, with the 
same powers as he had formerly enjoyed under the authority of his 
father ; in return for which he should require that, in all the places 
through which he passed, he would on his part acquit himself with 
a scrupulous regard to the principles of strict and impartial justice. 
In other respects, before he entered the'country, he was instructed 
by letters circulated to the inhabitants, to promise them the most 
liberal and equitable treatment; and particularly the remission of one 
fourth of the annual contributions to the state, in the same*manner 
as had been done by U1 Mamfln. To all such as came over from 
the enemy, he was to give the most favorable reception, and to 
inspire them on the part of his sovereign with the most encouraging 
expectations. And heclosedhis instructions with a charge, in the event 
that U1 Mamun should be disposed to surrender his person, that he 
was to convey him in fetters of silver to Baghdad, under sucl* 
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Custody as he might securely rely upon; his exertions even in the A. H. i#A 
case of the most determined hostility being required to take him A ~ P ' 
alive, and to beware either through ignorance or accident of being 
instrumental to his death. The Mahanite then proceeded without 
further delay to the execution of his orders. It would appear at the 
same time, that the preparations for the invasion of Khorassaun must 
have occupied the greater part of the year one hundred and ninety 
four, since the departure of the troops destined for Persian Mk on 
this occasion, is not stated to have taken place before the commence¬ 
ment of ninety five.* 

Aware on the other hand of appro.aching danger, U1 Maraun pro¬ 
ceeded to expedite those measures of defence against aggression, 
which it would have been inconsistent with common prudence any 
longer to delay. He availed himself on this emergency of the cour¬ 
age and abilities of Taher the son of U1 Husseyne, the founder of the 
Taherites, at a subsequent period eminently celebrated in Khorassaun ; 
on whom with the command of twenty thousand men, he now confer¬ 
red the government of Ir&k Ajem, from R&i westwards, to the gates of 
Hulwaun. This general, who is noticed by the way as blind of his 
right eye, being directed to march with the utmost expedition in order 
to secure the city of Rai before it should be occupied by the enemy* 
fortunately succeeded in his object, and encamped his army in front of 
that place just in time to anticipate the arrival of the Mahanite ; who 
finding his vievVs thus defeated, immediately took up his ground in 
the presence of Taher. In these circumstances the latter received a 
message from the Mahanite calling upon him, if he were disposed for 
hostility, to arrange his troops for battle in amanner to bringthe contest 
to a speedy decision ; if otherwise, to secure for himself an honorable 
peace, by submitting to the authority of U1 Amein. To which Taher as 
briefly replied, that as the breach of treaties and allegiance lay with 
those whom he served, the guilt of hostility must also rest at their 
door; and this was the only answer which he must expect, either for 
himself or U1 Amein. Both armies shortly afterwards drew out for 
notion, and Ally the son of Eissa having called aloud upon Taher 

* Kholausiut-ul-akbbaur, 
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meet bun hand to hand, the challenge was cheerfully accepted. Wield¬ 
ing his sword with both hands, Taber rushed impetuously upon his 
adversary, clove him through the helmet and the skull, and dispatched 
him on the spot. This was followed by an immediate and simultane¬ 
ous charge on the part of Taher’s troops against a particular point in 
the line of their opponents ; and the latter, peradventure discouraged 
by the fall of their leader, giving way at the first shock, were driven 
from the field in the utmost consternation. The next day, having pur¬ 
sued the vanquished with considerable slaughter, Taher made his 
triumphant entry into Rai; where the head and ring of Ally the Ma- 
hanite being brought before him, he dictated the following laconic 
jepislle to Eazzel the son of Sohel at Meru. “ This note is written to 
“ thee, with the head of Ally the son of Eissa in my hand, and his ring 
“ upon my finger—farewel.!” 

The purport ofthis brief but interesting communication was speedily 
made known to U1 Mkmun by Fazzel; when that minister in the ar¬ 
dour of congratulation, saluting his master by the title of Ameir ul 
jyioumenem, on the same day proclaimed him exclusive possessor of 
the throne of the Khalit's. A letter from Tfiher addressed immediate¬ 
ly to his sovereign, and accompanied with the head of the Mahanite, 
shortly afterwards announced the triumph'of his arms. In reply to 
this, a mandate was dispatched by Ul Mamiin to that general, requiring 
his allegiance as soleKhalif; and announcing his pleasure to be on all 
future occasions addressed by the title of Ameir ul "Moumenein. In 
the dispatch which, under the immediate signature of Mamun, con¬ 
veyed these instructions to Taher, he was enjoined to receive on hisown 
hand the fealty of the people of Rai; the sovereign having, as he stated, 
adopted for hisown the right hand of Taher, the left hand of that general 
was now therefore to be considered as his right. “ Hail then”added Ma¬ 
mun on this occasion, “ Taher son of Hfisseyne, henceforward Zul- 
“ yemnein.“ A term which may with perfect propriety be rendered 
ambidexter .He is however, on another authority, stated to have 
acquired the appellation of Zfilyemnein, because in giving his mortal 
wound to Ally the son ot Eissa, he wielded his sword with both hands. 
It is on this occasion further related, that when a report of the 
discomfiture of his troops was communicated to Ul Amein, by one, 
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•f the fugitives from the field of battle, he happened to be fishing on A. H. 193* 
the bank pf the Tigris, accompanied by a favorite attendant of the A - D - 
name of Kousser, or Kouther. In reply to the disastrous intelligence Khoiau8»ut- 

■ 1 1 r* W ITS* 

of which he was the bearer, the thoughtless prince, with characteris- * 

tic apathy, desired the messenger to hold his peace ; for whilst he had 
hitherto exhausted both his skill and his patience without success, 
his man Kousser had a brace of fish in his basket. However, when 
this august and sapient prince, continues the same author in a sar¬ 
castic strain, was at leisure from his very important occupation, and 
the fate of his general was confirmed to him, he found it expedient ta 
set about the immediate equipment of a second army; which was 
sent with all practicable dispatch, to oppose the victorious progress of 
Zul-yemnein. 

The defeat of the Mahanite occasioned at the same time at Baghdad TarikhTebry. 
among the soldiery the most violent agitation ; U1 Amein being openly, 
taxed with having justly incurred the wrath of heaven by his treach¬ 
ery and breach of faith in his conduct towards Mamun : but having 
acquiesced without demur in a demand for four month’s pay, and 
made a seasonable and liberal distribution among their captains, he 
contrived for the present to appease the clamour; and the army was 
at length prevailed upon to march under the orders of Abdurraihman 
the son oflleblah, the Anbaurite. At one of the stations between 
Rai and Hamadaun, it is not determined where, that chief was also 
defeated by Zulyemnein, with great slaughter, and compelled to 
throw himself for protection behind the walls of the latter city. But 
being on all sides immediately invested by the troops of his conqueror, 
the failure of provisions, after the resistance of one month, made a- 
capitulation unavoidable; and he was accordingly constrained to sur¬ 
render to Zulyemnein. In the mean time intelligence of his danger 
had been conveyed to U1 Amein, and a considerable force had been 
dispatched with all diligence by that prince for the relief of Hamad¬ 
aun. Finding, however, on their arrival within two stages of their 
destination, that the place had already submitted to the enemy, a letter 
was written by these troops to demand of the captive chief, whether 
he had any instructions to communicate as to their further proceed¬ 
ings. Ia these circumstances Abdurraihman conceived he mighi; 

o 2 
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A. H. 195 . attempt to repair by fraud, the losses which he had sustained 
811. through the superior prowess or good fortune of his antagonist. He 
Tarikh therefore communicated the letter*, which he had just received, to 
Tebrjr. z;^iy emne i ni an( j offered, on obtaining the general’s permission to 
visit their camp, to bring over the whole of the detachment to join 
the standard of Ul Mam&n. The vigilance of Zfilyemnein was com¬ 
pletely laid asleep by the insidious proposal ; and the Anbaurite was 
accordingly suffered to depart, with such terms as he pretended could 
not fail to produce the desired impression. He was, however, no 
sooner beyond the reach of his guards, than hastening to join the 
troops of Ul Amein, he immediately proposed to them to surprise 
the camp of the enemy. The proposal was acceded to without 
hesitation, and he accordingly marched under cover of a very dark 
night, to carry his design into execution. The troops of Zftlyeinnein 
were entirely off their guard ; and before their chief could recover 
them from their astonishment, a considerable slaughter had taken 
place. But Abdurraihman falling early in the conflict, the hopes of 
the enterprize perished with its author. Victory again declared in 
favor of Zulyemnein, who advanced upon this -without further oppo¬ 
sition to Belashaun ; a village of that name at the head of the passe* 
of Hulwaun, where he now encamped. 

These repeated successes having rendered the name of Ul M&mftn 
and of his victorious general, equally formidable to the troops at 
Baghdad, Ul Amein despaired, for some time, of being able to prevail 
upon any of his captains to hazard another conflict with the enemy ; 
as ,they in general either declined the service altogether, or demanded 
such enormous sums for its accomplishment, as the state of his treasury 
rendered it impossible to furnish. When, however, both he and his 
ministerhad laboured, for a considerable period, under the mostpainful 
suspense and embarrassment, two of his commanders, Mahommed 
the son of Ul Mueyud, and Abdullah, the son ofHameid son of 
Kohtbah, each at the head of twenty thousand men, were at last 
induced to proceed as far as Khaunekein, about two thirds of the 
apparent distance from Baghdad to Hulwaun; where they took post 
in order to obstruct the further progress of Zulyemnein. When 
they had continued thus stationed for some time, to expect the- 
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approach of the enemy, an expedient was put in practice against 
them by Zfilyemnein, which, without striking a single stroke on his 
parti was attended with all the consequences 6f a complete discomfi¬ 
ture. Having-selected from amorfg the people who served with his 
army, twenty of the natives of Baghdad, he sent them by a circuitous 
route to gain the road which led from that city to the encampment of 
his adversaries ; which from that direction, they were instructed to 
enter separately, and at different periods; and to circulate a 
report that U1 Amein had once more thrown open the gates of his 
treasury, and was at this moment distributing a gratuity of two years’ 
pay to the troops who remained about his person. This reporf, 
being accordingly repeated in the stations about Khaunekein, by 
different individuals, who appeared to have no manner of connection 
with each other, and who possibly gave themselyes out as some of 
those who had actually shared in the Khalif’s liberality, produced by 
degrees the impression for which it was designed. The soldiers pro¬ 
ceeded to express, without disguise, their dissatisfaction, that while 
they were sent to encounter the hazards and fatigues of war, the 
treasures of the state were lavished upon those who lived at home, in 
the bosom of idleness and repose. Great numbers accordingly 
avowed the design of immediately returning to Baghdad ; others 
however, from a more honorable sentiment of duty, expressed a 
determination to remain at their posts; but while they were debating 
the point, the troops quitted the encampment in entire divisions ; so 
that in a short time the whole army had withdrawn to the metropolis, 
without having performed a single act of hostility against the com¬ 
mon enemy. 

Zftlyemnein now led his army from Belashaun, and penetrating 
through the passes without obstruction, soon afterwards took pos¬ 
session of Hulwaun. From thence he dispatched to announce to U1 
Mamfln that he had triumphantly made his egress from the de¬ 
files, and that he was now arrived on the borders of western 
Ir&k t but to enable him to proceed at the same time from 
two opposite points in the attack which he meditated upon Baghdad, 
he requested to be powerfully reinforced : so that while he advanced 
in person with one part of the army by the direct route of Neherwaun, 
another division might approach along the Tigris upwards, by the 
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JC,H. 195. way pf AhA^yz. These accounts were peculiarly gratifying to Ul 
A. P. 811. Mamiln, and he proceeded to testify his satisfaction by transmitting 
.Tarikh to Zfilyemnein a robe of honor of extraordinary magnificence ; while 
Tebrj * wit!) other marks of favor, which he bestowed upon Uazzel, qhe son of 
SoheJ, the minister who had directed'him in his .choice of the success 
ful general, he gave him the title of Zulriapssetein—regulator of the 
^word and pen, or minister of state and war. In concurrence with 
( the application of Zulyeqmein, a body of twenty thousand men was 
immediately detached to join him under the warlike and experienced 
mrethmah. But aware that this general might object to serve 
under one whom he considered his inferior, Ul lyl&mfin endeavored tp 
provide againstsuch an inconvenience by directing that as soon as the 
army should have been thus reinforced it should be separated into tvpp 
divisions ; the one to proceed under Harethmah immediately towards 
Baghdad by the road through Neherwaun, while the other, under tfoe 
orders of Zfilyemnein, was to diverge to the left, and approach in the 
direction from Ahuauz. 

Having abandoned all hope in the exertion of his troops, sjnce their 
disgraceful return without abattlefrom the gates of Hulwaun, UlAmein 
now directed his thoughts to another quarter. He made choice of 
Abdulm61ek the son of Salah, the Hashemite, to assemble an army in 
Syria; and bestowing upon him the government of Damascus, he sent 
him accompanied by Hfisseyne the son of Ally, the Mahanite,andten 
thousand of the troops of Baghdad, to expedite the. levies from that 
province. Hastening to the execution of his orders Abdulmelek was, 
however, seized on reaching Kakkah, by a disorder which prevented 
him from prosecuting his march ; and Husseyne, who acted as lieu¬ 
tenant general of the troops, urging that the perilous crisis of their 
master’s affairs could ill brook the delay, of which this unfortunate in¬ 
disposition might prove the occasion, he yielded to bis advice ; and 
dispatched into Syria to require that the intended reinforcements 
might immediately proceed to join him at Rakkah ; and shortly after- 
wards, engaged by a profusion of promises, a body of twenty, thou¬ 
sand Syrians accordingly appeared to his support, in the neighborhood 
of that place. 

It happened unfortunately that strolling through the camp of the 
Syrians, one of the soldiers of Baghdad recognized ahorse which hgjj 
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Ibeen n from him many years since ; and immediately claiming his 
-property, proceeded, with the assistance ofsome-ofhis fellows, to con¬ 
vey k away. But the cries of the Syrian, in whose possession the 
horse had Wen discovered, bringing a number of his countrymen to 
his aid, both parties had immediate recourse to their arms, and engag¬ 
ed in a desperate and sanguinary affray. Husseyne the Mahanite, 
jiiad been sent by the-directions of Abdulmelek to separate the com¬ 
batants, and appease the tumult; but before he couid reach the scene 
•of uproar, the Syrians had cut to pieces.many of their opponents, and 
compelled the remainder to fly in different directions. Misled by an 
indiscreet partiality for the men of Baghdad, the Mahanite forgot the 
object of his instructions; and joining the fugitives, he brought them 
to recoil upon their pursuers, who were now, in their turn, repulsed 
with considerable slaughter* After such a proof, as they said, of what 
they were to expect for their services, the Syrians were led to discuss 
the inexpediency and absurdity of their engaging themselves any 
further in Irik ; and coming, among themselves, to an immediate 
resolution of' returning home, that resolution was carried into effebt 
without a moment's delay. 

Under these circumstances, Hfisseyne thought it expedient to has¬ 
ten with his troops back towards Baghdad, leaving Abdulmelek still 
grievously indisposed at Rakkah : and U1 Amein had scarcely been 
well apprized of the untoward jevent, when the Mahanite and his fol¬ 
lowers re-entered the metropolis. The conduct of this chief had 
probably incurred the resentment of the Khalit; but as the whole of 
the troops in Baghdad had collected round his person, immediately 
on his arrival, it appeared a matter of considerable hazard to proceed 
openly against him. His own apprehensions on the subject were at 
any rate sufficiently obvious, since he retired within his own doors, 
without presenting himself, as it was customary to do, to the notice 
of his sovereign. He received however the same evening, a message 
requiring his attendance; to which he returned a positive refusal, de¬ 
claring that he should not appear at the palace, otherwise than at the 
head of the troops; but that the next day, when they should-have 
been assembled under their respective leaders, he would, with them 
attend the Khalit’s pleasure, Tn the mean time he apprized the mili- 
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tary chiefs, of what had passed, and that he had been sent for by U1 
Amein for the express purpose of being put to death. They cauti¬ 
oned him, in reply, for that night, at all hazards to remain at home, and 
that on the morrow they would not fail to be with him. In the course 
of~the night he received a second message from U1 Amein, requesting 
his presence, as he had some matters of serious importance to com¬ 
municate. To this, with audacious insolence, Hfisseyne now 
replied, that being neither a minstrel nor a buffoon, any nocturnal 
communication with him was entirely out of the question ; and that 
as he could have nothing to transact with him but what related to 
the affairs of w r ar, he should therefore not attend the Khalif until he 
had drawn the army together. 

The next day he mounted his horse, and taking post at the head of 
the bridge of the Tigris, was there joined by the troops of Baghdad 
and Ir&k, to the number of fifty thousand men. Of these he proceeded 
to demand how long they were to endure that this miscreant, allud¬ 
ing to U1 Amein, who was neither man nor woman, should continue 
to indulge in his licentious and contemptible pleasures, to the entire 
neglect of his armies, and of every branch of his government l To 
this it was replied, by unanimous acclamation, that U1 Amein 
should be immediately deposed from his authority; and to secure 
this object against the possibility of defeat, Husseyne hastened with¬ 
out delay, at the head of the insurgents, to throw himself into the 
palace, where he succeeded in seizing the person of his insulted 
sovereign. The unfortunate monarch was immediately dragged from 
the asylum of his power; and being hurried, with his head and face 
muffled up, to the palace of his mother Zobaidah, he was there laid in 
fetters, and for the present committed to the custody of a guard of 
soldiers. This partial revolution is on other authority, stated to have 
taken effect, on Sunday the eleventh of Rudjub, of the year one 
hundred and ninety-six.* 

The authority of Ul Maraun was now publicly proclaimed through¬ 
out Baghdad. But the mercenary soldiers proceeding to demand tlie 
customary gratuity on the change of government, Hfisseyne attempted 


* Kbolaussut-ul-akhbaur. March 28lh, A. D. 812, 
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to expostulate with them on the unreasonableness oftheir expectations, 
knowing his utter incapacity to fulfil them. He reminded them, at 
the same time, that the monarch to whom they had transferred their 
allegiance was yet absent in Khorassaun ; and that in order to estab¬ 
lish their full claim to his bounty, it was first necessary that both the 
army and the metropolis should be put in his actual possession. He 
therefore proposed that a letter should be addressed immediately to 
U1 Mamfin, inviting him to the capital. This question produced 
among the troops an irreconcileable difference of opinion ; one half 
declaring with Husseyne for U1 Mamfin, and the other for the 
immediate restoration of the degraded U1 Amein. The contending 
parties proceeded to determine their differences by the sword; and a 
conflict ensued, which from the early part of the day to the hour *f 
evening prayer, filled the streets of Baghdad with blood and slaugh¬ 
ter. Their leader falling, however, towards the close of the day, 
into the hands of his adversaries, the party of Husseyne was ulti¬ 
mately defeated with loss. This produced the immediate enlargement 
of U1 Amein, and the majority of the troops flocking the next day 
to his standard, publicly cancelled the allegiance which they had so 
recently sworn to U1 Mamfin. Husseyne, a captive in his turn, was 
now conducted in bonds to the presence ofUl Amein ; but an appre¬ 
hension, that it might occasion a fresh mutiny among the soldiers, if 
he were condemned to suffer the punishment due to his crimes, 
seems for the present to have ensured his pardon. Finding it how¬ 
ever, on his part, not so easy to dismiss his fears of that resentment 
which he had so deeply incurred, Husseyne a day or two afterwards 
embraced an opportunity of quitting Baghdad, accompanied by his 
particular friends ; and taking the road through Neherwaun, made 
the best of his way towards the camp of H&rethmah and Zulyemnein, 
with the design of throwing himself on the protection of those gen¬ 
erals, who had not yet left Hulwaun. But U1 Amein receiving early 
intimation of his flight, and immediately dispatching in pursuit of 
him, the fugitive was overtaken about two farsangs from Baghdad, 
and after some resistance, put to death ; and' his head being, as usual, 
laid before his injured sovereign, the army soon afterwards generally 
VOL. XI. P 


. H. 19#. 
. D. 812. 

Tarikh 

Tebryr 



105 

A. H. 196. returned to its duty; so thgt the revolt might be said, for the present 

A. P. 812. i iave entirely subsided. 

Tarikh Apprized of these events, ZAlvemnein determined to hasten the 

Tebrjr. concer t e ^ separation with his collegue ; and accordingly, quitting 
Hulwaun at the head of his own division of the army, he proceeded 
by the left towards Ahuauz ; where Mahommed the son of Yezzid the 
Mohillebite commanded at this period on the part of IJ1, Amein. 
Being soon afterwards closely invested, and the governor falling in the 
honorable discharge of his duty, this town was compelled to submit 
to Zulyemnein, together with the whole of the adjoining territory ; 
through which the agents of that general were immediately dispersed 
to ensure possession in the name of their master. The march of 
Zulyemnein was next directed for Bassorah ; of which city Munsur 
the son of Mehedy was prefect, or lieutenant, under the authority 
of III Amein. Instead of defending his trust, this chief conceived it 
prudent to dispatch' letters to Zulyemnein, to declare that having 
renounced his allegiance to U1 Amein, he thus voluntarily transfer¬ 
red it to U1 Miimun ; on which, after presenting his army before the 
gates of Bassorah, Zulyemnein left Munsur in unmolested possession 
of that city, and returned towards Waussit. About the same period, 
similar letters reached him from Abbas the son of Hady, and Mdtleb, 
or Mutulleb, the son of Abdullah ; the former, lieutenant of Kufah, 
the latter of Mossule, each abjuring the authority of U1 Amein, and 
submitting to that of U1 M&mun. Moreover, when ZCdyenmeip was 
known to have arrived in the neighborhood of Waussit, the gover¬ 
nor of that place, Hesheim the son of Shoabah also prepared to aban¬ 
don liis trust by withdrawing towards Khorassaun; but being 
ashamed to exhibit such a proof of his pusillanimity to his people at 
large, he desired one of his grooms to bring him privacy one of his 
horses. The man brought him two, pointing out, whether his, design, 
were for battle or for flight, that vyljich in either case would bestsuit, 
his purpose. Hesheim chose the latter, Rearing honorable testimony 
to the character of his adversary, by alleging that it was no disgrace 
to fly before Zulyemnein. Thus abandoned to its* destiny, Zulyem¬ 
nein took, possession of Waussit without resistance.; and with the 
fame facility, succeeded in making himself master of the auciept capi- 
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tal of Med&ein. From this latter city he dispatclied to announce his A. H. 19B*. 
progress to Hhrethmah; on which, decamping from Hulwaun, that A D - 8t ?- - 
general led his troops immediately towards Baghdad, and taking post 
at Neherwaun, materially straitened the garrison of the metropolis in 
that direction. 

In the mean time the conduct of UI Amein in cancelling the 
arrangements of Ilarun, and in destroying the instrument of succes¬ 
sion sO solemnly ratified in the temple of Mekkah, had excited no 
little discontent among the inhabitants of that proud city ; and parti¬ 
cularly in Daoud the son of Eissa the Abbaside, who did not scruple 
to declare that he had been guilty of the grossest perfidy, and that 
his affairs could therefore never terminate in prosperity. In this 
state of mind, tvhen the transient revolution in favor of Ul M&mfin 
brought about at Baghdad by Husseyne the Mahanite, was announced 
at Mekkah, the whole of the Koraish, and other inhabitants of that 
city, readily acquiesced in the measure ; and to give to their opinions 
the last publicity, they proceeded to pronounce the Khotbah in the 
name ofUl MaihiVh, during the visitation of the pilgrims at the close- 
of the year. This brings our narrative accordingly to the termination 
of the year one hundred and ninety-six. 

Under these accumulating embarrassment*, Ut Amein adventured 
Upon a general review of his troops; and finding that he might stiH 
calculate upon the services of not less than four hundred commanders 
of some eminence, lie presented to each of them a standard ; and dis¬ 
patched them under Ally the son of Husseyne, of the race of Fauti- 
ma, towards Neherwaun, to try the issue of a conflict with -the troops 
of Harethmah. Before the gates of that town, -at a village called 
Hulwaun, they accordingly gave battle to Harethmah, and with their 
usual adverse fortune, were again totally defeated ; and their general 
being made a prisoner, was conveyed to Merfi. to attest to Ul M'&tnun 
this further triumph of his' arms. 

Notwithstanding the uniform success which had hitherto hccom- 
panied him in his enterprizes, the troops of Zulyemnein engaged, 
about this period, in an audacious mutiny ! against the authority of 
their general ; because he, either justly or unjustly, withstood their 
clamours for money. But as one half of the army Continued stedfasfr 
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to their allegiance,Zulyemnein succeeded in dispersing the mutineers# 
and in expelling them from his camp in various directions. Ot these 
■a body of five thousand took the road toward* Baghdad, where they 
submitted to claim the protection of U1 Amein, and from him exper¬ 
ienced a favorable reception. But as the treasures of that prince were 
by this time pretty well exhausted, instead of those pecuniary rewards, 
rich dresses, and other proofs of his bounty, with which they had 
.flattered their expectations, these unprincipled mercenaries were 
compelled to rest satisfied with a fumigation of their beards over 
pans of civet; which was served up before them in great profusion, 
by the Khalif’s directions: a species of entertainment by which 
they were exposed to the ridicule of the inhabitants of Baghdad, 
under the appellation of jund-ul-ghauleiah, the civet corps. Having, 
however, for the space of a month, looked in vain for some more 
solid proofs of the liberality of Ul Amein, they became tired of 
expectancy ; and joining the troops of Baghdad, in one of those 
bursts of refractory violence in which they so frequently indulged 
against their unfortunate sovereign, they withdrew themselves from 
that city ; and took the first opportunity of returning to the camp of 
Zftlyemnein, by whom their recent outrages were, from some motive of 
expediency, suffered to pass into oblivion. The armies of H&reth- 
mah and Zhlyemnein, soon after this, united in the siege of Baghdad ; 
where the unfortunate Ul Amein was ultimately destined to experi¬ 
ence every species of mortification, disgrace, and injury. 

The year one hundred and ninety-seven commenced thus inauspi- 
ciously for Ul Amein. His treasures hid long since failed him ; and 
he now proceeded to supply the defect, by committing to the cruci¬ 
ble his gold and silver plate and furniture, the glittering appendage^ 
of royalty ; and further to enable, him to renew the exercise of his 
bounty, and to encourage his troops to exert themselves in the 
defence of the last bulwarks of declining greatness, the rare and pre¬ 
cious .cpntents of his warehouses and magazines were now openly- 
exposed for sale. Having adopted every precaution to strengthen 
and secure the gates of the city, both within and without, against the 
attempts of the besiegers, he withdrew himself into the palace of his. 
caother, within the citadel; of which, the gates are said to hayebee* 
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*>firon. He disposed of his garrison at the same time to guard with A. H. 197. 
.equal solicitude against the attacks of H&rethmah, which were A. D Big. 
directed towards the gate of Khorassaun on one side, and against Tarikh 
those of Zulyemnein, which bore upon the gate of Bassorah on the Tebl 7* 
other. These attacks appear, however, to have been confined to the 
interval between sunrise and sunset; the besieging generals retiring 
every evening to their respective encampments, Harethmah to 
Neherwaun, at the distance of two farsangs, and Zulyemnein to the 
garden of the gate of Anbaur -, a plantation, or pleasure ground so 
called, about the distance of one farSang on the road to Bassorah. 

When this species of attack had been carried on for some time, and 
the garrison had been entirely cut off from the means of subsistance, 
and not a day passed in which the ramparts were not brought down 
in alarming masses by the warlike machines of the besiegers; the 
inhabitants began to quit the city, and in considerable bodies to claim 
the protection of either general of the besiegers. Those who submitted 
in this way to the power of Zfilyemnein were treated with distin- 
guished kindness ; while the property of such as delayed to surren¬ 
der was exposed to certain destruction by fire and sword. The 
spirit of dereliction spread at last to the highest order of citizens, to 
the heads of the neighboring villages, and to the chief commanders 
of the army, not excepting the minister Fazzel: all of whom gradually 
went over to the enemy, leaving the capital to its fate. 

By these multiplied desertions, and the numerous casualties which 
necessarily occurred in repelling the assaults of the besiegers, the gar¬ 
rison became at last so greatly reduced, that the populace proceeded to 
break open the gates of the prisons, and to release the criminals ; whose 
assistance they demanded to defend the works of the town. All was 
now resigned to the discretion of a licentious rabble, who disposed 
of every thing at. will; and to add to the calamities which already 
seemed to hasten their destruction, they neglected to secure a supply 
of water for the interior of the city. In such appalling circumstan¬ 
ces, finding that his authority was become entirely extinct; that no 
one any longer, either regarded his instructions, or feared his resent¬ 
ment; that the good, the,learned, and the moral, and even the 
.market people oi every description had disappeared; that the city 
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A. H. 107. was become the prey of an unbridled banditti of robbers , gambler 
A. D. 812. pickpockets , and depredators, who filled it, without control! 1, with 
Tarikh treason, pillage* and slaughter ; in short, finding that he had nothing 
Tebry. ^ w j ierew i t ij to purchase the precarious obedience of an unprinci¬ 
pled and lawless mob, the unhappy U1 Amein finally shut himself up in 
the palace of his mother; and there fortifying himself as well against 
internal violence, as the attacks of the besiegers from without, seems 
to have awaited without further effort the crisis of his destiny. 

Under such hopeless circumstances, the first to forsake his master, 
aird who now submitted to Zfilyemnein, was Eissa the son of Mahom- 
med, another of the race of Mahan, the captain ofUlAmein’s guards; 
to whom had been committed the particular defence of the gates, and 
to whose regulation had indeed been consigned every thing relating 
to the general safety of the city. The defection of this confidential 
chieftain, at such a crisis, threw U1 Amein at once into the last state 
of despondence and despair; and it was perhaps not until this period 
that the defence of his capital was finally abandoned, to the fortuitous 
exertions of a lawless and ferocious banditti. The information of 
Zulyemnein must at the same time have enabled,him to form a toleiv 
able estimate of all that passed within the town, and he was perhaps 
justified in his expectation, that it would be reduced to a speedy 
surrender. Nevertheless, while he indulged, peradventure with too 
much security, in these expectations, he was attacked in the quarter 
called the castle,* or palace of S&lah, under the gates of the city ; and 
defeated with considerable loss, by Mahommed the son of Yakub, 
( the new captain of U1 Amein’s guards, at the head of the undisciplined 
multitude, who combated that day with peculiar fierceness and reso¬ 
lution. The day following, to avenge the disgrace, Z&lyemnein led 
his troops towards the quarter call ed'daur-urreJFeik, adjacent to which 
he was again opposed in great force by the rabble. On this occasion 
we are told, that one of the latter, clad in a coarse woollen wrapper, 
with a beggar’s wallet suspended to his neck, a cudgel in one hand, 
and a wicker basket overlaid with pitch, in the other, in an attitude 
pf careless defiance,.presen ted himself to the troops of Zulyemnein* 

•JLasser-e-Salah. 



Ill 

One of his followers, a native of Khorassaun, was directed by that 
chief to meet this savage looking otit-law. The Kliorassauny drew 
his bow and let fly an arrow, which the rustic received in his basket 
of wicker; but as it passed through and sunk into the earth, he nim¬ 
bly picked it up and lodged it, feather outwards, in the basket "which 
he used as his shield. This he repeated until the soldier had entirely 
exhausted his quiver. On which Z&lyemnein called to the Khoraus- 
sauny to attack him sword in hand; observing that there surely could 
be nothing to apprehend from a fair conflict with such a charlatan. 
The Kliorassauny drew his sword accordingly, and approached his 
antagonist; when the barbarian putting his hhnd into his wallet, drew 
out a pebble, and fixing it in his cudgel as a sling, delivered it with 
such singular force and precision, as to snap the sword of the Khor- 
assauny in the middle. He then uttered a loud cry of triumph, 
while his adversary totally crest fallen, was compelled to withdraw : 
Zulyemnein expressing his surprise at the strange contingencies of 
civil discord, in which the distinguished commander, and the skilful 
warrior, with all the advantages of superior arms and discipline, were 
to be equally baffled by the wool clad rustic, with his sword of lath, 
his sling and wicker shield. He might have added, perhaps with equal 
justice, in which peers and ministers of state, the pillars of royalty, 
could so far forget the noblest principles of duty, a6 to abandon the 
person of their liege sovereign to the precarious defence of thieves and 
outlaws. Be this however as it may, they fought that day at Daur 
urreffeik, with equal fierceness and obstinacy until night put an 
end to the conflict ; and it will be sufficient to 'notice, once for all, 
that Harethmah, on his part, experienced, on a variety of occasions, 
front this multitudinous and stigmatized banditti, a resistance not 
less determined and persevering. ‘ 

At the commencement however, of the- year one hundred and ninety 
eight, on the very first day of the month of Mohurrim,* the troops of 
Baghdad of whatever description, both on the side of Harethmah and 
Zfilyemnein, were finally driven within the walls of the town. The 
place was now more closely and completely invested ; the warlike ma¬ 
chines of the besiegers were planted more directly to beat do'Wn 
the defences of the gateways; and ZAlyemnein having effectually cut 
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offthe garrrison from its communication with the Tigris, the city wad 
thus reduced to the last extremity. In these melancholy and appalling 
circumstances, UlAmein sought one evening tosuspend the recollection 
of his sorrows, by the eharpis of music; and for this purpose one of his 
women was summoned to attend him. The lady who appeared to his 
aid, took up her hurbut, or lute, but tuned it to a strain so pensive, 
that the Khalif, feeling his sorrows rather aggravated than relieved, pro¬ 
ceeded to expostulate with her on a selection so ill suited to his state 
of mind; she mournfully besought his forgiveness, alleging, that her re¬ 
collection furnished her with nothing else. He desired her once more to 
exert her skill, andagain she struck her lute to the same affecting mea¬ 
sures. On which, U1 Amein imprecating abitter curseon her, and on her 
melody, the maid suddenly started from her seat; in doing which, acci¬ 
dentally striking her foot against a favorite and costly vase of the Kha¬ 
lif s, of the value often thousand dirhems,* it flew into as many pieces. 
A circumstance which does not appear to have alleviated her master’s, 
displeasure, though it might have served to awaken his recollection. 

A protracted siege had by this time equally worn out the patience 
of U1 Amein, and exhausted the skill and resources of his multifari¬ 
ous and disorderly garrison. He therefore came to the resolution of 
intreating the protection of Harethmah. For this purpose he immediately 
dispatched to apprize that general, that he was ready to go over to him, 
provided such a design might be accomplished without the knowledge; 
of Zulyemnein; and on the condition that H&rethmah would engage to 
protect him against the violence of his collegue, and to convey him in 
safety to the presencepf U1 Mamun. Theproposal was gladly acceded 
toby Harethmah, who sent to inform the Khalif, in reply, that he was 
perfectly disposed to obey his orders. It was accordingly arranged 
that Harethmah should approach the palace at midnight in his boat, 
accompanied by a few confidential followers; and that UlAmein should 
come out privately and join him. The correspondence was however 
notconducted with such secrecy as to escape the vigilance of Zudyem- 
nein; by whom, as it did not exactly square with his views it Was imme¬ 
diately determined to disconcert the design. As soon as night came, 
he took post with a considerable division of his army along the bank 

* 229/. 3s. 4rf. 
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of the Tigris, embarking two hundred soldiers well armed, on board 
some river craft prepared for the purpose, with the necessary instruc¬ 
tions in what manner to proceed. At the hour appointed, H&rethmah 
with his followers repaired to the spot agreed upon ; and U1 Amein in 
the disguise of a slave, his head muffled up in acloak, and accompanied 
by a single attendant only, hastened to the river side, and stepped into 
the boat, in which Harethmah sat anxiously awaiting his approach. 
As soon, however, as the boat had gained the middle of the Tigris, it 
was surrounded, and assailed by a shower of arrows from those which 
had been armed by the directions of Zulyemnein. Harethmah and 
his followers resolutely defended themselves for some time ; but their 
assailants having w'ith their spears transpierced the sides of the fragile 
bark, it soon filled with water and sunk beneath the stream. Such as 
could swim immediately threw themselves into the river, and gained 
the shore:' the steersman seized Harethmah by the arm, and conveyed 
him safe to land ; and Ul Amein, on his part committing himself to the 
stream, susceeded after considerable exertion, in gaining the eastern 
hank of the Tigris, opposite to the city. Unfortunately, on the very 
spot where he was ascending the bank of the river, a detachment of ten 
soldiers had been stationed by Zulyemnein, under an inferior officer, 
a native of Khorassaun, whose name was Ibrauhim the son of Jauffer 
of Ualkh. The person of the unhappy monarch was instantly recog¬ 
nized ; and the man compassionately covering him with his cloak to 
protect him from the cold, and mounting him upon his own horse, 
immediately conveyed him to a place of safety. 

Soon afterwards, while Zftlyemnein and his followers were forming 
no other conclusion than that he had perished in the Tigris, Ibrauhim 
presented himself to announce to the general, that Ul Amein was 
safely lodged in his tent; describing the manner in which the unhappy 
prince had fallen into his hands. At this period Zulyemnein had 
among his domestics a slave called Koraish, and nicknamed Deh- 
dauny, or dentatus, from the preposterous size of his teeth. This 
man, of whose qualifications he was probably not without experience, 
he now summoned to his presence, directing him to proceed without 
delay to the tent of IbraUhim, and to bring him the head of Ul Amein. 
The slave hastened, with^bsequious zeal, to the execution of this san- 
\ol. ix. q 
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A. U. l?8. guinary mandate, and finding his wretched victim aloneand unprotect-. 

A IX 813. e( j } iuunediately drfew bis sword, and approached to attack him. Ul 
Tarikh Amein perceived his design, and nothing else at hand with which to 

Tebiy. defend his person, seized bis bolster ; and with that contrived for some 

time to ward off the blow s of his executioner. But as this could not 
avail him long, he faltered in his defence, and received a severe cut, 
upon the head ; and his remorseless assailant repeating the stroke, the 
unhappy monarch fell upon his face ; on which the assassin immedi¬ 
ately throwing himself upon him, severed his head from the shoulders, 
and conveyed it w ith savage triumph to the presence of his master. 

In possession of this sanguinary proof of the approaching termina¬ 
tion of his labours, Zulyemnein invited his principal followers to a 
public audience ; and exhibiting to their view his ghastly trophy, the 
' head of the slaughtered Ul Amein, proceeded to expatiate in such 
terms as suited his own immediate purposes, on the circumstances 
which had precipitated the fall of the unhappy monarch. He alleged, 
in short, that this proud prince, as he thought fit to designate the victim 
of his cruelty, in deciding for the protection ofHarethinahin preference 
to his, had become the author of his own destruction. Had his decision 
been the reverse, he affirmed that he might have been still alive. But 
while the perils of the field of battle, and the fatigues and hardships, ofa 
protracted and laborious siege, were to be thelotofZ£ilyemnein,itwas,it 
seems, the design of Ul Amein to rob him of his well earned fame, the 
honorable reward of his exertions ; and by accompanying him to the 
presence of Ul Mfrmun, to transfer the whole to Harethmah. Zul¬ 
yemnein now gave orders that the head should be suspended in view 
of the walls of Baghdad ; and the features of their immolated sover¬ 
eign being early recognized by the garrison, they immediately threw 
open their gates ; and surrendering the town to. the besiegers, betoofc. 
themselves without further resistance to their respective and ordinary 
occupations : and Zulyemnein thus master of the metropolis of the 
race of Abbas, the calamities of civil discord seemed in an instant to 
be appeased. 

As he suspected, however, that his conduct in the death of the 
murdered monarch, and in the subsequent exposure of his head, was 
liable to some misrepresentation on the part of Harethmah, Zulyem* 
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nem conceived it expedient to adopt some steps to vindicate himself A. H. 198. 
on this point to U1 Mamun ; who had expressly directed that his A ‘ p ~ 8l3 l 
brother should be taken alive. Accordingly when the head of U1 ^ a " k * 1 
Amein was as usual dispatched to the presence of that prince, toge¬ 
ther with the staff and mantle of the prophet, and the seal of the 
Khelaufut, it was accompanied by a letter from ZAlyemneia to the 
following effect. “ Reposing in the good faith and honor of'Hdtreth- 
“ mah a confidence, which, from the unremitting hostilities, that in the 
“ execution of my orders, I Was compelled to prosecute against him, 

“ he denied to myself, Mahommed-ul-Amein besought by his agents 
“ the protection of that chief, whom he accordingly prepared to join ; 

“ thus casting upon my integrity an imputation which it never 
“ deserved. In consequence of the arrangement preconcerted between 
“ them, Harethmah, in the dead of night attended in his boat by the 
“ river side ; where the inconsiderate prince thought fit to put himself 
“ into his hands. With no other object than to render him those 
“ honors which were his due as the brother ofmy sovereign, when he 
“ should disembark from the boat into which he had conveyed him- 
“ self, I also, at the head of my followers, proceeded to the bank of 
“ the Tigris. Unfortunately, when they reached the middle of the 
“ stream, their frail conveyance filled with water, and sunk to the 
“ bottom. U1 Amein swam for bis life, and succeeded in gaining the 
“ the opposite bank of the river ; but having corfceived the idea, that 
“ he had been betrayed, he probably repented, when too late, of hav¬ 
ing besought the protection of Harethmah. Be this as it may, 

“ when he found himself safe on shore, he gave the word aloud, 

“ Muhommedna munstirin —help for Mahommed; demanding the 
“ assistance of his troops for the renewal of hostilities. On this 
“ my followers were ordered, without drawing their swords, to secure 
“ the person of the prince. He persevered however in resisting the 
“attempt, and perished in the conflict which ensued. The day fol- 
“ lowing the people of Baghdad agreed to give up the town ; but as 
“ they continued to entertain some doubts as to the fate of their 
“ sovereign, I took his head, and instructed by the example of many 
“ a former prince, displayed it for their inspection. They were by 
“ this expedient relieved from their incertitude ; and together 
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A. H. i»8.«“ with the out-Uwed. banditti employed in the .defence of the 
A. D. 81 3 . (S t OVVOj having returned every one to his avocations, all appearance 
] “ of commotion immediately subsided. As for, the head—behold, it 
“ accompanies this dispatch !” 

The report which Harethmah on his part conceived it expedient to 
convey to his master on the,same subject, was however comprized in 
much fewer words. He briefly stated, that having proceeded accord¬ 
ing to appointment to • receive U1 Amein, he had, as he thought 
beyond the reach of dagger, seated him in his boat, and was conduct¬ 
ing him to his camp ; when, to his utter astonishment, in the very 
middle of the stream, the boat sunk. That, being sufficiently 
engaged in providing for his own safety, he saw nothing more of the 
unhappy prince until the following day, when he recognized his head 
in the presence of Taher. But of the circumstances which produced 
such a spectacle, he professed his entire ignorance. 

In the letters transmitted on this occasion, to announce to U1 Ma¬ 
mun the triumphant termination of the contest with his brother, 
Zulyemnein is said to have further explained, that when, on emerging 
from the Tigris, the unfortunate U1 Amein evinced a determination 
to resist, he had instructed his slave, adverting to Koraish dendauny 
by name, to seize and withhold him from, the consequences of his rash 
and unavailing obstinacy ; but that disdaining* to deliver himself up, he 
had fought the slav,e, who was thus compelled, by the necessity ofself- 
defence, to put him to death. Upon which it is observed, that to 
U1 Mamun it was long since known, that at the birth of his brother it 
had been predicted by the astrologers, that Ameinwas destined to perish 
by the hand of a Koraish; understood, however, to imply some individ¬ 
ual of the celebrated tribe of that name : and snch being the-notion 
entertained by U1 Mamun, his minister Fazzel, himself a skilful 
astrologer, in the correspondence which, in the name of his master, 
he carried on with ZMyemnein, omitted not to charge him, on every 
occasion, to be particular in distinguishing among his troops the war¬ 
riors of the Koraish ; whose zeal he was uniformly instructed to 
stimulate by every species of encouragement: although Zulyemnein 
was but little aware of the motive. When he perused, however, the 
circumstantial relation communicated in the report of that general, 
U1 Mamun found no difficulty in applying the prediction exhibited 
in his brother’s horoscope. 
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Two of the children of Ul Mamun, who had been formerly removed 
from llakkah to Baghdad, by U1 Amein, and there continued at this 
period confined to the imperial palace, were now conducted by the 
directions of Zulyemnein, with their mother, into Khorassaun ; toge¬ 
ther with Mutummen, and the two sons of U1 Amein, Mussa and 
Abdullah, with their mother, who proceeded at the same time to the 
presence of Ul Mamtin.- The dowager Zobaidah was confined under 
restraint to her own palace. 

Mahommed ul Amein, from the Oldest of his two sons, occasionally 
denominated Abfi Mussa, is stated to have enjoyed a distinction to 
which no other of his race could pretend ; that of being, both by 
father and mother, descended from the illustrious stock of Abbas ; 
and he is described to have been in person of a fair complexion, tall in 
stature, and broad shouldered, with small eyes and a prominent nose. 
On the day of his death, which, in the Kholaussut-ul-akhbaur, is 
recorded to have taken place in the latter part of Mohurrim,* one 
hundred and ninety-eight, he could not have attained to his eight 
and twentieth year; and he perished in the manner we have attempted 
to relate, after exercising a precarious sovereignty of four years and 
abou,tsix months. During the hostilities in which he was engaged 
with Ul Mamfin, it is further remarked, that he espoused the daugh¬ 
ter of Eissa the son of JaufFer; represented to have been a woman of 
genius, and a poetess, who employed her muse, with some ability, in 
recording the virtues oi her lamented and unfortunate husband. In 
short, this prince appears to have inherited from nature a disposition 
of mind, benevolent, and liberal to a pre-eminent degree; but, 
while embarked in a contest for life and empire, his supineness in 
neglecting the duties of his exalted station, for the miserable pursuits 
of private pleasure and amusement, bespoke an imbecility of charac¬ 
ter but little calculated to secure the respect of a warlike people ; and 
it is not to be wondered at, that his star should have ultimately set 
before the superior energies, and the more fortunate destiny of his 
brother. 
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That brother we are now. to recognize under the title of Ur; Mamun 
B’iLtAH,*Abul Abbas Abdullah, the son of Ilarfim ; to whom, when 
the fate of his predecessor had become sufficiently notorious, the 
allegiance of Hejauz, of both provinces of Irak, and of Parss, was 
transferred without further difficulty ; the inhabitants of Khorassaun, 
though his authority, had been long since effectually established in 
that part of the empire, embracing the occasion to renew their pledge 
of fidelity to him, in his quality of sole monarch of Issl&m. 

It appears at the same time, that as soon as it was ascertained that 
the contest had thus favorably terminated, Fazzel the son of Sohel 
early suggested ^to his master the expediency of his presence at Bagh¬ 
dad, and of transferring the seat of government to that metropolis. 
U1 M&mun had, however, by this time,'conceived so decided a pre¬ 
dilection for Khorassaun, that he was not to be induced by any con¬ 
siderations of expediency to concur in such a measure. To the 
arguments which his minister urged against the manifest impolicy of 
continuing to reside at so remote an extremity of his dominions, (over 
which it appeared impracticable to exercise an effectual controul, 
otherwise than by fixing the source of authority at the centre in 
Ir&k) he endeavoured to reply, by observing that although the 
princes of the house of Abbas might have chosen to establish their 
abode in Irak, it was to be remembered that the monarchs of the 
race ofOmmeyah had fixed their court at the opposite extremity of 
the empire ; even at Damascus, at the very outlet of the passes and 
defiles of the Rumian territory; from whence they had found it, 
nevertheless, perfectly practicable to keep the whole world from 
east to west, in sufficient awe of their authority. In opposition, 
therefore, to what he conceived the most obvious maxims of policy, 
Fazzel was compelled to conform to. the opinion of his sovereign ; it 
being determined that the imperial residence should continue at 
Meru ; while the talents ef Zfilyemnein were considered amply com¬ 
petent to secure the submission of Baghdad, and the piovinces of the 
west. 

Early in the ensuing year, however, a schismatic of the name of 
Nasser the son of Shebeib Rebbai, having set up the standar ! of 
revolt at Rakkah, during the first month of Rabbeia, Zulyemncia 
* Dei gratia, coasertatus—constans. 
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-found it requisite to make the circumstance the subject of an imme¬ 
diate dispatch to U1 M&mun. On which, being invited by his master 
to suggest the arrangements that he conceived advisable to adopt in 
order to defeat the designs of the insurgent, Fazzel continued to 
intimate that his opinion was, already, sufficiently known ; and he 
could only repeat that it behoved them to hasten into Irak; without 
a moment’s delay. The Khalif still contended that the authority of 
Zulyemnein was in all respects adequate to the emergency; and 
when, the minister objected that while Zulyemnein was employed in 
the extremity of Jezzeirah, there was reason to apprehend that the 
affairs of Irak might fall into confusion, U1 Mamun then required 
that he should discover some suitable person to assume the govern¬ 
ment of that province. It was under these circumstances that Fazzel 
undertook to recommend his brother Husseyne, or as he will hereafter 
be more frequently denominated, Hussun ; although it was still too 
fresh in the rememberance of every one at Baghdad, that both he 
and his brother were only known in that city in the quality of hum¬ 
ble scribes; an occupation which they had notoriously exercised 
during the reigns of both Mehedy and Harun, without the smallest 
pretensions to any degree of experience, or skill in the profession of 
arms. Of the imprudence of such a choice, U1 M&mun is said to 
have been sufficiently aware ; but Fazzel obstinately persevering in 
his point, the Khalif was in this instance compelled to forego his 
opinion. Ilussun Sohel was accordingly invested with the govern¬ 
ment of Irak ; instructions being at the same time conveyed to Zul¬ 
yemnein, on the arrival of his successor, to deliver over to him, the 
whole of the cities, and dependencies of that province at present 
under his authority ; and for his. own part to proceed without delay 
towards Rakkah, with the division of the army under his orders, to 
chastise the usurpation of the insurgent Nasser ; the government of 
that quarter, including Mossul and the whole of Jezzeirah, being con¬ 
ferred upon him, in the room of what it had been fonnd expedient to 
consign to another person. On the same occasion H&rethmah was 
required to transfer to Hussun Sohel the troops who had hitherto fol¬ 
lowed his standard; and to return With such as were immediately 
attached, to his own person into Khorassaun. 
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A. h.'i» 9. On his arrival at Baghdad, the army and the government were both 
A. D. 814. accordingly resigned to the disposal of Hussun Sohel, by Zitlyemnein, 
Tarikh a nd Harethmah ; the former proceeding towards Rakkah equally dis- 
Tdny * satisfied with Mamun, and with his minister. In a similar temper of 
mind, H&rethmah took hisdepartureforKhorassaim; both of these chiefs 
havingentertained a notion, thatthe Khalifwouldscarcelybeinducedto 
deprive them of the authority which they had established at Baghdad. 
Of the troops which, in conformity with his instructions, H&rethmah 
delivered over to the discretion of the new governor of Irak, the 
immediate command had been usually exercised by a slave, or client 
of his own, of the name of Abti Serfaya; and to this person they 
■were now left in charge, under the authority of Hussun Sohel. 1 he 
insurgent Nasser ben Shebeib having shut himself up within the for¬ 
tifications of Rakkah, on the approach of Zhlyemnein, the latter 
immediately formed the siege of that city ; exhibiting, however, no 
other indication of hostility, or of a design to effect the subjugation 
of the place, than by the position which, in total inaction, he thus 
continued for a long time to occupy before its gates. 

As had been in some measure foreseen, the character of Hussun 
Sohel’s government displayed to the inhabitants of Baghdad, both 
soldiers and others, something very foreign to what they been accus¬ 
tomed to admire ; neither did they attempt to conceal their surprise 
and dissatisfaction at this appointment of U1 Mkmun’s, which, like 
some other recent proceedings of that prince, they ascribed to the 
improper influence exercised by the brother; to whom, they said, they 
well understood the management of affairs had been now too generally 
resigned by his master. 

At a crisis thus verging towards confusion and disturbance, an 
individual of the race of Ally, descended from Imaum Hftsseyne, of 
the name of Mahdmmed son of Ibrkhim, and on whom they thought 
fit to confer the title of Tebauteba, was clandestinely employed at 
Kufah in soliciting the allegiance of the people for “ U1 Ruzza of the 
race of the prophetand had succeeded to a great extent in prevail¬ 
ing upon the inhabitants to engage privately in his views : when in 
the month of Jummaudy the second,* Abti Serraya, at the headofhis 
troops, entered Kufah ; and inviting Tebauteba from the privacy in 

* January, A. D. 815. 
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which he had hitherto been operating, openly 1 declared in favor of his 
designs, and, under his presumed authority, became entire master of 
the city. 

The person who now demands our attention under the appellation 
of Abu Serraya, father of legions , is said originally to have borne the 
name of Serray&i the son of Munsfir ; and to have been a descendant 
from IIauny,or rather more correctly, from Ayauz the son of Kabeizah, 
or Kabeissah, the Sheybaunian ; the same that in the battle of Zikaur, 
at the head of the Arabs of Heirah, so signally defeated the troops of 
Khossrou Parveiz, some time subsequent to the conflict of Beider. 
But whatever might have been the renown of his ancestor, Abu Ser¬ 
raya was himself the slave of Harethmah ; although in that humble 
situation, such was the esteem which he had acquired by his talents 
and fidelity, that wherever his master was principal in authority, he 
invariably exercised the functions of lieutenant. On the present occa¬ 
sion, when he was directed to' transfer the troops of his division to 
Hussun Sohel, Harethmah left those who served on his own immedi¬ 
ate pay, in the charge of Abu Serraya, as his lieutenant general; while 
he proceeded himself on his journey into Khorassaun. 

Hitherto habituated to the less arduous avocations of secretary, and 
totally unpracticed in the command of armies, Hussun Sohel, accord¬ 
ing to the notions of our author at least, possessed but few of the 
qualifications requisite for the controuiof the numerous, and populous 
cities now so unadvisedly committed to his management. Betaking 
himself therefore, however prematurely, to indulge in his natural bias, 
the exercise of his pen, he proceeded, on the plea that their services 
were no longer required, to strike out from the list of stipendiaries, 
together with various of the troops of Baghdad, a great proportion of 
those who had been consigned to his authority by Harethmah ; 
and at the head of the latter, thus improvidently deprived of their 
subsistance, Ab£i Serraya resenting the injury, shortly afterwards quit¬ 
ted Baghdad, and hastened to Kfifah; where in the manner just related, 
he drew from obscurity the usurper Tebauteba and his race, and to 
him, together with his discarded followers, publicly pledged his 
allegiance, 
vot. x i. 
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To oppose the designs of these insurgents, as soon as he was apprized 
of their proceedings, Hussun Sohel first made choice of Zeheir the 
son of Mosseib, one of the military chiefs of his government; who 
accordingly advanced to Kufah at the head of ten thousand of the 
troops of Baghdad. But Abu Serraya issuing from the tovhi to give him 
battle, Zeheir was defeated with considerable slaughter, a valuable 
booty becoming the reward of the conqueror. Re-entering Kufah, how¬ 
ever, with the captured property in his train, Abu Serraya was surpris¬ 
ed by an unexpected demand, on the part of Tebauteba, for the spoils 
of his victory, which he was compelled to relinquish on the spot; but 
as this was a species of usurpation to which the succesful adventurer 
was little disposed to submit, the wretched Tebauteba was the very 
same night taken off by a dose of poison, administered through his 
contrivance; Mahommed the grandson of Zeid, another descendantfro.m 
Imaum Hftsseyne, being chosen the following day to supply his place, 
while the supreme direction of his councils was henceforward appro¬ 
priated with little ceremony to himself by Abft Serraya. 

Subsequent to the departure of Zeheir, a fresh body of troops had 
been dispatched by Hussun Sohel, either to sustain, or to retrieve the 
miscarriage of, that commander. But this detachment experiencing 
a similar repulse and disgrace at the gates of Kufah, a spirit of general 
Tevolt appeared at once to spread itself through the whole race of 
Ally; of whom a number of individuals immediately starting up, and 
entering from different quarters into a correspondence with Abu Ser¬ 
raya, were by him, without difficulty, confirmed in the government of 
those places, from which they had succeeded in banishing the author¬ 
ity of U1 M&mun. In the mean time Abft Serraya with Mahommed 
the Hfisseynite the -instrument of his ambition, on whom he had 
conferred the title of Ameir-ul-moumenein, took up his permanent 
abode at Kufoh ; whence he proceeded to direct that the name of U1 
M&mfin should be expunged from the public orations in all the terri¬ 
tory which had submitted to his usurpation. His views now extended 
to the entire subjugation of Ir&k ; and a chief of the insurgent family 
was accordingly dispatched, with a competent force, to take possession 
of Waussit; while Zeid the son of Mussa, another of the jace of Rati- 
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riia, proceeded towards Bassorah; both of which cities appear to have 
submitted without resistance. 

In the perplexity occasioned by the alarming progress of the insur¬ 
rection, Hussun Sohel conceived it expedient to dispatch, without 
further delay, to recal H&rethmah; who, when the disturbances broke 
out, had not yet prosecuted his journey beyond.Hulwaun. To the 
repeated messages of Hussun, he did not however appear disposed to 
pay the smallest attention; until on reaching Hamadaun, he was over¬ 
taken by a dispatch from that chief, which threatened, unless he 
instantly retraced his steps to Baghdad, to make such a representation 
of his conduct, both to U1 Mkmun and his minister, as should enforce 
his return, though he were at the gates of Meru : intimating at the 
same time, in terms which could hardly be misconceived, that the 
relation in which he stood with the ringleai.e'T of the insurgents, was 
sufficiently notorious to the world; and that it was by no means 
difficult to infer, that the proceedings of the slave had originated in 
the instructions of hjs master. With such an accusation impending, 
Harethmah conceived it might be extremely hazardous to appear in 
the presence ofUl Mamirn ; convinced at the same time as he well 
must have been, that under such circumstances, no means would be 
left unemployed by Fazzel to accomplish his destruction. He sub¬ 
mitted therefore with a good grace to yield to the importunities of 
Hussun ; and returning shortly afterwards to Baghdad, experienced 
from that officer, notwithstanding what had passed, a very honorable 
and outwardly cordial reception. 

Being now placed at the head of the force destined to serve against 
Abu Serraya, Harethmah marched out of Bagd&d, detaching Ally the 
son of Saaid, with the advanced guard, to expel from Waussit the 
person by whom it had been seized for the insurgent. In the mean 
time, having in vain employed messengers to recal him to a sense of 
duty, Harethmah advanced at length in person to give battle to Abu 
Serraya; whom he attacked, and defeated with great slaughter, com¬ 
pelling him to retire for shelter to the castleofEben Hobairah ;* and 
from thence, by a close and ardent pursuit, to continue his flight to 
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A. H. 109. Kufah. On this the successful general encamped his army for somfe 
A. 1). 01 5. t| ine ucar the same castle of Eben Hobairah. 

farikh To this period, riiany of the kindred of the house of Abbas, and 
particularly of the family ofUl Munsur and Mehedv, were still suf¬ 
fered to reside in very opulent circumstances at Kfifali ; but on the 
recent discomfiture and return to that place, of Abu Serraya, their 
destiny was suddenly changed ; they were banished from their 
habitations, which, together with the whole of'their property, being 
either destroyed, or confiscated to the use of the insurgent, they hast¬ 
ened towards the castle of Eben Hobairah, where, in the camp of 
Ilarethmah, they found an asylum for their persons. 

The month of Zfilkaudah was now arrived; and as the Iladjies 
from Persian Irak and Khorassaun, and the other provinces of the 
east were, it seems, on the approach of the season of the pilgrimage, 
necessarily to pass through the territory now occupied by the troops 
of H&retbmah, they were in great numbers prevented from the prose¬ 
cution of their sacred design by the orders of that general. On the 
other hand, Ahd Serraya on his part did not fail to dispatch to Mek- 
kah, another of the race of Ally, descended from Imaum Hfisseyne, 
whose name was Hussun, subsequently known by the appellation of 
Eben-ul-Eftess, (son of the flat-nosed) and who took his departure 
from Kufah during the month ofZhlkaudah, in order to preside in the 
ceremonies of the visitation ; while about the same period Mahom- 
med the son of SAliman, by the expulsion of the lieutenant of the 
house of Abbas, obtained possession of Medeinah. On the evening 
of the ninth of Zilhudje, while the pilgrims without either prince or 
pontiff, were collected on Mount Arafaut, Ebenul Eftess, accompanied 
by his governor, or preceptor, Daoud the son of Mussa, arrived in the 
neighborhood of Mekkah *, and having performed the duties of eve* 
ning service in the sanctuary of the Kaaubah, proceeded to join 
the Hadjies, on Arafaut, where he remained until midnight. 
The following day,* he retnrned and was allowed to take final posses¬ 
sion of the sacred city. 

In the former part of Mohurrim, of the year two hundred, Hareth* 
Utah led his army to the gates of Kufah; from which, with recruited 


• The 20th of Jane, A, D. 815, 
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powers, Abu Serraya issued once more to give liim' battle. He was A. H. 20 ®. 
again defeated ; and being pursued into the town by his conqueror, A. P. 81 j. 
he was compelled to fly from thence towards Bassorah, taking with Tankh 
him the pageant Mahommed, the adherents of the family, and the leblJ ’ 
whole of the troops who continued attached to his interests. On 
the banks of the Deyjelah, or Tigris, he was attacked on his march, 
and discomfited with fresh slaughter by a division of the garrison of 
Waussit, detached to intercept his retreat by Ally the son of Saeid, 
the governor on the part of II&rethmah. Being in the last conflict 
severely wounded, and disabled from further active hostilities, Abu 
Serraya now bent his steps in the direction of Jezzeirah ; where, in 
the city of Rauss-ul-Eyne, he had, as he flattered himself, provided 
an abode against the contingencies of adverse fortune. He had how¬ 
ever no sooner entered the boundaries of Jezzeirah, than he found 
himself further opposed by a detachment of the troops of Hussun So- 
hel, under a commander of the name of Hameid ; by whom he was 
immediately secured, and together with the whole of his followers, 
conducted in safe custody to the presence of the governor of Irak. 

At a subsequent period he was put to death by that chief; and our 
author concludes his story with the remark, that, it has been recorded, 
that no criminal was ever known to utter such violent lamentations, 
or to betray such total want of fortitude at the moment of execution, 
as this same wretched Abu Serraya. 

When it was sufficiently ascertained that nothing further was to be 
apprehended from the attempts of Abu Serraya, Ally the son of Saeid 
received the orders of Harethmah to-advance from Waussit, and take 
possession of Bassorah. At the period under consideration, Zeid the 
son of Mhssa, and brother of Imaum Ally Ruzza, from the frequent 
conflagrations with which he had laid waste the territory under his 
authority, surnamed Zeid-ul-Naur, Zeid the incendiary, continued to 
rule over that city ; but was become, by his vices and intolerable 
cruelties, so completely odious to the inhabitants, that the lieutenant 
of H&rethmah no sooner appeared before their gates, than they seized 
the person of their oppressor, and delivered him into the hands of 
that officer, by whom he was condemned to languish in the solitude 
of a prison. A brother of this man’s, of the name of. Ibraiihim, had 
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contrived about the same time to establish himself in Yemen, and by 
similar atrocities, to render himself equally detested ; having, by his 
sanguinary character acquired the appellation of Ibrauhim-ul-Jezzaur, 
Ibrauhim the butcher. 

Such also is represented to have been the conduct of Hussun-ul- 
Eftess at Mekkah, that, driven to extremity by various instances of 
oppression and insolence, either on his part or that of his officers, the 
people at last conspired to effect his destruction ; but becoming by 
some channel or other apprized of his danger, he contrived for the 
present to escape their vengeance. Distinguished for his exemplary 
piety, and unblemished manners, Mahommed, the son of Imaum Jauf- 
fer-us-Saudek, had long since taken sanctuary, as he conceived against 
the projects of ambition, at Mekkah ; and to him, when they under¬ 
stood that the inhabitants would no longer submit to the arbitrary pro¬ 
ceedings oftheirprincipal, that AbiiSerraya was nolongerin a condition 
to beof use to their designs, and that the house of Abbas had recovered 
its authority in Irkk,the adherents ofthe race of Ally, who served in the 
train of Hussun-ul-Eftess, now applied themselves; and engaging to 
secure for him the allegiance of the people, whose resentments they had 
awakened by their misconduct, they invited him from his retirement, 
and importuned him to accept of their submission. All this he at 
first declined, alleging that no earthly consideration should ever 
prevail with him to withdraw from the service of his God : but 
instructed by the admonitions of their leader, the followers of Hus¬ 
sun-ul-Eftess, by repeated protestations of their' sincere repentance 
for their crimes and atrocities, and by a promise of embracing the 
doctrines of his sect, at the same time that he accepted their allegiance, 
ultimately persuaded this abstinent recluse, once more to revisit the 
haunts of men ; receiving the homage not only of the troops of Hus- 
sun-ul-Eftess, but of the inhabitants of Mekkah at large; who congra¬ 
tulated themselves on being thus unexpectedly relieved from the 
oppressions of the usurper ; who was constrained on his part to reside 
in privacy, although his son Ally was permitted to assume the man¬ 
agement of affairs under the pretended controul ofMahommed Jauffery. 

It was while these transactions took place'at Mekkah that Ibrauhim- 
ul-Jezzaur succeeded in expelling Ishauk the son of M&ssa of the race 
of Abbas, from Yemen: but the extruded lieutenant still continuing 
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to hover on the skirts of his province, was no sooner apprized that the A. H. 200. 
inhabitants were become disaffected towards Eben-ul-Eftess and his A - D - 8Ia - 
agents, than he approached that way, with the design of getting pos- 
session of the city. Mahommed the son of Jautfer hastened to give 
him battle, accompanied by the son of IIussun-ul-Eftess ; but the men 
of Mekkah withholding their support from the race of the prophet, the 
troops of the house of Abbas prevailed ; their general immediately 
entered and made himself master of the sacred city, putting to the sword 
in great numbers, the adherents of the vanquished party who had the 
misfortune to fall into his hands. Mahommed-the son of Jauffer, who 
had so unwisely exchanged his tranquil retreat for the precarious 
pursuits of ambition, contrived however to escape to Juddah. His 
6on, or that of Eben-ul-Eftess, it is not clear which, was killed in the 
action which took place on this occasion near Mekkah ; while others 
of the party took flight in various directions. Having placed the city 
of Mekkah in a state of sufficient security, the son of Mussa proceeded 
without further delay to Juddah ; where he contrived without much 
difficulty to get into his hands the person of the fugitive Mahommed 
who implored his protection, and was received to mercy ; the success¬ 
ful general being satisfied to reconduct him back to Mekkah, where 
from the vestibule of the sanctuary (miaun-e-rokken-wo-rnukaum) he 
compelled him to renounce his short-lived authority, and in the face 
of the public, to submit to that of U1 Mamfiin. 

In the mean time Mahommed the son of Harun, the brother of U1 
Mamttn, and the same that succeeded to the throne of the Khalifs 
under the title of Mfitassem, had been dispatched by the government 
of Irak to recover Yemen ; of which we have already seen that Ibrau- 
him-ul-Jezzaur had recently made himself master. To oppose the 
entrance of this prince as soon as his destination was ascertained, a des¬ 
cendant of Aukkail the son of Abhtauleb, and the brother of Ally, was 
employed by U1 Jezzaur: and as Abu lshauk, which was the familar 
appellativeof Mfitassem, had in the first instance proceeded to Mekkah, 
in order to be present during the concluding ceremonies of the pilgrim¬ 
age, at the close oftheyeartwo hundred, and with the design of continu¬ 
ing his march into Yemen at a future opportunity, the Aukkailite 
appeared with a considerable force at the gates of that city. But 
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being furnished with the necessary military aid, Abfi Ishauk was 
immediately sent out, by the governor of Mekkah, to give battle to the 
intruder, who was cbmpelled to retire with shame and loss. 

Soon after he had brought the war with Abti Serraya to so fortunate 
a termination, Hussun Sohel had allotted to Harethmah, the govern¬ 
ment of Damascus ; which that warlike and haughty chief disdained 
however to acceptat hishands, demanding at the same time his dismis¬ 
sion for Khorassaun, in conformity to his original instructions; but as 
the governor of Irak persisted in opposing this design, Harethmah 
quitted K&fah without his concurrence, causing it to be intimated 
to him that he should seek an interview with his sovereign at the gates 
of his palace ; there to narrate the circumstances of his own story with¬ 
out the interference of subordinate authority. That if it were found 
expedient to remand him to Irak, it rested with the better judgment 
of their common superior, and that he should obey without scruple. But 
that at all events he conceived it far more honorable to receive his 
authority from the hands of hissovereign, than from any such contempt¬ 
ible delegate as he considered him to be. He further discovered his 
intention of appearing at Meru in the pride and pomp of recent victory; 
and at a private conference with U1 M&mftn to undeceive him with res¬ 
pect to Irak, and to the character of Hussun Sohel. On all these sub¬ 
jects the latter did not fail to advertise his brother ; who hastened on 
his part to avail himself of his influence with U1 Mkmun, to prepossess 
the mind of that prince to the disadvantage of Harethmah ; whom he 
did not scruple to accuse of having brought contempt on the authority 
of his sovereign at Baghdad, and of having employed the traitor Abfi 
Serraya to bring from obscurity, and to promote with such formidable 
though transient success, the claims of the race of Fatima ; since it was 
not probable that the slave should have conceived such a design, if it 
had not been consonant to the views of his master. And lastly,-that 
after rejecting with disdain his brother’s appointment to the province 
of Syria, he was now repairing to court in defiance of the express 
commands of his sovereign. 

By these and similar representations the mind of U1 M&mfin was at 
last sufficiently predisposed against Harethmah ; and it was there¬ 
fore resqlved to keep him at a distance, by confirming his nomi- 
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Ration to the government of Damascus, to which that of Hejauz was A. H. 200. 

now annexed ; and the necessary letters patent were Accordingly dis- -- — 

patched to meet him. Persisting however in his original design, 
H&rethmah paid but little attention to these letters, and continued 
his journey to the gates of Merfi ; which, to the sound of his kettle 
drums, aud with ensigns displayed, he immediately entered without 
further ceremony, proceeding in this manner, at the head of his 
followers, through the city to the palace of U1 M&mun. Affecting 
to be surprised at the noise and tumult occasioned by his approach, 
that prince desired to be informed, whence these unauthorized 
Sounds of military music ? and being acquainted by his minister, ill 
language but little calculated to soothe bis resentment, that they 
proceeded from the train of Harethmah, who was coming in contempt 
of his orders to pay him a visit; the monarch became thoroughly 
incensed, and forthwith directed that the insolent intruder should be 
brought before him. The attendants proceeded accordingly, and con¬ 
ducted h im with his hands bound to the presence of U1 Mamun ; who 
accosting him with an airof stern displeasure,demanded if he really pos¬ 
sessed the audacity thus to approach his person in immediate defiance 
of his express commands, or was he to disbelieve the evidence of his 
own senses ? and to render his insolence the more notorious, that he 
should mark his unbidden entry to the capital of his sovereign, with 
all the triumph of martial pomp ? The degraded chief attempted to 
explain himself, but in this he was prevented by the attendants ; the 
foot soldiers of the Khalit’s guard being directed to beat him with 
their fists about the head and neck ; and in that state, with his nose 
demolished, and his face otherwise severely battered, he was imme¬ 
diately dragged to his prison ; where, after languishing for a few days, 
he was finally put to death, through the agency of JFazzel the son of 
Sohel. 

While the career of Harethmah was thus terminated at Merfi, the 
turbulent soldiery at Baghdad proceeded to the extreme of expelling 
their governor, Hussun Sohel, from that city, who was thence driven 
to reside at Neherwaun ; where, and not before, it would appear, 
that the captive Abu Serraya was now condemned to suffer death. 

Having vindicated his authority by this act of justice, he thea 
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A. h. 201 . returned towards Baghdad; but failing m bis attempt to procure 
*’ P- admission, be withdrew to Medaein, with the design of proceeding 
Tarikh further towards Waussit, as he might be constrained by circumstances, 
Tebry. ^ the attempts ©f the refractory troops of his government. He dis¬ 
patched in the mean time one of his officers, Ally the son of Hash- 
aura, to conduct, in his behalf, the affairs of Baghdad ; and this person 
having obtained from his principal a promise to satisfy a demand for 
*ix months pay on the part of the array, they were content for a 
short time to submit to his authority ; but a month being suffered to 
elapse without any thing to indicate a performance of this promise, 
the soldiers mutinied afresh against this substitute of their obnoxious 
commander. They were, however once more appeased by an engage¬ 
ment on hi 9 part to defray their expences, until such time as he should 
be furnished with a sufficient supply of treasure to discharge the 
whole of their demand. 

It was formerly stated that the insurgent Zeid-ul-Naur, of the race 
of Ally, after having exercised a temporary usurpation at Bassorah, 
to the entire disgust of the inhabitants, was by them delivered up to 
Ally the son of Saeid, who committed his person to the confinement 
of a prison. About the period of which we are now speaking, the 
the captive Zeid, however, contrived to effect his escape ; and having 
joined a brother of Abfli Serraya, who wandered about the neighbor¬ 
hood in some sort of disguise, was encouraged, by the number of dis¬ 
affected men who assembled round his standard, to the design of once 
more getting possession of Bassorah. But a force being seasonably 
detached against him by Ally the son of Hashaum, the lieutenant 
governor of Baghdad, the design was frustrated ; the brother of Ab4 
Serraya was killed in an action which took place on this occasion; 
and Zeid, becoming again a captive, was now conveyed to Baghdad, 
where he was condemned, for a short time longer, to expiate the errors 
of an hopeless ambition in the solitude of a prison. Nevertheless, 
the mutinous soldiery of that metropolis again conspiring to subvert 
the authority or their governor, broke open his prison gates, and set 
him once more at large. But instructed by recent misfortunes, he 
determined this time forever to abandon such perilous enterprises,; 
and contrived to conceal himself so effectually, from these who sought 



131 


him for the purpose of placing him on the throne gf the Khalifs in 
opposition to U1 M&mfin, as to elude their most diligent inquiry. 

Thus frustrated in their intentions with respect to Zeid-ul-Naur, 
the insurgents turned their views upon Munsfir the son of Mehedy, 
still residing at Baghdad as a private individual; to whom they accord¬ 
ingly repaired with an offerof the throne of the Khelaufut, and of their 
immediate allegiance. But finding that he steadily resisted every 
importunity to accept of the sovereign power, they then made him 
the proposal of assuming the government, as the lieutenant of U1 
M&mftn; since it was their fixed determination never to .submit to the 
authority of Hussun Sohel in any shape. To this Munsur yielded 
his assent, and proceeding to the exercise of his power, gave the first 
proof of it by repeating the Khotbah in the name of U1 Mamfin; after 
which he invited Fazzel the son of Rabbeia from his secret abode at 
Baghdad, and conferred upon him the appointment of Yezzeir. 

These events produced in the mind of Hussun Sohel increasing 
apprehension. And as he conceived himself not perfectly safe against 
the attempt of his adversaries at Medaein, he removed without delay 
for greater security, from that place to Waussit, half way to Bassorah 
along the Tigris. In the mean time the insurgents at Baghdad were 
no less eager to gratify, than he was to elude their revenge, and ceased 
not their importunities to be led against him. Tauher Zulyemnein, in 
his camp before Rakkah, appears all the while to have contemplated 
•these convulsions with perfect indifference, until he became apprized 
of the proceedings of the troops in favor of Munsfir. He then conceived 
it expedient to dispatch, from among the troops of Khorassaun, a dis¬ 
tinguished captain of the name of Mahommed ben Khaled, to concert 
with that prince some determined plan of operations; and otherwise to 
■to afford him every assistance in the attack which was meditating 
against Hussun Sohel. On the appearance of this new chief at Bagh- 
•dcid, the wholeof the soldiery immediately collected round his person,; 
^demanding that Munsur should appoint him their lieutenant general, 
ffor the purpose of conducting them without delay against the odiou^, 
and detested Hussun. Their clamours had been too frequently suc¬ 
cessful to be in this instance exerted in vain. Mahommed ben. 
KMled was accordingly invested with the military command; and a 
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A. H. 201 . considerable force soon afterwards marched under his orders towards 
A P- 8Ig - Waussit. ' In the neighborhood of that city they were opposed in 
Taiikh battle by the troops of Ilussuh Sohel; and their commander being 
Tebl> severely wounded in the action, they were compelled with disgrace 
and loss to return to Baghdad, where he expired of his wounds. Hav- 
ing however chosen Eissa, the son of their deceased genera], to command 


in the room of his father, they proceeded a second time towards 
Waussit; and were again defeated with accumulated slaughter, by 
Hameid the son of Abdul Hameid ofTuss, employed against them at 
tlie head of the troops of Hussun Sohel. 

Irritated by repeated disgrace,' discomfiture, and loss, the soldiers on 
their return this time to Baghdad, became still more violent in their 
clamours, urgihg with equ'al rage and impatience to be led again with¬ 
out delay to meet their obnoxious governor: whom, under the odious 
appellation of the magian son of a magian they announced their unal¬ 
terable resolution, never more to admit into authority ; whose brother 
Fazzel they proclaimed to be equally obnoxious to their choice; and 
protesting moreover, that if he was not without further delay degraded 
from the Vizzaurut, U1 Mhmfin himself was to consider that from that 
day they had abjured his authority as Khalif. Having adopted these 
violent resolutions, they proceeded to demand that Harthem the son of 
Hauzem might be appointed Sepah-salaur, or lieutenant general, by 
whom they were conducted once more to the gates of Waussit; Hameid 
the Thssite being again employed to oppose him on the part of Hussun 
Sohel, while Yaheya the son of Ally the Mahanite was dispatched by 
Munsur to take possession of Medhein. 

But the sufferings of the inhabitants of Baghdad'had now again 
reached that point, beyond which there was no further endurance. A 
licentious banditti had re-established its uncontrolable sway in that 
unhappy city ; the women, the slaves, the property of the inhabitants 
of every rank anddescription,hadoncemore become theprey of robbers 
and outlaws, who regarded neither the authority of Munsur, nor of any 
other person: and the efforts of the few honest and well disposed 
individuals, who united to check the excesses of these unprincipled 
depredators, having failed in the application, this wretched metro. 



polls was abandoned, for another season, to the dominion of civil 
discord, and of every species of outrage and atrocity. 

The troubles which afflicted the province of Irak were, however, 
destined at last to reach the ears of U1 M&mfin ; but the source from 
which they sprung was concealed from him, as sedulously as ever, 
by his artful and ambitious minister. Instead of ascribing the evil 
f where it was due, to the general, and determined aversion of the people 
to the government of his brother, the Yezzeir continued to impress his 
sovereign with a belief, that it entirely originated in the projects perpe¬ 
tually renewed by the persecuted race of Ally ; of whom, he asserted 
there was not a ; city in the empire, in which some individual had not 
started up, to vindicate the claims of his family. Qn the basis of such 
a representation, the Khalif, after long deliberating on the subject, 
ultimately decided on adopting the following expedient. It was 
resolved betwixt him and his minister, that some one should be imme¬ 
diately sought of the lineage of Ally, whose piety and wisdom should 
be already acknowledged throughout the limits of Isslam; whose life 
.should have been unpolluted by the vanities of human ambition; and 
whose superior claims should be universally admitted by the whole 
race. This distinguished individual when discovered, it was then 
determined to conduct into Khorassaun, to be immediately proclaimed 
successor to the throne of the Khalifs, on the demise of L I Mkmftn ; 
in such a manner as to convince the whole race that on the death of that 
prince, the sovereign power should descend, without failure, from the 
house of Abbas to that of Ally. An expedient by which it was hoped 
to unite the whole family in the interests of U1 Matnun, and of this 
their lineal representative; and finally to appease those commotions 
with which they had so often disturbed the tranquillity of the Mahom- 
medan government. 

In prosecution of this plan, the inquiry was set on foot without further 
delay ; and the selection resting upon Ally Ruzza, the eighth Imaum, 
now residing at Baghdad, (and the brother as it would appear of Zeid-ul- 
Naur, though of a character perfectly the reverse) it was finally deter¬ 
mined, between the Khalif and his minister, that he should be immedi¬ 
ately brought from Irak, and declared successor to the empire-on the 
death of LI MSunun; and that the latter should proceed, without delay. 
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ii . H- 201 . to irttroduceatnfbngbissubjectsthedoctrinesolf'theSheiahS, calling ujron 
A. D. 816 , them to acknowledge thelmaumtit, or pontificate, in the descendantsof 
Tarikh Ally and Fatima; in thehope that the plots and conspiracies, which had 

Yetwy. been hitherto directed against the reigning power, might be banished 
the land, and that the disaffected might be at length permanently recon¬ 
ciled to the authority of U1 M&mun. It may perhaps appear extraor¬ 
dinary that, when the matter became thus finally arranged, Fazzel 
conceived it no longer necessary to disguise from his master, that the 
seditious and turbulent spirit, on so many recent occasions exhibited 
by the troops of Baghdad, had in truth its origin in their rooted 
aversion to the government of his brother Hussum? neither does it 
appear less unaccountable, that such a discovery should have produced 
tio sort of change in the resolutions of U1 Mamun; unless indeed the 
plan is to be considered altogether as a matter of political expediency, 
to answer the purposes of the moment, and to be adhered to, or aban¬ 
doned, just as the occasion might eventually require. 

Be this however as it may, Rudjai the son of Zohauk, a maternal 
. Uncle of U1 M&mfin’s, accompanied by a confidential domestic of the 
name of Tfimauss, was dispatched to conduct Ally Ruzza from Bagh- 
'd&d to Meru; whilst U1 Mamtin hastened on his part to publish through 
that city, the rights of the Sheiahs, or adherents of Ally ; proclaiming 
at the same time, that after himself the Khelaufut was to devolve in 
“full sovereignty to Ally the son ofMAssa; that he was to be considered in 
the immediate exerciseof the sacred functionsofthelmaumut; and that 
it was no longer lawful to molest with injurious persecutions the man 
'who, in himself, and in his illustrious predecessors, had already suffered 
too grievously, from the oppressive policy of the houses ofOmmeyah 
and Abbas. That, with acknowledged justice on the side of his new 
found collegue, circumstances which he could not controul had alone 
precluded him from an immediate abdication in his favor; but as heir 
■apparent, and successor to the Khelaufut, next after himself, and to'thfe 
Entire exclusion of his own offspring, he now solemnly nominated the 
same Ally the son of Mussa, by the title of Urruzza, of the race of 
Mahommed; further demanding for him, and for his son Mahommed 
Tekky after him, the allegiance of the people. Togive the utmost 
«pparent solidity to these arrangements,'Ul Mamunon the subsequent 
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arrival of the two prince* at Mena, bestowed upon A By Ruzza the hand 
Of his eldest daughter Omm-e-Habeib, and that of his youngest, Omm- 
ul-Fazzel, upon the youthful Mahommed: and lastly, the black banner, 
and uniform of the house of Abbas, which he stigmatized as the livery 
of the infernal regions, was laid aside for the more lively green of the 
race ofF&tima; which be recommended, as the decoration of the inmates 
of interminable bliss. In these several changes, the minister Fazzel was 
directed to circulate, to every city of the empire, letters demanding 
the concurrence of the inhabitants at large; and publicly announcing, 
that on the demise of U1 Mamun, the throne of the Khalifs was to 
descend without reserve to Ally Ruzza, and after him, in succession, to 
his son Mahommed, or such of the posterity of Ally as might be found 
mostworthyof theexalted charge: the reigning sovereign being, in these 
letters, represented to have merely restored to the legitimate claimant 
the unquestionable rights of the prophet’s family, from a decided con¬ 
viction of their superiority to those of his own, in whatever point 
examined. 

In obedience to the instructions conveyed to him on this occasion, 
Hussun Sohel, who still resided at Waussit, proceeded to exact from 
the troops of that dependency, an engagement to abide by the plan of 
succession thus recently established by their sovereign : and similar 
instructions being at the same time expedited, to Zblyemnein before 
Rakkah, to Mosstile, and Jezzeirah, and to all the cities of Syria and 
Hejauz, the agitations which had been so long kept on foot, by the adi 
he rents of the race of Ally and Fatima, appear to have been at once 
laid at rest, to the very remotest limits of the empire. 

Previous to the arrival of his dispatches, it is however observed, 
that Hussun Sohel had contrived to accommodate his differences with 
the refractory garrison of Baghdad, by according to a demand of six 
months gratuity ; it being agreed on their part, that Muhsur should 
relinquish his authority, and return to a private station, and that Eissa 
the son of Mahommed, should preside over the city as the delegate of 
Hussun. But the treaty, by which these differences had been recon* 
oiled, was scarcely closed, when a most violent fermentation among 
the soldiery was afresh excited by the letters from his principal, which 
were communicated by the lieutenant of Baghdad ; calling upon the 
inhabitants to pledge themselves in support of the new order ofsue* 
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A. H. 401. cession ; and immediately to adopt, in their standards and apparel, thA 
A. D. 817. green livery of the Seyeds, or race of Fatima. With the ordinary 
Tarikb clamour, the troops protested that while the rights of the house of 
6 fy ‘ Abbas possessed, with them, such an indubitable preference, the 
arrangements which violated those rights should never have their 
concurrence; and the whole of the family residing at Baghdad being, 
then assembled, a resolution was adopted without delay, to abjure 
the authority of U1 Mamun ; and to raise to the Khelaufut in his 
stead, some other individual of the race of Abbas, less prodigal of the 
interests of his blood. With these vievfs the malcontents hastened 
with an offer of the imperial dignity to Munstir the son of Mehedy ; 
but that chief steadily declining their offer, they appeared with the 
same proposal at the gate of his brother Ibrauhim, who was, without 
much difficulty led to coincide with their views ; alleging, as the. 
motive of his compliance, his entire disapprobation of any measure of 
U1 Mtimtin’s, s which went to transfer .from his own kindred the rights; 
of the Khelaufut. On the next ensuing Friday, the troops of Bagh¬ 
dad in conjunction with the Benni Abbas, assembled together in the 
principal mosque of the city ; where, from the pulpit of the Imauinut* 
Ibrauhim publicly pronounced that U1 Mkmun was deposed from, 
his authority; and reciting the Khotbah in his own name, proceeded 
to demand for himself the allegiance of the people: an event, which is 
here recorded to have taken place, when three days were yet unex¬ 
pired of the month of Zilhudje, of the year two hundred and one.* 
We are now, with one slight exception which will occur hereafter* 
and with considerable regret, compelled to take leave of our instructive 
guide, the Persian translator and cpntinu?itor of the Tarikh Tebry , of 
which, the author of these pages has not the good fortune to possess 
more than the first volume, terminating with the death of U1 Mamun ; 
a period to which the reader is abruptly conveyed by a transit of at least 
seventeen years: and of which, bating the single article of the nomina¬ 
tion of Mutassem to succeed, to the Khelaufut, notwithstanding the 
deceitful formality of prior arrangements, the events are passed over in 
total silence. This chasm it becomes our object, as far as possible* 
to supply .from thp abridged testimony pf rporp modem authorities.! < 

*Julyl5tb, A. D. 817. 
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Having assumed the functions of the Khelaufut at Baghdad, in the 
manner just related, Ibrauhim employed considerable exertion to make 
himself master of Irak ; and, being triumphant in a variety of actions 
in which he was engaged with the troops of Hussun Sohel, he succeeded 
at last in rendering his power respectable, if not formidable. These 
untoward events could not however be entirely concealed from U1 
Mamun ; and he ventured at last to interrogate his minister rather 
closely, as to the nature of that authority which had been assumed 
by Ibrauhim. The reply which he received from Zul-reiaussetein was 
that, to give it the most unfavorable construction that such a circum¬ 
stance could bear, the people had merely raised him to the subordi¬ 
nate government, without the smallest design upon the Khelaufut, 
or sovereign dignity. 

The power of Ibrauhim had nevertheless been too firmly established 
at Baghdad; and the extent of the evil being thus treacherously 
concealed from his master by Zul-reiaussetein, Imaum Ally Ruzza 
obtained with U1 M&tnun a private conference ; at which he disclosed 
to him in detail the nature of those occurrences, which from first to 
last had taken place both in Ir&k and Hejauz, under the odious admin¬ 
istration of Hussun Sohel; and having described without reserve the 
magnitude of Ibrauhim’s usurpation, which embraced, as he said, the 
design of contending for the sceptre of the Khalifs, he further an¬ 
nounced to U1 Mkmun, that these dangerous facts had been withheld 
from his knowledge, by Fazzel, through the treasonable suggestions, 
and to screen the incapacity, and misconduct of his brother Hussun. 
It was therefore upon this disclosure that U1 Mkmfin, in the early part 
of the year two hundred and two, suddenly proceeded for Baghdad. 
On his arrival at Sirkhess, the next town of importance between 
Merfi and Neyshapur, he contrived to liberate himself from the 
inauspicious influence ofZfilreiaussetein. This chief, although he 
had, by his skill in astrology, long since discovered that he was to 
lose his life between fire and water, is here accused of presuming 
nevertheless to conceive that the arrangements of eternal destiny were 
to be eluded by the precautions of human foresight. He was how¬ 
ever, as was far from being unusual, probably left in the dark as to 
the precise circumstances which such an ambiguous prognostic waa 
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A. H- 20?. designed to indicate ; until one day, after he bach been indulging him- 
A. D. 817. ge [f j n thg luxurious lassitude of a warm bath, he was attacked by four 
'Kliolaussut- assassins, who watched his exit, and instantly put him to death ; 
ul khbaur. occurred without any very forced construction, that,- the 

steam of the bath being produced by the combined operation of fire 
and water, he had been pretty accurately forewarned of his destiny, 
ri Mamun did not fail to express the utmost concern and astonish¬ 
ment at the perpetration of the deed, although shrewdly suspected of 
^having authorized it by his own instructions ; and the strictest orders 
were immediately issued for the apprehension of the murderers. They 
were accordingly secured shortly afterwards, and brought before the 
offended monarch ; who demanded, with apparent indignation, the 
motives which had actuated them in the commission of this atrocious 
act of guilt ? and they presumed to admonish him in reply, as he 
feared the w r rath of an avenging God, to recollect that the deed had 
Originated in his own express commands! they w°re, notwithstand¬ 
ing, consigned to the sword of the >xecutioner, and their heads trans¬ 
mitted, in proof of the Khalit’s abhorrence of the act, to HussunSohel. 

Tarikh It is obs^ved in a work of considerable respectability, that the rul- 
gftzeidah. ing ambition of Fazzel was to emulate the fame of AbA Mosslem ; 

whose services to the reigning family, he arrogantly averred to have 
been far surpassed by his own. A person to whom he uttered this 
boast, having ventured to remark, that he seemed to have forgotten, 
that instead of a simple change from one brother to another, the Mer- 
ouzite claimed the superior merit of wresting the Khelaufut, from a 
dinasty in the vigor of its power, and of transferring it entire to the 
house of Abbas ; Fazzel replied that if he was permitted to live, he 
would, in that respect also, endeavour to surpass the renown of AhA 
Mosslem. To the operation of this sentiment have accordingly been 
ascribed the measures which led U1 MAmAn, as we have recently seen, 
to establish Ally Ruzza in the line of succession, to the immediate 
exclusion of his own blood, 
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U1 Mamun proceeded, however, on bis march to TAsse; where, 
during a repose of some days afforded to the army, and either through 
the atrocious contrivance of that monarch, as was formerly noticed, or 
through the infirmities of nature, Ally Ruzza, perhaps very oppor- 



tunely, quitted the stage of life, in the course of the year two hundred 
and three. Having acquitted himself of the last solemnities to the de¬ 
parted Imaum, UI Mamhn again resumed his march for Baghdad. 

In the mean time a derangement of intellect, or melancholy, having 
seized upon Hussun Sohel, his family conceived it expedient to lay 
him in fetters, and to take charge of his government. About the 
same crisis the people of Baghdad, apprized of the assassination of 
Zulreiaussetein, of the death of Ally Ruzza, and of the approach of 
UI Mhmun, and evincing a disposition to return to their allegiance, 
Ibrauhim the son of Mehedy penetrated into their designs, and sea¬ 
sonably disappeared on the second day after the festival of Zilhudje;* 
when U1 Mamun was already arrived within a short distance of the 
metropolis, which that monarch entered shortly afterwards without 
opposition, in the commencement of the year two hundred and four. 
Taher Zulyemnein, whose services were still engaged before Rakkah, 
embraced the opportunity of repairing to the presence of UI Mamun, 
from whom he experienced a favorable and distinguished reception ; 
and he appears to have exerted his influence on this occasion to pre¬ 
vail upon the Khalif to resume the sable robes, and badges, of the 
house of Abbas. 

In the course of two hundred and five, Zulyemnein was dispatched 
by Ul Mamun to take charge of the government of Khorassaun ; by 
which was laid the foundation of the power subsequently exercised 
in that great province by the race of Taher. The year following, 
Fazzel the son of Rabbeia, here said to have lived in concealment 
ever since the death of 01 Amein, ventured to quit his retreat; and 
became an object of clemency and compassion with UI Mamun. He 
did not, however, long survive his pardon, as his death is the only 
circumstance recorded under*the year two hundred and seven. 

Nasser the son of Shebeib continued to give employment to the 
troops under Abdullah Thher, who had been left by his father to pro¬ 
secute the siege of Rakkah, until the year two hundred and nine; 
when the insurgent, on terms of pardon and indemnity, ventured to 
surrender his person to the besieger : by whom he was conveyed to 
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* Twelfth of Zillmdje, corresponding to the ninth of June, A. D. 813. 
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the presence of U1 Mamun, and he became also a distinguished proof 
of the mild and clement disposition of that prince. At this period 
U1 Mamfin took for his consort Buran, or TAran, the daughter of Hus- 
sun Sohel, then residing at Femm-uI-Sellah; the nuptials being 
solemnized with indescribable magnificence by the father. In the 
course of two hundred and ten, the dethroned Ibrauhim the son of Mehe- 
dy, wandering about the streets of the metropolis in the disguise of a 
woman, was apprehended by the patrole, and conveyed to the presence 
of 11 M&mun ; who, after exposing him in his disgraceful attire to the 
ridicule of the court, had however the magnanimity to bestow upon 
him otherwise the full remission of his offences.* 

The year following is recorded as that in which U1 M&miln evinced 
a disposition favorable to that heretical doctrine, which denies to the 
Koran the authority of divine revelation ; and in the course of two 
hundred and twelve he proceeded, by a severe persecution of his peo¬ 
ple, to enforce the acknowledgement, that this mass of occasional 
effusions, was no more than the offspring of creation, or human 
invention. But, as if a mark of conspicuous reprobation was the 
immediate result, of an opinion alleged so impious on the part of the 
Khalif, he found it expedient during the same year to dispatch a 
considerable force into Azerbaijaun, under Mahommed the son of 
Hameid, the Tilssite ; to suppress the insurrection of Baubek Khor- 
remdein, an infidel, or atheistical miscreant, as he is here denomi¬ 
nated, who had revived in that province the licentious doctrines of 
the impostor Muzdek; of which, if the same that prevailed in the 
time of Kobad the father of Noushirvaun, the prominent principle 
w as that of universal equality, or at any rate, ofan equal and common 
participation in all property. ‘ After sustaining a variety of conflicts 
with him, the Mahomedan general was ultimately defeated and killed 
during the year two hundred and fourteen; whence this new impostor 
was suffered to continue his unbridled atrocities against the profession 
of lsslam, until a period long subsequent to the death of U1 Mamun, 

• The seizure of the island of Crete by the Spanish piratical Arabs, mentioned by Mr. 
Gibbon, mu.t have occurred about the 208tb of the hidjerah, although unnoticed by the 
Persian historian. 
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The two succeeding years seem to have furnished nothing of impor¬ 
tance to the record of history, since we are conveyed at once to the 
year two hundred and seventeen; in which U1 Mamun proceeded to 
nominate his brother Mutassem, his successor to the throne of the 
Khalifs ; though his own son Abbas was now living, and survived him 
for many years. This act of succession was made known by letters, 
circulated throughout the empire, demanding the allegiance of the 
people for Mutassem. 

It is sufficiently authenticated,* that towards the conclusion of his 
life and reign, U1 Mamun was engaged in a religious war upon the 
territories of the Greek emperor, Theophilus, the son of Michael the 
stamrfierer; during which he his here said to have wrested from that 
monarch not less than fourteen places of considerable strength and 
importance. On his return from a-last successful expedition; he had 
encamped by the side of a delightful stream, in the conquered terri¬ 
tory, to which the oriental writers have given indifferently the name 
ofBezbezun and Bedbedtin ; but which, from its vicinity to the city of 
Tarsus in Cilicia, and the alleged coldness of its waters, it will per¬ 
haps not be an overstrained conjecture to identify with the river 
Cydnus. It was in the season of the vintage, when most species < f 
fruit, and particularly dates, were arrived at maturity; and the mon¬ 
arch was debating with his attendants what would afford the greatest 
relish to the delicious stream which ran at their feet, when he expressed 
his preference for a marmalade of dates. Before the conversation was 
at an end, the approach of some camels was announced, and U1 Ma- 
mtin directed one of his domestics to inquire what they had brought; 
because relays of camels had been established all the way to Baghdad 
for the daily conveyance of intelligence, and of fruit, and other articles 
for the Khalit’s use. The domestic immediately returned with two 
baskets of ripe dates, which he laid before his sovereign ; who agree¬ 
ably surprised by the apparently felicitous coincidence, indulged 
himself to an imprudent excess, in alternately regaling upon the 
fruit, and the chilling waters of the stream. In consequence of this 
imprudent indulgence, the Khalif was seized on the first day of the 
month of Rudjub, of the year two hundred and eighteen, with a 
* Tarikk Tebry, Kholaussut-ul-akbLaur, 
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A. H. # 18 . violent fever; of which, on the seventeenth of the same month,* he 
A. D. 033. expired, at the age of forty-eight, having reigned sole monarch or 
IssUtm, calculating from the death of Ul Amein, for a period of nine¬ 
teen solar years, ten months, and six days. His body was conveyed 
to the city of Tarsus, and there committed to the earth, by Mutassem ; 
who performed the last solemn duties over the grave of his brother. 

Of U1 M&mfin, we are told that he was of a swarthy complexion* 
and middling stature ; that of the Khalifs of the house of Abbas, he 
was esteemed the most clement, modest, learned and liberal ; that he 
far surpassed them all in the attainments of science ; in the depart¬ 
ments of which, and in logic and arithmetic, geometry and astronomy 
in particular, he bears the reputation of having expended three' hun¬ 
dred thousand dinaurs,f in translating the works of the ancient phil¬ 
osophers from Syriac, or most probably from Greek, into Arabic; but it 
is observed by the author of the Tarikh gfizeidah, in abatement of this 
unqualified eulogy, that his disavowal, or disbelief of the divine origin 
of the Koran, having drawn upon him the displeasure of his creator, 
he was cut short by the hand of death, in the midst of his unhallowed 
designs to unhinge the sacred principles of Issliim ; such having uni¬ 
formly been the fate of all those princes who, at whatever periods, may 
have manifested similar purposes of innovation. 

Ul Mutassem, or Miatessem b’lllah Mahommed Ab& Isliauk, 
the son of Harun, eighth Khalifof the house of Abbas. 

Although the destination of this prince to succeed him in the Khe-» 
laufut, had been announced with sufficient publicity by Ul M&rntin, 
the latter was no sooner known to have quitted the stage of life, than 
a disposition wasevinced, by certain turbulent and factious individuals, 
as our author is pleased to designate them, in favor of the natural 


of the house of 
Abbas. 


Mutassem 
B’iilah, 

V " lll !. Kha,l J c ^ a * ms of his son Abbas; whom they accordingly prepared to elevate to 
the throne of his father. This design was however defeated by the 
vigilance of Mutassem, who contriving to bring the young prince to 
a conference, drew from him his pledge of allegiance ; a declaration 
that he had absolutely resigned the Khelaufut to his uncle; and an 
admonition to his adherents to recede from the absurd and presumptu- 

* Corresponding with the 6th of August, 833. 
t. At the lowest computation about 137,5001, 
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«U8 plans which they seemed to have in agitation. At all events, Mft- A. H. 218. 
tassem proceeded shortly afterwards to Baghdad, and there, without A - p ~ 833 ‘ 
obstacle, on the first of R,amzaun*oftheyear two hundred and eighteen, Kholaussut- 
seated himself in undisturbed possession of the sovereign authority. 

The earliest object which, on his accession to power, appears to have 
employed the attention of the new Khalif, was the reduction to their duty 
of the inhabitants of Hamadaun and Isfahaun, great numbers of whom 
had avowed the doctrines of Baubek Khorremdein ; and his general 
Ishauk the son of Ibrauhim the Mussaubite proceeding accordingly to 
that quarter, put to the sword near sixty thousand of the schismatics. 

In the beginning of the second Jummaudy of the year two hundred 
and twenty,f the archfanatic was himself attacked in Azerbayjaun, 
by Heyder the son of Kawass, one of the nobles of Transoxiana, 
and another chief of the name of Aukshein, dispatched against him 
by Mfttassem ; and, after having sustained several previdus conflicts, 
was ultimately defeated with great slaughter tohis misguided followers. 

The same year, Mil tassem was engaged in constructing the city of Ser- 
menrfti, better known by the name of Saumerah, at a spot then called 
Katul, about eighty;]: or a hundred miles, above Baghdad on the Tigris, 
to which he finally transferred the seat of his government. For this 
the following reason has been assigned by our author. The Khalif 
had been unfortunately led into afavorite planofpurchasing, and enter¬ 
taining a body of Turkish or Tartar slaves; whose increasing numbers, 
and licentious behaviour became so obnoxious and irksome to the 
inhabitants of Baghdad, that they atlast complained to their sovereign 
of the insolence of these mercenaries : and at once to indulge without 
interruption in the prosecution of a favorite plan, and to relieve himself 
from the troublesome remonstrances of his people, M ft tassem resolved on 
thefoundation of a new metropolis, fixing on the spoton which he imme¬ 
diately proceeded to build the city of Saumerah; by the side of a rivulet 
called the Katuly, which probably at that place flows into the Tigris. 

It is further said§ that the mount on which he erected his palace in 
the new.city, was formed of the saddle bags of his household cavalry, 

* Corresponding with the 18th of September. + June, A. D. 835. 

1 According to Mr. Gibbon, six and thirty. § Tarikh g&zeidah. 
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filled up with earth: and that this city extended in time to the distance 
ofseven Farsangs along the Tigris, trom the greater to the lesser bridge. 

In the course of the year two hundred and twenty two,* having sus¬ 
tained a total and shameful defeat fromAukshein the Khaljf’s general 
in Azerbayjaun, the impostor Baubek with the remnant of his followers, 
fled towards Armenia. The flight of the impostor happened to lead 
him through the neighborhood of a certain castle, of which Sohul 
the son of Sembaut, an oflicer of the Greek empire, was governor. 
Apprized that the fugitive wasencamped in theneighborhood,thischief 
hastened to visit him; and overloading him with professions of zeal and 
hospitality, ultimately prevailed upon him to take up his abode in the 
castle. Here he was at first royally entertained; but his host proceeding 
without ceremony to partake of the repast which was served up on his 
arrival, the impostor, not yet sufficiently humbled by misfortune, 
haughtily demanded if he conceived himself in any way qualified to 
eat with a person of his exalted station ? Suddenly starting upon his 
feet, Sohul affected to apologize for the error, into which he pretended 
to have'been betrayed by a forgetfulness of the princely rank of his 
illustrious guest. Then calling for a smith, he requested that his ma¬ 
jesty would be pleased to stretch out his feet; and as resistance was 
in vain, a massy pair of fetters was immediately fastened to his legs^ 
and the wretched fugitive was thus sent to meditate in a dungeon, on 
the horrors of his situation. A message was now dispatched to 
announce this fortunate seizure to Aukshein ; and an officer of trust 
with an escort of four thousand horse, beiug immediately ordered by 
that general into Armenia, to convey to his encampment the wretched 
impostor and his betrayer, he had the satisfaction soon afterwards to see 
them both conducted in safety to his presence. Having bestowed 
upon Sohul every possible mark of kindness, and acknowledgement for 
the important service rendered to his sovereign, Aukshein proceeded 
in charge of his captive towards Saumerah, the present metropolis of 
the empire. 

On his arrival in the vicinity of Saumerah, Mutassem determined 
to give to the disgrace and discomfiture of this archfanatic, the utmost 
possible notoriety; and he was accordingly conducted into themetropo- 

* A. D. 8S&7. 
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l£s, riding upon an elephant, conspicuous to the view of the inhabitants, A. H. f 22a. 
every descriptiop of whom having been directed by the Khalif to meet A - D - 8a8 ~ 
hitp on his approach. He was put to death on the day of his entrance Khofaussut- 
into Saumerah, some time in the course of the year two hundred and “^hbaur, 
twenty three. The historian concludes his circumscribed account 
of the impostor Baubek Khorremdein, by relating "that a person, who 
had served him as exeputioner, being asked how many individuals 
he had cut off in the exercise of his profession, coldly replied that 
he was only one of ten employed by the schismatic in that capacity; 
of the number of unfortunates, who had suffered under the hands of 
his collegues, he could therefore not pretend to determine ; but for 
his own part, he could acknowledge the execution of twenty thousand 
persons. 

During the same year, - the, two hundred and twenty third of the 
Hidjerah, Kayssar (the Greek emperor Theophilus, son of Michael the 
stammerer) led his troops to the siege of Betrah, the obscure town of 
Sozopetra in Syria so called by the orientals, and the birth place of 
Mutassem, according to Mr. Gibbon. The Greek prince succeeded 
in the reduction of the place, and conveyed multitudes of the inhabi¬ 
tants into captivity. Apprized of the irruption, of the insolence, 
according to our author, of the Christian monarch, Mutassem marched 
into Anatolia at the head of a numerous and powerful army; his 
general Aukshein being detached in advance with a considerable 
body of troops. This advanced guard appears to have been attacked 
by the Constantinopolitan, but succeeded in repulsing its assailants 
with great slaughter. The Khalif now united his troops to the divi¬ 
sion of i^ukshein, and soon afterwards appeared before Amuriah ; or 
Arnprium in Phrygia, the birthplace of the father of Theophilus, as 
we also learn from Mr. Gibbon. The city was besieged and captured, 
and thirty thousand of the followers, or subjects of Caesar, were put 
to the sword. Of the siege of this place, on the authority of the 
Christian Abftlfarage, we derive some further particulars, from the 
pi n pf the same eloquent and interesting historian of the decline and 
fallof Roman grandeur. 

At this crisis, Mutassem was exposed to extremedanger from aform- 
idable conspiracy among his principal officers, from which he however 

TQL. U. p 
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A. H. 2-23. escaped by the seasonable disclosures of one of the accoth^lice#'. 

A. D. 838. Conceiving’ a disgust at the behaviour olT Aukshein and Ashbaus, 

Kholaussut- who were probably the captains of the Turkish mercenaries, and who 
aur ‘ had been promoted to the highest dignities of the empire, the com¬ 
manders of the national force, resolved on placing Abbas the son of 
Mam&n, on the throne of the Khalil’s ; and'for that purpose laid wait 
for an opportunity to assassinate MAtassem, and the ttVo obnoxious 
foreigners. Fortunately, before the design could be carried into exe¬ 
cution, Abbas, the unhappv instrument of their intrigues, was at the 
same time seized and imprisoned, and soon afterwards perished, by a 
method somewhat singular. His guards having suffered him to gorge 
himself with an immoderate quantity of food, unexpectedly refused 
to supply him with a drop of water to allay his thirst; of which, 
accordingly, and in the utmost misery, he shortly afterwards expired. 
Not long subsequent to these events, Mutassem returned to Saumerah. 

In the course of the succeeding year, Mauziaur the tributary chief, 
or prince of Tebristaun, was betrayed into hostilities against the 
authority of MAtassem by the evil counsels of Aukshein. This latter 
had it seems cast his aspiring views on the governmentof Khorassaun ; 
and abrother of ZAlyemnein’s, of the nameof Hussun, was detached on 
the part of Abdullah Taher, to reduce the refractory chief, whose per¬ 
son, afterconsiderabledifficulty and exertion,hesucceededin securing; 
and he was, without much delay, conducted to the presence of MAtas- 
sem. To that prince he endeavoured to palliate his conduct, by 
ascribing his recent rebellion to the artful practices of Aukshein. The 
discovery did not however rescue him from the sword of the executi¬ 
oner. Neither did the treacherous Aukshein escape the punishment 
of his malignant designs. He was immediately thrown into prison, 
and there taken off by poison, some time in the year two hundred and 
twenty six : his body, after an ignominious exposure of several days 
on a gibbet, being burnt to ashes by the direction of Mutassem. 

We are now brought to the death of Mutassem ; which after an ill¬ 
ness of several weeks, took place in the former Rebbeia, of the year 
two hundred and twenty-seven.* This prince has been particularly 
designated the octonary Khaleifah; not only because he was the eighth 
jnonarch of this dinasty, but from the following remarkable coinci'- 
* Latter end of December A. D. 841. 



dcncies. ^'Ile was the eighth in descent from Abbas; h» teign was 
distinguished by eight important victories; eight sons of sovereign 
princes were enrolled in his service; he Was master of cigAf-thousand 
male, and the same number of female slaves ; he was the proprietor of 
eighty thousand horses ; he had eight sons, and eight daughters ; he 
left in his coffers a treasure of eight millions of dinaiirs* in gold, and 
eighteen millions of dirhems f in silver; and lastly, he lived-to the 
age of forty-eight, and according to some authors, enjoyed the Khe- 
laufut for a period of eight lunar years, eight months, and eight days,. 
"In solar reckoning we find however, that from the death of U1 Mamfin, 
he possessed the sovereign power for eight years, four months/ and 
four, dr five and twenty days! 

As an instance of the singular strength of arm of this monarch, it is 
stated, that he would ’hold a sheep in each hand, while his attendants 
flayed them alive ; M and as a proof of his zeal for the glory of Issl&rh, 
although in other respects not scrupulously orthodox, 1 diir annalist, 
on the authority of the Tarikh gfizeidah, has ascribed the war in 
which he was engaged with the Greek emperor of Constantinople, to 
the following circumstance. A Mahommedan female, one of his sub¬ 
jects, having fallen into the hands of one of the Greek soldiers, (perad- 
venture at the capture of Sozopetra, as mentioned by Mr. Gibbon) 
invoked, in the anguish of misfortune, the name of Mfltassem, fWdi 
Mhtassemah 1) the soldier, scoffing at the idea, advised her while she 
was about it, to add to her prayer that Mtitassem would come to her 
relief, mounted on his pye-bald charger. This sarcasm being con¬ 
veyed to Mfitassem by one ofhis emissaries, he solemnly swore that 
no other object on earth should divert his attention, until he had 
redressed the injuries of this insulted female. Accordingly, although 
in the heart of winter, he led a powerful army immediately into the 
territories of the emperor of the east; and having signally triumphed 
over the troops of that prince, finally succeeded in discharging the 
obligation ofhis vow, by restoring to freedom the unfortunate captive, 
who was the object of it. It is further stated, that on this triumphant 
occasion, the army of Mutassem, to the number one hundred and 

•At the lowest computation about 3,666,6661, 23s. 4d, 
t About 412,5001 
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thirty thousand men, were mounted entirely on party ^eolopred* 0* 
pye-bald horses 4 thus multiplying the terrors afhjs presence ajiundrefl 
and thirty thousand fold, in the apprehensions of the insulters of his 
name and nation. 

; We shall lastly observe, that although a rank schismatic in his reli¬ 
gious opinions, being a violent disclaimer of the divine origin of the 
Koran, Mutassem.has, by some writers, been, notwithstanding extol¬ 
led as a wise and politic prince, eminent fpr his providence, regularity, 
end valour ; and yet it is acknowledged, thaf the dangerous practice* 
which he introduced of embodying the Tartar slaves, became ulti¬ 
mately, through the insolence and licentious behaviour of those 
detested mercenaries, oneleading cause of detaching the Mahommedan 
. people from their respect and allegiance to the authority of their law¬ 
ful sovereigns, andat a period long subsequent,,of subverting the throne 
of the Khelaufut. The ; office ofVezzeir to this prince was execute^ 
by Mahommed the son of Abdulm^k ul Zeyaut—the oil merchant. 
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CHAP. XV. 

U L Wathek, or Wauthuk B’illah,* Ab& Jauffer Hfeun, the a. H. 227. 

son of Mutassem, on the day of his father’s death, and in confer- A. D. 841. 
mity with the arrangements ofhis will, inyested his brows with the.diadem Kholaussut- 
of the Khelaufut; and proceeded to surpass the zeal of both father ul ' akhiwur- 
and uncle, in promoting^the advancementof schism, and in persecuting 
the advocates of orthodoxy. In consequence of this hostility to the 
faith of his ancestors, the only event of his reign which our author has 
thought worthy of particular, or circumstantial record, is the conspir¬ 
acy set on foot at Baghdad, w hich had now ceased to be considered as 
the metropolis of the Khalifs, in favor of Ahmed the son of Nasser, 
son of Melek the Khozz&ite ; whose merit as a traditionist had obtained 
for him the most exalted respect among sincere believers of every des- Ul Wacthek, 
cription. A powerful party among the inhabitants had pledged, them- li^'bouse ofAb* 
selves to support his pretensions; and Ahmed with the chiefs of the con- baa. 
spiracy had fixed upon a particular night on which, their drums should 
stride up, as a signal to rise against the government. The whole plan 
•was however, totally disconcerted by the folly and precipitation of 
some of its abettors; who in a fit of inebriety gave the alarm signal some 
nights previous to that w'hich had been determined on ; and the con¬ 
spiracy having thus prematurely exploded, the design was more fully 
discovered to the lieutenant of Baghdad by one of the guards of the 
police; who had either enrolled himself among the conspirators, or by 
some means or other become acquainted with fheir views. Ahmed 
and his principal adherents were immediately secured, and the nrxt 
day conducted ,in irons to Sauaiefph. It is further said, that being 
there conveyed to the presence of Wauthek, that monarch first re¬ 
quired of Ahmed to embrace the doctrines of the schismatics; and on 
his refusal, struck off his head with his own hand. 

* Dei grali& confident. 
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Labouring under the effects of a dropsical complaint, brought on by 
intemperance, it was prescribed to U1 Wauthek by his physicians, to¬ 
wards the concluding period of life, that he should seat himself in a 
hot stove,or oven,as soon after the embers should have been withdrawn, 
as it should be endurable. The experiment is said to have been at¬ 
tended with singular success; but finding such unlooked-for, and 
unexpected relief, the monarch was not to be satisfied without a fur¬ 
ther application of the remedy, with a more violent degree of heat. In 
this he was obeyed ; and perceiving, when too late, that it was beyond 
his endurance, he beckoned to betaken out of the Stove, and expired 
on the same day ; in the latter part of Zilhudje, of the year two hun¬ 
dred and thirty-two,* at the premature age ofisix and thirty; and after 
exercising, according to the expression of the original, a power repug¬ 
nant to the orthodox principles oflsslam, for the period of five years, 
seven months, and some days. Mahommed the son of Abdulmelek- 
ul-Zeyaut, continued in the exercise of the Vizzaurut during the reign 
of this prince ; whom, notwithstanding his recent ambiguous expres¬ 
sions, our author acknowledges to have borne the character of a just 
and equitable sovereign, universally applauded for his liberal, and 
bountiful disposition. 

We must add moreover, on the testimony of another writer, that 
Ul Wauthek distinguished himself in a particular manner by his 
patronage of the unfortunate race of Ally ; of whom it is said, that, 
during the period of hisgovernmeut, not a single person was suffered 
to remain in a state of indigence; that he surpassed in all the learning 
of his age, and in the powers of elocution ; and that he was so skilful 
a performer in music, as to excite the admiration and envy of the 
acknowledged and most eminent masters of the profession. Lastly* 
as a proof of his humane and liberal spirit, it is recorded that the 
suburb of Baghdad called Kirkh, having been destroyed by fire dur¬ 
ing the reign of Ul Wauthek, he distributed a million of dirhems, jr 
among the sufferers, to aid them in the reconstruction of their habita¬ 
tions : from which, and other instances of his bounty, he probably 
•derived the appellative of the lesser Mkmfin. 

* August, A. D. 847. t About 32,9181.13s. 4d, 
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VjL Mutew l'kkel-ala-Ull,ah, Abhl Fdzzel Jauffer the son of A. H; 282 , 
Mutassem. A.D. B47. 

- Mahommed the son of Abdulihelek the Vezzeir, with Ahmed the 
son of Abi IMoud, and others of the principal nobility, had proposed 
on the death of Wauthek, to establish,his son Mahommed on the throne 
of theKhalifs; but from this design they were dissuaded by the expostu¬ 
lations of Seyf, one of the Tartar commanders; who remonstrated 
against the dishonor of raising to the supreme dignity, a person after 
whom, either from his minority or some other defect, it was not yet Ul Mutewu*- 

warranted by the law, to perform the stated course of devotions; and, as • KEL ’ Xth Khal, t 
.... . . . , of the house of 

the objection met their entire concurrence, they transferred their choice Abbas. 

on mature deliberation to Jauffer the son of Mutassem, the brother of 
the deceased monarch; *to whom They accordingly pledged their alle¬ 
giance, under the title of Mfftewukkel-ala-Ulla; confident in God.* 

Soon after his accession, Mhtewukkel, in resentment of some former 
injury, put to death Mahommed the son of Abdulmelek, rvho had 
occupied the post of Vezzeir during the whole of the late, and the. 
preceding reigns. 

In the two hundredth and thirty-fifth of the- Hidjerah, this Khalif A. H.235. 
evinced.his dislike of Jews and Christians by issuing a decree, that AiD ’ 849 * 
the men, of either persuasion, should distinguish themselves by wearing 
the zennaur, or idolatrous cord ; and that the women should wear some 
particular mark of notoriety on their drawers. Both religions were at 
the same time interdicted from every species of employment under 
government; and among other proofs of wanton degradation, they were 
for the future forbidden the use of iron stirrups to their saddles, being 
enjoined to substitute in their stead, such as were of wood. In the 
course of the same year, hecaused his three sons, Muntusser, Muattez, 
and Mueyud, to be acknowledged in rotation as heirs to the Khelaufut, 
entirely disregarding the claims of his two other sons Mouffek, and 
Muatemmed. But to prove the vanity of human speculations, it was 
so directediby the will of heaven,- that the authority of Muntusser and 
Mfiattez should occupy but a very limited period,and that thesupreme 
power should never devolve to Mueyud ; while it was on the contrary 
ordained, that the Khelaufut should remain for a series of many years 

* Perhaps more correctly Deo delegatus—delegated from (Jod. 
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A. H. 236. with MAatemmed, and should ultimately descend to the'posterity of' 
A D. 850, Mcmffek ; as will hereafter appear. 

Kii'.iaussut- Such an unlimited predominance had been established, in the favor of 
Mutewukkel, by one of his servants of the name of Futtah the son of 
Khakan, that towards the year two hundred and thirty-six, the entire 
•administration ofaffairsappears to have been committed, without reserve 
or con trol to the management of that officer; with powers so compre*- 
hensive indeed, that it became afterwards proverbial that in influence 
over his master, no minister was ever parallel to this said Futtah the 
son of Kh&kan ; excepting alone Jauffer of the race of Barmek* the 
unfortunate and celebrated favorite of Harunrashid.* 

The malignant spirit of Mutewukkel began now to display itself, 
in an ordinance, published about this period, to prohibit his subjects 
from performing the long accustomed visitations at the tombs of Ally 
and his children ; and the more effectually to secure the object of this 
decree, he caused the sacred repository of the ashes of Imaum Hus- 
seyne, and the martyrs at KerbAla, to be levelled with the earth.‘J" 

A. H. 230. The year two hundred and thirty-nine was distinguished by a fur- 
A. D.-853, jjjgp p roo f 0 f the contempt of this Khalif for the Jews and Christians, 
unfortunately condemned to exist within the limits of his power: 
they were now forbidden to ride on horseback, and enjoined to content 
themselves with the more humble means of conveyance afforded by 
their mules and asses. 

An alarming earthquake which laid in ruins one half of the city of 
Damaghaun, and extended on one side to Jurjaun and NeyshapAr, 
and on the other to Bostaum and Rai and Isfahaun, is recorded as 
the only remarkable event which distinguished the year two hun¬ 
dred and forty-two % On this occasion the inhabitants of a certain 
r village in the district of Koumiss, south of Damaghaun, having fled 
from their crumbling habitations to the neighboring plains, are said 
to have heard a voice from above, proclaiming in good Arabic, that 
God alone is glorious, and that we are to fly for mercy to the wor¬ 
ship ot his power. It is further mentioned,;as a prodigy which distin- 

* Tarikh gfizeidah. 

tit is stated by some writers that he diver, ed the course of the Euphrates, in order to 
Jay the intervening districts under water. Vide Stevens's history of Persia* 

| A. D-. 850-7. 



gtilshed some period of the Khelaufut of MAtewukkel, that it should 
have rained blood in one of the quarters of the city of BMkh. This 
same reign is however here announced to have been remarkable for 
many other occurrences beyond the common course of nature, for a 
particular relation of some of which, we are referred to the Mausser- 
ul-Mulfik, or memorials of kings ; a work with which the author of 
these pages is entirely unacquainted. 

For the remaining four or five years of the reign of Mfitewukkel, 
we are constrained to reconcile ourselves to the recital of some of 
those instances of folly and depravity, which will serve to place the char¬ 
acter of this prince in a more conspicuous point of view. One of the 
amusements in which he chose to indulge himself, was to give a mag¬ 
nificent entertainment, and in the moment of their brightest convi¬ 
viality, to turn a lion loose among his astonished guests. Another 
was to introduce a snake into the sleeve of some unfortunate courtier 
upon whom, when bitten, it was his practice to amuse himself by 
making experiments with antidotes. Another notable jest, in which 
he very frequently delighted to sport with the apprehensions of hiscourt, 
was to cast broken jars full of scorpions, into the midst of a crouded 
assembly, to their infinite horror and annoyance. His destruction 
was however more immediately accelerated by the dispossessing of 
Seyf the Turkish, or Tartar chief, of the lands which he held in Jub- 
baul, or Persian Irak, and the territory of Isfahaun, in order to 
bestow them upon his favorite minister: and perhaps not less, l>y his 
Vexatious treatment of the son whom he had expressly nominated as 
immediate snccessor to his throne and dignity ; whose name he would 
occasionally condescend to make a pun of, observing, that instead of 
Muntusser, his title should have been Mtintuzzer; as anxiously look¬ 
ing forward to the period of his father’s death. On other occasions, 
after drenching away his intellects with intoxicating liquors, he would 
cause the same son to be plied, without intermission, with repeated 
draughts of the disgusting and impure overflowings of debauch. By 
these accumulated insults Mfintusser was, at last, impelled to the 
unnatural, and nefarious resolution of forming a conspiracy, among the 
Turkish slaves, against the life of his father. 

TOL II. $ 
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A. H. 447. It had been accidentally,mentioned, fp the presence .qf 

Ac D. 861. th»t a person at Bassorah was owner of asword ofiiK’Ditip^rable beaqty. 

KlioiauMut. ^ nt i temper; which the governor of that place, was immediately writ- 

vjl-akhbuur. , . ' , ,,, , , 

ten to, to purchase and transmit tor the Ivlialn s use. It appeared on 
inquiry, that the sword had been already disposed pf, and carried iuto 
Yemen; where it was however ultimately secured by one of the Kha¬ 
lit’s agents for the sum of one thousand djrrems. When produced 
for the inspection, of Mutewukkel, he expressed his highest approba¬ 
tion of tire sword ; and observed to his favorite minister, that he should 

r 

rely on his fidelity to select from among the Turkish Maumluks, a 
man of true valour, to wear it for the peculiar protection of tire person 
of his sovereign, on all occasions when it should be his pleasure to 
seat himself in the midst of his court. While they were yet engaged 
in conversation, one of that body, of the name of B&gher, entered th« 
presence chamber ; and was immediately pointed out by the favorite, 
as a person eminently qualified for this distinguished charge. To 
fiim accordingly the sword was consigned, together with a suitable 
augmentation of salary ; and it is added that Bagher never drew it from 
the scabbard, until he employed it in the assassination of his master. 
Be this however as it may, on what is generally represented as the 
night of Wednesday the fourth of Shavaul,* of the year two hundred 
and forty-seven, when the measure of his follies was compleat, and 
the destruction of Mfttewukkel was finally determined on ; and 
while the infatuated monarch was indulging in the juice of the 
grape, the elder Bfika, accompanied by Mussa the son of the 
younger Buka, with Bagher , and Belghilr, and several more of the 
Tartar slaves suddenly made their appearance, with their swords 
drawn, making directly for the Khalif’s person. One of the attend¬ 
ants, conceiving the circumstance to be nothing more than one of the 
ordinary pleasantries, remarked without the smallest apprehension of 
mischief, that “ as the joke of the lion and the snake had already 
“■been disposed of, he reckoned this to be the game of the sword 
and Mfitewukkel was about to reply in terms of some displeasure, 
w hen Bagher , and another of the conspirators rushed upon, and imme¬ 
diately dispatched him ; Futtah the son of KMkan, who had-throw* 

* Tenth of December, A. D. 861. 
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himself upon the body of his master, being ip that situation cut to 
pieces by the assassins. 

Such appears to have been-the fate of Mfitewukkel, at the age of 
forty ; after an imbecile reign 1 of fourteen years, three months, and 
about five and twenty days; and it is observed, says our author^ in 
the chronicle of the Mfiss&oudian, that the unhappy monarch was 
thus sacrificed, with at least the concurrence of his unnatural son, at 
a place called Mahfiriah ; the very same spot rendered infamous on 
a former occasion, by a similar atrocious parricide committed upon the 
person of Khossrou Parveiz,'by his son Shetruyah. 

To this period, it is obvious to remark, that for something more than 
a century, the KhelaUfut had flourished with considerable vigor in 
the,hands of the house of Abbas : but, from the death of Mfitewukkel 
it lay at the disposal of the Tartar slaves, or guards, and their mercen¬ 
ary and ferocious chiefs ; and thus it continued for alrout four score 
and four years, including twelve successions. At the expiration of that 
period, in the three hundred and thirty-fourth of the Hidjerah, we 
: shall find it submerging under the abeyance of the Ameirs ul Umra, 
of the race of Bfiyah ; having, however, previously languished, for 
‘about eight years, under the usurpation established by Yehkiim Mfi- 
kauny, one of the slaves of Murdawunje, despot of Tebristaun. This 
chief on the assassination of his master, the early protector of the ions of 
Bfiyah, had contrived to subdue a considerable part of PersianTrfik; 
and on the invitation of a traitor minister, ultimately forced himself 
into, and became the first invested with the dignity of Ameir ul umra 
'at Baghdad ; Subject to the arbitrium of the Deyaulemah, or Deyle- 
Snites, the descendants of Bfiyah - so denominated, from the province 
of their nativity, it was still suffered to - exist for a further period of 
one hundred and ten years ; when, in the four hundred and forty- 
seventh of the Hidjerah, to relieve himself and his people from the 
multiplied oppressions to which they had been so long exposed, the 
aid of Toghrul Beg, by the western nations so fantastically transformed 
into Tangrolipix, was called in by the Khalif ul Kfiym ; though the 
measfife produced but lit le better than a change of oppressors. Un¬ 
der the control of the house of Seljuk it however faintly vegetated. 
With some transient intervals of reviving energy, until the six huni- 
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k. H. 447. dred and fifty-sixth of the Hidjetah, the twel¥«- hundred and fifty. 

p - 861 - eighth of Christ ; when it was finally destroyed, in the person of 
Kholaussut' Mu^taussem the last of the Abbassides, by the exterminating fury of 
Hollauku, as will be shewn in the sequel of the present volume. 

Ut Mcktcssek B’illah, Abfl, Jauffer Mahommed, the son of 
Mutewukkel, appears to have succeeded without opposition to tha 
imperial dignity laid vacant by the murder of his father. Immedi- 
ately on his accession he had conferred the Vizzaurut on Ahmed the 
son of U1 Hesseib ; and this minister had taken the earliest opportu¬ 
nity to commnnicate to the younger Bfika, and some others of the 
Turks, an impression, that if Muntusser should die, and the succession 
devolve to Muattez, not a man of those engaged in the assassination 
of his father would be suffered to live: and that if they were desirous 
Ut Muntus- of relieving themselves from such a state of perpetual suspense and 
XUh KLalif of a PP re hension, it behoved them to unite their efforts to procure the 
the houseofAb- disherison, or exclusion from the succession of the two striplings; 

alluding to M&atttz and his brother Mueyud. Many arguments 
were not requisite to convince these blood stained mercenaries of the 
fate which awaited them in the event of such a contingency ; and 
. they accordingly employed their importunities with Mfintusser, to 
secure them without delay against that vengeance to which, by their 
zeal to serve him, they had too openly exposed themselves. Con¬ 
strained by circumstances the unhappy monarch summoned the two 
princes to his presence, and apprized them of the sacrifice which he 
was compelled to require at their hands, of an immediate abdication 
of their claim to the Khelaufut. Mdeyud very readily consented to 
relinquish his claim ; and Muattez, although he at first expressed 
considerable reluctance, was ultimately prevailed upon to follow th* 
example. 

Nevertheless, the guilt of a parent’s blood lay with intolerable pres¬ 
sure on the mind of Muntusser, although in other respects described 
to have been a prince of considerable merit. His father’s murdered 
form is said to have appeared to him in a dream, and to have addressed 
him in these words—“ Alas Mahommed ! unjustly and cruelly hast 
“ thou embrued thy hands in a father’s blood : but that God who ; is 
“ witness to thy guilt, will not permit thee the enjoyment of thy ilU 
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gotten honors beyond the fleeting period of a few days." Haunted by a. H. 24 *. 
the terrors of his dream, he became a prey to melancholy ; and this A. D. see. 
shortly producing a disordered frame, he ultimately sunk, under the Kholaussut- 
double visitation of distemper and depression of spirits, and expired 
on the fifth day of the former Ilebbeia,* of the year two hundred and 
forty-eight, before he had concluded the fifth month of his miserable 
rejgn : leaving, however, with the historians of a particular class, the 
character of a judicious, modest, liberal, and beneficent monarch; 
because, peradventure, during the reign of his father, he had distin¬ 
guished himself hy the kindness and humanity of his behaviour to the 
Seyuds, or descendants of Ally and Fatima. 

Ul Mustaa yne B’rLLAn,t Abul Abbas Ahmed, the son of Mutas- 
sem, twelfth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

On the death of MCmtusser, the allegiance of the body of the people 
■was secured, by the exertions of the T urkish guards, and by the con¬ 
currence of the nobility and principal members of the community, for Ul Mustaayn* 
Ahmed the son of Mutassem, the uncle of the late monarch, under B’illah, XHth 
the title of U1 Mustaayne B’illah ; although not without some oppo- K h ahf of the house 
sition on the part of the soldiery and tradesmen, who declared on the 
same day in favor of the sons of Mfitewukkel. But this movement 
was quelled on the spot by the timely application of the unsparing 
steel of the elder Buka ; who on the death of his son Mussa became, 
during the first year of MGsta&yne, more immediately attached to the 
person of his sovereign. 

Driven by the impulse of despair and want, an insurrection wa9 
excited at Kufah during the year two hundred and fifty, by one of the 
Alluvies, or Seyuds of the race of Ally, of the name of Yaheya son of 
Omar. This produced a variety of severe conflicts ; but it was ulti¬ 
mately suppressed on the death of its author, who was killed by Ma- 
hommed the son of Abdullah Taher, the grandson of Zul-yemnein. 

About the same period, the standard of independence was exalted, 
with greater success, in the strong province of Tebristaun, by Hussun 
the son of Zeid ul Baukery, of a distinguished branch of the same 
Stock ; who bore the appellation of the claimant, or suitor, with jus. 

f Dei gratii auxiiiatus. 


* About the eighth of May, A. D. 862 , 
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A. H. 250. tice on his side ; and who, after supporting his authority in indepea* 
A. D. 80 4- denceand splendor for nineteen years, against all attempts to subdue 
K„hoiau!,sut- hj m> transferred it at his death to his brother Mahommed; by whom it 
ttl-akhbaur. wag maintained for a further period of eighteen years ; at the expira¬ 
tion of which he was cut off by Mahommed the son of Harfin, one of 
the feodatories of the house of Abbas. 

In the course of two hundred and fifty-one,* a dispute, with regard to 
the property of certain lands, having arisen between Wasseif and 
B&gher, two of theTurkish chiefs, the Ivhalif took part with the former. 
On this B&gher proceeded to represent to his friends and followers, 
that all substantial authority having been usurped to themselves by 
Wasseif, and Buka the other favorite, their claims and services were 
either forgotten, or entirely set at nought. He therefore proposed to 
them, as their only alternative, to unite with him to accomplish the 
destruction of Mhstaayne, and of both his obnoxious ministers, and to 
place some other person on the throne of the Khalifs ; a proposal to 
which these mercenaries were, without much difficulty, prevailed 
upon to accede. But information of the conspiracy being seasonably 
conveyed to the two favorites, the promoter of the seditious design 
w T as immediately seized, and confined in the palace of the Khelaufut. 
The adherents of the disaffected chief now openly threw off their 
allegiance, and proceeding to the imperial stables, pillaged them of all 
their contents. On this, conceiving that when Bagher should be no 
longer alive as a pretext for their violent proceedings, the tumult 
would of itself subside, Wasseif determined on the bold alternative of 
putting him to immediate death. This, as it happened, produced 
however a very opposite result; for the Turkish insurgents became 
in consequence, exasperated to such a degree, that the two favorites 
were compelled to withdraw the person of their sovereign from Sau- 
merah, and to retire with some precipitation to Bfaghd&d. 

Conceiving some remorse for the violence of their conduct, the Turk¬ 
ish mercenaries soon afterwards dispatched a deputation to solicit 
the forgiveness of Mfistaayne ; but experiencing an austere reception * 
from Mahommed the son of Abdullah Taher, the governor of Bagh¬ 
dad, the deputation returned with spirits further exasperated to join 
their associates; who now resolved to depose Mustaayne, and to con- 

* A. D. «65. 
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fer the sovereign dignity on his nephew Mfiattez, to whom, without 
further deliberation, they accordingly pledged their allegiance. 

- A corisiderable army was then dispatched by Muattez, under the 
orders of his brother Mouffek, to lay siege to Baghdad, within the 
ramparts of which, Mustahyne prepared to defend his authority. But 
the complexion of his destiny soon assuming an appearance ofdebility 
and decline, his ministers, together with Mahommed the Taherite the 
governor of the city, .became disposed to accommodate with the times ; 
and a correspondence was accordingly opened with Muattez by the 
T&herite; in which the latter engaged to prevail upon Mustaayne to 
acknowledge the authority of his nephew, provided the government of 
-Baghdad should be secured to its present possessor; and that no 
attempt should be directed against the life of the abdicated monarch. 
To these terms Muattez readily subscribed ; and a treaty, in which 
they were formally ratified, being transmitted according to desire to 
the Taherite, that chief proceeded,in conjunction with Wasseif and 
the younger Buka, to employ the influence of menace, or importunity, 
to prevail upon his distressed and injured sovereign to abdicate his 
crown, and submit to the authority of his rival. Having accomplished 
their object in these points, the degraded monarch was next abridged 
of his personal freedom, and confined to the palace formerly the resi¬ 
dence of Hussun Sohel. Here he had, however, been suffered to 
exist no longer than a few days, when he received from Muattez, an 
order to proceed to Saumerah; which it was at the same time provided 
that he should never reach, the chamberlain of the reigning sover¬ 
eign being employed to intercept and dispatch him, while on his jour¬ 
ney to that place. 

This event is stated to have occurred in the year two hundred and 
fifty-two, when Mustaayne was of the age of five and thirty, and had 
possessed the Khelaufut for a period of three years and nine months ; 
v hich, if correct, must confine the date of his death' to the very com¬ 
mencement of the year. The office of S ezzeir to this prince was held 
by Ahmed the son of Sheirzaud. 

Ut Muattez B’illah* Abb Abdullah Zobair, the son of Mute- 
wukkel, thirteenth Ivhalif of the house of Abbas. 

* Dei gratis potens lactus. 
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Firmly established on the throne of the Khalifs, MAattez conferred 
the dignity of the Vizzaurut upon Ahmed the son of Issrauil; and 
in punctual discharge of his engagement with Mahommed the T&herite, 
in one respect at least, he transmitted to that chief the necessary letters 
patent authorizing him to retain the government of Baghdad ; being 
further prevailed upon through his particular mediation, to spare the 
lives of Wasseif and Buka, both of whom, oh his accession to the Khe- 
laufut, he appeared otherwise disposed to destroy. Not long after¬ 
wards, at the solicitation of the Turkish guards, the two chiefs were 
invited to Saumerah, and placed among the dignitaries of the court. 

In the mean time the jealousy of Muattez was maliciously excited 
towards his brother Mueyud, by the representations of Eissa the son . 
ofFergh&nshah one of the ministers; who stated to his sovereign that 
there existed among the people a very powerful spirit of attachment 
for that prince, and that a strong proof of it was to be observe# in the 
presents, of whatever was rare and precious, with which they were 
perpetually loading him. All this producing an unfavorable change 
in the mind of MAattez, he ventured at length to intercept, and seize 
for himself, a present of five thousand dirhems* coming from the prince 
of Armenia to his brother. Of this illiberal violence, which he as¬ 
cribed to the malice of the son of Ferghanshah, MAeyud complained 
to his brother Mouflek ; and at the same time au attempt was made 
to induce the Turkish mercenaries to cut off the hostile minister. 
Becoming however apprized of his danger, Eissa did not fail to make 
it known to his sovereign; and the result was the immediate seizure and 
imprisonment of both the brothers. A few days afterwards MAeyud, 
bound hand and foot, was cast by the Khalifs orders into the snows of 
the neighboring region; and in that state jarsoffreezing water being inces¬ 
santly poured on him, he miserably perished. His body was then 
brought back and laid in state, shrouded in sables ; the Khalif protest¬ 
ing to the nobles of his court, that his unfortunate brother had expired 
by the ordinary course of nature. 

In the course of two hundred and fifty three,f the Tartars, and the 
men of Ferghaunah mutinying for their pay, Wasseif ventured to 
reprove them for their disorderly and licentious behaviour ; on which 
they immediately attacked and hewed him to pieces, with their battler 
* About 1141. Us. 8d, -fA.D.807. 
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axes. The year following, Buka, the other Turkish chief, perceiving 
some obvious change in the Khalifs disposition towards him, suddenly 
withdrew towards Mosssule; but, receiving intelligence on his way 
that the householdslaves ofMAattez were plundering his habitation, and 
his followers dispersing on the report, he took to a small skiff on the 
Tigris;, for the purpose of returning to Saumerah ; and in this situation 
he was unexpectedly fallen in with by Waleid, one of the Mughrebies, 
or Lybian stipendiaries, by whom he was immediately secured ; and 
who soon afterwards, by orders from their sovereign, took off his head 
and conveyed it to the presence. 

The Tartars’, perceiving that the Khalif was bent on their destruc¬ 
tion, hastened to unite themselves under the authority of Salah, 
the son of Wasseif one of their late commanders ; and seizing 
the per*ons of Ahmed the Yezzeir, and others employed in the civil 
departments of the state, immediately put them to the torture, in order 
to obtain possession of their treasure : but failing in their object, they 
proceeded directly to the palace, and from the Khalif himself peremp¬ 
torily demanded their pay. After some demur in complying with 
their demands, Salah, with Mahommed the son of Buka, and others 
of the chiefs, without further ceremony, conducted Muattez out of his 
palace, and compelled him to stand in the sun, until he consented to abdi¬ 
cate his authority. They then lodged him in a prison, and dispatched 
some of their associates to Baghdad, to bring from thence Mahommed 
the son of Wauthek, whom they proposed to raise to the Khelaufut, 
under the title of Mdhteddy. On his arrival at Saumerah that prince 
was permitted to hold an interview with the abdicated monarch; and, 
ascertaining from his own declaration that he had divested himself of 
the sovereign power, proceeded, in compliance with the solicitations 
of the military commanders, and principal inhabitants, to seat himself 
on the throne of the Khalifs. The unfortunate Muattez, as in the 
instance of one of his predecessors, was gorged to death a few days 
afterwards, by suffering him to'over-eat himself, and then withold¬ 
ing from him the means of quenching his thirst. This event is said 
to have taken place in the two hundred and fifty-fifth of the Hidjerah,* 
when Mfiattez was at the age of four and twenty, and had possessed 
$he Khelaufut, from the abdication of Mustaaynej for a period of 
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about three years and seven months, We may therefore be warranted 
in fixing his death to the middle of the year. 

Ul Muhteddy B’illah,* Abfi Isshauk Mahommed the son of , 
Cl Wauthek, fourteenth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

The supreme dignity thus forcibly abdicated by his cousin german, 
being, without further difficulty, vested in the person of Mfihteddy, 
that prince, by a regular attendance in his court of justice to relieve 
the necessities, and redress the injuries of his people, evinced an 
early disposition to promote by his own example, the impartial ad¬ 
ministration of the laws. 

In the mean time, Mfissa the son of the elder Buka, who had been 
employed by Mfiattez, in Tebristaun, to conduct the war against 
Hussun the son of Zeid the Baukerite, becoming apprized of the 
murder of his sovereign, hastened to return to the scene of these vio¬ 
lent proceedings. On which Saiah the son of "W asseif, to whom the 
mischief was principally aseribed, suspecting his intentions, suddenly 
withdrew from Saumerah; but on the arrival of Mfissa, at that 
metropolis, and his submission to the authority of Mfihteddy, he was 
pursued and put to death by the agents of that chief. 

The latter part of the year two hundred and fifty-five was rendered 
remarkable, by the revolt at Bassorah of the Zengui, or Zengbar slaves; 
who rose upon their masters, and declared for Ally the son of Mahom¬ 
med son of Ahmed, another of the Seyuds, or descendants of Fatima. 
Supported by the aid of these insurgents, this Ally, afterwards distin¬ 
guished by the appellation of Saheb-ul-Zenje, or prince of the Zen- 
guies, contrived to extend his usurpation from Bassorah to Ainlah, 
(perhaps Amara) and a considerabie part of Ir&k-Arab ; of which he 
maintained himself in possession for fourteen years from this period., 

The benevolent character of Mfihteddy accorded but little with 
tin disposition of the licentious profligates who surrounded his throne; 
and it w as not extraordinary that he should have meditated the design 
ot relieving himself from the seditious insolence of the Turks. 
Betore his measures were, however, ripe for execution, they became 
known to those mercenaries ; who conspiring with his enemies* th® 

* Dei gratia inductus. 
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«©ns of Mfitewukkel, proceeded, in the month ofRudjeb* of the year A. H. 250. 
two hundred and fifty-six, to attack him in the midst of his capital. A - p - 
After an intrepid resistance, in which the virtuous monarch killed se- K,l< ! I f“ ssut " 

ul-akobaur* 

veral of his assailants with his own hand, they Succeeded in securing 
his person ; and having forced him to abdicate his throne in favor of 
the sons of Mfitewukkel, for whom they pretended to have risen, they 
then put him to death. 

This was the fate of Mfihteddy, who' perished at the age of thirty 
nine, with the acknowledged character of a devout and pious prince * 
and after a short reign of eleven months, and a few days; during which 
he had, however, at least as far as precept and example could prevail, 
contrived to abolish most of the corrupt and illegal practices too fre¬ 
quently authorized by the Khalits his predecessors: of whom he is said 
to have adopted for his imitation the example alone of the benevo¬ 
lent Olnar Abdulazziz, and like him, to have confined his expences 
to a very moderate and sparing supply from the public treasury. 

Ul Mua temmed, or Meyatemmed Ala-Ullahf Abul Abbas Ahmed, 
the son of Mutewukkel, fifteenth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 


Having, in the manner just described, made themselves masters of 
the person and destiny of Muhteddv, the perfidious Tartars hastened 
to place Ahmed the son of Mutewukkel (the third of the children of 
that weak and capricious prince who arrived at the imperial dignity) 
on the throne of the Khelaufut, with the title of.Ul Muatemmed ala Muatem- 
Ullah, which may perhaps be rendered, him in whom God has reposed xvth Khalifof 
his confidence: that of his father being indeed of a similar import, thehouseof Ab* 
The influence of these detested mercenaries was, however, through bas * 
repeated treason, and insufferable insolence, now gradually declining; 
and in proportion as their power diminished, the affairs of the Khe¬ 
laufut seemed to exhibit, in the hands of Muatemmed, an appearance 
of system and regularity, of which it had been long deprived. 

The attention of Muatemmed appears to have been occupied, dur¬ 
ing the year two hundred and fifty eight, in an unsuccessful attempt 
to reduce Ally Skheb Ul Zenje and the revolted slaves at Bassorah; 
in which he availed himself of the service of his brother Ul Mouffek, 
who was however compelled by the insurgents to return to Saumerah^ 
jvith discomfiture and loss. 

• June, A. D. 870. + Dei gratii susteutatns. 
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in tile two hundred and sixty-first of the Hidjerah, he made a shew 
of establishing the immediate succession to the throne in his son Jauf- 
fer, with the title of U1 Mufowez ala Ullah, delegated from God ; with 
reversion to his second son AbA Ahmed the presumptive heir, and 
the title of U1 Nausser-ud-dein-Ullah—Defender of God s faith. 
Neither of these princes was however destined to wield the septre Of 
royalty. 

So far back as the year two hundred and forty-nine,* Yaktib the son 
of Laiss, the founder of the Silfauriah dinasty, so denominated from his 
father Laiss the Sufaur, the copper smith or brazier , had commenced 
his career of successful revolt in the province of Seiestaun ; and in six 
years he had made himself master of Khorassaun, the Kohestaun, with 
Kermaun, and the entire province of Farss, his title being publicly 
ratified in two hundred and fifty-five, by the Khalif MAattez. At 
the period of which we are now speaking, having extended his con¬ 
quests to Persian Irak, he was menacing from thence an attack on the 
remaining dominions of the Khelaufut, and preparing to march against 
Baghdad. He was however successfully opposed, and signally defeated, 
at an obscure place called Dieh Aukkfil, somewhere on his advance 
towards Baghdad, by the Khalif’s troops, under the immediate direc¬ 
tions of his brother U1 Mouffek. 

By the author of the Tarikh ghzeidah we are told, that after his dis¬ 
comfiture on thisoccasion, Yakub Laiss retiring into Khorassaun, there 
in a short time assembled another army; with which he again advanced 
to try his fortune against the troops of the Khelaufut. On his march 
towards Irak, he is stated to have received from Mhatemmed an ad¬ 
monition, after the signal proof which he had recently experienced 
of the displeasure of heaven, to beware of further tempting the power 
of God; to repent of his ambitious follies, and return to his allegiance ; 
and that on withdrawing his army back again into Khorassaun, all, 
the past should be forgotten. To this, in the hardihood of successful 
usurpation, \akub is said to have replied, that for the grandeur to 
w hich he had raised himself, he was alone indebted to his hitherto 
invincible arm and fortune ; and that until he had humbled the pridQ 
and power of the Khalirs, he was determined to be a stranger to repose. 
If his eliorts were crowned with success, it would be very well; but 
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if It was otherwise decided by his destiny, he should nevertheless be 
still master of his morsel and barley loaf, alluding to his original hum¬ 
ble condition. He enjoyed not, however, an opportunity of bringing 
his alternative to the proof. He died on his march of a fit of the colic ; 
or according to Mr. Stevens, from Texeira, of a pleurisy because he 
declined an application repugnant to an over refined, and obstirtate 
sense of delicacy. 

Subsequent to this, in .the year two hundred and sixty-four, a further 
attempt was made towards the suppression of Ally Saheb-ul-Zenje and 
the revolters of Bassorah, under Abul Abbas the son of Mowffek ; 
who at the head of ten thousand horse, having thrice engaged the 
rebels, succeeded at last in giving them a total defeat in the neigh¬ 
borhood of Wauss it. Soon after he had achieved his victory, Abul 
Abbas was joined by his father, and with him proceeded in pursuit of 
the fugitives, to the gates of Ahuauz ; where Ally S&heb-ul-Zenje had 
retired for shelter. That chief furnished them, nevertheless, with 
ample employment for the most active exertions, for several years 
subsequent to this, period; until in the month of Suffer, of the two 
hundred and seventieth of the Hidjerah,* he bravely perished in the 
field ofbattle ; and with him the usurpation of the Zenguies, after it 
had occasioned, as it is further asserted, the slaughter of more than one 
hundred thousand men. 

After a silent lapse of seven years, the annalist conveys us at once 
to the year two hundred and seventy-eight, to record the death of U1 
Mouffek, the loyal and active supporter of his brother’s authority* 
Which then took place at Baghdad. The voice of the public now 
declared his son Abtil Abbas recently mentioned, presumptive suc¬ 
cessor to the sovereign dignity with the title of U1 MAatezzed B’illah, 
on the eventual demise of Mufowez the present heir apparent. 

In confirmation of the voice of his people, the Khalif Mftatemmed 
in the course of the year following, at a magnificent entertainment 
to which the whole of the principal nobility, Ulema, and ministers of. 
law and justice were invited, proceeded to require from his son Mu¬ 
fowez, his public avowal of having abjured his claim to the Khelaufut; 
which was then solemnly transferred to his couzin Abul Abbas; 
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already saluted by tlie titfe of Muatezzed B’illah. This ceremony :th£ 
Khalif was not destined long to survive, being seized with a quinzy, 
or incarnation of the throat; of which in the month of Rudjub,* of the 
same year, be expired at the age of fifty-one. 

Calculating from the abdication of his predecessor, Muatcmmed 
appears to have possessed the dignity of the Khelaufut, for about two 
and twenty years, and five months ; but, according to onr author, it 
was a distinction which he enjoyed only in name, the imperial power 
being in substance notoriously exercised, while he lived, by his bro- 
the Mouffek. Absorbed in his pleasures, and entirely devoted to the 
society of singers and musicians, as he is said to have beert, it was 
indeed fortunate for this monarch, that he could command the aid of 
such a brother, to take from him the burden and anxiety of govern¬ 
ment. All we further learn of Muatemmed is, that he withdrew the 
seat of the Khelaufut from Saumerah, and re-established it once more 
at the former capital of Baghdad j although this is a change by others 
ascribed to his successor. 

Ur. Muatezzed Abhl Abbas Ahmed, the son of Ul 

Mouffek, sixteenth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Of this prince it is related, that in a dream, during the reign of hi* 
predecessor, he saw a person robed in white stretch his arm to the 
Tigris,andtakeup the whole of its waters into the palm of his hand, which 
he then closed: and that opening his hand again, the stream resumed 
its channel as before. That this mysterious personage should then 
have addressed him in these words ; “ Abftl Abbas knowest thou me ?’* 
To which Mhatezzed replying in the negative, he proceeded to arid, 
“ I am Ally the son of Abu Tauleb ; when the Khelaufut devolves 
“ to thee, wilt thou be kind to my posterity ?” And to this particu¬ 
lar circumstance has been ascribed, by historians, the extraordinary 
indulgence extended during the whole of the reign of Mhatezzed to 
\he family of the Seyuds ; for whom it would appear that he received* 
on the occasion, an impression of benevolence which was never after* 
wards obliterated. 

Another extraordinary circumstance recorded of this monarch is, 
that in the course of the year two hundred and eighty-three, as soon 

* October, A. D. 892. tDei gratia sustentatus. 



tts the gates of bis palace were closed, .an apparition presented itself to- A. H. 283C 
him under various-disguises ; sometimes under the form of a venerable A - D - R!)a - 
old man,, with a white beard, .ra the-habit of a monk ; at others in the Khobu^ut- 
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shape of a beautiful youth, and occasionally in the character of a mer¬ 
chant or tradesman : but under every form to apprize him of the rob¬ 
beries* and other disorders, committed by his troops; and it would 
frequently prove very troublesome to the attendants. This extraor¬ 
dinary phenomenon long excited- the curiosity of the public, and 
became the subject of general conversation ; but the nature of it was 
never discovered. It was probably a phantom dressed up by the 
Khalif, for obvious purposes of police and good government. 

In the year two hundred and eighty-four, Muatezzed evincing a 
design to renew the denunciations from the pulpit, long since discon¬ 
tinued, on the memory of Mauweiah, was however dissuaded from 
such a measure, by the sounder discretion of his minister, Obaidullah 
the son of SA liman. 

In this place, our author accommodates his reader with a brief and 
cursory, account of the heretical sect of the Keraumitah, or Kermathi- 
ans, of whose principles and profession of faith he furnishes us with 
the following abstract. They alleged tbe Imaumut of Issmauil the sort 
of Jauffer-ul-Saudek, from whom they are not unfrequently denomi¬ 
nated Issmauilians; and because they equally admitted of several 
things proscribed by the ordinances of the law, they have been traduced 
as approximating in their principles to the atheistical doctrines of the 
MAllauhedah, although they professed their belief in the existence of 
good and evil spirits; the former under the name of angels leading 
them to happiness, and the latter under that of genii, or jinn, at eter¬ 
nal hostility with them. Prayers, they maintained to consist in a 
sincere devotion to the memory of their long since beatified Imaum ; 
and alms, in allotting to his representative the filth of their property. 

On the preservation of a secret, they conferred a species of sanctity, by 
giving to it the name of SAm or Soum—religious abstinence orsilenee; 
and to the violation of secrecy they affixed, on the contrary, a sort-of 
stigma, by branding it with the epithet of rena, sound; or perhaps 
Zemma, loquacity. And lastly from the circumstance of one of their 
chiefs having in the infancy of the sect applied to his letters tho 
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A. D. 899. they obtained the denomination of Keraumetah—the people of the 

Kholaussut- ve ;j Their origin might be traced as far back as the reign of Harun 
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rashid, or at least to that ot Mamun, a point on which there is some 

diversity of opinion ; since they forbore to disclose their principles, or 

Openly to make proselytes to the sect, until the year two hundred 

and eighty-six ; when, by insensible degrees, multitudes had been 

prevailed upon to adopt the tenets of these innovating schismatics. 

In the courseof the year just alluded to, they openly revolted in great 
force, under Abfi Sauid orSaeid, ulHubauby; who put to death without- 
mercy, such of.the orthodox believers as had the misfortune to fall into 
his hands. In the beginning of the first month of Ilebbeia, of the year 
twohundred and eighty-seven* he entered Hidjer, the chief town of Ba- 
hareyne ; where he committed every species of outrage and atrocity. 
Intelligence of his proceedings being, however, at last conveyed to 
Mftatezzed, one of his generals of the name of Abbas the son of Amrfi, 
was dispatched by that prince with a considerable division of the army, 
to give battle to the insurgent. Hut the troops of Baghdad were on 
this occasion defeated, and their general with seven hundred of his 
followers became prisoners to the enemy. The life of the former was 
spared, but the latter were immediately put to the sword. Of this 
Abbas it is related, that discarding all hope of mercy on falling into the 
hands of the schismatics, he had quietly resigned himself to his fate ; 
when, after a confinement of some days, he was surprised by a visit 
from his conqueror; who intimated to him that on his engagement to 
communicate, word for word, to Muatezzed the message which he was 
about to confide to him, he should be immediately set at large: 
otherwise that he must prepare for death. The alternative required 
no great effort of deliberation; and Abbas, promised with an oath, that 
whatever he chose to communicate, should be by him rehearsed to his 
sovereign, without the suppression of the slightest circumstance, 
“ Then,” said AM Sauid, “ tell Muatezzed that 1 am a man whose abode 
44 is in the solitudes of the desert, whose wants are confined to a very 
44 few things merely necessary for the support of existence ; that by 
“ »e his dominions have not been abridged of a single town, neithet 
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* e have I In any instance occasioned the slightest injury to liis govern- 
“ inent. Let him take this assurance from me, and I call the judge of 
u all things to witness the truth of the statement, that although the 
“ whole force of his empire were employed to crush me, I shall 
*• always be victorious, and for this good reason—my soldiers have been 
“long inured to fatigue and danger in evei'y shape, while his on the 
“ contrary, nursed in the bosom of enjoyment, must sink under the 
“ trial. At this moment, that they are compelled by his orders to 
“ traverse the trackless wastes of these deserts, the hour of despair and 
defeat presses upon them ; and though they should endeavqur to 
“ escape by flight, the greater part must perish by my sword. *Nay 
“ admittingthatin the confidence of superior numbers, they should fbr 
“ the present forbear to retire, it will still be at my discretion by a 
“ counterfeit flight to engage them further in the desert; and on some 
“ favorable opportunity to come upon them in the night, and cut them 
“ off when they least expect it. I would therefore^ advise him io 
“ reflect, that in the hostilities with which he has thought fit to pur- 
“ sue me, his armies are not likely to acquire either fame or profit; and 
“ that for the future it behoves him to recede from a design which 
“ must terminate so prejudicially to his own interests ; to desist from 
“ a contest that must prove equally unprofitable and unavailing.’* 
Having upon this received his dismission, Abbas proceeded accor¬ 
dingly to Baghdad; where, without either enlargement or extenuation, 
he communicated to liis master the message which he had in charge 
from the Kermathian. And it is alleged, that not even the name of 
these schismatics was suffered to pass the lips of Mfiatezzed, from that 
time to the.beginning of the year two hundred and eighty-nine, when 
the depredations which they dared to commit in the territory ofKufak 
compelled him to make another exertion to check their enormities. 
On this occasion the commander, whom he employed on the service, 
succeeded in expelling the depredators ; and one of their chieftains 
who became a prisoner, was conveyed to the presence of Muattezzed. 
To the interrogatories which were put to him, with regard to the 
doctrines of his sect, before he proceeded to reply, this man demanded 
of the Khalif if he was aware, that he sought information on a subject 
Which affected his own personal interests, more nearly than he seeme4 
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to imagine;,and the Khalif professing his ignorance, he then explained 
himself as follows. “ When the prophet oflsslam, on whom be per¬ 
petual benediction, withdrew to that state of existence which never 
“ perishes, we heard of no claim to the succession on the part of thine 
“ ancestor Abbas. The people on the contrary unanimously pledged 
“ their allegiance to Abu Bukker ; and after him the Khelaufut was 
“ further adjudged to Omar: and when, to calm the rising dissensi- 
“ ons, that monarch made the sovereign dignity elective, he appears to 
“ have allotted tothe same Abbas not the slightest share in the trans- 
“ action. It is therefore outbelief that, in justice, thou shouldsthave no 
“portion in the throne of the Khalifs.” A reply by which Muatqz- 
zed was so much exasperated, that he directed the wretched Kermath- 
ian to be immediately put to death under every species of torture. 

A severe indisposition by which he was soon afterwards attacked, 
convincing Mfiatezzed that his dissolution was approaching, he con¬ 
vened the members of. his court, and required them to pledge their 
allegiance to his son Ally ; on whom he then conferred the title of 
U1 Mukteffy, or perhaps MutkefFy B’illah. And in the latter ptirt of 
the first Rebbeia,* of the year two hundred and eighty-nine, he 
expired at the age of forty nine; when his authority had endured for 
a period of nine years, and about four or five months. 

Notwithstanding his acknowledged bias in favor of the Seyuds, 
Mfiatezzed has been stigmatized as a parsimonious and avaricious 
.prince; so great a stranger to the milder weaknesses of compassion 
and humanity, and so eagerly disposed to the effusion of blood, that 
between sentence and execution, no malefactor found with him the 
smallest respite. 

To him, however, on other authority-}* we find ascribed an alteration 
in the Mahommedan kalendar, in transferring the commencement of 
theyear from the first day ofFerwardein, corresponding with the month 
ofMarch, to theperiod when thesun attains its greatest northern altitude, 
a- the summer solstice ; in order, as it is alleged, to relieve his people 
from the burdensome inconvenience, under which they had hitherto 
laboured, of being required to pay their taxes before their harvest} 
b^d been secured. 
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Another circumstance omitted by our au-thor, but which may witln A. If. 28#. 
Advaaitlage be further supplied from the same source as we have just A. D. 902* . 
had'occasion to refer to, is, that the power of the S6fauriah, or child- Khefeussutv 
rfen of'Leres, having become extremely formidable in Persia, during ul aur< 
the reign infi Muatezzetf, Issmauil of the rade of Saraftn, or Sonaoon* 
as a modern Perisian would express it, was employed, under the nomi¬ 
nal authority of that prinee, t : o suppress the usurpation. An object* 
which was ultimately accomplished'by the S&mauuian; and'he received 
in compensation the entire sovereignty of the vast possessions recently* 
occupied by the usurpers-. 

Ul Mukteffy B’i i.laii,* Abu Mahommed Ally, the son of M6-: 
a-tezzed, seventeenth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

At the period' of his father’s dissolution, Mukteffy Was absent at MuKTEfc- 
Rukkah, but on information of that event, he repaired immediately to- fy B'illah, 
Baghdad ; where, on his arrival, t-be people renewed to him their- Kila,i £ 
pledge of fidelity, and experienced from him in return, the most liberal* A kbas. 
proofs of bis bounty, in the rich and magnificent presents which lie 
causedto be distributed on the occasion. 

In the second year of this reign, the two hundred and ninetieth of a. H. 290 . 
the tfidjerah, the province of Syria was exposed to a dreadful irrup- A - D - 903 * 
tionofthe Keraumitah, under their chief Vaheyathe son ofRegzuiah,f 
son of Mahrfiyah : and although this person was killed in battle in the 
early part of the expedition, the schismatics electing his brother H 6s- 
seyfte to command in his room, shortly afterwards made themselves- 
masters of the greater part of the province. With rCspeCt to this 
Hfisseyne we further learn, that he affected to trace his descent to' 

Issmauil, the adopted patron of the sect, and son of Jauffer-uI-Saudek r 
the sixth Imaum ; that he has by historians beeii distinguished by the? 
title of Saheb-ul-Shaumah ; and that the chief to whom he consigned 
the direction of his army bore the title of S&heb-ul-haul. Be this as 
it may, the latter was dispatched by his superior a/t the bead of a divi¬ 
sion of the invaders towards Baulbek, and the'territory in that quarter ; 
where they completed the measure of their atrocities-by a general, 
massacre of the inhabitants. Intelligence of these enormities being, 
however conveyed to Mukteffy, he at last assembled his troops to the 

* Dei gratia contentus. 

* Or Zegrfiiah, for the name is pointed both ways in the manuscript, 
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number of one hundred thousand men ; and proceeded at their head 
towards the Syrian frontier by the ordinary route - of Mossdle. On his 
his arrival at Rakkah, a powerful division was detached in advance, 
under Mahomitted the son of Su liman, who fell in with these depre¬ 
dators, under theirprincipal chief the Saheb-ul-Shaumah abovealluded 
to, and totally defeated them, about twelve farsangs or leagues from 
Harness : and pursuing them without respite, succeeded in securing 
the persons of both the leaders of the schismatics, and of three hundred 
and sixty of their principal followers, in one of the districts adjoining 
to the Euphrates. 

In the course of the year following, the same Zegrfiiah* or Saheb-ul 
Shaumah, having effected his escape in a manner which is not explain¬ 
ed, again appeared in Syria at the head of the Keraumitah ; and sig¬ 
nalized himself afresh by every species of disorder and outrage. But, 
on the approach of a considerable force destined to act against him. 
on the part* of Mukteffy, he turned aside into Babylonia, or Arabian, 
Ir&k ; where, at a place called SAaun, near Kstdsiah, or Kadessiah, the 
troops of the Khelaufut brought him to an action, and were defeated 
with great slaughter. Subsequent to this he appears to have prose¬ 
cuted his designs with impunity, until the year two.hundred and ninety 
four; when throwing himself into the route of the pilgrims to Mekkah 
in the Arabian desert, he plundered the Karvaun, and put twenty 
thousand of the Hadjies to thesword. Toavenge this sacrilegiousinsult, 
one of the generals of Mfikteffy, of the name of Wasseif, was dispatch* 
ed at the head of a competent force in pursuit of Zegrftiah; and in the., 
latter part of the second Rebbeia* of the same year, brought him 
to another battle, in which after a-desperate conflict, the arch Schis¬ 
matic was at last killed ; many of his followers fell into the hands of 
the Khalif's troops, and the remainder, for the present, dispersed to dif¬ 
ferent quarters. 

In the month of Zikaudah of the year two hundred and ninety five, 
at the age of thirty-three, terminated the earthly career of MCkkteffy ; 
when he had possessed the throne of the Khalifs for a period of six 
years, and between five and six months. He bore the character of a 
prudent and benevolent prince. 

* A.D.907, February, 
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From another sourceqfinformation it would appear, that Mahommed A- H. 295. 
the son of Ilarhn, being employed in Tebristaun during the reign of A - p - 908 ~ 
Mtikteffy, to suppress the usurpation of Mahommed the Baukerite, 
the successor ofllussun the son of Zeid, had no sooner accomplished 
that object, through the assistance of Issmauil the Samaunian, than 
hedeclared himself independent. He was, however, ultimately compel¬ 
led to abandon his ambitious views by the troops which were season¬ 
ably sent againsthimby Mukteffy: contemporary with whom, it may be 
expedient to remark, werelssmauil, and Ahmed, the Samanides, mon- 
archs of Bokhara. 

Ul Muktedder, or Mfiktader BTlIah* Abul Fazzel Jauffer, the 
son of Mdatezzcd, eighteenth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Upon the death of Mukteffy, the allegiance of the people had been Kbolaussut-ul- 
secured, through the zeal and influence of Abbas the son of Hfisseyne, akll ^ aur * 
one of the first dignitaries of the empire, for Jauffer the brother of the 
deceased monarch, with the title of Muktedder B’Ulah; but, as this 
prince did not yet exceed his thirteenth year, it became with many 
of every class of society a subject of serious debate, how far it was ulMuktedd- 
prudent to entrust the sovereign power to the hands of such a minor ; ER B’illah, 
and the same reflection prodncing a change, either real or pretended, XVlllth Khalrf 
in the counsels of Abbas himself, he sought to amend his error, by k 0 ”** ° 
substituting Mahommed the son of Mfiatemmed in hisroom. However, 
the object of his selection not happening to be then immediately in 
existence,he proposed to transfer his nomination to one of the descend¬ 
ants of Mhtew’ukkel, who went by the name of Abul Hussun ; but 
as this person was destined by God’s providence, about the same critical 
period ? to share the fate of his relative, the imperial dignity became 
by these casualties, at last established in the hands of Muktedder. 

The year following notwithstanding, the minister Abbas being, with¬ 
out ostensible cause,cut off by Hflsseyne the sonof Hamdan,surnamed 
Abfl Heija, the latter entered into a conspiracy with others of the 
nobility in favor of Abdullah the son of Muattez ; whom they accord¬ 
ingly raised to the Khelaufut, with the title of Mhrtezza B’illah. 

The conspirators were, however, gallantly opposed by the youthful 

* Dei gratiA potens # 
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A.' H. 296/ M’fikt’ed’der, and Mouniss Khaudem, (or Mounlss ustaud, as fie is else- 
A.D. 908. where denominated) the ehief of the eunuchs, with such of his guard* 
Kholaussut- as continued firm to their allegiance ; and falling into the hands of the 
Iihalif’s party, they were the whole of them put to death, together* 
with the unfortunate Abdullah, who, on the seizure of his person, was 
condemned to share the fate of his accomplices. 

Subsequent to this period for a series of years, little is offered to 
the attention of the reader, but the removals and re-appointments 
which perpetually recurred among the ministers of Muktedder ; whose 
attention was otherwise entirely devoted to his pleasures. In the 
course of three hundred and nine,* Hfisseyne the son of Muns&ipul- 
Hellauje (the cotton dresser) whom, according to our author, the 
leafned have united to register in the catalogue of saints, was con- 
denined to death, through the influence of Hamed the son of Abbas 
th'e Vezzeir, and by a fetva, or decision obtained from the Eymah, or 
sacerdotal order. 

fn thfee hundred and eleven,!' Abfi T&her the son of Abfi Sauid, 
who had become supreme of the Keraumitah on the death of his father, 
contrived by a forced march from Bahareyne, on the gulph of Persia, 
at the head of seven hundred horse, to surprise the city of Bassorah $. 
from Vidiich, after a pillage and massacre of seventeen days, he was suf¬ 
fered to retire without the slightest molestation. The year following,* 
he also plundered andcut to pieces several of the convoys proceeding; 
to Mekkah, and extended his ravages to Kfifah ; and having given to 
that city a competent sample of his enormities, he again retired with, 
his accustomed celerity into Bahareyne. In three hundred and fif¬ 
teen,J having made another irruption into the territory of Kfifah, and 
bein'g there attacked by Y fissuf the son of Abi-us-sauje, one of the most 
distinguished of Muk tedder’s captains, he defeated and killed that 
commander, 'the reputation acquired by this-victory encouraged 
him to take possession of Anbaur, the ancient granary of the Persian 
monarchs,on the Euphrates. A considerable sensation was producedby 
these alarming encroachments in the now voluptuous metropolis of 
Baghdad ; and Mouniss Khaudem with forty thousand horse, was dis¬ 
patched by Muktedder to give battle to the Kermathian chief, wh<^ 
was again triumphant. 

* A. D. 921. t A.D. 923. J A.D. 927. 
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In the gourse of the year three hundred and sixteen, another change A. H. 3i«. 
cf ministers consigned the office of the vizzaurut to Abfi Ally ben A - p - 
Mfiklah ; but the government of Muktedder, through the wretched 
and imprudent system of delegating his power to the discretion of 
of a fluctuating ministry, to the companions of his pleasures, and 
even to his women, had by this time declined into the utmost con¬ 
tempt. It is even recorded that, in some instances," a bondmaid of his 
mother’s was known to preside in the courts of justice. It is there¬ 
fore not to be wondered at, that he should have been assailed in his 
palace, by Abftl lieijan the son of Hamdan, and Bazug, and other 
factious chiefs, who openly revolted against his authority, during the 
three hundred and seventeenth of the Hidjerah.* On this occasion hi£ 
old and faithful domestic Mouniss ul Khaudem, who had been com¬ 
pelled to join the insurgents, contrived by some means or other to 
enter the palace before them ; and made use of the opportunity to 
convey the Khalif, his mother and sister, and most of the individuals 
of his family, in safety to a house of his own. The insurgent chiefs 
proceeded, however, to raise Mahommed the son of Mfiatezzed to the 
Khelaufut, with the title of Ul Kaher B’illah. But some of the cham- 
"berlains or porters, and other inmates of the Khalif’s household being, 
on some pretext or other, refused admission by Bazug, they took 
.offence at his behaviour ; and two days afterwards assembling in arms, 
in the area before the palace of Ul KAher, with loud and tumultuous 
clamors, demanded their pay. They succeeded in getting into their 
power the persons of Bazfig and Eben Hamdan, both of whom they 
immediately put to death : after which, hastening to the dwelling 
house of Moi niss, where Muktedder had been secured against the 
designs of the rebels, they conveyed that prince, on their shoulders* 
hackagainintriumphtothepalace of.the Khelaufut; and there renewed 
their oaths of allegiance to him. 'The person of Ul K§her was con¬ 
signed to a prison ; and he survived, as we shall presently see, to re¬ 
sume the imperial dignity indeed, but to terminate his days in ultimate 
disgrace and wretchedness. 

At the conclusion of this year, on the eighth day of Zilhudje.f by the 
pilgrims denominated rouze-e-tezweiah—the day of decoration, Abut 
*A» D. 929, t Tenth pf January, A. D. 930, 
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A. H. 317. T&her the chief of the Keraumitah fell suddenly upon fhe city oP 

A* 930 ‘ Mekkah : and having plundered the place, and massacred near thirty 

Kholaussut- th ousant i persons, and otherwise committed incredible enormities in 
nl-akhDaur. r . .. ' 

the sacred sanctuary of Isslam, retired again into Bahareyne, taking 

with him the Hidjer-ul-asswad, or black rock of the Kaaubah. Not 
long afterwards he is howeversaid to have restored the Hidjer-ul-asswad» 
in consequence of an application from Abu Mahommed Abdullah, 
entitled Mehedy, the Issmauilite, king of Africa : although it is other¬ 
wise stated that this sacred relic continued in the hands of the Ker¬ 
aumitah, for a period of twenty years. 

In theyear three hundred and nineteen, it having been intimated to 
A D 931 the Khalif entertained some violent design against his person, 

Mouniss ul KhStdem suddenly quitted the metropolis without permis¬ 
sion ; and hastening to Mossule, he succeeded in taking possession of 
that city and the adjoining territory, and in assembling a competent 
force; at the head of which he shortly afterwards returned towards Bagh¬ 
dad. The wretched Mfiktedder drew out of the town with a design to 
give him battle ; but being basely abandoned by his troops, he fell into 
the hands of a body of Meghrebins, orLybian mercenaries; who imme¬ 
diately struck off his head, and conveyed it to the successful rebel. 

This, at the age of thirty eight, and after a turbulent and inglorious 
reign, according to our author, of four and twenty years, eleven months, 
and sixteen days, appears to have been the fate of Muktedder ; the 
misfortunes of whose government have been, by some writers, prin¬ 
cipally ascribed to the perpetual, and perhaps capricious variation, 
which he caused to take place among his ministers ; the Vizzaurut 
being transferred no less than fourteen different times, while he slum- 
bered,in luxury and idleness, in thepalace ofthe Khalifs. It is however 
here obvious to remark, that for the last sixty or seventy years, the 
power of these once formidable, and illustrious sovereigns had been 
on all sides rapidly declining; for, as we shall hereafter have occasion 
to commemorate more at large, by the usurpations of the sons ofLeiss 
on one side, of the more permanent and celebrated house of Saman 
on another, and of the rapacious Keraumitah on a third, that exten¬ 
sive empire which, at one period, embraced beneath its sway the vast 
and spacious dominions of fhe Persian monarchy, in the meridian of its 



177 


glory, li ad hy this time receded within the comparatively circumscribed A. H. gift, 
limits of Babylonia and Mesopotamia, the modem Arabian Irak, and A - p - 93k 
Jezzeirah ; with the addition, perhaps, of a precarious interest, which Kholaussut ' 
it still contrived to retain, in the adjoining provinces of Syria. 

Ul Kahee B’illah* Abfi Munsur Mahommed the son of Mftatez- 


zed, nineteenth Khalif ot the house of Abbas. 

The military chiefs and principal inhabitants of Baghdad uniting, on 
the death of the late Khalif, to pledge their allegiance to Ul Kaher, 
that prince conferred the dignity of the Vizzaurut on Abu Ally Eben 
Muklah, formerly mentioned, and that of H&jeb, or great chamberlain, 
upon AHy the son or Yelleik. The malignant disposition, however, 
which he exhibited in his treatment of the relatives and dependants, and 
particularly of the mother of his predecessor, whom, notwithstanding 
shelabouredih thelast stage of adropsy,hefinedin a large sum of money, 
and committed to the charge of his collectors until it was paid, soon 
furnished to the authors of his elevation, ample cause to regret their 
choice. But the discontent, which was brooding in the minds of his 
ministers, becoming known to the monarch, he contrived tor the pre¬ 
sent to protract the threatening evil ; by cutting off the chief of the 
eunuchs Mouniss ul Khaudem, with Yelleik the ehamberlain, and 
Ally, one of his sons. Eben Muklah the Vezzeir found means, how¬ 
ever, to escape : and by holding, from his retreat, a correspondence 
with the disaffected chiefs, continued to animate them to the design 
of dethroning their sovereign. Accordingly,'when all things indicated 
that the means of Ul Kaher’s humiliation were complete, Seyma. the 
captain of the Turkish, or Tartar guards, in conjunction with the 
other chiefs, seized the person of that prince ; and by passing the sear¬ 
ing instrument across his eyes, forever disqualified him from resuming 
the functions of the imperial dignity. In this state, he is said to have 
continued his miserable existence to the reign of Ul Mfiteia B’illah, 
for a period of fifteen, or sixteen years ; during which he was regularly 
seen every Friday, with other blind mendicants, at the gates of the 
principal mosque, soliciting the charity of the benevolent for the man, 
w ho but as yesterday was their sovereign ; although this day reduced 
to be their wretched supplicant. 


Ul Kaher B'it* 
lah, XIXth Kha¬ 
lif of the house of 
Abbas. 


* Dei gratia triumphans. 
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A. H. 322. The wretched U1 K&her was thus precipitated from his throne, at thfc 

A.D. 934. a g e G f fifty.two, in the second year of his reign, and the three hundred 
Khokussut- anc | twenty-second of the Hidjerah ; the office of Vezzeir haying been 
ml akhbaur. a ] ternate jy eX ercised under his authority, by Eben Muklah, by Ma- 
liommed the son of U1 Kaussem, and by Ahmed the son of Abdullah. 

UlRauzy, orRAUDHY B’ii,LAH,*Abfil Abbas Mahommed, the son 
ofMhktedder, twentieth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Having accomplished their design in the deposition of the unfortu¬ 
nate UlKaher, the heads of the conspiracy, and chief citizens of Pa^h- 
dad, proceeded to enlarge from imprisonment Mahommed the son of 
Mfiktedder; whom they immediately raised to the throne of the Eha- 
t^L Rauzy iif S} un d er the title of III Rauzy B’illah ; and however profuse, on his 
XXth Khalif accession, in his promises of the justice with which he was determined 
of the house to govern, and of the favors which he was disposed to dispense to his 
of Abbas, people, it would appear from the sequel, that the hopes thus inspired 
by the new monarch, were by no means intended to deceive. lie con¬ 
ferred the Vizzaurut first on Eben MuUah; but taking offence at 
the conduct of that minister, he removed- him in the course of three 
hundred and twenty-four, and vested the appointment in Abdufraih- 
man the son of Eissa. The continuance in office of the latter, and 
of several others who succeeded, was, however, not more durable than 
that of their predecessors. 

In the three hundred and twenty-fifth of the Hidjerah, Abu Buk- 
A D 937 k er ’ entitled Eben R&tek, and here designated the master spring, of 
perhaps key stone of the power of Ul Rauzy, entered into a compo¬ 
sition with Abfi Tkher the prince of the Keraumitah; by which, for the 
annual sum of fifty thousand dinaurs* of gold from the customs of 
Baghdad, that chief engaged to offer no further molestation to the pil¬ 
grims, on their way to Mekkah ; and thus a method was at last disco¬ 
vered to alleviate, in some degree, the mischiefs so long entailed 
upon Isslfim by. these ferocious schismatics. 

The very next year, the Vizzaurut being restored to Eben Muklah, 
andadisputearising between that minister and Eben R&tek, for the part 
which he was supposed to have taken in his former dismission, he 

* Dei gratia acquiescent 

t About 22,9101.13s. 4<1. at the lowest computation. 
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•flight to avenge the injftry by inviting to Baghdad one of the slaves 
of Murdauenje the son of Zebaur, prince of Daylem, whose name 
appears to have been Buhkem Makauny ; and who, after the assassi¬ 
nation of his benefactor, had contrived to subjugate some part of the 
territory of Arabian Ir&k. But the treacherous correspondence being 
detected by Eben Ratek,and laid before the Khalif, and the presence 
of the usurper in his capital but little according with the benevolent 
views of U1 Rauzy, he sent for Eben Muklah, and in terms of indigna¬ 
tion, taxed him with the odious treason, which he attempted to deny; 
but as his guilt was too clearly substantiated, he was immediately con¬ 
demned to lose his right hand: and the sentence w r as carried into 
execution, in spite of his loud and earnest intreaties, that that hand 
might be'spared, which had written so many copies of the Koran. It is 
further noticed as something singular, that this man should have been 
three times vezzeir, should have served three different Khalifs, performed 
three pilgrimages to Mekkah, and thrice fairly copied the sacred text 
of the Koran ; and lastly that he should have been three times buried. 

Notwithstanding all this, the Makaunian, in the course of the same 
year, contrary to the known and acknowledged intentions of U1 Rauzy, 
entered Baghdad; and Eben Rktek being compelled to fly for life, the 
intruder immediately usurped the absolute administration of affairs ; 
and either received, or extorted from U1 Rauzy'’the title of A meir-ul- 
tonra , first grandee, or lieutenant general of the empire, on this occa¬ 
sion first instituted under the government of the Khalifs: and from 
that moment may perhaps be properly dated the mere and absolute 
pageantry, the shadow of theii former splendor, which only, this illus¬ 
trious line of princes were henceforward suffered to retain. 

Three years subsequent to this usurpation, namely, in the former 
month of Rebbeia, of the year three hundred and twenty nine,* Rauzy, 
at the age of thirty-two, expired of a dropsical complaint; after having 
exercised a precarious authority for about six years and ten months. 
He bears with historians the character of having surpassed the major¬ 
ity of the monarchs of the house of Abbas, in accomplishments both 
natural and acquired, and particularly in the benevolent and liberal, 
qualities of his heart; and he his said to have left several poetical 
performances, as memorials of an elegant and cultivated mind. Con- 
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temporaries ■with him, were Emmaud-ud-doulah the Deyleraitefancf 
his brothers ; and Nasser the son of Ahmed the Samaunian, monarch 
of Transoxiana. 

Ul Mutekky* Ullah, Abfi Ishauk Ibrauhim, the son of MAk- 
tedder: twenty-first Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Being absent at Waussit, at the period of Ul Rauzy’s disolution, the 
Ameir-ul-umra, on intimation of that event, dispatched his instruc¬ 
tions to the Ulema, Kauzies, and chiefs of the H&shemites at Bagh¬ 
dad, requiring them to transfer their allegiance to any one of the race 
of Abbas, whom they conceived best qualified for the arduous charge 
ofthe imperial government. In conformity with these instructions, the 
principal inhabitants proceeded accordingly to deliberate on the choice 
ofasuccessorto,the vacant throne; and ultimately fixed upon Ibrauhiin 
the Son of Mftktedder, the brother of the late monarch, whom they 
immediately saluted Khalif with the title of Mutekky Ullah. 

But, that the proud sovereignty of the Khalifs was now reduced to 
a shadow, a convincing proof, if any were at all necessary, was exhi¬ 
bited in the conduct of the rapacious Ameir-ul-umra Buhkem, in the 
early part of this reign. For dispatching to Baghdad a division of 
his followers, they seized for his use the whole of thehorses,and camels, 
and other valuable effects of every description, hitherto deemed the 
exclusive property of the imperial family. The usurper did not, how¬ 
ever, long survive to felicitate himselfon thisaudacious actof successful 
spoliation ; for almost at the very moment of its execution, he was 
assassinated on a hunting party, by a native of Kurdestaun. On the 
death of this chief, who is otherwise favorably spoken of, for the rigor 
of his police, and the strictness with which he caused the laws to be 
executed against malefactors, the dignity of Ameir-ul-Amra was aspired 
to, by Abfi Abdullah Bureidy, at this period governor of Bassorah; who 
fo the attainment of theobject of his ambition, shortly afterwards ap¬ 
proached Baghdad ; but being successfully opposed in arms, by a body 
ofthe Tartar garrison, he was this'time compelled to recede from his 
design. 

The year following he returned, however, and made himself master 
of Baghdad; and in revenge for his former miscarriage, gave up that- 

• Pius, 
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tv re Lebed city to all the horrors of pillage and slaughter. Mutekky, A. H. 330. 
with aband of faithful followers,effected hisescapeinprivat to AIossul; A.P. 941. 
from whence he implored the assistance of Nasser-ud-doulah and his Kliolaussut- 
brother, the sons of Abdullah ben Ilamdan governor of Syria. Ineheer- 
ful compliance with his request, he was joined shortly afterwards by 
those chieftains at the head of a numerous force; with which they pro¬ 
ceeded to re-instate him, in the possession ofhis metropolis and authority. 

On intelligence ofthe Khalit’s approach thus powerfully supported, the 
Bureidian abandoned Baghdad, which was immediately re-occupied 
by its legitimate prince, the usurper retreating towards Waussit: but 
being closely pursued by Nasser-ud-doulah, he was overtaken on his 
march towards that place, in the neighborhood of Med&ein; where 
having ventured to give battle to his pursuer, he was shamefully de¬ 
feated, and driven to consult his safety by a precipitate flight. 

In the course of three hundred and thirty-one,* the dignity of Ameir 
ul limra, notwithstanding the alleged odiousness of his relative, appears 
to have devolved on Touzun, one ofthe kindred ofthe late Makau- 
nian ; but some jealousies having arisen to destroy the harmony, which 
might for a short time have subsisted between the prince and his min¬ 
ister, both parties had recourse to the sword; and the former having 
been defeated, was compelled in the following year to retire to Rakkah: 
from whence he now dispatched to solicit the aid of Ekhsheid, prince 
or governor of Egypt. That prince repaired shortly afterwards to Rak¬ 
kah, and endeavored to prevail upon Mutekky to accompany him to 
his province ; there to reside while a sufficient force should be assem¬ 
bling to avenge his wrongs. The Khalif, for reasons which are not 
explained, declined this invitation; chusing rather to risk the chance 
of an accommodation with his oppressor, to whom he accordingly ap¬ 
plied for peace. Convening the heads of the law and religion at Bagh¬ 
dad, the perfidious Touzfin, in their presence, and that of the messenger 
employed by Mfitekky on the occasion, took asolemn oath, that with¬ 
out the most distant conception of evil, he should henceforward ever 
retain for the Khalit’s authority, the most sincere loyalty and submis¬ 
sion : and to that effect, having drawn up, and executed a written en¬ 
gagement in due form, it was by the same messenger immediately 
transmitted to Mfttekky ; who most unadvisedly fell into the snare, 

*A. D. 943. 
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On receipt of this insidious paper, the IChalif, in spite of the remon¬ 
strances of both Nasser ud doulah and Seyfud doulah, and of Ekh- 
sheid governor of Egypt, proceeded towards Baghdad; and being met, on 
his arrival atthe canal of Eissa, by Touzun, he there received outwardly 
from that minister every mark of respect and duty, at the same moment 
that his agents were employed to conduct Abdullah the son of JVluk- 
teffy to the encampment, for the purpose of superseding him: but 
immediately on the arrival of Abdullah, the perfidious minister threw 
off the mask, seized the person of his unhappy sovereign, and, apply¬ 
ing the searing instrument to his eyes, forever bereaved him of sight. 

This event appears to have taken place in the three hundred and 
thirty-third of the Hidjerah, when Mfitekky had exercised his pre¬ 
carious authority for three years, and eleven months. He is stated 
to have survived his misfortune fora period of five and twenty years; 
namely, to the three hundred and fifty-eighth of the Hidjerah, when 
he quitted this life, and was buried somewhere on the western side of 
Baghdad. In addition to its other distresses, that unfortunate city 
experienced, during the reign of Mfitekky, the affliction of a severe 
famine: and we shall further remark, that contemporary with this 
ill-fated monarch, were the princes N&sser ben Ahmed, and his 
son Nuh, or Noah, the Samanides : and Emmaud-ud-doulah and his 
brothers, the Deylemites of the race of Btiyah. 

Ul Mustekfy B’illah,* Abul Kaussem Abdullah, the son of 
Mfikteffy, twenty-second Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Having circumvented, and deposed his sovereign in the manner above 
related, Touzfin proceeded to establish on the throne of the Khalits, 
Abdullah the son of-Mukteffy, the couzin german of the extruded mon¬ 
arch, with the title of Mustekfy orMustekeff'y B’tllah. The perfidious 
Ameir-ul-fimra was, however, not suffered long to triumph in the 
success of his iniquitous plans ; a signal, and almost immediate judg¬ 
ment would seem to have pursued him, for the violence of which he 
had been guilty towards the person of the unfortunate Alutekky ; for 
he was smitten with blindness, and died shortly afterwards, in the 
month of Mohurrim ofthe year three hundred and thirty-four.f 

The government of Baghdad, at this period become, very probably, 
an appendage to the dignity of Ameir-ul-umra, now devolved' upon, 

* Deigratiaiu iuteute suppltcaus. t August, A. D. 945. 
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*ne of the military chiefs, here called the son of Sheirzaud. This min- A. H. *34. 
ister proceeding, however, to exercise his authority with every species A - D - 945, 
of oppression and violence, the aituation of the tvretched inhabitants Kbolau.sut- 
becameto the last degree deplorable ; and intelligence of their suffer¬ 
ings being conveyed to Ahmed the son of Biiyah, who had by this 
time extended his conquests to-Ahuau#, that commander immediately 
directed his march towards Baghdad. The sonpf Sheirzaud, and the 
Turkish Maumluks terrified at his approach, abandoned the city and 
fled ; and Mustekfy conceived it expedient for a short time to follow 
their example. But Ahmed the son ofBuyah having soon afterwards* 
entered Baghdad, without opposition, the Khalif, among others, hast¬ 
ened to visit him; expressing the utmost joy and gratitude, that his 
presence should at last have relieved him from the apprehensions, 
under which he had continually lived, from the violence of the Turks. 

The son of Bfiyah made little difficulty in pledging his allegiance 
to Mtistekfy, and received from him, in return, the title of Muezz-ud- 
doulah, the glory of the state, by which we are henceforward to recog¬ 
nize him. For a few days, things appeared to proceed between them 
with considerable harmony; but a misunderstanding having ulti- , 

Vnately arisen, this phantom of a Khalif was, in the course of the very 
same year, seized by Muezz-ud-doulah, and like some of his prede¬ 
cessors, condemned to lose his eye-sight'; in which situation he, 
however, survived to the year three hundred and thirty-eight. 

Milstekfy had attained to the age of forty-one, before he was called 
to the now meagre, and unsubstantial honorsofthe Khelaufut ; which, 
however nominal, he was not suffered to enjoy beyond the circum¬ 
scribed period of sixteen months ; having been degraded from his 
authority, and condemned to languish in perpetual night in the 
year three hundred and thirty-four. The office of Vezzeir, which 
still subsisted, though shorn of all its splendor, was held during the 
reign of Mfistekfy, by Abul Ferrah Mahommed the son of Ally. Con¬ 
temporary with this Khalif were Null the son ofMunser, or Munsur, 
the Samaunian ; and Emmaud-ud-doulah the Deylemite, with his 
brothers Rokken-fid-doulah, and Muezz-ud-doulah; the latter ofwhom 
became, as we have just seen, the author of his misfortunes and disgrace. 

* On the llth of.the former Jummaudy, or 18th of December, A. D, 945. 
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U 'L Muteia Ullah* Abiil Kaussem Fazzel, the son of Milk* 
tedder, twenty-third Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Having confirmed, instead of alleviating the degraded state of the 
Khelaufut, by the sufferings inflicted upon the deposed Mustekfy, 
the Deylemite proceeded to the further exercise of his power, by rais¬ 
ing Fazzel the son of Muktedderto the sovereign dignity, with the title 
of Muteia Ullah ; providing, at the same time, that he should not forget 
his humiliating dependence, by the appointment of an agent, to note 
and keepa regular account of, the receiptand expenditure ofthe pageant 
prince. So totally indeed, according to our author, was the represen¬ 
tative ofthe house of Abbas excluded from any influence in the govern¬ 
ment, during the ministry of Muezz-ud-doulah, that it was tor some 
time in the contemplation of that minister, to t.ansfer the Khelaufut 
altogether, to AbfilHussun Mahommedthe son of Vaheya theZeidian; 
from an opinion, which lie appeared to have embraced, of the superior 
claims ofthe decendants of Ally : but from the execution of this design 
he was dissuaded by his Vezzeir Abu Jaulfer Mahommed the Zem- 
meirian; who proved to him, by the most convincing arguments, that 
such a change in the succession would be inevitably followed by the 
subversion of his own power. 

Such being the absolute nullity to which his power was reduced, 
itis perhaps not extraordinary that, during the comparatively protracted 
reign of Mftteia, theonly circumstance which our author has conceived 
worthy of record, is the restoration, in three hundred and thirty niir .-j* 
of the hidjer-ul-asswad, by the Keraumitah ; who having brought it 
to the city of Kufah, and fastened it to one of the pillars of the prin¬ 
cipal mosque at that place,there left it; with the information, tiiat it was 
by command they had taken it away, and by command they now 


• Deo subiuisbus, vel-submitteu.,. -j D. 9oU, 



restored it. The venerated marble was soon afterwards conveyed by the 
faithful Mahommedans to Mekkah, and there fixed in its proper place. 
And it is moreover added, on the authority of another work,* that, 
although in conveying it to the country of their abode, the Keraumitah 
disabled forty camels in the undertaking, the single camel which was 
employedon this occasion by the Mosslems, to carry it back to Mekkah, 
throve to an extraordinary degree under the sacred burden. 

It w ill be seen in a subsequent page of this work, that Mtiezz-ud- 
doulah dying in the course of three hundred and fifty six, he was suc¬ 
ceeded as Ameir-ul-umra, by his son and successor, Ezz-ud-doulah 
Bukhtiaur: whichjdoes not however appear to have produced any change 
in the destiny of the llhelaufut. Be this as it may, on the thirteenth 
of the month ofZilkauda’n, of the year three hundred and sixty three, •j' 
the shadow of authority which remained to him, was abdicated by 
Muteia, in consequence of a stroke of the palsy, in favor of his son 
Abdul Kereim. He survived his abdication about two months. 

The reign of this prince appears to have occupied a period of twenty 
eight solar , or twenty nine lunar years, and five or six months ; and 
contemporary with him were Nfth or Nouh and his son Abdulm61ek, 
the Samanides, monarchs of Bokhara; and Emmaud-ud-doulah, his 
brothers, and nephew Ezzed-ud-doulah the son of Rokken-ud-doulah 
the Deylemites. 

Ul, Taeia UllahJ Abfi Bukker Abdul Kereim, the son of Muteia, 
twenty-fourth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

The throne of the Khalifs having been abdicated by bis father, in 
the manner just related, the military chiefs, and principal inhabitants 
of the metropolis appear to have submitted without debate to the au¬ 
thority of Abdul Kereim, under the title of Ul Theia Ullah; but the 
• dissensions which broke out at the very commencement of his reign, 
between Ezz-ud-doulah Bukhtiaur the Ameir-ul-umra, and the Turk¬ 
ish mercenaries, afforded but a fearful prospect of the advantages of 
loyalty. In the mean time, Ezz-ud-doulah withdrawing with precipi¬ 
tation towards Waussit, in order to solicit th- aid of his couz in Ezzed- 
wd-donlah, the Khalif was compelled to accompany the Turks in then; 

• The Tarikh g&zeiUab.. t Thii\l pi September, A. D. 974. J Peo submitters, 
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A. H. f*iM. pursuit of him to the walls of that city ; before which several conflicts 
A D ‘ now took place, terminating for the most part to the disadvantage and 
taUkhtaur' defeat ofBukhtianr. 

But Ezzed-ud-doulah advancing into Arabian Irak in the course of 
1 the succeeding year, to the relief of his kinsman, and theTurks flying 
: t6wards Baghdad, on his arrival near Waussit, they were immediately 
pursued, in their turn, by the two couzins now united. Baghd&d was 
soon afterwardsagain subjugated to the power of the Deylemites. U1 
Taeia received, however, from the conquerors every mark of veneration 
and respect; andEzzed-ud-doulah, having re-established his kinsman 
in the dignity .of AmMr-ul-ftmra, returned in triumph into Farss. 

From a misunderstanding which had, however, arisen with his rela¬ 
tive, Ezzrd-ud-doulah in three hundred and sixty six, re-appeared before 
Baghdad at the head of his troops; and having succeeded after a tedious 
and obstinate course of hostilities, in dispossessing Ezz-ud-doulah # of 
theeity, compelled him in the following year, three hundred and sixty 
seven, to retire into Syria. In that province Ezz-ud-doulah unforta* 
nately contrived to raise a body of troops, with which he hastened once 
more towards Baghdad ; and his kinsman advanced to give him battle. 
He was defeated and taken prisoner in the neighbourhood of Tekreit, 
and immediately put to death. Ezzed-ud-doulah survived this period 
about fiveyears—to the year three hundred and seventy-two; when he 
died, and was succeeded in all his powers and possessions by his son, 
with the title of Sumsaum-ud-doulah. 

At the hazard of being taxed with equal credulity, we are here com¬ 
pelled to mention from our author, as a circumstance which heprofefc- 
ses torelateonthe concurring testimony of historians, that in the course 
of the year three hundred and seventy-four,* a prodigious animal, in size 
surpassing an elephant, and of the feathered race according to some 
writers, was observed to emerge from the sea of Omman; and taking its 
station on the summit of an adjoining tumulus, to utter in distinct 
and excellent Arabic, the words “ Kuddi-Kurreba,” three different 
times, directing its voide, and looking eastwards. This was repeated 
for three days successively, after which it totally disappeared. The 

•These two names are so easily confounded, tha* it may be necessary to remark, that tb« 
fisuucr signifies the arm, and tile tatter the glory of the state. 

t A. V. yat-o. 
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♦kptesaions may be alleged to signify either, “ the separation, or the re¬ 
surrection, is at hand.” But of what nature the animal, or what strange 
event it might be construed to prognosticate is not exactly explained. 
On the authority of theTarikhguzeidah, however, it may be added that 
during the same year, the province ofHejauz, including the two sacred 
cities, was wrested by the Issmauilians from the dominion of the 
house of Abbas. 

Through some malignant motive, either of jealousy or ambition, art 
army was conducted in the course of three hundred and seventy-six,* 
by Shurf-ud-doulah, to the attack of his brother Sumsaum-ud-doulah, 
at Baghdad; and the latter imprudently relying on the influence of 
fraternal affection, and repairing to the camp of his aggressor, found 
in imprisonment ample occasion to regret his imbecility. On his 
entrance into Baghdad shortly afterwards, Shurf-ud-doulah evinced, 
how'ever, for U1 Theia every outward proof of respect, and suffered 
:him as before to retain the trappings of imperial splendor. 

On the death of Shurf-ud-doulah in the three hundred and seventy- 
ninth of the Hidjerah,* he was succeeded in the dignity of Ameir-ul- 
timra, by his brother Abti Nasser Feyroz Khossrou, who received 
the title of Beha-ud-doulah. The year following, the avarice of this 
man being attracted by the rich effects, of which the representative 
of the house of Abbas was yet allowed to retain possession, he 
solicited one day, on some pretext or other, permission to visit the 
palace of the lvhelaufut : where having seated himself, according to 
custom, in a chair of state, in the presence of U1 Taeia, and several 
..of the Deylemite commanders pressing forwards at the same time, the 
Khalif, on the supposition that it was for the purpose of kissing his 
hands, very graciously extended them towards the intruders. The 
Deylemites in mediately seied him by the arms, and forcing him from 
his throne, conveyed the wretched monarch to another apartment: 
while Behk-ud-doulah employed the opportunity to appropriate his 
treasure and valuables. At the same time messengers were dispatched 
to invite Ahmed the son of Ishauk, the grandson of Muktedder, now 
residing at Tenjah, or Mekkah sometimes so denominated, to tak& 
possession of the throne of his nephew. 

* A .D..8J-7. t A. D. 989, 
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A. H. 331. U 1 ^TKeiais said to have occupied the throne of the Khftltfe for % 
R "*• period of seventeen years, nine months and some days; by which 
we are ^d to conc bfde that his degradation took place from the four¬ 
teenth to the twentieth of Shabaun,* of the year three hundred and 
eighty-one. It is however added, that he survived his humiliation 
for a nnmber of years, was -admitted to a considerable degree of friend* 
ship, and to the society of his successor, and died after all at the 
mature age of sixty-nine. 

Ul, Kader B’iLLAH,f Abul Abbas Ahmed the son of Ishauk, 
son of Muktedder, twenty-fifth Khalif of the house uf Abbas. 

Ut. Kader B’il- With the common failing of contracted minds, a predilection for 
lit of the bouse'of marve ^ ous i our annalist ushers in his very concise account of the 
Abbas, long reign of Ul Kader, with the following circumstances ; which he 

'proceeds to communicate on the authority of Heybut Ullah, the 
secretary of Muhuzzeb-ud-doulah the Deylemite. 

Towards the close of the preceding reign, apprehensive that Ul 
Taeia was meditating some designs hostile to his person, the grand¬ 
son of Mfiktedder fled for protection to Mfihuzzeb-ud-doulah, who 
kept his court at that period at Tenjah ;$ but whether this has any 
allusion to Mekkah, as recently advanced, must still remain in some 
degree of uncertainty. Be this, however, as it may, Heybut Ullah 
the secretary already mentioned, repairing one day to the abode of 
the imperial fugitive, found him involved in deep reflection, and pro¬ 
ceeded to demand the reason. Ahmed informed him, without reserve> 
that the night before he had been visited, by what he conceived to be 
A very singular dream, which he then described. The city he ima¬ 
gined to be surrounded by a vast and sudden inundation ; and 
while the inhabitants were busily employed in laying a bridge to effect 
their escape from it, and he was contemplating with astonishment the 
prodigious expanse of waters which extended on all sides of him, he 
thought he perceived, at the opposite extremity of the bridge, a per¬ 
son, who called to him to know, if he was desirous of being conveyed 
safe over this tremendous inundation. Havingreadily replied in the affir¬ 
mative, he thought the stranger stretched out his hand, and drew him i« 

* 2 >tli to 31st of October, 991. t Dei gratii potens. 

J There is a place of this name west of Katif, on the gulph of Persia. 
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Safety to the ether side'.! that, his surprise being considerably aug¬ 
mented by the circumstance, he expressed a desire to learn to whom 
he was indebted for his miraculous deliverance; and received the fol¬ 
lowing reply. I am Ally tHeNsott of Abitauleb—the moment is at 
“ hand when thou shalt be raised to the Khelaufht—it will behove 
“ thee to protect, and befriend my children, and the advocates of my 
“family." When Ahmed had proceeded thus far in his relation, the 
Voices of the messengers, who had been dispatched by Beh&-ud-dou'- 
lah to invite him to Baghdad, were heard at the door; and he was 
immediately dismissed to avail himself ofhistexalted destiny, with an. 
equipment, adequate to his rank, provided by the liberality of Mu- 
h uzzeb-ud-doulah. 

On his arrival in the neighborhood of the metropolis, the Khalif elect 
Was met by the regent, and all the principal inhabitants ; and oft the 
spot received their pledge of allegiance, with the'title of U1 KAder 
B'illah. He entered Baghdad on the thirteenth of the month of Bam- 
zaun ;*and we might be led to imagine that his reign commenced under 
auspices the most favorable, since it is here stated, that on his entrance 
into his capital, the aflairs of the Khelaufut immediately assumed an 
appearance of regularity and system ; and that the power hitherto exer¬ 
cised by the princes of the race of Bftyah, was not much longer peri 
mitted to retain its over-bearing and oppressive predominance. 

Under the year three hundred and eighty-three we find it, however, 
noticed, that Sekeinah the daughter of BelA-ud-doulah should havfe 
been espoused by U1 KAder, whose spiritual supremacy does not yet 
appear to have been acknowledged in the great province of Khoras- 
saun. The people of that province resenting that a blarfteless and 
unoffending Imaum should have been dethroned without a cause ; and 
therefore continuingboth the Khotbah, and the coinage, in the name of 
U1 Thcia, until the period between the years three hundred and eighty- 
seven and eighty-nine. When, the whole country being subjugated by 
the arms of Sultan Mahmud Ghauzi, of Ghezni, that monarch, in con¬ 
sequence of the friendship which had been recently established 
between them, and peradventure of the imperial robe or mantle, and 
the title of Yemein-ud-doulah transmitted to him by the Khalif 
* Twenty-second of November, A. D. 891. 
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directed the Khotbahto be thence forward pronounced in the name 
of U1 Kfkder. 

In three hundred and ninety-nine,* the province of Syria was reco¬ 
vered from H&kem the son of Azziz the Issmauilian, by the Benni 
Kulaub ; and about the same period Beh&-ud-doulah, and the princi¬ 
pal inhabitants of Mossfile were invited by the prince of Egypt of 
that race, to acknowledge the descendants of Fatima, as rightful heirs 
to the Khelaufut. The letters and presents which were transmitted 
on the occasion being, however, rejected through the zeal and influ¬ 
ence of Kauzy Abh Jauffer, and conveyed by him to U1 K&der, they 
were publicly burnt, before the gates ofthe Khalif’s palace at Baghdad : 
and the Kauzy, whose exertions had been so seasonably and success¬ 
fully employed to retain the nobles of Mossule in their allegiance, was 
rewarded, in a double proportion to the value of the presents received 
from the Fatimite. 

In the latter Jummaudy ofthe year four hundred and three,f on the 
death of his father Behk-ud-doulah, the dignity of Ameir-ul-umra 
devolved to SAlt&n-ud-doulah, with whom it continued to the year 
four hundred and eleven ; when the arms of his brother MAshurref- 
ud-doulah prevailing, the government of Baghdad was transferred to 
that prince. 

. Having nominated his son Abdullah to succeed him in the empire 
with the title of U1 K&eim B’immer Ullah, so far back as the year four 
hundred and sixteen, the Khalif ul Kader reposed himself in the arms, 
of death, in the last month of the four hundred and twenty-second of 
the Hidjerah at the very advanced age of eighty-six, and after a 
protracted reign of one and forty years. 

Ul K&der has acquired with historians the character of a temperate, 
just, and pious prince, eminent for his many amiable and laudable 
qualities; for which, as some compensation even in this life, an Al¬ 
mighty providence blessed him with a long, and prosperous reign. 

We cannot here omit the circumstance, that it was at the court of 
Ul K&der that the prince of Persian bards, the celebrated Ferdoussy, 
sought an asylum against the vengeance of Mahmud Sebektekein. 
In the letter which that formidable conqueror wrote on the occasion, 
he is stated to have threatened, that if the object of his wrath wa» 
• A. D. 1008. t December, 1012. $ December, 1031. * 



4 hoi'dellv > ered up, theproudpalacesofBaghd&dslfouldbe trampled todust 
under the hoofs of his elephants ; to which the Khalif returned no other 
reply than a laconic reference to the fate of Abrahah-ul-ashrem, and 
the Ass-haubxul-feil,* well known jn Arabian story ; and this was 
superscribed on the back of Mahmud’s angry epistle. 

Contemporary with U1 K&der were, as we have briefly shewn, Sul¬ 
tan Mahmud above mentioned, and his son Mfissaoud, of Gheznin, or 
Ghezni: Behk-ud-doulah and Sultaun-ud-doulah the Deylemites ; 
and the princes Nouh, or Nuh, the son of Munsur, and Muns&r and 
Abdulmfdek the sons of Nouh of Bokhara. The power of the house 
of S&man became However extinguished, in the early part of this 
reign, in the death of Issm&il the son of Nouh, entitled Muntesser, 
who was assassinated in the former Rebbeia of the year three hun¬ 
dred and ninety-five, as will be noticed hereafter in its proper place, 
by one of the agents of Sultan Mahmfid. 

Ul Kaeim B’immer Ullah,* Abu Jauffer Abdullah, the son of 
U1 Kader, twenty-sixth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Immediately on the death of his father the allegiance of the people 
of Baghdad was renewed with due solemnity to Ul Kfreim. But the 
power of the Khelaufut being by this time reduced to little better 
than the name, the substance is to besought for in the transactions of 
those ministers, who, under the title of Ameir-ul-ftmra, or whatever 
other appellation, successively usurped the entire authority of the 
state. 

Jullaul-u#.doulah dying in Shabaun, of the year four hundred and 
thirty-five, his nephew Abu Kaliniar Merzehann, quitted Shirauz; 
the metropolis of the race of Buyah ; and proceeding to Baghdad, was 
invested, on his arrival in that city, in the course of the year follow¬ 
ing, with the dignity of Ameir-ul-Amra, which he retained to the 
period of his death in four hundred and forty ; being then succeeded 
by his s.on Ul Melek-ur-raheim Khossrou Feyrouz. 

Unhappily, some dissension arising between * the Keiss-ur-roussa t 
the vezzeir of Ul Kaeim, and Ifo&saussery, who held a distinguished 
rank ainonsr the Deylemites, the latter chief, in the course of four 
Juindred’and forty-seven, withdrew from Baghdad; and proceeding 

* Sae tire incident described is Sale’s Korin, toI. II. p. 510, in the note, 
f Dei mandate locum tenens, 
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A. H. 447.1 to commit ©very species of depredation throughout the country, dt$* 

A- D« 1055. patched to demand the assistance of Mustanser the Fatimite, at this* 

KholauMut- period prince of Egypt. The demand was readily complied with, 
ul-afcbbaor. , , * , , , . 

and the lyretched metropolis of the house of Abbas became again the 

scene of tumultuous rage and disturbance ; to that degree, that it was 
found necessary to fortify with a ditch and rampart the great mosque 
ef Fakher-ud-doulah the Deylemite, situated in the western quartet 
of Baghdad ; in order to protect the people, while at their devotions, 
against the violence of the licentious depredators, by whom the placn 
was so cruelfyAnfested, , 

, Such was the state of Baghdad, when it attracted the attention of 
Toghrel Beg, of the race of Seljuk, who had about this crisis estab¬ 
lished his authority in Khorassaun, and Persian Irkk ; and to whom an 
alleged* invitation from U1 Kaeim to relieve him and his people from 
the effect of these convulsions, afforded a favorable pretext for extend¬ 
ing his conquests westwards. He accordingly appeared before Bagh¬ 
dad, and encamped in irresistible force before the gate of Shammaus- 
siah, on Monday the twenty-fifth of Ramzaun, of the year four hun¬ 
dred and forty-seven .jr 

The month however had closed, when some dispute occurring be* 
tween the town’s people and the troopsofToghrel, with respect to some 
business in the market; and the inhabitants proceeding to assail the 
soldiery with stones, it soon increase!} into a serious affray, in which 
many were killed on both sides ; and it ended in a general pillage of the 
placd by the Beljukians. In the mean time, ascribing fKe tumult to 
some contrivance on the part of MelkAr-raheim, Toghrel Beg sent to 
intimate to U1 Kaeim, that if be were truly unconcerned in promoting 
the iedition, that minister would immediately repair to him. As it 
was thought prudent to comply with the intimation, the unfortunate 
fci&i&tev.no sooner entered the camp of the Seljukian, than his person 
was seized, and he was condemned to pass the remainder, of his days in 
a prasoHv 

In the course Of the sueceeding ye<|r, Toghrel Beg became master of 
Mfossule, and the.adjoining territory, whidh had been seized by the 
tebel fiessaussery ; but being unexpectedly summoned into Persian 
Irak in$b£ year fo.ur hundred, and fifty,* to quell revolt of bio 
* Tarikb g&ccUlab. f Seventeeath of.£«ceu>b*% 105b. 
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ffis cofttemporaries were, itt Gheani, Mtis «ud, Mahommed, and a. «. 4st 
Abdurreshid the sons of Sfiltan Mahmfid Gh&zi; Moiid&d, Ally, and A - P 10 ? 5 ; 
Ibrauhim, the sons of Mussaoud, and another Mftss&oud the son of 
Moudfid : in the two countries of Ir&k and PasSS, Jullanl-ud-doutah, 
Emmaud-tid-dein Ullah, and Melk-uf-raheim the Deylemites, whose 
|>ower was How extinguished ; and latterly in all these countries, 

Ghezni excepted, Toghfel Beg, succeeded by Alep Arslan, and his 
son Melek Shah, of the race <jf Seljuk. 

Ul Mukteddy B’illah* Abul Ka#ssetn Abdullah the soiTdf 
U1 Kaeim, twenty-(iventh Khalifof the house of Abbas. 

While sortie historians are agreed in considering this prince as im- KliolaaaM^ 
mediately the son ofUl Ktieim, there are others who state that he was ul-Ahbd*. 
the grandson only of the deceased monarch, by orte_of his children 
who bore the name of Zekheir-ud-dein. Be this however as it may, u L Mukteo* 
the nobles and principalinhabi tan ts of Baghdad renewed, without serif- 
pie, the allegiance already pledged during the life of his predecessor, the \ t0 ^ 
and quietly submitted to the authority of Mukteddy: that authority ^ Aftbas. 
which Was now more than ever confined within the lofty enclosures 
of the palace of Baghdad, and beyond which, with a few slight and tran¬ 
sient exceptions, it was never again suffered to extend any substantial 
influence, or eontroul. 

During the year four hundred and seventy-nine,the twelfth of 
Mukteddy, the city of Baghdad received a peaceful visit from Sul¬ 
tan Melek Shah, the glory of the race of Seljfik ; whose deportment 
towards the iifUlstrious representative of the house of Abbas, is des¬ 
cribed to have evinced the utmost respect and reverence. In the 
month ofSuffut of the year following ,% that monarch returned to his 
capital of Isfahaun ; from whence his daughter, who had been already 
betrothed to 'Mukteddy, was by his directions conducted to Baghdad, 
in a style of Unparalleled splendor. The princess was received on her 
arrival with extraordinary rejoicings ; and she entered the metropolis 
accompanied by the whole court of her imperial consort, amidst an 
illumination which eclipsed the stirs, and set the firmamefftinablaA. 

This was followed, the next day, by an ente'rfcinment of unexampled 
costand magnificence ; of the expenditure of which in other^artictes, 

Qgme estimate may be formed, when it is said, in that of sugar only, to 
Dei gruiS asseOlrt** + A. DM086. J May, 1087. 
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Av H.' 480. have amounted to forty thousand muons or tnaunds ; and this, enlcu- 
A. D. 1087. a t e quarter of a hundred weight per maund, will exhibit the 
^ i h ” l i a 1 ussut 'moderate total of five hundred tons. v 

Under some circumstances of displeasure with her imperial spouse* 
the daughter of Meiek Shah thought fit, notwithstanding, to return, 
in the course of four hundred and eighty-one, to the court and proteo^ 
tion of her father, where, she died shortly afterwards. 

In the year four hundred and eighty-four Meiek Shah again visi ted 
Baghdad ; and the year folkjving, this illustrious monarch, having been 
seized with a fit of illness on a hunting party inJ:he neighborhood of 
that city, expired in tfie month of Shavaul,* just eighteen days after the 
execution of his admired, and faithful minister Nizhm-ul-mhlk. O.f 
Melfek Shah we shall however have occasion to relate some further 
particulars, when we come to treat more immediately of this branch 
of the race of Seljuk. 

And, in the month of Mohurrim, of the year four hundred and 
eighty-seventhe Khalif Mukteddy also finished his earthly career 
at the age of thirty nine;-having supported the pageantry of the Khe- 
laufut for a period of nineteen lunar years, and four or five months, 
Contemporary with this prince were, as above recited, Sultan Meiek 
Shah, and latterly his son Sultan Berguikruk, of the race of Seljuk, 
in Persia and Transoxiana^ and in Ghezni, Ibrauhim Shah the^on 
of Mussaoud. It may also be of importance to observe that, accor¬ 
ding to the Tarikh gfizeid^h, it was during the Khelaufut of Mfik- 
teddy, about the year fopr hundred and eighty-threedf that Hussun 
Sabah the first Shaikh-ul-jebbel, or old man of the mountain, in the 
fortress of A1 Mowut, or castle of the eagles, in the neighborhood 
of Kazvein, (the foundation of which is ascribed to Hussain the Zei- 
dite in the time Of Mutewukkel) proclaimed the doctrines of the Iss- 
inauilians, or Bow,^tinists ; which continued to be disseminated from 
thence by that Fanatic and his successors, until their impregnable 
retreat was finally surrendered to Hollaku, in the six hundredand fifty- 
^ourtbgd’-tfie Hidjerah. 

» Ur. Mustezhir orMusTEZEHiR B’illah,§ Abfil Abbas Ahmpd 
U*. Mustez- ^ son ^ Mukteddy, twenty-eighth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

XXVIIItiikha> With the immediate concurrence of Sultan Bergpiaruk the son of 
Kf. Meiek Shah, then on the spot at Baghdad, the, throne or' the Khalif 

* November, 1002. t January, 1094. A. D. 1000. $ Dei gratia defensus. 



Maternal brother Ibrauhim Niaid, who had takeii possession of Ham- A. H. 4»*» 
adau'n, Toghrel Was constrained to draw his troops: to the eastward, A ~ D - 10&9 - 
in the midst of his triumphs ; and Bessdussery taking' advantage of Kholaussut * 
his absence, hastened to Baghdad, and there imprisoning the person “^^ur. 
of U1 K&eim, in Zilkaudah of the same year, proceeded to pronounce 
,the Khotbah in the name of Mustanser, the Fktimite Khalif of Egypt 
already alluded to. 

As soon, however, as Toghrel Beg had extinguished the ill-timed 
and ill-advised rebellion of his brother, he resumed his designs upon 
Western Irak, and put his troops ; again iu march for Baghdad; which 
was abandoned at his approach by the usurper Bessaussery. The 
Khalif U1 KAeim was now enlarged from his confinement, and pro¬ 
ceeded to meet the Seljakian monarch ; who dismounting at bis 
appearance, kissed the ground before him, and continued' walking by 
the side ofhis horse', ufitil invited to remount by the title of Roktc&n~ 
ul-dtiitlah. The two pririecs re-entered Baghdad together on this 
occasion, in the latter‘part of Zilkaudah of the year four hundred and 
fifty-one.* Bessaussery was immediately pursued to the neighbor¬ 
hood of Kufali, where he was overtaken before the conclusion of the 
year ; and falling into the hands of the Sfiltan’s advanced guard, his 
head was struck off without much ceremony, and transmitted to that 
monarch ; who is said to have lamented this anticipation ofhis'justice,. 
since it deprived him of the opportunity which he had in contempla- 
tio\l, of returning good for evil .f 

The person* whose fate we have just recorded, and whose spirited 
exertions, in spite of repeated discomfiture, to resist the arms'of Toghrel 
Beg, have been detailed at considerable length by several respect¬ 
able authorities, was originally the slave of Beha-ud-doulah the 
Deylemite, and in early life bore the name of Arsten—the lion. He 
al^o bore indiscriminately the names of Abul Hareth, and Bessaus¬ 
sery ; the latter from the place ofhis nativity near Shirauz, of which 
city he held the government for some time, under the authority of 
his master. 

Tranquillity being at last thoroughly established, Uliliaeim deterl 
mined* by a double connubial tie, Ho complete his alliance withTogh- 
1 December, 105q, f Tari|tbg6zeidak 
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,A. H. 4»U*el*Beg; and fo«4his purpose he bestowed upon that monarch 
_. P ~ 108Q ‘ daughter, the princess Seydah Khatun, taking to himself Arslan 
cfi&ekjab ^katun, the-daughter of Tchegher Beg, tjio sister ©f the celebrated 
Alep Arslan, and niece of Toghrel. The year following he declared 
his son Abdullah successor to tire throne of the Khalifs by the title 
! of Mhkteddy B’jilah. 

The month of Ramzaun of the year four hnndred and fifty-five* was 
.tdkti Banished by the death of ToghrelBeg, who expired at Rai, whi¬ 
ther, at the,age of seventy, he had proceeded to consummate his union 
with the daughter .of U1 Kaeim. He was succeeded in ,his extensiye 
dominions by Alep Arslan Mahommed. his nephew, the son of Tchegh- 
•er Beg, already mentioned. Eitkein Sulimauny was immediately 
; dispatched by that prinee^to assume thegovernment of Baghdad ; and 
<With him it continued to the year four hundred and sixty-four,f when 
it was conferred upon Saud-ud-doulah Gouher Eyne ; who hftd 
recently distinguished himself by the capture of an emperor of Con¬ 
stantinople, vanquished in a great battle by the renowned Alep 
Arslan ; as will be hereafter noticed. 

That fearless monarch was, however, assassinated in the very year 
following, on bis match towards Transaxiana, by Yussuf Kotwayl, 
the governor of a petty fortress on the banks of the Jeyhun ; whom 
he had'comlemned to die, for what be conceived to have been a rash 
and unwarrantable defence of his post. Alep Arslan was succeeded 
by his son Melek Shah, the most accomplished and illustrious of the 
race ofSeljfik. 

About two years subsequent to that period, namely, in the middle 
of Shabaun, of the four hundred and sixty-seventh of the Hidjerah,J 
died the Khaleifah U1 KAeim, at the age of seventy-six years, three 
months, and fiveilltys; and after having exercised the precarious fujtc- 
tions of his station, how almost totally spiritualized, for the long 
interval of forty-four lunar years, eight months, and two days ; which 
added to the period of his fatherV reign, is observed to have nearly 
•qualed the entire duration of the power of the house of Ommeyah. 

U1 Kaefc is considered to have been a learned, prudent, and elo* 
ajuent -priime, of distinguished virtue and liberality of spirit. 


* September, A. D. 1063. f A. D. 1071, J April, A. D. 407% 



this -cec^ion, It terminated ijp tl)g courge of the year five h«^4re4 and 
seventeen, in open hostility. Jn a desperate battle which took place, 
between the parties, t,fie issue was favorable to the standard of Mus- 
tershid, who returned in triumph %Q his metropolis ; while Weiss the 
vanquished rebel withdrew to the court of Sultan Toghfel the Selju- 
jkian ; whom, about two years subsequent to hjs defeat, that is in the 
five hundred and nineteenth pf the Hidjerah, he prevailed upon to 
undertake the reduction of Baghdad. The Kbalif, however, resolutely 
prepared to repel the danger, and assembling his troops, proceeded at 
their head to oppose fhe invaders. Receiving intelligence of tfie 
departure ot Mustershid .from his capital, his aggressors conceived it 
expedient .to separate their force ; Sultan Toghrel directing his marsh 
immediately for Baghdad, while the rebellious Weiss sought to oppose 
himself to the person of his sovereign. It happened, providentially at 
this crisis, that Sultan Togrel should experience a severe attack of 
fever and ague, 'and such heavy and incessant rains came on, as to 
render the march of the Seljukians totally impracticable. At the 
came period, Weiss was endeavoring by a forced march under eover 
of the night, to surprise the camp of Mfistershid: but losing his way 5 
he continued to wander about at tfiehead of bis troops untjl day light; 
whe» exhausted with fatigue and-exertion, h^was compelled to 
encamp on the first plain that presented itself. To complete t£e 
Chain of circumstances, which fortuitously concurred to liberate Mus¬ 
tershid, from the danger which thus menaced him on all sides, that 
monarch, who had been abandoned by the greater part of his army on 
information that Sultan Toghrel was pushing, for Baghdad, chanced 
to arrive with a few followers, on the very spot where, the division of 
Weiss lay encamped, overwhelmed in sleep and weariness. The 
astonished rebel awoke to the mortification qfcbeing a suppliant ^br 
life,at the mercy oflfis offended sovereign; who gave, op thus occasion, 
a further proof of his clement spirit by pardoning the traitor, and, suf¬ 
fering him to rejoin the troops of Sultan Toghrel; whom he accom¬ 
panied on his retreat to Hamadaun. 

Stlltan Mabmftd the, son of Mahommed,; and. grajplson of M#tek 
Shah the first, dying in the mqijth of Shavaul of the year fiye^undred 
an ^twenty five, the Khotbah was recited at Baghdad, early in the? 
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course of the year ensuing, in th'4 name of his surviving brother Sultan* 
Mfissctoud. But some of the principal officers of that monarch with¬ 
drawing to Baghdad, through fear of their master’s displeasure, in the 
course of five hundred and twenty nine, fatally prevailed on Mfistershid 
to strike his name from the public invocations and prayers, and to lead 
an army to attack the dominions of the Seljukiafl. In the neighbor¬ 
hood of Dainur he was met and defeated by Sultan Mhssaoud ; and 
disdaining to quit the field of battle, fell together with his Yezzeir into 
the hands of the conqueror, who committing his illustrious captive to 
the Custody of a proper escort, proceeded with him into Azerbhijaun. 

On his arrival at Meraughsth the Sultan'cbnceived the design of set¬ 
ting his captive at large; on his engaging to remit him annually, from 
the revenues of Baghdad the sum oftwo hundred thousand dinaurs,* 
and to abstain for the future from all hostility. But while this arrange¬ 
ment was, either really or pretendedly, in contemplation, one of the 
devoted enthusiastsattached to theShaikh-uI-jebbel, found meafis one 
day-, through the negligence of his guards, to enter the Khalit’s tent, 
whom he murdered on the spot. Some writers, however, do not hesi¬ 
tate to affirm that this nefarious transaction was perpetrated by the 
express and immediate direction of Mftssaoud. In the mean time 
the inhabitants of Meraughah have been ever since stigmatized 
yrith the appellation of Khaleifah-kosh —murderers of the prophet’s 
successor. Such, at all events, in the month of Rudjub of the year 
five hundred and twenty*nine,j" is represented to have been the fate of 
Mnstershid, at the age of forty-three, and after a turbulent reign of 
about seventeen lunar yeais and six months. 

Mftstershid has acquired, as we have already premised, among his¬ 
torians, the character of *a magnanimous princC, distinguished in 
particular for the sftfrit with which he endeavoured to check the 
encroachmerits of the race ofSeljuk. Neither has he been less eulog- 
izedfor his profound knowledge in the mysterious readings of the Rorah, 
andin the traditionaldoctrities of the prophet; in consequence of which 
he became in a great measure the oracle df the age in which he lived. 
He surpasse^noreover in the powers of elocution, and in the rara 

* About 91,6661. 13s, 4d. at the lowest computation, f April, A. D. 113*5, 
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was ascended on the demise of his father,. by Ahmed the son of Muk- 
teddv, under t]ie title of Mustezhir B’illah. 

* Sfiltan Berguiaruk dying in the latter Rebbeia of the year four hun¬ 
dred and ninety-eight,* the Khptbah was pronounced in the same 
metropolis, in the name of his son Melek Shah the second: but Sultan 
Mahommed,the brother of the deceased monarch* arriving at Baghdad 
in the course of the succeeding month of Jummaudy, a treaty was 
concluded between him and his npphe^v, by which it was agreed that 
the two princes should be equally associated in the royalties of the 
Khotbah. The supreme authority was however entirely absorbed 
in the strotiger power of the uncle; with, whom it continued to the 
year five hundred and eleven,f when he died, leaving his throne to his 
son Mahtnud ; who was however soon destined to'yield the precedence 
to his uncle Sultan Sunjur, another of the sons of Melek Shah, who 
assumed the sovjare.ign authority ; leaving tp his nephew, the govern¬ 
ment only of Persian Irak. 

Mfistezhir is said to have enjoyed the unsubstantial glories of the 
Khelaufut, for a p^ripd of five, and twenty years and a fraction ; his 
death may thereforebe assigned to the month ofMohurrim oftheyear 
five hundred and twelve,£ when he had attained to the forty-second 
year of his age. The judgment of posterity has conferred upon this 
Kdialifthe character of a just and equitable prince, in the transactions 
of his government, of considerable genius in poetry, and of eminent 
skill in penmanship. 

To this Khalifhas, by other writers, been ascribed the construction 
of the eastern rampart, or city, of Baghdad, which he caused to be for¬ 
tified with turreted gates and ditches. In Stevens’ history of Persia, 
we find it stated that the former city, which stood on the opposite 
bank of the Tigris in Mesopotamia, being ruined'by the over-flowing 
ofthe river, til Mfistezhir, or Mostecer as he calls him, removed- it 
to the other side, where it now remains. . Here then we discover thd 
occasion on which this celebrated metropolis was transferred from its 
original site, on the western bank of the Tigris,'to the eastern or left 
bank of that river, on the Persian side. 

; +,A.D. 1117. 
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In other respects, to the consummate prudence of Mristezhir it ft 
attributed, that during the whole of his reigh, not a single insurrection 
occurred to disturb the tranquillity of his government. Contempor¬ 
ary with him were, as already, noticed, Sultan Berguiriruk, SAItan 
Melek Shah the second, Sultan Mahommed, Sriltan MahmAd, aud 
Sultan Sunjur, of the race of SeljAk; KAtb-ud-dein Mahommed 
prince of Khaurezm ; arid in Ghezni, Ibrauhim the son of MAssaoud* 
another MAssaoud the son, and Arslan Shah the grandson, of Ibrau¬ 
him. Hussun or Hassan Sabah, continued to disseminate from A1 
Mowut the doctrines of the Bouautinah, and to extend his usurpation 
through the mountains of Bfldbaur. 

Ul Mustershid, or Musterreshtd B’ielah,* Abu MunsAr 
Fazzel, the son of Mristezhir, twenty-ninth Khalif of the house of 
Abbas. 

The inhabitants of Baghdad, of every rank and description, unit¬ 
ing on the death of Mristezhir to Acknowledge the claims of his son 
Fazzel, that prince was immediately invested with the dignity of the 
Khelaufut, under the title of Ul MAstershid B’illah ; and among the 
few latter sovereigns of the house of Abbas, who, in the decline of 
its power, displayed some portion of zeal to revive the expiring lus¬ 
tre of the Khelaufut, MAstershid appears to claim a distinguished 
pre-eminence. 

Soon after his accession, he found himself however involved in a 
contest with his brother Abril Hussun, who absconded from Baghdad ; 
and continuing his flight to Hellah, and from thence to Waussit, 
there asserted his claims to the Khelaufut, and invited the people 
to submit to his authority. But the governor of Hellah, Weiss or 
Weyss the son of Se^kah, leading an army to that quarter by direction 
of Mristershid, the ambitious prince perceived the inadequacy of his 
power to sustain a conflict, and sought for safety in the solitude of 
the desert. He fell however ultimately into the hands of those who 
were in search of him, and was conveyed to the presence of Mftster- 
shid ; who signalized his triumph on the occasion, by humanely spar¬ 
ing the life of his misguided brother. 

The genius of discord having produced amisiitlderstanding between 
the Khalif, and the chief of whose services he had availed himself on 

• Dei gratis rectus, 
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and estimable'falent of communicating a multitude of ideas within the 
'compass of the fewest words. 

Contemporary with this Khalif, were in Khorassaun and Persian 
Irak, Sultan Sunjurthe son, and Mahmud, Toghrel, and Mussapud the 
grandsons of Melek Shah ; in Ghezni, Arslan Shah, Behram Shah, and 
lbrauhim the son of Muss&oud ; and in Khaurezm, Kfitbud-dein 
Mahommed. Hussun Sabah died during the reign of Mustershid, 
and was succeeded in the territories of A1 Mowut by Buzurg Omeyd; 
of whom hereafter. 

Ul Rashid B’ilt.ah,* Abu Jauffer Munsur, the son of Muster¬ 
shid, thirtieth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Intelligence of the assassination of Mustershid being conveyed to 
Baghdad, • the nobility and principal inhabitants, on Monday the 
twenty-seventh of Zykaudah, of the year five hundred and twenty- 
nine,f proceeded to establish his son Munsur on the throne of the 
Khalifs; to whom they immediately engaged their allegiance under 
the title of Ul Rashid B’illah. 

Soon after his accession, an agent arrived at Baghdad, to demand 
from Rashid, on the part of Sultan Mhsskoud, the tribute alleged to 
have been agreed upon with his father; an agreement which he dis¬ 
dained however to ratify, and in conjunction with the inhabitants, he 
immediately proceeded, sword in hand, to expel from the city, all the 
officers of the house Seljuk. Under these circumstances Daoud the 
son of Mahmftd, grandson of Melek Shah, from Azerb&ijaun, aqd 
Emmaud-ud-dein Zengui, from Mossul, appearing at Baghdad, the 
Khalif embraced the opportunity of substituting the name of Daoud 
in the Khotbah, or peroration of the Khateibs, in the room of that of 
Muss&oud ; which was discontinued without further ceremony. 

This act of undisguised defiance drew upon Ul Rashid, shortly 
afterwards, the vengeance of Sultan Mussaoud, who now appeared 
before the walls of Baghdad at the head of a formidable army ; but the 
inhabitants uniting in a resolute defence of the town, the Sultan after 
a siege of fifty days, drew off towards Neherwaun : and the Khalif 
availing himself of the opportunity, hastened towards Mossul, in com¬ 
pany with Emmaud-ud-dein. From thence, at a subsequent period, 
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3 D 


A. H, 580, 
A. D. 1135. 

~ Tarikh 
gftzeidab. 


Ul Rashid B’il- 

LAH.XXXtbKha. 

lif. 


VOL. II. 



A. H. 530 32. he proceeded to Meraughah', on a visit to the grate of his'father ^ anrf 
A -D- H36-38. f rom jjjjg t j me con ti nue( j to wander through the different provinces 

foeidah ^ em P ire ’ unt *l t ^ ie mont h bf Ramzaun, of the year five hundred 
and thirty-two ;* when, on the twenty-seventh of that month, in an 
'attempt to reduce the city of Isfahaun, he was also put todeath by an 
; assassin before the walls of that place. 

U1 Rashid had been extruded from the Khelaufut, at the expiration 
of little more than a twelve month from his accession; and at the 
period of his assassination had attained to the age of forty-three. 
Contemporary were in Khorassaun, of the race Seljuk, Sultan Sun- 
jur, and in Irhk the above mentioned Sultan Mussaoud ; in Khaurezin 
l Itessurz ; and in A1 Mowut the speculations of the Bowautinah, or 
Esoterists, continued to be propagated by Buzurg Omeyd. 

Ul Mdkteffy L’immer Ullah,^ Abu Abdullah Mahommed, 
the son of Mfistezhir, thirtv-first Khalif of the houseof Abbas. 

Abandoned by Ul Rashid in the manner just related, Baghd&d with 
the territory dependant on it, was soon afterwards taken possession of 
by SMtan Mussaoud ; who, with the concurrence of the principal in- 
1 , ah, XXXlst habitants, proceeded to pronounce the fugitive monarch tormaJly 
Khalif. deposed, and to inaugurate his nephew Mahommed, the son of Mils- 

tezhir, in the dignity ot the Khelaufut, by the title of Muktetfy-l-im- 
mer-Ullah. The entire authority of the government was, however, 
exercised with unlimited controul by the Sultan, by whom the new 
made Khalif was totally precluded from every share of power. And 
thus affairs continued until the year five hundred and forty ; when on 
the death of the Selj&kian monarch, the splendor of the Khelaufut 
was for a time, in some measure restored; Mukteffy no longer per¬ 
mitting any of the princes of the race of Seljuk to enter the gates of 
his capital. 

The year five hundred and forty-nine, the eighteenth of the Khalif 
Mfikteffy, will be ever memorable for the birth of the invincible 
Tcliengueiz, or Jengueiz Kami, which took place at Deyl&n Yeldrtk ( { 
in the country of the Moghuls, according to our author, on the twen¬ 
tieth day of the month of Zilkaudab.§ His father, Beysouka Bahauder* 

* 6th of April, 1138. t Dei maudato succedens. 
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der, being Just then returned from a successful expedition against A. H. 549. 
some of the Tartar hordes, (the Sou Moghfils, according to Mr. Petis A.P. 1155. 
de la Croix) in which he had defeated one of their principal chieis Khola® 3 * 11 ** 
called Temutchm, gave to his new born son the name or the van¬ 
quished sovereign, which he retained for forty-nine years afterwards; 
to the period, when he was solemnly inaagurated by the Kfiriltai, or 
generaldiet of theTartar nations, as their universal sovereign, under the 
title of Jengueiz Kaaun, or king of kings. This fearful slaughterer of 
nations is stated to have been ushered into light with a mass of 1 con¬ 
gealed blood in his grasp, which was predicted to denote the dreadful 
havoc which he was destined to occasion among his enemies : but of 
him, much more hereafter. 

In five hundred and fifty-one, the city of Baghdad was exposed to 
another siege from Sfiltan Mahommed, the son of Mahmud, of the race 
of Seljtik, by whom, at the h£ad of a great army, it was invested fn the 
course of the year. Before he could however effect his purpose in 
the reduction of the place, he was compelled to raise the siege by the 
alarming intelligence which he received, of the revolt of his brother, in 
Persian Ir&k. 

The following year M6kteffy, having finished' a gate of exquisite 
workmanship for the sanctuary of the Kaaubah, transmitted the same 
to Mekkah ; and directing the ancient one to be conveyed to Baghdad^ 
of that formed a coffin for himself. 

He survived this period about three years, dying in the five hun* 
dred and fifty-fifth of the Hidjerah,*at the age of sixty-six, and after 
a reign of four and twenty years, three months, and twenty-one days; 
with the character of a mild and beneficent prince, distinguished, 
v bile he held the controul, for the justice of his government. 

Un Mustukjtd, or Mustakjer Abul Mfizuffer 

Yftssuf, the son of Muktefly, thirty-second Khalif of the honse of 
Abbas. 

Having been already nominated to the succession, during the life of ui Mostunji® 
his father, the homage and submission of the principal inhabitants of B’illah,XXXI1(I 
Baghdad was, oh his death, immediately transferred toMustunjid. Dur- 
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A. H. 555. ing the illness of thfe late Khalif, the succession had been aspired to by 
AD - I1G0 - Abft Ally, another of the sonsofMukteffy, who with that view was 
Kholaussut- known, inconcert withhis mother, to have been forming designs againsj 
nUiltbbaun. kis brother. • For these reasons Mustunjid was nosoonerfirmly seated 
pn his throne, than he conceived it expedient to secure himself against 
fmy further machinations from the same quarter, by lodging the as¬ 
piring prince within the walls of a prison. Some unfortunate females 
of the haram, accomplices in his design, were however thrown into the 
Tigris, 

! Batirigthese instancesof unavoidable severity, the reign of Mhstunjid 
was, distinguished, for its wholesome regulations to promote the ends 
of justice, to relieve the distresses of the indigent, and to punish the 
critnes, and usurpations of vice and oppression. In one circumstance 
he may perhaps be.quoted as an example for the imitation; of sover¬ 
eigns far more illustrious. He was adeterjmined discourager of detraction 
in all its disguises. As a proof of this, it is related, that having con r 
signed to a prison one of his subjects who had been, found guilty of 
defaming, or perhaps informing against his neighbour, he was, at the 
expiration of a reasonable interval, applied to by one of the friends of 
the delinquent for his release, with an offer of ten thousand dinaurs* 
if he acceded to the application ; to which the Khalif observed in an- 
Wer, that if, on the contrary, the proposer of this request would engage 
to discover another person guilty of similar defamatory practices, so 
as to bring him to confinement, he would, for his part, for such a piece 
of service, promise him a reward of the same sum of ten thousand 
dinaurs. 

But, whatever were his virtues, or his defects, Mustunjid passed 
from this world to that which is more permanent, in the five hundred 
and sixty sixth of theHidjerah,f the fifty-sixth of his age, and after dis¬ 
charging the functions of the Khelaufut for eleven years, one month 
and a few days. 

Contemporary with this Khaleifah were, in the Persian empire, Ma- 
hommed the son of Mahmud, his uncle Sfiliman Shah, and his couzin 
■Arslan Shah the son of Toghrel, of the race of Seljuk ; in Shirauz, th& 

\About 4,5831. 6s. 8d» t A, D. U70, 
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Autabeks Sunjur the son of Moudud, and his brother Zengui of the A. H. 566. 
race of Sulgher: in Khaurezm Aeil Arslan :.and in Rfidbaur and A1 A - p - 117 °- 
mowutMahommedthesonofBfizflrgOmeyd maintained the doctrines KllolaussUt - 
of the Bowautinists It was at the commencement of the Khelaufut uI akll baur. 
of Mustunjid, namely in the five hundred and fifty fifth of the Hid- 
jerah, that the empire of the Gheznians, became extinct in Khossrou 
Shah, the last monarch of the race of Sebekteggin ; it was then trans¬ 
ferred to the princes of Ghour. 

UlMustunz y, or Mustezzey Benue. Iluah,* Abfi Mahommed 
Ilussun, the son of Mustunjid, thirty-third Khalif of the house of 
Abbas. 


On the day of his father's dissolution, Mustunzy hastened to decor¬ 
ate his brows with the diadem of the Khelaufut, and signalized his 
accession by an extensive and liberal display of his bounty. 

Here it may be seasonable to observe, that some years antecedent 
to the period under consideration, namely, about the five hundred and 
sixty-third of the Hidjerah, the Fatimite Khalif of Egypt, Azzyd-ud- 
dein Ullah, terrified by a formidable invasion of the Ferrengs or Franks, 
or Western Christians, had agreed to purchase their forbearance for a 
ransom of one million of dinaurs ;t which some delegates from the chris- Ul Mustunzv. 
.tian army had already entered Kaherah, or Cairo to receive. This was " ‘ 11 ^ ia 1 ’ 

howeveracircumstancetoohumiliating forthe digestion of the haughty 
Mosslems ; and they accordingly determined, with the concurrence of 
Az^yd-ud-dein, to apply for the assistance of Nhr-ud-dein Mahmud 
prince of Damascus and Syria, an ally of the Abbasides. In compli¬ 
ance with their application, a force of eighty thousand cavalry was 
immediately dispatched by that chief to the relief of the Egyptians, 
under the command of Assud-ud-dein Sheirkouh. The Franks, rey- 
nard-like, betook themselves to a precipitate flight on the approach 
of thisgeneral; who made his entrance into the metropolis of Kaherah 
in the latter Rebbeiaofthe year five hundred and sixty four,J and was 
immediately invested with the dignity ofVezzeir. But as he died at 
the expiration of sixty-five days, the appointment was conferred by the 
Fatimite, the last of this dinasty, upon Sullah-ud-dein Yussuf the son 


* Dei splendore illuminatus, t About 458,3331, 6s. 8d. at the lowest computation. 
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A. H. 566. 
A. D. 1170. 

Kholaussut- 

Ol-akkbaur. 


m 

of Ayfib, the nephew of the deceased; in whom we are to recognise 
the celebrated Saladin, the warlike and distinguished opponent of the 
crusaders. 

In a very little time, the new Yezzeir usurped to himself the entire 
controul and government of the country, excluding the ministers of 
the Egyptian Khalif from every vestige of authority ; which being an¬ 
nounced to his superior the Sftltan of Damascus, a message was dis¬ 
patched by the latter to Sullah-ud-dein, requiring that the coin of the 
province should be struck, and the Khotbah repeated in the name of 
Mftstunzy. To this after some demur, and the message had been 
repeated, Sullah-ud-dein, by the advice of his principal officers, at last 
consented; and the name of Mfistunzy was accordingly proclaimed in 
the Khotbah, in Mohurrim of the year five hundred and sixty seven,* 
while the unfortunate Azzyd-ud-dein lay stretched on the bed of sick¬ 
ness. In the course of the same week he was suffered to expire uncon¬ 
scious of the degradation; and thus terminated the power of the 
Issmailian KhalifsofEgypt, the descendants of Ally and Fatima, when, 
from the revolt of Abul Kaussem Mahommed, entitled Mehedy, in 
Africa and the west, about the two hundred and ninety-sixth of the 
Hidjerah,^ it had subsisted for a period of two hundred and seventy 
one lunar years. The province of Egypt, unless the empty compli¬ 
ment of the Khotbah paid to the house of Abbas, be considered some 
abatement, now devolved in full sovereignty to Sullah-ud-dein; in whose 
possession, and that of his descendants, it continued long afterwards. 

In the early part of the reign of Mustunzy, the powers of his go vern¬ 
ment became almost entirely invested in Kfittub-udldein. Keymaur; 
and when, to the honours already heaped upon him, had been added 
the dignity of Ameir-ul-fimra, that minister proceeded to intrude him¬ 
self into every department of the state, communicating with his sover¬ 
eign or otherwise, as seemed convenient to his own discretion. At last 
in the year five hundred and seventy, having made an attempt to seize 
the person of Zeheir-ud-dein Attaur, one of the Khalit’s particular 
household, this officer fled for protection to the palace of his master: 
whither, atter the pillage of his house, and the destruction of his pro- 

* September, 1171. 

• An event, which is said to have been foretold by the prophet, in these words: “At the 
"eud of the third century a sun shall arise in the west," 
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perty, he was followed by Kuttftb-ud-dein, accompanied by a mim* 
ber of his Ameirs, and a prodigious multitude assembled as spectators. 
Hearing tbe uproat before his palace, Mustunzy, already aware of the 
occasion, hastened to one of the terraces ; and shewing himself to the 
people, told them aloud, that Keymaur had violated his duty, that 
his property was at their disposal, and his blood at that of an offend.d 
master. With their usual promptitude, the populace hastened to avail 
themselves of the intimation, and proceeded in a body straight to the 
habitation of the obnoxious minister. The latter contrived, however, 
to anticipate their arrival, and endeavor ed for some time to prevail upon 
them to forget their views of plunder; but to little purpose. The 
multitudethrongedso violently about his doors, that finding the means 
of escape in front entirely cut off, he was ultimately compelled to 
retire by a breach in the'back wall of the house, and fly towards 
blossule; and he perished on the way to that place. As a proof of the 
extravagance to which this man had carried his id: as of magnificence 
it is mentioned, that in the place to which he retired on neccessary 
occasions, a chain of gold was suspended from the roof to rest his hands 
upon, and a case of the same precious metal, charged with musk, and 
amber, and the most expensive aromatics, always stood in the same 
apartment, to guard his senses against the approach of offensive 
odours. 

In the month of Shavaul of the year five hundred and seventy-five,* 
tbe Khalif M&stunzy hastened, at the age of thirty nine, to the bosom 
of his creator’s mercy; having exercised the now unsubstantial powers 
of the Khelaufut for a period of nine years and eight months. With 
the name of the sainted Imauai Hussun, he is said to have inherited 
thebenevolent disposition ofthat blameless prince; and this is recordetj 
as a felicity to which no other Khalif but Mustunzy was ever permitted 
to attain. 

Contemporaries with Mustunzy were, m Khorassaun andlrak Ajem, 
Arslan the son of Toghrel, and his son Toghrel, of the race of Seljuk; 
in khaurezm, Aroian Shah, and his sons Sultan Shah, and Tok'esh 
Jvbaun; and in A1 Mowut, Ilussun or Hassan the son of Mahommed 

•March, A. X>. 1180. 
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dein-Ullah, 
XXXIVth Khalit 


Buzfirg Omeyd, and his son also of the name of Mahommed, the. 
Bouatinists. 

Ul Nausser-ud-dein Ullah* Abfil Abbas Ahmed son of M6s- 
tunzy, thirty-fourth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

In conformity with the will of his father, Abtil Abbas Ahmed on 
the demise of Mustunzy invested himself, without opposition, with the 
cares of government, under the title of U1 Nausser-ud-dein-UIlah ; and 
he is said to have surpassed in the subtilty of his genius, the liberality 
of his disposition, and the numerous excellencies of his understanding; 
all which heapplied, with unremittingassiduity, to promote and secure 
the comfort and happiness of his subjects of every description. He 
is further represented as the founder of a great variety of charitable 
establishments, of mosques, and lodges for the accommodation of tra¬ 
vellers, which he left as monuments of his public spirit; and lastly 
to have strenuously exerted the whole influence of his authority and 
example, to advance the prosperity of Issl&m,andto abolish the corrup¬ 
tions, which had in numerous instances been introduced into the sys¬ 
tem of his faith. 

For a period of fourteen years, in which .he was perhaps permitted 
to gratify a laudable disposition to cultivate the artsof peace, without 
the interference of foreign usurpation, we find little recorded of the 
reign of this prince, until the year five hundred and ninety; when hav¬ 
ing conferred the dignity of Vezzeir upon Mfieyud-ud-dein Mahom- 
med, denominated the butcher’s boy, (Eben-e-Kussaub) he Sent him 
at the head of a considerable force to reduce the province of Khfizis- 
taun, which was brought, thus once more, under the authority of the 
Khalifs ; and three years afterwards, in the five hundred and ninety- 
third of the Hidjerah,fone of U1 Nausser’s Maumlfiks, of the name of 
Sunjur, extended the authority of his master into the territory of 
Laristaun. 

Under the year six hundred and four, an ordnance of U1 Nausser’s 
is adverted to, which appears to have had for its object the removal 
of vexatious restrictions from the commercial intercourse of his people; 
since by virtue thereof his officers were prohibited from exactingyoc 
* Dei fidei defensor. f A. D. 1196. 



perhaps requiring the production of the tumghau, charter,* or patent, A. H. ffU. 
from such as were employed in the purchase or sale, of any article of A - p - I217, 

, Kliolaussut- 

lraoe - ul-akhbaur. 

From some traces of a correspondence between this Khalif, and Stiltan 

Shahaub-ud-dein Ghoury, discovered among the papers of the latter 
prince on the conquest of Ghezni, by Stiltan Mahommed king of 
Rhaurezm, that monarch had long entertained designs of’ hostility 4 
against U1 Nausser; and in the six hundred and fourteenth , of the 
H idjerah, having pledged his'allegiance to Alla-ul-mulk Termezy as 
counter-Khaleifah, he prepared to carry his scheme of vengeance 
into further execution, by advancing towards Baghdad with an army: 
of three hundred thousand men. To avert, if possible, the storm wh ich 
threatened to overwhelm him, U1 Nausser dispatched Shaikh Sha-T 
haub-ud-dein Sheherverdy to negociate some sort of accommodation 
with the Khaurezmian, whom he found encamped in the neighbor¬ 
hood of Hamadaun. After experiencing considerable difficulty and 
delay, the envoy was at last admitted to theSultan’spavilion; where his 
reception was as discouraging as primary obstacles might have taught 
him to expect; the Khaurezmian not even deigning to return his salu¬ 
tation. He proceeded, however, to discharge.the Object of his mission* 
without producing the slightest impression in favor of his sovereign ? 
to whom he accordingly returned, shortly afterwards, to report the mor¬ 
tifying failure. The inhabitants of Baghdad Were therefore constrained 
to reconcile their minds to meet the dangers of an approaching siege. • 

But on entering the passes of Hulwaun, the Sultan experienced such 
intensity of cold, and heavy falls of snow, it being then the commence¬ 
ment of winter, that his army was rendered totally incapable of move¬ 
ment ; and the whole of his cattle perishing through the severity of the 
weather,, he was in this state compelled to withdraw into his own 
territories, in order to reeruit and restore his shattered equipments. 

He had however not yet quitted the provinces, of Persian kak on his 
return, when the messengers of Ghaeir Khaun, the governor of Otraur, 
reached his camp, to request his permission to ptit to death the mer¬ 
chants arrivedfrom the court of Jengvjeiz; on the pretext that they were, 
emissaries employedtoexplorethesituationandst rengthofthe country, 

TO L. II. 2 E 



A. H. sit, To this perfidious request itwarhis misfortune to accede, and topfo* 

A ' 12X7 ' voke that fearful tide ofvengeaace which dfenched his country irk bloody 

Kholaussut- ant j terminated in his own destruction; but of which the circumstances 
ulrwknajux. 

wilt be laid befofe the reader int a- future page. 

From the horrors and: apprehensions of these-dreadful events, the? 
Khalif Ul.Nausser w.a$ fortunately, removed by the hand of death,, oa 
the first-of the monthofc’Sbayajal^oftlae'yeastsixlnmdriedand twenty two 
and. aA the age of sixty nine. In. the duration- af bis reign*, which waft 
e«itended.througli tbefaratxacted period of six;and.forty years, and two 
months, be surpassed alL the monaRchs who sat on the throne oft the 
lihelaufijct, either before or after him r but notwithstanding the praises? 
bestowed upon his memory, for the liberal appHcarisuau of hisrtxeasurea 
i» works of charity and. public, benefit, the: author is in the sequel 
constrained, to acknowledge,, that his avidity to accumulate wealth, 
was carried to such a: degree, that, the effects of. every merchant who- 
died at Baghdad, were invariably seized for his, use .; not the slightest 
article being'allowed to revert to the. heirs: of the deceased^ 

Xhe Persian branch, of the race of Seljjiki was extinguished,during 
the reign ofiUilihiusseE, by, the Khaurezmians ; and the latter,.in their 
tum, were- compelled) to recedb before the countless myriads; of th®. 
invincible. Jengueiza; whnx had, by this time, extended his conquest^ 
ftotni the seas’ of J apaato the north-eastern! knits of: the Persian, empire. 

U l ZajhebB* r LXiAiH'l' AbuJ^asserMaho named, thesan of.ULNausser,. 
thirtyi-fifth; Khaiif of tile* house of Abbas. 

hnthe*eariry part of the preceding reign<- th i s- pro nee had' baemnamif. 
natedito the- snaoession*; but by some means or other.inouering the 
lah XXXVth displeasure of his father, he was degraded from his prospective, honors*, 
Khalif and the tide of heir apparent transferred ta a second brathetyof: the: 

name of Ally. Thedatter dying, however*befo«n the fkthecythe nom-. 
iuation became 1 confirmed; in UFZafaer, aldiwughi he was? still, con* 
damned to consume his days in apprison-; from whence be; was only* 
released, on the death ofUl Nausser, by die cord fob and unanimous: 
zeal of the people*; who in all their; gtadationsipnofferedron that event 
a twilling homage- to hi? authority; Bui, having already attained - UP 

* October 5th, A. D. 1225, t Dei gratia viaccns. 
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tie tge of'fifty *two, lie could not forbear ertpressingvome dfcrt&drftg- H. If. fte. 
jnf presages as to the duration of his reign: it was easy, herein arked, A ’ P ~ 
tD calculate the profits of a man's business, whose shop was not 
opened antil the third hoar of prayer. He proved, however, a past 
and pious monarch, labouring to the utmost of his power to restrain 
the enormities of the oppressor; and he conspicuously evinced bis 
benevolent spirit, by settiugat large all those who languished imprison 
for exchequer debts ; and, contrary to the practice ©f h is father’s reign, 
by prohibiting the pestilent class of spies and informers, from inter¬ 
fering with, or disclosing the secrets and private pursuits of the people. 

The benevolent views of U1 Zaher were early destined to be Cir¬ 
cumscribed by the hand of death. He expired, after a short reign of 
eightmonths, and fourteen days, on the thirteenth ofRudjub, of the 
year six hundred aud twenty-three.* 

His contemporaries were, over the greater part of theoriehfcal World, 
the resistless Jengueiz ; in Farss, SaudZengui; and in A1 Movvut add 
the territory of the Shaikh-ul Jubbei, Alih-ud-dein. 

Ul Musttjnser or Mustancer B’illah, Abh Jauffer Munsdr, 
tiie son of Ul Z&her, thirty-sixth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Equally distinguished by his virtues and estimable qualities, M&s- 
tunser was acknowledged successor to the throne of the Khalifa, im¬ 
mediately on the death of his father. His reign being, however, for 
the greater part, devoted to cultivate the pursuits of peace atld bene¬ 
volence, occupies, as might be expected, but a Small place in our 
author's attention. 

We shall here briefly notice, that in the second year of MhstuM^r, 
namely, on the fourth of Ramzaun, of the year six hundred aftd twenty ” STlJN '8E* 
four,y remarkable at the same time, as the day of his birth, and Of his XXXVlth Khalif, 
accession to imperial power, died that direful scourge of nations, the 
•invincible Jengueiz Kaun; whose destructive career will, in a future 
page, more particularly efeim the attention of tl/e reader. 

The study of Mflstunser continued, in the mean time, to be taken -ftp 
in promoting the happiness o»f bis people ; and as a p^OOf that fine w<as 
an object whieh seemed to fiocm at tbs' same time his business ami his 
pleasure, it is related from the Rcuzu t- tie -iu that a fo\t dfcyifpfte- 

yious to one of the prineipat' Mahommedau festivals^ either thw Bid- 
*'July 10th, A. D.0226. t Augist 16tb, A. D. 1227. 
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A. H. 624-32. •''■ul-pEti'et; at the conclusion of the fast of Ramzdun, of the Eid-fe* 
P ‘ *327-34- Korbaun, or festival of sacrifice on the tenth of Zillutdje* he was walk- 
^/akhLaur " * dn ^ on the terrace' of his palace ; when, observing the roofs of all the 
* neighboring houses overspread with apparel, he demanded of his vez- 
zeir the Occasion of it. 'The minister informed him, that the inhabi¬ 
tants hadbeen washing tbeirclothes, in order to appear with decency 
on the ensuing festival. On this, expressing his concern and ignor¬ 
ance,-that his good people of Baghdad were in such circumstances, as 
to he precluded the comfort of a new suit, to assist in, the public fes¬ 
tivals of tbeir country, the Khalif gave orders that his: goldsmiths 
should prepare a vast number of small balls of gold ; which distribut¬ 
ing to his domestics, he caused to be shot, with pellet bOws, into the 
different houses throughout the city. From such a circumstance* it 
is not improbable that Mustunser may have incurred the charge,of 
prodigality ; throligh which, according to some historians, he is alleged 
to have ultimately reduced himself to poverty. 

On one occasion it, howevefr,appears from respectable authority, # tlmt 
the energies of this Khalifcould on emergency unfold themselves in the 
arrangements of a warlike undertaking. A body 6f Moghuls under 
MaYijfi Nfiyan, one of their principal commanders, had laid siege to the 
city of Ardebeil; and compelled the inhabitants to withdraw into the cas¬ 
tle or citadel, from whence they.disbatched to implore the assistance of 
Mustunser. It happened to be about the period of annual visitation 
to Mekkah, and the monarch immediately availed himself of the op¬ 
portunity to awaken the zeal of the Iiadjies to take up arms against- 
those ferocious infidels. By this means he succeeded in assembling 
a numerous and formidable army, which, under one of his generals, he 
sent to the relief of Ardebeil. The Moghuls were attacked and de¬ 
feated with great slaughter; andtljeeffectual, though perhaps temporary 
relief of the besieged, with a prodigious booty, became the reward: of 
the conquerors. Neither is it improbable that this was followed by 
other similar successes, which the troops of Mustunser are elsewhere 
represented to haveobtained, over the desolafors of the Persian empire. 

An illustrious monument of the magnificence of this prince was the 
college of Mu,s|apsriah; of which he laid the foundation in the month 
of.iludjub, Of the year six hundred ahd twenty five, and which wjfe 

•IsrikhgfoeKlalL. 
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Tarikii 

guzeidah. 


comptetedln six hundred and thirty two. It is described as the most A. H. 683*40i 
splendid 1 and extensive endowment established on one spot, by any A; p - 1 ‘ 2:i5 4 2 * 
monarch, as a memorial of liberality and love of science. 

*■ The death of Mustirnsef is recorded' to have taken place in the six 
-hundred and fortieth of the Hidjetah, at the age of fifty one; and after an 
ouspiciousand succesful reign, a& it his alleged, of sixteen years, two, 
or perhaps, ten months, and sdme days ; which latter would fix the pre¬ 
cise period dfithisevent to about the f{veti tieth of the former Jummaudy .* 

If the statements of theTarikh guzeidah are in any degree entitled to 
belief; M&stunser hadj indeed, by the blessings of his administration* 
rendered the territory of the Arabs the envy of heaven itself ; having 
banished from the land every vestige Of distress and desolation. But 
to furnish something more than bare assertion, to direct the jqdgment 
by, it is added, that'the revenues of Arabian Irak, Khuzistaun, and 
Rurdestaun, With part of Diaurbekir and Syria, to which‘this monarch 
had extended the waning power of the Khelaufut, andwhich, in the 
subsequent period at which the authorwrotehishistory, yielded to the* 
treasury not more than six hundl•ed'tomauns,•|■ or abouteighteenthou- 
and rupees, conveyed to the exchequer Of Mftstunser the suifi of six 
thousand six hundred tomaiins ; 'which, at thirty rupees of two and 
six pence each, would amount tef about twenty four thousand seven 
hundred and fifty pounds sterling; making a difference of eleven to 
one in less than a century. 

. Contemporary with Mustunserwere, first, on the death of his father, 

Ougtay or Oktai, the third son of Jengudiz ; ih Farss Saud Zengui, 
and Abd Bukker the son of Saud, the Sulgherites ; in Kermaun, Bur- 
auk the son of Hajeb, and his son Mdbaurek Khaujeh : in the other 
parts ofthe Persian empire, Sultan Jullaul-Ud-deih, the son of Mahorfo- 
med theKhaurezmian; and in A1 Mowut, the principles bfBouatinismi 
and the mystic allusions of the Koran, continued to be asserted by 
Alla-ud-dein. I 

Ui. Mustaussem BTllah-cl-wauhed 4. the son of Abdullah^, 
son of Mustuhser, thirty-seventh and last Khalil of the house of Abbas* 

* November 14th, A. D. 1242.; 

t Iu the reigns of Akbar and Jahangueir, the Persiau tomaun was estimated at thirty 
rupees. 

J-Dei iudivisi gratii defensus. 
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• By a certain class of historians, Ul Mustamsaem ha» bueii esthaafed 
.the foqr and twentieth in descent from Abbas, as may be traced i® 
the note annexed to this page ;* while by others, who CQnfp»d'tha* 
hiukteddy was the grandson only of Ul Kalita, he is made the twenty 
fifth. However this may b§ <Jetermined,it seems generally understood 
that as Mustaussem was the last, he was also tbeJbaughtifjSt, and most- 
Ostentatious of all the m anarchs of his race. In the same degree iis he 
also stated tp have surpassed the whole of his predecessors, in the vast 
accumulation of treasure and jewels, of superb and costly furniture, 
and in tbe sumptuous display of imperial apparatus, in all its variety. 
No less than four hundred domestics w el ’e employed in the ordinary 
service of hp; palace, and four apd twenty thousand horsemen were 
maintained at the expence of his private treasury. Such, moreover. 
Was the fastidious pomp of hfs court, that not one of the potentates of the 
surrounding regions, pot the most distinguished prince or noble, no 
rank, or digpity,however illustrious, con Id approach the presence of the 
last of the. Khaleifahs. Among other expedients, devised to produce 
an impression of awe for the sacred character of his person, a block of 
marble,similar to the black stone of the sanctuary at Mekkah, was fixed 
ft the eptrapee of the imperial apartment,; apd ftom the arched roof 
depended apiece pfblack satin, fo the fo^mcif along sleeve r with which* 
in the same manner as is observed with, the veil, or covering of the sanc¬ 
tuary, the people touched their eyes, while they kissed the marble at 
the threshold. This, and much more, might pemdventure be affirmed, 
in order to shed its utmost lustre round the defining star of the Khe* 
laufyt, before it finally cast its splendor* into the gylph of perennial 
hight. It isat tfiesame time remarked that Mtistausaem, on, succeeding 
to the throne pf his ancestors^hibitedsych a singular display ofgr m* 
deux apd magnificence, that the report of it was conveyed; to the rejao- 
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tart regions of the eafth ; of which, the most powerful sovereigns of the A. H. 040< 

eetet and 1 weartr, and of etefy degree, either by pronouncing the Khotbah A. D. 1242- 

in bis name, or by other testimonies, hastened to offer their homage of T ari ^ 
... . ° guzeioab 

allegiance to his superior authority. 

The office of VeZzeif becoming vacant, in the year six hundred and 
forty two, by the death of Iff usseir-ud-dein Mahommed the son of til 
Naffez, who had filled the Sarfie important station under the reign of 
M&stirnsei', it was Ilovv doriferred by Mustaussem upon Abitauleb. 
Mfieyud-ud-dein Mahommed, surnamed the son of the Alkemite; who 
proved, in the issue, a principal instrument in tlie destruction of his 
country, and of the house of Abbas. 

frt the six hundred and fiftieth of the fiidjerah, some serious dissen¬ 
sions having broke out between the two adverse sects, the Sunnies and A. H. 650. 
Sheiahs, at Kerkh, one of the suburbs ofBaghdad principally inhabited A ‘ 
by the latter' Sect, Ameir Abu Bukker, the Khalif’s brother, was em¬ 
ployed to fake theparf oftheSunnies; which terminated in the disgrace 
and imprisonment of a great' number ofthe Seyuds, descendantsof Ally 
andl’&tima. TheVezzeir being disposed, from a similarity of opinions, 
td fatW the vanquished sect, conceived on this account so deadly a 
resentment against his sovereign, that from this moment he began to 
meditate on his treasonable designs ; looking forward to the first favor- 
afefe Opportunity Of revenge. 

The very next year Hfilauku Kaun, the son of Tuly Bahauder, and 
grandson of Jengueiz, was advancing, by his brothers orders, to sub¬ 
due the regions ofthe West; but as it leads to the final destruction of 
aifilihstribusdinasty, the progress of this exterminator will demand a 
more circumstantial relation ; and we shall therefore revert to the ap¬ 
parently accurate detail furnished by the more extensive labours of 
our afithor, In the Ifabeib-us-seyr. 

AbouTthe period in question, Mangu Kaaun, the third successor of 
Jengueiz; \Vas ill possession, at Karakorum and Kaluran, of the throne Habeib-u* 
of his puissant' grahdsire ; and ope of the earliest measures of his go- se ^ r * 
vernffientWaS 1 to dispatch BaitchiuNuyan,*oneofhisprincipalgenerals r 

• Once for all, it may be necessary to remark that the term Nuyanbore anfangtlie'Tartars^ , 
the same signification as Ameir among the Persians—general of the first order. In the au¬ 
thors copy of the Kiiblaasut-ut-akiibaW tlfe name of tliis general is Written Tlij4. 



A. IT. dSi. to secure tlie territories bordering.on, and to the westward of the Jey- 
-• p - 1553 - . hun, or Oxus. On reaching the frontiers of Irlkk and Azerb&ijaun, 
Habeib-us- this general took occasion to transmit to his sovereign, some complaint 
of the conduct of the Khalif Mustaussem ; which, together with the 
importunities ofKauzy Shums-ud-dein Kazveiny, whoaboutthis same 
period, through fear of the daggers of the Bouatinists, wandered about 
the country in the scales of - his armour, (like a fish in a shell) at last 
impelled ihe great Kaaun to conceive that the affairs of Persia de¬ 
manded the presenceofone of the princes of the imperial race, supported 
by a powerful army : and on this occasion his choice immediately rested 
oh his brother Hulauku. 

That prince was accordingly furnished with instructions to reduce 
the whole of the countries, between the Oxus and the remotest borders 
of Egypt; and in the execution of his orders he was enjoined to con¬ 
form without variation to the code of Jengueiz ; namely, to spare and 
protect those who submitted, but to pillage and put to the sword, withr 
outdistinctionof age or sex,all such as presumed to resist his authority. 
The charge was accepted on the part ofHulauku with becoming cheer¬ 
fulness ; and after'partaking of a series of festivities with his brqther, 
and the Shah zadahs, and principal nobility of his court alternately, for 
the period of a month, he proceeded in the former Rebbeia of the year 
six hundred and fifty one,* from the Ourdft, or residence of the Kaaun ; 
accompanied by one fifth of the army of the empire, consisting of one 
hundred and twenty thousand horse, to the head quarters of his own 
government. Here he continued for some time, completing the equip¬ 
ments for his expedition, until the month of Rarnzaun,*]- when he 
filially left the Moghul territory ;■ taking with him on this occasion a 
thousand families of Chinese artificers, skilled in the construction of 
warlike machines, and in the throwing of naphtha, and other inflam¬ 
mable materials. 

A. H. « 53 . Some time in the course of the year six hundred and fifty three, at 
A. D. 1125. the expiration of something more than a twelve month, he encamped 
on the enchanting lawns of Kaun-e-gfill, in sight of Samarkand: where 
he halted for the Space of four flays, being magnificently entertained 
by Mussaoud Beg Yelwanje,at this period governor of Mawuv-un-neher, 
* Maj, A. D. 1253. t October, November, 1253, 



'the country on the Oxug, From thence he continued his inarch to 
the vicinity of Kesh, where he was met by Ameir Arghftn the governor, 
and other officers of Khorassaun, who hastened to greet his arrival with 
the customary presents, and testimonies of homage. Proceeding in 
the same manner by easy stages, and occasionally receiving on his 
march, the visits of the different feudatories of the Persian empire, 
Hftlaukft crossed the Jeyhun in the last month of the year,* and took 
up his winter quarters in the territory of Shabraghaun. 

Oh the return of spring he prosecuted his march to the territory of 
Khawauf; Arghftn Aga having previously taken his departure for Kar¬ 
akorum, by his orders, leaving his son Guerai Melek, with Ahmed 
Puttuktchei, and Khau.iah Atta-ul-mulk Joueiny, the author of the 
Tarikh Jahaun gftshai, to attend the presence of Hftlauku ; on whom, 
and on his immediate descendants, the oriental historians in general 
bestowthetitleofEylKhaun—supremeKhaun,orsovereign. Onreach- 
ijig Zawah he detached Keybuka Nftyan to reduce theKohestaun, pro¬ 
ceeding with the main body of the army to Tusse ; where he was sump¬ 
tuously entertained at the* expence of Ameir Arghftn, and KhaujaU 
Ezz-ud-dein, another lord of the country. In the mean time, Shums* 
ud^dein Mahommed Guerret had been dispatched to demand the 
surrender of Serkhess fromNausser-ud-dejn, the governorof that place 
on the part or Rokn-ud-dein Khftrshah, the prince of A1 Mowut. 
That officer thought it prudent to submit to superior force, and accom¬ 
panied the envoy to the camp of Hulauku, from whom he experienced 
a favorable and distinguished reception. The Eyl Khaun now led his 
troops without interruption towards the territory of Rudbaur; on the 
confines of which, by a succession of marches, he ultimately arrived ; 
and there, in the manner which will be hereafter related, on Sunday the 
first of Zykaudahj" of the year six hundred and fifty four, he received, 
in person, the submission of Khftr Shah the prince of theBouautinists ; 
after the total subjugation of whom, lie finally directed his course, in 
terrible magnificence, towards the metropolis of the house of Abbas, 

The unworthy representative of that illustrious house had, on the 
other hand, by this time become entirely the dupe ofhis perfidious roig* 
* January, A. D, 1250, t Nov. 19th, A. D. 12&S. 

2 S' 


a. H. sad. 

A. D. 1255. 

Habeib-us- 

Seyr. 


VOL. M. 



218 

A. H. (554. ister, the son of the Alkemlte; who, on his pert, receiving inteHigejMe 
A.D* 12S8 - of the designs of the Moghul, determined to pave the way for the ex- 
ulakM>* SUt " ecut * OIi °f that destructive scheme of vengeance, which he had so long 
held in contemplation. Ilis first step appears to have been, to cajole 
the feeble minded Mustaussetn into a belief, that his authority was so 
firmly established, and so universally respected by all the princes of 
r the earth, that the maintenance of so many military chiefs and their 
numerous stipendiaries, was, in his judgment, a drain upon the impe¬ 
rial treasury, which, for the future, might as well be put a stop to. At 
all events, if bis imperial master would confide to his discretion’, they 
might be employed in a way to replenish, instead of exhausting the 
resources of the state. Seduced by a sordid spirit of avarice and love 
of gold, the credulous monarch suffered himself to be led away by the 
treacherous views of his minister; and committing the entire manage¬ 
ment of the business to the Alkemite, gave himself up, in the most 
ignominious indolence and forgetfulness of his duty, to the wretched 
indulgence of his pleasures. The minister, in a short time, contrived 
accordingly, by dispersing the greater part of the military force of 
Baghd&d to the distant provinces, to expedite the consummation of 
his perfidious system ;and having thus cleared theway for his approach, 
dispatched to communicate to Hulaukvk his assurances of entire devo¬ 
tion, and attachment, to the interests of that prinee. 

HGlauku, who had by this time conducted his army to Hamadaun, 
left that place in the month of Ramzaun of the year six hundred and 
fifty-five,* on his inarch for the devoted metropolis of the Khelaufut; 
the advanced guard of his troops being consigned to the direction of 
two of his principal generals Sughunjak and Taijia ; the latter, not im¬ 
probably, the person who had originally stimulated the resentment of 
the gTeat Kaaun against the feeble Mfistaussena. All that remained 
of respectability and honesty, among the courtiers of the unhappy 
monarch, endeavored on this alarming intelligence, to awaken him 
from the fatal and ignominious dream of negligence, pride, and secur¬ 
ity, into which he was fallen : but without effect. The crafty and 
.perfidious Vezzeir continued in private to impose upon his sovereign 

* September, October, A . D. I2S7. 
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fhe most absurd conceptions of the superiority of His aims: u fbr what 
“ of injury” said he, “ have the brave troops of Baghdad to apprehend 
“ from the ferocious, but undisciplined Moghuls ? the very women 
“ and children of the city would annihilate them in the streets, with 
* stones from the terraces of their houses.” 

By these and similar arguments, the Alkemite had totally laid asleep 
the faculties of his master, when intelligence unexpectedly arrived 
that the advanced guard Of the Moghuls were approaching the capital 
by the route of the desert: and a detachment of ten thousand horse 
under Futtah-nd-dein and Mujahed-ud-dein, was marched without 
delay, by the ’Khalifsdirectibn, to oppose the enemy. The hostile di¬ 
visions appear to have met in the vicinity of, or perhaps in a defile 
between, two neighboring hills, where they became unavoidably en¬ 
gaged in a very fierce and obstinate conflict; the day, however, closing 
before the victory could be determined, both parties proceeded to en¬ 
camp forthe night in the presence of each other: and here the resources, 
and indefatigable spirit of the Moghuls', decidedly evinced their super¬ 
iority over the pampered legions of an effeminate government. Under 
cover ofthe night they absolutely conducted thestreamof aneighboring 
river (it could scarcely have been the Euphrates as stated in the manu¬ 
script) into the camp of their adversaries ; who thus losing the whole 
of their baggage and equipments, and being otherwise thrown into 
the utmost consternation, were in that state, the next morning, at¬ 
tacked by the Moghfils and entirely put to the sword ; with the excep¬ 
tion howeve'r of Mujahed-ud-dein, one of the generals, and three other 
individuals, who escaped to relate the story at Baghdad. As a proof 
of Mftstaussem’s total insensibility to the magnitude of the approach- 
ing storm, and oftherecent misfortune, it is.represented that he should 
have thrice repeated Ul humd-ut-ullah, the ordinary ejaculation, or 
God be praised, that Mfljahed-ud-dein was safe; indicating we will sup¬ 
pose, that the destruction of his followers was a matter of no great 
importance. 

To dispense with aTl further detail, of circumstances less material, 
the author proceeds to relate, that towards the close of the six hun¬ 
dred and fifty-fifth of tlre Hidjerah, Hfilaukil, in person, at the head 
•f a prodigious force, appeared before Baghdad; and compelled the un^> 
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happy Mfistaussem to combat for safety, and existence, behind the 
walls of his metropolis. For the space of nearly two , months, during 
which the inhabitants were, exposed to every species of violence and 
injury, the city continued toT?e defended, with considerable persever¬ 
ance, against the daily exertions of the assailants from without: J)ut 
at the expiration of that period, the feeble representative of the house 
of Abbas, no longer capable ofpustaining the effect of perpetual alarm, 
yielded at last to the base suggestions of domestic treachery, ever 
more fatal than the most formidable aggressions of foreign hostility ; 
and consented, by the advice of the perfidious Alkemite, to commit his 
person to the hazard of an,interview with the fierce Hulauku. For 
that purpose, in the early part of the month of Sulfur of the year six 
hundred and fifty-six,* be accordingly quitted his capital by the gate 
of F)aur-ul-Salaum ; and, accompanied by his two sons,, Abu Bukker 
and Abdurraihman, and a numerous group of relatives, and the most 
distinguished and enlightened members of his court, proceeded .to tli® 
pavilions, of the Tartar,monarch. Here, theKh^lif, with his sons and 
two or three of his attendants, was admitted without great difficulty ; 
but the melancholy remainder were excluded, and many of them 
doomed, the very $arne day, to the fatal distinction of becoming the 
first victims, of Ilulauku’s unsparing vengeance. ■ ' 

On Friday, the ninth of the same month of Suffur,f Ilulaukfi made 
his entry into the metropolis of the Khelaufut, where he gave to his 
generals, and,principal followers, a sumptuous entertainment. To this 
display of barbarous festivity and triumph, the last of the Khalifs was 
now summoned, and required, as the host of his conqueror, to produce 
as far as he was capable, something that should be worthy the accep¬ 
tance of such an exalted guest. Conceiving that nothing more was 
intended than expressed, the unhappy monarch gave directions tha't a 
present of two thousand costly and magnificent robes, two thousand 
dinaurs of^old, and a variety of gold and silver plate, vases, and other 
articles, enriched with jewels of the greatest price and beauty, should 
be. selected from his treasury and wardrobe, and laid in the usual style, 
JA travs, before Hulauku. Surveying them with an eye of contempt 

* February, A. P. 1'258. + February 14th, A. D. 1258.. 
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and 6Corn,jtJ^|Mogli01 immediately distributed; these article's among ■ 
the. attendants, and addressed Mustaussem in the following terms ; ' 
“ the wholp of thy visible property, together with that of the irvhabi- 
“ tants of Baghdad, is already at the disposal of my followers ; of (that 
“ therefore dwas^needless to make an offering: what we require of 
“ thee, is tojbpdicate something with respect to thy hidden treasures.'* 
^The object of the (| conqueror could be no longer ; rtiisuaderstood ; and 
the captive monarch pointing to the area in the court of the -palace', 
there, on opening the ground, Was indeed discovered what might have 
been amply sufficient to glut the utmost cravings of avarice itself ; a 
tankorcovered reservoir, loaded to-the brim, with cakes, or ingots of sol id 
gold, of the weight of ope hundred meskals each, or something less than 
a pound and a qugj-ter avoirdupois ; the meskal being estimated at a 
dram and a half. 

There is, moreover, npt wanting authority to relate, that for several 
days the remorseless Hulauku confined his illustrious and unhappy 
captive, without food or sustenance of any kind ; and that when the’ 
pangs of hunger became no longer endurable, the wretched Mustaussem 
sent to implore relief. The attendants now brought him from the 
Moghul, a dish full of gold and jewels, of which he was desired to eat. 
The unhappy monarch expostulated on the impossibility of obey ing 
so strange an injunction : “ then” said the interpreters of Hhlauku’s 
will, “since these are things which thoucpuldst not eat, wherefore was 
u it, that thou didst not devote them to the preservation of so many thou¬ 
sands of thy fellow Mosslems; wherefore not bestow them on such as 
“ might be employed to defend the inheritance oftbine ancestors, from 
‘‘ the invasion of foreign armies ?” To this Mustaussem, the wretched - 
Mfistaussem, could offer no reply ; but frqm a heart, continues the au¬ 
thor, burning like the crucible of the gold refiner, he drew a sigh of 
chilling anguish and despair, and found a sad, but temporary relief, iff’ 
the tears which copiously overflowed his furrowed cheeks. 

In the mean time, it having, been iptimated, according to some au¬ 
thorities, that some awful and. tremendous convulsion of nature would 
infallibly ensue, if the blood of the reigning Khaiif was inruiy manner 
made to flow, it became the subject of deliberation, betweenHulanltu 
-and his generals, how the person of Mustaussem should be ultimately 
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disposed of; when the ferocious monarch put a period to the debate,- 
by remarking, that in one respect they might venture to discard every 
uneafcy apprehension, since it formed no part of His design to spill a 
drop of that blood, which was esteemed so sacred, lie accordingly 
gave immediate instructions that his Wretched,and defenceless captiver 
Should be closely, wrapped up in camelOts, or Coarse hair blankets; and 
in that state caused him to be rolled backwards and forwards, on the 
groulnd, with such force and violence, that every joint and articulation 
of hife frame was either mashdd or wrought asunder. Such being the 
expedient adopted by the Moghfil, to terminate the existence, without 
Shedding the blood of his illustrious prisoner. His children, his bro¬ 
thers, his kindred, his principal officers, and every agent of his govern¬ 
ment were sacrificed at the same time, to the exterminating vengeance 
of Hulauku. 

The Moghiil troops hald been now ordered to enter the devoted city; 
where, for the space of forty days, they opened such a scene of pillage, 
massacre, and blood, as outraged humanity, as much as it almost sur¬ 
passes the scope of human belief. It will not, however, be difficult to 
conceive that the stream of the Tigris should have been discoloured 
with human gore; when, exclusive of those who Were butchered in the 
villages adjoining, the number of the slain, in thecity alone, isestimated 
at eight hundred thousand persons.* The booty which fell into the 
hands of these ferocious exterminators, is stated in general terms, 
whether in specie and jewels, in furniture of silver and gold, in rare 
and costly manufactures, the produce and fabric of every region of the 
globe, and in Greek and Russian slaves, to have surpassed the ordi¬ 
nary powers of arithmetic. Having glutted themselves with plunder 
and slaughter, the troops of Hulaukd were next employed to demolish 
the walls, and towers, and other fortifications of the place ; when, the 
wrath of the Eyl Khaun becoming at last either exhausted or appeased, 
a sentiment erf returning pity prevailed with him to spare the affrighted 
remnant erf the inhabitants, who had escaped into holes and corners, 
from that ruthlesadestruction which had swept aWay so many myriads 
of their fellow citizens. 

It is, however, some consolation to reflect, that, with the usual des¬ 
tiny of traitors, the perfidious Alkemite derived but little advantage 

♦ The fearful list is swelled, by spine writers, to the incredible total of one m jllmr, eight 
hundred thousand. 
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from the consummation of his crimes. It would appear that he had been 
led, from the conspicuous part which he had acted in facilitating the 
humiliation and destruction of the house of Abbas, to encourage an 
expectation that he should at least be established in the government of 
Baghd&d: buttheTartarmonarch, observing that that man v^o betrayed 
his benefactor had, injustice, tipthingtoaspire to, immed; ia telybestowed 
Jhat government upon Eben Amran; another traitr, r? w ho, while the 
Moghfils were engaged before the town on this o; ccas i onj found meads 
to discover to HMaukft a hoard of grain, wb ; lC )j was known to him as 
governor of Yakubiah; which furnished ^ supply of fifteen days’ con¬ 
sumption to the whole army, and probably enabled them to prosecute 
the siege to a succesful termination 

Such, in the six hundred anfj fiftysixth of the Hidjerah, as we have 
attempted to describe it, w' as the fate of Mnstaussem the last of the 
Khalife of the house of A Jjbas; in the forty seventh year of his age, and 
the seventeenth of h'is reign. With his life terminated the power of 
that celebrated r dCe 0 f monarchs, after it ha J d subsisted for a period of 
five hundred^ atl d eight solar, or'five hundred and twerity three lunar 
years, f .Vo months, and twenty three days. The sovereign, authority 
devolved to theTartar princes ofthe blood of Jengufeiz, commenc¬ 
ing with ttulaukfi ; to whom, in a future page, we shallfurther claim 
'the attention ofthe reader. In the mean time, in default of a moreeli- 
gible arrangement, weshall proceed to describe, from the summary out¬ 
line of ihe'Kholttussut-ul-dkhbaur, the origin, advancement, and a'lter- 
'hatedissoldtionoffheseveral dinasties, which successively flourished ip 
'the countries betwixt the 0xus and the shores of Egypt, during the 
ascendancy, and for Some time subsequent to the extinction, of the 
’house of Abbas. 
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CHAP. VI. 

I N tracing the causes which tended to place the government of Khoif- 
assaun for several successions in the descendants of 1 uher Zulyemr 
'nein, it becomes expedient in to recur to that period in the reign of the 
Khalif U1 Mamtin, when, subsequent ,to the death of his brother, that 
monarch proceeded to take up his residence in the metropolis of Bagh¬ 
dad. The reader is already apprized of the important services ren¬ 
dered to his sovereign by the able and warlike Zulyemnein : the title 
bestowed, as we have explained on a former occasion,on Ttilier the son 
of Ilfisseyne, the son of Mfissaub of the race of Iihozzai. 

In ohe of those moments of conviviality, when UL Mamun was em¬ 
ployed in steeping the recollection of past events, in the.exhilarating 
juices ofthegrapei Zfilyemnein, unexpectedly, entered his presence ; 
and the chief butler proceeded by his master’s instructions, in common 
with the other guests, to circulate the goblet tq that general. While 
this was passing, a flood of tears was observed to stream from the eyes 
of U1 Mam tin, and Ztiiyemnein ventured to, inquire, what could pos¬ 
sibly produce these ^motions of sorrow in the bosom qf a monarch, 
whose power,was established from.the eastern ,to the western limits of 
the earth. The Khalif made such a reply as he conceived suitable to 
the'occasionV but continued so overpowered by his emotions, that 
Ztilyethnein, riot daring’to ur^e him with further importunity, quitted 
the palace under no slight impressions of alarm. Sending for one of 
the domestics of Htisseyne the Shraubdaur, or chief butler, he engaged 
him, by a stupendous bribe of two hundred thousand dinaurs,* (if in¬ 
deed it is not an error in the manuscript) to prevail upon his master 
to extract from U1 Mamtin the cause of his tears. Accordingly, when 
the monarch required his butler, the ensuing day, to furnish him with 
his favorite beverage, the latter declared with an oath, that until he 
disclosed the source of that affliction, which he had exhibited theday 

•About91,6601. 18s. 4d. 
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before, he should venture to disobey the commands of his imperial 
master. Ul Mamfin demanded his object in making such an inquiry ; 
and HAsseyne assuring him that he was actuated by no other motive 
in his presumption, than what arose from the deepest concern at 
observing his master’s apparent distress of mind, the Khalif, after a 
strict injunction not to divulge the secret, then proceeded to 
acknowledge that whenever his eye fell upon Zulyemnein, it never 
failed to bring to his recollection, the death of his brother Ul Amein ; 
and that on such occasions he found it impossible to suppress his tears. 

The result of this conversation was punctually communicated to 
Zulyemnein ; and the latter availed himself of one of his first inter¬ 
views with Abi Khaled, the Khalif’s minister of state with whom he 
was on terms of friendship, to make it the subject of discussion ; and, ( 
as an expedient to remove him from the immediate influence of Ul 
Mamftn’s eventual displeasure, to request that he would contrive to 
obtain for him the government of Khorassaun. The Vizzeir concur¬ 
red without difficulty in the views of Zulyemnein ; and at his next 
conference with the sovereign, failed not to represent that the province 
of Khorassaun, through the incapacity of Ghassaun either to main¬ 
tain the discipline of the troops, or secure the peace of the inhabitants, 
was faljrng into a deplorable state of anarchy and misrule. Ul Ma- 
mlln demanded what he thought advisable to be done, and whom he 
could recommend to be invested with a charge so important ? the 
minister, without further ceremony, proposed Zulyemnein, who was 
accordingly appointed to that government; and reaching his province 
in the course of the two hundred and fifth of the Hidjerah, rendered 
himself in a very short time, if not entirely absolute in his authority, 
in a great degree independent of that of his sovereign. 

On the testimony of the agent employed to transmit to his court an 
account of the affairs of Khorassaun, it is now stated, that finding 
Zulyemnein had at length proceeded to theextremityoferasing the name 
of his master from the Khotbah, one Friday during the celebration of 
divine worship at the principal mosque of his capital, as a preliminary 
to the declaration of independence, the person alluded to conceived 
it expedientto communicate the intelligence without a moment’s delay, 
by a messenger whom he immediately dispatched to Baghdad. The 
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A. H. 205 - 13 . very day afterwards, before the sun was yet risen, a messenger came to 
A ' D 820 28 - require his presence at the palaceofgovernment; on which, conceiving 
u/akhbaur su ^j ec ^ his dispatch had been made known to Zfilyemnein, 

and that he was about to suffer under the sword of the executioner, 
he repeated the usual formulary of the dying, the kelmah shihaudut , 
attesting the uni ty of God and thedi vine mission of Mahommed; and then 
accompanied the messenger. Reaching the palace, however, the first 
person by whom he was accosted from behind the hangings of the sa¬ 
loon, happened to be Tellahah the son of Taher, who demanded if he 
had closed his dispatches for the preceding day ? Having replied in 
the affirmative, he was most agreeably suprised by an order, this day, to 
announce the death of Zulyemnein ; which with feelings of consider¬ 
able satisfaction, he proceeded to obey. It is further related, that when 
the former dispatch was delivered to U1 Mamun, Ahmed the son of 
Abi Khaled, as the pledge of Zulyemnein’s fidelity, was called uponby 
his sovereign to proceed immediately into Khorassaun, to vindicate 
his insulted authority ; and he was preparing for the expedition, when 
the second dispatch announced the death of Zulyemnein, and very 
seasonably relieved him from his embarrassment. 

The death of Zfilyemnein is stated to have taken place on the night 
of that very day on which he had undertaken to discard the authority 
of U1 Mamhn,just one year and six months after he had assumed the 
government of Khorassaun. He is described as being blind of an eye. 
In addition to the title of Zulyemnein, he was sometimes distinguished 
by the appellation of Abul Teyb, parent of good ; no slight argument 
of the popularity of his character. 

Tellahah or Tulleihah the son of Taher, the second of this race, 
assumed the government of Khorassaun on the death of his father ; but 
under the express, although perhaps nominal authority of U1 Mamun. 
Hdof theTi' ^ ieevents of his government the author is however entirely silent. 

Jierites. He died inthe two hundred and thirteenth of the Ilidjerah; and appears 
to have been succeeded, for a short time only, by a son of the name 
of Ally ; who was put to death by a body of insurgents, who had re¬ 
volted against his authority in the neighborhood of Neyshapfir. 

Abdullah the son of Tkher, the third in succession of his race, 
Ijappened to be at Dainur when he received intelligence oi his brother’* 
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death ; and he hastened, with similar powers from U1 Mamtin, to take 
possession of Khorassaun. On his march he found it a necessary pre¬ 
liminary to employ his exertions in suppressing the insurrection at 
Nejshaprir, which had occasioned the death of his nephew. And in 
this he appears to have succeeded without any extraordinary difficulty, 
or delay. 

Under the government of this chief it is related, on the authority of 
the Rouzut-us-suffa, that a fire-temple helonging to a remnant of the 
Magian superstition, had been yet allowed to stand by the side, or in 
the vicinity, of one of the mosques in the city of Herat; which, as that 
persecuted race were regular tributaries of the government, they had 
long been suffered to frequent without molestation. It happened how¬ 
ever, about this period, that some indiscreet and over zealous Mahom- 
medan teacher, in one of his discourses, should have taken occasion to 
remark to his congregation, that the true faith must be at a very low 
ebb in Herat, since a temple of the worshippers of fire was still left 
standing by the side of the tabernacle of their holy religion; arid not a 
Mussulman appeared of sufficient energy to lay it in ruins. These 
indiscreet expressions had the effect he seemed to desire, in inflaming 
the dormant zeal of his auditors. The Mosslems immediately assembled 
in great multitudes, and the same night proceeded to demolish both 
the mosque and its obnoxiousneighbour; and before the morningbroke, 
had erected a mosque entirely new from the foundations, on the site of 
the former structures. Next day, the aggrieved and insulted pyrolaters 
discovering what had passed, and equally affected withsurprise and re¬ 
sentment, made the best of their way towards Neyshaptir; in order to 
applyfor redress to Abdullah Taher,whoappears to have fixed the seatof 
his government in that city. Abdullah, on his part, desirous of strictly 
investigating the groundsof their complaint, summoned to his presence 
all the oldest builders that could be found either at Herat, or in the 
surrounding territory; w ho, strange to tell, to the numberoffour thou¬ 
sand individuals, all agreed in attesting that, so long as they had lived, 
the mosque had appeared exactly as it now stood; neither had there 
ever existed, on that spot, either mosque or fire-temple of any other 
description, to the best of their belief. Upon this testimony it is pro¬ 
bable, though not expressed, that the unfortunate Magians were com- 
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pelled to continue their lesson of forbearance under the injuries in¬ 
flicted upon them by their odious persecutors ; and the design of the 
author in relating the circumstance was, possibly, to intimate, that 
in thus totally obliterating from the minds of these worthies, the re¬ 
collection of the past, providence had wrought a fresh miracle in sup¬ 
port of the surpassing excellencies of Issldm. 

Abdullah Taher died in the two hundred and thirtieth ofthe Hidjerah, 
at the age of forty eight, and after successfully conducting the govern¬ 
ment of Khorassaun for a period of seventeen years. He was equally 
distinguished for his talents and the liberality of his disposition, and 
not less so for the moderation and justice of his administration. 

Taher the son of Abdullah, fourth ofthe raceofT&her, succeeded 
to his father; and was confirmed in his authority by a patent and 
standard conveyed to him by the Khalif U1 Wauthek. He died in the 
subsequent reign of Mustayne ; and of him the author furnishes no 
further memorial. 

Mahommed the son ofthe above mentionedT&her, and the fifth of 
this race, succeeded to his father, under the mandate and authority of 
U1 Mftstayne ; but being inordinately devoted to a life.of pleasure, the 
circumstance proveffa very natural stimulus to the ambition of Yakub 
the son of Laiss-ul-Sufaur, (the brazier or copper smith) who had by 
this time made himself master of Seiestaun ; and who determined to 
avail himself ofsuchan opportunity, to extend his usurpations to the 
neighbouring provinces. That adventurer accordingly conducted his 
troops to Iler&t; from whence, having without much difficulty expelled 
the officers and agents of the Taherite, lie directed his march towards 
Neyshapur. The only opposition which he appears to have experi¬ 
enced to his approach, on tKe part of the indolent and voluptuous 
Mahommed, was an absurd message to demand, whither he was pro¬ 
ceeding without the authority of the Khalit’s sign manual ? The son of 
Laiss placing his hand upon his sword, like many before and since, 
briefly observed in reply, “ this is my warrant, and this my authority” ! 
On the return of the messenger who conveyed this reply, the ministers 
ofthe son of Taher immediately forsook him, and dispersed to different 
quarters; and their degenerate princi pal fell, shortly afterwards, into the 
hands of his more warlike and enterprising adversary. This event, 
in the two hundred and fifty ninth ofthe llidjerah, put a pepiod to the- 
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power of the race of T&her, when it had subsisted in Khorassaun, for 
about four years more than half a century. 

The narrative proceeds next to describe the events which, through 
the operation of an inscrutable providence, transferred the sovereign 
power to the Sufauriah, or Sufarides; the sons of Laiss so denominated, 
from the ignoble occupation of their ancestor. On this subject we are 
informed that Laiss, the person from whom the dinasty derived its name 
and origin, was an obscure mechanic who wrought in brass, and from 
his occupation called Laiss-ul-Sufaur. # This man had three sons, 
Yakub, who for some time wrought at his father’s trade, and Omar, 
and Ally. Becoming tired of manual labour, Yakub prevailed upon 
some dissolute characters like hirpself to form a band of outlaws, with 
whom he thenceforward proceeded to earn a subsistance by robbery, 
and plunder on the highway : conducting himself, however, in this 
career of violence with singular moderation, as he was never known 
to take from any individual the whole of his property. 

One night, in the course of his predatory exploits, he, had contrived 
to excavate a passage into the palace of Derham the son of Nasser; a 
descendant of Iiauffia the son of Laiss, and of the celebrated Nusser 
Seyaur,who at that period held the government of Seiestaun; and hav¬ 
ing made up a convenient bale of gold and jewels, and the most costly 
stuffs, was proceeding to carty itoff, when he happened in the dark ta 
strike his foot against something hard on the floor. Thinking it might 
be a jewel of some sort or other, a diamond perhaps, he picked it up 
and put it to his tongue, and to his equal mortification and disappoint¬ 
ment, found it to be a lump of rock salt; for having thus tasted the salt 
of the owner, his avarice gave wa}' to his respect for the laws of hos¬ 
pitality; and throwing down his precious booty, he left it behind him, 
and w ithdrew empty-handed to his habitation. The treasurer of Der¬ 
ham ben Nasser repairing the next day, according to custom, to in¬ 
spect his charge, was equally surprised and alarmed at observing that 
a great, part of the treasure, and other valuables had been removed ; 
but on examining the package which lay on the floor, his astonish, 
ment was not less, to find that not a single article had been conveyed 
away. The singularity of the circumstance induced him to report it 
immediately to his master: and the latter causing it to be proclaimed 
* Laiss tlie brasier, or coppersmith. 
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A. H. 255 61 throt»ghout the city, that the author of this proceeding had his free 
A. D. 869-75. pardon, further announced that on repairing to the palace, he would be 
Kliolaussut- distinguished by the most encouraging marks of favor. Yakub Laiss 
hastened without the smallest apprehension to avail himself of the in¬ 
vitation ; and when the prince demanded what motive could have im¬ 
pelled him to abandon a prize so completely at his discretion, Yakub 
made a faithful disclosure of all that passed ; and was immediately 
enrolled among the Yessawuls, orexempts, employed about the person 
©f the chief to convey orders to those acting under his authority. 

From this period, the advancement of Yakub proceeded with such 
rapidity, that in a little time he became invested with the entire com¬ 
mand of the military force of his patron ; and on the death or removal 
Yakub, 1st of of the latter, it is not exactly stated which, the soldiery put themselves 
the Siifarides. under his authority, and enabled him to take possession of Seiestaun 
for himself. After this, having successively made himself master of 
Her&t, and Foshenje, he proceeded in two hundred and fifty-five 
through the desert into Farss ; where he succeeded in surprising the 
lieutenant of Sheirkz, whom he brought away with him a prisoner into 
Seiestaun. 

In two hundred and fifty-seven he further subjugated the provinces 
of Balkh and Tokharestaun ; and two years afterwards, by the sub¬ 
mission of Mahoinmed the son of Taher, as we have recently seen, he 
extinguished at Neyshapur the power of that family, and became mas¬ 
ter of Khorassaun. In the two hundred and sixtieth of the Hidjerah 
he engaged in hostilities with Hussun the son of Zeid, the prince of 
Tebrestaun,whom he defeated; but through the intenseness of the cold 
season, and a heavy fall of snow, which came upon them, he lost in 
the expedition, near forty thousand of his troops. In the two hundred 
and fifty first of the hidjerah, openly revolting against the authority of 
the Khalif Mfiatemmed, he seized the cities of Sheirauz andAhfiauz; 
but advancing towards Baghdad, in the course of the following year, 
he was opposed and defeated, as formerly observed, by U1 Mowffek, 
the Khalif's brother. On the day of his defeat Mahommed the son of 
Taber effected his escape from captivity, and sought an asylum with 
JSIfiatemmed. 
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Resuming bis design against Baghdad, Yakfib Laiss wason bis march A. H. 265-«7. 
towards that metropolis, when, in the course of the two hundred and A. D- 878 -a o. 
sixty-fifth of the Hidjerah, a fit of the colic terminated in death, his K l ll ° k 1 ^ ssut ' 
active and eventful career. He is said to have reigned in absolute 
sovereignty for a period of eleven years ; and he has left among histo¬ 
rians, a character distinguished for sagacity of mind, for rigid and im¬ 
partial justice, and for unbounded liberality. His numerous cavalry 
are represented, for the greater part, to have been mounted on horses 
from his own stables, and to have been subsisted from his private treasury. 

And as a proof of the splendor of his equipage on particular occasions, 
a thousand men in harness, chosen from the flower of his troops, with 
maces of gold on their shoulders, and the same number with maces of 
silver, are stated to have attended his person on days of ceremony. He 
adjusted all differences on his own personal investigation, and by the 
dictates of his own judgment; and he confided his secrets to no human 
being; to which latter may be ascribed the success which generally 
attended him in his undertakings. H is manners and mode of life were 
at the same time so simple and frugal, that a person, on some occasion 
or other, could not forbear expressing his surprise that he should pretend 
to sovereign power; when all he perceived in his tent was confined to 
the coarse carpet on which he reclined, and the armour which he wore, 
his answer either implies that be the manners of their leader what they 
may, his followers will always be found ready to.obey ; or that their 
conduct will ever be governed by the example of their ehief. 

Omar the son of Laiss, the second of the Sufauriah or Sufarides, 
succeeded to the authority and fortunes of his brother. As an ex¬ 
pedient to consolidate his power, he determined however on opening a 
negociation with the court of Muatemmed, and with suitable presents 
to appease the resentment of that monarch. An agent was accordingly Omar, lid of 
dispatched to apologise for the conduct of his predecessor. All this tlie Strides, 
was favorably received by the Khaleifah ; and a patent for the govern¬ 
ment of Khorassaun and Farss, with that of Isfahaun and Seiestaun, 
was.soon afterwards transmitted to Omar Laiss. Thus confirmed in 
hisauthority the latter now proceeded to Ivazvein; and having arranged 
bis interests in thatquarter, he repaired, in the course of the two hun- 
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A. H. 207-87. dred and sixty-seventh of the Hidjerah, to Sheirauz; and having estab- 
A. T>. 880 ooo. Jjshed his agents throughout Farss and the territory of Isfahaun, 

uhltb^'r" returne d into his*hative province of Seiestaun. 

In the course of two hundred and seventy-one, the Khalif Muatem- 
med, however, prevailed upon by the complaints of the inhabitants, 
withdrew from Omar Laiss his warrant for the government of Khor- 
assaun, and an army was dispatched from Baghdad to commence hos¬ 
tilities against that chief; who was ultimately defeated by the Khalil’s 
troops. Nevertheless, an insurrection having been set on foot in favor 
of Mahommed the son of Zeid, the Fatimite prince of Tebrestaun, in 
the two hundred and seventy fourth of the Hidjerah, by Itauffia the son 
of Harethmah, or Harsamah, the arms of Omar Laiss appear to have 
been directed in support of the Khalif’s authority ; and to have been 
so employed, until the year two hundred and eighty-six, when the in¬ 
surgent becoming the prisoner of that chieftain, was by him conveyed 
in fetters to Baghdad. From all which it is to be inferred, that a good 
understanding with that court had been by some means or other res¬ 
tored. But in the course of two hundred and eighty-seven, we find 
Ameir Issmauil the Samaunian, at the head often thousand horse, the 
greater part of whom with wooden stirrups, crossing the Jeyhfin at 
the request ofthe Khalif Mhatezzed, to attack the power ofOmar Laiss. 
The latter opposed him with seventy thousand cavalry. When the 
armies were drawn out for battle, however,, the horse which carried 
Omar becoming restiff and unmanageable, took fright, and bore his rider 
directly into the ranks of the enemy. This was followed by the entire 
defeat of his troops, and a complete victory on the part of Ameir Iss¬ 
mauil, to whom the son of Laiss became now a prisoner. 

In this state he had been conveyed tooneof the tents ofhisconqueror; 
from whence, observing one ofhis former domestics, who was passing 
by, he called to him to bring him something to eat. Having procured 
a piece of butcher's meat, the boy, for wantof other utensils, put it into 
a brass cover, used in ablutions, and kindled a fire under it. While 
he went in search of something to season it, a dog entered; and thrust¬ 
ing his nose into the broth, which was by this time boiling hot, 
scalded his teeth, and was endeavoring to withdraw his head, when 
some way or other it became fixed in the handle of the cover, and he 
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i$n off with the utensil Suspended to his neck. Amused by the acci- A. H. 283* 
dent, Omar Laiss burst into a loud fit of laughter; and oneof his guards A ' p ~ 90 °* 
demanding what, in such a situation, could afford him subject ofmirth ? ^^baur* 
he replied that on the morning of that day only, the purveyor of his 
kitchen had complained to him, that it was with no small difficulty a 
train of three hundred camels could convey his cooking furniture; “ I 
“ now perceive” said he, “ that a single cur can remove it with all the 
“ ease in the world.” 

After a detention of some days, Ameir Issmauil sent his captive to 
Baghdad; where he was condemned by Muatezzed to the confinement 
in which he ultimately perished, after having exercised the powers of 
royalty, for a period of nearly three and twenty years. Omar, or as 
he is occasionally denominated, Amru Laiss, has been stigmatized as 
an oppressive and sanguinary tyrant, ever covetous of the wealth accu¬ 
mulated by his ministers, and of all who served abqut his person : and, 
as an illustration, we are told that he should have one day called before 
him Mahommed the son of Besheir, of all others the .most distinguished 
in His confidence, and to have proceeded to tax him with some offence 
ofwhichhe alleged him guilty. Awareofhisobject,the minister, instead 
of wasting his breath in useless assertions of innocence, began to 
protest that in all the world he was worth no more than fifty purses of 
gold; all of which he was, however, ready to consign to the custody 
of his treasurer, if for the future he would engage not to suspect him 
of uncommitted crimes. “ Thou hast given me a decided proof,” 
observed the tyrant, “that of all the men of this age, thou art the most 
“sagacious :” directing his treasurer,however, to take charge ofthegold; 
though he further expressed himself highly delighted with this dis¬ 
creet sacrifice on the part of his obsequious minister. 

On intelligence of the defeat and captivity of Omar Laiss, his 
grandson, Taher the son of Mahommed, the third of the Sufauriah, 
proceeded, with the concurrence of the principal inhabitants of Sei- 
estaun, to take possessionof the throne of his grandsire. In the two Taher, TTTct 
hundred and eighty-ninth of the Hidjerah, he successfully invaded ® , ’ < ^ las ^ ofll *« 
Farss, and established his authority over the whole of that province. “ 

But the very next year, Segry, a slave of his grandfather’s, revolting 
against him, he was defeated and made prisoner by that insurgent, 
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«i skfabau rv y 6ars . wretched attempts made for a few days, on the extinction 
of his government, by a brother of the name of Mhaudil, arid 1 a cousin 
german of the name of Ilaiss ttoesen of Ally, terminating without suc¬ 
cess. The 'power of the 84 fauriah appears -to have subsisted altogether 
for about forty years. 

The attention of the reader wilf be now directed to the origin, and 
establishment of the race ofSatnan ; a line of princes destined'to act 
a far more conspicuous part, on the theatre of the Persian empire, 1 
than any of those who have hitherto claimed his notice, within the 1 
iimdtaof the present chapter. 

A. H. 202-5. It appears on competent authority, that while the Khalif U1 
A. D. 817-20. m fc n kept his court at Meru, a certain Assud the son of S&man, of the 
stock of Behram Tchoubein, repaired to his presence, accompanied 
by his four sons; and had the good fortune to be admitted to a con- 1 
ssderable share of'that prince’s favor. Oh the death of their father, 
and the departure of U1 Matnbn for Baghdad, when the government of 
Origin of the Khorassaun was vested in Ghassan, orOhessan, the son ofEbbaud, he' 
jateof Saman. received it in charge from his sovereign, to be particular in promoting* 
the advancement of the sons of Assud ; and in conformity with these 
instructions, the subordinate government of Samarkand was then con¬ 
ferred upon Nouh, the elder of the brothers ; that of Fergliaunah was 
allottedto Ahmed ; that ofShaush, and Osr&shnah to Yaheya; and the 
city of Her&t became the loriof Eleyas the fourth son of Assud. 

Onthe removal of Ghessan tomake room for the race of Taher, about 
the two hundred and fifth of the Hidjerah, his successors forbore to make 
any change in the destination of the four brothers ; but Nouh the son 
of Assud dying in the time of Teliabahthe so» of Taher, the govern¬ 
ment of Samarkand was committed, by that prince, to Yalieya and Ah- 
medy the second and third of the brothers. Of these, Ahmed possessed 
a distinguished reputation for his justice and piety, and he had seven 
sons whose names were as follows : Nasser, Yahiib, Yaheya , Assud, 
Issmauil, Isshauk or Isaac, and ffatnerd. To the former of these, 
when, after the exercise of his authority for a few daysonly, he re- 
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(t ired to a state of seclusion, Ahmed resigned die^e^ernroent of Sa- A. H. -281. 

, , A. D. 875. 

markand. ——-— 

When, ia the course of the year two hundred and sixty one, Yak 6 b 
Laiss had availed himself of the declining power, and degeper^ey of the 
race of Taker, to extend his usurpations into Kborassapn, a patent, 
or mandate for the government of Maur-un-neher, the country on the 
other side the Oxus; was dispatched by the llhalif M6atemmed, to 
this Nasser the son of Ahmed the Samaunian ; who chasing'to fix the 
seat of his.anthority at Samarkand, deputed his brother Issmauil to pre¬ 
side at Bokhara. In the process of no very long time, some misunderi 
standing being, however, produced between the brothers^ by the ill 
.offices of malignant men, they hastened to decide their differences in 
the field of battle. The younger brother, Issmauil, was victorious, 
and Nasser became his prisoner; but contrary to what might have been 
expected, he experienced the most generous treatment from his con¬ 
queror,* who caused him to be reconducted to Samarkand with every 
testimony ofrespect; and with the declaration, that he should continue 
to hold the government of Bokhara as his lieutenant only. Ameir 
Nasser dying in the latter end of the two hundred and seventy-ninth* 
of the llidjerah, Issmauil then became sole and absolute governor of 
Maur-un-neher ; and has therefore been properly considered by histor¬ 


ians as the first in order of the monarchs of the race of S6man. 

IssMAUiLthe son of Ahmed, first of thorace of S&man, when seated 
on the throne of royalty, is said to have exhibited to the world a noble 
example of justice and moderation. Having, as we have already seen, 
defeated and taken prisoner the usurper Omar Laiss, and sent him a IsMAprt 
captive to the court of the Khalif Muatezzed, he received from that monarch ’ of S 
prince in return, with.the most costly and magnificent dresses of honor, Bokhara, of the 
a patent for the government of aU the provinces lately held by. the same race ofSaman * 
usurper, including Seiestaun, Khorassaun and Mazanderaun, Rey and 
fefahaun. The Khalit’s dispatches were received on this occasion by 
Issmauil, withdemonstrationsofsingular respect. Hehumbled himself 
as be put on each separate dress of honor, in two prostrations of prayer 
in token of his gratitude, and bestowed upon the bearer of the patent, 
a donation of seven hundred thousand dinaurs.f 
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On the authority of Nizam-ul-Mulk the Tftssite, it is affirmed, tha£ 
on the defeat and capture of Omar Laiss, Ameir Issmauil proceeded 
to enquire'after the treasures of his captive ; and having failed in the 
discovery by other expedients, demanded of him in person where they 
had been deposited. The answer was, that they had been committed to 
the care of one of his relatives of the name of Saum ; by whom, in aH 
.probability they were conveyed to Herht. On this information Iss¬ 
mauil conducted his troops before that city; and the inhabitants having 
surrendered, on express stipulations to his mercy, he hastened to re¬ 
quire, from thekinsman of Omar Laiss, that account of his master's trea- 
sureswhichhis information hadled him toexpect; but without success. 
In the mean time, the necessities both of his officers and their followers 
had become extremely urgent; and it was intimated to him, by some 
of his confidential friends, that the city of Herat, and the adjoining ter¬ 
ritory, contained an immense population ; and that if from every com¬ 
petent individual, a contribution were levied of only one ineskal, about 
a dram and a half, of gold, he would be able to raise a prodigious sum 
of money, to the .entire and ample relief of his army. The virtuous 
Issmauil, with a rectitude which reflects unfading lustre upon his me* 
mory, rejected without hesitation, the iniquitous proposal; observing in 
reply, that he had promised to this people his protection, and that no¬ 
thing should induce him to extort from them the smallest artiele of 
their property. Then, lest any further corrupt suggestion of the 
principle of evil might be urged with him to infringe his capitulation, 
he withdrew in haste from before Her&t, and encamped at a consider¬ 
able distance from it. His generals, nevertheless, again assailed him 
on thesame subject; when headdressed them in these memorable words. 
“ That Being, who with the scourge of his destiny, impelled the horse 
“ of Omar Laiss to place his rider at my disposal, is also able to supply 
44 the wants, and repair the equipments of my soldiers, without the 
“ guilt, on my part, of a breach of faith with his creatures.” For this, 
his just forbearance, the reward soon followed. 

One of the ladies of his family had taken off her neklace of rubies, 
and laid it on some conspicuous place, while employed on some, 
business or other which required her attention- A kite, which was 
Covering near, taking the rubies for pieces of meat, immediately 
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pounced upon, and carried off the necklace. The domestics who A. H. 28f. 

fortunately observed the robbery, hastened to take horse and watch A. P. aoo. 

the motions of the plunderer. After some time, the kite let drop Kllolaussut " 

. , , r , ■ V , . ■ . ul-akhbaur. 

the necklace From his talons, and it fell, as it happened, into a 

neighboring draw-well.. One of the party, who had anxiously accom¬ 
panied the motions of the animal, descending into the well, discovered 
that it communicated, some way or other, with an inner cavern ; in 
which his attention was immediately attracted by a number of chests 
piled together. These he found, on inspection, to be entirely filled 
with gold and jewels; the treasure of Omar Laiss, conveyed thither by 
his kinsman, as to a place of perfect security. From this acciden¬ 
tal discovery, as if in just compensation for his scrupulous observance 
of the faith of treaties, the good Issmauil derived a far more abundant- 
supply to satisfy the demands of his followers, than could have arisen 
from any unwarrantable contribution, which he might have imposed. 
upon the defenceless inhabitants of Herat. 

Ameir Issmauil survived his triumph over Omar Laiss, for some¬ 
thing more than seven years, during which he continued to govern 
with equal glory to himself and advantage to his people ; until the 
middle of the month of Suffur, of the year two hundred and ninety- 
five,* when, at the age of sixty, he withdrew to the regions of eternal 
bliss. 

Abu Munusser, or Nasser, Ahmed, the son of Issmauil, second 
of theSamanides, or race of S&man. 

This prince succeeded to the throne of his father at Bokhara, im¬ 
mediately on the demise of the departed monarch ; and was confirmed A HM ED,IIdof 
in his royal dignity by letters patent, and a standard, transmitted for 
that purpose by. the Khalif Mukteffy IFIllah. 

About five years after his accession, namely, in the three hundredth 
of the Hidjerah, Omar the son of Yakfib, the great grandsqn of Omar 
Laiss, revolted in Seiestaun; and seized and imprisoned Munsur the 
son of Isshauk the Samaunian, the lieutenant of the province; on 
which a considerable force was dispatched, by Ameir Ahmed, under 
Hfisseyno the son of Ally, to restore his authority in that country. 

After sustaining a siege of nine months in the capital of Seiestaun, the 
insurgent was compelled, either by his fears, or by extreme distress, to 

November 25, A, D. 907, 
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A. H. 300. implore for mercy: and on surrendering the city, jand putting himself 
A - p - 912, into thehands of Hfisseyne, he was, together with Eben Heffaur hi^ 
principal associate, conducted a prisoner to Bokhara. The govern¬ 
ment of Seiestaun was now . conferred, by the Samanian monarch* 
on Semjur Dowauty. 

While engaged on a hunting ptlriy, in the course of the year three 
hundred and one, Aineir Ahmed had given orders,.on quitting one of 
his encampments, to set fire to the ^pot; when he jreceiyed intelligence 
from Jurjaun, that Hussun, the son of Ally-ul-fttrush (the deaf) the, 
Eatimite, hadexpelled'hislieutenaut from Tebrestaun, and made him¬ 
self master of that province. On this information, Ahmed is sai<| to 
have been affected to such a degree, as to have impiously ejaculated, 

“ if it was the will of God that the territory of Tebrestaun should d,e- 
“ part from under his authority, to give hipi death 1” and immediately 
returning on his steps, encamped on the same ground which he hacl 
just given orders to set fire to. Men of intelligent minds converted, thq 
circumstance into an omen which boded no good : and it accordingly 
fell out, that some of his domestic slaves, at this very crisis, offended 
at their exclusion from those assemblies which tl^eir sovereign occa¬ 
sionally held, with the learned and ingenions individuals who frequented 
his court, seized their opportunity ; and, on Thursday the twenty- 
third of the latter Jummaudy,* entering the tent of Ameir Ahmed* 
there treacherously murdered their benefactor. Some of the assassins, 
were laid hold of the next day, and cut tp pieces by the nobles, who> 
conveyed the body of their sovereign to the capital of Bokhara for in¬ 
terment. Subsequent to his death, which took place in the seventh 
year of his reign, the title of Ameir Sheheid, the martyred Ameir, wa^, 
bestowed upon this prince. 

Abul Hussun Nasser, there frequently written Mfinus^er , the 
son of Ahmed, third of the Samanides. 

Having ascended the throne of his father at eight, years of age, the. 
^ftheSaman^ e ^ evat * on prince excited aj, first but contemptibje expectations- 

ides. * n minds of the people; by. whom it was generally remark;e<J, thafr 

when they considered the pretensions of his uncle the patriarch 

• January 23rd, 91^ 



Wruenior, offhe ffouseof Shman, Whb was in possession of the govern- A. H. 3<T1* 
ment of Satriai'karnd, if Was not difficult to prognosticate the degree A. D- 914. 
bf pbWbr, to Which such a tttinbr 1 would be suffered to attain. The dis- 
poser of events had, however, ordained that this same despised stripling. 

Who ultimately received the title of Ameir Saeid, the august Ameir, 
dhbtild, in the stequel, attain to the most exalted rank among the poten¬ 
tates of tfhe earth. 

In thi'early part of his reign, the affairs of the government had been 
necessarily committed by A'meif Nasser, with the dignity of Yezzeir, 
to the discretion of Abu Abdullah Mahommed the son of Ahmed; and 
Esshauk - the Sattiaunian having, as it was foreseen, approached Bo¬ 
khara, with designs hostile to his nephew’s authority, a general of the 
name of Hamfiyah was selected to command the army employed to 
oppose him. Being twice defeated by this commander, and compelled 
affor his last discomfiture to fly for shelter to Samarkand, the invader 
was pursued thrther by Ilamuyah; who appears to have entered that 
metropolis Without resistance. A rigid search was immediately set 
<5n foot in order to discover the retreat of Isshauk; who, at last yielding 
to his fears, delivered himself up to the mercy of the conqueror, by 
whom he Was conveyed without delay to Bokhara, where he termin¬ 
ated his days in a prison. 

A slave ofYussufthe son of Abi-ul-Sauje, of the nameofFaeik, hav¬ 
ing revolted against the authority of the Khalif Muktedder, in the 
course of the year three hundred and thirteen,* and seized the city andr 
territory of Rey, Ameir Nasser received that monarch’s instructions to 
proceed agaihst'the insurgent. The rebel Faeik was expelled from his 
usurpations, apparently without difficulty; and Ameir Nasser having 
continued in that quarter-for two months, left the province on his de¬ 
parture, to the care of Semjur Dowauty, already noticed in a preced¬ 
ing page. 

On the authority of the Tarikh gfizeidah, it is now described that 
Mhkan the son of Kauky, perhaps Kauly, one of the feudatories of the 
princes of tlie race ofBfiyah, invading Khorassaun, in the three hun¬ 
dred and twenty ninth of the Ridjerah, Ameir Nasser dispatched 
against him, Ally one of his principal generals ; by whom that chief 

• A.'D. 925. 
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A. H. 829. was defeated and killed, and the event announced to his sovereign » 
A. D. 940. a note s j n g U j ar brevity. Wa-Makdna-saur-kausmch'Ct . 
ul-akhbaur" commencment of the year three hundred and thirty one, 

however, the respectable Ameir Nasser was smitten by a stroke of the 
palsy. While he suffered under this affliction, he caused an apartment 
to be constructed immediately before the entrance of his palace, to be 
called the house of prayer; in which, in vestments of purest white, and 
in acts of devotion to his maker, he passed the greater part of the re¬ 
mainder of his days; until, in the month of Rudjub of the same year,? 
he was received into the bosom of divine mercy. He died .at the early 
age of eight and thirty, after a prosperous reign of thirty years,; distin¬ 
guished for his clemency, liberality, beneficence, and justiee, and not 
less^by the exemplary piety, and blamelessness, of his life and manners. 

Nouh the son of Nasser, fourth of the race of Skman, with the en¬ 
tire concurrence of the military chiefs, and other nobility of Bokhara, 
proceeded to seat himself on the throne of his father ; selecting Ab&I 
IVth f ^ azze ^ Mahommed, the son of Ahmed for the post of Vezzeir, to assist 
theSawanides. ^im * n ^ ie mana g e m e nt of affairs. About the close of the three hun¬ 
dred and thirty second of the Hidjerah, during his residence at Merfl, 
Nouh gave protection to Washmagueir the son of Zebaur, who had 
withdrawn from Tebrestaun ; and who, experiencing from the Sam- 
aunian on this occasion a distinguished and welcome reception, re¬ 
turned at the head of a body of troops, furnished by that prince, towards 
Jurjaun ; and having wrested that territory from Hussun the son of 
Feyrbzan, took secure possession of the government for himself. 

Here the good fortune of Ameir Nouh seems to have terminated ; 
since from this period his reign appears to have heen exposed to all 
the mischiefs of dissenssion, revolt, and civil war. In three hun¬ 
dred and thirty four^ Abfi Ally the son of Mahommed Mehtauje, who 
administered the government of Rey, revolted against his authority; 
and having raised his uncle Ibrauhim, the son of Ahmed the Samaun- 
ian, to the royal dignity, proceeded to invade the provinceof Khorass- 
aun. On intelligenceof this event Ameir Nouh quitted Rokh&ra, and 
hastened across the Jeyhdn to Mepu ; where, on the approach of the 
enemy, the greater part of his troops faithlessly deserted his standard^ 
• March, A. D, 943, fA.D.945* 
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and went over to Tiis adversaries. In consequence of this, he was 
compelled to recross the Jeyhftn in a single boat, to .avoid, or abandon 
his capital, and make the best of his way to Samarkand. The year 
following, after taking entire possession of Khorassaun, Abu Ally ad¬ 
vanced to Bokh ra, and there proclaimed the authority of Ibrauhim. 
But some evil disposed person having awakened a jealousy in his mind, 
against the instrument of his ambition, Abu Ally, shortly after this, 
withdrew into TArkestaun, or western Tartary ; and Ibrauhim becom¬ 
ing unequal to the Cares of royalty, Ameir Nouh embraced the oppor¬ 
tunity of returning towards Bokhara, where an accommodation was 
brought about by the nobles between the uncle and nephew. By this 
it was arranged that Ameir Nouh should retain the sovereign author¬ 
ity, and that the superintendance of the armies should be vested in 
Ibrauhim. The tw o princes then joined, and directed the whole of 
their attention to oppose, and defeat the hostile designs of Abu Ally. 

Both united; they proved, however, unequal to a contest with that 
warlike chieftain, who after a signal victory over the two princes, again 
took possession ofBokh ra; where he now invested Mahommed the son 
of Nasser, the brother of Ameir Nouh, with the honors of royalty. But 
still conceiving an apprehension of the hostile disposition of the no¬ 
bles of Bokhara, Abu Ally left that city, and retired to Tcheghaunian ; 
while Ameir Nouh -hastened, by invitation' of the same nobles, to 
revisit his capital; into which he was triumphantly reconducted by 
Ibrauhim, and his brother Abu Jauffer, and once more firmly re-estab¬ 
lished on the throne^ of, his ancestors. lie determined, however, on 
this occasion, to secure himself against all further competition on their 
part, by immediately searing the eyes of his uncle Ibrauhim, and of 
both his brothers, Mahommed, and Abut Jauffer. 

In the three hundred and thirty ninth of the Hidjerah,* a correspon¬ 
dence took place which terminated in an accommodation between Ameir 
Nouh, and Abfi Ally; Ameir Nouh condescending to forgive the past, 
and inviting his rebellious feudatory to accept the government of Khor- 
assa«n,ofwhich hewas accordinglyptit in possesion. In threehundred 
and forty-two, in conjnnction with Washmagueir the son of Zehaur, 
the same Abu. Ally conducted 3 force towards Rey, in order to oppose 
the designs ofltokken-ud-doulah theDeylemite; buthavingconcludetj 

* A. t . !>50. 
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<A. II. 342. a treaty of peaee with that prince, on his engaging-to remit annually 
- *A. D. 988 . t 0 t jj e exchequer of Ameir Nouh the sum ©f .two hundred thousand 
^ altbbau* 1 " ^‘ naure ’* he'was, on his return from the expedition, accused to his 
sovereign’by Washmagueir, of having from a motive of corrupt and 
■improper partiality, consented to a peace with the Deyiemite, when 
. he had a fair opportunity of destroying his potver. In consequence of 
ith is accusation, Abu Ally was once more exposed to the displeasure 
■ Of Ameir Nouh; by whom-he was immediately superseded in the 
government of Khorassaun, which was now transferred to another 
chief of the name of Abb S&eid. Abb Ally, on his part, withdrew to 
Rey, and was there admitted by Rofeken-ud-doulah, among the most 
distinguished of his followers. 

Soon after this, in the former Rebbeia of the three hundred and 
forty-third of the Hidjerah,f and in the thirteenth year of an eventful 
' and turbulent reign, Ameir Nouh took his departure for a better world, 
he bore also the title of Ameir Harmeidj—^-the laudable or well approved. 

Abul Fouauress (father of chivalry) Abdulmejlek, the son of 
Nouh, fifth of the race of Siman. 

This prince, through the influence and exertionsofBukkerthe son of 
MMek, and ultimately with the concurrence of the nobles of Bokhara, 
succeeded to the throne of his father. lie was engaged in frequent 
hotilities with Rokken-ud-doulah the Deyiemite; but after employing 
ABDUtMEtEK, several armies in vain to reduce his power, he consented at last to 
Vth of the race a treaty of peace with that prince. It was during the neigh of Ab- 
®t dulm&lek the Samaunian that, raised from the lowest condition of ser¬ 

vitude to the most exalted distinctions of the state, Aleptekkein, or 
Aipnttekein, was advanced to the government of Khorassaun; and there 
amassing prodigious wealth, and applying that wealth to engage a 
numerous train of followers in his service, became ultimately too 
powerful for his master. This was the patron of Sebektekein the father 
of the celebrated Mahmud of Gbeznin. 

Ameir Abdulm^lek, who bore during life the additional title of 
Mupyud, confirmed , and after his death that of Mouffek, prosperous, 
received, in the course of the three hundred and fiftieth of theHidjerah, 
* 01,0061.18s. 4d. f July, A. D.051 
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a^jjgercm* feH from his horse, white :o«g3ged in the fevorite Persian A. H. sst. 
.game* of Gfii Tehougao, or horse-Goff; of which he died in a very - 4 ‘ D * 961 ~ 
§horf time, after a reign of something moje than seven years. Kh< fcW»w" 

Ann Saxah Mdnstjb the son of Nouh, sixth oftheraceofSaman. "* 

It w«uld appear that on the death of Abddbn&lek, an agent had been 
dispatched by the nobles of Bokhara, into Kfeatasauun, to demand of 
Alputtekein, who had by this time become almost absolute master of 
that powerful province, which of the race of $ama«. he conceived Wor¬ 
thiest pf the succession ; but before the messenger could return With 
the reply, qfitbat chief, that Mubsur was tqo'mueh of a stripling, and 
that in hit judgment their choice should be fixed upon one of his un¬ 
cles, the principal generals and nobility had united in favor of the, same 
IVLunsur, whom they had accordingly proclaimed in the room of his 
deceased brother. In consequence of his apprehensions of the resent- MuNsmt.VTtl* 
mi nt of the young monarch on this account, Alputtekein determined race 

to disobey the summons which he received to repair to Bokharaand 
soon afterwards breaking out into open rebellion, withdrew towards 
Cheznin, accompanied by a body of three thousand of. his own disci¬ 
plined slaves, or Maumluksg with whose assistance he took possession, 
sword in hand,of thatcity and the wholeofthe adjoining territory. The 
government of Khorasgaurj was now, transferred to Abul Husseyoe 
Stemjur ; but though an army was twice dispatched to chastise the de¬ 
fection of Alputtekein, it returned as often repelled by the skilful val¬ 
our of that successful adventurer and his followers. 

In the year three hundred and fifty three, Kholf the son of Aluned, 
descended by the mother-side from the Su&uriah or raceof'Laiss, being 
compelled by the revolt of one of his principal subjects, to abandon 
theprovinceof Seiestaun, now sought the assistance ©f Ameir Munsur; 
and receiving from him an ample supply of troops and treasure,, was 
enabled to return in triumph to his capital, and to resume with addi¬ 
tional lustre, his authority in the territory of Neimrouz-. This: Kholf 
the son of Ahmed is represented, at the same time, as equally adorned 
and distinguished, by his acquirements in all the learning of his age 
and country, by the liberality and benevolence of his mind,, and by 
his unbounded, patronage of geuiys and science however exhibited. 

i 3* 
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^Underthe three hufidred and fifty sixth of theflidjerah, we fltid’re» 
corded the death of Washmagueir, prince of Jurjaun ; who was, suc¬ 
ceeded by his son Beisettoun, as will be again noticed in a future 
page. About the same period, through themediation of AbCii H usseyne 
‘Senajur^ a treaty was concluded between Ameir Munsur, and Rokben- 
ud-donlah the Deyfemite; by which the latter submitted to pay 
into the treasury of the Samaunian, an annual tribute of one hundred 
and fifty thousand dinaurs of gold.* 

After a generally successful reign of fifteen years, the death of Ameir 
Munsur is recorded to have taken place on the eleventh of Rudjub of 
the three hundred and sixty-fifth of the Hidjerah f -He bore while 
living the additional title of Ameir Mfieyud, the conjirmed, which was 
transmuted after death into Ameir Seddeir —the prince who resides in 
heaven, in the mansion of Gabriel. 

AbulKaussem Nouh the I Id, son of Muns&r, and seventh of the 
race of S&man, ascended the throne of his father without opposition ; 
and evinced no less discrimination than prudence, in bestowing the 
office of Vezzeir on Abiil Hfisseyne Utteba, equally distinguished by 
his virtues, and his consummate abilities. 

At a very early period of the reign of Ameir Nouh the second, Al- 
puttekein died in possession of Ghezntn, and was succeeded by bis 
slave Sebektekein, or Sebekteguin, the father of the celebrated Mahmud. 
And in three hundred and sixty six, Kkbouss the son of Washma¬ 
gueir became prince of Jfirjaun, on the death of his brother Beisettoun. 

Aboutfiveyears afterwards,namely in thethree hundred and seventy 
firstof the Hidjerah,J AmeirNouh finding it expedient to remove Abfil 
Husseyne the Semjurite from the government of Khorassaun, and to 
confer that province upon Abfil Abbas Taush, sometimes entitled 
Hussaum-ud-doulah, the degraded lieutenant ascribed his supersession 
eithe r to the calumnies^ or ill offices of Abfil H&sseyne the Vezzeir ; 
and immediately entering intoa conspiracy with Faeik, who had been 
some time enrolled among the principal officers of Ameir Nouh, re¬ 
solved on the destruction of that able and faithful minister. This, 
through the treachery of some of ;the slaves whom they suborned t8 
* o«,750l. + Mutch 14, A. o. 970. J A. I?. 981 
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.the execution of their design, they found it no great difficulty to ac¬ 
complish. In the mean time Ameir Nouh, equally afflicted by the 
loss of his minister, and offended by the daring insolence thus exer- 
, cised against his authority, dispatched to Neyshapfir, requiring the 
immediate presence of Hussaum-ud-doulah, in order to assist him in 
avenging the injury. Hussaum-ud-doulah repaired without delay to 
Bokhara ; and all those of the murderers of the unfortunate Yezzeir 
whom he could lay hands on, were speedHy consigned to the awful 
solitude of the grav e. The Vizzaurut was then conferred on Abul 
H uSsey n e (Mezzeny^ 

While Mussaum-ud-doulah Taush remained atBokh&raon this oc¬ 
casion* Abfil Hfisseyne the Semjurite had been dispatched at the in¬ 
stance of Ameir Nouh to lay siege to the capital of Seiestaun: but he 
no sooner found that the province of Khorassaun was left through the 
absence of its ruler, to provide for its own defence, than that refractory 
chieftainenteredinto afresh conspiracy with Faeik ;and, in conjunction 
with him, proceededimmediately into Khorassaun, to oppose the return 
of Taush. The latter hastened however to meet his adversaries ; but 
an unaccountable accommodation taking place between the parties, it 
was finally arranged that the command of the troops, add the govern¬ 
ment of Neyshapur should continue as formerly, with Abftl Abbas 
Taush, Hussaum-ud-doulah indifferently so called; while the city of 
Balkh was ceded to Faeik, and that of Her&t to the Semjftrite. 

Not long afterwards, the Vizzaurut being transferred by Ameir Nouh 
to Abdullah, or perhaps Abdulazziz, the new minister, entertaining no 
great degree of complacency towards Hussaum-ud-doulah Taush, 
soon prevailed upon his sovereign to remove that distinguished com¬ 
mander from his employments; and to consign his post to Abul 
liusseyne the Semjfirite, already governor of Herat. On this 
Hussaum-ud-doulah applied for assistance to Fakher-ud-doulah 
the Deylemite, on whom, by former services, he had laid some 
very lasting obligations ; and having obtained the support he sought 
for, immediately commenced hostilities against jthe Semjurite. But 
being resolutely opposed by that commander, in conjunction with his 
associate Faeik the governor of Balkh, Abul Abbas after repeated con¬ 
flicts was ultimately defeated, and compelled, to withdraw for protec¬ 
tion to his friend Fakher-ud-doulah ; with whom he re sided hence- 
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forward, in a state ©f inactivity, and repose from the cares of ambition, 
until,in thethreehundredandseventy ninth of the Hidjdrah,a pestilen¬ 
tial disorder terminated his mortal existence. 

AbulHusseyne Mahommed,the son of {hrauhina, the seas of Samjftr, 

©f whom so much as been recently spoken, dying about this period, 
the government of-Neyshapdr, was confirmed, by Ameir Nouh,to bis 
son Ahfi Ally; while that of Her&t was bestowed upon F&eik. 
But jealousies: and animosities arising between these two rival 
chiefs, they soon proceeded to adjust their difference© by the sword. 
The issue was favorable to Abu Ally ; and his antagonist retiring to 
Merfi-ur-rfid,* there assembled a fresh army ; but instead of leading it 
tb renew the eon test with hisrival,hei»arched,withouttheconcurrence 
©fbis sovereign,directly towards Bokhara- Alarmed at this suspicious, 
movement, Ameir Nouh on his part, sent two of his generals Eynaunje 
and Bekhtozun to give him battle. The refraotory and seditious F&eik 
was here again defeated ; and making the best of his way to Termed,, 
the principal pass on the main.branch of the Oxus, from thence opened 
a correspondence with Bogbra Khaun, the monarch of Tfirkestaun 
whom he earnestly invited to undertake the conquest of Maur-un- 
neherv 

On the other hand, having-rendered himself absolute in Khorassaun, 
Abb 1 Ally the Semjurite, forgetful of his. allegiance, and of the gratuit¬ 
ous favors, of his sovereign, entered upon measures of similar hostility 
to the government of hia benefactor. In prosecution of these hostile 
designs, letters were by him also transmitted to the same Khaun of" 
Turkestaun, already mentioned, in which he proposed, that if that 
monarch would approach Bokh&ra, from the eastward, he would him¬ 
self advance to attack it from the side of the Oxus; further stipulating 
however, that when Ameir Nouh should be disposed of, the Khaun 
should be satisfied with thatpart of the dismembered territory eastward 
of the Oxus, while the wholeof Khorassaun should be vested with full 
sovereignty in hknself. 

This application appears to have determined Boghra Khaun at- once 
toadvance against Bokh&ra; and Eynaunje, who wasemployed tooppose 
him on the part of Atfteir Nouh, having been defeated and taken pris¬ 
oner, that prinoe was oonstrained by the urgency of the danger to over 
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look the recent rebellious attempt of F&eik, and to dispatch to Termed a. H. dso- 83 . 
to entreat his assistance. Such was the man whom he now selected A. D. dJHJ- 93 . 
to make, head against the Khaun Of the western Tartars; and that per- Kholaussut- 
fidious chief proceeded accordingly to Samarkand. On the approach uUkl,baUr * 
of the Tartar monarch, he drew his troops out of that city for the 
purpose, as it might have been conceived, of giving battle; but, before 
he could discharge an arrow in the faceof the enemy, he basely turned 
his back, and withdrew to Bokhara. Having taken possession of Sa¬ 
markand, Boghra Khaun advanced without further obstacle, towards 
the metropolis of the race of S&man, which was abandoned on his ap- 
proachby Ameir Nouh. The false F&eik now went over to the Khaun, 
and being immediately admitted amongst the most distinguished 
members of his court, proceeded shortly afterwards under his authority 
to preside over the territory of Bklkh. 

Thus expelled from his capital, Ameir Nouh, disguising his ex¬ 
terior, hastened across the Jeyhfin, and took post at a place called 
Amulshet, perhaps the town of Amol on that river. Here he was 
gradually joined by his troops, and found himself after some delay at 
the head of a considerable force. In the mean time, the Khaun of 
Turkestaun, being attacked by some malignant disorder, which he 
might have ascribed to the climate, suddenly adopted the re¬ 
solution of returning to his native country, and died on his march. 

On intelligence of thisunexpectedevent, Ameir Nouh proceeded with 
infinite delight to repossess himself of Bokhara, and was again restored 
to the throne of his ancestors. In the midst of the incertitude and 
despondence produced by this diversity offortune, Abfi Ally the Sem- 
jftrite at last conceived the design of dispatching an ao-t nt to entreat 
for his past offences, the forgiveness of an injured sovereign : when his 
evil genius so ordered it that he should be joined by the rebel F&eik 
his late competitor ; who had been compelled to fly before the troops 
of Ameir ]^ouh,and who now employed with Abti Ally such arguments 
as dissuaded him from his design, and prevailed upon him oilfce more 
to display the standard of disloyalty. 

After some deliberation, Ameir Nouh determined in these circum¬ 
stances to dispatch to Gheznin, and demand the aid of Sebektekein • 
and the application experienced from tliat able and warlike chieftain] 
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A. H. 384. An attention most flattering to the hopes of the Samauninn. Sometime 
A ’ . P ‘ in the three hundred and eighty fourth of the hidjerah, he set out from 
uUkhbaui- 1 ' ^eznin, at the head of a powerful army; and having on his arrival at 
Bokhara demonstrated for AmeirNouh every possible degree of zeal 
and respect, proceeded in conjunction with him, immediately in quest 
of the rebel associates. The latter had by this timesecured the support 
ofFakher-ud-doulah the Deylemite; and advancing from Her&t, aided 
by thereinforcementsreceivedfrom thatprince, appeared little disposed 
to avoid a battle. In the conflict which ensued, they were however 
totally defeated by AmeirNouh, and his powerful ally; and making the 
best of their way to Neyshapur, continued their flight, after remaining 
there a few days only, to Jfirjaun; where they became content to enrol 
themselves in the train of Fakher-ud-doulah. Ameir Nouh evinced 
his gratitude for this important service, by bestowing upon Sebektekein 
the title of Nasser-ud-dein-—defender of the faith, with every possible 
mark of favor and distinction ; while he conferred upon his son, the 
celebrated Mahmfld, with the title ofSeyf ud-doulah—sword ofthe state, 
the supreme command of his armies, and the government of Khorass- 
aun. Having reposed himself for some time at Herat, Sebektekein, 
returned to (jhezntn, and Mahmfid repaired to the seat of his govern¬ 
ment at Neyshapfir. 

Having however contrived to raise a fresh army in Jurjaun, Abii 
Ally and Fkeik, who have by some authors been considered as child¬ 
ren of the same father, in the course of three hundred and eighty-five,* 
like an unforeseen calamity, appeared once more, under the walls, of 
Neyshapur ; and pouring with irresistible fury into the camp of Seyf- 
ud-doulah Mahmud, compelled him to fly with considerable loss. 
But Ameir Sebektekein, with all the force he could assemble, soon 
afterwards entering Khorassaun, to the assistance of his son, and 
Faeik and Abu Ally hastening from Neyshapur to oppose him, the 
two armies came to a decisive battle in the neighborhood ofTusse;. in 
which victory declared for the standard of Sebektekein, with dreadful 
slaughter to his adversaries. Abii Ally and his associate sought a 
temporary asylum in the fortress of Kolaut; from whence they were, 
in a very few days, however, compelled to withdraw, and betake 
themselves for a considerable period to a desultory and wandering life, 

* A. D. 985. 
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At last they separated, Faeik directing his course towards the terrl- A.II. 384-& 
tories of Eylek,the successor of BogHraKhaun ofTArkestaun, and Abfii A. D. 994-c. 
Ally proceeding to JArjauniah, to implore the protection of Mamun the Kbolaussut- 
son of Mahommed Farighfiny, prince of that country. But before he ul ' akllbanr * 
could effect his escape to the residence of the chieftain whose protection' 
he sought, Abu Ally was seized at Hazaurasp, and detained a prisoner 
by Abu Abdullah, king of Khaurezm. This drew upon the Khaur- 
ezmian the vengeance of MamAn, by whom he was immediately 
attacked, taken prisoner, and put to death. Having liberated the 
fugitive, and otherwise treated him with great kindness and respect, 

Mamun next employed his mediation with Ameir Nouh to obtain 
a pardon for the offences of AbA Ally ; in which, as far as appearances 
could be trusted, he prevailed. Abb Ally was invited to repair toe 
Bokhara, and being induced to accede to the invitation, was compelled.' 
on his arrival in that capital, to take up his abode in a prison ; and 
information of His being at last in safe custody, being conveyed to 
Ameir Sebektekein, at this period residing at MerA, a request was 
transmitted from that prince that, the prisoner might be consigned 
over to his care. To this, if he were even so disposed, Ameir Nouh 
was not in circumstances to demur, and Abu Ally was accordingly 
removed to MerA ; and in the prisons of Sebektekein, from which he 
never escaped, made some atonementfor his disloyalty and ingratitude. 

More fortunate in his exertions, Faeik made good his- retreat to the 
court of Eylek Khaun, whom, without'much difficulty, he prevailed* 
upon to resume the designs of his predecessor against the territory on 
the Jeyhun. Ameir Nouh, on his part, again solicited the aid of Sebek-' 
tekein; who hastened without delay to Bokhara, to oppose the invader:' 
but Ameir Nouh declining to quit his capital, to participate in the- 
hazards of the field of battle, an incipient and unaccountable jealousy 
fastened on the mind of Sebektekein. In his measures to counteract 1 
the designs of the enemy he neglected to exert his accustomed ener¬ 
gies, and he finally concluded a dishonorable peace; by which he 
consented that the able Faeik should be formally confirmed in the 
government of Samarkand, and that all hostilities should here termin¬ 
ate on either side, 
von, ii 
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Ameir Nouh does not appear to have long survived these events*. 
His death took place in the month of Rudjub of the three hundred and 
eighty seventh of the Hidjerah,* the two and twentieth year of his 
reign. He has subsequently borne the titje of Ameir Ruzzy-~the 
prince who is in paradise. 

Abul Hareth Munsur the son of Nouh, eighth of the race of 
Saman, was seated on thethrone ofhis father by the unanimous concur¬ 
rence of the Nobles of Bokhara. But Eylek Khaun of Turkestaun, 
becoming apprized of the death of the late monarch, immediately 
marched for Samarkand, into which he was triumphantly received by 
his adherent Faeik. The, latter proceeded shortly afterwards by the 
Khaun’s instructions towards Bokhara ; which Ameir MunsCir, inca¬ 
pable of resistance, abandoned at his approach, retiring across the Jey- 
liun. Having taken possession of the metropolis, a belief was circu¬ 
lated by Faeik, that so far from entertaining any designs hostile to 
the person of Munsur, he had appeared in that quarter for the purpose 
of supporting hisauthority to theutmost ofhis power, and of acquitting 
himself, with becoming zeal, of the obligations of good faith and loyalty. 
After some correspondence on the subject, Muns&r was prevailed upon 
to return to Bokhara, where he permitted F&eik to assume to himself 
the entire controufof affairs ; Bektouzfin being invested by the latter 
with the government of Khorassaun, and the command of the army. 

In the mean time Ameir Sebektekeinj- had breathed his last at Ghez- 
nin ; and his son, Seyf-ud-doulah Mahmud, ultimately succeeding to 
his authority, dispatched his agent to Bokhara to demand from Ameir 
Munsur the dignities, which he claimed by inheritance from his father. 
As the post and honors to which he laid claim had been already, dis¬ 
posed of, by the appointment ofBektouzun, the application was una¬ 
vailing, and the agent returned to his master; who immediately 
advancing at the head of his army to Neysfapur, soon afterwards 
attacked, and defeated the new chief, who had been imprudently selected 
to supersede him. On intelligence of this act of defiance to his author¬ 
ity, Ameir Munsur crossed the Jeyhun from Bokhara, and came to 
Serkhess ; while Mahmfid, from an alleged repugnance to incur the 

* July, A- D. 997. + More generally written in English Sebekteg'gint 



guiltof disloyaltyafid ingratitude, evacuated Neyshapur, and withdrew 
to Merfi-itr-rud, not unfrequently Called Murghaub, from tbe river on 
Which it is seated. When he had however been permitted to enjoy 
his fancied powers for about a yeafr and seven months, AmeirMunsdr, 
in the middle of Sulfur, of the year three hundred and eighty-nine, 
Was suddenly divested of his precarious sovereignty, and deprived of 
Sight, by the prime minister F&eik, and Bektouzun the general of his 
armies. 

Abdulmelek theison ofHo'uh, ninth of the race of Saman. Imme¬ 
diately on the dethronement of his brother, this prince was prevailed 
Upon at the instance of Faeik and BektouzAn, to undertake thearduomr' 
responsibility of royal authority. Byt as the recent violence of the 
two chiefs had furnished to Seyf-ud-doulah Mahmud a favorable op¬ 
portunity of disguising his own ambitious designs, under the mask 
of avenging tbe cause of an injured sovereign, that prince no longer 
■hesitated to,advance towards Meru Shahjahaun, the ancient capital of 
the province of Khorassaun, at the head of a very formidable army. 
His adversaries attached, as they affected to be, to the stirrup of Ab- 
dulmAlek, proceeded to meet the son of Sebektekein, amusing him at 
the same time with overtures towards an accommodation of their dif¬ 
ferences. Mahmud appeared at first disposed to acquiesce in these 
pacific measures ; but offended at some indications of disrespect exhi¬ 
bited on their part, he determined to break off the negociation, and 
to commit his fortune to the decision of the sword. A dreadful battle 
ensued, which terminated in favor of Mahmud. Abdulmelek and 
Faeik fled immediately to Bokhara ; Bektouzun at first to Neyshapur, 
but after remaining at that place for a few days, he proceeded to join 
his unfortunate associates. The guilt of accumulated treachery at 
last arrested the career of F&erk, since he appears to have died soon after 
his return to Bokh&ra about this period. 

Eylek Khaun could not long continue an idle, or inactive spectator 
of the distractions which were rending to pieces the superb and splen¬ 
did inheritance of the race of Skman. Leaving his capital of Kasbgh&r, 
about the period under consideration, he directed his march for Bokhara, 
*.Ue^iauing of February. A. D. 998, 
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3 ?°- publishing hqwgyor. to the world that his expedition, was, uacRrtajcen 
. —: P ' 9&<J ‘ for the express reliefiof Abdulmelek. And yet when, on Tuesday the 
ul-akhbaui- 1 " * ent ^ °f Zilkaudah, of the three hundred and eighty ninth of the Ilid- 
jerah,* he entered the metropolis of the house of Saman, his first ob¬ 
ject appears to have been tp secure the person of that unfortunate 
prince, who had absconded on his arrival; but who soon fell into the 
handsof the emissaries employed to discover his retreat. He was then 
conveyed in bonds to the city of Ouzkund, where he was ultimately 
destined to terminate his existencein captivity. 

- Subsequent to this, Abu Ibrauhim Issmauil the son of Noul), entitled 
Muntusser, having escaped from Bokhara, continued, for a period of 
nearly six years, to lead, with a handful of desperate adherents, a wan¬ 
dering and predatory life; and to infest, as opportunity offered, the 
boundaries of the various potentates, whose authority had been estab- 
Issmatjit., son Mshed on the dismemberment of the dominions of his ancestors; 
of Nouh last of until in the former Rebbeia, of the three hundred and ninety-fifth of 
ili e ■Samanideb. t ^ e Hidjerah,f he was put to death, on his way from hfissa towards 
Bokhara, by Mahruy, one of the agents of Mahmfid of Gheznin: 
thus fulfilling the destiny of the race of Saman, after it had continued 
in power for about one hundred and twelve solar, or one hundred and 
sixteen lunar years; if we calculate from the period at which Ameir 
Issmauil the son of Ahmed, became sole governor of Mawur-un-neher 
in the latter part of the two hundred and seventy ninth of the Hidjerah. 

The narrative will be next devoted to describe the events which 


produced and attended the elevation to sovereign power, of the se¬ 
veral branches of the race of Bfiyah ; from the country of their origin 
more frequently designated the Deyaulemah, or princes of Deylem. 

On the authority of many of the most respectable historians, it is 
stated that Abu Shuja Buyah, the founder of the family, was a man 
in moderate circumstances among the people of Deylem, a well known 
and almost inaccessible division of the province of Tebrestaun, part 
of the ancient Hyrcania. He nevertheless boasted his descent from 
Behramgour, one of the most renowned oftheancient Persian monarchs. 
On this person heaven had bestowed three sons, each of whom des- 
* October 21st, A. D. 999. f December* A.D. 1004. 
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tiped, by a benevolent providence, to ascend to the most exal ted rank A. H. 495. 
among the powersofthe earth. The names ofthese sons were Ally, Hus- A - D - 903 - 
sun, and Ahmed. Kholaussut- 

Abfi Shuja entertained for the mother of his children, an unbounded U 
affection ;; and on her death became a prey to the most violent grief. 

A native of the same country, and an intimate acquaintance, of the 
name of Sheheryaur the son of Rfistum, on whose subsequent relation 
this part of the narrative is expressly founded, proceeded to visit, and 
expostulate with him, on this unmanly surrender of his faculties to 
the dominion of an unavailing sorrow ; and finally prevailed upou him 
to bean inmate in his family, until the violence of his affliction should 
become in some degree abated. While he continued a guest at his 
friend’s, on this occasion, a man who professed some skill in astrology Origin of tlie 
and the interpretation of dreams, chanced to call, in the way of his Dejlemites, or 
profession ; and it occurred to Abu Shuja to describe to this wizzard, race otB ty al1 * 
the circumstances of a curious dream which had happened to him a 
few nightsbefore. In this he had conceived that a prodigious fire issued 
from his navel,* casting its light through the surrounding regions, and 
increasing in splendor until it reached the skies: it then separated into 
three distinct sections, attracting the wonder and adoration of whole 
countries, and subject states. The astrologer observed, that it was in 
truth a very singular dream ; but that he could not deliver a word in 
explanation, until he gave him a horse and suit of apparel. Abu Shfij a 
protesting his inability to comply with such a demand, the astrologer 
abated in his fee to ten dinaurs; but this being also found to surpass the 
resources of Abu Shuja, he proceeded at last t.o state gratuitously, that 
his dream prognosticated the future dominion of his three sons, which 
should extend to the whole of the countries illuminated in the manner 
he had described: and that their renown should fill the earth. “ My 
children” said Buy ah “ are those whom thou seest before thee; and formy- 
“ self, I am but an obscure and indigent individual; by what possible 
“force or circumstance is it then to.be imagined, that any children of mine 
shouldeverattain to the destiny, with which thou hast thought proper 
“ to flatter me ? It appears tq me that thou art disposed to make a jest 
* Exieatem exveixtro i-uem, 
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A. H. 295. “ofme” “Not so by him that made lis,” replied the asttoldget} 

A, D. 908. u acquaint" mewith the period of thy children's nativity, in order that 1 

*Mihb 8SUt " ^ ma ^ ta ^ 6 a more deliberate view of their destiny.” AbA Shfija no# 
communicated the necessary information; and the astrologers having had 
recourse to the mysteries of his art, proceeded to take the hatid of the 
elder boy Ally ; and kissing it pronounced' that the sovereign power 
would first descend to this youth, the same that became afterwards 
entitled Emlnaud-ud-doulah. In a similar strain he took the hands 
of Hussuh and Ahihed, the future Rokken, and Muezz-tid-doulah, 
declaring, that to them also was allotted a share in the splendid and 
auspicious destin yof their brother. 

After this, it is not very surprisingthatthe ambition of power should 
havfe been deeply implanted in the minds of the sohs of Bfiyah. In 
the mean time, Makan the son of Kauky becoming master of Tebres- 
taun, entertained both father and sons in his service. It was, however, 
not long before Esfaur the son of Sheiruyah, revolting against the au¬ 
thority of M&kan, expelled him from his government and assumed it to- 
himself. When he had retained his power for the spaee of a twelve 
month, the son of Sheirfiyah was assassinated by one of the Keraumitah 
or Bowautinists, and succeeded by Murdawimje the son of Zebaur* 
the brother of Wkshmagueir. But the extruded M&kan returning to 
recover his dominions, MurdaWuhje w r as, in his turn, expelled, and 
driven into Khorassaun. Ally the son of Buy ah, and his brothers* 
who appear to have shared tne fortunes ot tneir master, were now dis¬ 
patched by Makan towards Karje ; while he proceeded himself to the 
attack of Isfahaun. At ornear that place, he defeated Mfizuffer theson 
6f Yakfit, the governor oh the part of the Khalif Mfiktudder. The 
vanquished chief proceeded to Sheirauz to demand the assistance of 
his father, who hastened, without delay, at the head of the troops of 
Farss to repel the invaders. Here the name of Murdawunje is abruptly 
And ineknlicablv. introduced in the original, instead of that of his 
competitor MSKan, as the chief who had been before victorious at 
Isfahaun, and as being noW a second time triumphant over the gover¬ 
nor of Farss, who was compelled to withdraw from the contest; but 
passing in his retreat through Laristaun, with about two thousand 
horse, he unfortunately fell in with the sons of Buyah, whom, in 
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the desire ©f revenge, Tie ventured to attack. His hopes were frus¬ 
trated, and he was driven for the last time from the field of battle. 
Emmaud-ud-doulah Ally, the elder of theDeylemites, accompanied by 
his brothers, now hastened in triumph to take possession ofShirauz, 
which they appear to have entered without opposition. A short time 
afterwards, Murdawunje being assassinated in a bath, by his guards, or 
disciplined slaves, the government of both Farss and Irak Ajem became 
permanently invested in Emmaud-ud-doulah. 

Emmaud-ud-doulah Abfil Hussun Ally, first.monarch of the 
Buides, or race of Bfiyah. 

In the latter part of the three hundred and twenty first of the Hidjerah, 
at Shirauz, thus destined to be the metropolis of his family, Ally the 
son of Buyah, with the unanimous concurrence of the Deylemite 
Ameirs, proceeded to seat himself on the throne of royalty. The title 
of Emmaud-ud-doulah he did not receive until the three hundred and 
thirty-fourth of the Hidjerah, when it was conferred upon him, at the 
same time with those of Rokken-ud-doulah, and Muezz-ud-doulah, 
on his brothers Hussun and Ahmed respectively, by the Khalif Mus- 
tekfy. By those titles we shall, however, as they generally appear in 
history, henceforward continue to distinguish the brothers. Soon after 
he had assumed the sovereign authority, Rokken-ud-doulah Hussun 
was dispatched, by his brother, to take possession of Isfahaun and Per¬ 
sian Irak: while the third brother M&ezz-ud-doulah was employed to 
secure the province of Kerfnaun. 

On taking possessionof Shirauz, after the defeat of Yakut, Emmaud- 
ud-doulah is described to have established his abode in the habitation 
of the fugitive ; and as the treasury of Yakfit had been found quite 
empty, the soldiery were becoming extremely clamorous for their 
arrears. He was deliberating with considerable anxiety of mind, on 
the means by which he should'contrive to extricate himself from this 
dilemma, when casting his eyes upwards, he observed from a hole in 
the ceiling of the apartment, a hideous serpent, alternately putting out 
and drawingvback its he’ad. In some degree of dismay, he immedi¬ 
ately directed the ceiling to be broke up, in order to destroy this dan¬ 
gerous and detestable reptile. While they were employed in carrying 
these orders into execution, the workmen discovered, to his infinite sur- 
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prise and gratification, in a particular part of the roof, a deposit irf 
treasure and jewels, to an incalculable amount; the former of which he 
very cheerfully distributed to his soldiers. Not long afterwards, send¬ 
ing for a taylor to cut out some wearing apparel, he happened to 
desire his attendants to bring him a cubit staff; and the taylor, who 
was deaf, misconceiving, (or hearing imperfectly what had been said) 
that the prince had ordered his cane, for the purpose of extorting 
from him some confession with respect to the property of Yak At, in¬ 
continently cried out, that the cudgel was by no means necessary; for,. 
God was witness, there were not in his possession, of the effects of 
the late governor,more than seventeen chests. Smiling at the unlooked 
For and agreeable discovery, which had no less excited the astonish¬ 
ment of his attendants, Emmaud-ud-doulah did not neglect to avail 
himself, of course, of this additional instance of good fortune. 

In thus bestowing her favors upon Emmaud-ud-doukih, fortune ap¬ 
pears indeed, to have been more than usually equitable, since he has 
left to posterity the character of a benevolent, just, and prudent prince.. 
He finally quitted the scene of earthly grandeur, in the threehundred and 
thirty-eighth of the Hidjerah,* after a prosperous reign of sixteen years 
and six months : having, in the course of the disorder, which carried 
him to his grave, nominated his nephew Ezzed-ud-doulah, the son of 
Rokken-ud-doulah, to succeed him. 

Before he enters upon the reign of Ezzed-ud-doulah, the authorne- 
cessarily proceeds to devote a few passages to trace the destiny of the 
surviving brothers, Hussun, and Ahmed. 

Muezz-ud-doulah Ahmed, having, in concurrence with his 
brother’s instructions formerly adverted to, marched from Shirauz in 
the three hundred and twenty second oftheHidjerah,inorder to take 
possession of Kermaun, was first employed iti making, himself master 
of Serjaun; here at least supposed to be distinct from the capital, of 
the same name with the province at large.. On the reduction of that, 
place, he proceeded further towards Kermaun which he also subjugated, 
after defeating Mahommed the son of Eleyas, the governor of the pro¬ 
vince, in a variety of conflicts. Having disposed of his conquests io. 
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that province in a manner to ensure his permanent possession, Mfiez2- A. H. 334. 
ud-doulah next directed his views towards the territory of Ahfiauz; 4 - p - 945 - 
all of which, in the course of time, he succeeded in uniting to his K j h< j|^ ssut * 
other acquisitions. It was subsequent to this final extension of his 
power, that he led his troops to Baghdad; which metropolis he entered 
on the eleventh day of the former Jummaudy, of the three hundred 
and thirty-fourth of the Hidjerah, pledging his allegiance to the Khalif 
Mustekfy, and receiving from that monarch for himself, as formerly 
related, together with the dignity of Ameir-ul-6mra, the title of Mfiezz- 
ttd-doulah ; and for his brothers, Ally and Hussun, those of Emmaud, 
and Rokken-ud-doulah, each of them signifying respectively, prop, 
or pillar of the state. 

After sustaining the authority of Ameir-ul-fimra at Baghdad for a 
period of one and twenty years, Muezz-ud-doulah died in the three 
hundred and fifty sixth of the Hidjerah, and was succeeded, as we have 
already noticed, in treating of the affairs of the Khelaufut, by his son 
Ezz-ud-doulah Bukhtiaur. 

Rokken-ud-doulah Abu Ally IIusstfN the son of Bfij^ah, on infor¬ 
mation of the death of his elder brother Emmaud-ud-doulah, in the 
three hundred and thirty-eighth of the Hidjerah ; hastened immediately 
to Shirauz ; and having resided there for about nine months, possibly 
to confirm the authority of his son Ezzed-ud-doulah appointed to sue- Rokken-ud-dou* 
ceed to thepossessions of the deceased monarch, returned to Rey; the city lah N 

which he appears to have fixed upon for theseat of hisown government. 

Hence he became engaged in multiplied hostilities, intermitted by 
occasional accommodation, with the princes and generals of the race 
of S&man, as will already have occurred to the reader in a preceding 
page. 


Hearing, towards the close of his life and reign, that his son, who had 
succeeded to the throne of Shirauz, had led his troops against Bagh¬ 
dad to the attack of his kinsman Ezz-ud-doulah Bukhtiaur, and taken 
him prisoner, Rokken-ud-doulah received the intelligence with man¬ 
ifest displeasure : and, with a mind deeply aggravated, proceeded 
straight to Isfahaun. Under such circumstances, Ezzed-ud-doulah. 
repaired to the presence of his father, whose resentment he employed 
every species of apology to disarm; and the malady which h$d already 
VOL. II, . $ JL 



A- D. aoo. seized upwtRttkken^ttd'^owlahlheginmogtctthistcrisi* to exhibit some 
A- H.ft7a. symptoms a f m0 fte than ordiiaaryidawger, thatprmoeproooededAomflfke, 
■Klnjldussut- between his three sous, an equitable division of the territories acquired 
through the valour and abilities i©f the familyi To Ezzed-ud-doulnh 
hejconfumjed the entire province of Farss, with Iveitmaun and Ahhauz, 
and-the country dependant on Baghdad. The government of Ham- 
adoun, the region of Jobaal, wiKh Bey and Tebrestamn, he bestowed 
upon Fakher«sud-douiah; while the territory of Isfaihaun was allotted 
to a third son, Mueyed-ud-doulah : the two latter princes were, at Uhe 
■same time, enjoined in no case to deviaite from the authority of Ez- 
zed-ud^doulah. A short time after he had had acquitted himself' of 
these arrangements, Rokken-ud-doulah, in Mohurrim of the three hun¬ 
dred and sixty sixth of the Hidjerah,* hastened to the more permanent 
abodes of a better world; after having exercised the powers of royalty 
ihr a .period of forty years, of which, sixteen and a half during the life, 
and (twenty-seven years and a half subsequent to the death of his 
elder brother Emrnaud-ud-doulah. He is described to have been pos¬ 
sessed of many benevolent qualities, and to have distinguished himself 
by considerable exertions in favor of the Seyuds, of the race, of the 
prophet, in particular, and in general of men of learning and merit -of 
every class aud description. 

Ezz ed*u D-nou lah Abh ShAja Fiona Khossrou, the son Of Rok- 
ken-ud-doulah. 

The narrative must now again revert to the three hundred and thirty 
EzzED-trn. ®*Sk*l® of the Uidjerah, whtm, in conformity with the nomination of 
boulah. his uncle, Ezzed-ud-doulah ascended at Shhrhaz the throne of royalty, 
and diffused to the world every grateful presage of a j ust arid benefi¬ 
cent reign. 

The, memory of this prince ha$,i*ndieed, been transmitted to posterity, 
with every attribute that can command the admiration, or secure the 
attachment of mankind. He has been celebrated as the very flower 
not only ef the monarch* of tlie race of B&yahi, bu t of all the contem¬ 
porary potentates of the world ; as forming the copious subject of the 
poet's praise, andof the historian’s approbation ; as will be found par- 
i,cularly recorded in the Kettaub-e-taujy, a work dedicated' to his 
Jpa*«mageby Zniai, or perhaps Sebaa, on the transactions of this dinasty. 

* Seprin&er A. JD. 978. 



5n tfee course of his reign he was twice engaged in hostilities against a.K. ac*. 
«he territories of the' Khelaufut; and the last time, having defeated A - B - 
kinsman Ezz-ud-doulah Sukhtiaur, in a great battle in the neigh- KJiolaussut- 
borhood of Tekteit, that prince became his prisoner, and was put to ul ' akhbaur * 
death by his orders in the three hundred and sixty,-seventh of the Hid- 
jtefaft, art the age of six andthirty; and after having retained the govern¬ 
ment of Baghdad and* Arabian Irak, for something more than fifteen 
years. 

Having continued for some time at MossftLe, in order to complete: 
the reduction of the towns and 1 castles in k the adjoining, territory, 

Ez zed-ud-doulah returned to Baghdad.in the course pf three hundred 
and' si tty eight; where he devoted a great part of his attention to res- 
tore to their former splendor the ruined edifices of that shattered metro¬ 
polis. He allotted to the ministers of religion, the Imaums and Mu¬ 
ezzins, wi th their respective places of worship, a regular and competent 
subsistanee; he employed his care to remove fhe distresses, and provide 
for the necessities of the indigent, the helpless, and infirm: he abolished 
the vexatious contributions levied upon the pilgrims to Mekkah ; and 
he eneouiaged and rewarded, by his patronage and bounty, the labours 
of the divine, the traditionist, the poet, the physician, andthe learned 
in every branch of science. In short,, he promoted, with a liberality 
which had no bounds, the objects of benevolence, humanity, and litera*- 
ture, in every shape and form. Among other memorials which he 
consigned to posterity, of his. taste for- magnificence and useful im¬ 
provements, our attention is particularly directed to the fabric which 
fee causcd'to be constructed over the sepulchre of Ally at;Nudje£; apd 
to the dike or embankment which was erected at his expenee to com 
fine the waters of the Kurr, or Cyrus, between Armenia'and-Georgia; 
a work, of which, according, to our author,,the whole worldcamscaicely 
furnish a parallel. 

In the three hundred and seventy-§ecand of the Hidjerah, this be¬ 
nevolent and able prince, was attacked by an epilepsy, which hurried 
him to his grave either in the latter part of the month of I&mvzaun,* or 
Beginning of Shavaul, at the age of forty-seven, and after a splendid 
reign offour and thirty years.. In conformity with-his dyingjnstmetioas 
he was buried at Nudjef. 

* March A. D. 983. 
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Mtje YED-UD-j>outAH Abu Munsfir, thesdn of Rokken-ud-doulah. 

It was formerly observed that by the tenor of their father’^ will, tho 
two younger brothers were particularly enjoined in all cases to respect 
the authority of the elder. Accordingly on the death of Rokken-ud- 
doulah, a dispatch was conveyed by Mueyed, to Ezzed-ud-doulah, 
announcing that with his permission he should then proceed to take 
possession of the country allotted to him by their father: and as this, 
proposal was in all respects consonant to the liberal and benevolent 
views of Ezzed-ud-doulah, he not only complied with it, but appears 
to have made considerable exertions, if not sacrifices, in order to augr 
ment the splendor of his brother’s lot. The conduct observed by Fak- 
her-ud-doulah the other brother, evinced, however, a very different 
spirit. Without consulting the paramount authority of Ezzed-ud- 
doulah, who, if the comparative statements of his age and reign above 
recited, be in any degree correct, coujd nevertheless have scarcely 
exceeded his fourteenth'year, he proceeded without ceremony to,invest 
himself with the sovereign dignity. This step drew upon Fakher-ud- 
doulah the immediate displeasure of Ezzed ud doulah,by whom the third 
brother, Mfteyed-ud-doulah, was employed to commence hostilities 
against him. Fakher ud-doulah conceiving himself over matched, 
withdrew from his province, and claimed the protection of Ktkbhs the 
son of Waushmagueir, prince of Jurjaun; who received him with kind¬ 
ness and distinction, and who steadily rejected every application, og. 
the part of the brothers, to deliver up his guest. 

In order to enforce the application, Mueyed-ud-doulah, in the be¬ 
ginning of three hundred and seventy one, proceeded with his army 
towards Jurjaun; where he fought, and defeated the prince of that 
territory, and compelled both him and F ‘kher-ud-doulah to fly fof. 
refuge into Khorassaun. In that province, from Hussaum-ud-doulah 
Taush, the lieutenant of Aineir Nouhthe S unaunian, whose aid they 
besought, they experienced a very distinguished and hospitable recep¬ 
tion ; and they were soon afterwards accompanied by him, at the head 
of a powerful force, and under the sanction of his master’s authority, 
to expel their aggressor from Jurjaun. Mueyed-ud-doulah shut him¬ 
self up at first within the ramparts of that place ; but during the month 
piJtiamzaun, of the same year, in a formidable sortie, under cover <$ 
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the night, he completely surprised the camp of his besiegers; who were 
compelled, with disgrace and loss, to return again into Khorassaun. 

After this signal victory, Mfreyed-ud-doulah continued,' in the full 
enjoyment of success, to exercise his power, until the three hundred 
and seventy-third of the Hidjerah, when he died, possibly at Rey, 
after a government, should we calculate'from the death of his Father* 
of five and thirty years. 

Fakher-ud-doulah Abfil Hussun Ally, the son of Rokken-ud- 
doulah. 

,i .At the period; of his brother’s death, Fakher-ud-dOulah was still re¬ 
siding at Neyshaptlr, under the protection of the government of Khor¬ 
assaun ; but on intelligence of that event, and dn the express invitation 
ofthenobles of the country, he proceeded; without hesitation, into Ir&k 
Ajem.. For, on the decease of their late lord, the courtiers, or principal 
followersof Mueyed-ud-doulah, having debated as to the person whom 
they should select from the race of Buyah r to succeed to the sovereign 
authority, it Was determined, on the recommendation of Issmauil the 
son.'Of Ebbaud, that Fakher-ud-doulah, as the eldest surviving prince 
of the family, should be immediately summoned from Khorassaun, 
and invested with the authority of his predecessors. The invitation was 
accordingly conveyed to Neyshapur, from whence Fakher-ud-doulah 
hastened without delay, to avail himself of this favorable concurrence 
andbeingseatedwithoutopposition on the throne ofRokken-ud-doulah» 
conferred the dignity of Vezzeir, with very extensive powers, on the 
above mentioned Issmauil,. wlio had so essentially promoted his recal 
and restoration. 

In the three hundred and seventy-seventh of the Hrdjerah, the same 
Vezzeir, who is described as a man of unrivalled talentsand ability, was 
employed by Fakher-ud-doulah, in the reduction ofTebrestaun; which, 
by the capture of several of its numerous strong holds, he brought, to 
all suitable purposes, under the authority of his master. 

Having further conceived the design of extending his power over 
Baghdad and the western Ir&k, Fakher-ud-doulah, in the course of 
three hundred and seventy-nine, proceeded at the head of his troops 
towards that quarter, while his kinsman Baha-ud-doulah advanced to 
oppose: him. lu the territory of Ahuauz while both armies lay en- 
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Campffdi|i.the presen ceof! eachothe?,, t-Wpoakicm ofFdfcHer-udhclQtiieb 
was suddenly iaimdated by a flood, in the river of that name ; and, the 
qircumstgnce. being ascribed: hy the soldiers to. some treachery, o® con¬ 
trivance ogthe part of, the enemy<*they shamefully botmyedi thag-loay 
of th«if sovereign and; fledi from a danger which had no existence bat 
ip.their. o.wn-tewafliedimaginafcions, JjakfaeffMid-doulah, returned with 
precipitation to his capital of Rey, or R&i; from- whence, at some sub¬ 
sequent period, ,hft appears to, have transferred his residence to. M’am- 
adaun. 

I«; thethree-huncbed-attdf eighty fifth of f ttbe- Hidjerah, he- was sum* 
monad tO(attend'the'last:admQnitions.ofhis prudent and skilful. vezzeiiy 
bssmauil;S4bib-Kbbnud) as<be ifeoecasionall-y entitled; wlio-proceeded 
to-state toihift sowreigm.that! during' the pericedrof bis, admihietrateon^ 
his utmost exertions, bad . been, directed: to promote die. welfare a*d 
happiness, of all classes) of his people.; and: that the success of those 
exertions, was, to, he seen, ini the prosperity audabundanee, which pen- 
vadbd every part, of, his dominions, His dying request-therefore was,, 
that the system thus) successfiufliy traced foo bis sovereign, might not 
be abandoned.; So that the advantages* the blessings.derived from the 
approv-edarrangementeof afaithfiul minister; might continue to.befelt 
in the future happiness of,hismaster’s reign, withoutbeing many shape 
ascribed; to the merit of him wfcow-as no-more. Otherwise should th& 
prince unfortunately neglect these prudent and disinterested counsels, 
andbe governed, by maxims of an opposite tendency, the source of so 
many beneficent, results- would-be sought forin his grave ; and he could 
not but predict the most disastrous consequences to the state.. Fakh- 
er-’Udt-doulah very readily promised: to. abide by the precepts of his 
faithftiliadmomtor; but. ha had scarcely breathed his last, before he 
ungratefully seized upon all his; treasures; exposed his children and 
dependents; to every speciesof injury; andin every measure of his go¬ 
vernment, betrayed^ die principles, andi disposition of an unjust- and 
arbitrary tyrant. - 

Such,atthesametimejwasthevenerationeshibitedhiytbenoblfiDeylfe- 
mites, towardsthe virtuesand talentsofthisillustriousministeP^ thatthey 
kissed'the ground before-the-oar which conveyed hisbody to the prin¬ 
cipal* mosque ; and. having there, for the present, suspended las coffin- 



tf6m tbe roof, they at a subsequent period rerpov^d ft to Isfaliattn, A. H. 38Y. 

where his remains were ultimately committed to the earth. Of the A - D- QQ7- 

same Issmauil Sahib fibbaud, it is Further recorded, that in talents and KhotanMut- 

, . ul-ainbanr. 

science, genius and intelligence, he was therhoemx of theage in which 
he lived, in as much as in the clearness of his views and the compre¬ 
hensiveness ofhi^ mind, he was the perpetual theme and reference of 
old and young in everycondition of life. Of his passion for literature, 
we have a conspicuous proof in the assertion, that in some of his expe¬ 
ditions, a train of four hundred camels was required for the conveyance 
of his library ; and he had finally conducted the affairs oftheVizzaurutt 
with splendid ability for a period of eighteen years. 

While he resided in the fortress of Tabareh or Teberek, in the three 
hundred and eighty-seventh of the fiidjerah, having gorged himself 
'to excess, on Ttabaub, or forced-meat of beef and grapes, fiakher-ud- 
doulah Was attacked by a violent bowd complaint, which shortly af¬ 
terwards carried him to bis grave, after a reign of about fourteen years. 

The property which he left behind him is stated to have been prodi¬ 
gious ; and as a criterion whereon to form some estimate of his other 
effects, we are further instructed, that the articles of his wardrobe, in 
apparel ready for wear alone, extended to three thousand camel-loads, 
be was, as will be presently related, succeeded by his son Msyid-ud- 
doulah. In the mean time, our attention must necessarily be with¬ 
drawn, to trace the proceedings of the collateral branches of the face 
of Buy ah. 

S it u r f - u d - d o u l ah AbiYl fiow auress (father of chivalry) Sheir 2eid, 
the son of fizzed-ud-doulah. 

At the period of his father’sdeath, in the three hundred and seventy 
second of the Hidjerah, this prince wasgovernor of Kernaaun; but hast¬ 
ening to Shirauz on intelligence of that event, he employed some 
time and assiduity in rendering his authority secure in the metropolis Shurf-cd- 
of his family. That object attained, and all the means provided that doulah. 
were necessary to substantiate his power', he led his troops towards 
AhAauz, from whence he succeeded i-n expelling his brother Ahmed. 

In the month of Rudjub of the year three hundred and seventy four, he 
had, completed the reduction of the city and territory of Bassorah ; 
and, in the early par.t of three hundred and seventy-six, he proceeded 
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against Baghdad. From that metropolis,.confining to the force of fra¬ 
ternal affection, his brother Sumsaum-ud-doulah, the Ameir-ul-flmra 
of the Khelaufut, hastened to put himself in his power ; and being im¬ 
mediately made a prisoner, was conveyed to lament his credulity in a 
Persian fortress. Shurf-ud-doulah then obtruded himself into the ex¬ 
ercise of his brother’s power; which he continued to enjoy to the period 
of his death in the three hundred and seventy-ninth of the Hidjerah. 

Sumsaum-ud-doulah Abu Kalin jar Merzebaun,the son of Ezzed- 
ud-doulah. 

This prince, of whom we haye already spoken, had exercised the 
authority of Ameir-ul-iimra at Baghdad for a period of four years sub¬ 
sequent to the death of his father, when his person was seized by Shurf- 
ud-doulah, in the manner to which we have just adverted. But on 
intelligence that his brother was withdrawn from the cares and troubles 
of life, he was immediately set at large from captivity, through the in¬ 
terference of a body of Turkish soldiers. A numerous army soon 
flocked to his standard ; and the alarm spreading to Baghdad, the third 
brother, Baha-ud-doulah, advanced from that metropolis to counteract 
liis further designs. After some indecisive conflicts, an accommo¬ 
dation was at last brought about between the two chiefs; by which 
*t was arranged that Farss and Erjaun, should be subject to the author¬ 
ity of Sumsaum-ud-doulah, while the remainder of Khozistaun, with 
Arabian Ir&k should continue under the government of Bahfi-ud-doulah. 

Six of the sons of Ezz-ud-doulah Bukhtiaur, who were confined in 
one of the fortresses in the Persian territory, being set at liberty by 
their guards, in the course of the three hundred and eighty-third of the 
Hidjerah, immediately commenced a formidable insurrection in Farss ; 
which Abfi Ally the son ofUstaud Hormuz was employed by Sum¬ 
saum-ud-doulah to suppress. Each of these six personages fell into the 
hands of Abfi Ally, by whom they were conducted to the presence 
of his sovereign; who condemned two of them to die, white the remain¬ 
ing four were again consigned to a prison. In the mean time, the, 
articles of the treaty with Baha-ud-doulah having in some instance or 
other been violated, the same Abu Ally was nowdispatched by Sum¬ 
saum-ud-doulah towards Baghdad; a competent force being employed 
%o oppose that general on the part of Baha-ud-doulah. In the tedious; 
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‘Warfare which ensued, fortune appeared, in most instances, disposed A. H. 3tfK 
to favor the Standard of Abfi Ally : but, at the moment when the affairs A ‘ D, „ 09 !: 
of Bah&-ud-doulah had been driven to the Very brink of destruction, 
intelligence arrived that his rival brother had been put to death. For 
the troops in Parss, dissatisfied that thOir pay should have been with¬ 
held from them, for a longer period than usual, once more undertook 
to set at large the sons of Ezz-ud-doulah Bukhtiaur; with whom they 
openly revolted against, and proceeded immediately to attack the per¬ 
son of Sumsaum-ud-doulah. At a village called Dudmaun, about two 
leagues, or farsangs, from Shirauz, they made him their prisoner ; and 
he was then put to death by order of Abu Nasser, the son of Ezz-ud- 
doulah, after a reign of nine years and eight months ; which would fix 
this event to the month of Zilhudje, of the year three hundred and 
eighty-seven.* 

Bah a-ud -doulah Abfi Nasser Khossrou Feyrouz, the son of 
Ezzed-ud-doulah. 

Under the Khelaufut of U1 Taeia we have already seen, that the 
person who ndw claims our attention, succeeded to the dignity of 
Ameir-ul-umra, on the death of his brother Shurf-ud-doulah, in the 
three hundred and seVenty-ninth of tfte Hidjerah; and on the present 
occasion, all obligations to Sumsaum-ud-doulah being finally dissolved 
by the fate of that prince, Abu Ally the son ofUstaud Hormfiz, with baha-ud-bov. 
others of the native chiefs and soldiers of Deyfem who served under his lah. 
authority, went over without hesitation, and enrolled themselves in 
the service of the surviving brother, Bahk-ud-doulah. On this im¬ 
portant acquisition of force, the latter drew his army to Ahfiauz ; and 
having establishedhis authority in that province, next dispatched Abd 
Ally into Fares, to quell the insurrectionofthe sons ofBukhtiaur. With 
his ordinary success, the son ofUstaud Hormfiz triumphed over the 
troops of the insurgents, compelling Abft Nasser, their leader, to fly the 
province : and intelligence of his victory being conveyed toBaM-ud- 
doulah, that prince proceeded into Fares without further delay, and, iin 
retaliation for what had been recently experienced in the fete of his 
brother, inflicted the punishment ofdeath upon all the sons of Eiz-ud- 

• December, A. D. 997. 
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,dpuJahr\v]]0ftilUi?tohis htmtjs. Mauffbk the son 9 ^s?m$uU was dir* 
patched ip the mean time, in pursuit of Abu N.asser, the survivor of 
that unfortunate branch.of the family, who- had fled to Jireft on the 
remoter confines of Kermautf. On the approach of his pursuers, this 
ho.peless wanderer sought to continue his flight; but one of his own 
followers, wearied out by this irksome state ofperpetual alarm, suspense, 
and hostility, with a single stroke of his scimitar, broughthjmlifeless to 
the earth, and taking off his head, conveyed it immediately to Moutfek* 
The latter having ranged the province at will, returned to the presence 
of his sovereign, and was bountifully rewarded for his services. 

These events appear to have given stability to the good fortune of 
Baha-udTdoulab; who continued henceforward to exercise the supreme 
power to the full fruition of his wishes, until, at Oujaun, in the latter 
Jummaudy of the four hundred and third of the Hidjerah, he was car¬ 
ried off by an epilepsy, in the forty third year of his age, and the 25th 
ofhisreign. In conformity to the injunctions of his will, he was buried 
Ut Nudjef, near the tomb of his,father. • 

Majid or Mejid-ud-doulah Abn Tauleb Rhstum, the son of 
Fakher-ud-doulah. 

When, on the demise of his father, in the three hundred and eighty 
-seventh of theHidjerah, and in express coneurrencewith the sentiments 
of the military chiefs,of his nation, he ascended the throne of his an¬ 
cestors, this prince was yet a minor ; and his mother Seydah, a woman 
of singular probity and ability, undertook the charge of government 
in hisbehalf. The ungrateful stripling had, however, no sooner attained 
to the age of puberty than he sethimselfto oppose the prudent measures 
of this discreet and valuable, parent ; and, in defiance of her counsels, 
committed the office of Vezzeir to thedubious fidelity, perhaps, of Abu 
Ally. The respectable dowager equally resenting the neglect and in¬ 
gratitude of her son, privately withdrew to the fortress of Tabarek,* the 
seen : of her husband’s dissolution; but shortly afterwards embraced an 
opportunity of escaping thence at midnight towards Loristauu. The 
governor of the latter province, Budder the son of Husnuyah, has¬ 
tened to give her themosthonourablereception; and in due time recon* 

* Some miles to the uoxtlivtwd of Key, 



oeted her at the head of a considerable force towards Rey, gave battle A. H. 40S20. 
to Majid-ud-doulah who opposed him at the head of his troops, and A. D. 1012 - 2 9 . 
having defeated and taken him prisoner, 4 together with his obnoxious ^ h “**"““** 
Vezzeir, finally seated the princess Seydah in paramount possession of 
the throne oflrkk Ajem. The son of Husnfiyah then withdrew to his 
province, amply compensated by the marks of her bounty which she 
liberally bestowed upon him for his important services. 

The attention of this singular queen was now directed, by an im¬ 
partial administration of justice, to diffuse prosperity and happiness 
throughout her country. She held stated and regular communications 
with her ministers, andgave replies to the embassadors of foreign princes', 
untutored, and unassisted by any one ; with no other difference than 
in the hangings of the apartment, which, to preserve the decorum of her 
sex, she on such occasions interposed to screen her person from the 
view of the public. When she had, however, thus continued for some 
time to devote herself to the welfare and happiness of her people, she 
at last gave way to the impulse of maternal affection, and determined 
to overlook the past misconduct of her son. Majid-ud-doulah was in 
consequence permitted to re-ascendthe throne of his father: and as long 
as the princess Seydah survived to influence his conduct, the country 
continued to exhibit all the marks ofa just and benevolent government, 
which had distinguishedherown auspicious administration. But when 
she died, prosperity and order appear to have descended with her to 
her grave. 

In the early part of the four hundred and twentieth of the Hidjerafi^ 
and in the confusiou which succeeded to the death of the above ex-1 
ctellent princess, Sultan Mahmfid of Gheznin disclosed his design of 
subjugating Irak Ajem ; and having entered Mazanderaun, he, from 
thence, detached a part of his army to take possession of Rey,directing 
his general to use every exertion to get the person of Majid-ud-doulah 
into his power alive ; in which he appears to have experienced but 
little difficulty. When he found that the troops of Mahmud had ac¬ 
tually entered his territories, Majid-ud-doulah, with what, in the 
derangement of terror, he might conceive a stretch of singular saga¬ 
city, immediately proceeded to join them, and thus became a voluntary 
captive in the hands of his enemies. Sfrltan Mahmfid, on this accept¬ 
able piece of intelligences hastened in person, without delay, to Rey ; 
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and having summoned the credulous and miserable captive to his pre¬ 
sence,,is said'to have held with him a conversation in the following 
strain. He first demanded if he had ever perused the Shahnamah : 
an ancient chronicle, or history of sovereign princes, so called, for it is 
not probable that the celebrated heroic poem of that name, the work of 
Ferdussy was yet circulated; and having been replied to in the af¬ 
firmative, the Sultan further demanded if he had ever played at chess: 
@fid being still answered in the affirmative, he proceeded to ask if, in 
the history to which he had referred him, there was a single example 
recorded of twomonarchs reigning in the same dominions; or whether 
on his chess-board if had ever occurred to him to see the two kings 
planted on the same square? “ Not that I am aware of in any instance,” 
replied Majid-ud-doulah. “Then” said Mahmftd, “ what insanity 
“ could have impelled thee, without an effort, to unite thyself to my 
“ troops, and thus tamely abandon thy person, and liberty, to the dis- 
“ cretion of a stranger”? After which, causing the unfortunate prince, 
his son, and principal adherents, to be laid in bonds, he sent him in 
that state to Gheznln, from whence he never returned. The authority 
of Majid-ud-doulah is stated to have subsisted under, various circum¬ 
stances for about thirty years : but as he was for the most part inor¬ 
dinately devoted to hissensual pleasures, his memory cannot beentitled 
to any extraordinary degree of esteem. 

Sui.taun-ud-douj.ah Abfi Shrija the son of BahiUud-doulah, on 
the death of his father atOujaun, or Erjaun, it is not exactly discri¬ 
minated which, in the four hundred and third oftheHidjerah, succeeded 
with the unanimous concurrence of the nobles and principal individuals 
of the province, to the vacauttbrone of his predecessors; and proceed¬ 
ing immediately to Shirauz, dispatched Jullaul-ud-doulah, one of his 
brothers, to take charge of the government of Bassorah, while Abul 
Fowauress, another, was employed to secure Kerinaup. , The latter, 
however, no sooner reached his province, than he threw off the author¬ 
ity, of Sultaun-ud-doulah, against whom he commenced immediate 
hostilities ; which, under considerable vicissitude of fortune, he con¬ 
tinued, for a long time to maintain, until in the year four hundred and 
nine, t)jeir differences terminated in some species of accommodation ; 
fey which, at all events, the province of Kermaun was left as formerly 
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to Abfil Fowauress, with the condition that he should entertain no A. H. 4 ii.m 
further designs of hostility against his brother. A. D. 1020- 35. 

In the four hundred and eleventh of the Hidjerah, Mftshurruf-ud- Kholaussut- 
doulah revolted against the authority of his brother, and was supported ul ' akllbaur * 
in his views by a great part of the army: but when hostilities had con¬ 
tinued for a period of some duration, this dispute was also destined to 
terminatein a treaty, bywhich it was agreed that Mushurruf-ud-doulah 
should administer the government of Arabian Mk as the lieutenant of 
Sultaun-ud-doulah ; and that the latter should confine his residence to 
the limits of Farss and Ahuauz: it being further stipulated between the 
brothers, that neither of them should bestow the employment of Vez- 
zeirupon Eben Sehlan, who was considered the principal promoter of 
their disunion. 

Sultaun-ud-doulah, nevertheless, havingleft Waussit on the conclu¬ 
sion of thetreaty, and withdrawn into the territory of *\hueuz, no sooner 
reached Tfister, than in direct violation of his recent engagements, 
he conferred the Vizzaurut upon the obnoxious Eben Sehlan: whom 
he sent back shortly afterwards to recommence hostilities against Mu¬ 
shurruf-ud-doulah. The contest thus renewed between the brothers 
was now protracted to the year four hundred and thirteen, when their 
differences were once more accommodated by a treaty; Irak Arab 
being finally ceded in full sovereignty to Mfishurruf-ud-doulah, and 
Farss and Kermaun confirmed to Sultaun-ud-doulah. The latter sur¬ 
vived this period for about two years ; dying at Shirauz in the four 
hundred and fifteenth of the Hidjerah,* after a turbulent reign of some¬ 
thing more than twelve years. 

Mushurruf-ud-doulah Aba Ally Hussun, the son ofBah&-ud- 
doulah, having, in the manner just related, struck from the Khotbah 
the name of his brother Sultaun-ud-doulah, continued with consider¬ 
able success to exercise the functions of government at Baghdad; until Mushcrruf, 
the former Rabbeia of the four hundred and sixteenthof the Hidjerah,f lJD UOULAa * 
when lie died after an administration, as it is alleged, of five years and 
twenty five days. 
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JrLtAut-UB-poULAH Abu Tauher, the son of Bah&-ud-douIab*' 
succeeded to the dignity of Ameir-ul.umra at Baghdad, on the death, 
of his brother Mushurruf-udrdoulab ; and his power subsisted, under 
some diversity of cirquoistanqe^, for a period of eighteen years and. 
eleven months, during which he was engaged in contests perpetually; 
recurring with the Turkish, mercenaries; until, in Shabaun, of the year 
four hundred and thirty-five,* as hath been already observed under the 
Khelaufut of U1 K&eim, he was finally removed by the hand of death. 

Ez^-ul-mulk Abu Kalinjar Mefzebaun, the son of S41taun-ud* 
doulah, being in Aliflau? at the period of his father’s death, in the four 
hundred and fifteenth of the Jdidjerah, hastened without delay, on in¬ 
telligence of that event, towards Shirauz. Becoming,however, engaged; 
ih a protracted warfare, with his uncle Abul Fowauress, the governor 
of Kermaun, hostilities continued'between them, with a singular fluc¬ 
tuation of success and discomfiture, until the death of the latter, in 
four hundred and nineteen, placed both the provinces of Farss and 
Kermaun in undisputedpossession ofEzz-ul-mfilk. Subsequent to this, 
a tedious war of nine years broke out between him and Jullaul-ud- 
doulah, another of his uncles, the Ameir uFAmra of the Khelaufut; 
until the four hundred and twenty-eighth of the Hidjerah,-f when a 
peace was concluded between the adverse kinsmen, each of them re¬ 
ciprocally engaging on oath to lay aside all further contemplation, of 
mutual hostility. On the death of JuHaul-ud-doulah, in the yqarfouE 
hundred apd thirty five, already adverted to, the name of Ezz-ul-Alulk, 
was, as far as the formality could extend, introduced into the Kbotbah, 
and other acts of government, on his arrival at Baghdad ; but the for¬ 
tune of the race of Btiyah was, by this time, rapidly declining before 
the powerful ascendancy of the blood of Seljfik. Abu Kalinjar con¬ 
tinued however to, uphold the sinking destinies, of hisFamily, until the 
four hundred and fortieth of theHidjerah,J when he died, after a pro¬ 
tracted reign of about five and twenty lunar years. In addition to hm 
other titles this prince occasionally bore those of Emmaud-ud-dein- 
ullah —pillar of the faith of God i and, llussautn-ud-doulah— sword! 
of the state. 

I l-Melek-ur-raheim KhossrouFeyrouz the son of Ezz-ul-mulik 
Abu Kalinjar. 

* March, A, D. 1044, t A. D. 1037. J A. D. 1048. 



When intelligence^ his father's death was comffiunicftteddt Baghdad» 'A. H. 440-4*. 
the dignity of Ameir-ul-fimra became Vested in this prince. His bro- A. D. 1048-5 0, 
ther, Ab&Mufls&rFfillaucfSettourt', having however assumed theiroyid 
authority 1 at Shirauz, an inveterate bourse of hostiWtie^thereupoh com¬ 
menced between the rival princes; and continued until thebhrly part Of 
' the year four hundred and forty seven ; w'hen AAirMunsur being com¬ 
pelled to abandon his capital, the province of Farss was united to the 
• territories already in possession of hfs more fbrturrate'rivaf. But the 
. celebrated Toghrel Beg arriving before Baghdad on rile twenty fifth bf Ul Melek-ur« 
Ramzaun ofthe same year 1 ,* as was formerly noticed under the Khe- 
laufut of U1 Raeim, Melek-ur-raheita was shortly afterwards delivered 
tip to that formidable chieftain,- by whom he was condemned to im¬ 
prisonment in one of his fortresses, where he ultimately died. The 
government of MMek-ur-raheim is alleged, however, to have subsisted 
under all circumstances, for a period of seven years. ; 

Abu MuNsuRFfillaudSettoun (column of steel) the son of AbfiKa- 
linjar, having, on the death of his father in four hundred and forty, as¬ 
sumed at Shirauz, the sovereign authority, in addition to the war in., 
which he was immediately engaged with M61ek-ur-raheim, appears to 
have been further embarrassed by the opposition whieh he experienced 
to his authority, from another brother of the.name of Abu Sauid lvhoss- 
rou Shah; if, indeed, these were not one and the same person, of whitih 
thfere is fi considerable probability, since it is immediately observed, 
that on the death of this Rhossrou Shah', Abu Munsur became from Abu m ttN - sua 
that period more firmly establishedin his power. Proceeding however, Fuliaud Settoua, 
to put to death, at the instance of his mother, one of the chiefs of his 
court entitled Sauheb-e-audil, who had officiated as his father’s prime 
minister, the circumstance produced in Fazzel the son of Hussun, oc¬ 
casionally distinguished by the appellation of Fuzzeluvah (usurper 
perhaps) a very powerful Ameir, and the friend of the deceased, a de¬ 
termination to avenge the injury; and hostilities having immediatdy 
ensued, Abft Munsur, in the course ofthe year tour hundred and forty 
eight, fell into the hands of the insurgent, and became a prisoner in 
one of his own castles. THe successful rebel,' repaired at a subsequent 

» December 17th,* A. D. 1055. 



A* Hi 448 . period to the camp,orcourt of Alep Arslan, the nephew and successor 
A. D. io»8. G f Togiirel .B^eg, and .obtained from that prince for himself, a patent for 
Khoiaussut- the governmqntof Farsg. The power of Abfi Munsur, including the 
,nl akhbaur. p er - Q{ j j Q it was contested with his brother, subsisted for about 

eight years. 

Abu Ally,Key K,«ossrou thesonofAbuKalinjar,appearstohave 
been the last of the race of, Bdyah ? that was suffered to retain a vestige 
of the power of his ancestors. Some time after the fate of his brothers 
had been, decided, he voluntarily repaired to the court of Alep Arslan, 
who generously bestowed upon him the town of Ndbendejaun, with 
. part of the adjoining territory. There he continued to lead a life of en¬ 
viable tranquillity and peace, until, in the four hundred and eighty se- 
Abu Aut, venth of the Hidjerah, ;he withdrew to the mansions of eternal rest. 
Key Khoss- Henceforward, of this celebrated family, the name and recollection alone 
De}lemties. tlie survived to mark the page of history, after it had flourished with con¬ 
sider splendorfora period of onehundredand twenty seven lunaryearrs; 
calculating from the accession of Emmaud-ud-doulah the firstmonarch, 
in the three hundred and twenty first, to the imprisonment of AbA 
Munsur Fullaud Settoun, in the four hundred and forty eighth of the 
Hidjerah. 

The name of Washmagueir the son of Zebbaur, the brother of Mur- 
dawuDje, and the founder of a family which, for several successions, 
enjoyed, the principality of Jurjaun, or Jfirjoun, on the sohtb eastern 
extremity of the Caspian, has already been introduced to the attention 
of the reader. With his accustomed brevity, our author now proceeds 
° f EiR ASH <rr" t0 state t ^ iat personage traced his origin to Erghesh, who was 
successors in prince, or governor of Guilan, in the remote age of Key Khossrou ; for 
J&rjaun, whom, if he was not the Cyrus of the Greeks, we shall find some dif¬ 
ficulty in discovering a parallel in the records of European history. It 
was observed on a former occasion, that about the three hundred and 
thirty second of the Hidjerah,* the same Washmagueir appeared in 
the courtof AmeirNouh, the son of Nasser the Samaunian, andthat be 
was enabled through the assistance of that prince, in the course of the 
following year, to make himself master of the city of Jfirjaun, and the 
territory usually annexed to it. 

*A. D. 943-4, 
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On the death of Washmagueir, in the three hundred and fifty-sixth A. H. $ 56 - 71 . 
of the Hidjerah,* he was succeeded by his son Beisettoun; of whom A. P. 9G7-82 . 
we find nothingrecorded further, than that when the hand of time had KhoUussut- 
'Completed the page of his destiny, about the year three hundred and u 
sixty-six,j* his brother K&bus, entitled Shums-ul-maula (the sun of 
sublimity) encircled his brows with the diadem of sovereign author" Beisettoun. 
ity ; and furnished to the inhabitants of Jurjaun an auspicious pre¬ 
sage of a just and equitable reign. 

In benevolence of disposition and manners, in the graces of the un¬ 
derstanding, and elevation ofmind, Shums-ul-m aula-kabus, the son 
ofWashmagueir, issaid to have been distinguished far beyond his con¬ 
temporaries, in his thoughts and actions as averse to the conception or Shums ul -maux.\ 

K AfiUS« 

commission of all that was base and unworthy, as he was renowned 
through the world for his singular eloquence, and the masterly compositi¬ 
ons of his pen. These were soremarkable for tbeir peculiar beauty, as to 
have drawn from S&heb-e-Ebbaud, the accomplished vezzeir of Fakh- 
er-ud-doulah, an acknowledgement, that he could discriminate them 
from those of any other, by the perusal of a single lin^. 

He was, however,- in the course of the year three hundred and seventy 
one,J the sixth of his government, in consequence of the assistance 
which he had afforded to Fakher-ud-doulah, compelled to abandon f is 
country to the troopsof Mfieyed-ud-doulah the Deylemite, as noticed 
in a former page, and to retire into Kborassaun. In that province, 
under every vicissitude of fortune, he continued to reside for no less a 
period than eighteen years ; during which, his native benevolence, and 
greatness of mind, never once forsook him; as was universally experi¬ 
enced by the best and most distinguished persons within t-he limits of 
that extensive territory. 

The injury which he had experienced in the loss of his country, in 
consequence of his attachment to Fakher-ud-doulah, might have jus¬ 
tified the expectation, that when that prince was restored to power, 
on the death of his brother, he should have been also reinstated in the 
possession of his paternal inheritance. The services of Kabus were* 
nevertheless, either forgotten, or totally disregarded ; and the territory 
♦ A. D. 967. t A. D .976. t A".D.981-2. 
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of J&qatm was added without oereroony by Fakher-ud-doulah, to his 
other dominions. The authority of Kabus was however, on the 
death of that prince, openly proclaimed in Mazanderaun, through the 
influence and exertions of 'Espahbed Sheheryaur, one of the native 
chiefs, who caused bis name to be inserted in the IChotbah and coin¬ 
age of the country, in the three hundred and eighty eighth of the Hid- 
jerah.* Shums-ul-maula Kabushastened immediately from Neyshapur 
to avail himself of this unexpected turn of fortune, and was quietly 
established on the throne of Mazanderaun. Ilis power henceforward 
daily acquired additional splendor, until, in the process of time, the 
provinces of Tebrestaun, and Guilan, were united to his other posses¬ 
sions; his son Menutcheher being appointed to the government of the 
latter, and one of his principal followers to that of the former. 

But with all the eminent endowments of mind which he is acknow¬ 
ledged to have possessed, there were some necessary qualifications, 
in which this prince appears to have.been very conspicuously deficient. 
His deportment towasds his nobles and military chiefs was morose 
and unaccommodating to an extreme degree ; and his administration 
of justice was sanguinary beyond example. In short, he knew no 
punishment but the avenging steel of the executioner, no prison 
but the narrow chamber of the tomb. His government became, there¬ 
fore, jrr^the sequel, intolerable both to the Ameirs of his court, andto 
the principal inhabitants of Jurjaun, and a conspiracy was at last formed 
to divest him of his authority. At a period when he was encamped, 
without suspicion, in sight of the last mentioned city, the conspira¬ 
tors under cover of the night, suddenly surrounded his tent; but as 
some of the principal officers persisted in opposing their designs, and 
in defending the person of their sovereign, the rebels, hastened- to take 
possession of the capital; and having seized and secured it for them¬ 
selves, dispatched a deputation to invite Menfitcheher from Guilan, to 
usurp the throne of his father. In the’ mean time, immediately 
abandoning all concern with human grandeur, -Bhums-ul-maula, ac¬ 
companied by a -band of faithful domestics, retired towards Bostaum. 

When Menutcheher, on the invitation of the insurgents, repaired to 
Jurjaun, they announced to him on his arrival, that if he concuned 

•ft. D. 998. 
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^?th them in the rmoval of his father, they w'ereunWmrmsIy disposed A. H. 4<v*-*& 
to submit to his authority ; if not, they communicated their determin- Aj D ' 1012 - 2g * 
ation to bestow their allegiance upon some other person, and to ban- 
ish him from among them, with as little repugnance, as they had done 
his father beforehim. Perceiving no other alternative, the youngprince 
for the present acceded to their views, and was upon this immediately 
invested with the government. A short time afterwards he proceeded 
however to Bostaum, and there, at his father’s feet, offered to sacrifice 
his life in avenging him on the traitors who had driven him from his 
throne. K&bus withstood this proof of filial affection, declaring that 
his concern with power was irrevocably at an end; that his career was 
here destined to terminate, and that his son might therefore now con¬ 
sider that the government was justly devolved to himself. Itwasaccord- 
ingly, some how or other, arranged that the dethroned monarch should 
be confined at large to the fortress of Khiassek, or perhaps Kaschek, 
there to spend his days in the exercise of his devotions ; and to that 
fortress he was in consequence conducted by one of the chiefs, who un¬ 
dertook the charge of his person. 

On his way to the place of his confinement, it is said that the mon¬ 
arch had the curiosity to demand of his conductor, the motives which 
had actuated the recent revolt. The reply was, that perceiving his 
sanguinary executions carried beyond all bounds of reason and mo¬ 
deration, this chief and five others had combined to precipitate him 
from a throne which he had stained with so much blood. On which. 

K&bfis observed, that herein he laboured under the grossest of errors, 
since for his own part he had no hesitation in ascribing his misfortunes 
to too scrupulous an aversion to the effusion of blood ; for had he taken 
the precaution to anticipate their treasons, by putting this same chief* 
and his five accomplices, under the sword of the executioner, the sad 
reverse which he now experienced had never befallen him. A short 
time after the unfortunate monarch had been securely lodged in the 
fortress of Khiassek, the authors of his disgrace, suspecting that he 
might still attempt to avenge his injuries, employed some of their em¬ 
issaries to dispatch him ; and he was accordingly compelled to receive 
from their hands the cup of martyrdom. 

3 k 2 
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MEKTJTCHEHERtheeonofKabus assumed the government of Jui;}an» 
in the manner we have already noticed, on the final renunciation of hi* 
father, about the four hundred and third of the Hidjerah : and he re¬ 
ceived soon afterwards, together with the title of Fulluk-ul-maula, 
firmament of sublimity, from the KhalifUlK&der, letters patent invest- 
inghim with all the possessionsof his predecessors.Thebenevolentgeniu9 
of Fulluk-ul-Maula impelled him moreover to cultivate the friendship 
of the powerful Sultan Mahmfid of Gheznln, to whom, by the introduc¬ 
tion of his name and titles into the Khotbah and Sikkah of his country, 
he pledged his obedience ; and this he sought further to confirm, by 
soliciting an alliance, which he obtained with one of the princesses 
of the Sultan’s family. When he had by these means put his affairs in 
a prosperous and steady train, theattentionofMenutcheherwas for some 
time employed, in bringing to punishmpnl the murderers of his father; 
the greater part of whom, by various devices, he ultimately succeeded 
in putting out of the way ; after which fie continued to reign, as long as 
he lived, in the full enjoyment of all his wishes. It is to be observed 
that although our author concludes his cursory memoir of the family 
of Washmagueir,*in the manner just submitted to the reader, there are 
other historians w ho introduce a-brother, of the name of Darab the son 
of Kabus, as having succeeded to the territory of Jurj tun on the death 
of Fulluk-ul-maula, though not suffered to retain his authority. With 
these, at all events, ceased altogether the power of the family, after it 
■had subsisted about ninety lunar years. 

* The reader is requested to observe that gu before i or ei, is to be pronounced invariably as 
Cp guinea. 



CHAP. VII. 


T HE concurrence of historians has allotted to Sebekteggin, orSe- 
bektekein, or Subactagi, as he has been indifferently,denominated, 
an origin of no higher distinction than that of having been enrolled 
among the slaves of Aleptekein,* Alputtekein, or again Abistagi, the 
first sovereign ofGheznin ; who had himself arisen, as formerly noticed, 
under the power of the Samanides, from a state of the lowest servitude, 
first to the government of Khorassaun, and ultimately to sovereign 
power. Sebekteggin was however early distinguished beyond his 
associates for his consumate prudence and extraordinary valour, and 
( displayed upon his brow many auspicious prognostications of that ex¬ 
alted destiny, to which he was born to attain. Accordingly, on the 
‘death of Aleptekein, in the three hundred and sixty-fifth of the Hid- 
jerah,the military chiefs, and principal inhabitantsofGheznin,orGhez- 
ni, united in conferring upon this able chieftain, the vacant govern¬ 
ment, together with the daughter of their departed sovereign. 

Neither in any instance did Sebekteggin deceive the hopes of thdse, 
by whom he had been thus elevated to royalty. During a reign, dis¬ 
tinguished for moderation and justice, he is equally extolled for his 
exertions to restrain the outrages of the oppressor, and for the most 
liberal proofs of bounty and humanity, which he exhibited to cheristn 
and secure the attachment of his people, of every class and description. 

In the three hundred and sixty-seventh of the Hidjerah he was em¬ 
ployed in reducing the city of Host ou one side, and that of Kosdaur 
on the other side of his 'dominions; after which, he led his troops into 
the territories on the Indus, where he exterminated vast multitudes of 
the unoffending natives, uninstructed in the vaunted truths of issl&m; 

* From analogy, the author is di.-p. sed to prefer the former of these appellations; since 
we do not say Alparstan, t.ut Vep Arslan —I V great lion. Tiie be and te in .ome manu¬ 
scripts, taken for bu and may have produced Abistajp or Abialaheio, 
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and where, having subjugated extensive districts, he constructed on the 
temples of idolatry, numerous mosques, and edifices dedicated to the 
service of religion ; and then returned, triumphant and loaded with 
spoil, to his capital of Gheznin. 

Subsequent to this he marched, as was formerly related, into Mawur- 
un-neher, on the application of Ameir Nouh the Samaunian, monarch 
of Bokhara ; and proceeding thence into Khorassaun, finally restored 
the authority of his ally, re-established tranquillity and good order to 
the countries of his government, and receiving from the gratitude of 
the Samaunian for himself the title of Nasser-ud-dein, and for his son 
Mahmfid, together with the government of Khorassaun, that of Seyf- 
ud-doulab, he returned, successful in all his enterprizes, once more to 
his capital. 

Although the death of Sebekteggin was, on a former occasion, stated' 
to have taken place at Gheznin, we are now apprized, in conformity 
with other authorities, that this event occurred at Balkh, in the month 
of Shabaun,* of the three hundred and eighty.seventh of the Hidjerah ; 
that of his friend Ameir Nouh having taken place the preceding month 
Df Rudjub. 

Before we dismiss our short memorial of the reign of Sebekteggin, 
*ve cannot withhold ourselves, although at the hazard of its having 
already appeared before the public from a far abler pen, from translating 
from the first part of Ferishtah’s history, the following pleasing little 
incident. 

In the early part of his career in the service of Aleptekein, the whole 
of his property being comprized in the horse on which he rode, Sebek¬ 
teggin usually passed the day in ranging the plains of Neyshapur in 
questof game. One day, while engaged in this his ordinary occupation, 
he unexpectedly came in view of a deer and her fawn, which were 
browsing, unconscious of harm and danger, on the extensive heath. 
Setting spurs to his horse, Sebekteggin succeeded in seizing the fawn, and 
having bound its legs, and secured it across the pummel of his saddle, 
took his way towards the city. When he had proceeded some distance 
on his return, happening to look behind him, he perceived that the d a m 

•August, A. D. 991, 



279 


♦fhisharm-less little captive still continued to follow, exhibiting very A. H. sar. 
(evident marks ©f the most violent perturbation, and affliction. This A. D. 9»7. 
.spectacle wrought so powerfully on the compassionate feelings of Se- Ferishtab. 
bekteggin, that he determined without hesitation to set his prisoner at 
large; and he accordingly restored it to the fond caresses of its dam. 

Manifestly delighted with the recovery of its offspring, the tendermother 
bounded towards its native heaths ; occasionally turning back, as if to 
xontemplate with gratitude, as it withdrew, the person of its compas¬ 
sionate benefactor. That very night the prophet appeared to Sebek- 
-teggin in a dream, and addressed him, as he imagined, in the following 
terms. “ Sebekteggin! the compassionate disposition evinced in thy 
“ behaviour this day towards aharmlessand inoffensiveanimal, has been 
“ marked with approbation in the presence of the most high; in testi- 
“ mony of which, a warrant of sovereign power has been registered in 
“ thy name, in the tribunals of the eternal God—be it thy care, in thy 
“ conduct towards thy fellow creatures, to persevere in the same laud- 
“ able demeanor—Let no opportunity escape thee to exercise the pro- 
“ pensities of a benevolent heart; the very essence of happiness, both 
“ in thy present state, and in that which will be thy portion hereafter.” Kholaussut- 

Issmauil the son of Sebekteggin, thirdofthe monarchs of Gheznin. ul-abhbaur. 

In conformity with the arrangements of his father's will, this prince 
had proceeded immediately to invest himself with the sovereign power; 
and to render his accession popular, by a most lavish distribution of 
favors and rewards to the troops, and to the household of the deceased IssMAUIL j II( j 
monarch. But his .eider brother Mahmtid, at Neyshapur the capital 0 f t h e Ghenna- 
.of .his government, was no sooner apprized of these circumstances, vides, or mon- 
than he hastened to dispatch to Issmauil a letter, conceived in the ®™ ,1S ot Ghe *' 
following terms. '“Of all mankind, in a brother’s estimation, thou bear- 
“ est the first ahd highest places—of wealth and empire he does not there- 
“ fore regret thee the possession, to the utmost extent of all that thou 
“ canst possibly aspire to. But to the stability and permanence of 
“ states, some knowledge in the arts of government, some maturity of 
“ years and experience are indispensably requisite ; and were it possi- 
“ ble to contemplate in thy character any of these necessary qualifi- 
“ cations, thou shouldst iind in me the most willing and obsequious 
“ of subjects. Under other circumstances it becomes, however, advisable 



A. H. 887. “-that thou shouldst immediately proceed to make with me, as the la# 1 
A. D. 998. ^escribes an impartial and equitable distribution of ourfather’sefFects 
ul^akhbaur ** an< ^ treasures ; and that thou shouldst put me in possession of the me- 
“ tropolis of Gheznin ; while, on my part, I am ready to resign to thee 
the government of Bklkh, with the command of the armies in Khor- 
“ assaun.” 

» To this overture, on the part of his brother, Ameir Issmauil appears 
to have paid no other attention, than by preparing for immediate hos¬ 
tilities. Mahmud led his troops in consequence towards Gheznin, 
and was joined on his approach by his brother Nasser, and by an uncle 
of the name of Naratchik or Boghratchik ; Ameir Issmauil advancing 
towards the same quarter, from the side of Balkh. While the armies 
were thus reciprocally approaching, several attempts were, however, 
made on the part of Mahmud to dissuade his brother from proceeding 
ScltanMah- t0 extremities, and to prevail upon him to accede to some plan of ae- 
«dd, IVth of commodation ; but in vain. He had resolved on trying the issue of bat- 
themonarclisof t j e . an d ; n this, after a conflict of some duration, and obstinacy, he was 
finally defeated jandcompelled tosh ut himself up inthecastleof Gheznin. 
Sultan Mahmud brought him at last to submit to terms ; and having 
taken from him the keys of his father’s treasury, and in every depart¬ 
ment of the government established agents under his own authority, 
drew offhisarmy towards Balkh. It will be sufficient further to remark, 
that Issmauil was some time afterwards confined, with every reasonable 
comfort and indulgence of life, to a fortress in the province of Jurjaun ; 
where he died at a period long subsequent to his degradation. 

Sultan Mahmud Ghauzzy, the son of Sebekteggin, fourth, of the 
monarchs of Gheznin. 

Having succeeded, on his arrival at B&lkh from his expedition tO' 
secure the throne of his father, in purging the plains of Khorassaun 
from the impurities of adverse faction, Sultan Mahmud received from 
the Khalif U1 K&der together with a Khelaut, or dressof honor, of sin¬ 
gular magnificence, the titles of Yemein-ud-doulah; and Amein-ul- 
millut, purporting to be the right hand of the state, and protector or 
arbitrator of the faith of Mahommed. About the same period he 
concluded a treaty with Eylek lihaun the monarch of Kashghar, who 



281 

4»ad subjugated MaWfirJtm-Weher, the territory tm the f^xus, and'froih A. H. HOJl- 
Whom he received a daughter in marriage. A. P. 999. 

Mah®s4d, by the Victo.-y at Peishawir, on the eighth ofMohnrrim* Fetishtai. 
'«f the three hundred and ninety-second of the Hidjerah, over Jeypal 
prince of Labour and thePunjaub, having made that monarch his pris¬ 
oner, together with fifteen of his sons and other relatives, and killed 
five thousand of his followers, secured a triumphant conclusion to 
Indian expedition. The'booty which fell into his hands was 
•very considerable ; and among other articles, were sixteen jewelled 
hec : klaces,by the Hindus denominated Mania, one of which alone be- 
longtng to the fhajah himself, was estimated at the value of one hundred 
■wnd eighty thousand dinaurs ; equivalent, at the lowest calculation,.to 
■•eighty two thousand five hundred pounds sterling. On this occasion, 

•Mahmfld is represented to-have extended Ms ravages to Bahtindah or 
llatneir; and to have enlarged his royal prisoner, on the promise of a 
stipulated tribute. But it being-a maxim among these absurd idolaters* 

•that the monarch who had twice fallen into thehands of the Mpsslems, 
was rendered unworthy of the sovereign authority ; that his errors, 
crimes, or misfortunes, could be no otherwise expunged than by the 
all-powerful operation of fire ; and Jeypal having become now twice st 
prisoner to the implacable adversaries of the gods of his country, that 
'■prince straightway resigned his authority to his son Anundpaf; and 
on the burning pile offered himself a sacrifice to avert the calamities 
which might further impend, from his afflicted people. On his return 
from this expedition Mahm'fld-either received, or assumed the title.of 
•Ghauzzy.or victor in the cause of the-faith.. 

On this occasion we have been insensibly engaged, and perhaps un¬ 
necessarily, in extractingfrom Ferishtah, more in detail than is strictly 
consistent with our design, the narrative of Mahmud’s proceedings * 
which the reader will doubtless find already executed with far superior 
•‘skillrhy the abler pen of colonel Scott : j and more recently by the 
learned author of the Indian antiquities. Henceforward the relation 
•will, as far as possible, be confined to the succinctet statements fur¬ 
nished in the Kholaussut-ul-akhbaur. 

“• Nov. 26th, A. D. 1001. 

tWith some degree of mortification. I must hefe acknowledge,, that this respectably 
Writer’s translation of Ferishtah has never yet fallen to my lot to peruse. 

TOt. II. 2 Q 
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A. H. 304-0. In three hundred and ninety-four, Mahmftd’s further designs against 

A.D.I004-0. the Indian territory were suspended, by an expedition in which he was 

ul aJd L) SSUt en ^ ed a ? amst Kholf the son of Ahmed, the prince ofSeiestaun, and 
Neimrouz ; who had unfortunately suffered some proofs to transpire* 
of a disposition hostile to the interest of this powerful and haughty 
conqueror. Defeated in battle, the sovereign of Seisetaun shut him¬ 
self up in the fortress of Tauk,of which name we find a place on the 
Heirmund. Here he was immediately invested by Mahm&d, and he 
finally capitulated, throwinghimself on the mercy of his besieger; whose 
vanity he flattered by the title of Sultan, with which, in the moment 
of prostration, he had saluted him ; and by which the conqueror was 
so much gratified, that he restored to the suppliant his government of 
Seiestaun, adding to his own name the title thus seasonably applied to 
him, by thesubjugated prince. Recurring however shortly afterwards 
to hostilities, and claiming the protection of Eylek Khaun of Kash- 
ghar, Kholfthe son of Ahmed again excited the displeasure of Mahmfid; 
and becoming once more his prisoner, was now confined to the castl* 
of Jfirjaun, where he ultimately died. 

Resuming his hostile designs against the princes of India, Mahm&d 
in the course of three hundred and ninety six, subdued the cities of Be- 
hautiah and Multaun. But, while he was engaged on this occasion in 
the neighborhood of the latter city, his father in law, Eylek Khaun, took 
advantage of his absence to violate his engagements, and to invade the 
important province of Khorassaun; of which, his lieutenant general 
Sebaush, or Sebaushitekein, was employed to take possession, while 
Jauffertekein, another of his captains, was nominated to the government 
ofBalkh. On intelligence of the approach of these intruders, Arslan 
Hauzeb, who presided at Her&t under the authority of Mahmhd, had 
abandoned that city, and hastened to Gheznin ; from whence he dis¬ 
patched to apprize his sovereign, of the unprovoked infraction of treaty 
by which he had been driven from his province. Spiiltan Mahmud quit- 
tedMultaun without delay, and with the rapidity of lightning returned 
(O hiscapital. From thence, he shortly afterwards led his troops towards 
•Baikh; Sebaushi, and Jauffertekein withdrawing at his approach, li^e 
the feeblest winged insects before the violence of the wnjrlwind. 
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feyfck Khaun demanding upon this, the assistance of Rudder Khaun, a. H. 397 -$. 
monarch of Khoten, that prince, at the head of fifty thousand of his A. D. ioo7 -9« 
bravest warriors, hastened to join him ; and the two tnonarchs now Kholaussut- 
proceeded in conjunction, to givebattleto Mahmud ;who lay encamped u 
with a powerful army, and a body of trained elephants, at the distance 
of about four leagues, or farsangs from B&lkh. When the adverse hosts 
drew out in the presence of each other, and the battle had already 
commenced, Mahmud, on his part, prostrated himself in prayer; and 
fervently besought the aid of that Omnipotent being, whose eternal 
nature is equally exempt from want and decay ; but when, by certain 
auspicious indications, he thought he could discern that his vows were 
accepted, he immediately mounted his elephant, which he now 
-urged straightforward against the centre of Eylek Khaun’s troops. 

The elephant seizing the standard bearer of the enemy, instantly 
threw him into the air, and proceeded with equal fury to trample 
under foot all others who came in his way. The soldiers of Mahmfid 
became so animated by the example of their sovereign, that all at 
once assailing the adverse line, they bore down all further opposition, 
and obtained a decisive and signal victory; Eylek Khaun and his 
ally the monarch of Khoten, escaping with the utmost difficulty across 
theJeyhun, This event appears ro have taken place in the three 
hundred and ninety-seventh of the Hidjerah. 

In the course of the same year, Sfiltan Mahmud proceeded again at 
the head of his troops towards the territory of the Indus, in order to 
chastise the defection of Nowausah Shah; who after embracing Isslam, 
had at the same time apostatized from his religion, and rebelled against 
the authority of his sovereign. The rebel fled however at the very ru¬ 
mour of Mahmfid’s approach ; and the latter without further trouble 
took the direction of his capital. 

In the three huudred and ninety ninth of the Hidjerah, Sultan Mali- 
- mtid appears to have been for the fourth time engaged in hostilities 
.against the native princes of India ; being on this occasion-opposed by 
I’al the son of Anundpal, who surpassed them all in the abundance of 
his wealth, and the number of his forces. According to Ferishtah, 
he was met on the plains of Peishawir by Anundpal, at the head of a 
countless multitude assembled from all parts of Hindustaun. For the 
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spact> of forty days the armies remained stationary in the prcs»no«r of 
each other without an action; the Hindus continually strengthened by 
fresh reinforcements, while Mahmud, with more than ordinary vigi¬ 
lance, covered both bis flanks with intrencJaments, lest in the impend¬ 
ing conflict, the enemy’s wings might penetrate in those points. 
His;front was at the same time left open, apparently for the purpose 
of engaging without embarrassment, when he found his opportunity. 
When he had at last determined on giving battle, Mahmud detached 
from his main body a thousand arc hers, with instructions to attack the 
enemy: and these having for sometime hotly occupied the attention 
of the Hindus, drew them by degrees towards the encampment of the 
Mosslems; who proceeded in fair and compact array to oppose the troops 
of Ammdpal, now become the assailants. In spite of the circumspec¬ 
tion of Mahmfld, and in the heat of the action, a body of one thousand 
Kahkares, or Guikkers, bare headed and bare footed, variously and 
strangelyarmed,f>!liSsetJtheintrenchaientsonboth his flanks; and falling 
. in, with astonishing fury among the cavalry, proceeded with thedespef- 
ationof savages, and with their s-words and knives, to cut down and 
maim both the horse and Iris rider, until, almost in the twinkling of an 
eye,, between three and four thousand men had fallen victims to the 
rage of these infuriated maniacs. Such was the impression of this des¬ 
perate effort, that Mahmud was actually about to draw aside from has 
encampment,.and to discontinue the conflict until the day following; 
when, most fortunately for the disciples oflsslam, the elephant whinh 
carried Anundpal, the generalissimo of the idolaters, taking fright, at 
the explosion, says Ferishtab, of the cannon and musquetry, but most 
probably at that of some rockets, suddenly recoiled from the action ; 
end this being perceived by the troops engaged on each sideof him, the 
alarm immediately spread tha't the llajah was flying-; on which the 
Hindhsat once broke, and dispersed in every direction. They were, 
for two days and as many nights, pursued without intermission by Ab¬ 
dullah T&ey at the head of five thousand Arab horse, and by Arslan 
Jlauzeb with ten thousand Turks and Afghans, by whom twenty 
thousand of the fugitives were put to the sword; while thirty chain of 
elephants, and a prodigious booty were captured, a#id bfQiVgjbt to the 
c*uap of the victorious Mahmud. 
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The S4Ha»ri° w pleated his army before the fortress of Bheimnugh- A. H- 399 t 
*t, Nuggerk&te- ® c Naugracut, anciently so denominated; and here . V P . 10 V ~ , 
described to have been a strong qastle erected on the summit of a 
moan tain, by Rajah Bheim one qf the ancient monarchs of the country; 
which was used by the Hind4s as a secure reppsitpry for their most 
sacred images, apd by the surrounding Rajahs for their treasure and 
jewels. It was however at this period totally destitute of armed de¬ 
fenders, and left entirely to the care of the Brahmins, and other attend¬ 
ants, ministering in the worship of their idols. As might have been 
expected, the minds of these unwarlike and peaceful inhabitants of a 
fortress, of which however the foundations might be said to be laid in 
the beayena, immediately gave way to the impressions of terror and 
alarm, and the cries of quarter and mercy resounded from the affrighted 
garrison to the skies. On the third day the gates of this impregnable 
retreat were thrown open to Mahmtid, the unarmed and defenceless 
inhabitants falling at his feet. The victorious monarch, accompanied 
by his household, and the principal members of his court, immediately 
entered the place, and proceeded to survey and take possession of its 
inestimable deposit; consisting,as we are told, of seven hundred thou¬ 
sand dinaurs of gold,?* in specie, of seven hundred Munnsf in gold and 
silver plate, of two hundred Mutins in pure gold unwrought, of two 
thousand Munns in unwrought silver, and of twenty Munns in dia¬ 
monds, pearls, mbies-, and coral, formed into various ornaments for the 
person ; all of which had remained here untouched, ever since the time 
of the above mentioned Rajah Bheim, the founder. 

. On his return fo Gbeznin, MahmAd in a suite of pavilions which he 
pilfebjetl without the city, exhibited to the multitude, which thronged 
from thence and the neighboring towns, on tables of gold and silver, the 
spoils of Hindustani! accumulated in the recent expedition ; accom¬ 
panying the glorious and splendid spectacle, which continued for three 
days successively, with a sumptuous repast, arid a liberal distribution 
to the indigent, and to the votaries of religion, of every class and 
description. 

* 3908331. 6s. 8tf. 

ffti different parts of India tke MimnuiMauod,i&. variously estimated from quarter of a 
fauutirud. to facty ppuftds weight. 
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Buring the year four hundred, Sultan Mahmtid resumed his opef'a* 
tions against the Indian territory ; and on his return to Gheznin in the 
course of the same year, he is said to have been followed by the most 
suppliant solicitations for peace, from the paramount sovereign of the 
Hindfi princes, probably theR&jah Anundpal already mentioned; who 
engaged, if his entreaties were complied with, to furnish the Sftltan’s 
arsenal with a supply of fifty eiephsnts, and to remit in money and 
precious commodities an annual tribute to the royal treasury of Ghez¬ 
nin. On these terms Mahmfid appears to have consented to an ac¬ 
commodation; and a commercial intercourse is said to have been now- 
opened or renewed between the subjects of the adverse powers. 

The following year, the four hundred and first of the Hidjerah, 
Mahmud conducted his troops into the territory of Ghfir, or Ghour; 
and being opposed, with considerable obstinacy, by Mahommed the 
son of Suri, the independent prince of the country, at the head of ten 
thousand horse, the latter was defeated by a very ordinary stratagem; 
beingenticed from his intrenchments by a feigned retreat, and becoming 
the prisoner of his invader. He ejuded however the protracted miseries 
of captivity by chewing the signet of his ring, which had in some way 
or other been impregnated with poison for such an emergency. The 
territory ofGhurwas hereupon united to the dominions already sub¬ 
jugated to the exchequer of Mahm&d. 

About the period under consideration, Shah Nessaur. the prince of 
Gherjistaun, which although probability be against us, we are disposed 
to identify with the province of Georgia, resisting the authority of 
Mahmud, ultimately became his prisoner. On this occasion we are 
informed, that Neyshaur was the title bestowed by the people of Gher¬ 
jistaun upon their sovereigns, in the same manner as those oiRay and 
Khaun are assigned to the monarchs who rule over them, by the Hin¬ 
dus and Tataurs. In the time ofNouhthesonof Munsfir theSamaunian, 
the Nessaur of Gheijistaun was a person of the name of Abu Nasser; 
who was induced by a natural indolence of disposition; and an unbound¬ 
ed attachment to letters, and the society of learned men, to resign the 
burden of his government, from which he was himself desirous of 
being relieved, to his son Mahommed. When the power of Sultan 
Mahmud, however, attained its ascendancy, oneof his agents, Aukkeby, 
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the btfthof ofthe T*nkh:Yemeiny, was employed to-demand the sub- A. H. 4'il-fe. 
mission of the prince of Gherjistaun to the authority of his master: v t>- i°n- t4. 
and this being complied with, without apparent difficulty, the son of Kbolaussut- 
AbA Nasser, who bore the title of Shah Nessaur, accompanied the u a 
agent to tender his submission in the presence of Mahmud ; and after 
residing some time at the court of that monarch, was permitted to 
return in safety to his native conntry. But suffering himself to be 
misled by the seductions of a mischievous ambition, the young man 
now suddenly evinced a disposition to be refractory, and to violate hia 
engagements with his formidable superior : on which Altuntaush the 
Hapjeb, or chamberlain, and Arslan Hauzeb or Jauzeb, as the name is 
indifferently written, weredispatchedby Mahmud toenforce obedience. 

On the arrival of these commanders before the capital of Gherjistaun, 

Nessaur Abu Nasser immediately threw himself on the mercy of Al¬ 
tuntaush, and was conveyed by that general towards Herat. SliahNesr 
saur had shut himself up in one of the strong holds of the country, 

.but conceived it prudent at the expiration of a very little time, also to 
capitulate, and put himself into the hands ofthe generals of Mahmud. 

He was immediately dispatched to Gheznin, to the presence of that 
monarch, by whom after he had experienced the discipline of his whip, 
he was confined for life to one of his castles; the agents ofthe govern¬ 
mentbeing, at thesame time, instructed tosupply him with every thing 
that could contribute either to his comfort or enjoyment. Sultan 
MahmAd then sent for Nessaur Abu Nasser from Herat, and treating 

{ - J 

him with considerable kindness, purchased from him the whole of his 
inheritance, for a sum of.pioney actually paid him.on.fbe spot. 

In the course of the year four hundred and five, .Mahmud was en¬ 
gaged in an expedition towards the remoter,extremity of India, border¬ 
ing on TArkestaun, or.Tartary, according to.Fepshtjih ; where he is said 
to have fought with, and defeated the sovereign ofthe country, and to 
. have reduced the city of Nardein, of which the author does not attempt 
to fix the position. He proceeds however to state, that in the course 
of the same year, receiving ififanpatiqn, that there existed a species of 
elephants to which they gave the appellation of elephants ofthe Mos- 
slems, or Mussulman elephants, at a place called either Manilsher, or 
Mabilsher, or Maylsher, it is impossible to determine which, unless ifr 
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A. H. were indeed fhe celebrated sanctuary of Tahnaser, Mahmfld led hrt‘ 

A. D. ldie-25. troops j nto the cou ntry ; and having defeated and expelled the lawful 
prince, a profligate and inveterate infidel, returned in triumph-with aa 
incalculable booty to his metropolis ofGheznln. 

Abfil Abbas Mamuntheson of'Marn6n,pri«ceofKhairrez«i, had mar¬ 
ried one of the daughters' of Sfiltfen Mahmhd: bod being put to death in 
the four hundredandseventh ofthe Hidjerah, by Benafltekein, an<l a con¬ 
spiracy of hisfaetious nobles, Mahmhd hastened on intelligence ofthsa 
treason, to avenge the injuries ofhts son in law; defeated, and inflicted 
condign punishment upon Benaltekein and bis accomplices ; and bes¬ 
towed the government ofthe country, with the capital of Oar or Ur- 
kunje, and the title of Khanrezm-Shah, upon Altfiutaush, one of hie 
favorite and most distinguished generals. 

In the four hundred and ninth of the Hidjerah, our author fixe* the 
expedition to Kanouje, stated to be at the distance of three months 
journey from Gheznin ;thesainethatwa»uAdertakcnfey SfiltanMahmfid^. 
accordingtoFerishtah,bythe route of Kashmeir; and the sequel ofwhich 
has been given in detail by that author, as is already sufficiently known. 
‘I'he spoil in gold and silver, and jewels, and other preciousm»t«riafl* r 
'accumulated by Mahmdd in this expedition, is said to have been of a 
magnitude to surpass the arithmetical skill of bis accountants to esti¬ 
mate ; and the multitude of captives was such that though the value 
of a slave was set at no more than ten dirhems* or about four shillings 
-and seven pence English, they could find no purchaser even at that 
'price. 

In the four hundred and sixteenth of the Hidjerah, Mahmfld was 
engaged in his last exterminating enterprize against the unfortunate 
Hindis; the expedition to SfimnaUt, at the extremity of the peninsula 
of Gfijer&t. On this expedition, according to Ferishtah, he set out 
from Ghezfltn, on the tenth day of Shabaun, of the‘year four hundred 
and fifteen, or about the 16th of October, A. D. 1024, and he arrived it 
’ftlfiltaun in the middle of the following month of Ramxaun,* at the 
head of a powerful army; and accompanied by thirty thousand cavafry, 
'Who volunteered their services from all parts of the Asiatic continent* 

•Nov. 20th, 10241 
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Mfiltnun, he appears to have prosecuted his march, skirting the 
desert to, Ajmeir, and from thence by Neherwila/the Puttun or anci¬ 
ent capital of Gfijer&t, to the object of his zeat and avarice. 

Sfimnaut, according to our author, was the name of acelebrated idol, 
which was worshiped by the infidels of the country ; but a couplet of 
Fereid-ud-dein‘Attaur is recited a little further on, asserting that the 
the great idol discovered by the armies of Mahmud at Sumnaut, bore 
the appellation of Laut. We know, however, that the pilgrimagesof thfe 
Hindus are to this day principally directed to Dfiarkanaut, the spot of 
Krishna’s evanition, according to the Mahkbauret, to Jugganaut, and 
to Ramnaut, or Ramn&d ; the latter at the southern extremity of the 
peninsula of India, notfar from the bridge of R<kma. In the mean time we 
are informed that to Sumnaut, the lord Sftm, or Sfima, the Hindu my- 
thologists have assigned the province of adjudging to departed souls, 
’according to the doctrines of transmigration, the bodies appropriated 
for their future habitation; and in the belief of the Hindfts, the ebb and 
flow of the ocean is nothing more than a mark of its adoration towards 
their favorite idol. 

On the authority of the Rouzut-us-suffa he proceeds to describe, 
that the temple, or edifice which contained the image of Sfimnaut, waa 
decorated by six and thirty pillars, inlaid with precious stones of the 
most beautiful and costly description ; that the image itself was of po¬ 
lished stone, or marble, about the height of five cubits, three above the 
flooring of the temple, and two concealed beneath it. I am aware that 
in these dimensions I have differed from the most respectable authori¬ 
ties ; but, both in the copy of the’ Kholaussut-ul-akhbaur and of the 
Ferishtah in my possession, the statement is precisely as I have given 
it. At all events three guz, or cubits of two and twenty inches, above 
the floor, would give to the image the stature ofan ordinary sized man. 

The circumstance of its being smitten on the nose by the mace of 
Mat mud, and of the immense treasure concealed in its belly, is already 
known. We shall here just mention that he rejected a prodigious ran¬ 
som tospareit,allegingthatoftwo appellations, rather than theidol bro¬ 
ker, Uechose to be called MahmUd theidolbreaker: and to reward his zeal, 
the precious contents discovered in the hollow of the idol, surpassed 
an hundred fold the sum which had been offered by the Brahmins for 
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A. H. 41040 . redemption. Of its unfortunate and unoffending votaries mate 
A. P. i 2547 . t j lan th ousan< j were put to the sword by the troops of M&hraft<J; 

Kiioiaussut- an( j t j ie t reasure withdrawn from the interior of the temple,, from the 
the hollow ofthe image perhaps,is alone estimated at thesura of twenty 
millions of dinaurs of gold;* in which proportion we are told to calcu¬ 
late the further spoil, which fell into the hands pf the plunderers of this 
celebrated sanctuary. 

When he was about to quit Sumnautonhis return toGheznin, Mah¬ 
mud desired his ministers and principal officers to select from among 
themselves some particular individual, on whom he might confer the 
government ofthe recent conquests : but it being Represented to him, 
that, since it was not his design to revisit the country, it would be more 
advisable to place it in the hands of a native, he proceeded to deliberate 
on the subject, withsuch of the inhabitants as he permitted to approach 
his person. By these he was informed.that among the princes who had 
ruled the country, whether in purity of origin orlustre of descent, none 
wereon apar with the raceof Dabsheleim, orDabsheleima. Of this race 
they said that there fortunately then existed a young person, whc^e 
attention had been hitherto entirely devoted; in the garb and profession 
of a Brahmiq, to the duties of religion ; and on this person, if the Sflltan 
conferred the sovereignty of that part ofGujeraut, they conceived that 
it would not be unworthily bestowed. Others however contended that 
the individual proposed was a man of unaccommodating and austere 
.habits, who had been compelled by necessity alope to make choice of 
thelife of a recluse; and. they recommended, on the contrary, the sover¬ 
eign of a neighboring territory, who to the same lustre of descent, added 
a superior prudence, and maturity of years, as an object far more wor¬ 
thy ofthe Sultan's preference, and of the governmeutof their country. 
To this Mahmud observed, that if the person they proposed had, in any 
instance, evinced a disposition to cultivate his friendship, it,might then 
indeed be expected that such a request in his favor, woul 1 be attended 
with little difficulty in the compliance ; but to confer a territory, of 
that magnitude upon one who tvas already in possession of one of the 

t 

* At the lowest computation, o e nme shillings and two pence to the dinaur, this would 
mount to tiye sum of 9, ISO,0061. 13s. 4d. 



T»ost powerful states fn India, and who had, moreover, never afforded A. H. 410 - 18 .. 
the slightest.^WJ^tration of attachment, to merit sucha proof of con- A. P. 1025 - 2 7 . 
fidencd and regard, appeared to him rather wide of the dictates of sober 
discretion. Thensending for the recluse he immediately invested him 
with thegovernment oftbe province. The descendant of Pabsheleiin 
in accepting of his tributary sovereignty, embraced the opportunity of 
representing to theSfiltjap his apprehensions lest the neighboring Rajah, 
who although of the same lineage, was his mortal enemy, apprized of the 
departure of his benefactor, should direct the whole of his force to the 
destruction of his relative. Under this persuasion, and with the know¬ 
ledge that he must be left entirely unprepared for resistance, he found 
it expedient to disclose to theSiiltan the nature of his apprehensions ; 
in the hope that, in addition to the favors with which he had been al¬ 
ready loaded, the troops of his victorious ally wouldbe furthereroployed 
to secure Him against the hostile designs of the dreaded rival. Mah¬ 
mud informed him in reply, that in his expedition to so remote a region. 

He had been originally actuated by no other motive than the glory and 
advancement of his faith; and that, as three years had already elapsed 
sfineebis departure from Gheznin, it would make no material difference 
to him, if six months were added to the period of hrs absence. He 
proceeded accordingly to invade the territory of the obnoxious Dab- 
sheleimian ; whom he in a very short time subdued, and delivered a 
prisoner into the hands of the new-made sovereign. The latter now 
$tated to Mahmud that, by the: religion which he professed, it was not 
permitted to put a sovereign prince to death ; but that when a rival 
monarch fcllintothe power of his adversary, it was the practice to lodge 
him in a dark chamber, excavated under the throne ©f his conqueror, 
with no other opening to it, than was sufficient for the introduction of 
what was necessary for the support of existence : and in this state he 
w as condemned to remain, until the hand qf death should determine 
the survivor. His power being however as yet but too imperfectly es¬ 
tablished to admit of his pursqing the ordinary course, lie proceeded 
further to request that Shltan Mahmud would take the captive prince 
w ith him to Gheznin ; adding, that he relied upon tire generosity of 
His benefactor to send him back to Gujer&t when hisauthority should 
be sufficiently confirmed, and when it would be prudent on his part 
tb require it. 
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Having complied with the solicitation of his tributary in every in¬ 
stance, S&ltan'MahmAd, after enduring unparalleled hardships in his 
progress through the deserts leading to Sind, which it would be unne¬ 
cessary to detail, at last succeeded in regaining his capital, in the first, 
or second Rebheia, of the four hundred and eighteenth of the Hidjerah:* 
after an absence, according to this statement, of two years and six 
months. 

• Some years subsequent to this period, when he considered himself 
securely established in his power, the anchorite king of Gfijerat dis¬ 
patched his agents, with magnificent presents to Sftltan Mahmtid and 
the members of his court, and a request that his captive rival might 
be now delivered up to his disposal. Mahmfid at first exhibited some 
repugnance to comply with the request; but yielding to the sugges¬ 
tions ofhis ministers, he ultimately determined to send away the captive, 
who was accordingly delivered to the agents employed to take charge 
of him. When the escort which conveyed the prisoner, was known 
to have reached the confines ofhis country, theDabsheleimaon the 
throne, having given directions to compleat the vault of wretchedness, 
intended for the reception ofhis rival, hastened in conformity to the 
further usage of the country to meet him ; in order that the unfortu¬ 
nate captive might be subjected to the customary degrading ceremony, 
of running on foot at the stirrup of his more fortunate rival, and with 
the royal bason and ewer on his head, all the way to the palace gate 
of the capital. Having proceeded with these views to some distance 
on his excursion, accompanied by a numerous retinue, the royal 
Dabsheleima engaged in the diversion of the chace; and having con¬ 
tinued it with great eagerness and activity until late at noon, the 
monarch and his retinue were dispersed in different directions, to 
screen themselves from the rays of a meridian sun. Dabsheleima 
laid himself at the foot of a tree, and covering his face with a 
handkerchief, resigned himself to rest. The handkerchief which 
he had thrown over his face, happened unfortunately to be of a scar¬ 
let colour ; and attracting the attention of a vulture, which was hover¬ 
ing round, the ravenous bird took it for the flesh of some slaugh¬ 
tered animal, and immediately pouncing, struck its talons through 

* April or May, A. D. 1027. 



the covering into the unwary prince’s >eye; the loss of which was 
the inevitable consequence. Among the genuine Hindus it was, it 
seems, another maxim at this period, that any species of personal ble¬ 
mish was sufficient to disqualify a prince from holding his authority; 
and the misfortune which had happened to the sovereign, being soon 
circulated through the camp, produced a sudden and violent uproar 
among the chiefs. At such a crisis, the arrival of the captive Dab- 
sheleimian was announced, and by a strange and unlooked for vicis¬ 
situde, the destinies of the two princes underwent an immediate and 
total reverse. The newly arrived Dabsheleimian was saluted king by 
the unanimous voice of the people; and the anchorite was condemned 
in his stead, to bear the bason and ewer by the side of his horse, to 
the darksome and wretched abode prepared for his adversary. Thus, 
•says Ferishtah, unfolding another example of the decrees of an inscru¬ 
table providence, which, while it precipitates one individual from the 
splendor of a throne, rescues another from the belly of the whale. 

While Mahmud was at Bhlkh, some time after his return from hk 
zealous expedition to Sumnaut, he received from the Khaleifah Ul 
K&der, together with four standards, denoting his supremacy over the 
four great countries of Hindfistaun,Khorassaun,Khaurezm,and Neim- 
rouz, a flattering letter, bestowing upon him the additional title of 
JCehjf-ud-doulah & Issl&m—asylum of the state and of the true faith. 
These were accompanied by similar distinctions for his three sons; 
Mussaoud being dignified with the title of Shahaub-ud-doulah and 
Jummaul'iil-millut—bright star of the state, and beauty of the faith; 
Yussuf, with that ofEzzed-ud-doulah and Mfieyed-ul-millut—arm,or 
support of the state and establisher of the faith ; and Ameir Mahom- 
med, with that of Jullaul-ud-doulah and Jummaul-ul-millut—glory 
of the state, and embellishment of the faith; at the same time, pledg¬ 
ing his approbation of either of the three princes, on whom the father 
might think fit to devolve the succession to his throne. 

The troops of Mahmud on their return from Gujeraut had suffered 
considerable annoyance from the natives of Mount Jehud ; he deter¬ 
mined therefore, some time in the year four hundred and eighteen, to 
• chastize the insolence of these unsubjdgated barbarians. Once more, 
and for the last time, he accordingly led his .army towards MMtaun. 


A* II. 418-20. 
A. D. 1027-22. 

Kholaussut- 

ul-akhbaur. 


Ferishtah* 



A. H. 416-21. tTIien lie readied that city, he gave instructions fbt the immediate! 

A. D. 1027-30. equipftaeht on the river* of an armament of fourteen hundred war boats, 
Ferishtah, eac h furnished with three rostra, or beaks of iron ; one on the prow f 
and orieon each beam, so constructed as to pierce or demolish any adverse 
vessel that might come in contact. The boats were further armed with 
twenty soldiers each, with bows and arrows, and fireworks of naphtha t 
and thus equipped, the armament was dispatched along the rivet 
jfor the extermination of the Jautts, which is the appellation here bes¬ 
towed upon the mountain tribes above alluded to. The latter, aware 
of the armament preparing against them, and having conveyed tkeir 
wives and children to a place of security, among the islands in the Indus, 
thus disincumbered, lay ready with four thousand, some say eight 
thousand boats, strongly armed, to receive the attack. In the action 
which however took place, the boats of the Jautts coming in contact with 
the iron beaks of those of Mahmfid, the shock of which they were 
unprepared to’ resist, were immediately pierced, and sunk to the 
bottom with all on board ; such as escaped by swimming, being put to 
the sword by the conquerors, and the whole of theirfamilies ultimately 
falling into the hands of their ruthless exterminators. 

In the course of the year four hundred and twenty, Sftltan Mahmfid, 
as we have already seen, took possession of the teritory of Rey, and that 
part of the province of Ir&k Ajem, from the imbecile and effeminate 
Majid-ud-doulah the Deylemite; and bestowing the government upon 
his son Mfissaoud, returned soon afterwards toGheznln ; where, hav¬ 
ing laboured forsoraetime under a consumptive complaint, accompanied 
by a disorder in the loins, ( merz-e-sill ba su-ul-keina) he ultimatel y ex¬ 
pired, on Thursday the twenty-third of the latter Rebbeia of the four 
hundred and twenty first of the Hidjerah ;f the sixty-third year of his. 
age, and, calculating from the surrender of Gheznin and; the captivity 
of his brother, the thirty-fourth of his reign. 

Mahmud is represented to have been possessed of some of the most 
exalted and splendid qualities that could dignify and adorn the human 
character ; and yet his merits appear to be resolvable, for the most part. 


* Perhaps the stream funned near that place by the junction of the Bthat, Tchiinaui , 


and Hanoi. 


I The 29th of April, A- D. 1030. 
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fata a bigoted and sanguinary zealfor the advancement <jf fgsUmiW, A. H. 48V 
and for tlpe subversion of idolatry and infidelity*. His splendid quali- A * p - 103c ; 
ties were* moreover, deplorably tarnished by an insatiable spirit of ^ l ^“ ssuU 
avarice, to which, in its most degrading complexion, he has been stig.” an j 

matized a# a devoted and abject slave. From this odioug stigma, Fer- Feirshtah, 
jshtah has however sought to vindicate his favorite hero, ascribing it 
in a great measure, to the prevalence of an unjust prejudice, .which 
derived its origin from the well known story of Ferdussy ; to whom, 
for his celebrated poem of the Shahnamali, the labour of thirty years* 
he assigned the comparatively paltry sum of sixty thousand dirhems 
only,* amounting to about five-pence half-penny thecouplet; the poet 
having entertained the unreasonable expectation ofsixty thousand dmi 
aursorpieces of gold. Another cause towhich he ascribes the prevailing 
prejudice, was an arrangement, by which, towards the closeof his reign, 
hecontrivedto disencumber his wealthier subjects of their superfluous 
property. That he loved gold, the author nevertheless admits, and that 
lie accordingly disdained no method by which it could be accumulated: 
but it was for the purpose of enabling him to prosecute his magnificent 
•plans of conquest and aggrandizement; and that there exists ample 
proof that the number of wits, men of genius and learning, poets, and 
warriors, who subsisted on his bounty, has seldom fallen to the lot of 
any monarch of former ages, and is as seldom likely to happen in any 
■»ge to come. All this it is to be acknowledged, could not be provided 
for, without a liberal disbursement of treasure ; neither is it to be for¬ 
gotten that his admiration ofmen of science has neverbeen questioned; 
that their merits never failed to be rewarded by his bounty ; and that 
exclusive pf occasional proofs of liberality, a fixed sum of four hundred 
thousand dirhemsf was annually applied to the patronage aqd encour¬ 
agement of learning, and.learned men.. 

Longprevious to his death, Mahmud had declared his son Mahotn- 
,med, successor to the major part of his dominions, immediately to the 
prejudice of his elder brother Mfissaoud; discarding from his recollec¬ 
tion, how little disposed he found himself to submit tot asiftrilar arrange¬ 
ment b.y his father. Fie took, however, an opportunity ofdemanding of 

* About f About 01^61. 13s. 4d, 



296 

A. H. 42 f. Mftss&oucf, forwhom he probably conceived thftt he h'ad adequately pro- 
A. D. 1030. vided in the province oflrak Ajem, in what manner beproposed tocon- 
Kholaussut- duct himsejf, with respectto his brother ? Muss&oud replied without 
either reserveor hesitation, to the no small confusion and equal indig¬ 
nation of Mahmfid, that in this he should be exactly governed by the 
example ofhis father. To explain this, it may be necessary to remark that, 
at the commencement ofhis reign, on surrendering his power with the 
castle of Gheznin into the hands of Mahmftd, his brother Issmauil had 
been compelled to attend him into Khorassailn ; and the Sultan had 
the curiosity to ask the captive prince one day, what sort of treatment 
he might have calculated to experience, had the issue of their contest 
been the reverse of what had happened ? with equal candour and sim¬ 
plicity of heart, Issmauil replied, that had fortune decided in his favor, 
itwas in his contemplation to confine hisbrotherwithinthe wallsofsome 
castle, where he should be provided with all he might require, either 
for the comfort or enjoyment of life, short of his personal liberty. A 
short time afterwards, availing himself of some pretence or other to 
seize the person of Issmauil, Mahmfid caused him to be delivered to 
the governor of Juijaun; with instructions to lodge him in one of the 
castles of his province, and to supply him, at the same time, with every 
thing that could contribute either to his pleasure or repose. 

It is further stated, that while he continued in Ir&k Ajem, Mahmtid 
endeavored, by repeated importunity, to prevail upon M&ss&oud to 
swear that he would not engage in hostilities against his brother, with¬ 
out producing the slightest impression; Mussaoud as constantly evad¬ 
ing his importunities by the declaration, that if Mahommed would 
personally repair to the spot, and first swear to make with him, at the 
properperiod,ajust and impartial distribution of their father’s treasures, 
he should have no difficulty in taking the oath required of him ; but 
situated as at present, the one at Rey, and the other at the distance of 
Gheznin, he could not perceive how such a partial arrangement could 
be productive of any advantage or permanent result. 

We shall finally remark, that Mahmud is described to have been iri 
person of the middle stature, ofelegant proportions, and a freckled com¬ 
plexion, and the first of his race that assumed the title of Sftltao, 
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MAriOMMEO the son of Mahmfidvfcird df the race of SebektggeSd, A. H. 4 $i. 
succeeded to the throne of Gheznin immediately on the death of his A ‘ p - 10ai0 ‘ 
father ; but his brother Mftsshoud receiving at Hamadaun, in the re- Kholaussut- 
cently acquired territory of Irik A jem, intelligence of the event, march- ulatllbaur ‘ 
ed without delay'towardsKhorassaun ; dispatching at the same time 
to inform Mahommed that he harboured no design upon the countries 
to which he had been nominated by a father’s partial selection; that the 
territory ofJeypal,ofTebristaun, and oflr&k Ajem, the honorable acqui¬ 
sitions of his own sword were amply sufficient for his moderate ambition; 
and all he requested was that, as the elder brother, his name should be yth^f tli^mou 
first pronounced in the Khotbah. To this Mahommed returned an archs of Ghez- 
acrimonious reply; and as soon as he had conipleted his warlike equip- nin. 
ments, proceeded from Gheznin, to Bikkenabad, some distance north 
of the metropolis; where he encamped on the first of Ramzaun* of the 
four hundred and twenty first of the Hidjerah. 

Having continued stationary during the whole of Ramzaun, it un¬ 
fortunately happened that on the festival of the new moon ofShavaul, 
the tiara of the ill-fated Mahommed should drop fromhishead inaman- 
ner that Could not be easily accounted for ; which being considered by 
the superstitious multitude as an omen inauspicious to the stability of 
his power, Ameir Ally Khaishawund, and Yussuf Sebekteggin, with a 
numberof the principal courtiers openly revolted in favOrof Mussaoud; 
and on the night of the third of Shavaul,f surrounding the pavilion pf 
Mahommed they immediately seized his person, and proceeded to con¬ 
fine him in the castle of Bikkenabad. The ministers and principal 
nobility of the late monarch then hastened to join Mnsskoud, who had 
as it would appear by this time advanced to Balkh. The conspirators, 
however, experienced from him a reception on which they had little 
calculated. HhssungMeykaul, the prime minister ofthedeparted Mah¬ 
mud, against whom Mussaoud had long cherished an irreconcilable 
animosity, was put to death. Aliy Khaishawund shared the same fate ; 
and Y ussuf Sebekteggin was immured for life in a prison. Muss¬ 
aoud shortly afterwards repaired to Gheznin, where he took care to 
secure himself against all further attempts on the part of his brother 

* August 31st, A. D. 1030, 
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A. H. 4*1-24. Mahomnied, by 4)he usual application of the instalment of cautevy, to 
A. P-1080-38. detftroy the oogans* ofvision. 

- Ktoiaussut- SAltan Nasser-ud-dein MnssaotjD, son of MahmAd, fourth of the 

race of Sebekteggin, and sixth of the monarch® of Gheznin. 

Having sucoesfully vindicated the claims of an* eider brdther to the 
throne of his father, Mussaoud consigned the office ofVeezeir to Ahmad 
the son of HussunMeymandfi. In thefour hundred and twenty second 
of the Hidjerah, he devolved the government of Irak Ajem upon AbA 
Sofael HamdAni, delegating that of Isfahaun, however, by a particular 
Mussaovd patent, to the separate superintendance of AUa-yd-doulah Jauffer the 
vith «tf the son of K&kuiah,* thematernalcouzin german, of the weak and imbecile 
nionarchs.of Majid-ud-doulah the Deyiemite. Alla-ud-doulah accordingly pro* 
ceeded for some time to conduct the government of that part of Irak 
Ajem, as the lieutenant of MAssaoud; but ultimately aspiring at inde¬ 
pendence, he openly abjured the supremacy of that prince: and it was 
under these circumstances that the celebrated Abu Ally ben Seina 
(Avicenna) became the prime minister of Alla-ud-doulah. 

In the course of four hundred and twenty three an expedition was 
undertaken from Khaurezm, by AltAnTaush Hanjeb, under the instruc¬ 
tions of MAssaoud, to avenge the injuries which he had sustained from 
Ally Tekein thegovernor of Samarkand, The Khaurezmian being how¬ 
ever desperately wounded, in the territory beyond the Oxus, iii an action 
which took place with the troopsof Ally Tekein, thecpmbatants appear 
to have separated by mutual consent, which was followed by an ac¬ 
commodation; and Ahun Taush shortly afterwards dyingof his wounds 
was succeeded in the governnientof Khaurezm by a son of the name, of 
PerAn—or Harun, according to Ferishtah. That admired and estima¬ 
ble minister Ahmed the son of Hussun Meymundi also dying in the 
four hundred and twenty fourth of the ili ijerah, Ahmed the son of 
Mahommed, the son of Abdussummud, became vezzeir to Sultan MAss- 
&oud. In the mean time, as will be particularly described in its 
proper place, the race of Seljuk having passed the rive? JeyhAn to 
the westward,selected for their abode the territory dependent upon the 
cities'of Nissa and Abiwerd ; and in a few years succeeded in extend¬ 
ing their encroachments through a considerable part of Khorassaun. 

* Uncle, so called in the language of the Deylemites. 



Contrary* to tfie representations of his ministers, who urged the ser- A. If. 42« 2». 
ious expediency of checking at the outset, the usurpations of these A. D. loai af- 
formidable adventurers, Sfiltan M’6ss4ottd determined in the four hum- Khohussut- 
dred and twenty sixth of the Hidjerab, on an expedition into Indhu u 
Finding however on his return from this expedition in< four hundred 
and twenty eight, that they had obtained a mostdangerous ascendancy, 
he perceived ample reason to regret, that he had for a moment delayed 
to oppose them. It now therefore^ became the object of his most 
serious attention to retrieve the fatal oversight; and he employed 
his utmost exertions and activity to prepare for hostilities against 
them. But in the warwhich ensued, aftera series of conflicts, in which 
his personal valour was conspicuously signalized, being ultimately 
defeated by those enterprizing and warlike Tartars, Sdltan Mussaoud 
was compelled to return with disgrace to his capital; whereon the pre¬ 
tence of misconduct, or failure of duty in this unfortunate war, he 
discharged his vengeance on some of his most distinguished generals 
and ministers, whom he condemned to suffer by the sword of the exe¬ 
cutioner. After this he dispatched his son Modud with afresh arma- 
ment towards Balkh; while he hastened, in his own person, towards 
Hinriustaun, accompanied by his brother the blind Mahommed, and 
the three sons of that prince, Ahmed, Abdurraihman, and Abdurrai- 
heim; proposingtopassthecoldseasoninthatcountry,andonthe return 
of spring to resume hisoperations against thesonsofSeljuk. In crossing 
the Indus, however, leaving his baggage and equipage on the western 
side of the river, in order to follow him at convenience, Noushtekein 
with a body of the imperial slaves, seized the Opportunity to plunder 
the treasure, and to raise the blind Mahommed once more, to the dan¬ 
gerous and precarious possession of a disputed throne. Sultan MOiss- 
houd fled for safety to arebbaut, or walled enclosure, in the neighbor¬ 
hood ; but, being immediately pursued and discovered in his retreat!, the 
unfortunate monarch was conducted by his epemies to the presence 
of his brother, by whom, with all attached tohis person, he was confined 
to the fortress -of Khrri. The blind Mahommed, in the mean time, 
devolving the royal authority to his son Ahmed, the latter repaired 
Shortly afterwards to the place of the deposed Mhssaoud J s confinement, 
accompanied by the sons of Yfissuf Sebekteggin, and Ally Khaishaw- 

2 Q 2 



of Gheznin. 


A. H. 433-41. und,'a T nd there put a period to his existence, in the four hundred"and 
P' i04 *- 4t> . thirty third of the Hidjeralr; the twelfth of his turbulent and unpropi- 
nJ akhbaur* t * ous re ‘S n - From the ingratitude evinced in the perfidious conduct 
of his subjects,;however frequently exemplified in the annals of hu¬ 
man (depravity, it would scarcely be conceived that the unfortunate 
Mussaoud greatly surpassed ill affibility of manners, and liberality of 
thsposition ; and that he uniformly studied to secure the attachment of 
all, and of men of letters in particular, by the most conspicuous proofs 
lofhis bounty and beneficence. 

Sultan Abul Futtah Mouddd the son of Mfisskoud, fifth of the race 
of Sebekteggin, and seventh of the monarch^ of Gheznin. 

As soon as intelligence was conveyed to him of the disastrous ter¬ 
mination’of his father’s life, Sultan Moudud broke up his camp from 
before Ealkh, and directed his march for Gheznin ; Mahommed on his 
part hastening with his three sons from the vicinity of the Indus towards 
Moudud, VILth **^ 6 same object. In a battle which took place, shortly afterwards, in 
of the monarchs the desert of Deyn&r, victory declared however for Moudud ; the blind 
king with his sons, and those of Noushtekein, and Ally Khaishawund, 
and Suliman the son ofYfissof Sebekteggin, falling into the hands of the 
conqueror, and being the source of all these convulsions, were the whole 
of them immediately put to death; with theexceptionofAbdurraiheim 
the son of Mahommed, who was exempted from the fate of his fellow 
captives, in consideration of his humanity, in protecting the late Sultan 
Milssaoud from the violence of his- brother Abdurraihman, when this 
latter had presumed with unmanly insult to tear the diadem, or royal 
cincture, from the head of that unfortunate monarch, after he had been 
-betrayed into the hands of his enemies. 

Sultan Moudud now entered Gheznin in triumph; and having se¬ 
curely seated himself on the throne of his frmily, bestowed the office 
of prime minister on Abfi Nasser Ahmed the son of Mahommed, son 
of Abdussummud.n In the four hundred and thirty-fifth.pf the Hid.- 
f jerah, he made an. attempt to check the progressive aggrandizement 
in Khorassaun, of the Seljycides ; but the army which he employed 
■ for that purpose was driven back with disgrace andjoss, by the super¬ 
ior, valour and good fortuue of Alep Arslan. Six years afterwards, 
nam^lyaAn the four hundred and fqrty-first of the Hidjerah, having left 
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Ghezni*, at the head of an immense force, in order to vindi cate his A. H. 44i-4t, 
rights against the raceof Seljuk, Moudud was, however, on his first A. D. 1049- 52. 
stage, in the eastle of Saunkfite on.tbe way towards Kabul, according Kholaussut- 
to Ferishtah, attacked by a fit of the choiie*-by which he was compelled ul ' s Alibaur. 
to, relinquish his scheme of revenge, and to return to his, capital; where, 
on the twenty-fourth of the month of Rudjujb* of the same year, he 
was finally removed from this scene of pride and absurdity, to a state 
of permanent repose and bliss, after a reign of seven years. 

Abu Jauffer Mussaouo the second, the sonofMoudqd, sixth of 
the race of Sebekteggin, and eighth of the monarchs of Gheznin. 

This prince being yet an infant ojf four years of age, was deposed in 
a very few days after his nominal accession, by the members of hi$ MussaoudIM 
father’s court, who conspired to promote the advancement of his uncle. a “‘ i VIntl ! 

rr , themonarchsof 

Abui Jtiussun Ally, the son of Mussaoud I. seventh of the race of Ghezoin- 

Sebekteggin, and ninth of the monarchs of Gheznin. 

Seated on the throne of Gheznin, with the concurrence of the leading 

nobility and Ameirs, on the first day of Shabaunf of the four hundred 

and .forty first of the ITidjerah, this prince immediately espoused the 

widow of Sultan Moudud, who appears to have been the daughter of 

Tchegher Beg the brother of the celebrated ToghrelBeg. But Abdur- 

rashid the sonof.MahmudGhauzzy, who, after being confined by Sul- 

.tan Moudud to one of the fortresses between Bost and Aushferra, had Ally JXtl f 

been nominated by that.,monarch on his death bed, to succeed him, themonarchsof 

obtaininghisreleasefrom imprisonment, through theexertionsofAbdurr Ghemin. 

rezauk the son of Ahmed Meymundi, and advancing in the latter part 

of the four hunched and forty third of the Hidjerah,J towards Gheznin; 

Sultan Ally, on intelligence of his approach, abandoned his power 

without an effort, after having enjoyed itfor a period ofjabout two years. 

A.udurr ashid the son of Mahmud Ghauzzv, eighty of the race 

of Sebekteggin, and t^ntb of; the monarchs of Gheznin.. 

On the premature flight of Sultan Ally, the throne af Gheznin, was 

quietly teken possession of by Abdurrashid; and the abdicated monarch 

being soon overtaken by hjs adversaries, was immured from tfye eye$ 

* December 21*t, A. D. 1949. j , December 28th, 1049. 

| March or April, lo52. 
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A. H. 443. of the public in the fortress ofD'eidy. The power of his successor, was 
A.D. 1052. not however destined to experience any considerable duration. To- 
KWaussut- ghrel Haujeb, a Turkish chief, educated under the protection of Shltan 

ui-aklibaDr. v 1 

Moudud the son of Mussaoud, had been entrusted by that- monarch 
with the government of Seiestaun ; and about this period declaring his 
independence,proceeded towards Ghezrrin. Abdurrashid retired into 
the citadel as soon as the insurgent was known to have approached 
within five farsangs* of the metropolis ; of which, the ursurper soon 
id Xth of the ^ ecom > n g' 1 master, the castle made no extraordinary resistance* Ab- 
monarchs of durrashid with all the surviving sons of Sftltan Mahmfid, nine »n num- 
Gheznin. her, now fell into the hands of Toghrel, by whom they were every one 
ofthem immediately put to death. The usurper then forcibly espoused 
the daughter of Mussfioud, and thesister of his benefactor; and assum- 
ing the royal authority, together with the eternal execration of man¬ 
kind has been branded to posterity by the title ofToghrel the traitor— 
Toghrel-Kauffer-Niaummet. 

Noushtekein Haujeb Kherkheiz, one of the principal Ameirs of 
Gheznin, who held at this period the government of that part of Hin- 
dCstaun extending to the frontiers of Dehly, which had reluctantly 
submitted to the yoke of the Mahommedans, received intelligence of 
the usurpation with equal horror, and displeasure; and he determined 
without delay to subdue and chastize the author of it. He wrote, how« 
ever, in the first instance to upbraid the daughter of Mfiss&dud, and 
thenobles of Gheznin, with their ignominious acquiescence in the pro¬ 
ceedings of the traitor. Several of the chiefs, who still privately cher¬ 
ished the design of vengeance against the usurper, spurred on by the 
just reproaches conveyed in the letters from Noushtekein, immediately 
formed a conspiracy to destroy the ungrateful rebel: and accordingly, 
when he had been suffered to indulge himself in his dream of sovereign 
power for a period of forty days, and while he was giving audience to 
his court, seated on the throne of the Warlike and victorious Mahmfid, 
that public opportunity was selected by the conspirators for the ex¬ 
ecution 1 of theirvengeahce; theodious usurper being suddenly attacked-, 

* Seventeen English miles, and 12# yards, at 6000 yards to the farsang, or three miles, a 
quarter, and 280 yards. 
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0pifi Viewed to pieces on the spot. . The reign ,of Abdurrashid appears A. H. 444 5S, 
to feave terminated in less than a twelve month. ., H , A.D. 1053 58. 

Fdr«u«hzau» the son of Mftss&oud, ninth of the race of Sebek- 
teggin, and eleventh of the monarch* of Gheznin. 

Spon afiter the accomplishment of this deserved and signal act of 
vengeance, Noushtekein Kherkheiz arrived at Gheznin; and discover¬ 


ing on inquiry that there still survived’ in the castle, three of the race 
of Sebek teggin,F urrukhzaud, Ibrauhim, and Shuja, the nobles concur¬ 
red with him in allotting thethrpne to the former; who was accordingly 


Furrukhzapd, 
Xlth of the mon¬ 
archs ofGlieziiin. 


brought -from his prison, and invested with the authority of his an¬ 


cestors. 


Early in the reign of this prince, encouraged by the revolutions Ferishtah. 
which appeared to convulse the monarchy of Gheznin, Ameir D&oud, 
or David, of the race of Seljuk,.hastened towards that capital, to take 
advantage of the supposed prevailing troubles. He was, however, gal¬ 
lantly opposed in the field by Noushtekein with, the troops of Fur- 
rukhzaud; and totally defeated with infinite loss of baggage and equip¬ 
ment, in a conflict which endured from sun rise to the close ofday, and 
in which the adverse squadrons appeared to aim at nothing less than 
mutual extermination. The troops of Furrukhzaud, with their tri¬ 
umphant general, returned with glory to the metropolis. 

This victory having produced sufficient stability to the power of 
Furrfikhzaud, that princewith a victorious army and formidable equip¬ 
ments, now proceeded towards the province ofKhorassaun ; while on 
the part of the house of Seljuk, Kellisaurek, one of their most distin¬ 
guished generals, with a numerous force, hastened to oppose his march. 

Another dreadful conflict ensued, which like many that preceded-it, 
might easily have surpassed the eloquence of the historian todescribe ; 
but which, however, again terminated in favor of the arms of Furrukh¬ 
zaud; Kellisaurek, or Kallisaurek, and several others of the Seljukian 
commanders becoming his prisoners. Intelligence of this last defeat 
ot his troops being conveyed to Tchegher, sometimes called Jauffer 
Beg, a third army was immediately dispatched by that prince, to re¬ 
trieve these accumulated misfortunes, under the orders of his own son, 
the renowned and warlike Alep Arslan. Victory now-changed sides; 
the brave and able Noushtekein Kherkheiz was defeated by that illus- 



A. H. 450. 
A. D. 1058. 

Ferishtah. 


Ibkachim, 
XIIlli of the 
Gheznuvi- 
des. 
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trious pfince, And tnany of the Gheznian Ameirs were destined iii 
their turn to experience the evils ofcaptivity! Having thus reestab¬ 
lished the superiority of his arms, Alep Arslan appears to have for¬ 
borne the prosecution of his victorious career, and to have returned 
in all the pomp of triumph to the presence of his'father. In the mean ■ 
time, to evince his respect for the character of his illustrious adversary, 
Furrokhzauddetermi'ned on the immediate and gratuitous enlargement 
of Kellisaurek, and his associates in captivity, whom he accordingly 
diSrhissed with splendid Khelauts. This act of liberality produced a 
corresponding sentiment on the part of theSelj&kians, by whom the 
whole of the Gheznian prisoners were, in a similar manner, immedi¬ 
ately restored to liberty and their friends; * 

About a twelve-month previous to his death, Furrfikhzaud, who is 
differently represented inthe Rouzut-ussuffa,and the Tarikhguzeidah, 
by the former as the son of MAssloud, and by the latter as that of Ab- 
durrashid, was exposed to considerable danger from the treachery of 
his slaves; who formed a conspiracy to destroy him while in his bath. 
The assassins had succeeded in forcing their way to his person, 1 and 
were hastening to the execution of their nefarious design, when the de¬ 
fenceless monarch, by a fortunate exertion, possessed himself of one 
of their scimitars ; with which he contrived to protect himself until his 
attendants, becoming apprized ofthe danger,rushed into the apartment, 
and put the conspirators to the sword. This attempt produced such 
an effect upon the mind of the prince, that he ever afterwards evinced 
a contemptuous indifference for the things of this world, as in con- 
stantexpeCtation ofthe period at which he was to leave it. After a reign 
ofsixyears, he died of a cholic, or complaint in the bowels, in the very 
flower of life, and in the four hundred and fiftieth year of the Hidjerah. 

Abul Muzuffer Ibrauhim the son ofMussaoud, tenth of the race 
of Sebekteggin, and twelfth of the monarchs ofGheznin. 

Succeeding to the diadem of his ancestors on the demise of his bro¬ 
ther, this prince, in the early part of his reign, entered into a treaty of 
peace with the house of Seljuk ; which must at this period have been 
represented by the able and warlike Alep Arslan, and not by his son 
Melek Shah, as described by Ferishtah, who did not succeed to the 
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dominions of his father, as will be seen hereafter, until the four hun- a. H. 460-608. 
dred and sixty-fifth of the Hidjerah. A. D. 1058-1 H4. 

Of $he two expeditions successfully conducted into Hindustaun by Kholaussut- 
Sfiltan Ibrauhim, it would be here unnecessary to enter into the narra- u, ' a ^ lbaur * 
tive. The curious reader will doubtless find them sufficiently detailed 
in.the translation of Ferishtah by colonel Scott; at allevents, all thatean 
be requisite to be apprized of on the subject, may be seen with advan¬ 
tage from the elaborate pen of Mr. Maurice, in his more recent history 
of that harrassed,and most interesting country. We shall be contented 
with stating, that he bears with historians in general, the character of 
a just and pious prince, .uniformly distinguished for the most liberal 
and diffusive charity ; and that he died in the four hundred and ninety 
second of the Hidjerah,* after a protracted reign,,of two andforty lunar 


Mussaoud the third, the son of Ibrauhim, eleventh of the race of 
Sebekteggin, and thirteenth of themonarchs ofGheznin. 

Surpassing In the benevolence of his manners and in the liberality of Ferishtah. 
his disposition, this prince early signalized his love of justice by abo¬ 
lishing the arbitrary contributions levied upon the people by his prede¬ 
cessors, and by confirming to the relatives of his blood, and to the 
Ameirs of his court, thepossessions allotted to them by Sultan Ibrauhim: 
and he contrived to secure himself against the hostile enterprizes of Mussaoud, Hid 
the house of Seljuk, by marrying the princess Mehed-e-Ir&k, (the era- anilXIIIth of. the 
die of Irak) the daughter of Melek Shah, and sister of Siiltan Sunjur. “° narcbst>fGi,iez * 
In the reign of Mussaoud the third, being advanced to the dignity 
of lieutenant general of llindustaun, (to be understood in this place, 
however, and indeed for the most part where it occurs in the history 
of the Gheznuvides, as comprehending little more than the countries of 
the Punjaub) Ilaujeb Toghatekein, led a body of troops from L&hour 
across the Ganges; and pushing his conquests beyond those of any 
former general of Isslam, the victorious Mahmud alone excepted, and 
renewing the cruel scenes of pillage and desolation, extended through 
the country by that remorseless conqueror, he was sutfered to return 
in triumph to the capital of his government. 

After a reign of sixteen years unmolested by untoward events, or 
by turbulence in an) shape, Siiltan Mftss&oud became, in the fiye hun- 

* A. D. 1098. 
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A. H. 508-12. dred and eighth of the Hidjerab, an inmate of the abodes of edema) 
A._arn«8; rest< 

Ferishtab. j t j g a ffj rme( 3 on the authority of the Tarrkh gAzejdah, that on the 
death of Mhssaoud, his son Kummaul-ud-douiah Sheirzaud ascended 
the throne of Gheznin ; but that he was cut off, at the expiration of a 
twelvemonth, that is to say, some time in the five hundred and ninth of 
the Hidjerah, by his brother Arslan Shah ; although the narrative of 
Other historians has introduced the reign of the latter, without interme- 
••di&tion, next after that of M&ss&oud. 

Arslan Shah son of Mtiss&oud, twelfth of the race of Sebekteggin, 
and fourteenth of the monarchs of Gheznin. 

It appears, at all events, that having, hy some measure of violence, 
Usurped the diadem of Gheznin, Arslan Shah proceeded to seize, and 
imprison, all of his surviving brothers that he could lay hands on ; but 
one of these, Bebram Shah, escaping for protection to the court of his 
uncle, Sultan Sunjurtheson of Melek Shah, who at this period presided 
•over Khorassaun, as the lieutenant of his brother Mahommed, that 
■prince accompanied the illustrious exile, at the head of a powerful 
army, towards Gheznin ; defeated and expelled the usurper, and suc¬ 
ceeded in seating Behram Shah on the throne of Mahmud. Arslan 
X*vth of”the availing himself however of the return of Sfiltan Sunjur into 
''monarchs of Khorassaun, immediately recoiled upon his brother; whom he compel- 
Ohtenia. ded a second time to throw himself upon the protection of his uncle. 

Every expedient was now resorted-to, on the part of Arslan Shah, to 
divert that prince from espousing the cause of his brother; and among 
others; his mother, the Mehed-e-Ir&k, formerly adverted to, was en¬ 
trusted with the sum of two hundred thousand dinaurs* in order to 
-purchase the forbearance of .Sultan Sunjur. The latter disdained how¬ 
ever all proposals to abandon the support of his nephew ; and again 
advancing towards Gheznin, within a league of that metropolis gave 
foattle to Arslan Shab with his usual good fortune; the latter being again 
•totally defeated, inagreat measure, through the distinguished gallantry 
-Of Abfil Fazzel prince of Seiestaun, who had accompanied Sultan 
Sunjur on this last expedition. Arslan Shah made the best of his way 
into live territory beyond the .Indus, while his victorious antagonist 
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preceded totafce^dsftfeatfflon of nGhezcrin ; tmcl haring remained at that 
place tar a period 6f forty'days, die onoe more committed tbe govern¬ 
ment to Behram Sbali, fend returned into Kdiocassaun. 

On information that the Seijukian was again withdrawn into his 
own province, Arslan Shah, assembling-® fresh army among the troops 
of the Pwnjaub, and of the other provinces of Hindustaun which .had 
been subjugated to the authority of the race of Sebekteggm, ad¬ 
vanced towards Gheznin, for tire third time, to contend with his bro¬ 
ther, for the throne of Mahmud, Behram "Shah who felt himself still 
unequal to such a contest on the strength of his own resources, found 
it expedient on this occasion to retire to the fortress afB&mian. The 
power ofhis uncle was, however, again successfully exerted in his behalf; 
the usurper Arslan Shah was expelled for the last time from Gheznin, 
and sought an asylum among the Afghan tribes ; but being pursued 
by the troops of Sultan,Sunjur, he was immediately taken and deli¬ 
vered up to his brother, by^wbom the views of an aspiring and turbulent 
ambition were now finally terminated by the all-subduing stroke oy 
dearth. This event is said to have taken place in the five hundred -and 
twelfth of the Hidjerah, when he had, at intervals, possessed the sover¬ 
eign power, for a periodo'f about three years. We find it further stated 
that, during the turbulent and unsettled 'government of Arslan Shah, 
the greater part of the city of Gheznin was consumed, by lightning 
from heaven. 

Sultan Alla-ud-doulah Behram Shah tbeson of Muss&oud, thir¬ 
teenth of the race of Sebekteggin, and fifteenth of the monarchal 
Gheznin. 

Without entering into the details of Ferishtah it will be sufficient 
for our purpose to relate, that on his permanent accession to the throne 
of his ancestors, Behram Shah evinced not less by his love of justice, 
and his attachment to the society of the learned,than by the splendour 
and magnificence of his actions, that he was worthy of his exalted 
destiny. To him was dedicated the first translation, from Arabic into 
Persian, of the Kaleila Dumna, thefables of Beidp&i, an Indian Sage, 
originally so called. A translation from the language-of India, into 
Pehlvy, the ancient idiom of the-Persians* had been of-old, and-with 
Bfiuch'labour and'difliculty, executed by.the nnligi^nefoBuzkrtcber 
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A. H. 512 47. nvfther, the minister of Noushirvaun ; and from Pehlvy into Arabic by 
A. D. 1118 - 52 . Eben-ul-MokjenniainthetimeofHarunrashid. Thislatter was probably 
Ftrishtah. the copy now translated under the patronage of Behram Shah. From 
the more abstruse and obscure stile in which it still stood, it was finally 
rendered into more familiar and intelligible Persian, rejecting the Ara¬ 
bic measures, or verse, altogether, and denominated the Anwar So- 
heyiy —the lightsofthe star Canopus—inthetimeof Shltan Htisseyne 
Mirza of the house of Seffy, by Mulla Husseyne Wauzz the Kaushe- 
fite. The Mekhzin-ul-essraur, or magazine of mysteries, of Nizammy, 
was another work composed under the patronage of Behram Shah. 

Sultan Behram Shah is stated to have been engaged in several expe¬ 
ditions to the territory beyond the Indus, principally directed to chas¬ 
tize the refractory proceedings of Mahommed Bahlim; who had been 
constituted lieutenant general ofL&hour, under the authority of Arslan 
Shah, and who had presumed to display the standard of hostility against 
that of his ultimately triumphant brother. On the twenty seventh of 
llamzaun, of the five hundred and twelfth of the Hidjerah, he fell how¬ 
ever into the hands of the royal armies ; but after a short detention in 
imprisonment, his offence was overlooked, and he was restored to his 
post, of lieutenant general of the Mussulman conquestsin Hindhstaun. 

Availing himself, however, of theSultan’s return toGheznin, Mahom¬ 
med Bahlim proceeded, among the mountains of Sewaulik, to erect the 
fortress of Nag&r; where, as in an impregnable asylum, he secured his 
family and most valuable effects. Then raising a numerous force of 
Arabs, Persians, lyhiljian Turks and Afghans, and with their assistance, 
obtaining repeated advantages over the surrounding infidel states, he 
became by degrees so elated with his goocf fortune, that he raised his 
views at last to the aim of independent conquest, and sovereign power. 
PThis occasioned the second expedition of Behram Shah. In the neigh¬ 
borhood of Multaun, that monarch was again met by the ungrateful 
rebel, accompanied by his ten sons; and was opposed with an obstinacy 
which, in the language of the [Orientals, had been seldom exhibited to 
the vaulted expanse of heaven. The just punishment of ingratitude 
was, however, at last, qnce more signally exemplified in the total defeat 
of,Bahlim.; who, with the whole of his ten sons, plunging in the preci¬ 
pitation of their flight, iutQia marih-pit, or quagmire, they, were, withafl 
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that accompanied them, entirely swallowed up, not a vestige of the horse 
or his rider being ever discovered. Having thus successfully vindi¬ 
cated his authority, Behram Shah, leavingthe territory of the Funjaub 
to the care of Salaur Husseyne, returned to enjoy the fruits of his vic¬ 
tory, in the bosom of his capital. 

Unfortunately conceiving, towards the close of his reign, some cir- 
cumstanceofdispleasureagainstKutbuddeinMahommed Ghoury, who 
appears to have been his son in law, the Sultan caused him to be put 
to death. On which, to avenge the injury, Seyf-ud-dein Stiry the bro¬ 
ther of the deceased, immediately marched an army to the attack of 
Gheznin ; while Behram Shah considering himself, it seems, unequal 
to the defence of his capital, abandoned it to the invader, and withdrew 
to Kermaun ; not the well known province of that name, but a city 
standing mid-way between Gheznin and the Indian territory, in pos¬ 
session of the Afghans; who, from its situation among the hills,and the 
nature of the country unfavorable to the operations of cavalry, had 
piade it their principal abode. Seyf-ud-dein entered Gheznin with¬ 
out resistance, and relying on the tractable temper of the inhabitants, 
ventured to send back his brother AM-ud-dein, with most of his ex¬ 
perienced commanders, and the greater part of his army, to their na¬ 
tive country. But although he continued to conduct himself with 
uniform moderation towards the citizens, and no sort of disposition to 
oppress or ill-treat them, had been in any instance evinced on the part 
of his followers, the people of Gheznin, with every outward demon¬ 
stration of attachment tothegovernmentofSeyf-ud-dein, still cherished 
a desire for the return of their legitimate sovereign; with whom it was 
not difficult, privately, to open a correspondence. 

Accordingly when winter set in, and the drifting snows had com¬ 
pletely intercepted the communication through the mountains of 
Ghour,BehramShah at the head of a considerable body of Afghans, and 
Khiljies, and other uncivilized tribes of the desert, appeared in the 
neighborhood of Gheznin. When there remained, however, a distance 
of not more than two or three farsangs between him' and his capital, 
Seyf-ud-dein received intelligence of his approach ; and, confiding to 
their hollow professions of attachment, entered into consultation with 
the men of Gheznin, whether he should abide the issue of a conflict 
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fl.' MM?. with *h is adversa^j dr fldfhirfra# towards G’ft&ftr'. The pehpl6 OfGfoe^i 
A. P; 1150-52. n }n, sled fast td their hvpderitrcal design, and forgetful of their obli- 
i’erishtah. g a tj on as fiohest counsellors, at the moment they Were deter mi bed tb 
betray him, urged the unwary prince by every consideration to give 
battle to the Shah. Seyf-ud-dein, adds Ferishtah, like Mouttimtneh,* 
betrayed by those whose counsels wore actuated by an attachment 
to the interests of the enemy, quitted Gheznin accordingly; and at the 
head of the inhabitants, accompanied by a slender guard ofGhouri- 
ans, drew out to Oppose the further advance ofSfiltan Befrra-m. But 
before he had been yet permitted to put forth those proofs of military 
ikill and exertion, which might have been apprehended from his for*- 
fner fame, the men of Gheznin seized his person, and perfidiously de¬ 
livered him up to his mortal enemy. 

Thus unexpectedly betrayed, Seyf-ud-dein wasnow mounted,by the 
instructionsof Sfiltan 'Behram, with his face blackened, on a halfstarve'd 
and disabled bullock; and in that state he was paraded through the streets 
of Gheznin, exposed to the mockery and derision of the women and 
children, and of the white-beards of the whole city ; who followed in 
the train, to insult and upbraid him with their abusive and opprobrious 
clamours. He was then put to death with every species of ignominy 
and torture, that the most inveterate cruelty could put in practice, and 
hls'head was ultimately taken off and transmitted toSfiltanSunjur; while 
Seyud Mudjid-ud-dein who had officiated as prime minister, was ei* 
ther impaled, or suspended to a gibbet. 

Burning with indignation, at the horrible intelligence which reached 
him of his brother's fate, All&-ud-dein HfisseyneSfiry determined on 
immediate vengeance; and, for thatpurposemarchedshortlyaftervvards, 
with an army long inured to the conflicts of death, towards Gheznin : 
while Behram Shah, on his part, on information of his approach, as¬ 
sembled his troops, and proceeded from his capital with equal reso¬ 
lution and diligence, to give him battle. He dispatched, however, in 
the first instance, an agent to Alla-ud-dein, to warn him of the fearful 
consequences of his rash, and unprofitable design ; to admonish him, 
before it was yet too late, to recede from his vindictive projects ; for 
* Adverting to the transactions in which that prince was engaged with his brother Amen*, 



^tJheJjsykly warriors* the iroa^flipd elephants, which he had pre- A. H. 64#-47. 
pare,flto crush him, were thousands in numberr-rTo beware therefore, by A. D. 1160 , 5 2 . 
committing his fate ta a conflict so dreadful, of bringing, at one blow t -FensktaK 
inevitable destruction upon his whole race, ^5y iVfla-ud'dein it was 
annpunqed to him, in reply, that the recent act of b^rflarous cruelty of 
Which he was the author, was a manifest presage, on the contrary, of 
thp impending dowpfal of the^hfznflian iponarchy; that wflpu the 
monarch of a civilized nation letjjiis aripies against the terntpry of a 
neighboring state, though the consequences might be often destructive 
to many valuable and innocent individuals, yet, they were never ac¬ 
companied by those circumstances of barbarous cruelty and insult, 
which had disgraced tusconduct towards.the unfortunateSeyf-ud-dein» 

“ Doubt not? concluded theGhourian, “ that providence, in its just 
“ retribution, and as a conspicuous and fearful example to the world, 

“ will crown my hopes of revenge with victory. Let not Behram Shah 
“ repose too securely ou the vaunted strength of his elephants—For 
“ though he haye his elephants, have I not my warlike, and invinci- 
“ ble Khenneils” ? adverting to two brothers of that name, the.elder 
and the younger, distinguished, among, the Ajneirs of Allk-ud-dein*s 
army, for their martial prowess and superior strength. 

The annunciation of this reply is said, at all events, to have commu¬ 
nicated an unfavorable impression to the mind of Behram Shah, al¬ 
though he contrived to conceal his uneasiness from the -observation of 
his followers ; and the armies continuing to approach, a battle became 
at length, no longer avoidable. In, the course of the action, the elder, 

,or greater Khermeil rushed into the conflict, with the impetuous fury 
of^he animal he was about to assail, and singling put one of the Shah’s 
largest and noblest elephants, buried his dagger in its bowels; the 
animal sunk down upon, its assailant, and both immediately perished 
together. The younger Khermeil, more fortunate, killed his elephant, 
and escaped without injury. 

Ip effect the other elephants are.stated upon.this, like, a herd of oxen 
or buffaloes, to have fled terror-stricken, through the .field ; and A 11a- 
ud-dein Ilusseyne, with his Ameirs, in a determined and violent effort 
directed towards the person,of Behram Shah, already half subdued by 

superstitions terrors, gave,to the Ghezniansaffrepthulpjperie.pceoftheir 
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A. H. *4?. agility and adroitness in the work of death. Doulut Shah the son of 
A . P. 1152 . jj e j, ram Shah, the lieutenant general of his father’s armies, a brave and 
Ferishtah. so idj er> had long since fallen in the conflict; and the wretched 

parent bereaved of heart and hand, now fled from the field of battle, 
directinghis flight towards the Indus : but unable to survive the loss 
of his son, in addition to his other misfortunes, he became soon after¬ 
wards the victim of his sorrows. He died, after a diversified reign of 
five and thirty years, in the five hundred and forty seventh of the Hid- 
jerah. 

Khossrou Shah the son of Behram Shah, fourteenth of the race 


Khossrou Shah, 
XVtth ofthemon- 
jirchs of Gliezuin. 


of Sebekteggin, and sixteenth of the monarchs of Gheznin. 

Notwithstanding the above relation itis now asserted, as given on the 
testimony of the best established history, that Behram Shah dying at 
Gheznin, his son Khossrou Shah was raised, by the united concurrence 
of the nobles, to the throne of his ancestors. But intelligence, at the 
same period, successively arriving of the approach of Alla-ud-dein 
Hfisseyne, thenew monarch with his court and the whole of his family, 
immediately withdrew beyond the Indus, and fixed his residence at 
La hour. The Ghourian then entered Gheznin, causing it to be pub¬ 
licly announced, to the forsaken and unfortunate inhabitants, that they 
were by no means to consider themselves therefore exempted from the 
destiny of a city captured by assault—The accumulated horrors of pil¬ 
lage, massacre, and desolation. For the space of seven days, accord¬ 
ingly, nothing was omitted on the part of the revengeful conqueror, to 
make that unhappy city experience through all its quarters, every cir¬ 
cumstance of outrage, that could be dictated by the most furious and 
malignant passions. The Ghourian had been moreover apprized, that 
when Seyf-ud-dein was so ignOminiously exposed through their streets, 
the women of Gheznin had been particularly active in railing at, and 
insulting the unfortunate captive, to the sound of their cymbals and 


tabrets ; be therefore condemned great numbers of them to atone with 


their lives for that imprudent exhibition of female malignity. Having 
rendered himself memorable by this conspicuous example of vengeance, 
Alla-ud-deinquitted Gheznin, and withdrew towards his native country; 
marking his route by burning and demolishing every structure, within 
his reach, that might in any shape have belonged'to the race of Sebek- 



Ifegglri; whence he derived the appellation of AM-ud-dein jahaun- 
»ouz—the conflagrator. In retaliation for the death of Seyud Mudjid- 
ud-dein his brother’s minister, he caused a number of the Seyuds of 
Gheznin to be conducted to Feyrouzkoh, each with a bag of earth 
suspended to his neck ; where on their arrival they were all beheaded, 
and the earth of which they had been the bearers, being mixed up into 
mortar with their blood, was applied to construct the towers of the 
castle of that place. 

Relying on the assistance of Sultan Sunjur the Seljukian, Khossrou’ 
Shah hastened, on the departure of Alla-ud-dein, at the head of a power¬ 
ful army from Lahour for the purpose of recovering his capital. 
Sultan Sunjur having been, however, about this period, defeated and 
-taken by the Ghozzian Turkmauns, and the latter advancing with 
considerable expedition towards Gheznin, Khossrou Shah declined a 
contestwith those barbarians, and returned to Lahour. The Ghozzians 
continued in possession of Gheznin for two* years afterwards, when 
it was wrested from them by some of the Ghourian princes; from whom 
at the expiration of a further interval, not exactly stated, it was again 
taken by Khossrou M£lek, of whom hereafter. 

From other authorities it would however, it seems, appear that when- 
Khossrou Shah fled into the territory eastwardof the Indus, from the- 
dreaded vengeance of Alla-ud-dein jahansouz, the Ghourian proceeded^ 
to add to his other conquests those of Tikken, or perhaps Bikkenabad, 
Gurrumseyr, and Kandahaur; which leaving to the management of his 
nephew Sultan Gheyauth-ud-dein Mahommed, he withdrew as for¬ 
merly into Ghour. But Khossrou Shah returning wi th aformidable army 
from the Punjaub, for the purpose of repossessing himself of Gheznin, 
he received from Alla-ud-dein overtures towards a treaty of peace ; in 
which it was proposed that the city and castle of Bikkenabad should 
be ceded to the Ghourian, and that the Shah should be satisfied with 
the restoration of his capital. These terms being peremptorily re¬ 
jected by Khossrou, AU&-ud-dein is stated to have conveyed to him a 
•stanza of four lines to the following effect. “ That vengeance of which 
♦* the foundation was laid by thy father—hath already wrought sulfi- 
* The manuscript in my possession shews ten years, 
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A k H. &5W0. ‘‘ cient tnischiefambftgthe nations of the ehrth—BeWare ! lest for th# 
A* P,. l ifl0-64. single paltry district of Bikkenabad, thou give the entire of the 
Fenshtah. « ein pi re 0 f Mahmud to the winds of heaven.” Khossrou had been 
encouraged to reject these proposals by his reliance on the support of 
Stiltan Sunjur, as above related; but becoming unexpectedly apprized 
of the irretrievable misfortune which had befallen that prince, he was 
agaimcompelled to retire toLahour; where, afteraprecariousand turbu¬ 
lent reign of seven years, he ultimately died, in the fitfe hundred and 
fifty-fifth* of the Hidjerah. 

Khossrou Melek. the son of Khossrou Shah fifteenth of the race 
Of Sebekteggin, seventeenth and last of the monarehsof Gheznin. 

* Succeeding to the sovereign power on the death of his father at 
|jahour,this prince is represented to have signally augmented the splen¬ 
dor of that metropolis, by several memorable proofs ofa just and bene- 
volentspirit. For some time.he contrived to securetohis authority, the 
whole of the countries which had been subjugated eastward of the 
Rhossbod Melee, Indus* by htepredecessors, the Sfiltans Ibrauhim,*and Behram Shah. 
XVIIth ^ n< fGi 1 t0ft ’ ie ® ut Shahaub-ud-dein Mahommed the Ghourian, the nephew of Alla- 
* ud-dein, not satisfied with his acquisition of the metropolis of his an¬ 
cestors, now extended his ambitious views to bereave him of his re¬ 
remaining dominions in Hindflstaun. Having previously reduced 
Paishawer, the country of the Afghans, Multaun, and Sind, he at 
length appeared, in the five hundred and seventy sixthofthe Hidjerah,f 
under the walls of Lahour. Unable to contend with the invader in 
the field of battle, Khossrou Mdlek withdrew into the city ; but by 
the delivery of his infant son M£lek Sh&h as an hostage, together with, 
his best and finest elephants, into the hands of his besieger, he sue?, 
ceeded in redeeming himself from present subjugation ; the Ghourian 
consenting to return this time to Gheznin short of his object. 

Four years afterwards however, namely, in the five hundred and 
eightieth of the Hidjerah,$ Siiltan Shahaub-ud-dein resumed his hos¬ 
tile designs, and appeared a second time before the walls of Lahour, 
Khossrou M&lek securing himselfi as formerly, within the fortifications 
•fthe town. But as the reduction of this celebrated city appears to 

•■A. D. 1160, t A. D. 1180. % A. D. 1184. 





iave been an enteflrprize still beyaad his means to accomplish, the A. B. 68©^*. 
(jJhourian ^as compelled once more to abandon it; and he proceeded A. D. 1 184-8 6. 
to erect the fortress of Siaulkote, about sixty miles to the northward Ferishtah. 
of Labour, and twenty to the eastward of Rotas on the Behat; possibly 
to over-awe the (Capital of the Punjaub, and to seeure his own access 
whenever he found it convenient to resume his<prdjeet. Then confiding 1 
the defence of the new fortress to one of his bravest officers, he returned 
to Gheznin. Siaulkote was invested, immediately on the departure of 
Shahaub-ud-dein, by Khossrou M&lek assisted by a body of Goggers, 

Kahkares, or Gickers, but without ^access. 

In the mean time convinced, by repeated failure, that all attempts 
to reduce Lahour by open force would be in Vain, Shahaub-ud-dein 
determined at last on having recourse to stratagem, for the attainment’ 
of his ends. For this purpose, affecting to have laid aside all further 
views of his hostility towards Khossrou M61ek, he proceeded in the 
five hundred and eighty second of the Hidjerah,* to equip his hostage' 

M^lejj Sh&h, now about ten years of age, with all things suitable to 
his^hirth, and dismissed him to pay a visit to his father at Lahom\ in 
charge of certain of his officers, in whose discretion he could with con¬ 
fidence repose. These he pri vately instructed to excite and encourage 
in the young prince a propensity for drinking: to employ every device 
in their power to retard his journey; and for that purpose to make 
as many halts as possible during their progress. Delighted beyond 
measure at the intelligence which was conveyed to him, of, the ap¬ 
proaching interview with his long absent child, Khossrou M&lek in the 
contemplation of that single object, abandoned his usual circumspec¬ 
tion ,* and reposing a blind confidence in the pacific and friendly views 
of the Ghourian, entirely resigned himself to a scene of mirth and fes¬ 
tivity. “ In that throne and state,” observes the author, quoting a 
saying of the Persians, “ there must arise confusion and sorrow—where 
“ the foresight of the prince is inferior to that of the shepherd for his 1 
“ flock.”* Thus while the young M&lek Shah was prosecuting his 
journey, Shahaub-ud-dein suddenly quitted Gheznin at the head of 
twenty thousand cavalry lightly equipped, and furnished with one or 

*A. D. 1186. 
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?A, H. 582. twosparehorseaeachforexpeditionsandproceedingbyatlfeuTtous route 
A. D.H86. an( j f orce( j marches, appeared unexpectedly in sightof Lahour; when, 
Ferishtali. early one morning, the wretched Khossrou M&lek awoke from his deli¬ 
rium of security, to behold the opposite banks of the Rauvy swarming 
with the menacing squadrons of the adversary. The unhappy monarch 
deprived of all resource, in terms sufficiently abject, besought the 
piercy, and; proceeded to thie presence of his betrayer : and thus, about 
thefiyehundredand eighty second of the Hidjerah, without the slight¬ 
est resistance, without a single struggle, the city of Lahour, however 
strongly fortified, submitted to Shahaub-ud-dein ; and the empire of 
Sebekteggip,after it had subsisted altogether fora period of twohundred 
mid seventeen lunar, or two h undred and eleven solar years, was finally 
transferred to the dinasty of. the Ghourians. 

^ At the hazard ofits being already before the public from -the deline¬ 
ation of a far abler pen, this sketch of the subversion of the empire of 
Gheznin, or Ghezny, has been almost literally translated from Ferish- 
tah ; that which we derive, from the author of the Kholauss,ut-ul- 
^khbaur, being too meagre and defective to be presented, with any 
justice, to the English reader. 

Our abridgement must now be employed to furnish some account of 
Of the Fatimite the Jssmaialian, or Fatimite sovereigns, whose authority extended for 
JEfcalifs of Egypt. a considerable period over Egypt, and the region of Africa immediately 
west of that celebrated province. 

A. H. 29 e. The firstof this race who assumed the sovereign power, is stated to 
A. D. 908 . ]j ave been Abul Kaussem Mahommed the son of Abdullah, who bore 
Kholaussut- jjjg tit,le of Mehedy, represented, by. some of the Issmauilian Scbis^ 
matics, as well as by many of the more orthodox Sfinnihs, as adescend-' 
ant fromlssmauil theeldest son of Jauffer-us-saudek, the six th Imaum. 
The race of Abbas have however stigmatized with malediction this' 
Mehedy 1st of assumed extraction of Mehedy ; and. other Moslems appear to have 
that race. considered him as of the stock of Abdullah, the son of S&lem theBas-' 

sorite. The I-ssmauiliaus, nevertheless, persist in maintaining that 
the Mehedy of history, and of tradition, strictly refers to the subject 
oj" this article; and moreover appeal to a prediction, of the Arabian-- 
prophet importing “ that, at the close of the third century, (of the Hid- 
“ jerah) a sun, or great luminary, should arise in the western parts of 
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ftie worldalleging that the sun in this prediction figuratively applies 
to Mahommed the son of Abdullah, the Fatimite. Be that however 
asit may, this Abfd Kaussem Mahommed Mehedy revoltingin Africa, 
under the reign of the Khalif Mffktedder, in the two hundred and 
ninety-sixth of the Hidjerah, subdued to his power the greater part 
of the territory on the southern shore of the Mediterranean, westward 
of Egypt: and having reigned with considerable splendor for a period 
of six and twenty years, he died in the three hundred and twenty 
second of the Hidjerah,* at the age of sixty two. 

Ul Kaeim B’imr Illah A'hmejj the son of Mahommed, second of 
the Issmauilian Khalifs. 

This prince was the legitimate successor to his father’s power: but 
towards the close of his reign, a school master of the name of Abd 
Yezzeid revolting against hisauthority, and being joined by a multitude 
of the turbulent and disaffected, he was defeated in battle, and com¬ 
pelled to shut hiihself up in the fortress of Mehediah, on the sea coast 
eastward of Kairwan. There he was besieged by the insurgents, and 
in that situation, dying in the course of the three hundred and thirty 
fourth of the Hidjerah, f after a reign of twelve years, he left a will by 
which his surviving son was nominated to succeed. 

. Ul Munstir-be-kuwiit-Ullah Issmauil tlie son of Ul Kkeim, third 
of the Issmauilian Khalifs. 

: Artfully concealing the death of his father this prince, on succeeding 
to the sovereign authority, with equal gallantry and skill attacked and 
defeated his besiegers ; and detaching some of his bravest Soldiers in 
pursuit of Abu Yezzeid, the rebel was soou taken and brought to his 
presence. The punishment allotted to the unfortunate pedagogue 
was rather a singular one; he was confined to an iron cage, with an 
ape for his companion ; and having been in that manner exposed for 
several days, he was ultimately consigned to the swoKbpf the execu? 
tioner. 

Ul Munsur, in the three hundred and forty first of the Hidjerah, 
quitted this abode of pride and folly at the age of thirty nine, and afte* 
au apparently successful reign, of seven, years. 
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tJl-Mdez2-ud-dem Ullah Abv temeim the son of Muhsftr, fourth 
of the Issmauilian Khalifs, assumed the sovereign authority in the 
month of Shavaul* of the three hundred and forty first of the Hidjerah, 
and became a monarbh of great power and renown ; having in the pro¬ 
cess oftiroe subjugated to his dominion many of the African provinces, 
trestward of Egypt, which had hitherto successfully resisted the arms 
of his predecessor^. 

" On the death of Khfur Ekhshid who held the government of Egypt, 
under the authority of the house of Abbas, the province being about 
the same period afflicted by a dreadful famine, U1 Mdezz-ud-dein 
availed himself of the opportunity to dispatch one of his generals of 
the name of Jauher Khaudem, at the head of a great army, and accom¬ 
panied with an abundant supply of provisions, to take possession of the 
country. This able commander, who was not improbably an eunuch, 
accomplished the reduction of that important province some time in 
the three hundred and fifty seventh of the Hidjerah,f (while the Khalif 
Muteia swayed the sceptre of the Abbassides;) and pitching his tents 
in the centre of the Egyptian metropolis, proceeded to distribute to the 
famished inhabitants tbeabundant stores which hehad brought for their 
relief. In the course of the same year, and in conformity with the 
instructions of his master, he laid the foundation of a new city, de¬ 
scribed tobe situated midway between Fostaut, and Misser, and Eyne* 
us-shums, and to which, in honor of his sovereign, he gave the name of 
KaherahMftezziah; the same that under the more corrupt appellation of 
Cairo, and under multiplied vicissitudes, has continued to this day the 
metropolis of the province. The talents of Jauher were next employed 
in the reduction of Alexandria, and finally of Syria, and even llejauz; 
eaeh of which provinces he is said to have added to the dominions of 
the Issmauilian, gracing the Khotbah and Sikkah throughout the 
whole, with the name of U1 Muezz-ud-dein-UHah<- 

Some years afterwards, namely, in the three hundred and sixty-first 
of the Hidjerah, Muez z-ud-dein quitted his former residence in Afrifca, 
and removed to the new city of Kaherah, which he now declared the 
metropolis of his dominions; and having reigned-with distinguished 


!* February. A. D. 953. 
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justice, fdr a period of three and twenty years, and five months, he 
there terminated his mortal career, on Friday the nineteenth of the lat¬ 
ter Rebbeia, of the three hundred and sixty fifth of the Hidjerah. 

U1 Azziz BTllah Abfi Munsur Nezzaur the son of UI Muezz-ud- 
dein, fifth of the Issmauilian Khalifs. 

This prince succeeded to the throne of the Egyptian Khalifs immedi¬ 
ately on thedeath of his father; anditisstated as asingular circumstance, 
that among those who pledged allegiance to him on the occasion, were 
his own uncle Heyder, Abul Feraut the uncle of his father, and an 
uncle of his grandfather; which, it seems, occurred to no other mon¬ 
arch in Isldm, but himself and H&rhnrashid. He proved a mild,’ 
benevolent,and virtuous prince; and having reigned in great prosperity 
and splendor for the space of one and twenty years, he died in Ram- 
zaun of the three hundred and eighty sixth of the Hidjerah,* the forty 
second of his age. 

Ul Hkkem bimmer-Ullah Abfi Ally M'unsur the son of Ul Azziz, 
sixth of the Issmauilian Khalils, was born at Cairo, and the first of 
his race who was a native of rhat city. During the reign of Ui 
H(ikem,-we are informed that a person professing to be a descendant 
from Hashaum the son of Abdulmelek headed an insurrection against the 
authority of the Issmauilians ; hut falling, after repeated conflicts; 
into the hands of the ruling power, he was by the direction of Ul 
Hakem, mounted on a camel, with his legs bound, and a red cap on 
his head; while a monkey seated behind him, kept ever and anon, strik¬ 
ing him on the neck and shoulders with his paws. When the people 
proceeded however at the close of the ceremony, to dismount him 
from the back of the camel, it was found that, either through shame or 
apprehension, the unfortunate culprit was become a lifeless’corpse. 

About the twelfth year of the reign of Ul Hakem, such is described 
to have been the profound tranquillity which prevailed throughout 
Egypt, that he forbad the gates of Cairo to be shut at night, as had been 
previously the practice in times of the greatest security; while thd 
inhabitants were directed to continue their shops and warehouses open^ 
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A. H. 398. asf in the day time, keeping lighted flambedus at the head of evety 
A. D. 1008. street ;andin these circumstances the citizens continued to croud the 
■ market places throughout the night,while the monarch with his courti¬ 
ers paraded the streets, accessible to the conversationofall whomightbe 
disposed to address him. On the authority of the Tarikh guzeidah it is 
however stated that in every period of his government, it was'the prac¬ 
tice of Ul Hakem to traverse the streets, of his capital in the manner 
just described ; that on such occasions he usually .appeared riding on 
an ass, without thd slighteatcircumstanceof pomp or ceremony; profes¬ 
sing that, like Moses on mount Sinai, he was going to perform his de¬ 
votions in the presence of God. And finally that such was the zeal with 
which he exerted himself to enforce the rigid observance of the law; 
that he caused all the gardens and vineyards, in the vicinity of Cairo to 
be destroyed, when he found that the people were not to be otherwise 
restrained from the use of wine,and inebriating liquors. Another point 
which he moreover appears to have been singularly studious to accom¬ 
plish, was to check that unrestrained intercourse between women, 
fvhich he might have conceiyed eminently prejudicial to female purity, 
and domestic happiness, as conducted in the East; and for this purpose 
he prohibited throughout his capital the making of women’s shoes, or 
buskins. 

At the same time, while he scrutinized with such rigid severity the 
irregularities of the public, he is accused of being perfectly indul¬ 
gent towards the private vices and debaucheries of his own family, 
and domestics, which he appears to have thought it but little ex¬ 
pedient to investigate. Hence, when he had continued to conduct 
his government in this manner for about seven years, the inhabitants 
©f Cairo proceeded to dress up the effigies of a woman, which, with a 
paper in its hand they contrived to plant in the way of Ul H&kem, in 
his usual progress through the streets. Observing theseroll,the monarch 
hastened to seize and peruse it, and was not a little enraged to find 
that it contained a severe and abusive libel on himself and his prede¬ 
cessors: and in the paroxysm of his fury he gave orders for a general 
pillage of his own capital, which terminated in theimmediate destruc¬ 
tion joi one half of that unfortunate city. 
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Towards tlje conclusion ofhis reign, conceiving*however, ^suspicion A. H. «1l. 
that a libidinous intercourse was carrying on between his own sister, A. D- 1020. 
and the general of his army, U1 H&kem sought an opportunity of put- Kbolaussut- 
ting them both to death. But the general becoming apprized of his 
design, determined to avert the danger by entering into an immediate 
conspiracy against the life of its author; which, in the course of the 
four hundred and eleventh of the Hidjerah, he carried into successful 
execution. 

Accordingto thestatements of the Rouzu t-us-suffk, the destruction of 
U1 H&kem was accomplished in the following manner. It was uspj&l 
with him, it seems, to ride out every evening on his ass, to make a circuit 
of the neighboring range of hills which overlooks the city of Cairo y 
and professing to have attained to singular skill in astrology, he had 
been frequently known to assert, that if, by a particular night which he 
named, no mischief occurred to assail him, he had precisely calculated 
that he was destined to outlive the age of four-score. Qn the evening 
which had been thus previously indicated, he was proceeding to take 
his usual ride, when his mother interposed with the most anxious 
iutreaties that, for that night, he would not leave his palace. For a short 
time the prince gave way to the importunities of maternal affection ; 
but urged by an impulse which he could neither resist, nor account for, 
he became afterwards impatient; and he declared to his mother, that 
if she did not permit him to proceed on his usual excursion, he was 
verily persuaded that his soul would immediately quit her frail enclo¬ 
sure. On this he left the palace, with the determination not unfre¬ 
quent with resolute minds, to brave his destiny. On his arrival at the 
foot of the hill, the conspirators who lay in ambush for his life, rushed 
upon, and easily dispatched him, in the sixty first year of his age, the 
twenty-fifth of his reign. 

Ul-Zauhir-ud-dein-ullah Abul Hussun Ally the son of U1 


H&kem, seventh of the Issmauilian Khalifs. 

Having succeeded, with the concurrence of the distinguished classes 
of the inhabitants of U1 Kaherah,' to the throne of Egypt on the assas- viith^ofrle 
sination ofhis father, U1 Zauhir availed himself of the earliest oppor- Khalifa of E- 
tunity, after the effectual establishment of his power, to dispatch his SW 1 * 
fOL. ix. 2 T 
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ribldiubiis aunt, wrtb fcei* suspected b&ramotir, the abode Itfheti all 
things are forgotten! 

After an apparently prosperous feign of sixteen years, XJ1 Zauhif 
died, of a dropsical complaint, at the pretoatirfe'age of three arid thirty, 
in the four Hundred and twenty seventh of the Hidjerah ;* IbaVitfg, like 
Tiis grandsire UfAzziz, a character distinguished fo^irfrery virtue that 
Cofild secure for hrs meiiiory the love and t^eiteration of mankind. 

I’i MustahserBTllah Abu Temeim Saud theson ofUI Zarihrir, 
eighth of the Issmauiliati Khalife, succeeded to the authority d/ his 
ancestors, when a minor of seven yeafA of a'ge. 

Of the numerous events, which thirst hate distinguished the Unuyif- 
ally protracted reign of this prince, there are but two which seetti to 
have fixed the attention of our abbreviate^; the first, the appearance in 
Egypt, in thefour hundred and forty-sixth of the Hidjerah,f the nine¬ 
teenth of Mfistanser, of a star of extraordinary magnitude and brilli¬ 
ancy, which continued for a long time to diffuse its beams with sur¬ 
prising lustre over the city of Kaherah. This portended, or at all events, 
was followed 1 , by a dreadful scarcity; during which vast numbers of the 
inhabitants daily perished from hunger and want of food. The next 
Was a tremendous earthquake which, on the twelfth day of Rudjub of 
the year four hundred and sixty ,$ shook the city of Kaherah, and the 
whole land of Egypt, with such singular and astonishing violence, that 
the very fish in the waters of the Nile became sensible of its effects. 
The mindof Mustanser was atthe same time so powerfully wrought upon 
"by theawfiil concussion, that, in order to allay the disquietude which 
had seized the hearts of his subjects, he found inexpedient to make a 
"distribution of his property among tfie'poof, to an incalculable amount. 

The death ofUI Mustanser took place in the four hundred and eighty 
Seventh! of the Hidjerah, when he had swayed the sceptre of Egypt 
for a period of sixty lunar years ; a duration Which does not appear to 
havebeen allotted to the reign of any of the ttionarehs of Isi&m. either 
before or after him. 

Mustanser had' originally vested the succession in HiS eldest soft 
Nezzaur, with the title of Mftstaufa-ud-dein Ullah ; but unhappily 

* A. D. 1089. t A. I). 1954. j Sixteenth of May, A. t). 10U8. 
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fatfog G0&W* ** some circumstance iq the conduct of that prince, he A. H. 
subsequently ordained that he should have no sort of concern with the A. D- 1Q94- U01. 
Khelfeufut; which he the*! transfer uqd to the younger brother U1 Mbs- Khoiaussut- 
tftully B’illah Ahmed. Henoe arose, on the death of Mustanser, an * 

inveterate Schism among the Issmauilians; que party adhering, in 
conformity wifh the fundamentalprmejqfe of the Sect f to the.qriginal 
clioice, and contending for the Iroaumut crfNeazaur, for whom they 
accordingly claimed the allegianoe of the people. Of this was tliq 
celebrated Hu^ufootf Hassan Sabah t nyhiie the other party contended 
more successfully far the claims of Ahmed, 

. U*. MilstAllt.y B’Illah AbfiJ.Kaustesw Ahmib the son of U1 
Mhstwtsser, niath of the Issmamlian K,fialifs. 

As soon as be conceived himself in secure, possession of the throne, 
the first views of this prince were directed to obviate the claims of his. 
brother j who deciining the contest, ftedfor the present to Alexandria. Ul MtJgTATJlM . 
The governor of that city, a slave of his father’s, gave him however the ixth of the Khalil 
ipost distinguished; reception, and immediately acknowledged him as of Egypt, 
the legitimate successor to the dominions of his family. But a pow¬ 
erful fence being employed to support the authority of Ul Mustaully, 
thegovern or of Alexandria wee taken in battle, and pu* to death ; and 
Keazaurbcflomlngalsothe prisoner of the victorious party, wa&conveyed 
with his two sons to the metropohs, and confined by his more fortunate 
brother to the castle of Cairo, where he died. 

Ul Mftstauily now continued to sway the sceptre of Egypt without 
a competitor, until the four hundred and ninety-fifth of the Hidjerab,f 
when at the early age of eight aadi twenty, he also died, after a reign 
qf seven years'and two months, 

Ul Aeyr B’Ehkaum UUah Abfi Ally M-unsur the son of Ul 
bfitistaully, tenth of the Issmauilian. Khalifa, succeeded to the throne 
of Egypt, being atithis.period only five yearsof age. The government 
W:as however administered in his behalf, with sufficient ability, by 
Fazael, the son of the Ameir-ul-Jeyush, or Ueu tenant general of the 

* The permanent right of primogeniture, as violated in the instance of their Imaua* 
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A. H. 49&-5S4. forcete ; perhaps the same Formerly 1 mentioned as the*destroyer of Vt 
A. D. iiot-30. jjakem* 

^ h °kbb SSUt " Durin g t ^ ie re '& n Ul Amyr, Hussun Skbah and the Nezzaurians 
Were become extremely formidable by the seizure of the fortresses of 
Rudbaur, and the territory of the Kohestatin ; but much more so by 
the'atrocious methods, which they pursued to avenge themselves on 
their enemies. Among the victims, and perhaps one of the earliest* 
that perishedhy the knives of these dangerous and sangninary fanatics* 
was U1 Amyr himself; who expired on the fourth of Zilkaudah, of the 
five hundred and twenty fourth of the Hidjerah,* in consequence of a 
mortal wound inflicted on his person, by one of the zealots attached 
to that detested schism ; in the thirty fifth year of his age, and the 
twenty ninth of his reign. 

UlHafez-ud-dein-Ullah Abfi Meymfln Abdul Hamid, theson of 
Mtistanser, eleventh of the Issmauilian Khalifs, assumed, on thedeath of 
his nephew, the sovereign power; the principal nobility entirely coni 
curring in his elevation. His first Vezzeir, Ahmed the son of FazzeV 
being early assassinated, by one of the disciples of Hussun S&bah, a 
second was appointed to succeed him, and shaded, the same fate. 1 On 
Ul Hafez, this, U1 H&tez resolved to confer the Vizzaurut on his own son Hos- 
KhalifsofE- 8UIU ^he a ^ er human blood, which polluted the mind of this 

^jpt. prince was however so excessive, (not less than forty of the most dis¬ 
tinguished Ameirs having been put to death by him, in the course of 
a single night) that bis father, becoming terrified as to the conse¬ 
quences of a disposition so sanguinary, laid a design to destroy him: 
but the plot being discovered to Hussun, he contrived to cut off the 
whole of those employed to carry it into execution. The surviving 
Ameirs, with a considerable part of the army, now united in dectanng 
to Ul Hafez, that ifthe prince was notimmediatelydelivered up to them, 
their vengeance would bedirectedagainsthimself,- And thuscompelled 
to devise some further and more effectual expedient to appease their 
indignation, the monarch discovered at last an instrument for his pur¬ 
pose, ia a jewish pbyscian; who administered to the obnoxious prince, 
a draught which soon dispatched him to the sepulchre of his fathers. 


* Seventh of October, A. D. 1130. 
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Ul H&fez, after ai^rgn of twenty years, and at the advanced age of a. H. 544-55. 

eighty, died in the latter Jummaudy, of the five hundred and forty- A. D. 1 149 6 0 * 

fourth of the Hidjerah.* Kholaussut- 

iil-akli bsur« 

UlZaufferB’illah AbfiMuns&rMAHOMMEDthesonofUIHJtfez, 
twelfth of the IssmauiKan'Khalifs, with the united Concurrence of the 
Egyptian Ameirs, immediately succeeded to the throne of his fathers; 
but forming a licentious attachment for the son of his Vezzeir Abbas, 
a youth of the name of Nasser, his time became devoted to the society 
of this minion of hispleasures. Proceed! nghowever at last, to endow him 
with some very considerable territorial acquisition, the citizens ofCairo, 
who contemplated with disgust the ignominious intercourse between Ur Zatjffsit, 
the monarch and his favorite, sarcastically observed, that the dower of Khalifs of Egypt 
Nasser was surely estimated at a price too low ! which exciting the 
honorable indignation of the Vezzeir, he determined-to expunge the 
stigma with the blood of his unworthy sovereign. For this purpose, 
having concealed a party for the execution of his design, he invited the 
unsuspecting monarch to an entertainment at his palace ; where, in 
the five hundred and forty ninth of the Hidjerahf after a reign of some¬ 
thing more than five years, they introduced him, with their swords 
and poniards, to the final repast of death. 

Ul Faeiz Be-Nussyr Ullah Abfil Kaussem Eissa, the son of 
Ul Zauffer, thirteenth of the-Issmauilian Khalifs. 

Thisprince, notwithstanding theadver'se circumstances which might 
appear to oppose his elevation, succeeded in establishing himself on the ul Faeiz xilltb 

throneofEgypt,immediatelyontheassassinationofhiSfather;andhaving of the Khalifsof 

bestowed theappointment of Vezzeir on Mdlek SJdah, his views were Egypt, 
early directed to seize the person of the late minister. Abbas con. 
trived however to withdraw from the country, with an immense pro¬ 
perty ; but falling into the haiids of a body of Franks, at this period in 
possession of Palestine, he was by them plundered of all he had, and 
bound hand and foot left to perish in the desert. 

Ul Fheiz Was' summoned to his account, in the month of Suffur^ 
of the year five hundred J tind fifty-five,f at the early age of twenty-one, 
and after a reign qf six years and two months. 

* October, A. D.1149, f A. D, 1154. 1 February, A. D. 1160. 



4e H- m n, © urffig the.gpyfiJjnf#<?nf. ofifei?.mflRiwji, it ^bfci^fly #ated, %lie 

4- IX lrep-gp, t^Fjlpiiy ftf ^j9g onUie store pf the Meditpr^^i|,^fts^^pf’%}(pt, 
g 1 ^ h ence called Mughreb,and the inhabitants Mughf^gt^yt&sanl^pg^ted* 
'"to' ft pprspp of the pame of .AbtH Moufppp. 

tftftson pf Ul Faei^fagrt^ntbiapd1&S* pf the J^jnft u 4Wt J»r f&tipHft 
£baiife of Egypt- 

Spoee^djog pn the.derq^eof his father, tqft poufpr npw rapidly verg-r 
igg fodecliqo,this pripce blears, with fho oriental parratO^thoohfJfftl 51 ^ 
9fha v >pg been eminentlydistinguished for beneyofonce pjfj&i*. WfVr 

$er&. qnd theMnbopnded,Jihw^tyG^!h^dispopid 9 ». Ep^fhe teP&W* 
territory being exposed during his reign to a formidable invasion pf the 
Franks,funder4Wury king pf Jerusalem,,?; the §qn of hlelj^nd^aw4 
Fulk cpunfpfApjou) and the hpffrtgvQt/thp^advoa being entirely ^abrj 
ULAtmsDlast ^ ued ^ terro ^ s .WgW' fyf. an aepommodadm^ith the.invaders.; 
oftheKhalifsof who consented. to. wichdfW. ftPW tli 0 country op the payment p^png 
Egypt- Jgiillion of dinaprs.f and their agon(ft h?id accordingly, repaired tp,Cairo 

to receive the money. The appearance qf,these obnoxious. strangers 
produced, however, atnoag the heughfy Mussulman inhabitants ap 
agitation so violent, that they, immiediafoly wrote,with t^e concurrence 
pf fJl Auzzed, tp demand the assistance gf N4r-nd-dpi,n ^ahmhd* at 
this time ruler of Syria and Damascus, and in close affinity .with.the 
fChalifs of the house pf Abbs*. A body of 'Mgfojtitfoimnd 
horsp, under Ass.ud-ud-dein Sh(ekteeh+ or Shwctowtfr, was dispatched 
by that prince with all possible ex peditipn, to the relief of the Egypt-, 
ians; and the Franks, like foxes to their hiding pltiMf, hastily fled* on 
intelligence of thejappraach of the Syrian general. 

Assud-udrdein entered K&heruh on this occasion, in the latter Rebn 
beift of the Eve hundred and sixty fourth of the Hidjerah,§ and he was 
immediately invested, with the dignity of the Vizzaprnt: but dying at, 
the expiration of sixty five days,.thftf imppftftnt charge wasentrtisfod 
by Ul Auzzed, to the talente ofthe ealebr*ted,SuUah or, SalahrOdrdein 
y fissuf, the son pf Ayub, and nephew of the deceived general. At no 

* Vide Gibbon’s decline and fell;—Vol. XI. page 227, octavo edition. 
•^ 458 , 3381 , 6 $. 8 ^, the lowest calculation J fylcmntain li^n, | January, D.1169. 



’t^rf distidt pDflod Of friAe, Salah-ud-dein WriWf^d to rribCtef fflfofedlf 
ehtirc ttiastB? of Che ^frdetflihent-j 1 and h4 proceeded witftotitfttfther 
ceremony f4>* take from theofflCefs ofUl AuZ^ed’SCduftevery rertiainlrig 
vestige of The eircuftistailcebeihg, hbwcver, Communicated 

toNAf-md-delh atDatttaseus, that prince immediately dispatched to de¬ 
mand that the- Khathr&h'-attd coinage of Egypt, should be grated with 
the name4nd titles of Mftstrinzy of thehobSe of Abfe&s/tftd reigning 
Khalif of Baghdad. To this, atftersOttie deflttir, aOd the message hrid been 
it^a5»'repeated by the Sultan of Damascus, Saiah-lid-dein, by' the ad- 
tice of hiap#ificipdi officers, at l&§t consented yarid the name of Mnfi- 
tunzy Was affttOunced, in the usual forms, from the' pulpits of tKte 
iEgyptiitt Capital, in the month of Mohfttriihof the five hundfdd and 
.sixty seventh of the Hidjerah.* 

In the mean tittle, the unfortunate U1 AuzZed lay stretched on the bed 
of sickness ; and in the coufse of the same week, unconscious Of the 
degradation, hastened to explore the regions of ri better world. Arid 
ithus terminated Ihfe pd'Wdf of the IssmauiKhri, Of F&t?riMte Khalifs, after 
it had subsisted fordbotit two huridfed and severity one lunar'years: 
the territory Of Egypt continuing frdhi this time, fora period of som'e 
duration, under the authority of Salah-ud-dein, and his descendants: 

We cahnot pethaps Close this chapter to greater advantage, than by 
subjoiriing the atothoCVsketeh of the bifetory of Hussrin Sabah, the first 
Shaikh-Ul Jtfbbui, or old matt of the mountain, and ofhis successors'; 
whose dominion wriS lorig'established in the fortresses of Rftdbaur, 
and in the KoHestatm, or'mountainous territory between Irtlk Ajem, 
and tliC pfdvince of Khdfassauri. 

Off this subject the writer commences his narrative by informing rife, 
that Khadjah 'Nizam-ul-mulk of TrissC, at a siibseqriertt period the 
distiriguished minister Of Alep Arslan, has stated in his Wessayhi, or 
fobdk of precepts', that he, arid Hukkeirn Omat Kheyaum, arid tHe 
profligate 1 Bed S&Bah; purfeded their studies at the same time, ifndfer 
irriaum Moriffek the NeyslVaphfi'te ; arid' that^ orl breaking up from 
the seminary, vHsere’they received thfeit itistrUCtiotts, it vCas their prac¬ 
tice to retire* togetherfoa' private spot; in order to rehearse, and digest 
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■A. H. 420-64. the lessons which had been last communicated to them. Omar Khe» 
A. D. 1029 - 71 . y aum was a.Neyshap6rian by birth. The father of Hussun Sabah* 
^akhbaur by name, a man of principles notoriously flagitious, professed 

himself to be an Arab by extraction, of the race Of Sabah the Homeirite, 
or Homyarite; although the people of Khorassaun, and the inhabitants 
of TAsse more particularly, represented this as a gross fabrication ; 
maintaining* on the. contrary, that his ancestors were nothing more 
than ordinary, or obscure peasants in the neighborhood of that city. 

Be this however as it may, Hussun Sabah took the opportunity of 
remarking to his fellow students, one day, that it was the prevailing 
.opinion, that certain favorite individuals among the pupils of Imaum 
Mouffek, were destined to arrive at the noblest gradations of human 
prosperity. Of one thing at least he expressed the most perfect convic. 
tion—that if this distinguished lot was reserved for any, it was for ei¬ 
ther of them three. He then demanded what engagements they stood 
disposed to enter into, with such a propect before them ? His associates 
both replied that they were willing to accede toany terms, thathe might 
think it convenient tosuggest. On which Hussun distinctly proposed, 
on the same grounds as if they were proceeding on some commercial 
speculation, that so far from applying the advantagesofhisgood fortune, 
to his own personal enjoyment, the successful individual should be en¬ 
gaged to share them, with scrupulous impartiality, with his two less 
fortunate associates. And to this effect a reciprocal agreement was 
accordingly drawn up between them, and executed on the spot. 

In the reign of Alep Arslan of the race of Seljtik, the, same Nizam- 
ul-mulk, as will be seen in its proper place, was advanced to the dig¬ 
nity oftheVizzaurut; and his friend,Hukkeim Omar,repairingtocourt, 
experienced from his old acquaintance all that could be expected 
from a conscientious regard to the stipulations between them ; thefor- 
tunateVezzeir telling him, thatin conformity to their engagement, he 
had not failed to considertheappointmentto which he had succeeded, as 
an advantage in which they were reciprocally entitled to share ; but, in 
order that he might have an opportunity of bringing his merits under 
the observatjdn of his sovereign, that it behoved h‘ m > i n some shape 
orother, to enrol himself in the service of the state: and nothing should 
be wanting on his part, at a proper interval, to secure his advancement 
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to some distinguished post of confidence and respectability. With a. H. 42004. 
abundant benedictions on his head, and every expression of applause A. D. 1029 - 7 1 . 
for his faithful and honorable adherence to his engagements, Hukkeim KhoUussut- 

, „ . . . , . • n 1 • ul-akhbaur. 

Omar declined all participation in the splendid destiny ot his power¬ 
ful friend; professing, that the summit of his ambition was tobe allowed* 
in someretired spot, to prosecute his philosophical studies underthe in¬ 
fluence of his protection. As there was some reason to believe that 
these professions were sincere, the benevolent and distinguished minis¬ 
ter acquiesced in his resolution ; and assigning for his subsitstance 
an annual pension on the revenues of Neyshapur, of twelve hundred 
meskals* of gold, dismissed him highly gratified with his lot. 

Hussun Sabah did not, on the other hand, present himself to claim 
the recollection of his early friend, until the succeeding reign of M61ek 
Shah r when he experienced from Nizam-ul-mulk a reception not less 
cordial, than the other associates of his studies ; being distinguished 
by that minister with every proof of confidence and liberality, that he 
thought suitable to his merit, or to the claims of their long established 
friendship. The man was, however, not of a disposition to be easily, 
satisfied. He embraced an opportunity of intimating to his friend, one 
day, that although he must acknowledge the extreme liberality with 
which he had treated him, yet that this was not exactly commensurate 
with the tenor of their engagements. Nizam-ul-Mulk readily as¬ 
sented to the justice of the remark ; freely adding, that he was not 
only entitled reciprocally to share in the dignity and lustre of office, 
but in the claims of inheritance, and every other advantage however 
derived-. The minister proceeded accordingly to introduce him to the 
presence of his sovereign, and contrived moreover to give so flattering 
adescriptionof his talents and abilities, that he wasspeedily admitted to- 
a considerable share of the royal confidence. But, the unprincipled 
profligate no sdoner found access to the conversation of the monarch, 
than he perverted the advantage to the basest purposes of ingratitude. 

For coming to the knowledge of some trifling default, or inaccuracy 
in the accounts of the exchequer, of which his frieud was at the head,. 

* \ meskal, or methkal, was both the name of a gold coin; and of the weight of a dram 
and a half. The shekel of the Jews might be the origin.. 
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he contrived by instdjqusaqdartfulstatements that it should be reported 
to M61ek Shah; and that he should himself be examined on the subject 
of the accusation. During this, by a representation full of perver¬ 
sion of facts, and ambiguities skilfully disguised, he succeeded in 
producing a degree of conviction of the guilt of his minister, in the mind 
of that prince : although far greater deficiencies were to be found in 
the accounts of former ministers, in a tenth part of the period for which 
Nizam-ul-mulk now demanded a scrutiny. Providence interposed, 
however, to frustrate his base designs ; for although he succeeded in 
bringing the charge under investigation, the extreme malignity of his 
motives, and his violation of the most sacred engagements were so obvi¬ 
ous, that at the moment he was called upon to specify the fallacious, 
circumstances in his friend’s accounts, he was so overwhelmed with 
contempt and shame, that he found it impossible to remain any longer 
in the court of Melek Shah. 

Such at any rate is the statement furnished on the relation of Niz&m. 
ul-mulk himself: the author proceeds further to describe, that about- 
the period at which he was thus compelled to withdraw from the court , 
of M£lek Shah, under circumstances so dishonorable, and which fell 
out, it would appear, in the four hundred and sixty fourth of the Hid- 
jerah, Hussun Sgbah, or Sabaukh, as it ‘is sometimes perhaps erron¬ 
eously written,repaired to thecity of Rey: where falling in with Abdul- 
melek the son of Attaush, who was employed in disseminating the 
doctrines of the Issmauilians, he apostatised from the sect of orthodox 
Imaumites, to embrace the system of those odious schismatics. From 
Reyhewent tolsfahaun, and there, still pursued by his apprehensions 
of the resentment ofM&lek Shah and his Vezzeir, he concealed himself 
for some time, under the protection of a certain Reiss Abul Fazzel; 
possibly one of the principal magistrates. Here, in the course of con¬ 
versation he could not forbear observing, that w ith two associates, of 
minds congenial with his own, and on whose fidelity he could rely, 
he conceived it would be no difficult matter to subvert the power of 
that Turk, alluding to Melek Shah, and his low bom minister. The 
Reiss, who entertained, it seems, no contemptible notions of his own 
sagacity, ascribed these expressions to approaching insanity in the mind 
©fhis guest; and took care, under that impression, to introduce at his 



331 


meals, that species of diet which was supposed to have the effect of A. H. 464-83. 
composing, or fortifying the brain. Hussun by the strength of his un- A.D. 1Q71-9 Q- 
derstandfhg soon penetrated the thoughts of his protector, and quitting K ^®“ ss ^ t " 
his roof, immediately sought another asylum. At a subsequent period 
when he had made himself master of the fortress of Almowut, Abul 
Fazzel paid a visit to his old acquaintance, by whom he was accosted 
in these terms. “ With the proof before thine eyes how soon, after se- 
“ curing associates worthy of my confidence, I have succeeded in my 
“ object, art thou now convinced whether my brain, or thine own, was 
“ in a state of derangement ?” 

In the mean time, Hussun Sabah, about thefour hundredand seventy 
first of the Hidjerah,* proceeded to try his fortune among his fellow 
schismatics in Egypt; where he experienced from Mustanser, theFa- 
timite Khalif, a very hospitable and liberal reception. When hehad» 
however, resided in that country about a year and a half, a serious 
misunderstanding arose between him and the Ameir-ul-Jeyush,or lieu- 
tenantgeneral of the forces, originating in the following circumstance. 

Mustanser, as we have recently had occcasion to remark, had thought 
fit to exclude his eldest son Nezzaur from his claim to the succession, 
and to transfer it to the younger brother, Ahmed; and the lieutenant 
general had, on this point, concurred with the views of his sovereign. 

But adhering to the fundamental principle of the sect, which invaria¬ 
bly asserts the predominant right of primogeniture, Hussun Sabah 
proceeded to agitate the people in favor of the Imaumut of Nezzaur; 
and persisting in his designs, in defiance of the Ameir-ul-Jeyush, who 
now governed all things at discretion, that minister caused it to be an¬ 
nounced to him, that his residence in Egypt would for the future be 
entirely dispensed with; or might perhaps, be found extremely incon¬ 
venient to him. 

This intimation it was not difficult to comprehend ; and he accord¬ 
ingly hastened into Syria, and from thence, leading a precarious and 
wandering life, ultimately into Persian Ir&k. He continued, however, 
with unremitting activity to disseminate the doctrines of thelssmauili- 
ans,dispersing hisemissaries among the castles of Rudbaur, andthrough 
the territory of the Kohcstaun. But his exertions appear to have been 
more particularly directed to gain over to his principles the garrison of 

• A. D. 1078. 
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tlie impregnable foftressof Almowut, situated in the mountainous tract 
between Kazvein and the Caspian. His doctrines spread with consider¬ 
able rapidity, beingembracedby great numbers ofthe people; 'ind wheft 
the period approached* at which he conceived that he might venture 
to unmask his ambitious designs, we are told that he took up his resi¬ 
dence in a town which lay within a convenient distance ofthe fortress^ 
on which he appears to have early fixed his attention. Here he af¬ 
fected to devote himself, for some time, to a life of abstinence and reli- 
ligious seclusion; until indeed he saw that the greater part of the inha¬ 
bitants of Almowut had been brought to include themselves among 
the prosely tesoflssmauilism; and they were prevailed upon, one night, in 
the four hundred and eighty third of the Hidjerah; to introduce him 
privately into their inaccessible abode. 

The government of Almowut was, at this period, held under the 
authority of M&lek Shah, by a certain Siddy Mehedy ; but the influence 
of this officer falling into total neglect, on the introduction of Hussun 
Sabah, the latter proposed one day to give him three thousand dinaurs* 
foras muchground withinthefortress,ashe could encompass witha bul¬ 
lock’s hide. Mehedy acceded without difficulty to the proposal; and 
the artful adventurer cutting his ox-hide into narrow slips, included 
within them the entire circumference of the works ; and giving to the 
dupe ofhis artifices a draft for the money, on Reiss Mfizuffer,oneof his 
disciples who was governor of Guirdkoh and Damaghaun, and who. 
discharged it without demur, he dismissed him from the fort without 
further ceremony. , 

The impregnable fortress, of which he thus obtained possession, is 
stated to have borne, at some remote period, the name of Alah-tim&t, 
signifying, in the languageofthecountry,“lheeaglesnestthe letters of 
which, in their numerical application, will be found to furnish the 
precise date at which Hussun Sabah became master of the place. 
Thus, AIef-1. Laum-30. Hai-5. Alef-1. Meim-40. Wau-6. Tai-400. 
making, when added together, the sum total of 483.| 

*13751. Os. od. 

t From bis subsequent abode in this inaccessible retreat, be probably acquired the ap* 
pellatiou of Shaikk-ul-Jubbul—or old man af the mountain. 
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Having in this manner provided a secure retreat against the contin* A. H. 403-6. 
gencies of fortune, Hussun Sabah, either by force or favor, succeeded A. D. lono a. 
®oon afterwards in extending his authority over the whole territory of 
Rfidbaur; an event which encouraged him to dispatch Husseyne 
Kaubtyor K&yny, one of his principal adherents, to effect the conver¬ 
sion of thenativesofthe Kohestaun, who Were in alittletimealsobrought 
to submit to the power of the adventurer. In the mean time one of 
the generals of Mhlek Sh&h, to whom the territory of Rudbaur had 
been assigned in feoff, felt himself called, upon to make some degree of 
.exertionfor the recovery of Almowut; and haying repeatedly laidwaste 
the circumjacent country, he succeeded at last in reducing the garrison 
and inhabitants to the verge of despair. But Hussun continued to sup¬ 
port the resolution ofhis disciples, by assurancesofaid from their Imaum 5 
alluding to Mfistanser, the Issmauilian Khalif of Egypt* 

Yery opportu nely for the views of H ussun Sabah, the person from whotri 
he had suffered such serious annoyance, happened to die at this crisis* 
and to relieve him for some time from his embarrassments. But, in 
the beginning of four hundred and eighty-five, # he was again consi¬ 
derably straitened by the exertions of Ameir Arslantaush Haujeb j 
another of the generals of M61ek Shah, who was directed by his sover¬ 
eign to resume the blockade of Almowut. Under these circumstan¬ 
ces, being joined by a considerable reinforcement dispatched to his 
assistance by Dehdaur Abu Ally, one ofhis proselytes at Kazvein, 

Hussun boldly sallied out in the night, and surprising the camp ofhis 
besiegers, compelled them to a precipitate flight; the fugitives com¬ 
municating no slight symptoms of disorder and dismay to the army of 
Melek Shah, to which they fled for protection. The views of that 
princeaeemed, however, more particularly directed to the reduction of 
the Kohestaun.whereHhsseynelvav ny had been singularly successful 
in disseminating the principles of fanaticism and revolt; and a consider¬ 
able force had been accordingly sent to that quarter, under an able chief 
of thename of Kuzzul Saurek.f On the approach of the troops of M61ek 

* March, A.D. 1092. 

• f There is a singular coincidence between these appellations, and those bestowed upon 
the chiefs of the American aborigines. Arslautaush signifies perhaps, “ the rock lion;" 
surd Kuzzul Saurek, possibly, the “ red robber." 
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A. h/ 485 . Shall, Husseyne K&yny with his followers, shut himself up in the 
A. P. 1098. fortress, or castle of Mouroenabad, which was immediately invested by 
Khojaussut- , Kuzzul Saurek. Just however as the place was on the point of reduc- 
■nl-akhbaur. t jj e re p or t ar rived that Nizam-ul-mulk, the Vezzeir, had been as¬ 

sassinated by one of the fanatic disciples of Hussun Sabah ; and the 
death of MHek Shah, which followed soon after that event, produced 
an immediate dispersion of the army employed before Moumenabad: 
The affairs of the schismatics now advanced with uncontrouled rapi¬ 
dity ; and the unprincipled zealots of the sect dispersing themselves 
through the east, were enabled to plant their daggers in the bosoms of 
many of the noblest and wisest individuals, who had ventured to op¬ 
pose the progress of their detestable doctrines. The success of the 
Issmauilians was further promoted by the contest which ensued be¬ 
tween the Sultans Burguiauruk, or Burguiaurug, and Mahommed the 
sons ofMHek Shah ; during which the disciplesof Hussun Sabah were 
permitted to reduce the fortresses ofGuirdkbh, andLaumseir. 

Sfiltan Mahommed becoming, however,on the death ofBurguiauruk, 
sole master of his father’s dominions, Ahmedtheson of Nizam-ul-mfilk 
was employed for some time to besiege Almowut: and early in the five 
hundred and eleventh of the Hidjerah, a great force under Ataubek 
Noushtekein Sheirgueir encamped in the neighborhood of that fortress. 
For near twelve months, that chiefcontinued tomaintaimwiththe troops 
of Hussun Sabah, a course of unremitting and obstinate hostilities; but 
as success was beginning to dawn npoo the ensignsof the besiegers, the 
deathofSultan Mahommed was announced in the army 1 of the Ataubek, 
and occasioned as formerly their immediate flight, or dispersion. 

Under Shltan Sdnjur, who next succeeded to the throne of the race 
of Seljuk repeated expeditions continued to be set on foot against the 
Issmauilian chief,with similarsuccess; hostilities beingthus occasion¬ 
ally suspended, and resumed, between the advocates of the orthodox 
belief, and these stigmatized and odious zealots, for a period of consider¬ 
able duration. At length Hussun Sabah had recourse to thefollowing 
device, in orderto terrify his adversaries into forbearance. He seduced 
one of the domestics of Sultan Sunjur to lodge a knife, or dagger, in the 
floor one night, close to the Shltan’s bed. In the morning, when he 
awoke, the monarch beheld the murderous weapon with equal surprize 
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4 nd dismay, but forbore to oomjrpuuicate the circumstance to any body A. H. 4 *s 518 . 
whatever. A few days afterwards, an agent from Hussun Sabah ar- A. D. ton-2 U 24. 
rived at court with the following verbal message from his master. “ If 
“ his designs towards Sultan Sunjur had not been friendly, the knife 
“ which had been seen planted in the floor, might with equal facility 
“ have been sheathed in his bosom”. The mind of Sflltan S.upjur was 
so powerfully wrought upon.by the message, and the circumstance by 
which it had been preceded, that he immediately determined to con¬ 
clude a treaty with the Schismatics, on their engaging not to construct 
any new fortresses, in addition to those already in their possess ion ; not 
to make any further purchases of arms, or equipments for war; and that 
they would, for the future, desist from making proselytes to their fana¬ 
tical doctrines. Hence, the power of Hussun Sabah might with reason 
be affirmed to derive its most important source of augmentation. 

While these events were passing, Husseyne K&yny, one of the ablest 
and most active promoters of the schism, was privately assassinated ; 
and as the act was by many persons laid to the chargeofUstaud Husseyne, 
one of the sons of Hussun Sabah, he was condemned by the impartial 
justice ofhis father to atone with his life for the murder; while another 
son falling under an accusation of drunkenness, for a crime so compara¬ 
tively trivial, was condemned to suffer a similar extremity of punish¬ 
ment: by these examples of severity towards his own blood, it being, 
as it is alleged, the object of Hussun to attest to the world, that his views 
in disseminating the doctrines of Issmauilism, were not influenced by 
any desire to create a splendid establishment for his posterity, but to 
secure an imperishable reward in a future and better world. ; 

In the latter Rebbeia of the year five hundred and eighteen, this 
artful schismatic was seized by his mortal illness ; during which he ap¬ 
pointed one of his disciples, of the nameofGuia Buzurg Oraeyd, to be 
the successor to his power, with theDehdaur Abu Ally, formerly men¬ 
tioned, as his minister of state ; expressly charging them, at the same 
time, in matters of particular moment, in no shape to deviate from the 
counsels of Hussun Kessrauny, another zealous votary of, the sect: 
and on the twenty-sixth of the same month,* he hastened ,to take pos¬ 
session of the abode, which was doubtless prepared for his reception in 
the other world. On authority, said to be entitled to the utmost con- 

* Tenth of J une, A. D. 1124. 
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fidenee, it islastly alleged, fhatduring a period offive and thirty years, in 
which he resided in the fortress of Almowut, Hussun S&bah never once 
appeared without the walls of his impregnable retreat, nor even on the 
terrace of his own dwelling, on more than two particular occasions ; his 
time being entirely devoted to the arrangements of his government, and 
to record the precepts, which he conceived calculated to promote the 
adoption of that code of faith, which he had undertaken to establish. 

Guia Buzurg Omeyd, second ehief of the Issmauilians of Al¬ 
mowut. 

On succeeding to the authority of Hussun Sabah, this person is stated 
to have persevered in all respects,in promoting the odious system esta¬ 
blished by his predecessor; whilehespeciouslyprofessedtobe noother¬ 
wise employed, than to advance the interests of the true faith. He was 
repeatedly engaged in hostilities with theprincesof theraceofSeljuk,in 
which for the most part, his arms were triumphant. The sanguinary 
zealots trained up in the principlesofthe sect, now carried their system of 
assassination to an extent that became truly alarming; many ofthemost 
dignified and elevated individuals perishing under the knife of these 
detestable fanatics, and among others was theKh&JifMfistershid of the 
house of Abbas, as formerly noticed. After all this, and having sus¬ 
tained his power for a period of fourteen years two months and twenty 
days, Guia Bfizfirg Omeyd was suffered to expire, by a tranquil death, 
on the twenty-sixth of the latter Jummaudy, of the five hundred and 
thirty-second of the Hidjerah.* 

Mahommed, the son of Guia Buzfirg Omeyd, third chief of the 
Issmauilians of Almowut, succeeded, in conformity to the will of 
his father, to the government of these odious fanatics ; and like his 
father, by his words and actions evinced the most determined zeal for 
the principles of the sect. Many distinguished persons also perished 
under the dagger of the assasin, during the period of his power, in 
eluding among others the Kh&lif U1 rashid BTllah of the house of Ab¬ 
bas. Notwithstanding these multiplied enormities he continued to reign 
for a period of four and twenty years, eight months, snd eight days, 
and terminated his life in peace, on the third of the former Rebbeia 
®f the five hundred and fifty seventh of the Hidjerah.f 

* Ninth of March, A, D. 1188. t Nineteenth of February, A. D. 1162; 
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IIussiTK the son of Mahomroed, entitled Alla-zekre-hfi-us-salaum, A. H. 557-59. 
(on whose memory be peace) fourth of the chiefs of Almowut. A.P. 1162-6 4. 

This person professing to be a descendant of Miistanser the Fatimite, 
openly laid claim to the honors of the Imaumut; but as the arguments 
of the fanatics in support of such descent, appeared equally remote 
from every sentinjcnt of reason and common sense, the aythor has 
avowedly withheld his pen from enlargingon the subject. 

Be that however as it may, he had no sooner acceded to.sovereign 
power, than his utmost zeal and exertion appear to have been, directed 
Jto subvert the whole system of Isslamism, as established by its cele¬ 
brated founder. Acts the most obviously repugnant to the precepts 
of the sacred code, if not openly encouraged, were suffered to pass 
with impunity, and without interdiction ; ynd while the most daring 
proofs of impiety and infidelity continued to be sanctioned with daily 
increasing contumaciousness by his own example, he proceeded at last, Hnsstm IVtt| 
in thefive hundred and fifty ninth of the Hidjerah, to convoke at Almo- of the chiefs of 
wut an assembly ofthe principal inhabitantsofRhdbaur; forthe purpose Almowut. 
of makinga public avowal of his apostacy, and of his subsitutiou of his 
own impious opinions, for the sacred precepts ofthe Koran. Having, with 
this design, caused a mumber, or tribunal, to be erected in his capital, 
with its fore-part towards the Keblah, or sanctuary at Mekkah, and 
four farge standards, each of a different colour, tobe planted at the four 
corners respecti vely, he on the seventeenth* of the month of Ramzaun, 
ascended this tribunal ;andfromthenceaddressedhisfollowers in a strain 
of incoherent absurdity, which our author further disdains to repeat. 

After this, mixing- with the assembly he invited them without further 
scruple to violate their fast; and proceeded to set them the example,, 
by a liberal indulgence in the article of wine, and by other flagrant 
violations of the most sacred ordinances of the law of Mahommed. 

He impiously concluded by announcing to his people, that the seven¬ 
teenth of Ramzaun was to be observed as a perpetual festival, by 
the name ofthe Eid-e* Keyaum, or feast of the resurrection, or perhaps 
of emancipation; and hence the Issmauilians have been ever since 
branded with the appellation of MCdlauhedah—infidels and atheists. 

• Seventh of August, A. D. 1164. 
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In fine wlien the crimes and licentious enormities of this same Alii 
zekre-hu-ussalaum,had transcended all ordinary bounds of moderation, 
Hussun the son of Naumwur, an orthodox Mfissulroan, although the 
brother of one of his wives, determined on his destruction; and in the 
five hundred and sixty first* of the Hrdjerah, while on a visit to the 
fortress of Laumseir, embraced an opportunity of terminating with his 
knife, the odious existence of this flagitious miscreant, after a reign of 
four years. 

Mahommed the son of Alla-zekre-hft-udsalaum, fifth of the chief* 
of Almowut, immediately succeeded to his father ; whose death at a 
'proper opportunity, he did not fail to avenge on Hussun the son of 
Naumwur. Inhis zeal for the propagation of error and infidelity, andin 
his perseverance in asserting his claims to the Khelaufutand Imaumut, 
or temporal and spiritual supremacy, he even surpassed his predeces¬ 
sors ; and during the protracted period of six and forty years,in which 
he continued to direct their destiny, the enthusiasts devoted to his 
will, shed the blood of many a distinguished believer, and carried con¬ 
fusion and alarm to some of the remotest corners of the earth. He was, 
however, at last taken to the abode of eternal punishment, in the s.x 
hundred and seventh of the Hidjerah.f 

Juli,aul-ud-dein Hussun the son of Mahommed, sixth of the 
chiefs of Almowut. 

Invested with the sovereign authority on the demise of his father* 
this prince, in spite of the pernicious example of his predecessors, ap¬ 
plied himself, with unreniitting ardor and activity, to restore and re-es¬ 
tablish in his dominions the long proscribed system of Issl&m, and to 
evince his abhorrence of the profligate principles of atheism and false 
belief. With these views, his followers were prohibited, under the 
severest penalties, against the commission of any act offensive to the 
laws of the Kor&n ; he re-instated through his whole territory the call 
to prayerbv Mfiezzins, the prescribed courseofsupplication on ordinary 
days, and the more solemn celebration of divine worship by the assem¬ 
bled community, on fridays: and lastly, in every town throughout 
Rfidbaur, he laid the foundation of a bath for ablution,and ofa mosque 
for the adoration of the supreme being. 

•A. D.lies. fA.D. 1210. 



Having furnished these preliminary proofs of sincere conversion to 
the principles of Mahommedism, he dispatched his agents to the 
courtofthe KhalifUlNausser, toSilltan Mahommedking ofKhaurezm, 
and tootherprincesofIssl&m,in ordertoattestthepurityofhisbelief; and 
these sovereigns with their ministers, persuaded of the ,truth ofhis pro¬ 
fessions, hastened to throw open to hi m the usual chan nels of intercourse, 
which had possibly been long closed against the schismatics. The 
oracles of the law, and the ministers of religion, proceeded also to issue 
their Fetvaes, or precepts, to verify the orthodoxy of his principles ; 
conferring upon him, at the same time, the title of Jullaul-ud-dein 
Hussun,No,u-Mdssulmdn —H u ssun, the glory ofthe fai th ,the ne w (born) 
believer. Thus stimulated in his zeal, Jullaul-ud-dein, in the pre¬ 
sence of the most distinguished lawyers and theologians, and other 
leading citizens of Kazvein, proceeded to burn the whole of the ma¬ 
nuscripts of Hussun Sabah, either relating to, or explaining the doc¬ 
trines of the Issmauilians. In addition to these multiplied testimo¬ 
nies of his unfeigned attachment to the laws of the Koran, his 
mother becoming desirous of visiting the sanctuary of Mekkah, he, 
after the example of other monarchs of Isslam, caused her to be accom¬ 
panied by a standard, of beautiful workmanship and costly materials, 
to be deposited in the temple of the Kaaubah ; to which, during 
her journey, a precedence was expressly assigned by the Khalif UI 
Nausser, before those of all the other princes, transmitted for a similar 
purpose. This latter circumstance is at the same time, stated to have 
given to Sultan Mahommed the Khaurezmian,sueh mortal offence, that 
it is supposed to have been one of theprincipal causesof that irreconcile- 
qble animosity, which soon afterwards broke out between himand that 
Khalif. 

Jullaul-ud-dein Hussun had reigned with considerable reputation, 
for eleven years and a half, when he was attacked and carried to his 
grave, by a dysentery ; during the sacred month of Ramzaun* of the 
six hundred and eighteenth ofthe Hidjerah. 

Ala-ud-dein Mahommed the son of Hussun, seventh ofthe 
chiefs of Almowut, 
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Oh his elevation to the authority of his predecessors, this prince had 
only attained to the ninth year of his age; and he appears to have de¬ 
voted the dawn of youth, to the execution of great numbers of his peo¬ 
ple, whom he caused to be put to death, on a suspicion of having ad¬ 
ministered poison to his father. Instead however of emulating the 
Example set before him, in the conduct of the deceased monarch, this 
ill-fated youth relapsed into the absurd and profligate system of his 
forefathers : the schismatics revived their impious and iniquitous prac¬ 
tices ; the law of glory, the institutes of the Kor&n so designated by 
Silahommedans, was once more abolished in Rfidbaur; and the nox¬ 
ious speculations of infidelity and atheism, were suffered to- resume 
their sway. 

Al&-ud-dein had, at all events, assumed into his own hands, and 
exercised the functions of government for along series of years, when 
he took it into his head, without surgical assistance, to open a vein in 
his arm; which he suffered to bleed with so much greater profusion 
than was consistent with either prudence or necessity* that his brain 
became seriously affected. Hence, when any person, ventured to speak 
to him regarding the affairs of his government, in a manner that did not 
exactly»eorrespond with his own distorted views, he immediately put 
him to death : from which it necessarily resulted, that the true state 
of his country was at length entirely withheld from his knowledge, 
And serious disputesarising moreover, towards the close of his reign, 
between him and his son Rokken-ud-dein, the latter, fearful of an at- 
temptagainsthis own, had recourse to the treachery ofa certain Iiussun 
Ma/.anderauny, to take away the life of his father. 

We are further informed that, in the Rouzut-us-suffa, the matter hs 
more circumstantially related in the following terms. For this same 
Hussun Mazanderauny, a Mahommedan by religion, though far ad¬ 
vanced in years, Alla-ud-dein had, it seems, formed a species of at¬ 
tachment, of which our author alleges he should be ashamed that his 
pen should furnish the description ; so that when it was ultimately 
determined on, theman, at the instanceof Rokken-ud-dein might, with 
less scruple, have undertaken the destruction of the capricious profli¬ 
gate. At any rate, one evening while his object, after drinking rather 
freely, lay asleep in a shed of mats and rafters adjoining to a sheep-cot. 
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he embraced his opportunity, and possibly through the slight enclo¬ 
sure, discharged an arrow, which lodged in the throat of the unhappy 
chief, and killed him on the spot. 

This circumstance is stated to have occurred, in the month of Sha- 
vaul, of the six hundred and fifty third of the Hidjerah,* when Alla- 
ud-dtin had held the go.vernment of Almowut, for a period of five and 
thirty years. 

Rokken-U'D-deix Hue, or Knurl Shah the son of Allh-ud-dein, 
eighth and last of the Issmauilian chiefs of Almowut. 

Having succeeded £o authority on the murder of his father, Rok- 
ken-ud-dein, in order to avert from himself the suspicion of having 
been an accomplice in the foul parricide, took care, at an early period, 
to dispatch the instrument of his guilt to the silent chambers of the 
grave. Ilis career was, however, destined to experience but a short 
duration. 

It has been stated on a former occasion, that in the early part of 
the six hundred and fifty-fourth of the Hidjerah,* Hulauku Khaun 
had crossed the Jeyhun. On intelligence of this event, Khur Shah 
was persuaded by the advice of YessurNuvan the Moghul governor 
of Hamadaun, to send his brother Shahinshah to the presence of that 
powerful monarch. On his arrival in the camp of the Eyle, or Aeil 
Khaun ; the title usually conferred by historians on the stern H&lnu- 
kh, Shahin-shah was directed by that prince to announce to his bro¬ 
ther, that he had struck the pen of oblivion through the register of his 
father’s crimes, and those of his misguided adherents; but it was 
expected that he should immediately demolish his castle, and hasten 
to make his appearance in person, in the presence of him, who had 
manifested so conspicuous a proof of his clemency and forbearance. 
With this injunction, so far as to level partof the parapets, or battle¬ 
ments of Meymfindezh, where he then resided, Khur Shah evinced 
a disposition to comply ;.but he was too powerfully restrained by his 
apprehensions, from committing his person to the camp of the invader. 
In consequence of this, Hulauku, on the seventeenth of Shavaul of 
the year just mentioned,f encamped before Meymundezh; of which 
he immediately commenced the siege. On the twenty fifth of the 
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A. H. 654. same month, he made ft general attack upon the place, which appear* 

A D. 1256. tQ h ave jjggjj successfully resisted by the garrison : but the wretched 

ol akhbaur ^ ssmau ^’ an was so'completely Vanquished by his fears, that he sent 
out his son and brother, the following day, in the most abject terms 
to supplicate for mercy. On the twenty-ninth, he descended in per¬ 
son, from his otherwise impregnable retreat, and by an immense offer¬ 
ing, in specie and valuables, endeavored to disarm, or soften the 
Tesentment of the Eylekhaun. That inflexible conqueror committed 
him,however, to the custody of those whose vigilance he was not likely 
to deceive ; while numerous detachments of the army were employed 
to reduce and dismantle the remaining fortresses of the country. In the 
space of a short time, upwards of forty places, of various strength and 
importance, were accordingly compelled to submit to the discretion of 
the Tartar tribes, and immediately levelled with theground. The gar¬ 
risons of Almowut, Laumseiror Laumsher, and Guirdkoh, continued 
however, to resist the authority of Hulauku for some time longer» 
but the two former places ultimately submitting, were, like the preced¬ 
ing captures laid in ruins, leaving the fortress ofGuirdkbh to contend 
alone, against the fearful power of the conqueror. Od the testimony of 
the Tarikhguzeidah, the author here states that the castle, of Almowut 
was erected by Hussun the son of Zaid, or Zeid, the Fatimite prince 
of Tebrestaun, in the time of the Khhlif Mutewukkel, (between the 
23Sd and the 247th of the Hidjerah ;) it is, however, said to have stood 
for a period of four hundred and two years, which would place its 
construction some what later; namely in the 252d of the Hidjerah, and 
in the Khelaufut of U1 Must&yne. 

It will be found further related" in the Rouzut-us-suffk, that when 
Khur Shah had continued to attend the presence of Hulaukti for some 
days, he ventured to request that he might be conveyed to the court 
of Mangh Kaaun ; the third successor of Tchengueiz, and paramount 
sovereign of the Tartar race. Apparently under some degree ofsur- 
prise at such an arrogant, or absurd request, H&laukti determined not¬ 
withstanding to comply with it; and having appointed aguard of Mogh¬ 
uls to attend him on his journey, he dispatched him without delay 
for Turkestaun. The Issmauilian was scarcely across the Am&yaJx, 
• Eighteenth of November, A. D. 1256. 
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or lower Oxu9, before he involved bimselfin a squabble with his guards, 
the soldiers of Hfillaukfi, not improbably with the design of accom¬ 
plishing his escape: he was, however, at length conveyedin safety to the 
city of Karakftm. But, instead of being permitted to proceed to the 
presenceofthegreatKaaun, thewillof that monarch wasthereannounc- 
ed to him through an agent, in the following terms; that having refused 
to deliver up the fortress of Guirdkoh to the troops of his brother, 
notwithstanding his affected professions of allegiance, it behoved him 
to return without delay to his own country ; and that when he had 
atoned for his error, by laying his castle in ruins, he might then be 
permitted to approach the foot of the throne. The unhappy schisma¬ 
tic was accordingly conducted back again to the banks of theOxus; in 
the waters of which he was now destined to terminate his life and mis- 
misfortunes, by the hands of his guards. 

In the mean time, on the departure of Khflr Shah for the interior of 
Tartary, Hhlaukh had proceeded toput todeath every individual whom 
he could discover, of the stock of Guia Bfrzftrg Ommevd ; and by ex¬ 
tirpating every vestige of these impious schismatics, he thus finally 
relieved the hearts of all genuine Mosslems, and of many others but 
remotely connected with them, from the apprehensions under which 
they had beenso long condemned to labour,of the knivesof these fanati¬ 
cal zealots; when, reckoning from the seizure of Almowut by Hussun 
Skbah, in thefour hundred and eighty thirdofthe Hidjerah, theirpower 
had been suffered to exist, for a period of one hundred and seventy one 
unar years. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

I N tracing the origin of the house- of Seljuk, our author, on the 
testimony of those most experienced in discriminating the truths of 
history, and of the traditions of remoter antiquity, proceeds to relate, that 
Vekauk, orDekauk, tjie immediate ancestor of the family, wasan Ameir, 
orofficer of some rank, in the service of Yeghu,or Beghfi, the monarch 
of the Turkish tribes of the Khozzer or 'Khozzez plains, or steppes, 
so often mentioned in the preceding pages, not less distinguished for 
his extraordinary understanding and singular valour, than for his mag¬ 
nificent and splendid spirit; whence he received from the general voice 
of the people among whom he lived, the appellation qf Tetnmir Y&ligh 
.—solid in judgment. On the death of this respectable chief, his son 
Seljuk, then arrived at years of discretion, was taken into particular 
favor by the Tartar sovereign, who conferred upon him the title of Be- 
saushy, or leader of his armies; and who otherwise advanced him in 
rank and power to that degree, that on some occasion during a visit to 
the most sacred part of his master’s palace, he presumed to arrogate a 
superiority over the royal children, and the princesses of the Haram. 
Such arrogance produced, accordingly, in one of the wives of the Khau. 
gan, so much dissatisfaction, that the whole of her influence with her 
husband, was immediately exerted to destroy the credit of his favorite 
general. Seljuk, however, soon observing, that the monarch, by some 
means orotber, had concei ved aprejudice to his disadvantage, embraced 
an early opportunity of withdrawing, with the whole of his family and 
followers, to the territory of Samarkand. 

On his arrival in the vicinity of JCmd, on the Seyhfln or Jaxartes, 
his bosom becoming suddenly irradiated by the splendid truth of the 
unity of the divine being, he in a short time afterwards, together with 
all his family and dependants, embraced Issl&m; and he employed him¬ 
self, with exemplary attention, to study the pages of the Kor&n, and the 
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institutes of that profession of faith which was propagated by the seal 
' of the prophecy. His followers continued at the same time to increase 
in numbers and reputation, until at length his residence became the asy- 
lumofthe princes, and most distinguished inhabitants of the surrounding 
regions; so that having finally triumphed over the arms of Eylek Khaun, 
he proceeded to fix his abode in the neighborhood of Bokhara. 

With other blessings heaven had at different times made Seljuk the 
father of four sons; Meykaeil, Issraeil, Mussa, and Yeghu. Of these 
the eldest, Meykkeil, had in the flower of life perished by an arrow 
shot, leaving two infant children, ToghrelBeg Mahommed, andTehegh- 
er Beg Daoud ; and these two grandsons, on whose education he bes¬ 
towed considerable attention, he declared to be his heirs. 

After the death of their grandfather, the two brothers exhibited such 
distinguished proofs of sagacity and intelligence, that they soon out¬ 
stripped all rivalry; and the wars which, with occasional intermissions 
of truce, they maintained with the-princes of Transoxiana, extended 
the renown of their magnificence, and martial prowess, to the remotest 
limits of the East. Among other monarchs to whom the voice of fame 
had circulated the renown of the sons of Seljuk, was Sultan MahmCid of 
Gheznein, who expressed his desire that one of the illustrious frater¬ 
nity might visit his court; on which Issrae il the son of Seljuk, the 
uncle of the young prince, proceeded to the presence of Mahmtid’ 
from whom fie experienced a distinguished and honorable recep¬ 
tion. On this occasion, placing the illustrious stranger on the throne 
beside himself, Mahmud is said, in the course of conference, to have 
demanded, in the event that an emergency might arise in which he 
should require it, what number of cavalry they were able to send to 
his assistance ? Issraeil, who had a couple of arrows in the quiver 
suspended to his shoulder, laid one of them before the monarch, and 
told him that if he transmitted that arrow to the residence of his tribe, 
his orders would be attended by one hundred thousand horse. The 
Sfiltan again demanded what, jf more were required ? “ this” replied 
the son ot Seljuk, placing the second arrow in the hands of Mahmfld, 
“ will bring fifty thousand more to thy support; ” and the Sultan de¬ 
manding a third time what, if still more were necessary ta assure his 
saiety, the Seljukian laid the quiver before him, and assured him that 
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u^akhbaiir. hundred thousand horse would speed to his assistance. Upon this, 
becoming suddenly jealous of the multitudinous force of the Seljtik- 
ians, in the very midst of the festivities with which he had hitherto 
entertained him, he condemned his unoffending guest to imprisorinient 
in the fortress of Kali njaur; where he continued to the day of his death. 

The statement however, that Stilt an Mahmtid suffered the race of 
Seljtik to cross the Jeyhtin, and assigned them a place of residence in 
Khorassaun, in order to obtain possession of their property, is denied 
on the authority of the Rouzut-us-suffti ; the fact being, as formerly 
alleged, that the two warlike brothers did not pass the Oxus until the 
subsequent reign of Mtisstioud 1 : when they chose for their abode'the 
territory adjacent to the cities of Nissa and Abiwerd, dispatching to-the 
same Mtisskoud assurances of their allegiance, and entire submission 
to hisauthority. The intrusiveestablishment ofthese formidaMestran- 
gers in the province of Khorassaun, was however consonant neither with 
the policy nor inclinations ofSuitan Musstipud; and heaccordingly inti¬ 
mated in a letter which he dispatched in answer to these assurances, 
that it might perhaps better suit the circumstances of the race of Sel- 
jtik, not to place themselves within therangeof his pen. In ©therwords, 
that they would do well to remove from the territories subject to his 
Authority. This reply determined the two chiefs to enter upon imme¬ 
diate hostilities with Mtisstioud ; and on the pertext of providing the 
necessary resources they proceeded without further scruple to invade 
the property of the unprotected inhabitants. The armies of Muss- 
&Oud were repeatedly employed to oppose the adventurers, but were 
toriApeiled in almost every conflict, to yield to the superior prowess of 
the two brothers. So that in a period comparatively short, the wholeof 
Khorassaun being subjugated to his power, Toghrel Beg, in the begin¬ 
ning of the month of Mohurrrm of the 429th of the llidjerah,* and in 
the ancient city of Neyshaptir, the then capital of the province, publicly 
assumed the sovereign dignity, introducing his own name and titles 
into the coinage and Khotbah of the country. 

Stiltah Rokken-ud-dein Toghrel Beg M a hommed son of Mey- 
fc&eil, 1st monarch of the Seljucides or race ol Seljtik. 

•October A. D. 1037. 
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Having thts encircled his brows with the tiara of sovereign power, 
Toghrel Beg applied himself with laudable assiduity to regulate the 
affairs of his new government. II is brother, Tohegher Beg Daoud, was 
in the mean time detached to reduce Herat, which was consigned on 
its subjugation by that prince, to the management of one of his uncles, 
while he proceeded in person to Merfi ; where he also assumed the 
functions of royalty, and is said to have distinguished himself by 
abolishing the iniquitous usages of tyranny and injustice. Sultan 
Muss&oud of'Gheznein advancing, however, in the course of the same 
year towards Khorassaun with a very formidable army, the brothers 
united their troops to oppose him, and were again victorious. 

On the death of the same Saltan Mussaoud, whieh took place as 
formerly described, in the four hundred and thirty third ofthe Hidjerah, 
the city of Balkh, and the province of Khaurezm were both united to 
the conquests of the grandsons of Seljuk ; after which Toghrel Beg, 
conducting his troops into the territory of Jfirjaun and from thence to 
itey, in less than a twelve month made himself master of the whole of 
Persian Irak. 

In the four hundred and forty seventh*of the Hidjerah, we have also 
already seen that Toghrel Beg proceeded to Baghdad ; where he re¬ 
ceived trom tne KhaleifahUl Kaeim the tide of Rokken-ud-dein, Ye- 
mein-e-Ameir-ul-mowmenein —pillar of the true faith, ond right hand 
of the commander of the faithful. His name was at the same time 
introduced into the Khotbah in the very metropolis of Issl&m. 

In the course of four hundred and fifty three,f although the circum¬ 
stance was formerly stated to have occurred in the four hundred and 
fiftieth of the Hidjerah,Toghrel Beg was recalled from the prosecution 
ofhis conquests on the Euphrates, by the defection of his half brother, 
Ibrauhim Niaul; who had suddenly quitted western Ir&k, and marched 
to take possession of Hamadaun. The Seljftkian monarch proceeded 
without delay into Persian Ir&k ; and being joined, in due time, by his 
nephew Alep Arslan, with a numerous and powerful army from Khojf«*- 
assaun, he hastened to give battle to the insurgent; who was soon af¬ 
terwards totally defeated, taken prisoner, and immediately putto death-, 
•A. Di055. f A.D. 1M1. 
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A. H. 453-5T. Toghrd Beg then dismissing his warlike nephew for Khorassaun, re- 
A. P. tooi-65- turned straight to Baghdad ; where he succeeded in relieving the Kha- 

*iakhba* Ut " K&eim from the usurpation of Bessaussery, and in restoring 

ur '- him to his nominal power. 

In the four hundred and fifty fifth of the Hidjerah, at the age of se- 
ventyvToghrel Beg determined to espouse the daughter of U1 Kaeim, 
but deferred the consummation of his union until his arrival at Rey, 
for which city he accordingly took his departure. On reaching that 
placehe was, however, attacked by a violent dysentery; of which, in the 
month of Ramzaun,* he expired after a glorious reign of six and twenty 
years. 

SultanEzzed-ud-dein AbflShujia Alep Arslan M4H0MMED,th» 
son of Tchegher Beg, second monarch of the race of Seljfik. 

On the death of his uncle, this prince repaired into Persian Ir&k, and 
immediately succeeded to the whole of his dominions, now extending 
from the river Jeyhun to the Tigris. 

At the commencement of his reign Alep Arslan was prevailed upon 
Alep Arslan r 1 

I Id monarch of the t0 i m P r ‘ SOI i the minister of his predecessor, Abfi Nasser Kendery ; 

lace of Seljftk, and ultimately to put him to death, at the instance of Nizam-ul-mulk 

Hussun the son of Isshack, the Tussite, the celebrated Vezzeir of the 

house of Seljuk ; to whom the office of first minister of state was now 

committed with an almost unlimited discretion. A discretion which 

he exercised with a prudence that has Consecrated his memory to the 

veneration of succeeding ages. 

Among the most important ofthe events by which the reign of Alep 
Arslan was distinguished, must not be forgotten the invasion of his ter» 
ritories by the Greek emperor of Constantinople,(Romanus Diogenes 
the husband of Eudociaf) with an army estimated at three hundred 
thousand horse, and an equipment formidable in proportion. This 
powerful armament, which had advanced into Armenia, the Seljftkian 
monarch, relying upon his favor who dispenses all good, is stated to 
have opposed, and defeated, with a force which did not exceed twelve 
thousandmen. Caesar, onhisdiscomfiture,waspursuedby Gouher Ay- 
ein,one of the generals of his triumphant adversary, and ultimately taken 

-* Sept. 10C3. +-Vide Gibbon’s Roman empire. Vol. Xtb, octavo edition. 
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prisoner by a Maumlfik, or military slave, by whom he was securely 
conducted to the camp of Alep Arslan. On this subject, it is described 
as a remarkable circumstance, that at a muster of his troops, taken by 
order of the Sultan previous to the battle, the person employed in re¬ 
gistering the names of the soldiers hesitated to take down that of the 
slave in question, on account of his very feeble and defective exterior; 
until Saud-ud-dein one of the Sultan’s lieutenants called out to enrol 
him, observing that peradventure the Roman emperor might be des¬ 
tined to become his captive ; little suspecting that the event which he 
thts unconsciously predicted, would actually come to pass. 

Be this however as it may, when he was conducted by Gouher Ayeitt 
to the presence of his conqueror, the captive monarch is said to have 
prostrated himself to the earth, to have offered every apology, and ill 
humble terms to have implored forgiveness for the aggressions of which 
he had been guilty. Alep Arslan is stated on the other hand, to have 
generously obliterated the record of his offences; to have demanded one 
ofhis daughters in marriage for his son Melek Arslan ; and to have 
freely and honorably, permitted him to return to his own dominions. 

A revolt set on foot by an insurgent of the name of Jazzua, in the 
latter part of the four hundred and fifty seventh of the Hidjerah, de¬ 
manded the presence of Alep Arslan on the confines ofKhaurezm ; 
which was perhaps the true cause that diverted him from the prose¬ 
cution of his advantages against the Greek emperor. He proceeded 
however toattack the rebel, whoopposed himatthe headofthirtythous- 
and horse; but who was defeated with great loss and entirely expelled 
the province, which was now conferred upon Arslan Shah, another of the 
sons of the Selj'ukian. The victorious monarch proceeded, on his re¬ 
turn, to visit the shrine of Ally Ruzza the eighth Imaum, at Mushhed ; 
and continuing his journey to Raudegan, he there encamped on one 
of the 'salubrious and agreeable spots with which that district abound*. 
At this place he summoned to his presence from all parts of the empire, 
the different governors and principal Ameirs; and when, in concurrence 
withhisorders, anumerous and respectable assembly of his nobles had 
been thus formed, he caused his favorite son, Melek Shah, to seat him¬ 
self on a throne ofgoltl erected for the purpose ; and there called upon 
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All classes of his people to’pledge their allegiance to t;hat accomplished 
prince, as the immediate successor to his dominions. 

Proceeding to the banks of the Oxns, towards the close of his reign, 
with the design of reducing the countries to the Eastward of that river, 
Tfussuf Kotewaul, the governor of the fortress of Berzem or Nerzern, 
which had recently submitted.to his troops, was introduced to f the 
presence of Alep Arslan ; and as theireplies which he received to cer- 
tain interrogatories that he conceived it expedient to propose to the 
captive chief, were such as ill became his situation, the monarch gave 
orders that he should be put to death; but the Kotewaul, disengaging 
himself from his guards, suddenly drew a knife from his boot, and 
made directly for the Sultan’s person ; the attendants rushing at the 
same time to seize the assassin. In this dilemma, Alep Arslan called 
upon them to forbear, and relying upon his known and singular skill 
in archery, fixed an arrow to his bow and discharged it for the person 
of his assailant. As providence would have it, the royal shaft which 
had hitherto never erred, now flew wide of its object, and the infuriated 
chief being thus permitted to approach the person of the Sfiltan, suc¬ 
ceeded in inflicting his mortal wound; nay further, two thousand armed 
attendants who guarded the entrance to theimperial pavilions, dispersed 
in dismay at the appearance of the murderer with the blood stained 
knife in his hand, and suffered him to pass without molestation ; al¬ 
though he was ultimately dispatched by a Eerraush, or tent pitcher, 
who killed him with a blow of his mallet. 

This renowned and warlike monarch was born on Friday the second 
of Mohurrim of the four hundred and twenty first of the Hidjerah ;* 
had administered the government of Khorassaun with royal authority 
for two years j for his uncle Toghrel Beg; and on the death of thatpriuca 
succeeded to the whole of his possessions from the Tigris to the Oxus, 
which he governed with absolute sway and singular ability, for a 
period of ten years. His death took place in the four hundred and 
sixty fifth of the Hidjerah^" when he had attained to the age of forty- 
four. It is moreover added, that by his dauntless intrepidity, in^ 
flexible justice, and liberality of disposition, he acquired the universal 


* Xiuth -oi January, 1030. f A, D. 1073. 



Aspect and admiration of mankind, A formidable exterior derived* A. H. 4 QSl. 
from nature he contrived to render more striking by a beard of singular A - p - 1073 - 
growth and thickness, and by wearing a tiara of extraordinary height, K j ho Jj^ !, " t ~ 
exhibiting from the apex of his coronet to the point of his beard, a mea¬ 
surement of two guzz, or something less than four feet. In short he 
is represented to have given to his head and neck, as far as possible, the’ 
resemblance of the royal animal whose name he bore ; Alep Arslan 
in the Tartar language signifying the great, as Kuzzul Arslan does the 
red lion. The extent of his power and the splendor of his court may 
l>e further attested by the circumstance, that twelve hundred kings, 
princes, and the sons of princes, were known on some occasions to stand 
before his throne. 

Sdltan MAezz-ud-dein Abul Futtab Meeek shah the son of Alep 
Arslan, third monarch of the race ofSeljAk. 

Through the dictates of his father’s will, and the exertionsof Nizam- 
ul~mAlk the celebrated VeZzeir, this prince, notwithstanding 'the prior 
claims of his elder brother, became established on the throne ofTogh- Melee Shah, 
relBeg; and the preference appears to have been immediately sancti- of § e ”j^ k e rai '® 
onedby the-authority of the Khalif Ul Kaeim, who transmitted to Him 
the title of Jullaul-ud-doulah,Kesseim-e-Ameir-ul-moumenein—g/o- 
ry of the state, associate , or perhaps, participating in the power of the 
commander of the faithful. 

At the commencement of his reign he was however compelled to 
vindicate his rights, with the sword, against his uncle Kauerdor Kadrft, 
or Kldrid, the son of TehegherBeg; who held the government of Ker- 
maun,and who now openly declared against his authority. TheSAltan 
proceeded into Irak Ajem with the army of Khorassaun, to opppose 
the insurgent, and in the neighborhood of Guirje or Kerje, brought him 
to a decisive battle ; which, after a dreadful conflict of three days and 
as many nights, terminated in the defeat and captivity of Kauerd. 

Shortly after his achievement of this important victory , the minister 
Nizam-ul-mAlk was urged by the principal officers of the army, with 
importunities for an advancement of their pav, accompanied with an 
intimation that if their demands were not complied with, it might have 
a tendency not very remote, to .change the destiny of the vanquished 
rebel. Nizam-ul-mfflk, for the present, appeased their clamours by a 
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trived that very night, by a dose of poison, to remove his uncle out of 

the way of danger. Next day, when the mercenary chiefs renewed their 
clamours with the minister, he informed jhem, that in consequence 
of his uncle’s having made away with himself, by means of some poi¬ 
son concealed in the signet of his ring, the Sfiltan was so deeply affected 
that he had not been able to find an opportunity of laying their de¬ 
mands before him : apiece of intelligence which so effectually silenced 
them, that they ceased to trouble him further with the slightest hint on 
the subject of their pay. 

In the four hundred and sixty seventh* of the Hidjerah, Stillman 
the son of Kuttulmesh, the son of Issraeil, of the race of Seljuk, and 
the founder of the Anatolian branch of this family, was employed by 
M£lek Shah in the reduction of Syria; which hesu cceeded in accomplish¬ 
ing to the city of Antioch. And in the year four hundred and seventy 
onefbythe capture of Sfiliman IChaun the sovereign of that territory, 
the government of Transoxianh was united to the dominions of M61ek 
Shah; who conveyed his prisoner to Isfahaun, at this period apparently, 
the metropolis of the race of Seljuk. 

During this expedition it was, that the hire of the boatmen, who plied 
on the Oxus, was discharged on the part of Nizam-ul-mfilk by an order 
on the collections of Antioch; and, when the Sultan on the appeal of 
the people to his justice, against wha~t appeared to them so gross an 
evasion of their demands, required from his minister an explanation 
of his conduct, the latter replied that his object was nothing further, 
than to make known to future generations, that his masters power ex¬ 
tended from the Oxus to the Orontes. The reply was flattering to the 
ambition of this illustrious monarch, and his minister contrived to sa¬ 
tisfy the demands of the watermen, by purchasing their notes for well- 
told gold. Before he quitted Tranoxian&, on the same occasion, Mfelek 
Shah espoused the princess Tfirkan Kh&tun, daughter ofTemghauje 
Khaun, the son of Boghra Khaun, monarch of Kashghhr ; by whom 

t A. D. 1078. 
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nbme years afterwards, namely, on the twenty fifth of Rudjubofthe four A. H. 471-^ 
hundred and seventy ninth of the Hidjerah,* he became at the station A ' D -1078-82-, 
cffSenjaur in Mesopotamia the father of Sultan Sunjur. 

Led by an ardent disposi tion to visit di fferentnations and places ofabode, 

M&lek Shah is described, by the plurality of historians, to have twice 
Aurveyed the whole of his vast dominions, extending from Antioch to 
the city of Ouzkund, near the sources of the Seyhun, or Jaxartes; 
comprizing about twelve degrees of latitude, and thirty four of long¬ 
itude. In the four hundred and eighty first of the Hidjerah he per- 
•formed the pilgrimage to Mekkah, marking the course of his journey 
■by various acts of piety and beneficence v by abolishing the impositions 
usually exacted on the pilgrims ; and by constructing on the desert a 
variety of caravanserais, with numerous wells and cisterns, for the 
accommodation of the weary traveller. 

While he was engaged in his last circuit to a distant part of his do¬ 
minions, it is further stated, that his country was menaced with an 
in vasion on the part of theemperorofConstantinople; who, ifthis circum¬ 
stance be true, must have been Alexius I. the father of Anna Comnena 
the historian. The Persian monarch hastened to oppose and chastise 
the aggression ; but while the two hostile armies lay for some time 
encamped atno great distance from each other, M6lek Shah, proceeding 
one day slightly attended, to take the amusement of the chase, unex- 
pectedlyfell in with a patrol .of the Greek emperor’s troops, and became 
their prisoner. In this dangerous dilemma he could only charge his 
attendants to beware of paying him the slightest mark of respect; on 
the contrary to treat him exactly like one of themselves. 

Ilis master’s misadventure was speedily made known toNizam-uI- 
mulk ; who proceeded, as if nothing had happened, to place a guard 
at evening over the imperial quarters, and to circulate the report that, 
the Sultan was safe returned, after his usual recreation. Next day he 
repaired, however, to the camp of the Constantinopolitan, as if he were 
the bearer of an embassy from his court; and he was accordingly soon 
admitted to an audience with the Greek emperor, who condescended 
to solicit an accommodation of their differences; to which the minister 

* Fourth of November, 1086 . 
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A. H. Wins, without much difficulty assented. On this, as if every material point 
A. D. 1 Q 78 92 . had been satisfactorily adjusted, Caesar proceeded to inform the affl- 
K^au.u, bassador, that several Persians who had fallen into the hands of his 
troops ,were at that moment prisoners in his camp ; to which, affect¬ 
ing to treat the matter with entire indifference, Nizam-ql-miHk replied 
that it was a circumstance, of which, when he left the presence of his 
sovereign, they were not aware, and most probably that these prisoners 
were people of ho kind of note whatever. They were now ushered in 
by the emperor’s directions, and gratuitously delivered over to the 
ambassador ; by whom, while under the observation of the Greeks, 
they were addressed in terms of asperity, and sharply reprimanded for 
their incaution and neglect of discipline. Whefti they were, however, 
at aconsiderable distance on their return, Nizam-ul mftlk dismounted 
from his horse ; and kissing the stirrup of his emancipated sovereign, 
with his face to the earth besought his forgiveness for any mark of dis¬ 
respect, with wh,ich, under the circumstances of the moment, he had 
affected to treat him. The Sultan, after loading his faithful and ac¬ 
complished Vezzeir with caresses, rejoined his camp in safety without 
further accident. 

Subsequent to this felicitous enlargement, hostilities were resumed 
between MGlek Shah and the Greek emperor, who became in his turn 
theprisonerofhisillustriousadversary; and his eyes no sooner fell upon 
his conqueror, than he recognized and briefly addressed him in these 
words: “ If thou art a king thou wilt freely forgive the past; if a mer¬ 
chant, sell me ; if a butcher, put me to death.” “I am a king” replied 
the magnanimous Melek Shah ; and with that immediately setting him 
at large, he sent him home in safety to his own dominions. But is be 
died shortly afterwards, the countries which acknowledged the autho¬ 
rity of the Greek (the Anatolian peninsula most probably) if the author 
js entitled to credit, were transferred by the Seljukian monarch to his 
kinsman, Suliman the son of Kuttulmesh, thegovernorofSyria. There 
is at the same time a probability, that the whole of this transaction 
may refer to what took place at an earlier period, between Alep Arslan 
gnd the emperor Romanus Diogenes, as described by .Gibbon, 

Towards the conclusiqn of the reign of Melek Shah, some serious 
discussions having arisen between the princess Turkan Khatun, who 
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##ffe&tored to secure the succession for her son Mahmfid, and the min¬ 
ister Nizam-ul-mfllk, who was equally strenuous in behalf of Sftitan 
fettrguiaurug, that ambitious female availed herself of the intercourse 
which she held with her husband, to.calumniate and misrepresent the 
actions of his virtuous and faithful servant; accusing him of having 
distributed the honorsandemolumentsofthe empire between his twelve 
sons; and of having thus effectually excluded the whole of the other 
nobility and members ofhis court, from the advantages towhich they 
wereentitled underthe influence oftheir master’s grandeur. Theseinsin- 
nations artfully repeated, at last produced anentire change in the disposi¬ 
tion of the Stiitan towards his Vezzeir; to whom,when his jealousy had 
been sufficiently awakened, he sent a message to require, that if he con¬ 
sidered himself in effect his competitor for the monarchy, he should 
without further evasion'd^elare it. But if not, he desired to know what 
Were his views in disposing of the different governments of the empire 
among li is own children, withoutconsulting the pleasure of his sovereign; 
or on what grounds he presumed to exercise such arbitrary interference 
in every department of the state ? In the mean time it behoved him to 
understand, that if from that moment he scrupled to recede from his 
arrogant pretensions, the turban would be struck from bis head, and his 
inkstand transferred to another. To this Nizam-ul-m41k resolutely re¬ 
plied, tliatby an irrevocable destiny his turban and inkstand, and the 
throne and tiara ofhis sovereign, were inseparably united; and that 
the stability of these four things reciprocally depended one upon the 
other. The messengers who conveyed the reply were further prevailed 
Upon, by the vindictive queen,, to add such other aggravating circum¬ 
stances, as produced the last degree of irritation in the mind of the 
Sultan ; by whom the Yizzaurut was immediately transferred to Tauje- 
ul-mulk Abhl GhanJhum tbe Kommite, the Diwaun or steward oP 
tbe household of Turkan K ha tun, with instructions- to commence 
without delay a rigorous investigation into the conduct of Nizam-ul-’ 
mtilk. M61tek Shah had in the mean time quitted -Isfahatfh on his 
way to Baghdad, and the discarded minister was already in motion to 
follow; when in the month of Ramzaun of the four hundred and eighty 
fifth of the Hidjerah,* that aged and princely Vezzeir was mortally 

* October, X. D. 1092. 
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wounded* by the knife of one of the detestable fanatics 1 n the service 
of Hussun S&bah, suborned to the act, by Tauje-ul-mulk the nenT 
minister. Nizam-ul-mulkexpired the ensuingday, and is here affirmed 
to have been the first who fell a victim to the atrocious system of pri¬ 
vate assassination established by the chief of Almowut. His body was 
taken back, and committed to the grave at Isfahaun ; and from some 
verses on his death bed addressed to his sovereign, intreating his pro-* 
tectjon for his children, he represents himself to have attained to the- 
advanced age of ninety three- 

It is further stated on the authority of the Rouzut-us-suff&, that 
when eleven years of age, this distinguished minister could recite from 
memory the whole of the Koran ; and that at a very early period of Ilia 
life, he had attained to considerable eminence in the system of tmaum 
Shafei, the founder of the third sect. From the numerous charitable 
and benevolent establishments, which he founded and carried to a com* 
pletion, throughout the empire, particularly at Isfahaun, Baghdad, and. 
Bassorah, it is not surprising that his memory should have been long 
held in veneration. One noble monument, the Nizammiah college at 
Baghdad, stood for ages a memorial of his liberal regard for science; and 
became early celebrated in an eminent degree by the lectures there de¬ 
livered by the Imaums Abfi Ishack the Shirauzite, and Ghazauly, both, 
renowned as the most distinguished doctors of the age in which they 
lived. 

But without further expatiating on the unbounded liberality, and 
magnificent spirit of this celebrated minister, we shall proceed to state 
that in this his last journey, MelekShah arrived at Baghdad on the 24th 
of Ramzaun ; and that, while pursuing his favorite amusement of the ; 
chase, he was taken ill in the field, on the third ofthesueeeedingmonth 
of Shavaul,* and compelled to return to the metropolis of the Khalifs, 
under great distress and depression of mind. At the expiration of 
eighteen days only, from the death ofNizam-ul-mtilk he, finally, ex¬ 
changed the trappings of earthly glory, for the silent mansions of 
the dead. 

Sultan t Melek Shah thus expired, after a splendid and prosperous 
jeign of twenty years, at the early age of thirty eight. In his persoft 

* Fifth of November, A. D. 1092* 
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ihel* described to have been as handsopie, as he was indisposition vir- A. H. 48ft-. 
tuous and engaging. During the whole of his reign, which was distin- A - 1092 ‘ 
guished by his uniform love of justice (the noble argument *>f a mon- Kholaussut- 
arch’s praise,) he studied, with unabated Zealand diligence, to promote ul ‘ atlll,dur ' J 
the prosperity, theembellishment, the security of his dominions; which r 
was abundantly attested by the numerous charitable establishments, 
the plantations, gardens, and the fortresses, which covered and adorned 
every province oftheempire. The learned of every class and profession 
he supported and encouraged in their pursuits, by enlarged and liberal 
salaries. His love of the chace has been already adverted to'; and it i» 
but justice to add, that for every animal which bled by his own hand* 
he invariably gave to the poor a dinaur of gold ; and the immensity of 
his equipments may be in some measure estimated from the circum¬ 
stance thati whether stationary or on the march, his person was nevera 
attended by less than forty seven thousand cavalry. To him, not only 
his immediate relatives, but many who werestrangers to his blood, wt ;e 
indebted for their advancement to the highest gradations of power < 
and dignity. Among the former, it has already been seen, that he con¬ 
ferred the province of Rum, or Anatolia, upon Sdliman the. son of Kut- 
tulmesh, the founder of the Anatolian Seljhcides, Sultans of Iconium; 
as he did that of Kermaun, on Shltan Shah the sonof Kauerd, or Kadrft; 
and part of Syria he bestowed upon his brother Tennesh. Among 
the latter, he gave thekingdom of Khaurezm toNoushtekein, orNoush- 
teggin Gherjah, the founder of the Khaurezm-Shahies; Aleppo to Kel- 
leim-ud-dpulah Auksunkur ; Mossule to Tehegger or Juggermesh ; 

Hussun Keyfaur to Artek ; Mardein to Auktemmdr; and Farss to 
Rokken-ud-doulah Khomaurtekein. And the possessions thus distu- 
buted, remained with these chiefs and their posterity for many gener- > 
ations afterwards, According to Mr. Gibbon, he illustrated the sixth 
year of his reign by the adoption, into the Mahommedan chronology*. . 
of a new aera, called after him that of Mfelek Shah, which commenced, 
as stated by the same eloquent historian, on the authority of Dr. Hyde, 
on the fifteenth of March, A. D. 1079; corresponding nearly with 
the eleventh of Ramzaun, of the four hundred find seventy first if . 

$he Hidjcrah. 
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SAltan Rokken-ud-dein AbAl mhzuffur BtrRGtrrAttRirfe, Kesseira- 
e-Aroeir-ul-mouinenein, the son of MMek Shah, iburth monarch of 
the race of Seljfik. 

At thte period of his father’s death this prince was residing at Isfa- 
haun, -and appears to have been considered the legitimate successor to 
the dominions of the house of SelyStk ; but the princess Turkan Khhtfin 
ahd her son Mahmtid, being immediately on the spot at Baghdad, she 
availed herself of the opportunity to solicit from the Khalif Mftkteddy, 
a patent for the succession, in favorofthe same Mahmud. The Khalifat 
first resisted her application, but being prevailed upon by her importuni¬ 
ties, and by the receipt of a very large sum of money, he ultimately con¬ 
ferred upon Mahmiid the title of royalty. On which a force was imme¬ 
diately dispatched by the ambitious dowager for Isfahaun, in order to 
secure the person of Burgniaurftg. 

That prince, through the assistance of some of the domestics of Ni- 
zam-ul-mrftlk, was however enabled to effect his escape, and to join 
his governor, or A'tabek, AmeirTukkiishtekein ; who conveyed himin 
safety toRey, and there publicly seated him on the throne of his father. 
Shortly afterwards, Thrfean Kh&thn conducted her son into Isfahaun, 
and with equal solemnity proceeded to encircle bis brows with the di¬ 
adem of sovereign power: but Sultan Burguiaurftg approaching to 
attempt the metropolis of his family, at the head of twenty thousand 
horse, an accommodation was brought to pass between him and his 
stepmother, the dowager queen; by which, on the payment offrve hun¬ 
dred thousand dinaurk* from his father’s effects, he consented to with¬ 
draw from the siege of Isfahaun, and retire to the northward. 

Burguiaurug was, however, no sooner on his march for Hamadauir, 
on receipt of his money, than the artful dowager prevailed upon 
Ameir Issm&eil, his raaternahincle, on the promise of her hand, to com¬ 
mence hostilities against hisnephew; with whom,in themonth of Ram- 
zaun of the year four hundred and eighty six,f he came accordingly 
to a Well contested, and obstinate battle. Issm&eil was however de¬ 
feated, and taken prisoner by the troops of the Sultan, and immmedi- 
ately put to death.- In the succeeding month of Shavaul Burguiaur&g 
* 183,3331. 6s. 8d. at the lowest computation. t October, A.'D. 1093. 



nevertheless compelled to quit the field V another onofe, Araeiir 
Tennesh the son qf Alep Arslan; with whom being unable to contend, 
|ie now retreated, as it would appear towards Isfahajun. Fortunately 
about this period the princess Tftrkan Khatun had ceased to exist; and 
Shltau Mahmud proceeding to meet Burgoiauriig, on bis.’arrival in the 
neighborhood, the two ; brothers entered l-sfahaun together in a v.ety 
amicable manner. But some qf the chiefs attached to the interests of 
Sultan Mahmud, in order to evince their zeal, proceeded to arrest the 
person of Rurguiaurug, and were about to deprive him. of sight, 
when Mahmud was suddenly attacked by the small pox, which termln- 
ated his existence. Burguiaurhg immediately relieved from con¬ 
straint by the conspirators, and restored to his authority. 

Thus at leisure to attend to the affairs of his government, the Sftkan 
proceeded to attest his gratitude for the services of the father, by con¬ 
ferring the dignity of the Vizzaurut upon Muey.ud-ul-mfklk,. the son 
of Nizam-ul-mulk. But Fakher-ul-muik another son of the cete- 
brated vezzeir’s, arriving from Khorassaun a few days afterwards, 
Burguiaurug, for reasons which are not explained, cancelled his re¬ 
cent appointment, and transferred it to the new-comer. He then hast* 
ened with his army to bring to a .decision his contest with AmetT 
Tennesh; whom, after a considerable struggle, 1 he finally defeated and 
killed. Another uncle still survived to dispute his authority ; Arslan 
Shah the sou of Alep Arslan, who had declared against him in Ktunh- 
assaun ; and he was marching to that .quarter, when the insurgent 
was suddenly put to death, by a youth whom he attempted to force to 
his libidinous and detestable propensities; an event which confirmed 
Burguiaurug in possession of Khorassaun, without the hazard of a con¬ 
flict. After a short residence in that province, he consigned the go¬ 
vernment to his brother Sunjur, and returned into Irak. 

. While the Sultan was absent in Khorassaun on this occasion, Mfi- 
eyud-ul-mdlk, the discarded Vezzeir, had availed himself of the op¬ 
portunity, to infuse the spirit of revolt into another of the imperial line, 
of the name of Atriz, who had succeeded in assembling an army in 
Irak, and was at this period marching for Rey. But on reaching Skvrah 
on his way to that metropolis, this prince was also treacherously cut off, 
hy one of the fanatics of Almowut. Mfteyud-ul-mulk now directed 
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498 -4. ihnicbuide to the city o^Kenjah, the residence of Mahommed the son 
A. P . 1090-iiQi. 0 f Melek Shah ; whom he next prevailed upon to engage in hostilities 
*'/ l< kbb« Ut * a ^ a * nst brother. Shavaul of the year four hundred and ninety 

two,* the royal brothers were accordingly hastening to bring their dif- 
•ferences to the decision of a battle ; when the generals or principal 
•Ameirs of Burguiaurug’s court, Offended with the conduct of Mejid- 
'ul-mfilk the mustouffy, or controller or auditor of the exchequer, 
because he had presumed to withhold their emoluments, sought to 
put thatminister to death; and as he fled for protection to the presence, 
the exasperated chiefs pursued, and cut him to pieces before the eyes 
of their sovereign. Alarmed at this flagrant proof of audacity, and of 
defiance to his authority, the Sultan privately withdrew from the Ko- 
hestaun of Irhk, and fled to Rey ; which placed his brother Mahom- 
-med without further obstacle on the throne of Ir&k Ajem ; and the 
prime ministry, as might have been expected from the gratitude of his^ 
prince, was now lodged in the hands of Mfieyud-ul-mulk. 

Having contrived, however, to assemble a fresh army, Sultan Bur- 
guiaurug proceeded again, in the month of Itudjub,* of the four hund¬ 
red and ninety-third of the Hidjerah, to give battle to Mahommed; 
•was entirely defeated, and this time Compelled to seek an asylum in 
Khflzistaun. In that province, being however joined by Ameir Ay- 
auz, One of the slaves of Melek Shah, he was enabled, in the latter 
Jummaudy of the year four hundred and ninety-four,f a third time 
to offer battle toihis brother ; and in this he proved finally successful; 
fortune with the victory putting into his hands the obnoxious Vezzeir, 
JVlueyud-ul m&lk. During the period of his captivity, this minister 
is stated to have exerted himself with such address to justify his con¬ 
duct, and to disarm the resentment of the Sultan, that the latter, from 
an excess of lenity, was at last prevailed upon to encourage him with 
the expectation of being restored to his appointments: but when 
things were at this crisis, while the Sfiltan was reposing himself, one 
day at noon from the heat of the weather, he happened to overhear 
a conversation between his cupbearer and another attendant; in which 
the former presumed te observe that this same race of Seljuk appeared 
* August, 1099. t May, A. D. 1100. J April, A. U. 1101, 
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to him to possess neither true magnanimity, nor sense of injury, since A. H. 494-98. 
the Sfiltan, notwithstanding his multiplied treasons, could yet conceive A. D. noi -4. 
the thought of again creating Mueyud-ul-mulk the first minister of Kholaussut- 
his government. Not a little irritated by the remark, Burguiaurug uI akhbaur * 
hastily issued from his tent, with his sword drawn, and having directed 
the unfortunate Vezzeir to be brought before him, immediately struck 
off his head ; desiring the cupbeafer to keep in mind, that on some 
Occasions, the face of Seljuk could prove themselves not entirely defi¬ 
cient in spirit. 

Subsequent to this period, when two successive conflicts had fur¬ 
ther taken place between the Sultans Burguiaurfig and Mahommed, 
a treaty of peace was at last concluded between the rival brothers; by 
which it was finally agreed, that Syria, Diaurbfikir, Azerbayjaun, 

Mughaun, Armenia, and Georgia, should be comprized within the 
dominions of Sfiltan Mahommed; and that the remainder of the patri¬ 
mony of the houseof Seljuk, consisting, probably, of eastern and wes¬ 
tern Ir&k, Farss and Khorassaun, with the whole of the territory 
beyond the Oxus, should continue under the authority of Burgui- 
aUrfig. The dissensions between the family appear to have thus hap¬ 
pily terminated until the death of Burguidurfig'; which took place in 
the four hundred and ninety-eighth of the Hidjerah,* the twenty-fifth ' 
year of his age, and the thirteenth of his reign. 

Sultan Gheyauth-ud-dein Abfi Shujia Mahommed, son of M£lek 
Shah, Kesseim-e-Ameir-ul-moumenein, fifth monarch of the race of 
Seljfik. 

Immediately on the death of his brdther, Sfiltan Mahommed laid 
elaim to the entire possessions of the house of Seljfrk ; although Me- 
lek Shah the son of Burguiaurfig, had been early seated on the thrOne 
of his father, by the two slaves Ayauz and Sedkah, who prepared, Sultan MTa- 
gword in hand, to support the rights of the young prince; But when 
the armies'were about to engage, a cloud, in the shape 1 of a dragon Seljftk. 
vomiting flames', appearing above the heads of the troops of Ayauz 
drtd Sedkah, they were so appalled by the phenomenon/'that they 
instantly sued for pardon, and declared in favor of Sultan Mahomcfied.- 
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T,fae youDg prince, and his two advisers, now fell info the b^nds of th$ 
Sultan, by whom, they were sent, the former to a prison, the latter to 
the grave. 

S hi tan Mahommed, in, the former Jummaudy of the year four hunt- 
dred and ninety-eight,* appeared at Baghdad; wliere, though the au¬ 
thority ofhisnephewhad been readily proclaimed by Mustezhir B’lllab, 
he, however, treated that Khalif with distinguished respeqtapd honor, 
On this occasion, it is stated that while the Sultan continued at 
Baghdad, Ahmed the son of Abdulmelek Attaush, a confirmed ad, 
vocate of the Bowautinists, or Ismaeilians, who had long preached 
his schism&tical doctrines to thegarrison ofDezhkoh, a fortress in the 
neighborhood -of Isfahaun erected by Sultan M61ek Shah, availed, 
himself of the opportunity to make himself master of that stronghold, 
and to declare himself in a state of disobedience. On information of 
this contumacious actof rebellion in the very heart of his dominions, 
Sultan Mahommed returned without delay towards his>capital, and 
immediately laid siege to the fortress ofDezhkoh. When the resources 
of the garrison became nearly exhausted, Ahmed Attaush conveyed 
a message to Spud-ul-mulk the Oujian, who held the office of*Vez- 
zeir to the Sfiltan, and who had privately embraced the doctrines of 
the Schismatics, to apprize him that the subsistance of his follower^ 
being reduced almost to nothing, he should, in the course of two or 
three days, be constrained to capitulate with his adversaries. The 
perfidious Y f ezzeir to this verbally replied, that it behoved him to 
exert his patience for a week longer, until he could find the means of 
removing this dog» T alluding to his sovereign, out of the way. The 
Sultan, from a constitutional heat of temperament, had been ip the 
habit ofbleeding regularly once a month, and, the period at which he 
usually underwent the operation nqw drew near. . Saud-ul-mulk then 
seized the opportunity, and with a bribe of one thousand dinaurs, pre¬ 
vailed upon the surgeon to bleed his master with a poisoned lancet. 
The chamberlain of Saud-ul-muJk becoming, ,however, by .some 
means or other, acquainted with the design, fortunately: discjpsed it Jjq 
his wde_; and the -lady, as wifi sometimes bappeq, „made the secret. 


* March, >A.D. 110$, 
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known to her gaTlant; so that it could not ultimately fail to find its A.H. 498 5n 
■way, to him whom it most materially concerned. S&ltan Mahommed A ' p ' 110 ^ 7 
upon this, feigning to be suddenly indisposed, sent for his surgeon to 
'‘perform the usual opention ; and the latter had bound his arm, and 
■was proceeding to touch it with the point of his lancet, when the 
royal patient fixed his eyes with stern severity on the countenance of 
the guilty miscreant. A tremor seized the limbs of the traitor; he 
made a full and immediate confession of the truth, and was bled to 
death with his own lancet. The treacherous minister, with all 
attached to him, suffered the punishment due to his crimes; and the 
garrison, apprized of what had. happened, delivered up their fort with¬ 
out further resistance. Theirleader becoming a prisoner, was conducted 
into Isfahaun, riding on a camel with his hands bound, by command 
of the Sultan ; and in the course of a few days he was condemned to 
•perish by an ignominous death, and his body burnt, together with 
those of all his misguided associates. 

In this place we are informed, on the authority of theTarikhguzei- 
dah, although it is not easy to reconcile it.with the corresponding peri¬ 
ods of the history, that Sfiltan Mahommed was engaged, towards the 
conclusion of his reign, on a distant expedition into Hindfistaun; dur¬ 
ing which he signalized his zeal for the faith, by the immolation of a 
vast multitude of unhappy and unbelieving Hindus. In the course of 
the expedition, an idol came into the Sultan's possession, of the enorm¬ 
ous weight of two thousand maunns, about eight and twenty tons at 
the lowest computation, which the natives offered to redeem with an 
equal weight in pearl. The Sultan rejected their offer with disdain ; 
observing, that were he to comply, the world might justly entitle him 
Mahommed the idol-merchant, for the same reason that a certain sta¬ 
tuary of the name of Azer, was called the idol-cutter. The image was 
accordingly conveyed all the way to Isfahaun, where it was laid 
across the threshold at the entrance of the college which contains the 
tomb ofSAItan Mahommed. It must, at the same time, occur to the 
reader, that nearly the same circumstance has been already related of 
Sfiltan Mahmfid of Ghezriin. 

In the early part of the-five hundred and eleventh of the Hidjerah, 
while stretched on the bed of sickness and debility, Sultan Mahom- 
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mod declared his son Mahpoud successor to the throne of Toghrel Beg; 
and shortly afterwards closed his earthly career at the age of thirty 
seven, having reigned for about thirteen years subsequent to the de¬ 
mise ofhis brother. He bears* with historians the character ofa-.pious 
and temperate prince, distinguished for his inviolable adherence to his 
engagements, for his rigid and inflexible regard to truth, apfi for the 
just and equitable principles on which he governed his people. 

Sultan Muezz-ud-dein Sunjur, entitled Burhaun # -e-Ameir-ul-mou- 
menein, the son of Mclek Shah, sixth monarch of the race ofSeljuk. 

This able prince had already administered the government ofKhor- 
assaun for a period of twenty years, during the successive reigns of his 
brothers, Burguiaurug and Mahommed; and assuming the sovereign 
authority on the death of the latter, he proceeded into Irak to vindi¬ 
cate his claims against his nephew Mahmffd, who had collected an 
army to oppose him. The younger prince being however, defeated, 
withdrew towards S&wah ; but submitting to his destiny, and repair¬ 
ing respectfully to the presence of his uncle, he met with a liberal re* 
ception ; and was invested with the government of Persian Irak, with 
no other apparent stipulation, than that the name of Suitan Synjur 
should have precedence in the public prayers. 

During the five hundred and twenty-fourthj* of the Hidjerah, Sul¬ 
tan Sunjur was employed in Transoxiana, to suppress the rebellion of 
Ahmed the son of Suliman, governor of Samarkand. The insurgent 
sustained a siege of some duration within the walls of that city ; hut 
ultimately submitting to the Sultan, the government was transferred 
to a slave of that monarch's. It was, however, restored to Ahmed ben 
Suliman, after he had continued for some time in disgrace. 

In the year five hundred and thirtytfye Seljukian was involved in 
hostilities with BehraurShah king ofGheznein, who was indebted to 
him for his crown ; and who yet thought fit about this period to with¬ 
hold the tribute, which he had voluntarily incurred by an obligation so 
essential. Sfiltan Sunjur proceeding however towards Gheznein, at 
the head ofhis troops, matters were ultimately accommodated, Behram 
Shah submitting to make good his engagements for the future. Fivy 

* A demonstration, or perhaps a ray, of the power of the commander of the faithful, 
t A. D. 1130. t A. D, U35, 
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years afterwards,* (in d3.l) the presence of Sultan Sunjur was again 
required in Transoxiana, by fresh indications of hostility on the part 
of the governor of Samarkand, at this time languishing under a recent 
stroke of the palsy. After a siege of six months, being reduced to 
/extremity, he once more delivered up the city to the Sultan ; in whose 
presence, he is described to have appeared; with his mouth distorted, 
£iid the saliva streaming down the corners. He was now finally 
removed; though the province was bestowed upon his son Nusser 
Khaun. They were probably an. inferior branch of the Seljfikian 
family. 

About the same period, misled by the counsels of some of his nobi¬ 
lity, Sultun Sunjur imprudently entered into a war with Gur Khauny 
the monarch , of Kara Khatay, or central Tartary, who hastened to 
oppose him with all the force of his dominions. By a sudden and 
unaccountable defection, or dereliction of duty, on the part of the 
same nobles, the Sultan was left to precipitate himself on the ranks 
of his adversaries, with nomore than three hundred followers; and with 
fifteen of that number only, who survived the attempt, he succeeded 
in making good his retreat to the fortress of Termed,. until joined by 
others who had escaped from the field ofbatcle. TfirkanRMtu(n,hiscon- 
sort, with Tauje-ud-dein-Abul Fuzzul governorofSeiestaun, remained 
however, in the hands of the infidels, although they were:some time 
afterwards released, and conducted into Khorassaun. 

The effects of this defeat produced, in the destiny of .Sultan Sunjur, 
the most unfavorable reverse ; as it diminished to a serious extent that 
awe with which the, world had hitherto been accustomed to contem¬ 
plate his power. Fereid-ud-dein-K&teb addressed, the following lines 
to console him under his misfortune. 

Long has the agitated world been composed, illustrious prince, by 
the motion of thy spear;. . 

F,or forty years has thy sword procured vengeance on thine enemies ; 

Should some slight reverse befal thee, be it ascribed where due, to 
tlie mutability of fortune ; 

For the BEING who reigns in eternity, is alone HE that is exempt 
from change. 
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In the five hundred and forty-third* of the TTidjerah, ’the SMtan Wab, 
however, sufficiently recovered from the sense of these calamities, to 
visit Persian Irak; Where he was received by his nephew Siiltan 
MAss&oud, who had Recently succeeded to the government, on the 
death of Mahmud, with every mark of respect and attachment. Here 
he al$6 received letters from his tributary, Behram Shah of Gheznein, 
announcing his successes in Ghour, and accompanied by Neikseirtr 
the Surian ; one of the chiefs of the country who had been conducted 
to the presence of the Sfiltan, in order to attest these triumphs over a 
warlike people. Nevertheless, in ‘the course of the following year, 
Alla-ud-dein HfisSeyne the Ghfirian, with Ally Tcfoetry, the latter 
educated by the immediate bounty of Sultan Sunjur, commenced hos¬ 
tilities agairist'his authority, and threatened Khorassaun with invasion. 
SCrltan Sunjur hastened to oppose 'their designs, defeated them in 
battle, and made prisoners both of Alla-ud-dein and his associate. 
The farmer he detained in custody, but the latter he condemned to 
immediate execution for his ingratitude. The result of this victory 
was to restore to the Sfiltan a great part of his former renown, which 
was'again re-echoed to the’remote*stlimits of theearth, ’When he had 
however detained Allaiud-dein Hfisseyne for some time a prisoner at 
his court, he discovered in that chieftain so many engaging and bene¬ 
volent qualities, that he treated him with distinguished kindness, 
and finally sent him to preside over his native province of Ghour. 

In the'ydar "five hundred and forty-eight,* Sultan Sunjur was des¬ 
tined to experience the direst calamity that can fall to the lot of a 
sovereign prince; that by which he is thrown into the hands 6f his 
enemies. In a fortner period of his government, he had been induced 
to admit of the settlement, in the territory of Khotlan,Tcheghaunian, 
and the neighbourhood of Balkh, of a colony of forty thousand Turk¬ 
man families, of that particular race which bore the appellation 6f 
Hush-e-tGhuzz—the swarm of the Ghuzzi; on their engaging to firr- 
nish for the use of his kitchen, an annual supply of four and twenty 
thousand sheep. Under this tenure they had, for some time, been 
su’flfewd < to*e»joy in the country a-peaceable and unmolested re&i- 
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(fence; until, unfortunately, one of the agents oftbe Khaunsalaur, or 
purveyor of the kitchens, employed to des&and the usual supply, con¬ 
trary to the practice of his predecessors, in selecting the animals pro¬ 
ceeded to cavil and dispute with the Turkmans; who, neither disposed 
to endure nor submit to his insolence, without ceremony put him to 
death, and immediately displayed the standard of insurrection. Not 
daring to apprize his sovereign of what had passed, the Khaunsalaur 
continued for sometime to supply the Sultan’s table at his own expence; 
hut AmeirKomauje, the governor of B&lkh, happening to visit Meru, 
at this period the residence of the court, the Khaunsalaur disclosed 
fe him the nature of the dilemma to which he had beet reduced, by 
the misconduct and rapacity of his agent. On this, Komauje embraced 
the first opportunity of introducing, to the Sultan, the subject of the 
increasing strength and refractory spirit of the Ghuzzians, and con¬ 
trived to obtain for himself a patent for the controul of that obnoxi¬ 
ous tribe. When he returned to Bklkh, he accordingly dispatched to 
demand from the Ghuzzians their arrears of supply, a person whom 
tjiey immediately expelled, with every mark of contempt and insult; 
proclaiming that they were the subjects of the Sultan alone, and that 
they’acknowledged no other superior. Ameir Komauje accompanied 
by his son Mel6k-ul-Shurk, now proceeded to the neighborhood of 
the Ghuzzian settlements, equally prepared for hunting and for battle; 
notwithstanding which, he was attacked and killed by the insurgents. 

On intelligence of this act of hostility, Shltan Sunjur in concur¬ 
rence with the advice of his courtiers, hastened in person, to reduce the 
rebels to their duty; while on their part, the Ghuzzians, on his 
approach, dispatched to the camp of the Sultan to apologize for their 
conduct, and to solicit his forgiveness ; offering in atonement for their 
offence, and for the blood of Ameir Komauje, to pay a fine of one 
hundred thousand dinaurs, accompanied by on'e hundred Khatayan 
slaves. The Sultan seemed disposed to accede to these terms, and to 
return to Meru ; but his Ameirs ohjected, that if the Ghuzzians were 
suffered ,to elude the chastizement they deserved, his empire would 
he exposed to perils and distractions, beyond his ability to obviate or 
appease. It was therefore determined to proceed in the design against 
the Ghuzzians ; but when the royal army drew near to the stations of 
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A.H. 543-51. the insurgents* an attempt was again made on the part of the letter to 
A. D. 1153-56. awaken the compassion of the Sultan by the most humble'ilitreaties,' 
K . b ® 1 ““ ssut ' and by an offer to add to theamount of the former fine, orfe miinn, or a 
quarter of a hundred weight of gold, from every household belonging 
to the tribe, if he would engage to pardon their disobedience. The 
monarch appeared: still disposed to the side of mercy ; butashispbwer' 
was now rapidly tending to its close, the counsels of two of his Ameirs;' 
on whose judgment he principally relied, prevailed with him to force 
the rebels to a battle. The Ghuzzians, thus driven to despair, pro¬ 
ceeded, like men devoted to destruction, to combat in self-defence; 
and the grteater part of the Sultan’s generals, from a misunderstanding' 
with his two advisers, discharging their duty with criminal negligence 
in the conflict which ensued, the i nsurgents were completely tri umphant, 
and the Sultan became their prisoner. Although they continued to 
treat their royal captive for some time with every outward appearance 
of respect, the Ghuzzians availed themselves of their victory toattend 
him to Merfi, at that period a city of great extent and opulence; which 
they devoted for three days and as many nights, to.plunder and outrage. 
After which, not yet satisfied with their booty, they proceeded to 
torture the inhabitants, in order to discover such property as had 
escaped the general pillage; and under these circumstances, great 
numbers of the most distinguished and respectable believers perished, 
from the cruelties inflicted upon them by this ferocious and exasper- 1 
ated horde. 

The same enormities were extended by the Ghuzzians through the 
greaterpartofKhorassaun; theunfortunateSurijur, whom they hadulti- 
mateiy confined to an iron cage, being condemned to the mockery of a 
daily exhibitionon his throne, fora period of almost four years ; during 
which the country was compelled to submit to every species of op¬ 
pression and outrage. All this time the Sultan was deterred from any > 
plan of escape by the consideration that his consort, the 1 princess 
Turkan KhatAn, : was also in the hands of his oppressors; but inthe 
five hundred and fifty-first of the Hidjerah,* which produced the 
death of that princess, he no longer delayed to deliberate on the means 
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•Jthis delrvesannev ’Ehecare-ofhis pecso» badffieen.enrtrnsted'tw Amui* it. H. 631-sSt 
Eleiaue, one of tahe Ghuzaian chiefs* ; and this' mam he now- prevailed A. D. lisne ft. 
upon, to- conduct- hi m, on the pretenceofhuntring;.to.the banks of. the Khol^usaut 1 - 
Jfeyltfm; w.here Ameic Ahmed Komauje- the governor of Termed, u 
with whom the plan had been preconcerted, and who'had/provided 
boats, for Urn. occasions aidsdenlymadeihis appearanoe ; and succeeded 
in carrying off the person of his-sovereign, and in' conveying-him in 
safety to the castle of Termed i After continuing in that fortress* as 
long as iti was-necessary to-collect a sufficient body of his■ adherents, 

Sftltan Sunjur proceeded^©'revisit his capitahofftferu ; but observing', 
qn his. approach, the-desolation wihich pervaded the country, and the 
deplorable distress of its inhabitants, the Spectacle became too painfbl 
for his feelings.; and the aged monarch; now in his seventy third'year; 
sunk under the burden ofhis afflictions; on. the twenty fifth of the for* 
mer Rebbeia of the five hundred and fifty second oft he Hidjerah 
reigning paramount sovereign of the Persian empire for one and forty 
years. 

Sultan Sunjur has been equally praised forffiis piety, and modesty of 
disposition-, and for his benevolence and the- love of his people; for 
bis respect for, and his encouragement of learning, and learned'men, 
and for his zeal and exertions-to promote the.advancement of his reli- 
gion : and if he failed in extending the dominions ofhis family by for* 
eign conquest, and became otherwise unfortunate in the conclusion of 
his reign, it has by. no one been ascribed to. any deficiency in talents 
either fdr war or government; in- both of which he is universally ae* 
knowledged to have excelled; The grandeur ofthe house ofSeljftk in 
its extended sense, at the same time, appears to have terminated with 
this prince. His sister’s son, Mahmud, the son of Mahommed 
Khaun, paternally descended from Bogbra Khaun of Turfcestaun, is 
stated, on the authority of the Riouz ut»us-suffii,. to have succeeded to 
the sovereignty of Khorassaun, on the death-of Sultan Sunjur; but one 
of his ministers revolting against his authority, in thesixth year ofhis. 
government, (A. H. 558.) Mahm&d was taken prisoner and deprived of 
.sight: after which, part of. the territory, of that noble. province, wa§ 

* Fifth of May, A. D. 1157. 

3 B 


VOL. lit 



A. H. 511-28. 
A, P. 1117-34. 

Kholaussut- 

ul-aklibuur. 


Sultan Mav. 
MUD of Hama- 
daun and Ir&k 
Ajeuiy. 


Sultan To- 


appropriated by the kings of Khaufezm, while thd remaindercoritiriiied 
subject to the predatory and irregular .government of the Ghuzzt. 
The history must now recede to take a survey of the transactions, in 
which the collateral branches of this celebrated rafce were more im¬ 
mediately concerned. 

Sultan Mogheyth-ud-dein Mahmud, thfe son afMafaomm edson of 
Melek Shah, entitled Yemem-Ameir r ul-moumenein. 

It was formerly noticed that this priftee, nominated by,his father to 
succeed to the entire dominions of the house ofSeljAk, was'ultimately 
compelled to confine his pretensions to the two provinces of Persian 
and Arabian Ir&k ; in the government of which he was confirmed by 
his unc]e Sultan Sunjur. v. He held his authority for a period of four¬ 
teen years ; and is described as a virtuous prince, elegant in his.person, 
and of great mildness of disposition. He was howevergreatlyaddicted 
-to women, and devoted much of his timfc and attention, to his dogs, 
and to the amusements of the dhase. These amusements were, at the 
same time, not suffered to detach him either from the controul of his 
finances, the superinteodanceofhjs daily expenditure, or the punctual 
subsistance of his troops. He died at Hamadaun, which was become 
riie metropolis of this branch of the family, in the month of Shavaul 
of the five hundred and twenty fifth of the Hidjerah,* at the age of 
seven and twenty. 

Sfiltan Rokken-ud-dein Toghrel, the son of Mahommed son of 
.Melek Shah, in conformity with the instructions of his uncle, suc¬ 
ceeded, on the death of hisbrotherMahmfid to the government of Irak, 
both Persian and Arabian. He was.however, during the whole of his 
government, engaged in perpetual hostilities, with various success, 
against his surviving brother Sultan Mussaoud ; after sustaining a con¬ 
test with whom for a period of three years, he quitted this stage of ex-» 
istence, in Mohurrim of the five hundred and twenty ninth of the 
Hidjerah ;f leaving a character distinguished for strict and impartial 
justice, for scrupulous' abstention from all that was repugnant to the 
laws of his religion, and for singular valour, modesty,, and humanity. 

Sfiltan Gheyauth-ud-dein Mussaoud, the son qf Mahommed son 
of Melek Shah. 
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Being at Baghd&cT at the period"of his brother’s death, a part of the A. H. 529. 
Aftieirs of the governmentdispatched without delay to.invite Mftssaoud A « p - 1135 - 
to Hamadaun, to take possession of the vacant authority; while others Kholaussni- 
with equal activity sent to Tebreiz, to demand the presence of his ne- u *' a ^* 1 * >aur ' 
phew D&oud, the son’ of the deceased monarch. Sultan MAssaoud, 
obtaining, however, the start of the younger prince, suddenly appeared 
at Hamadaun, and received the submission of the whole, with reluc¬ 
tance, or cordiality, just as the parties felt affected to his interests. 

The Khalifs Mustershid, and Rashid Billah engaging in hostile de¬ 
signs against the authority of Sultan Muss&oud, were both assassinated 
by some of the fanatic disciples of the chief of AJmowut, as formerly 
related, in the early part of his government. The presence of the Sultan 
was therefore again required at Baghdad; where, he proceeded accord¬ 
ingly to place U1 Mukteffy on the throne of the Khelaufut. While 
he was absent from Hamadaun on this occasion, intelligence was con- SnlTAN 
veyed to him that designs hostile to his government, were under the saoujd. 
contemplation of the lieutenant of. Farss ; and he found it expedient 
to detach hisbrother Seljuk Shah, accompanied by his Atabek, or go¬ 
vernor, or preceptor, K&ra Sunktir, to restore obedience in that pro¬ 
vince., The Atabek had however made butone march from the encamp-, 
ment of Sultan Mussaoud, when he had the audacity to dispatch .a 
message to that monarch, to announce that he should not advance a 
step further, until the head of the minister, Mahoramed Khauzen, 
was sent to him. This personage had rendered hj/nseif particularly 
obnoxious to the Ameirs, not less by his imperious and haughty de¬ 
meanor, than by the Sequestration of their emoluments ; and howevjer 
his master might have been disposed to protect him, the demand of 
the Atabek was repeated with such determined pertinacity, that it was 
finally complied w ith ; and the head of the unfortunate Vezzeir was 
given up to hisimportunities. Kara Sunkur then proceeded into Farss ; 
and having reduced the metropolis of Sheirguz, and placed it in the 
possession of Selj6k Shah, he returned to the ypurt of Mussaoud, 
where he died, some time afterwards. 

The Sultan now transferred his confidence to the Atabeks Eylde- 
kez, and Jaudely ; on the former,pf whoni, with the government of 
Tebreiz and Azerbavjaun, he bestowed the widow of his brother Sul- 


3 b 3 



A. |f. 5BB m. 
A.D. 1137 32 . 

Jkiiolausiut- 

vUakktour. 


872 

tan Togbred, ofiwbich marrtage the Ameirs KiUMul Arslan, ftftd Mahbwu 
med, were the issue. Atabek Jaudely on the subsequent death of 
Beljhk Shah,, was sent to preside over the province of Far«b 

During his second visit to Baghdad, about the five hundred and 
thirty-second of the .Hidjerah, Abbas the governor of Rey, undertook 
to transfer the throne of the absent monarch, to his brother Sulirnau 
Shah ; and, 'uniting with Abdurraihman and Btkzaubah, two Chiefs 
who entertaimed similar designs in favor of Meiek Shah and Mahont* 
sued, the sons of Mahmud, openly declared against Sultan MGss&oud, 
and took possession of Isfahaun. Apprized of this dangerous combin¬ 
ation against his authority, the Sultan, in the very middle of winter, 
hastened towards Isfahaun ; but being intercepted on his arrival at 
Hulwaun, by a tremendous fall of snow, and other severities of the 
/season, he was for the present constrained to postpone his vengeance, 
and return to Baghdad. On the return of more genial weather in th« 
ensuing spring, however, the Sultan proceeded towards his object by 
(the route of Tebreiz, at the head of a powerful army; Sfiliman Shah* 
with his general Abbas, and the princes Mahommedand Mefok S hah, 
awaiting his approach, at a station in the neighborhood of Hamadaun. 
Jiapp&y for S41tan Muss&oud, the very night preceding the day which 
had been appointed for battle, Suliman Shall unaccountably withdrew 
towards Rey, followed by Abbas ; and Abdurraihman, and Buzaubah 
equally surprized and alarmed', made the best of their way towaads 
Isfahann, with M41ek Shah and 1 Mahommed*: while S&ltan Mflss&oud 
thus fortunately relieved from' his embarrassments, hastened towards 
Rey on the footsteps of his brother. Shortly afterwards Shliman 
ventured to an interview with his brother; and, it being thought unad- 
Visable by the Sultan’scabinetthat he should remainany kutger at large, 
he was, as might have been foreseen, immediately consigned to impri¬ 
sonment. Abbas, Abdurraihman, and Buzaubah, in the course of 
time, also solicited and obtained the Sultan’s pardon, and hastening 
in succession to his presence, were treated with kindness and distinc¬ 
tion. But, as their breasts continued to be animated with a spirit of 
hostility towards theSultan ? sgovernment,aconsiderable period was not 
suffered to elapse before it was sufficiently demonstrated in the ingra- 



•fwrte 8 fiheS*r erwlOns - a«& rt&y were, ^th of rttetn in ffifFefcMt ‘Wfcyi, 5i. ft- 
Mltihrittoly taken Off by the hands dffbe executioner. A ' li~tl 

<i Subsequent to these eVetflfc* the^rgtt OfSultah M&£shbrid proceeded 
Hrith uhHdricled prosperity to tfi§ ; perkJd of his death, wHibhtook plfifefe 
in Sight Of Haftaadann, dh tfhe flight of the first of RudjUb bf the five 
^hundred atlU forty kfcVeftthof the Hidjetah,* the forty fifth year Of hfa 
age, and the hinetehrfth <ff hi§ government. He is iie§Oribed tb have 
■Surpassed in lifeterfllity ah& bfenfevOlOflOe Of disposition, & Weil aS in the 
strength of his understanding; and to have prdrriOfed, both by bis eX- 
-Kthple and authority, the eXefUi§e Of fcharity in fill its forms. His 
munificence is indeed alleged to Have been carried to that extent, that 
he Was frequently reduced to dtaw upon an empty treasury; and He 
Was so singularly attached to the manner?, arid habits of life Of totfgiods 
mendicants^ that great part of his leisure hoars was demoted to ah 
attendance on the victims of sorrow, and the inmates Of seehtsioft. 

Mogheyth-lid-deln Melek Sha ft the Son o'f Mahmud, of Haffia- 
daun and Ir&k Ajerii. 

Raised to the throne, by whatever means, on the death of his linclb, 
this prince appears fd hate immediately shut himself rip'against every 
kind of intercourse with the Ameirs, and other officers Of his goVerfi- 
ment, and to have totally resigned himself to his pleasures. Attempting, 
however, to seWe the person of Khausseik, one of the ministers of the 
late Sultan, most distinguished for his singular prudence and extra¬ 
ordinary valour, the-greater part Of the chiefs took offence at the dfe- Sultan MeS 
sign, and espoused the cause of thfe minister ; by whose instruction!*, LEIt SuAHi 
in the month of Sliavaul Of the 547th of the Ridjerah,-j* Hussurt J&n- 
driur, on the pretext of art entertainment given in honor Of him, pro¬ 
ceeded to invite the prince to his house; where, at the ertd of three 
'days, ih which he had beensuffered'toindulge himself in every species 
of luxury,- he Was seized, arid immediately Confined to the castle.of 
Ilamadaun. Messengers wOrO at the same time dispatched to Khtiz- 
jstaun, to ihvite hiS brother Mahomrtled to take possession of the go¬ 
vernment. After remaining some days’iirittiured in his pHsdn, hbWever, 
lie found means to efffeet his escape-; ahd- pfdecoding by the most 
* Prist of October A; D. 1163. t Jainlkry, A. L>. llbg. 



A. JH. 547-54. unfrequentediroadkinto the same province,‘QffKhAzistfwua, hethcre eon- 
A. D. 1153 59 . tinued to rggjfjg uu tJi t h e de^th of his brother,;in the five hundred and 
ul-akhbaur! tb e Hidjerah ; when he advanced towards Isfahaun, with 

the objeqfof putting himself once more in possession of the -throne, of 
Jr&k:;but he was arrested in his design by f the band, of death. This 
/volupiupr$ held his government for,little more, than thf^e months, and 
■had qnlyattained to hi$ thirty second year ydien he died. ■: 

• ■ Sultan Gheyautb-ud-dein Mahommed the son of Mahmud, of Ha-* 
madann and Irak Ajem, &c. 

j;», Sfiltan Mahonpned, in consequence of the invitation of the Ameirs, 
above adverted to,'inthebeginningof Mohurritn oftheyeerfive hundred 
and forty eight, repaired to Hamadaun, and immediately assumed the 
j,diadem of Ir&k. Before the expiration-of.the month conceiving, how¬ 
ever, some suspicion of theviews of Ameir Khausseik, he caused that 
Sultan Ma- chieftain to be put to death, and appropriated to himself the whole qf 
uommed. his treasure and effects.' As, a proofof the magnitude of these articles, 
it is stated on the authority of the Tarikh ghzeidah, that there were 
found in the repositories and wardrobe of the same Khauss ik, not less 
than thirteen thousand pieces of crimson $atin, by which we are taught 
to estimate the remainder of his property. 

When the fate of this personage was made known to Atabek Eylde- 
kez, and to N ussrut-ud-dein Khausseik the son of Auk,Suokur, the 
governor of Meraughah, they immediately declared against Shltan Ma- 
hommed ; and proclaiming his uncle Suliman the son of Mahommed, 
the son of M&lek Shah the great, proceeded with a powerful army-to¬ 
wards Hamadaun. Conscious of the disparity of his troops, and ol 
the more alarming disaffection of his Atneirs, Maboinmed suddenly 
abandoned his power, with all its appendages of wealth and splendojr, 
and fled towards Isfahaun ; while Sftliman Shah, on the other band, 
took possession of his capital without resistance, and seated himself in 
triumph on the abdicated throne. Under these circumstances it was 
suggested to the new sovereign, that it would be advisable tq confer the 
offices,of Vezzeir, and Haujeb, or miniatey ti of,state .and grand cham¬ 
berlain, on Mfizuffur-ud-dein AlepiEbghft,. a$d Sbuips-ud-dein lAbpl 
Nejeib, tq the prejudice of the Ampirs JChaurezp} Sbajif ^nd Fakher- 
ud-dein Kaushy ; who bad hitherto enjoyed, the one the post of Hau- 
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j«fc, and the other that of Vezzeir respectively. Khaurezm Shah, one A. H. 54A-54. 
of the latter, being however apprized tff the proposed supersession, A " D - lla3 - M - 
embraced an opportunity to persuade h’rs sister, who was the wife of K h“laussut 

„ ul-akhbaur. 

SdJiman Shah, that the nobles had -Suddenly entered into a conspiracy 
tp restoreShlteltJ Mahommed, and that very night to seize the pierson of 
her husband. This intelligence she naturally communicated to Suli- 
man ;and theprinee,beingof acapacity tobeiraposed upon withoutmuch 
difficulty, that same night, accompanied by his family and the most 
confidential of his adherents, withdrew towards Mazanderaun. The 
following day, unable to account for this ill-advised proceeding; the 
Ameirs were -thrown into the utmost consternation; and the troops 
mutinying against their leaders, hastened to gratify their propensity 
forplunderand spoliation, by appropriating to themselves all that could 
he found in the treasury and Stablesof the fugitive Sfiliman: while Sultan 
Mahommed, punctually advised of these unexpected events, returned 
without delay to Hamadaun, and was immediately restored to his 
authority. 

Nevertheless, some time afterwards, Sfiliman Shah had collected 
sufficient strength to issue from his retreat in Mazanderaun ; and, with 
the aid of the Khalif MGkteffy, and Atabek Eyldekez, on the banks of 
the Oras, to give battle to Sultan Mahommed. In this he was finally 
defeated, and compelled to seek for refuge at Mossule. Sultan Ma¬ 
hommed now conducted his army to” Baghdadi but, in coilsequence of 
the revolt of his brother Melek Shah, was constrained" to relinquish 
his design of reducing that city. He died in Zilhudje of the five hun¬ 
dred and fifty fourth of the Hidjerah,* in the thirty second yearoF his 
age, and after an unsettled and turbulent reign 6f seven years. He is 
also described to have been an able, wise, and learned pririce, and, as 
far as his means enabled him, to have promoted the observance of the 
law, and the honor and welfare of its ministers. ' 

• Sultan Muezz-ud-dein Sulim an Shah, the son of Mahommed son 
of Melek Sliah, in Hamadaun, and Irak Ajem, &c. 

-Quitting his retirement at MosSftle, Sfiliman hastened to Hamadaun 
ip theformer Rebbeiaoftheyear five hundredhndfifty five,fandivith th© r 

* December, A. D. -1159. * f March, 1169. 
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cpjfty^ncq th<^ Arne^s of tl^e, ptpyj nc& f hrqft* ( 

of Irak. Iq order to gjratjfy the, wishes gf Ajfthf^ Ey ldekes!, he hacb 
consented tq, n.omin^te. the step-sop o^t^J qbh$aip, t Meteh Arslan* 
as his successor in the, rqyrd^qib/jrity-; hu t, tbpppghithe,suggestions 
of Ezz-ud-dein Keyma.ur, apd,N,aq{3p£r-u,d-dein Auksu nkur, formings 
soiqe“ design. ag^iqsf t^e. v person of 1$ Mouffek^ lpnoheblyl MAstanjexc 
or Mustunjid, fpr,that,was the.napre ofthe reignipg>Ikb&Uf)'theiatentkin. 
became l^nqwn tjQ^that, l£bftlif£ who cljsp^tghed; a,messugej tq iufiorm. 
the Atabek that it,was expedienjt, to establish Melek Arslan,in.fchasov 
vereign authority, without further delay- Atabek: Eyldekez. w-as. 
wrought upon, without much difficulty, tp coincide in;this.measure*- 


and proceeded to conduct hi^ wardfflomTebreiz, immediatelytowardsi 
f|amadaun. Sfilipran,§|hqb, devoted tp,wipe. and women, gave him¬ 
self in the mean, time but .little concern about, the, pr^gemeatB^afihis-' 


government; and the greater, part of tfig nobles, withdrawing, from hi». 
couft ip consequence, a conspiracy ,w,as ( fonped ,tQ .seize, his. person ; 
which was carried into execution, as soon as M&lek Arslan and the Ala-., 
bpkj. were arrived in tjie vicinity of Hamad au n, towards the conclusion 
ofRamzaun of this year.' The deposed Sultan was confined to the castle., 
or citadel of.the metropolis, aft^r a shoqt reign of six .months and a 
few ( days; and hp died ip ( his prison shortly afterwards at the age of • 
forty, five. 

Sultan Rokk.en,-ud r dgin Arslan thqspn,ofT©ghreI»m Hamadaun, 
Irak Ajem, See. 

I ■ t ■t. * 1 ' ' ' 

Immediately on hjs arrival {a$ ; Harpadann, this prince was confirmed' 
in thq sovereign authority by the concurrent. voice of his several < 
Ayneirs; apd he gave to the WQrld,. according to our author, both by the 
splendor of his, power, apd. the justice of his government, a course of 


prosperity to, whitjh for some time R.had been, a stranger. He was 
however summoned at the .commencement of hisjreiga.to oppose the 
rebellion Ez^-u,d T dein ; Keymaur^the governor oflsfahaua, and 
Hussaum-ud-dein Eynaunje, or Eyp&untch, governor, of ftey; who 
had proclaimed Mahomiqed the sop of SeljtjJk Shah, and wepeadvage- 
inj^ towards Hamadaun,, Ip the neighborhood of Kazvein (Cashing 
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they were met, and entirely defeated by Sftltan Arslan, M61ek Mahom- A. H. 555-63. 
med flying towards Khuzistaun, and Keymaur and Eynaunje towards A - p - 11G0 6 8 - 
Rey and Mazanderaun. About the same period the province of Kholaussut- 
•AzeTbayjauri was menaced with an invasion from the prince of En- ul att)l)aur * 
jauz, a confirmed and profligate infidel,* which the Sultan hastened 
without delay to repel. In a dreadful battle which took place not 
far from the fortress of Kauk, the advocates of Islam were deci¬ 
sively triumphant: after which Sultan Arslan repaired to Kazvein, 
and having made himself master, sWord in hand, of a fortress erected in 
the neighborhood of that place by the Issmauilians of Almowut, he 
levelled it with the ground; 

Towardsthe conclusion offivehundred and fiftynine,f Sultan Arslan 
proceeded towards Isfahaun ; where being joined by Atabek Zungui 
the Selghrian, he conferred upon that chief the government of Sheirauz 
and Farss. Eynaunje was formerly stated to have fled into Mazan- 
deraun. He repaired finally to the court of the king of Khaurezm ; 
and having procured the assistance of that monarch, he returned in the 
five hundred and sixty first of the Hidjerah, into Persian Irak, where 
be committed great enormities, particularly in the territories adjoiningto 
Kazvein and Ebher : but Sultan Arslan, accompanied by the Atabek 
Evldekez, hastening to chastise the inroad, Eynaunje again retired into 
Mazanderaun. In the five hundred and sixty thirdj of the Hidjerah, 
however, he once more entered the province of Rey ; and succeeded in 
defeating Nussrut-ud-dein Mahommed the son of Eyldekez, the Sul- 
v tan’s half brother, employed against him on this occasion. Atabek 
Evldekez was then dispatched in person to repel the invader ; with 
whom he found it expedient, nevertheless, to conclude atreaty of peace, 
bv which it was stipulated, that Eynaunje should accompany the Ata¬ 
bek to the presence of Sultan Arslan-. It was however so contrived, that 
the very night preceding the intended interview, Eynaunje should 
have been put to death in his own encampment, while no one was ever 
discovered, to whom the fact could be ascribed. The Sultan ou in¬ 
telligence of what had happened, conferred the government of Rey, 

* We have not been able to identify the country of this prince; 
t End of a, D.1161. JA.D. IK**. 
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A. H. 5B3-T1. upon his-maternal' half brother Mahommed the son of Eyldekez, eit- 
A. D. 1168 75. titled Jahaun Pehelwaun -—the peerless knight of the tyorld ; vvho soon 
a ^ tervvar ^ s married one of the daughters of Eyaaunje, by whom he 
became the father of Kutlugh Eynaunje, destined to be the principal 
instrument in the subversion^the power ofthe race of Seljuk in Irkk. 

in the five hundred and sixty eighth* of the Hidjerah, died the mo¬ 
ther of Sfiltan Arslan, who had been long married to Atabek Eyldekez; 
a female than whom, according to our author, from the united testi¬ 
mony of every historian of the age in which she li ved, whether in piety, 
sincere devotion, modesty, or zeal in promoting the happiness of her 
people, none more distinguished was ever nursed in the cradle of the 
illustriousgreat. Her husband followed to the grave at the expiration 
of one month ; and Sultan Arslan now added the dignities vacated by 
his death, to the honors and appointments already enjoyed by his son 
Jahaun Pehelwaun Mahommed. The Sultan was, however, so deeply 
affected by the loss of his mother, and stepfather, that he does not ap¬ 
pear at any time to have thoroughly recovered from the shock. He 
died in the latter Jummaudy of the five hundred andseventy first of the 
Hidjerah,-f at the age of forty three, and after a splendid reign of fifteen 
years eight months and some days. He is described to have been a 
monarch of singular clemency, forbearance, and liberality ; but posses¬ 
sing too elevated amind to examine with sufficientminutenessinto the 
management of his finances, he unintentionally connived at abuses; 
for, either discrediting, or banishing from his recollection, the crimes 
andoffences of delinquents, he suffered them to experience no change, 
or diminution in his bouncy, in any shape. It ij5 lastly to his pra se 
alleged, that in the very delirium of mirth and festivity, neither from 
himself nor from his attendants, did he ever suffer the language of ob- 
scenityon any occasion tQ escape. 

Sftltan Rokken-ud-dein Toghrrl the son of Arslan, last monarch 
ofthe Iraki an branch of the race of Seljuk. 

Succeeding to the sovereign authority, on the death of his father, 
Sultan To- g^ tan Toghrel committed the affairs of his government to the entire 

8UE£L| 

coatroul and discretion of his uncle, Jahaun Pehelwaun Mahommed 


* A. D. 1172. 
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ftre sOTrofEyldekez. At flie commencement ofhisrelgn, he was sue- a. II. 571-irt. 
cessiveiy employed to repel an invasion of Azerbayjaun on the part A. D. 1175-8 5. 
of the infidel prince of Enjauz, formerly noticed, and to suppress an Kh@laus*ut- 
insurrection in favor of his uncle Mahommed the son of Toghrel, who ul ' ak kbaur. 
was advancing against Persian Irak. In both cases, under the direc¬ 
tion of the minister Jahai’n Pehelwaun Mahommed, and his brother 
Kuzzul Arslan, his arms were triumphant. 

In a former part of his work, the author has noted from oriental wri¬ 
ters, that a conjunction of the seven planets in aquarius, took place at 
the period 6f the deluge ; such a remarkable conjunction is now stated 
to have also occurred 1 , in the third degree of libra, during the five hun¬ 
dred and eighty first of the Hidjerah*, the tenth year of thq reign of 
Sultan Toghrel. From this rare phenomenon, theastrologers ventured 
to predict that the world was about to be visited by a general and tre¬ 
mendous hurricane, which, in the course of the year, should not only 
sweep awa.y^ and annihilate every structure erected by the handof man, 
but tear up the very mountains from their foundations. In this opinion 
the philosopher Anwary is said to have been more pertinacious than 
the whole of his brethren ; and the people, in many parts of the em¬ 
pire, proceeded in consequence of the alarming reports which prevailed, 
to provide for themselves caverns in the bowels of the earth; in order to 
secure themselves, if possible, against the awful impending visitation. 

It happened, however, by God’s merciful providence, that at the period 
predicted for the occurrence of this tremendous calamity, there should 
not have ariseneven as much wind, as was sufficient to enable the pea¬ 
sant to separate the chaff from his corn. Nevertheless, although in 
one respect the astrologers might have been deceived in their prognos¬ 
tications, it was in the course of this year that the irresistible Jengueiz 
became the-sole sovereign of the different tribes'of his own nation 
and true it is, that before the termination of his eventful and over¬ 
whelming career, such a tempest was produced, in the moral world, by 
the exterminating fury of that dreadful scourge, as to have almost an¬ 
nihilated the powers of Asia, that stood in the way of his vengeance. 


• CoouncnJug the third of April, A. D. 1185, 
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On thedpath ofJahaun Pehelwaun Mahoiptned.in the course of the. 
year, his brother, the Atabek Kuzzul Arslan, succeeded to the govern¬ 
ment of Azerbavjaun; but some evil disposed persons having created 
a jealousy between him ,and Sultan Toghrel, that powerful chieftain, a 
short time afterwards, quitted Tebrei z and f ad vaneed towards Hamadaun; 
which the Shltan, unprepared for resistance, suddenly abandoned at 
his approach. Kuzzul Arslan entered flamadaun'without opposition; 
but returning into Azerbayjaun at the expiration of a few days, Sultan 
Toghrel was permitted to repossess himself of his capital. The disaf-, 
fected Ameirs of Ir&k under the influence of Kuzzul Arslan, sending 
however to announce to him that, they sincerely regretted, and were 
ashamed of their recent disloyal proceedings, and that they were hast¬ 
ening to his presence to make him every suitable apology for their 
misconduct, the Sftltan suffered himself to be fluttered by these insidi¬ 
ous professions of returning duty ; and informed them in rej^ly, that 
he should meet them the following day, on the Meydaun-e-kui j^auzy, 
or goff course, in the neighborhood, and give them an opportunity of 
renewing their engagements. Unconscious of evil the Sultan'pros 
ceedtd the next day accordingly, to the place ofappointment; and thus 
furnished to the Ameirs an opportunity, of which they immediately 
availed themselves, to carry their treacherous designs into execution, 
by seizing his person, and conveying him to a prison in the fortress of 
Alan, orAlenjek. Kuzzul Arslan upon this again came toHamadaun, 
proposing to vest the sovereignty of Lr&k in Sunjur the son of Siiliman 
Shah; but an agent from Baghdad arriving at this very conjuncture, with 
a message from the Khalif (L INasser) urging it as expedient that the 
Atabek should himself assume the sovereign power, Kuzzul Arslan 
received the proposal with exultation; and declaring himself ip pos¬ 
session of the monarchy, proceeded, without further delay, to stamp 
the coinage, and exercise, in his own name, the other functions of 
royalty. Fakher-ud-dein Kutlugh, and the other Ameirs, conceiving 
however that they had claims of their own, an hundred fold super or 
to any that he could pretend to advance, though the uncle of th< ir 
degraded sovereign, were littledisposed to submit to this assumption of 
authority ; and they contrived accordingly, in the course of the same 
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short week, to put Kuzzul Arslan to death, and to divide the provin- A. H. 58a-o*. 
ces of Ir&k between themselves. A. D. 1192 - 9 4 . 

In the mean time, through theassistaqceof Hussaum-ud-dein, Sepah- KtolausMU- 
salaur,andotherloyaladherents, SultanToghrelhad succeeded in effect- u *' a * t ^* ,aur ‘ 
ing his escape from imprisonment; and assembling a powerful body of 
troops, hastened to avenge himself on his rebellious subjects. In the 
neighborhood of Kazvein he brought them to a battle, in which, after 
an obstinate conflict, the rebel chiefs met the reward of their guilt; 
and the fortune of an illustrious monarch once more resumed its pre¬ 
ponderance. 

On the death of A tabek Mahommed, the Sflltan had, it appears, mar¬ 
ried his widow, the mother of Kutlftgh Eynaunje; and this lady, wrought 
upon by the importunities, or suggestions of her son, had formed, in 
the course of the five hundred and eighty eighth of thellidjerah,* the 
design of destroying her royal consort, by introducing a poisonous 
mixture into his lemonade. Sultan Toghrel becoming, however, by 
some means or other apprized of her design, the traitress was justly 
condemned toswallow the draught, which she had prepared for another. 

Kutlugh Eynaunje escaped with a short imprisonment, after which he 
was pardoned for his crimes, and set at large. 

Such however was the innate depravity, and hardened malignity of 
this man, that it prompted him, notwithstanding, to enter into a corres¬ 
pondence with Alla-ud-dein Tukkesh, king of Khaurezm ; whom he 
immediately invited to the conquest of Ir&k. The Khaurezmian ac¬ 
cepted the invitation without difficulty, and marching into Irak was 
very punctually joined by the rebel; but having continued for some 
time in the territory of Eey, and reduced the fortress of Tabarek, he 
withdrew into his own dominions, leaving the care of the recent eon- 
queststooneofhiscaptains,ofthe nameofTemghauje. Siiltan Toghrel 
at the head of his troops advanced, however, in the course of the five 
hundred apd eighty ninth of the I lidjerah towards Rev ; and having 
recaptured Tabarek, and seized the person of Temghauje, he caused 
that commander to suffer deaths 

In Mohurrim of the year following, the five hundred and ninetieth 
of the Hidjeralrf KutlGgh Eynaunje again invaded lr&k with a great 
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*rmy, under the aptkority-of the king of Khaurezm ; but being tep* 
posed near Rey by Sultan Toghrel, he was totally defeatedby that 
monarch,and compelled to return withdisgrace and loss towards Khau¬ 
rezm. The Sttltan now gave a loose ta festivity, and in the ancient 
metropolis of Rey totally resignedhitnself to his pleasures, to his propen¬ 
sities for wine and women ; neither was he to be awakened from his 
delirium of debauch, by the reports continually repeated to him, of the- 
approach of Sultan AU^-ud-dein Tukkesh, with a fresh army of Khau- 
rezmians. Indhese sensual excesses, to the entire neglect of his affairs 
the Sultan persisted m devoting himself, “from dusk to daw.n,andh , om^ 
“dawn to dusk,” until his Ameirs, wearied out and disgusted with 
the fatuity which seemed to have chaced away the understanding of 
their sovereign, at last dispatched a message to hasten the-advance 
of his enemies. The Khaurezmian accelerated his approach accord¬ 
ingly, and by forced marches unexpectedly presented himself in the 
outskirts of Rey. < 

Sultan Toghrel proceeded, howev$r,withou6delay to give him battle- 
and in the latter Rebbeia of the year five hundred and ninety,* the 
two raonarchsmeton this occasion, to decide their quarrel and the fete 
of Mk. Not less from the pride and confidence of youth, than from the 
effervescence ofwine,by which he had, been rendered insensible to dan¬ 
ger, the Sfiltan is said on that day, on recognizing the person of’Kftt- 
lugh Eynaunje, to have spurred his horse towards him, repeating these 
lines from the Shah-n&mah of Ferdfissy. “ When the dust arose which 
“attended the march of mine enemies—when the cheeks of my bravest 
“ warriors turned pale with affright—I raised on high my single 
“stroked (ponderous)mace—left my soldiers in their stations, far be- 
“hind—and lifting myselfon my saddle seat, uttered so fearful ashout— 
“ that the solid earth trembled beneath my feet, like amill wheel.” The 
senses of the unhappy monarch were, however, so completely steeped 
in wine, that in plying his mace, he struck his own horse on the fore 
legs, which brought the animal and his rider to the ground ; in which 
situation Kutlugh Eynaunje, immediately coming up, dispatched him 
with a single .stroke of, his. scimitar. 
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Thuff, In the twentieth year of the reign of Sultan Toghrel, and lifter 
It had subsisted fbraboutone hundred and fifty five years, terminated 
the power of the house of Seljfik in Mk ; nnderamonarch whois never¬ 
theless described to have surpassed in the elegance of his person, and 
in the felicity of his disposition; in his zeal for the encouragement of 
virtue, and in his abhorrence of vice ; who is alleged to have been dis¬ 
tinguished beyond the most illustrious of his race, for the benevolence 
of his manners, and for the vivacity and acuteness of his genius ; as 
an illustration of which, the author has furnished us with a tetrastich 
ascribed to him, of which the following is the sense. 

“ In this poor World how vainly we strut and fume.—We eat, we 
“ drink, forgetful of the fate of our ancestors (perhaps of the ocean of 
“ eternity).—Nor wealth, nor family, ftor lands, can permanently be 
“ ours.—If then life itself must terminate, say let not ought survive.” 

Of the second branch of the race ofSeljuk, which was settled in 
the government ot Kermaun, the account which we derive from our 
author shall be comprized in a few brief passages ; and this, without 
further preliminary, we shall proceed ta submit to thC indulgent reader. 

The first of this series of princes was Kawerd, orKadrft, or Kadrid, 
it is impossible to determine exactly which, the son ofTchegher Beg; 
who became lieutenant of Kermaun under the authority of his uncle 
Toghrel Beg, in the four hundred and thirty third of the Hidjerah, 
and who in the year four hundred and fifty five, acquired the further 
possession of the province ofFarss ; hut unfortunately entering into a 
war with his nephew, the illustrious Mehk Shah, he was defeated 
and taken prisoner, in the course of the four hundred and sixtv-fi. th 
of the Hidjerah; and died by poison, after holding his government for 
a period of two and thirty years. 

SoltanShah, the son of Kawerd, second oftheKermaunianSelju- 
cides, succeeded by direction of his couzin german, on the death of his 
father, and continued in the government until the four hundred and 
seventy seventh of the Hidjerah, when he died, according to the state¬ 
ment of the T&rikh giizeidah, after a reign of ten years ; from which 
it might appear, that it required some deliberation with Alelek Shah, 
before he restored to him the possessious of his father. 
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A. H. 4TT-80. Turan Shah the son of Kawerd, third of the Kermaunian brsthch 
A ' P... 1084 ' 96 ^ of the race of Seljfik, succeeded to his brother; and distinguished a 
ri^akhbaur re *o n °f thirteen years by his uniform justice, and by numerous mon¬ 
uments of piety and benevolence, which he erected in various parts 
TubanShah, 0 f hj s dominions. He died in the four hundred and eighty ninth of 
liId * the Hidjerah. 

Iran Shah, fourth ofthe Kermaunian branch, was the son of the 
A- H. 489-94- preceding prince; but unlike him, devoting his power to every spe¬ 
cies of debauchery and vice, of oppression and violence, the Ker- 
IranShak IVth. maunians ultimately spurned at his authority; and in the four hundred 
and ninety fourth of the Hidjerah put him to death, after a reign of 
five years. 

A. H.494-536. Arslan Shah the son of Kerman S-hah, fifth of this branch of 
A. D. 1096-1101. the race ofSeljuk, was the couzin german of the former monarch, 
through dread of whose cruelty he had been compelled to reside for 
Arslan Shah, some time in the family of a shoemaker; but being raised to the sover¬ 
eign authority, through the concurrence of the Kermaunian chiefs, on 
the death of Iran Shah, he enjoyed a very prosperous and protracted 
reign of two and forty years. 

Melek Mogheytb-ud-dein Mahommed the son of Arslan Shah, 
sixth ofthe Kermaunian branch, succeeded to the government, about 
the five hundred and thirty sixth ofthe Hidjerah, on the death of his 
He conceived it expedient, in order to secure his authority, 
to destroy the sight of some of his brothers, and put others of them to 
death. In other respects his attention appears to have been particu¬ 
larly devoted to the study of astronomy, and to the encouragement of 
sacred architecture. He died in the five hundred and fifty first of the 
Hidjerah, after a reign of fourteen years. 

Mohey-ud-dein Toghrel the son of Mahommed, seventh ofthe Ker¬ 
maunian branch, succeeded to his father, and died in the five hundred 
and sixty third of the Hidjerah,after a reign of twelve years. On the 
death of this prince, a contest for the government ensued between his 
three sous, Behraai Shah, Arslan Shah, and Titrkan Shah, which 
was prosecuted with alternate fortune for a period of twenty years; 
each of the rival princes taking possession of the throne in turn, as 
the issue was favorable to his claims. These distractions produced ixx 
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the state of Kerfnauti, and its inhabitants, every species of anarchy and 
distress ; and prepared the way tor the total subversion of power, which 
shortly afterwards took place. 

Mahommed Shah the son of Behram Shah, last of the Kermaun- 
ian Seljucides, ascended the tottering throne of Kermaun on the death 
of his father and uncles ; but being immediately assailed by an insur¬ 
rection set on foot against his authority by Mubaurek Shah, another 
prince of the race of Seljuk, he retired for assistahce to the dominions 
of Sultan Toghrel the son of Arslan; by whom lie was enabled to re¬ 
enter his country in triumph, Mflbaurek Shah withdrawing precipi¬ 
tately into the territory of Ghour. On the authority of the Tarikh 
guzeidah, it-is at the same time related, that in the five hundred and 
eighty third of the Hidjerah, the province of Kermaun was finally 
subjugatedby Melek Dinaur, one of the chiefs of theGhuzzi; by whom 
the power of the Kawerdians, or Kadruians, was thus totally extin¬ 
guished, after it had subsisted, as it would appear, for about one hun¬ 
dred and fifty yea^s. 

The third branch of the race of Seljfik was destined to the sovereignty 
of the rich peninsula of Asia minor, or Anatolia, or Ruin,* as denomi¬ 
nated by the orientals ; and of this the first monarch is stated, on the 
authority of the same Tarikh guzeidah, to have been Suliman the 
son of Kuttulmesh, son of Issued son of Seljftk ; formerly described to 
have been invested with the monarchy of that noble province, by his 
magnificent kinsman, the illustrious Melek Shah; when that prince, 
as it is alleged, found on the death ofhis recent captive, the emperor 
of Constantinople, that he had left no issue qualified to succeed him. 
It must be here repeated, that the Persian historian every where ascribes 
to Melek Shah, the triumphs over the emperor Romanus allotted to his 
father Alep Arslan, by the Latin and Greek writers. Be that, however, 
as it may, Sultan Suliman established his authority in the noble terri¬ 
tory thus assigned him, in the four hundred and eightieth year of the 
Ilidjerab, the sixth of the emperor Alexius Comnenlis. His reign 

* The Seljukian kingdom of Rum is described as extending from the Euphrates to Con¬ 
stantinople, and from the Euxiue to the confines of Syria; thirty days journey in length, 
and in breadth between the rocks of Lyciaand theEuxine, about ten or fifteen davs, Nice- 
the metropolis of Bilhvnin was chosen for the capital. Vide Gibbon’s Roman empire, 
Vol. X. p. p. 872, 37 o, 3vo. edition. 
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continued for the space of twenty years, from that time to the period 
of his death in the five hundredth of the Hidjerah. 

Kilidje, or Guilitch Arslan the son of Sfiliman, second of the 
Anatolian, or Rumian Seljucides, succeeded to his father, and conti¬ 
nued to reign for a period of eighteen years, to the five hundred and 
eighteenth of the Hidjerah, when he died. It was during the reign of 
this prince, that his capital of Nice, in Bithynia, was besieged by the 
crusaders under Bohemund, Tanered, and Duke Robert of Normandy ; 
and would havefallen to those warlike adventurers, but for the intrigues 
of Alexius the emperor, who took possession for himself. 

Sultan Mussaoud the son of Suliman, third of the Anatolian Sel¬ 
jucides, ascended the throne on the death of his brother; and died in 
five hundred and thirty eight, after a reign of one and twenty years.* 
Sftltan Mussaoud the second, the son of the preceding, and fourth 
of the Anatolian branch, enjoyed a splendid reign of fifteen years from 
the demise of his father; and died in the five hundred and fifty eighth 
of the Hidjerah f 

Kili dje Arslan the second, son ofMftsshoud, fifth of this branch of 
the race of Seljuk, succeeded to his father; reduced the city of Mala- 
tiah, and died in the five hundred and sixty eighth of the Hidjerah,J 
after a reign often years. On the death of this prince the succession 
was disputed by his two sons, Suliman and Key Khossrou ; but the 
contest, after a sanguinary struggle of about ten years, ultimately ter- 
minatingin favor of the former, Key Khossrou submitted to his destiny. 

Rokken-ud-dein Suliman the second, son of Kilidje Arslan, sixth 
of the Anatolian branch, reigned for a period of four and twenty years* 
and died in the six hundred and second of the Hidjerah.§ 

Gheyauth-ud-dein Key Khossrou the son of Kilidje Arslan, 
seventh of the Anatolian branch. 

A nephew of this prince, the son of the former monarch, succeeded 
for a short time, under the title of Ezz-ud-dein Kilidje Arslan ; but be¬ 
ing a minor was opposed in his authority by his uncle, who made him 
a prisoner; and confined him to one of his castles. Key Khossrou then 
assumed the sovereign power to himself, and retained it until the six 
hundred and ninth of the Hidjerah, || when he perished in a battle with 
the infidels—the crusaders so stigmatized by the oriental historians. 

* A. D. 1143. 11163. t 1172. 5 1205. {] 1212. 
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Anatolian branch, succeeded to his brother, and was esteemed the 

ablest and most accomplished monarch of his family. He was several „ „ 

KeyKobapd 

times engaged in battle against thebrave, but unfortunate, Sultan Jul- ixth oftheRii- 

laul-ud-dein Mfeineg Burny, orMengberni,theKhaurezmian, in which mians. 

he was for the greater part victorious ; but when he had continued to 

reign for a period of six and twenty years, he was at last poisoned by 

the direction of his own son Key Khossrou, in the six hundred and 

thirty sixth of the Hidjerah.* 

Gheyauth-ud-dein Key Khossrou the second, the son of Key Ko- 
baud, tenth of the Anatolian branch. 

When this parricide had been suffered to reign for a period of about g FY jjhoss- 
eight years, his country was invaded by the Moghuls ; by whom he was rou, lid and 
decisively defeated. He did not long survive his discomfiture, as he 
appears to have exchanged his ill-gotten power for the grave, in the six 
hundred and forty fourth of the Hidjerah.f 

Rokken-ud-dein Sulim an the third, the son of Key Khossrou, 
eleventh of the Anatolian branch. 

Having secured the diadem of his predecessors, his brother Alla-ud- 
dein Key Kobaud was dispatched by Sfiliman, as his agent to the court 
of HtilaukA Khaun; with whom, having successfully terminated the 
mission on which he had been employed, that prince was on his return Suliman Hid 
to Rdm, of which the capital was at this period probably Iconium, or j Jranc j 1 
Cogni; when, his ungrateful brother, suspecting that he had views to su¬ 
persede him in his power, suborned a person to poison him. After a 
reign of twenty years he was himself condemned to a similar fate by 
Ab&ka Khaun, in the six hundred and sixty fourth of the Hidjerah.J 
Key Khossrou the third the son of Sfiliman, twelfth of the Anato¬ 
lian branch, succeeded to his father, while a minor; the administration 
of his government was placed, however, by Ab&ka Khaun, in the hands 
ofKhaujahMGeyun-ud-deinPurwaunah(themoth)the Kaushian, who ot iu» 

married the mother of the young prince. Key Khossrou continued in c ' 
the nominal sovereignty, until the six hundred and eighty second § of 
* A. D.1238. f A. D. 1246. 11260. §1283. 
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the Hidjerahwhen, after a-reign of eighteen years, h« was-put to death 
in Azerbayjaun, by direction of Sultan Ahmed Khaun. 

Gheyauth-udvdein Mussaoud the third, the son of Key Kawus, 
thirteenth of the Anatolian branch, was sentto thegovernment of Rfitn, 
now no longer an independent sovereignty, under the authority of 
Arghun Khaun. He died in the six hundred and ninety seventh of 
the Hidjerah, when his nephew Key Kobaud the son ofFeraumerz, 
under the auspices of Ghkzan Khaun, became the fourteenth and last 
©f this branch of the race of Seljuk. For, not long after his acces¬ 
sion, entering into designs hostile to the authority of that monarch, 
either real or pretended, a force was dispatched into Anatolia; -by 
which, about the six hundred and ninety eighth of the Hidjerah, 
the power of the family was finally extinguished : none of the race of 
Seljuk, subsequent to that period,being admitted to govern the country. 
From otherauthorities # welearn,that in the course of the 1299th ofthe 
Christian tera, they were succeeded by another race of Turks, the sub¬ 
sequent mastersof Constantinople; of whom the founder was Osman or 
Othman the son of Orthogrul, probably Ourtoghrel, on whose esta- 
-blishment, it would be foreign to the design of these pages to expatiate. 

It becomes, however, in this place incumbent on the author to apolo¬ 
gize for an inadvertency, of some magnitude, in the second page of the 
preface to the first volume ; where it will be observed that the Otto¬ 
mans are spoken of, as if they were to be identified with the Anatolian, 
or Rumian Seljucides, from whom, as we have just seen, they must he 
considered as entirely distinct. The sheet was indeed scarcely out 
of the press, before the inaccuracy of the term was discovered, however 
too late for correction. If the candid reader will substitute, “Oth- 
manlu , or Turks of the house of Othman” for“Othmanlu or Ottoman 
Seljucides” the passage will be unexceptionable. 

••Gibbon’s Roman empire. 
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W ITH the ordinary brevity of the original, our narrative will next 
be employed to describe the principal events that distinguished 
the government of the Khaurezm Shihies, or monarchs of Khaurezm; 
whose elevation, decline, and extinction, without farther preliminary, 
it becomes our business now to examine. 

The great ancestor of the princes of this race, then, according to 
the generality of historians, is stated to have been Noushteguin, or 
Noushtekein Ghirjah, a slave of Turkish extraction, originally the pro¬ 
perty.of Belghtekein ; but being promoted to the office of cupbearer, 
or butler, to Melek Shah the Seljhkian, an office to which the reven¬ 
ues of the province of Khaurezm were then attached, Noushtekein, as 
formerly noticed, was invested by that monarch with the government 
of the same province ; which on his death was bestowed, with additional 
honors and preferments, on his eldest son Kutb-ud-dein Mahommed, 
a prince of extraordinary endowments and ability. 

Khtb-ud-dein Mahommed, the son of Noushtekein, first of the 
Khaurezm Shhhies, or kings of Khaurezm. 

During the refign of Sultan Burguiaurug, in the four hundred and 
ninety first of the Hidjerah, while Shltan Sunjur was vet governor of 
Khorassaun, Kutb-ud-dein Mahommed became sovereign of Khau¬ 
rezm, with the title of Khaurezm Shah ; a dignity which he sustained 
with singular splendor and success, for a period of thirty years; conti¬ 
nuing, nevertheless, year after year, alternately with hisson Atseiz, to 
attend the court of the Seljukian monarch. The whole period of his 
government is, indeed, represented to have been distinguished by an 
ext mplary course of service to the monarchs of that race, against whom 
lie never in any instance suffered the slightest sentiment of hostility, 
or disaffection, to enter his breast. He died in the five hundred and 
twenty first of the Hidjerah, and was a liberal patron of learning and 
learned men. 
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Atseiz the son of M.ahommed, second of the Khaurezm Shahte#. 

Succeeding to the government on the death of his father, this prince 
like him persevered in his attachment to the" house ofSeljiik ; to the 
reigning representative of which, SAltan Sunjur, he is also said to have 
rendered the most important services. But, being in consequence of 
these services admitted toadegree offavor with that monarch, far beyond 
his compeers, the jealousy of the othercourtiers was at last excited ; and 
they combined to expel him from the presence of their master. Atseiz, 
discovering however the malignant designs of his enemies, determined 
to anticipate them, and obtained the permission of the Sultan to with¬ 
draw into Khaurezm ; on which occasion it is said that the monarch, 
on taking leave of his feudatory, should have observed, that this was a 
bolt from his bow, which he was never likely to see again ; and tfye 
courtiers demanding the motive of their sovereign, for thus dismissing 
him to his province, with such a conviction on his mind, Sultan Sun¬ 
jur confessed, that the services of Atseiz were so great and so faithful, 
that the slightest violence on his part, was not to be justified by any 
principle of good faith or generosity. 

Not long after he arrived in Khaurezm, Atseiz, as appears to have 
been foreseen, began to exhibit those proofs of an ambitious and refrac¬ 
tory disposition, which led to his undisguised and final rebellion ; on 
which, in the five hundred and thirty third of the Hidjerah,* SAltan 
Sunjur proceeded with his troops into that province. Atseiz was, on 
this occasion, entirely defeated, and expelled the country, and his son 
Eyl Kutlugh was taken prisoner and put to death by the Sfiltan ; by 
whom the government was now transferred to his own brother, Suli- 
man Shah; after which without suspicion offuture mischief he returned 
into Ir&k. On the departure of Sultan Sunjur, however, Atseiz em¬ 
braced the opportunity to re-enter Khaurezm ; and Sulhnan, being by 
some failure or other unprepared for resistance, immediately evacuated 
the country to join his brother. On this, Atseiz openly proclaimed his 
independence of all foreign authority ; and proceeded to prosecute his 
designs against the power of the house of Seljftk, with increasing ani«- 
mosity and inveteracy. 

In the nvehundredand thirty eighth of the Hidjerahf Sfiltan Sunjur 
again entered Khaurezm, where he besieged his rebellious feudatory in 

* A, D. JL13U, f A. D. 1143, 
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the capital of the same name. When he had, however, reduced it to the 
point of submission, he was prevailed upon by theintreaties, the prayers 
of Atseiz, supported by some well-timed and costly presents, to grant 
him terms of pardon and oblivion; and to leave him still in possession 
of his government, in defiance of every maxim of ordinary policy, and 
prudence. Accordingly, the Sultan had no sooner reached his capital 
of Merfi, than he found ample reason to lament his ill-requited indul¬ 
gence, in the information that reached him, that the prince of Khau- 
rezm had openly resumed his former plans of disobedience and revolt. 
Under such circumstances a person of the name of AzeibSauber, a na¬ 
tive of Termed, was employed on the part of the Sultan to reclaim him 
to a sense of duty. Atseiz contrived to detain the agent, while he 
dispatched a couple of assassins to Meru, for the purpose of destroying 
his sovereign. The treacherous design became however known to 
Azeib, and he privately sent to apprize the monarch of his danger. 
The assassins were upon this discovered and put to death, and the 
faithful agent was condemned for his vigilance to perish in the Jeyhun. 

About four years afterwards, in the five hundred and forty-second 
of the ITidjerah, Sultan Sunjur resumed hostilities with the Khaur- 
ezmian; against whom he this time commenced his operations by the 
siege of llazaurasp, the principal frontier town on the side ofKhoras- 
saun. On this occasion his bard Anwari, is said to have addressed to 
the Sultan some verses, of which the following’may be the sense of the 
concluding lines. “ Great monarch, be this day’s effort directed to 
“subjugate Hazaurasp ; to morrow Khaurezm, with one hundredthou- 
“ sand horse, shall be thine;” thisbeingapun upon the word asp, which 
signifies a horse in the Persian, but a town in the Khaurezmian 
dialect. Resheid Wetwaut, a friend of the Khaurezmian’s, on the 
other hand, attached the following couplet to an arrow, and shot it 
Into the camp of the Sultan. “Although thine enemy, noble prince, 
“(addressed to his patron) were possessed of the valour of Rustum ; 
“ he shall not be suffered to appropriate even an ass, from Hazaurasp.** 
The sarcasm conveyed in these few words excited in the Seljukian a 
very violent degree of resentment; and he declared that the unfortu¬ 
nate bard should be cut into seven pieces, the moment he was. master 
of the town. Resheid found means, however, when the Sultan’s 
.troops were in possession of the place, to interest some of the members 
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A. H. 542-47. of the court in his favor; one of whom, at a convenient opportunity, 
A. D. 1147-52. ven t ure( j jq intimate to his sovereign that the Wetwaut,* a bird 
ti^khbaur* 80 diminutive, could illsupport dissection, into so many parts 

as seven ; peradventure, if his highness were not particularly averse 
to it, it might be more convenient to divide him, into two equal and 
similar parts. This species of application had its effect with the be** 
nevolent Sultan, who sehled the obnoxious poet’s pardon with a smild. 
On the reduction ofHazaurasp the Sftltan proceeded to invest the 
capital; but while lie was prosecuting the siege, a devout person, of 
the name of Ahfi-poush, repaired to his camp, with overtures toward* 
sin accommodation on the part of Atseiz; and the proposals being 
again accompanied with presents'of suitable magnitude and value, it 
was finally agreed that,on appearing on the bank of the Jeyhftn, and 
prostrating himself to the earth in the presence of his lord paramount* , 
the Khaurezmian should be permitted to return unmolested, with 
a general pardon for his multiplied offences. Atseiz presented him¬ 
self very punctually on the spot agreed upon ; but instead of the sti¬ 
pulated prostration, to which his haughty spirit could ill brook to 
submit, he contented himself with a respectful inclination of the head* 
he,withoutdismountingfrom his horse; and without further ceremony, 
quitted the conference before the Sultan. Although this was a spe¬ 
cies of demeanor but ill suited to the disposition of the Seljfikian, he 
was, however, prevailed upon by an excess of lenity and indulgence 

to wink at it, and to return to his metropolis of MerCt, without exhibit- 
\ 

ing any proof of resentment; neither did any further hostilities ever 
after take place between him, and this refractory and powerful vassal. 

In the five hundred and forty-seventh of the Hidjerah, the Ivhaur- 
ezmian carried his conquests to the eastward of the Ox us ; where he 
made himself master of the city of Jund on the Seyhun, and of the 
territory of Soghnauk, or Saganac above Otraur. When, in the 
course of the following year, Sultan Sunjur became a captive in the 
hands of the Ghuzzians, he repaired, however, into Khorassaun to a 
conference with Rokken-ud dein Mahmud, the sister’s son of the 
Sultan ; with whom he continued fora period of three months, arrang- 

* The Persian name fior a mountain swallow, or martinet. 



393 

ftig in the neighborhood of Nissa, those plans which were conceived 
best calculated to restore the legitimate government. Of these plans 
Sftltan Stirtjur on his escape from captivity,- failed however to take 
advantage. 

In the early part of the five hundred and fifty first of the Hidjerah, 
when confined to the bed'of sickness, Atseiz happened to over-hear 
one of his attendants recite a'passage of the Koran, adverting to the 
awful crisis of death and dissolution; which conceiving to prognosticate 
that his disorder would prove fatal, it assumed in consequeuce an un¬ 
favorable and serious turn, and he died in the latter Jummaudy of the 
same year,* at the age of sixty one. He had ruled over Khaurezm 
altogether, for a period of nine and twenty years; for sixteen years of 
which, with independent sovereignty; and he has, at the same time, 
been equally applauded for the mildness of his disposition, the strength 
of his understanding, and his exquisite learning. 

Ayeil Arslan the son of Atseiz, third of the. Khaurezm Shahies, 
assumed the sovereign authority on the death of his father; and ex¬ 
tended his dominions by a variety of conquests both in the territory 
beyond the Oxus, and in Khorassaun. Some indications of hosti¬ 
lity on the part of his brother Sfiliman, rendered it expedient as a mea¬ 
sure of self defence, to consign him to perpetual imprisonment. Ayeil 
Arslan died on the nineteenth of the month of Rudjubf of the five 
hundred and sixty seventh of the Hidjerah, after.a reign oi nearly se¬ 
venteen years. 

Sultan Shaii the son of Ayeil Arslan, fourth of the Khaurezm 
Shahies. 

This prince, in opposition to the prior claims of Tukkesh Khaun, his 
elderbrother, succeeded to the throne of the Khaurezmians immedi¬ 
ately on the death of his father ; the administration'of affairs being 
undertaken by his mother Melka Khatun. In the mean time the elder 
brother, who presided in the government of Jund on the Seyhun at 
the period of his fathel’sdeath, dispatched* on intelligence of that event, 
an agent to fiemand from Sultan Shah the cession of a part of their father’s 
dominions; to which, in reply, he received a peremptory refusal, andan 

* August, A. D. 1150. + Sixteenth of March, 1172. 
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intimation that the sword alone must decide their plaims. Th$ S6ka* 
soon afterwards took the &ejd a± the head pf a powerful arpny to anti¬ 
cipate the designs of his brother, who immediately retired for pfotec^ 
tion into Kara Kh&tay ; the adjoining Tartarian territory, at this period 
under the government of a female. To thig princess, provided through 
her assistance he should be enabled to reduce Kh&urez-m, Tukkesh 
Shaun engaged to remit from the revenues of that country, an annual 
•proportion to a great, amount; and the queen off Kara Khatay acceding 
to'his request, finally,dispatched her own jhusband, to whom the histo¬ 
rian 'has assigned the nameofKerma, with a prodigious force, to put the 
fugitive prinoe in possession of his -father’s dominions. The country 
was evacuated on their approach by Sultan Sjhaih, who withdrew to 
N-e.yshapfir, in the neighboring -provinceof Khomasapn ; on whiqh> 
in the latter Rebbeia of the five hundred and sixty eighth of-the Ilid- 
jerah, Tukkesh Khaun, entered the capital pf Khaurezm apparently 
without resistance. A contest, however, continued to be main¬ 
tained between thectwo'brothers,.with^unabated animosity, for a very 
^protracted series of years, Sultan Shah finding occasional support fropi 
the surrounding powers ; until about the conclusion of his life, huv- 
ing^suoceeded in making himself master of some of the .principal 
cities df Khorassaun, an accommodation was at last brought about 
'with Tukkesh Khaun ; who on the death of his brother, not long after¬ 
wards, namely on- the thirteenth day of Ramzaun of the five hundred 
and eighty ninth*of the Hidjerah, became sole sovereign of the.Khan- 
rezmion- domi nions. 

Tukkesh Khaun the son of Ayeil Arslan, fifth of the Khaurezm 
Shahies. 

Tukkesh Khaun .wasproceeding for the last-time into Khorassaiyi, 
at the commencement of the year five hundred and , eighty nine, .to 
chastize the .ambitious (spirit of his brother, when on his arrival,at 
Abiw.erd, he received from*the governor of Serkhess, subject tp the 
authority of Sfiltan Shah, a dispatehi with overtures of submission. P n 
which Tukkesh'Khaun hastened his. march ; but before he could pro¬ 
cure an interview with Sti ltan Shah, that prince. 1 had .withdrawn to the 
• Twenty seventh of Septa tuber,. J1Q3. 
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mansions 6f the dead ; thus leaving the to bole Of Khorasaaun, a possession 
no longer disputed, tohismorefortunatebrother. Ittoas the intention of 
the Khaurezmian upon this, to confer the territory of Serkbeiss andMerd, 
upon h« eldest son, Kdtbud-dein Mahommed; from which he suf¬ 
fered himself however to be dissuaded by Melek Shah a younger son, 
who solicited the government of these places for himself, Sdkan Ma¬ 
hommed beifcginvested With that of Neysbapur. This,at the expiration 
of a little tinhe, Mahommed also committed to the same brother, re¬ 
pairing himself to the ptefeeade of his father in Khaurezm. 

In the course of the five hundred and ninetieth of the Hidjerah,* in 
Consequence of the defeat and death ofTbnaghauje, his governor of Rey, 
and of an alleged infraction of treaty on the part of Sultan Toghrel 
the Seljhkian, Tukkesh Khaun invaded Persian Iriik ; and the greater 
part of that powerful province submitting to hi* authority, on the death 
of the Sultan as formerly described, he consigned the government of 
IsMiaun, together with the oontfoul of all the feudatories dependent 
'■upon it, to his ally K4tl&gh Eynaunje ; the city and territory -pf Rey 
being, however, placed under the authority of his third son Yuness 
Khaun, with Meyajek for his Atabek or tutor. Tukkesh Khaun re¬ 
turned to pass the cold season in Khaurezm ; but i® the course of the 
ensuing spring, (engaging in an expedition agiaiaist -Sqghaauk, on the 
Seybun, the Khann of tbeoountry advanced to oppose him,; and, either 
through the treachery or'cowardice ofsomeof his principal command¬ 
ers, gave him a total defeat, by which fate was compelled to retire 
into Khaurezm, with disgrace'and loss. On the other hand, Nausser- 
ud-dein Melek Shah, having delegated the governBaentofKhorassaun 
to bis son Arslan Shah, hastened to (Join his father; while .Sunjur Shah y 
Obserwng that fprovin cedesfcrt ute^of‘its presiding power, and abandoned 
tb thedii^cretidn of the turbulent and disaffected, began tofornadesigns 
subversive of the established authority. But, before he'OOuld cany 
those 'cWdighs into execution, liritelHgtrtce of his ^ambitious views 
being dchrveyted to Tiikkesh Kh®Un,that monarch demanded his pre- 
uenoe in fKhaarOzm, bdforeite could be aware that his plans ;had been 
- Refected. On J his arrival hfe was immediately -deprived «of .sight, and 
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A. H. 590-03. then imprisoned ; but after a short time he was,, at the solicitation t>f 
a. r>. 1194-97. the monarch’s sister, set at large, and every pecuniary advantage res- 
Kholaussut- tored to him. 

Yfiness Khaun beingattaeked,about the same period,hy a complaint 
in his eyes, and failing of a cure at the metropolis of his> government, 
pjpocefeded into Khorassaun^ leaving.the province of Rev, with the au¬ 
thority of lieutenant^ to the discretion of Meyajeknr Encouraged by 
his absence on this occasion, Mheyud-ud-dein, entitled Eben-ul-Kus- 
saub (thebuteher'sboy) theVezzeir of the KhftlifliJlNausser, advanced 
by direction of his sovereign with the design of seizing Ir&k,-while Kut- 
lhgb Eyn'aunje, in order to defeat the’enterprize, hastened .to join Me- 
yajCli, and was unjustly put to death by that chief; his head being 
transmitted to Tukkesh Khaun, with the statement that he .had been 
cutoff'in consequence of the discovery of some secret views of hosti¬ 
lity, which he hud been-hatebihgagainst the authority oftheKhaurezm- 
ian. 'Tukkesh Khaun, although he required no further proof of-the 
contumacious dispositioni of his vassal} thought it advisable for the 
present to dissemble tiis resentment, and to .-confine his suspicions to 
his ,*own breast,’making the best bf his! way to the scene of .danger. 
The Khalifs general died in the mean timeion reaching Merdgaun : 
and the troops of Baghdad, although they' concealed the death of their 
leader, and evinced for some time a disposition at all hazards, to give 
battle to the Khaurezmian, ultimately besought his mercy, or dispersed 
in various directions. Having thus re-establikhed his authority with¬ 
out much difficulty, Tukkesh Khaun appears to have directed his 
vengeance against the remains of the Khalif’s general, which he caused 
to be torn from the.grave, and the head to be. struck off and conveyed 
into Khaurezm. Then placing one of his grandsons ra the government 
of Isfahaun, the Khaurezmian returned to .the capital of his hereditary 
dominions. 

Nausser-ud-dein Melek-Shah dying in the former Rebbeia, ofi the 
five hundred and ninety third of the Hidjerah,* his father, at.th0 expir¬ 
ation of the customary period of mourning, deputed.his0ther.son Mo¬ 
hammed, together with Saud-ud-dein MiWaoud his minister, to. take 

A* February, 1197.- 
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climge t qf ihe-go-vernment of Kbprass^un. Towards the .close of the A. \l. 504-80. 
year fivehundred and ninety fopr, the,annunciation of independence in A • D ll 9 B V 2()0< 
Persian Iriik, onibe:.pajt..of Meyajek, drew upon, him without fujtjber 
delay theresentment of the Khaurpzppan monarch; at whose approach 
the usurper immediately chose to fly. He fell however into the hands 
pfthe.troops employed to pursue him, although bps life was spared at 
the intercession of his brother;• and his punishment remitted fo,a 
twelve months imprisonment, at the expiration of \yhiph he,was to 
withdraw to Jilnd, there to pass the remainder of^his days in exile., 

Before he returned into Khaurezm from this expedition, T.ukke^h 
Khaum employed his,troops to reduqe the fortress of iVfslangushai in 
the neighborhood of Kazvein, belonging to the Jsmauilians of 
mowqt; y'liich, after a siege of some months, the garrison agreed to 
evacuate, on being allowed to.retire to,the metropolis of the sect. On 
the attaipm'ent of this object, ttys Khaurezmian, after placing the go¬ 
vernment of Irak Ajem under the authority of afourth son, Tauje-ud- 
jd^in Ally Shah, withdrew into, his hereditary dominions. Thus were 
matters circumstanced yvhen Saud-ud-dein .Mussaoud, the Vezzeir, 


falling by the knife of pne of the fsmauilians, the resentment of the 
Khaureznojian was afresh ( awakened.at tlpp, intelligence; and his son 
Kutbud-dein Mahommed, subsequent monarch of Khaurezm, received 
his instructions to proceed immediately with, a competent force, to at¬ 
tack and : demolish the vyli.ole pf the castles, and other receptacles,of 
these sanguinary zealots, from ^ersheizjO.p the western boundary,pf 
.Khorassaun, to the ,utmost limits of their, country. In conformity 
with his instructions, the Shahzadah commenced his operations with 
the siege of Tersheiz ; during which his. principal t standard one day 
being throwjp down, in a manner that no person could account for, it 
was immediately considered as an omen that foreboded some serious 
evil; and accordingly intelligence soon afterwards- reached him that hps 
father was dead. : , j; . , 


Tukkesii Khaun had been attacked, in the course of; the five hun¬ 
dred and ninety sixth ( pf ttye Hidjerah, by a quinsey, or inflammation 
in the throat; but of this, i* 1 a little time, his physicians succeedpjd, 
as they thought, ip effecting, his cure: an^ he.was on fiis j march from 
Kliaurezm to join in the war against the Istnauilians, when, on reach- 
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. h. 59S-607. mg the fetation called the well of the Arab's, he experienced a ftesh at- 
. D. 1200-10. {;£££ of his complaint: which carried him to his grave at the age of fifty 
WktlV SUt " ^ hfld after an eventful and spiehdid reign of eight And twenty yfe&fs* 

Sftltdn Mahommed the son of Tukkefeh Khauii, sixth of tlic 
Khaurezm Shahies. 

On intelligence of his' fathers’s dissolution, Sultan Mahomrhed im¬ 
mediately abandoned the siege ofTersheiz; and hastening into Khaur- 
c ezm with tHe celerity of lightning, he was triumphantly conducted 
into the capital, by the nobles and the principal Ameirs of the govern¬ 
ment ; by whom, bn the twentieth of Shavaul of the five hundred and 
hinety sixth of the Hi dye rah,* he was quietly seated on the thtone of 
the Khaurezmians. 

'He had, however, been scarcely well settled on his throti'A, when 
the province of KliorAssaun Was wrested from him, by the Sdlthhs 
„ Gheyauth-ud-dein, and ShahaUb-ud-dein the GhuVianS. For the de- 

MOMMEDVIth covery 6f this important province, Sultan Mahommed engaged in hn 
of the Khaur- hyduoUS and protracted contest with the tWo brothers, during which, 
ezm Shahies. actions which took place, he was victorfbhs. On the 

sutfefe^Weht death of both the adverse Sultans, he fihally subdued to 
the aut^hhtityofhis exch : eqa‘er,the greater part of the Caiih tries of which 
thhyhhd forcibly'usurped the ‘possession. 

Towards the 'Commencement of the six hundred and seventh‘of'the 
Hidjerah,Sfiltan'Mahomm'edhad, however, hot only red need the whole 
bf Khoras'sabn, blit by‘far tfie greater part of the other provinces of the 
'Perfeiah dnfpire. The View? of the Khaurc^iniah, his mihd'befhg tfdw 
attest with respect to‘hft'Conquests Westward, Were tHdh diYected'to 
the reduction ofThrkeStaun ; knd f6h wA'r \vithGhi*khaun, the mbnatch 
‘of KAfa 'KMt&y, or black, or central Tartary. With that ‘design 'he 
accotding'ly crossed the Oxits, and fnvbsfed Bo'kMra; bf which ‘he soon 
after ‘made ‘himself dta^ter, “putting ¥he goVbrnor WHO had recen tly 
usurped his authority, to the sword. He proceeded next tb Sariiar- 
Tiand, hrifl the'gbVeitror,'Sdltah'G^httran, hastening to meet him, and 
voluntarily efirdllingfn‘fftfe Irst of *his fbfairrers, 'he acquired 
-p'osse's’feIbh'of tHAt"city Withdtrt ftlftttdrbbstAfcle. Having secured thebe 
n Wo‘impdrtimt ‘d'dqiiliiffdrfs,‘SftMh'Maho’riihi^d advahced without ftir- 

# Second oirAuglist/lS&O. 
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ther delay, aud in great force towards the territory ofGurkhaun ; By 
whom an army not less formidable, under Taynkft Terauz, the princi¬ 
pal minister, and most distinguished general of the empire, was em¬ 
ployed to oppose the invaders. On one of the Fridays in the former 
Rebbeia, of the six hundred and seventh of the Hidjerah # the Khaurez- 
tnians andK&ra Khatayans came to a decisive-battle; which terminated 
in the total defeat of the latter, and in the captivity of their general. In 
consequence of this signal victory, the city of Otraur submitted to 
Sultan Mahommed; who, after taking possession, and placing it ih charge 
of an officer in whose fidelity he could confide, returned towards Sa¬ 
markand, and ultimately into Khaurezm ; where he causedthe captive 
general of the Kara Khatayans, who had preceded him, to be put to 
'death. 

Not long after this, he received however intelligence that the city 
of Samarkand was closely invested by the Karakhatayans, although the 
garrison, in seventy two conflicts in which they had been engaged 
with their besiegers, were said to have been only once beaten. The 
SCiltan proceeded without delay to the relief of that celebrated metro- 
tropolis; and the Karakhatayans,receiving at the same.time intelligence 
of his approach, and of the revolt of Kfishlek,a prince of the royal blood 
of Turkestaun, hastily broke up the siege, and withdrew to their own 
country. The Khaurezmian now encamped near Samarkand ; and was 
employed in augmenting the numbers, and completing the equipments 
of his army, when the agents of Kfishlek presented themselves, for the 
purpose of negociating an alliance with him ; and a treaty was with¬ 
out much difficulty concluded on the spot,by which it was agreed, 
that if the Khaurezmian succeeded in first subjugating the power 
of the Karakhatayan monarch, the whole of the country extending to 
KashgMr and Khoten should be ceded to his authority ; on the con¬ 
trary, that the whole of the territory westward to the Seyhun, or river 
of Finauket, should belongto theTartar Sultan,provided heoutstripped 
his ally in the successful prosecution of the war. Sub$equent to the 
ratification of this treaty, two battles were fought between Gfirkhaun 
and Kusblek, in one of which the latter was victorious, in the other 
vanquished. SfiltanMahorrihied,when-hisarrangementswerecomplete, 
next proceeded to attack theKhaun; but, in the battle which ensued, 
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A. H. 610-11 . through a misunderstanding, as far as the passage is intelligible, be- 
A. D. 1213-14- t ween the white ahd blue sects,{seffeid, kabpd jamahgaun) apd.somg 
flUkhbaur °^ ers ^is principal generals, the,.army of the Suitgp suffered a 
considerable check. The field beiag however pbtfeured by an enorm¬ 
ous cloud of dust, it became impossible to discrimii^eiAhp victors 
from the vanquished ; and both armies being at the same time struck 
\fith a panic, immediately-fled in difl'erept directions. In these 
circumstances, the Ivhaurezmiao, attended by a few,of his guards, 
foyndbimself when he least expectediit, in the camp of his adversary ; 
but being.disguised, according to a practice which it seems he some 
tiypes adopted, in the uniform of the enemy, his person was fortu¬ 
nately not. recognised ; and thus escaping the,most immineut danger of 
captivity, he made good his retreat to the river ofFinauket, where he 
rejoined his troops without further accident. Shortly afterwards he 
returned, into Khaurezm, in-order to recruit his losses and restore-the 
equipments of his army. 

In the course of the six hundred and eleventh of the Ilidjerah,* on 
suspicion of an illicit intercourse with his mother, the Sultan, in a fit 
of inebriation, put to death a certain religious devptee ©f the name of 
Mejid-ud-dein Baghdady, who had settled in his dominions ; but the 
next day repenting of his rashness, he endeavored; to atone for the 
act by conveying to Shaikh Nudjm-ud-dmn, another religious indivi¬ 
dual of tire time, a cup of gold, whjch.he however declined to accept. 
The same year, ^receiving intelligence of the death of Tauje-ud-dein 
Yelduz, who hadsucc,ceded to the government ofGrheznin, on the demise 
of Shah&b-ud-deiffli the Ghourian, and that one of the slayps.had seated 
himself on the throne of his master, Sultan Mahommed, was seized 
with the.desire of subjugating the metropolis of Sebekteggin ; and ac- 
cordingly.proaeeded, with, the necessary expedition, at the head of his 
troops for that quarter. He effected the reduction pf Ghqzntn wijth 
the territory dependent, upon it, without much difficulty; and in exam¬ 
ining Abe.reposHory.pf SvjUsp khahauh-ud-deip’s treasures, jipfOHfld 
: amOngHho archjtfesof'the government certain letters addressed ^that 
prince, ypdqf.thesigpatmfep^the Naussqr,.vrhichsufficiently 

-akttwted thathefes^dbeep the principal, if'potpole caus^pf the’hostilities 
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in which the Ghburian had engaged with Sultan Mahommed. Acir- A. H. ei*. 
cumstance which produced, in the Khaurezmian, no slight augmenta- A. D. vm. 
tion to the displeasure with which he was already affected towards the Kbolaussut- 
representative of the house of Abbas. 

In consequence of this, in the six hundred and fourteenth of the 
Hidjerah, having previously procured from the Imaums, or sacerdo¬ 
tal order of his government, a decree or Fetva, declaring in substance 
that the house of Abbas having, by its pernicious example, given a 
sanction to the most unlawful practices, and long since discontinued 
to advance the interests of Isl&m by the sword, or by war against the 
infidels, it was become the duty of any prince who possessed tire 
means of accomplishing it, (in order that justice might resume her 
proper seat) to restore the dignity of the Imaumut to the Seyuds of 
the race of Husseyne, the Khaurezmian publicly pledged his allegi- 
auee to Seyud AM-ul-mulk Termedy, and commenced his march for 
Baghdad. For reasons formerly stated, he was, however/constrained 
to abandon his design. He had not yet passed through the territory 
of Ir&k Ajem, when the dispatches reached him from Ghayr Khaun 
the governor of Otraur, soliciting his sanction for the death of some 
of the subjects of Jengueiz , who had appeared at that city for the pur¬ 
pose, as they professed, of trade. 

The nature of the incident, which produced in its consequences 
such dreadful effects, is thus briefly explained. The public tranquil¬ 
lity, and the security of general intercourse had attained to so envia¬ 
ble a pitch towards the conclusion of the reign of Sultan Mahommed, 
that the merchant, with a confidence which feared no molestation, 
and for a very moderate profit, might venture to convey his commo¬ 
dities from the remotest limits of the east, to the extremities of the 
west ; and every species of apparel bearing at that period the most 
advantageous prices in the extensive encampoients and armies of 
Jengueiz, a certain Ahmed Khojendy, with other merchants of his 
class, availing themselves of the opportunity to enrich themselves, 
hastened to transport a large assortment of silk, and linen goods, to so 
profitable a market. They experienced from Jengueiz the kindest 
treatment, and the most liberal encouragement; and that great con¬ 
queror, when they were on their return to their own country, directed 
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that the prince^, hissonS, and his most distinguished Ameirs, should 
each select from among his servants two persons, with a sufficient 
sum of money, to accompany these merchants; for the purpose of pro- 
curing an investment of theartides which might be thought best suited 
to the demands of his people. Four hundred and fifty individuals of tha 
Mahommedan religion were accordingly chosen for the expedition, 
and furnished with a very great supply of treasure, to carry on a spe¬ 
culation which seemed to promise such extensive reciprocal advanJ 
tages. They were further entrusted with a message, conceived in tho- 
most friendly and conciliatory language, from Jengueiz to SAItan Ma- 
hommed, proposing that the system ot jealousy and reserve, which had 
hitherto subsisted between them, might be exchanged for one of con¬ 
fidence and unanimity. 

When this peaceable body of merchants reached Otraur, thevpro-' 
ceeded to visit Aynaljek the governor, who bore the title of Ghayr 
Khaun. Unfortunately, one of the party, an old acquaintance of the 
governor’s, presumed on the strength of former intimacv to addrestf 
him by his original name; and this occasioned such offence, that a 
design was immediately formed on the part of the same governor to cut 
them all off, and seize their treasure. He first however imprisoned 
the whole, dispatching an agent to represent to Shltan Mahommed,' 
then in Ir&k, that certain spies in the employment of Jengueiz Khaun 
had appeared in the territory under his jurisdiction ; and to request 
instructions in what manner to proceed with them. Without the 
slightest reflection on the consequences which might be the result,' 
the Khaurezmian sent orders that they should he put to death ; which 
with as little compunction, the governor of Otraur carried into imme¬ 
diate execution. One of the merchants escaping, however, from the 
very place of execution, conveyed to, Jengueiz a full account of this 
atrocious proceeding ; on which that monarch, with great apparent 
moderation, dispatched an embassy to demand reparation for the in jury, 
and to request that the author of it might he delivered up to him tor 
punishment. Sfiltau Mahommed impelled by his evil destiny, and 
with a barbarity which hastened his downfal, caused the embassador 
to be also put to death. 



403 


, 'The indignation of Jengueizon receipt of this piece of intelligence, A. H. fli4-tt. 
it would perhaps be easier to imagine than describe. And it was on A ' D ' 1217 20 ‘ 
this occasion that he ascended the hill in the neighborhood of his j^^baur. 
principal encampment, and earnestly implored the aid of the supreme 
being, in the prosecution of a just vengeance ; when hearing a sound 
or noise, which he considered as indicative of the success of his design, 
he hastened to carry it into execution ; and with an army as numer¬ 
ous as the sands on the desert of Khaurezm, entered on that war, on 
which he had now irrevocably determined against Sultan Mahommed, 
to whom he at the same time dispatched a final message, announcing 
his approach. 

The Khaurezmian on his part, leaving his son Rokken-ud-deitl 
Ghursantchei to preside in Irak, hastened without delay to meet the 
danger; but, on his arrival at Neyshapur, immersed, in a manner to 
which he does not hitherto appear to have been accustomed, in wine 
and debauch, he delayed his march for the space of a month. He 
proceeded, however, at last across the Oxus|toBokh&ra; in the precincts* 
ofwhioh he suffered himself to be again seduced into the same fatal 
and unbecoming excesses, so ill suited to the tremendous crisis whicbi 
was approaching. In these circumstances he learnt that Tukeia, or 
T&kna Khaun,* one of the princes of Turkestaun, was in motion 
either to join him, or to oppose the advance of ,the Moghuls, and that 
he was directing his march for Jund, on the Seyhftn ; and soon after¬ 
wards becoming further apprized that a division of the Moghul troops 
under Jtijy Khaun, the eldest of the four sbns of Jengueiz, was in 
quest of the Tartar chief, he took, with a part of his army, the samp 
direction ; and being ultimately joined, atSamarkand, by the remainder, 
proceeded with all celerity to Jfind. As he continued his march, 
from the latter place, the Khaurezmian, in a position between the cba- 
nels of two rivers, was rather surprized at observing the.ground covered 
with the slain of a recent battle; from among which a wounded man 
was discovered, who informed him, that Tukeia Khaun had been 
attacked by the troops of Jengueiz ; and that the latter, after a dread¬ 
ful slaughter of the Tartars, were now proceeding to rejoin the camp 

• This was probably the prince of the Mekreit, who had separated from Koushluk, Khaiia 
•f the daymans. 
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A. H. 614-17. of their sovereign. Sultan Mahommed upon this, hastened without 
A. D. 1217-20. -delay in pursuit of the Moghfils, whom, in the course of the following 
J akhb lUt came U P aR d immediately prepared to engage. Jujy 

Khaun and his officers are said, on this occasion, to have made known 
to the Sultan, that they were not exactly authorized to give him 
battle ; nevertheless, if he was determined to become the aggressor, 
that they should not decline the conflict. The Sfiltan, however, im¬ 
mediately attacked them with equal fury and impetuosity, while the 
Moghuls resisted with immoveable firmness from sunrise until night. 
Then kindling innumerable fires in their camp, to deceive their adver¬ 
saries, they retired to join the main body of their army under Jen- 
gueiz in person; who upon this accelerated his march for the territo¬ 
ries on the Oxus. 

Sultan Mahommed on the proof which he had thus just experienced 
of the prowess and discipline of the Moghdls, gave way on the other 
hand to the most discouraging apprehensions, and retreated without 
further effort immediately to Samarkand. Here his alarms were not 
a little augmented, and his judgment entirely bewildered by a declar¬ 
ation of the astrologers, that the unfavorable aspect of the heavenly 
bodies rendered it advisable to avoid, during the present year, a second 
conflict with his enemies. At this period we are told, that there 
were assembled under the immediate command of the Khaurezmi in, 
not much less than four hundred thousand horse; all of whom, however, 
he now broke up into detachments,anddispersed to thedifferentquarters 
of his dominions, he himself taking the direction of Khorassaun. And 
it is here said that in crossing the ditch of Samarkand on his de¬ 
parture, he should have observed to his attendants, that the armies 
which sought his destructi n were in number so prodigious, that they 
could fill that ditch by merely casting their whips into it. An expres¬ 
sion which effectually destroyed the confidence, and broke the spirit 
of every class of his subjects. He transmitted at the same time in¬ 
structions to his mother Turkan Kh&tun, in Khaurezm, to convey 
the whole of his family; women and children, towards Mazanderaun; 
which she immediately carried into execution, first casting several of 
the younger princes into the Jeyhun, and then prosecuting her journey 
without incumbrance towards the province assigned for her retreat. 
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In the mean time, the fears of theSftltan daily gaining ground upon 
him, he proceeded to deliberate with his confidential ministers on 
the measures which it might be advisable to pursue, under these accu- 
mulatingdifficulties. By the more judicious and discreet it was proposed 
to him, to abandon the whole of the territory eastward of the Jeyhun, 
to concentrate his armies in the most advantageous positions, and on 
that river to defend the approaches to Khorassaun and Irak against the 
enemy. By others, however, he was advised to withdraw immedi¬ 
ately towards Gheznln and Hindustaun, there to secure himself 
against the designs of his adversaries; and to this latter counsel the 
SMtan immediately subscribed. But, when he had proceeded in con¬ 
currence as far as BAlkh, he was overtaken by Emmaud-ud-dein SAwjy, 
the agent of his son Rokken-ud-dein ; who prevailed upon him to 
abandon that design, and take the direction of Persian IrAk. The 
gallant and intrepid Jullaul-ud-dein Meng, or Mtingberny, had on the 
former occasion, in vain made use of every argument to persuade his 
father, to abide hy the more judicious plan of defending the passes of 
the JeyhAn, against the troops of Jengueiz ; and he now renewed his 
intreaties, if it was his final resolution to withdraw into Irak, that the 
bulk of the army might be left under his.orders, in prosecution of the 
same plan of operations, but without effect. 

The Sfiltan,onreturningintoKhorassaun on thisoccasion,learntthat 
the MoghAls had reduced Bokhara, which hastened his retreat to Neysha- 
pur', during which a body ofKankulians,aTatartribe of that name that 
served in his armies, deserted his standard and went over to Jengueiz. 
He arrived, however, at Neyshapfirin themonthofSuffurofthesix hun¬ 
dred and seventeenth of the Hidjerah and once more by the fumes 
of intoxication, attempted to dispel the apprehension of impending 
evil. In this situation intelligence reached him, that Hubbah Nfiyan 
and SoweidAi Bahauderhad crossed the Amflyah or lower Oxus, with 
a division of thirty thousand men ; on which, abandoning all further 
hope of retaining his power, the Sultan withdrew from Neyshap&r by 
the route of Esfrayein; leaving instructions that his mother with his 
family and younger children, should secure an asylum, either in the 
fortress of KArundezh, or in that of Eblaul, or Yellaula. He found, 
however, on reaching the boundaries of Hey, that the Moghul troops 

• April, A. D. 1220. 


A. H. BIT. 
V D. 1220. 

Kh ilau.sut- 

ul-akhbaur. 
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A. H. 617. were in close pursuit of-him; and he now repented of his jflattf of- 

A. D. 13-20. retreating into Ir&k, immediately turning off towards the castle of 

Kholaussut- K azV ein, or perhaps Farzein, under the walls of which he received 
information of the capture and destruction of the city of Rey. He then 
continued his flight towards K&rfindezh, the whole of his followers 
dispersing on the road; and having unexpectedly fallen in with a party 
of Moghflls, frotn whom he contrived to escape however, with the loss 
of his horse, which was mortally wounded by an arrow, in this 
deserted state he reached K&rAndezh. From that place, perpetually 
exposed to be intercepted by his pursuers, who beset his movements 
in every direction, he proceeded into Guilaun : but after remaining 
there for the space of seven days, he again changed the direction of 
his flight,; and wandering eastward along the shore of the Caspianj 
with the intention of making his way to: Asterabad, he came to a 
town dependent on Amul; from whence he threw 1 himself for protec¬ 
tion into one of the island^ in the neighborhood. His residence 
becoming, however, known to the Moghujis, he was at last compelled to 
remove for further security to another island; one of those denominated 
the islands of Absekun, or Abeskfin. 

Shortly after the Stiltan had conveyed himself to this his last retreatj 
his pursuers also appeared in the .neighborhood ; but conceiving that 
he was at present inaccessible, they returned upon their steps, and 
laid siege to Karfindezh, which they reduced and levelled to the 
ground; the infant children and treasures of the Khaurezmian here 
falling into their hands. They next invested the fortress of Eblaul, 
where, from other authorities, it would appear that the dowager prin¬ 
cess, TurkanKh&tCm, had taken up her abode. During the siege, by 
a fatality unexampled in the annals of the country, the occasional 
rains from which the cisterns derived their supply of water, entirely 
ceased ; and the wells and tanks being dried up in a period as short, as 
unexpected, the garrison and inhabitantswere reduced to the utmost 
distress; and the unfortunate Khkthn, with Nausser-ud-dein the Vez- 
zeir, and the other parched and.exhausted associates of her destiny, 
was ultimately compelled to descend from her otherwise impregnable 
bulwarks, and surrender to the mercy of the barbarians. This fatal 
resolution had scarcely been carried into effect, before it began to rain. 
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V such abundance 1 ,’that the water is said to have flowed in torrents Aj H. eiT< 
ffpm the gates of the place. An immense booty fell into the hands of the A - p - l2 *°' 
besiegers,including, in particular, ten millions of meskals, or methkals, Khola issut- 
of gold, a thousand ass loads of silken goods, and jewels to a prodigious 1 
arppunt : all. of which, together with the unfortunate captives, they, 
iriimediately conveyed to the camp of Jengueiz, by whom, for.the 
jjttost part, they were put to death without distinction of sex or age. 

Sultan Mahommed did not long survive the communication of this 
afflicting intelligence ; his despair and grief were violent in the 
extreme; and perhaps not the less so, because his misfortunes had; 
been brought upon himself, by acts of repeated and unwarrantable 
perfidy. He found, however, in death, a secure repose frpm his ap¬ 
prehensions, and an effectual rescue from the vengeance of his pursu¬ 
ers. His attendants, 1 unable to procure a shroud for the remains of 
their sovereign, were constrained to commit him to the grave in the 
same dress that he wore at the period of dissolution ; which is here 
stated to have taken place in one of the months of the six hundred 
and seventeenth of the Hidjerah, after a reign of one and twenty years.* 
he is said to have left seven sons ; of three of whom, the Sultans, 
Kokken-ud-dein, Gheyauth-ud-dein, and Jullaul-ud”dein, the me¬ 
mory has been preserved by historians ; and of these in their order. 

Sultan Rokken-ud-dein G.HURSASTCHEi,son ofSultan Mahommed., 

As soon as his father had withdrawn into the islands of Aheskun, 
this prince, retired into Kermaun ; and having there obtained posses¬ 
sion of the treasures of MelekZuzen, he resolved on an attempt to make 
himself master of Isfahaun. But heing as resolutely opposed by the, 
inhabitants, he was driven from before that city, with the loss of one ( Sultan Roe* 
thousand of his followers. Then directing his march by way of Key ken u» dein. 
towards Feyrouzkoh, in the mountainous boundary of Mazanderaun, 
north eastward of the beforementioned city, he succeeded in making 
good his retreat to that fortress. It was however no sooner known, 
that R©kken-ud-dein had thrown himself into Feyrouzkoh, than it 
was invested, and, after a siege of six months, reduced by the Moghuls. 

When conducted by his besiegers to the presence of their general, the, 

* The closin'? scene of the life of Mahommed the Klinureznibn is circumstantially UeW 
«pbed by. the,elder Petis delaQroix, in bis history of Geughizean the great. 
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A. H. 619-27. captive SAltan awafe that, at all events, his death was determined 
A. D. 1222 30. U p 0H> resolutely withstood every importunity, to make him bend the 
al h °khb SSUt knee to his conqueror; and he was, on the spot, together with all those 
who hadadhered to his fortunes, sacrificed to the implacable vengeance 
of the Jengueizians. This event appears to have taken place during 
the six hundred and nineteenth of the Hidjerah. 

Sultan Gheyauth-ud-dein SheirShah, son of Sfiltan Mahommed, 
hastened also on the death of his father, into Kermaun, which he 
appears to have held in Jhgueir ; but of which the immediate govern¬ 
ment was at this period in the hands of Abfil Kaussem Ziizeny, who 
opposed in arms the entrance of the Shkhz&dah. The latter was 
compelled in consequence to take up a wandering life in different 
Sultan Ghet- parts of Irak, until joined by Borak Haujeb; a Karakhatayan by ex- 
AUTH-uD-DEii*. traction, who had long served in the armies of his father, and who 
now united himself with a considerable force to the destiny of the son. 
Thus strengthened, Sftltan Gheyauth-ud-dein entered Farss; and hav¬ 
ing defeated Atabek Saud the governor, and carried pillage and 
slaughter through the province, returned again into Persian Ir&k. In 
the mean time, Borkk Haujeb and his followers were endeavoring to 
force their way through Kermaun with the design of proceedingtowards 
the Indus, when their march was intercepted by Abfil Kaussem the 
Zuzenian; who was, however, taken prisoner in the enterprize, and 
immediately put to death by his conqueror. Borkk Haujeb now entered 
into quiet possession of Kermaun. 

On the other hand, Gheyauth-ud-dein had proceeded on his se¬ 
paration from the Karakhatayan, in the direction of Rey, where he 
found means to establish his abode ; and there he was, not long after¬ 
wards, unexpectedly joined by his brother Jullaul-ud-dein, on his 
return from Hindftstaun. The two princes had continued to reside 
together under the same roof in considerable harmony, when unfortu¬ 
nately one day in afit ofinebriety, and for some reason not explained, 
Gheyauth-ud-dein plunged his knife into the bosom of Melek Nuss- 
ret, an officer of the household, and much in the confidence of Jullaul- 
ud-dein. This produced a severe expostulation on the part of that 
prince, and Gheyauth-ud-dein, a few days afterwards, fled into Khflz- 
istaun, and ultimately to Baghdad; where he was kindly and hospita- 
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blv received by the Khalif of the house of Abbas, (U1 Mustunser). 
He quitted Baghdad, however, without apparent reason, and pro¬ 
ceeded towards Almowut; but from the latter place returning once 
more into Khfizistaun, he dispatched an agent to Borak Haujeb to 
demand his permission to repair into Kermaun. The agent returned 
to Gheyauth-ud-dein, after experiencing a reception favorable to- his 
wishes; and with a treaty of amity which the Karakhatayan had agreed 
to conclude with the fugitive Sultan. Gheyauth-ud-dein proceeded 
upon this, without apprehension, into Kermaun; but in one of his very 
first visits, he was destined to experience considerable mortification 
from the haughty demeanor, and imperious assumptions of the K&rak- 
h&tayan ; who made no scruple to require that the Sultan’s mother 
should be assigned to him in wedlock. During one of the interviews 
which took place between them, the Sultan ventured to demand of 
his host, who it was that had bestowed upon him those circumstan¬ 
ces of pomp and splendor, so ostentatiously displayed ahout his person ? 
“ That being,” replied Bor&k Haujeb, “ who wrested their empire 
“ from the race of Skman, and transferred it to their slaves, the sons 
“ of Sebekteggin ; who stripped the house of Seljuk of its imperial 
‘‘splendors, to bestow them also upon its slaves, the kings of Khaur- 
“ ezm.” The insolence of the Karakhatayan became, however, at 
last so overbearing and undisguised, that some of his own kindred 
proceeded to represent to the Sultan, that it was impossible to place 
any reliance on the engagements of their relative ; and that if they 
Were permitted, they would drag him like a slave to the presence of 
his master. From an extreme indolence of disposition, Gheyauth- 
ud-dein declined to concur in the design ; and as the subject of what 
had passed was soon disclosed to the Karakhatayan, he first of all cut 
off his officious kinsmen, then strangled his unfortunate guest; and 
when the mother gave a loose to her sorrows, for the destruction of 
her son, she was also dispatched to accompany him to the other 
world. This event appears to have occurred in the six hundred and 
twenty-seventh of the Hidjerah. 

S&ltan Jullaul-ud-dein Mungberny, or Mengberny, son ofSui- 
tan Mahommed, last of the Khaurezm-Sh&hy dinasty ^ 

9 a 


A. H. 617 27- 
A. D. 1220-30. 

Kholaussut- 

ul-akabaw- 
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A. H. 618 23. 
A. D. 1221-31. 

Kholaussut- 

nlakhbdiir. 


JOILAUL-TH)- 
DE1N, last of 
the Khaurezm- 
fh&kieg. 


Having witnessed the circumstances of his father’s dissolution, in 
the island of Abeskun, Jullaul-ud-dein appears to have proceeded 
immediately into Khaurezm, which had not as yet been invaded by 
the Moghuls. At this period a body of ninety thousand horse of the 
Kankuly nation had occupied the heart of the province, of whom, on 
his arrival, a part offered to place themselves under the authority of 
the Shah Zhdah ; others, however, evinced a disposition'entirely hos¬ 
tile to his views. Takiqg every thing into consideration, the S&ltan 
thought it therefore advisable to avoid all intercourse with that per¬ 
fidious tribe ; and with a remnant of his most faithful adherents, 
conceived it accordingly more prudent to retire, by the way ofNissa, 
towards Shhdmaukh. -On his march he fell in with, and, after an action 
which continued for the whole of the day, finally succeeded in effect¬ 
ing his escape, from adivision of MoghCd troops, to the place of hisdes- 
tination. He remained, however, at Sh&dmaukh not more than three 
days, at the end of which he prosecuted his retreat to the metropolis 
ofGheznin, where he contrived soon after his arrival, to assemble a 
very numerous and formidable body of troops ; and with these, in the 
spring of the year, (618 probably) he encamped at a station called Bar- 
auny, or Birouan, said to be one day’s journey from Gheznin, 

While he lay encamped at this station, intelligence was conveyed 
to Jullaul-ud-dein, that adivision of the Moghfils, under Begjek and 
Yemghur, two of the Jenguizian generals, was besieging the fortress 
of Waulian, and that the garrison was reduced to the last extremity. 
The brave prince, without hesitation, determined to relieve the place; 
and marching accordingly with all 'the expedition in his power, he 
came upon, and.immediately attacked the Moghfils, put a thousand 
of them to the sword, dispersed the remainder, and returned in triumph 
to Barauny. Jengueiz, at this time engaged in the siege of Bamian, 
dispatched, on intelligence of the defeat, two more of his most dis¬ 
tinguished generate at the head of thirty thousand men, to give battle 
to the Khaurezmian, whom they found in his camp. A conflict im¬ 
mediately ensued, in which the Sultan was again victorious; the Mog- 
hftls being cut to pieces in great numbers, and the remainder retiring 
with disgrace and loss to the presence of their sovereign. 
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Jengueiz now determined to proceed in person to attack Jullaul-ud- '• H.- 618-28. 
dein. But, a dispute on the subject of a horse having in the mean A ~ p ' 1221- 31 • 
time arisen in the camp of the Khaurezmian, between two of his 
principal generals, Seyf-ud-dein Eghrauk, and M£lek Meraut, the 
former quitted the army without permission, and, with a great part of 
the Sultan’s troops, went off towards the mountains of Sekrauk. 

Thus weakened, the Sfiltan was compelled to break up from his camp 
and retire towards Gheznin, whither he was immediately pursued by 
the Moghul monarch. On his arrival before that capital Jengueiz, 
however, found that the Sultan was continuing his retreat towards 
Hindfistaun ; and he therefore, on his part, determined not to slacken 
in his pursuit. Accordingly in the month of Rudjub,* of the six 
hundred and eighteenth of the Hidjerah, at the m&abber, or passage, 
of the Indus, he came up with the army of Jullaul-ud-dein, which he 
formed an immediate disposition to assail; the stream of the Indus 
composing the string, of which fyis line of battle was the bow. In 
these circumstances, with the swords of the implacable Moghuls in 
his front, and an unfordable torrent in his rear, the brave Khaurezmian 
attacked his pursuers with unparalleled gallantry, cutting them to 
pieces in great numbers. Disclaiming all idea of flattery, the author, 
indeed, asserts that Jullaul-ud-dein exhibited, on that decisive day, 
such unexampled proofs of courage and intrepidity, as might have ex¬ 
cited the admiration and envy of Rfistum and Asfendiaur, the most 
renowned heroes of Persian story. But, the countless multitudes of 
the enemy continuing to press upon him from every side, he was at 
last in imminent danger of being taken ; when by a final effort, hav¬ 
ing repulsed his assailants to a convenient distance for the accomplish¬ 
ment of his design, he retired to the bank of the river ; and throwing 
off his armour, he plunged his horse into the rapid stream, and mira¬ 
culously effected his passage to the other side. Continuing to ride 
along the bank of the river, he proceeded until he came to a spot 
from whence, on the opposite side, he perceived the enemy plundering 
his camp ; and Jengueiz wafe himself standing at the same time on the 
bank, observing the actions of the princely fugitive. Jullaul-ud-deia 


* Sept. A. D. 1221, 
3 a 3 
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A. H. <518-28. now dismounted very deliberately, and taking the saddle and other 

a. D. 1221-31. f urn it ure f rom ijj s horse, he laid them, together with his own tunic 

Kh( : l r'- ,lt - and habiliments, in the sun to dry; then unfolding his umbrella, he 
ulakhbaur., J ° 

quietly sat down to repose himself under the shade. All this passed 

under the immediate observation of Jengueiz, who could not forbear 

expressing his admiration in terms of the warmest applause. “ Like 

“ a lion invincible,” he exclaimed, “ in the conflict of the field of 

“ battle ; like an alligator unterrified in the foaming stream, no father 

“ could ever boast a son like this !” 

In short, having thus narrowly escaped across the Indus, Jullaul- 
ud-dein took up his abode for two days, in an adjoining forest, until 
his retreat was discovered by about fifty of his troops, who once more 
attached themselves to his person ; when, causing his small party to 
furnish themselves with club9, he one night fell upon, and surprised a 
banditti of Hindus who infested the neighborhood; and having des¬ 
troyed the greater part, was thus enabled to supply his followers with 
horses and arms, which, in swimming the river, they had been com¬ 
pelled to sacrifice. His party became now daily more numerous and 
formidable ; and during a period of two years, in which he continued 
to the eastward of the Indus, he succeeded in making many extensive 
and valuable conquests in that quarter ; and in repairing among the 
unfortunate natives, the losses which he had sustained by the irruption 
of the Moghuls. At the expiration of this period he formed the de¬ 
sign of recovering Irhk Ajem : and with that object accordingly led 
his troops through Kutch and Mekraun, to the borders of Kermaun, 
where he arrived in the early part of of the six hundred and twenty 
first of the Hidjerah.* He experienced at first a very hospitable re¬ 
ception from Borak Haujeb, who was by this time in possession of 
the province ; and whose daughter, in order to secure his friendship, 
he condescended to take for his bride, the nuptials being celebrated 
in the castle of Kermaun. In the short lapse of two days, however, 
the Sfiltan, proceeding tothe neighboring plains, to amuse himself with 
the recreations of the chace, found that the Karakhatayan.had re¬ 
mained behind in the city, under the pretence of a pain in his feet. 

* The Spring of 1224. 
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This led to the suspicion that his designs were hostile; and a message A. II. 021 - 28 . 
was dispatched by the Sfiltan tp state, that it was his resolution to A. D. i22t-3 t. 
depart, without further delay, on his expedition for the recovery of K j ho J^ ssut 
Irak ; but that entertaining the highest opinion of his judgment and 
experience, he was desirous of advising with him on the arrangements 
which might best promote the design; and he therefore requested that 
he would forthis purpose repair for a short time to his camp. TheK&rak- 
h&tayan sent to inform him in reply, that the only arrangement which 
he had to recommend, was to proceed immediately towards Irak, since 
the resources of Kermaun would not subsist his troops any longer. 

Moreover, that if the S&ltan made any attempt to re-enter the gates of 
Kermaun, he would find them closed against him. With this reply he 
dismissed the messenger; and having expelled the whole of the Sultan’s 
troops who had been admitted into the town, he immediately secured 
the gates against any violence on the part of that prince. 

With means inadequate to enforce reparation for this breach of 
duty and hospitality, Jullaul-ud-dein took the road towards Farss ; 
the governor of which, Atabek Saud the son ofZengui, sending one of 
his sons with suitable presents to conduct him to Shirauz, and adding 
moreover, one of his daughters to the list of the Sultan's wives. Jul¬ 
laul-ud-dein, found it expedient with a good grace to confirm the 
Atabek in his authority ; in the mean time, directing his own atten¬ 
tion, in every possible way, to promote the welfare and happiness of 
every class of his followers. Subsequent to this, he led them to Tus- 
tur in Khiizistaun, and there established his winter quarters. From 
thence at the opening of the spring,* he proceeded towards Baghdad, 
in the hope of obtaining assistance from the Khalif U1 Nausser ; but, 
from a resentment long cherished towards his family, a body of twenty 
thousand horse was immediately dispatched by that monarch, under 
Koushtemur, to expel the Sfiltan from his territories. Apprized of 
the design, Jullaul-ud-dein determined, without hesitation, to abide 
a conflict with this commander; whom, notwithstanding:the disparity 
of force, he succeeded in defeating. He was, however, now con¬ 
strained to alter the direction of his march; and he proceeded for Teb- 


* A. D. 1225 . 
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A. H. ««2-28. reiz, at this period under the government of Atabek Ouzbek, the son 
— 1225 31. of Jahaun Pehelwaun Mahommed. / The Atabek'conceived it most 
ul-akhbaur* P ruc ^ ent to throw himself into the fortress of Alanjek, and to leave his 
capital to the discretion of his wife, Melka Khkthn, a princess of the 
house of Seljilk. Jullaul-ud-dein appeared before Tebreiz, some 
time in the six hundred and twenty second of the Hidjerah,* and 
immediately laid siege to that ancient and celebrated city.f While 
operations were carrying on for the reduction of the town, the princess’ 
Melka one day making a tour of the ramparts, happened to cast her 
eyes upou Jullaul-ud-dein, with whose person she became immedi¬ 
ately and violently enamoured; aud pretending to have been divorced 
by her husband, contrived through the intervention of Kauzy Ezz- 
•ud-dein, theKazvinian, to espouse the object of her new-born passion; 
to whom the city was of course surrendered without furtherresistance. 
Atabek Ouzbek could not survive the intelligence, which was soon 
conveyed to him, of the perfidy and ingratitude of hisjibidjnous wife. 

Thus master of Azerbayjaun, through the treacherous surrender of 
its capital, Jullaul-ud-dein next engaged in hostilities with the Geor¬ 
gians ; in a second and final expedition against whom, he reduced the 
city of Teflis. While he still remained at that place, information 
reached him that Bor&k Haujeb was on his march to invade Irkk ; and 
it was on this occasion that the Sfiltan, in the short space of seven¬ 
teen days, conducted his troops from Teflis to the frontiers of Ker- 
maun ; where the hostile chief was compelled to purchase his forbear¬ 
ance by presents of the most splendid and costly description, and by 
apologies the most submissive to atone for the recent aggression. 
Upon this the Khaurezmian repaired to Isfahaun; but when he had 
continued there a few days, intelligence was conveyed to him of the 
ravages committed on the borders of Azerbayjaun, by a certain Hau¬ 
jeb, or Hadjy Ally, employed in the government of Ekhlaut by M6- 
lek Ashruf, prince of Damascus ; and, what was still more agravating, 
he further learnt, that his consort, that paragon of fidelity and purity,, 
the virtuous Me!ka;KMtfln, bad withdrawn from Tebreiz to Elihl?u»t; 

• A. D. 1225. 

t It is sometimes supposed to have risen from the ruins of Ecbatana. At others this 
honoris assigned to Hamadaun. 
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where she maintained an unchaste and abandoned intercourse with A. H. 625-28. 
the new governor. A ' D * l22a 3i * 

In order to avenge himself of these accumulated injuries, Jullaul- 
ud-dein returned without delay into Azerbayjaun ; but, after having 
carried pillage and slaughter to the gates of Ekhlaut, he there learnt, 
to his infinite mortification, that the Moghfils were advancing upon 
Irak; and he was unwillingly constrained to postpone, to another op¬ 
portunity, the reduction of that place, in order to make head against 
the implacable adversaries of his house. In a battle which ensued 
with the Moghfils, he was, however, defeated, and compelled to retire 
with some precipitation into Isfahaun; where he proceeded to dis¬ 
grace some of his officers, who had been remiss in their exertions in 
the recent conflict, by exposing them through the streets in the habits 
of women, while he distinguished, with commands and honors, those 
who had faithfully discharged their duty. 

In the six hundred and twenty-fifth of the Hidjerah,* instead of 
opposing an unavailing resistance to the growing ascendancy of the 
Moghfils, Jullaul-ud-dein seems to have preferred engagingin another 
invasion of the Georgians, of whom he is stated to have put great 
numbers to the sword ; and having otherwise obtained some signal 
advantages in that province, he proceeded in the triumph of his vic¬ 
tories, to resume the siege of Ekhlaut. Of that place, after considera¬ 
ble resistance, he at last completed the reduction, and being singular¬ 
ly irritated by the conduct of the governor, he issued orders that his 
soldiers should be permitted, from the hour of sunrise to the forenoon’s 
repast, to satiate themselves with pillage and slaughter; the survivors 
of the massacre were then spared ; but he retaliated without scru¬ 
ple on the wife of Haujeb Ally, the outrage offered to his bed by that 
chieftain. 

The reduction of Ekhlaut appears to have revived in a considerable 
degree, the renown which Jullaul-ud-dein had acquired by former 
exploits ; and yet he had not quitted the vicinity of that place, when 
information was communicated tohim, that an alliance had been formed 
against him between Alla-ud-dein Key Kobaud Silltan of Anatolia, and 


• A. D. 1*228. 
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A. H. 6:25-28. the prince of Syria and Damascus; which seems to have engaged 
A. D. 1228-3). f ur ther than was consistent with his views, in hostilities in that 
uUkhbaur ^ uarter ‘ Advancing, however, to anticipate the designs of his ene¬ 
mies, the Sultan, in the desert of Moush, to the north west of Ekhlaut, 
unexpectedly fell in with six thousand Syrian horse, whom he cut to 
pieces to the last man. But in the battle which soon afterwards ensued 
between him and the Sultan of Anatolia, Jullaul-ud-dein, although 
previously confined to his litter, having exerted himself to mount 
his horse, and being yet unable, through extreme debility, to hold 
the reins of his bridle, the animal on which he rode, happened in the 
heat of the action to retire a few steps backward, In these circum¬ 
stances his attendants unfortunately suggested that a short cessation 
from fatigue seemed absolutely necessary to revive him; and the prince 
as unfortunately yielding to their advice, withdrew to a corner of the 
field of battle, followed by theroyal standard. The wings of the army, 
perceiving this movement on the part of their sovereign, too soon con¬ 
cluded that he had unworthily abandoned the conflict; and in that 
-persuasion they hastily turned their backs to the enemy, and betook, 
themselves to flight; while Jullaul-ud-dein constrained by necessity, 
also made the best of his way towards Ekhlaut. Happily for the 
fugitives, the enemy, suspecting that all this was merely a stratagem 
devised by the Khaurezmian to lead them into, an ambuscade, 
retained their position, without engaging a step in the pursuit. 

On his return to Ekhlauf, Jullaul-ud-dein was further alarmed by 
intelligence that Jermaughun Nuyan had crossed the Amfiyah in great 
force, and was advancing towards Persian Irik. This determined 
him to proceed without delay towards Azerbayjaun, dispatching one 
of his principal generals on before him, in order to obtain more certain 
infprauition of the enemy. The officer thus employed-, after visiting 
Tebreiz, rejoined his sovereign with the assurance, without, however, 
having taken the necessary precautions to ascertain the fact, that 
there was neither in Azerbayjaun, nor Irik, the slightest vestige nor 
intelligence of the Moghuls. Delighted beyond all bounds of pru¬ 
dence and moderation, by this deceitful report, the Sfiltan resigned 
himself without reserve to a course of pleasure ; his example being 
followed by the greater part of his court, which was immediately 
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immemed in wine, and the most disgraceful excesses. Of such a 
state of things, it was not difficult to foresee the issue. Many days 
were not suffered to elapse, when, ir> the six hundred- and twenty 
eighth of the Hidjerah,* an army of Tatars, numberless as the drops 
Of a thunder shower, was afresh reported to have entered Azerbayjann, 
and to be immediately at hand. It was not without Considerable 
diiffealty and exertion, that the Sultan could be awakened to a sense 
of bis danger ; but, when by a plentiful ablution, he had* contrived to 
remove the disgraceful effects of itttoxieatiicjj, instead of abiding a 
conflict with the destroyers of his family, Jullau 1-ud-dem ffed from 
the scene of alarm ; Azer Kbatm, the same Ameir that had apprized 
him of his sit nation, continuing, however, to oppose a feeble resist¬ 
ance to the enemy, who was now upon them, until his wretched 
master should have gained a sufficient! distance on his pursuers. The 
Khaun then also retreated, while the MdghAls,' still conceiving that 
they were engaged with the Sultan in person, pressed on to secure 
him,, with an eagerness in proportion to> the splendor of the prize. 
But, being at length undeceived, they ffnalfy abandoned the pursuit, 
and hastened to the residence of his unhappy family ; where they 
put to the sword, without distinction, every individual whom they 
could l&y hands on, either of the kindred, or clientage of the kings of 
Khaurezm ; the sun of whose power, when it had subsisted with 
some variety of circumstance, for a period 1 of one hundred and thirty 
seven lunar years, became thus forever extinguished under the sur¬ 
passing might of MogWfl vengeance. 

With respect to the serpiel^so unworthy of the outset of JuHaul- 
ud-dein’s adventurous career, there- exists among historians a consi¬ 
derable diversity of opinion ; some-authors relating, that in his flight* 
from the Moghflls, he entered the Kohestamr, or mountainous region 
between Aaerbayjaun and the Tigris-, where, while he lay asleep, a 
Kftrd, in order to possess himself of his* horse and habiliments, ran* 
him through the body with his lance. Others again have stated,' 
that he assumed the garb of Sufyism, and in that disguise wandered 
about the world to screen himself from the vengeance of his pursuers^ 
nor hath any thing forth*® been ascertained of the destiny of this un¬ 
fortunate prince* 
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A. H. & 8 I- 49 , The residue of this chapter may be devoted, perhaps not un profits- 
A. P. 1127-04. bly, to furnish a short account of the Atabeks, who occupy so con- 
uUkhba SUt " s P* cuous a share in the transactions of these times. With the author 
we shall therefore proceed to state, that the Sultans of the race of Sel- 
juk being in many instances accustomed to confide the education of 
their sons, to some of the principal Ameirs in different quarters of their 
empire, the young princes, in the course of habit, applied to the noble- 
pnen thus entrusted with their breeding, the appellation of Atabek ; 
a corruption of Ataeik—--preceptor or tutor : or perhaps Atabeg—lord 
father, as explained by Mr. Richardson. Of these there were, how¬ 
ever, four branches of distinguished renown,, whose origin and dura¬ 
tion we shall, in their order, endeavor to trace, to the limited extent of 
our original. 

In thefive hundred amj twenty-first of the flidjerah, Emmaud*ud 
PEin Zengui, the son of Auksungur became, under ,the authority of 
Sultan Mabmftd the grandson, of the illustrious M&lek Shah, ruler of 
he prpvinces of Arabian Irak ; and extending his power, in the pro¬ 
cess of time and circumstances, to the territories; dependent op Mos- 
sule and Aleppo, those of Diaurbekir and Kurdistaun were further 
supqradded to the extensive and opulent domain already subject to 
his government. After reigning, with distinguished probity, for about 
Of the Atabeks three and twenty years, he was cut off by a conspiracy among his. 

of Mossdlc Sy- jj&njiftks, j n the five hundred and forty-fourth of the Hidjerah ;* and 
na and Diaur. . . ' , ' , , . 

bekir. he bears in consequence,, in the records of the country, the posthu¬ 

mous title of Atabek Sheheid— the martyred Atabek. 

_Nur-ud-dein Mahmud, the son of Emmaud-ud-dein Zengui, second 
of the Atabeks of Mossule and Syria, succeeded, on the assassination 
of his fatheT, in establishing his authority through the territory of 
Aleppo, Harness, and Hama; and accomplishing the reduction of 
Damascus, in the five hundred and forty-ninth of the Hidjerah,f his 
power became from that period so formidable that he undertook, and 
ultimately succeeded, to subvert the authority of the Fatimite 
Khalifs in Egypt, and to substitute in the Khotbah for the name of 
Auzzed.ud-deio, that of Mustunzy of the house of Abbas, in the 


* A.D. 1149. 
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manner already related. The government of that province was then 
vested, under the authority of NAr-ud-dein, in the celebrated Sullah- 
ud-dein YAssuf, (Saladin) the son of NAdjm-ud-dein AyAb ; in whose 
family it continued long afterwards. 

The death of Nur-ud-dein took place on the eleventh of Shavaul, 
of the year five hundred and sixty-nine ;* which would give to his 
reign a period of about five and twenty years. 

MelekSalah the son of NAr-ud-dein, third of the Atabeks of 
Mossule and Syria. 

The diadem of Syria devolved to this prince at the age of eleven ; 
but when he had continued to sustain it for some years, Sullah-ud- 
dein, who had received the title of Melek Nasser, advanced from 
Egypt to form the siege of Damascus. On which the feeble MAlek 
Salah abandoned his capital to its fate, and fled to Aleppo; where be 
died, at the age of nineteen, and after a reign of about eight years, in 
the five hundred and seventy seventh of the Hidjerah.f 

Seyf-ud-dein Ghauzzi, son of Emmaud-ud-dein Zengni, second 
of the Atabeks of MossAle and Diaurbekir, was employed to preside 
over those provinces, under the authority of his brother Nur-ud- 
dein ; as well as over part of Kurdestaun, which was annexed to his 
government. He died in the five hundred and fifty-first of the Hid- 
jerah.J 

Kutb-cd-dein Mohdud, another of the sons of Emmaud-ud- 
dein, aud third of the Atabeks of Mossule and Diaurbekir, succeeded 
to his brother Seyf-ud-dein ; and retained the government to the period 
of his death, in the five hundred and sixty-fifth of the Hidjerah.|| 

Seyf-ud-dein Ghauzzi the second, the son of KAtb-ud-dein, 
fourth of the Ataheksof MossAle and Diaurbekir, assumed the govern¬ 
ment at Mossule on the death of his father. When his kinsman, 
Melek Salah, was compelled to abandon* Damascus on the approach of 
Suliah-udrdej-n, he dispatched a body of troops to assisthim, under 
his brother MAssaoud. Seyf-ud-dein died in the five hundred and 
seventy-sixth of the Hidjerah, after a reign of about eleven years. 

Ezz-ud-dein Mussaoud the son of Ivutb-ud-dein, fifth-of the 
Atabeks of Mossule and Diaurbekir, succeeded to his brother in tfie 
» Eleventh of May, A. D. 1174. 11182. J 1156. || 1169, 
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government; to which, ou the death of Mfilek Sal ah, in the year ,777, 
he added that of Aleppo. Ift the five hundred and seventy-ninth of 
the jtjidjerabi^ that city shared, however, the fate of Damascus, which 
had been previously reduced by Sullah-tid-dein : and two years after* 
wards the same monarch having again drawn bis troops out of Egypt, 
proceeded to extend his conquests to Miafaurekein and Ekhlaut; 
but on his return homewards from this expedition, he concluded a 
treaty of peace with Ezz-ud-dein. Both these princes died in the course' 
of the same year, the five hundred and eighty-ninth of the Hidjerah.■j• 

Nux-^p-dein Arslan Shah, the son of Ezz-ud-dein, sixth of 
the Atabeks of Mossule and Diaurbekir. 

Succeeding to theauthority of hisfather, this prince becameengaged 
in a tedious and protraeted warfare with M&lek-ul-Audil the SfiltaA 
of Egypt; which does not appear to have terminated until the six 
hundred and fifth of the Hidjarah, when a treaty of peace was con¬ 
cluded between the parties. Arslan Shah survived this treaty for 
about two years, when, in the course of the six hundred and seventh 
Of the Hidjerah he also died. J 

U1 M41ek U1 Khher Ezz-ud-dein Mussaoud, the son of Arslan 
Shah, eighth and last of the Atabeks of Mossule and Diaurbekir, as¬ 
sumed the.government in conformity to the instructions of hisfather; 
but submitting the reins of his authority to the controul of Buddur-. 
ud-dein LulO, it was not suffered to experience any very considerable 
duration. On the death of this prince, who probably did not long 
survive the loss of power, the government was eutirely appropriated 
to himself, by the same Buddur-ud-dein, or Bedredin ; the sequel of 
whose history will possibly be resumed at a subsequent period, among 
the events whiclidistinguished the reign of Hulaukfi Khaun. 

Ildly, of the Atabeks, of Azerhayjdwn. Among the Tartars of Kep- 
tchauk, we are here apprized on the authority of the Rouzut-us-suffh 
that, there formerly existed a regulation which provided, that when¬ 
ever a merchant, in one and the same lot, agreed for the purchase of 
forty slaves, the seller should make a deduction to the value of one 
slave in favor of the purchaser. It was in conformity with such a 

* A. D. 1183. • fll93. X 1210, 
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practice that, in the tittle oPSultan MfiSS&orid Of the facfe of Seljftk, A A. H. 551-oSi 
merchant'haring made a purchase in the same territory, to that num- -JELll'j- ' 2, 
befr, a deduction was made in his favor fbt one Of the slaves, whose K ' ,u ’f" ssuti ‘ 
name was Eyldekez ; not less remarkable for the defects of his person 
than for the virtues which beamed on his brow. His purchase com¬ 
pleted, the merchant proceeded on his return to Ir&k, mounting his 
slaves in waggons. During the journey, it happened that Eyldekez, 
overcome with sleep, twice fell from his waggon, being as oftert 
remounted by the care Of his master ; but falling over, a third time, in 
the same manner, no one took ahy concern about him, attd he WaS 
abandoned to his fate. At day light, however, when he awoke, and 
perceived himself alone In the midst of the boundless solitude, he 
hastened in search of his companions; and by, dint of exertion, to th6 
no small surprise of his dwher, succeeded in overtaking the caravan irt 
the course of the evening. 

Arrived in Ir&k, the minister of Siilltan Mftss&oud bought thirty 
nine of the slaves, for the Service of his master, rejecting Eyldekez, the 
fortieth, on account of his cat-like, or decrepid exterior. On which the 
unhappy youth, bursting into tears, is said to have exclaimed, that 
since the Vezzeir had purchased the wJiole of the other slaves for his 
own sake, it behoved him to take the only dfte remaining, for the love 
of God. These expressions were repeated to the minister, and deter¬ 
mined him to complete the allotment by the purchase of Eyldekez. 

The circumstance was also related to Sftltan Mussaoud, who placed EYi.DEKEzlst 
the subject of it, not long afterwards, under Ameir Nasser one of his of the Atabeks 
captains, in Order to be instructed in archery and horsemanship ; and of Azerba yj aun * 
as the young slave distinguished himself in a very short time, by his * 
address, activity, and skill, he Was next enrolled in the train of one of 
the great officers of the household, who superintended the Bekawulsj 
or cupbearers; or with more probability, the purveyor of the royal 
kitchens, since a savoury dish made up by Eyldekez of the offals, of 
such parts of a sheep as are in general rejected, proved so extremely 
agreeable to the palate of the Stdtan, that the now fortunate slave was 
taken into particular favor. From that period his prospects became 
daily more flattering to his ambition ; until, as was noticed on a fat* 
mer occasion, the Stfltan finally bestowed upon him, together with 
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the widow of his brother Toghrel, the government of Azerbayjaun; 
which he sustained with vigor and ability to his death, in the five 
hundred and sixty-eighth of the Iiidjerah, a period of about six and 
thirty years. 

Atabek Mahommed, entitled JahaunPehlewaun, the son of Eylde- 
kez, second of the Atabeks of Azerbayjaun. 

Sultan Toghrei the son of Arslan, being seated at seven years of age* 
on the throne of Irkk Ajem, in the five hundred and seventy first of 
the Iiidjerah, through the activity and exertions of Atabek Mahom¬ 
med, the affairs of the monarchy, in addition to. the government of 
Azerbayjaun, to which he had succeeded on the death of his father, 
were now consigned to the entire controul of this.brave and able chief¬ 
tain ; who became in a short time, by his talents and firmness of mind, 
equally respectable and formidable to the princes of the east and west. 
He continued to direct the affairs of Irak with splendid success foi> 
a period of ten years ; at the expiration of which, in Zilhudje,* of the 
five hundred and eighty-first of the Hidjerab, he died, leaving four 
sons, whose names are as follows : Abu Bukker, Kiitlugh Eyoaunje* 
Mermeraun, and Quzbek Pehlewaun. 

Atabek Kuzzul Arslan the son of Eyldekez, third of thatde* 
nomination in Azerbayjaun. 

. Employed, during the administration,of his brother, in the govern¬ 
ment of Azerbayjaun, this prince hastened on his death, to the court, 
of Sultan Toghrel ; and marrying Kubtiah Khhthn, the widow ofhis 
deceased brother, (at least a princess of that name is mentioned as 
the mother of KAtlfigh. Eynaunje and Mermeraun) became immedi¬ 
ately invested with the dignity of Ameir-ul-flmra, or lieutenant general, 
of the monarchy. But differences having ultimately arisen between 
him and the Sultan, which terminated in the hostilities, already tran¬ 
siently adverted to under the transactions of the race of Seljuk, 
Kuzzul Arslan, at the express recommendation of die Khalif UlNaus- 
ser, and in the month of Shavaulf of the five hundred and eighty, 
seventh of the Iiidjerah, assumed the sovereign authority.. He had, 
however, been suffered to 6njoy his power but for a very few days, 
•qrhen.be was assassinated, at the instance of the .nobles 0 f j^ak, by one 
* Maxell,; A. D. 1180. t $eptejpber, A. D. 1191, 
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of the zealots of Almowut. “ ’Tis not," observes our author, “ for A.H. 587-«». 

“ rashness to repose in peace on the seat of the mighty and yet the A - D-iipi-1225. 
name of Kuzzul Arslan has found a distinguished record with the 
votaries of the Persian muse. 

Atabek Abu Bukkee, the son of Pehlewaun Mahommed, fourth of 
the Atabeks of Azerbayjaun. 

On the assassination of his uncle, Abfi Bukker hastily withdrew 
into Azerbayjaun, and there assumed the royal authority. He was, 
however, destined to be opposed by his half brother Kfitlugh Eynaunje ; 
with whom, in the eourseof one month only, he fought no less than 
four separate battles, in each of which he proved victorious. After 
this he retained his power against all opposition for a period of twenty 
years, dying in the six hundred and seventh of the Hidjerah.* 

Atabek Mflzuffur-ud-dein Ouzbek, the son of Pehlewaun Mahom¬ 
med, fifth ancLlast'bf this race, succeeded on the death of his brother : 
but in the fifteenth year of his reign, the six hundred and twenty- 
second of the Hidjerah,f his country being invaded by Sfiltan Jullaul- 
ud-dein the Khaurezmian, Atabek Ouzbek retired into the fortress of 
Elanjek or Alanjek ; where, as recently observed in the story of the 
Khaurezmian, hecould not survive theintelligenceof hiswife’sperfidy. 

Jlldly , Of the Atabeks of Farss, of the Selghrian tribe. 

The historian has recorded that when, in the early part of-the fifth 
century of the Hidjerah, a body of Turkmans, to the number of fifty 
thousand horse, were urged by the pressure of the times, and in the 
course of one of those affl icting changes which have been occasionally 
permitted to visit the world, to migrate from their native country, 
and seek for a settlement in foreign lands, one of their chiefs, of the 
name of Selgher, with his sons and followers, made his way into 
Khorassaun ; and in the different parts of that province, proceeded to 
exercise every species of outrage and violence, that might be expect- Selgheb. 
ed from an uncivilized-and necessitous bandkti. But-when, about the 
four hundred and thirtieth of the Hidjerah, the authority of the race 
of Seijtik appeared to be permanently' established throughout the 
Persian empire, the same Turkman chief repaired to the court of one 

• A. D. 1210. + 1225, 
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AW. 430-571. of the moaaarchs of that race,* and was admitted to the tank of Haujefe* 
D. loaa-ii<-j- qj. 0 f the bedchamber. His sons, however, preferred an abode in 

^tdkhbaur ®' arss > which was destined to bpqome the ultimate and splendid lot of 
* the family. 

The city of Shirauz, the admired and celebrated metropolis, of die 
province, being wrested from the Deylemites; in the four hundred 
and fifty-eighth of theHidjerahjf by the warlike Alep-Arslan, it con¬ 
tinued fora period of eighty fiy? years afterwards under tire authority 
of the raceof Seljuk. But about the five hundred and forty second of 
the Hidjetab4 Sultan M£Aek Shall.the son of Majimifid, having made 
himself master of the province, by the defeat and death of Atabek 
Buzauhah, that prince retained possession fin the space of one year 
only ; when conceiving himself unequal to a contest; with Atabek 
Spgber the son of Moudftd, who had revolted against his authority, he 
chose to abandon the country; which was thus, apparently without dif-. 
ficulty, transferred to the: insurgent. 

Atabek Muzuffer-ud-dein Segher, or perhaps Sunkur, the son of 
Moudftd, first of the Atabek^ of fares of the race of Selgher. 

On the retreat of the Seljukian Sftltan, Atabek Segher under the 
title of MftaufFur-ud-deia, assumed the sovereign dignity at Shirauz* 
some time in the five hundred and forty third of the Hicfjsrah; || and 
laid open to every class of those who submitted to his authority,, the 
avenues of beneficence and happiness. He withdrew to experience 
the reward of his virtues, in tbp ever blooming gardens of paradise* 
ip the five hundred and fifty seventh qf thqHji<^eraJh,|)after a felicitous, 
reign of thirteen years, 

Atabek Mftzuffur ud-deim Zen otu, the son of Moud^di, second - of 
the raceof Selgher, succeeded to his brother* whose virtues he seemed 
studious to emulate. He died in the five hundred and seventy first of 
the Hfhljerah, after a just and beneficent reign of fourteen y earn*. 

Atqbek Muzuffpr-ud -dei n Xuiolai*, the, soa o£ Zengni, third, of the 
race of Selgher,. 

This prince was the heir, and successor to his father's weafith and 
even surpassed his, predecessors, in the vigilance winch* 


•Toghrel Beg. -fA.D. 1066. I1147. || 1148. $ U62. 
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he exerted to ^promote and secure the tranquillity of his government. 
He died in the five hundred and ninety-first of the Hidjerah, after a 
prosperous ireign of twenty years. During the period in which he 
swayed the sceptre of ■Shirauz, Atabek KAtbuddein, a prince of the 
•same family governed in Ir&k Aijem; but, although in other respects 
enable and benevolent monarch, engaging in an unavailing contest 
with Atabek Tuklah, his power did not attain to any degree of stabi¬ 
lity. He feli, in(the issue, into the hands of his relative, and was put 
to death. 

Atabejk Muauffur-ud-dein Abfl &hujia Sacd, -the son of Zengui, 
fourth of the race of Selgher. 

Succeeding to the sovereign power, on the death of his brother, 
Atabek Saud gave distinguished proofs of the bounty, and liberality 
of his disposition ; but yielding to an unfortunate ambition, by which 
he was appalled to undertake the conquest of Ir&k Ajem, he engaged- 
himself imperpetual expeditions for the attainment of that object ; 
and thys exposed his defenceless capital to frequent surprise and pil¬ 
lage, by those of hisenemies who were ever on the watch for such an 
opportunity. The last time, however - , continues our author, in which,- 
like the axis of a wheel, Atabek Saud presented himself in various 
directions, in the prosecution of these visionary projects of afflbition, 
he, in the six hundred and fourteenth of the Hidjerah,* and in the 
neighborhood of Rey, fell in with the course of Sultan Mahommed 
the Kh^urezmian, then proceeding on his design against Baghdatd. 
In these circumstances, although the whole of his force did not ex-- 
ceed seven thundred cavalry, the Atabek resolutely assailed the army 
of the Sultan, and first with his arrows, find then with scimitar and 
inace, produced extraordinary havoc among j them. 'Considerably sur¬ 
prised at the singular activity and prowess displayed on the occasion 
by the Atabek, the Khaurezmian gave orders.that his archers should 
forbear to aim at him ; and that every exertion should be made to take 
him’alive, and without injury. Thus surrounded on every side, and 
falling from his horse, his adversaries found at last an opportunity erf 
seizing‘his iperson, and he was immediately conveyed to the -presence 
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of the Sultan; who proceeded to interrogate him as to the motive 
which could induce him to engage in a conflict so unequal.* To this 
the Atabek replied,, that for such apparent temerity, the only apology 
which he could offer, was his- entire igooranbe that, he was opposed 
to the person of so mighty a monarch ; and hecontinued to plead fur¬ 
ther so effectually with his conqueror, that one of the imperial pavi¬ 
lions was immediately ordered to be set apart for his accommodation ; 
with every requisite that could contribute, either to his pleasure or 
convenience. All these, the Atabek, However, distributed among the 
Sultan’s retinue, even4>ef’ore he had pet eyes upon them ; and the ad¬ 
miration of the Khaurezmian being further excited by an instance of 
liberality, which otherwise appears to have had neither bounds nor rfe- 
fkction, Atabek Saud became thenceforward the inseparable associ¬ 
ate of his pleasures and amusements ; in which, he indeed, as far sur¬ 
passed by his convivial qualities., as he had formerly done by his 
prowess in the field of battle. In the course of a few days it was fin¬ 
ally agreed upon between the two princes, through the mediation of 
M61ek Zouzen, that Atabek Saud should bestow one of his daughters 
in marriage upon Sultan Jullaul-ud-dein ; 'should engage for the ces¬ 
sion of the fortresses of Istakh&r and Eshkow&n; and for the annual 
remittance of one third of the revenues ofFarss to the exchequer of the 
Khaurezmian. 

On the conclusion of the treaty, Atabek Saud, accompanied by an 
escort of Khaurezmian troops, ; w,as permitted to take the road to his 
own dominions ; but, his son Abft Bukker had become no sooner ap¬ 
prized of the misfortune, and subsequent stipulations on the part of 
his father, than he abruptly forsook his allegiance; and took post, with 
a body of his followers, at the foot of the pass of Baubeyn, to intercept 
his return. Accordingly, when Atabek Saud arrived on the spot, the 
head of his escort had just disengaged itself from the pass, when it 
was attacked and cut off by the Shirazians ; while the main body, con¬ 
ceiving that they were about to become a sacrifice to preconcerted 
treachery between father and son, called aloud for mercy. Having 
exerted all his eloquence to appease their apprehensions, the Atabek 
hastened to present himself to Abu Bukker, who assailed his person 
without the smallest hesitation ; but the elder Atabek no sooner 
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felt thfc sword of the parricide, than he returned it so effectually with a. ft. 633 - 58 . 
a stroke of his mace, that it brought him headlong from his horse. A- D. i22*t-e o. 
The rebel was afterwards confined to the castle of Istakhar ; while Kholaussut- 
the father, having re-entered his capital of Shirauz without further ul akhl>a ' ir ’ 
obstacle, proceeded to fulfil his engagements with the Khaurezmian, 
with the most scrupulous fidelity ; and ultimately dismissed his agents 
in every respect satisfied with the treatment which they experienced. 

Atabek Saud survived this untoward contingency for a period of 
some duration ; until the six hundred and twenty-third of the Hidjer- 
qh, according to certain authorities, which would assign to his reign 
an interval of two and thirty years. 

Atabek Muzuffu’r-ud-dein Abu Bukker, the son of Saud Zengui, 
fifth of the race of Selgher. 

Notwithstanding the stain of rebellion, the Ameirs and principal 
citizens of Shirauz unanimously concurred, on the death of his father, 
in bestowing the sovereign authority upon Abfi Bukker; and he i& 
said to have far surpassed the merit of all his predecessors, respecta¬ 
ble as they were, in the vigor of his government, and in his vigilance 
to provide for the welfare of his people. His zeal for the advance¬ 
ment of the faith of Mahommed, and his exertions to promote the 
success of every laudable pursuit, few men were qualified to do justice 
to ; neither would it be easy to delineate, continues our author, his 
singular skill in jurisprudence, in the subtilties of logic, or in the ab¬ 
struse reasonings of philosophy. His esteem for the religious and 
sincerely devout, was at the same time so conspicuous, that he did not 
scruple to assign to them on all occasions a decided preference over 
priests and lawyers, and the learned of every description. 

The race of Jerigueiz having, however, by this time, completely 
subjugated the oriental world, Atabek Abu Bukker exhibited a proof 
of sagacity, and moderation of spirit, equally conspicuous, by the early 
assurances of submission, which, by one of his nephews, he took car©' 
to convey to the court of Oukdai, or Octai Ivaun ; who treated the de¬ 
putation w ith particular kindness and distinction, and returned a pa-, 
tent for the royal authority in Farss, with the title oiKuilugh Khaim* 

The government of Abfi Bukker was distinguished by the reduction 
■ of Kaish or Kaiss, Katclf, and Baharein, islands in the gulph of Per- 
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s&t wh(eser Hq-is dequiBed pr6id^io<u!9 webltk, Iil J tflsf 

mea^, time, Huilauku Iibaun Had : madd hitnself, master. hfiBagltdhd,. 
apcb extinguished the povyer of fcheirace ©£ Abbas ; and it beiamo ex¬ 
pedient on* the part of Aibib Bukken, with othen foci dat oriels r toi trans¬ 
mit bis eoftgjratuliutions, ©m an occasion which seeaaedto pat- the laso 
seal to his vassalage. His son Saurfy the 1 he it to his wealth and dig¬ 
nity, was. accordingly dispa.telied't)Bt;th(is : eriiaiii*i- to the camp of.' thw 
%le, or Aeil lihaun; and) tSie young pdiimte* was oni his return to 
Shirttu^j, aftej experiencing the most ftnronable rfecaptioni from- the 
Moghul monarchy when intelligence Beached him of hisifaitber's death r 
which was, at a very short interval, followed by his own. Atabek. Ab& 
Bukkef had* it seems, withdrawn t® the abddesef eternal'happiness, 
on the fifth of the latter Jummaudy,* of the six hundred and fifty 
eighth of the Hidjerah, after a sptendad and prosperous, reign- of five 
and thirty years ; and his son Saud having been already attacked by a 
severe fit of illness on his journey from Baghdad, thfe information 
which unexpectedly reached him, of the death of his father, and of his 
own accession to the sovereign power, produced a violent aggravation 
of his disorder, and. hastened him to the tomb, just twelve days after 
the former event. What renders the reign of Atabek Abfi Bukker 
ebeo Saud Zengui, however, more particularly investing to the orien¬ 
talist is, that Smtdi, the most elegant and classical of Persian poets, the 
admired bard and moralist of Shirauz, the reformer of his religion, as 
he has been entitled, flourished under this reign, and made the names 
Qf both father and son the frequent subject of his praise. 

Atabek Mahommed, the son of Saud, sixth of the raceof'Sfelgher. 

Succeeding in infancy to the throne of Shirauz, in consequence of 
the premature dissolution of his father, the administration of affairs 
was undertaken, in behalf of this prince by his mother Tfirkan, a wo¬ 
man of singular prudence and sagacity ; who did not fail, by a splen¬ 
did embassy, and by presents not less splendid, to solicit and obtain 
from Hailauku, a decree to ratify the succession of her son. But when 
two years had elapsed of the infant reign of Atabek Mahommed, he 
perished by a fall from the terraceof his palace; and he was succeeded by. 


* Seventeenth of May, A. D. 1260 , 
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Aikabek MArioMaiEj* Shah, the sou of Selghcr Shah, seventh of m, h o«t 
the race of Selgher. A. P-. i2c&. 

Indebted for his elevation to the exertions of the dowager princess Khuiauwutt 
Turkan Khatun, hiis mother in law and the widow of Atakeb Saud, ul aU,t>aur * 
and at t?h« same time to the recommendation of the nobles of Shir- 
auz, this prince' proved himself, however, at an early period, by aban¬ 
doning himself t®< the excesses of wine and intemperance, and to the 
society of youthful profligates, entirely unworthy of the throne to 
which Ike hadl succeeded. A government so contemptible was not 
destined to be of any duration. The total disregard which he evinced 
for the counsels of his mother-in-law, produced on her part, notwith¬ 
standing the intimacy of their relation, a conspiracy with the Ameirs 
and leading men of the country, to remove him from authority ; a de¬ 
sign which was carried into execution without difficulty. It became, 
however, expedient to represent, by an immediate deputation to Hu- 
laukii Khaun, that the measure had been rendered indispensable, by 
the total unworthiness and incapacity of the deposed prince, and by 
the means which he had adopted to bring disorder and ruin upon the 
affairs of the province. This, together with the consideration that 
matters had already taken their course, induced the Evle Khaun to 
listen with favorable attention to the Khatun’s apology ; at least, to 
forbear from any manifest expression of displeasure at what bad taken 
place. The authority of Mahommed Shah terminated in the short 
period of eight months. 

Atabek Seljuk Shah the son of Selgher Shah, eighth of the race 
ofSelgher, on the deposition of his brother, succeeded to the govern¬ 
ment, likewise through the influence of Turkan Khatun, whom he 
Immediately married. Being, however, a weak and inexperienced 
youth, little inured to the trials and vicissitudes ot life, although we 
do not immediately perceive how this is to account for such early de¬ 
pravity, he was led one night, during the fumes of intoxication, to 
form the base design of destroying his benefactress ; which, in one of 
his mercenary and diabolical slaves, he found an instrument to carry 
into immediate execution. The following day, when the guilty trans¬ 
action became known to the public, two of the agents of Htilaukfl 
Khaun, deputed to guard his interests in the government of Shirauz, 
openly disapproved of the deed, and were put to death for the avowal. 
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A. H. 662 - 86 . This dariug outrage, on the part of the Atabek, brought upon him the 
A. P 1264-87. speedy vengeance of the Tartar monarch; who immediately dispatched 
Kbalaussut- one Q f hj s generals, of the name of Ultkju, at the head of a powerful 
ul-akhbanr. army tQ c i last j se> ant j subvert the authority of the perpetrator. Sel- 
jilk Shah had not the courage to abide the storm ; but abandoning his 
government, he withdrew on its approach towards the coast of the Ar¬ 
abian, or sea of Omman. Thither he was, however, pursued by Ultbjb, 
by whom he was overtaken and defeated in the neighborhood of Kau- 
zerun ; in which place becoming a prisoner, he was in the six hundred 
and sixty-second of the Hidjerah, by order of HfilaukA, finally con¬ 
demned to die ; being theJast, in the male line, of the Atabeks of the 
race ofSelgher. 

. Atabek Aeysh, the daughter of Saud, son of Atabek Abb Buk- 
ker, being the consort of Mangu Teymur the son of Hulaukft Khaun, 
was, by the latter monarch, invested with the government of Farss, 
on the execution of Seljuk Shah ; and when it had been sufficiently 
ascertained, that no one of the male line of the Atabeks appeared 
worthy of the trust. She continued to preside at Shirauz to the day 
of her death, in the six hundred and eighty-sixth of the Hidjerah ; after 
which none of the race of Selgher ever asserted any claim to the go¬ 
vernment of this favorite domain. 

IVth, of the Hazauraspides, or Atabeks of Larisiaun. 

At the period when Atabek Segher, or Sunkur the son of Moudfld, 
in the year five hundred and forty-three,* had made himself paramount 
in Farss, on the expulsion of Melek Shah of the race of Seljbk, as 
was recently observed, he employed, under Abu Taher the son of 
Mpidei^orAta” Alahommed the Fuzluian, a force to subjugate or take possession of 
bek» of Laris- Laristaun. But that chief had no sooner accomplished the object of 
the expedition, than he felt himself qualified to assume the title of 
Atabek, and to declare himself independant in the province; and in 
this his descendants followed his example. 

Atabek Nussrut ud-dein Hazaurasp, the son of Abu Taher, se¬ 
cond of the Atabeks of Laristaun, as the eldest of his father’s children, 
succeeded to his authority ; and having added to his possessions the 
territory of Shoulistaun, (region of sands), he left the whole in undis¬ 
puted sovereignty to hi3 son. 


* A. D. 1148. 
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Atabek Tuklam, the son of Hazaurasp, third of the Atabeks of A. II. C55-B7. 
Laristaun. A. D. ‘v.>7-B 8. 

From thejealousies which might, however, naturally subsist between Khoiaussut- 
him and Atabek Saud the son of Zeftgui, of the race of Selgher, this 
chief was thrice attacked in his government by the troops of that mon¬ 
arch, and as often victorious in repelling the aggression. On the ex¬ 
pedition against Baghdad,* Atabek'Tuklah accompanied the army of 
Ilulaukh Khaun ; b y whose directions he was particularly attached 
to the Tomaun, or division of Keybhka Nuyan. But, exciting the 
suspicion of that conqueror, by some circumstance which implicated 
his conduct with respect to the unfortunate Mustaussem, it was de¬ 
termined to put him to death. He contrived, however, to protract 
his fate for a short time, by escaping into Laristaun ; but being closely 
pursued by the Moghftl troops, he was soon overtaken, and, not long 
afterwards atoned, with his blood for his supposed disaffection. 

Atabek Shums-ud-dein Alep Arghu, the son of Hazaurasp, fourth 
of the Atabeks of Laristaun, became, on the death of his brother, in¬ 
vested with the vacant government, by theinstructions of Hulaukti ; 
and ruled with exemplary justice for a period of fifteen years. 

Atabek Yus-suf Shah, the son of Alep Arghu, fifth of the Atabeks 
of Laristaun, succeeded on the demise of his father ; subject to the 
authority of Abaka Khaun.-- Being, however, in person a constant 
attendant on the court of that monarch, the affairs of the province 
were for the most part administered by his agents. He is said indeed 
to have performed such acceptable and important services to Abaka, 

.as entitled him to a very distinguished share in his favor ; and he re¬ 
ceived in consequence from that prince a grant of the province of 
Khflzistaun; which, together with Kohkeiluyah, the city of Ferouzan, 
and Jermaudekan, was thus annexed to the territories already subor¬ 
dinate to his controul. On the death of Abaka Khaun, he continued 
his attendance insuccession, upon Ahmed Khaun,and Arghhn Khaun ; 
whom he also served with distinguished and unabated zeal. Finally, 
receiving towards the decline of life, the permission of this latter mon¬ 
arch to make a journey into Laristaun, Atabek Yussuf was proceeding 
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from thence on an expedition to Kohkeiluyah, when the occurrence 
of a fearful dream compelled him suddenly to return ; and he died in a 
very few days afterwards. 

Atabek A fra si a us, the son of Yussuf Shah, sixth of the Atabeks 
of Laristaun, succeeded to his lather, under the sanction of a decree 
from Arghkn Khaun. However, while that prince was on his death 
hod, Afrasiaub, through one of his uncle’s sons, whom he employed 
for the purpose, contrived to destroy the governor of Isfahaun, and to 
seize upon the government oftbat city ; and, when lie had ascertained 
that Arghftn Khaun’had absolutely ceased to live,he proceeded-without 
further scruple, to nominate an his own behalf, agents and officers to 
takeipossession of the other principal towns of Persian Irik. Me next 
dispatched the son of Tuklah with a competent force to extend his 
usurpations to Derbend of the Korrahr&d; where his troops failing in 
with sdme ofthe Moghul detachments, they engaged and defeated them; 
but, on entering thequartereoftheMogbuls^proceeding to indulge them¬ 
selves in every species of debauchery, and irregularity, they were in 
turn assailed by the enemy, animated by the desire of vengeance ; who 
came upon them unexpectedly, and cut them to pieces in the midst 
of their undisciplined excesses. 

0nthfi>©ther hand,apprized of these,ambitious undertakings, Kfln- 
jaytu Sultan, the successor of Arghftn Khaun, dispatched a body of 
ten-thousand horse under Tuiaudai NTiyan, to restrain and :pun ish the 
usurpation ofthe Atabek ; who was ultimately taken prisoner in a bat¬ 
tle with4hat commander,and conveyed to the presence of K ft njaytfk. 
He was, however, pardoned through the intercession of some of the 
ladies of the imperial family, and possibly from a recolleotion of the 
faithful services of his father. But on his enlargement aBd return into 
Laristaun, proceeding without a cause to put to death bis kinsman 
Kuzzul, and several other Aineirs, the guilt of innocent blood did not 
fei> to pursue him ; and he accordingly perished by the sword of the 
avenger, through ;the medium of Serkedauk Nuyan, one of the Mog¬ 
hul .generals, in the subsequent reign of Lehftzaa Khaun, about the 
$ix hundred and ninety-filth of the Hidjerah. 

A tab k Nussrut-ud-dein Ahj the son of Alep Arghu, seventh 
of the Atabeks ot Laristaun. 



This prince Was raised to his government by command of GhJtzah 
Khaun ; and by the influence of a just and virtuous administration re¬ 
moved from his people, in a great measure, the smart of their recent 
sufferings. He died in the seven hundred and thirty-third of the Hid- 
jerab, after a long and prosperous reign' of eight and thirty years. 

Atabek Rofeken-tid-dein Yussuv Shah, the second, son of Ahmed, 


eighth of the Atabeks of Laristaun, succeeded on the death of his fa¬ 
ther; after whom he governed, with equal justice and liberality, fora 
period of six years. He died in the former Jummaudy, of the seven 
hundred and fortieth of the Hidjerah.* 

Atabek Mfizuffur-ud-dein Afra si aub the second, the son ofYus- 
suf Shah, ninth and last of the Atabeks of Laristaun ; of whom nothing 
further is mentioned, than, that after exercising the functions of au¬ 
thority for a limited period, he also passed, like his predecessors, to 
another and unknown state of existence. “ On that world which 
“ sprung from nothing, and which terminates in death, it would in- 
“ deed,” observes the author, “be egregious folly to build the expecta¬ 
tion either of stability, or perpetuity.” 

Of the dinasties, of which it was proposed to include an account in 
the present chapter, there still remain four to complete the narration ; 
but as the circumstantial detail,, even reduced to its utmost brevity, 
would occupy the place of far more important matter, to which the 
remainder of this volume must necessarily be devoted, the reader is 
intreated to be satisfied with the subjoined list of successions, in the 
several branches to which we have here adverted. 

1st, of the Kdrakhatayans in Kermaun. 

Of these the first who aspired and established his claims, to in¬ 
dependent power, was the Borauk IIaujeb, formerly mentioned ; 
who made himself master of the province of Kermaun by the defeat of 
Abftl Kaussem Zftzeny, in the six hundred and nineteenth of the Hid¬ 
jerah ; obtained from Oukd&i, or Oct&i Kauri, the title of Kutlugh 
Khaun ; and maintained his authority, with distinguished reputation, 
until the twentieth of Zilliaudah, of the year six hundred and.thirty- 
two,^ when he died, after a reign of about fourteen years. 
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A.H. 633 81. Sfiltan Rokken-ud-dein Khaejah HuKK,the son of Borauk Ilau- 
A. D. 1-236-82. j e b, was absent at the period of his father’s death, with the court of 
Kholaussut- Oukdki Kaun ; but obtaining from thatgreat monarch a patent for the 
aur ' government of Kermaun, he returned without delay to take possession 
of his inheritance, and entered the capital , of the province on the 
twenty-sixth of Shabaun, of the year six hundred and thirty three ;* 
his couzin german Kutb-ud-dein Mahommed, who had obtruded him¬ 
self into the government, retiring on his approach. Nevertheless, after 
reigning with considerable prosperity for a period of fifteen years, he 
was after all, by the injunction of Mangu Khaun, placed at the dispo¬ 
sal of the same Kfitb-ud-dein, by whom he wasput to death. 

Sultan Kutb-ud-dein Mahommed, the son of Khemeir TaynkiJ, 
assumed the government of Kermaun, in the middle of Shavaul of the 
six hundred and fiftieth, and reigned with great happiness to his sub¬ 
jects, until Ramzaun of the six hundred and fifty-fifth of the Iiidjerah,f 
the period of his death. 

Although he left two sons, the government was conferred, on the 
death of Kutb-ud-dein, on his widow Kutliigh Tfirkan, whose daugh¬ 
ter was married to Abaka Khaun. The royal title was, however, nomi¬ 
nally bestowed upon llejauje Sultan, one of the sons of the late 
prince. But, on attaining to years of discretion, the young Sultan 
proceeding to treat his mother with indignity, and in one of his carous¬ 
als, proposing to her to dance before him, the insulted princess justly 
took offence, and withdrew to the court of Abaka.. The Sultan not 
a little terrified on his part, fled shortly afterwards into Hindustaun. 
At the expiration of ten years, followed by a considerable army raised 
for his assistance by the princes of India, he was returning to recover 
his inheritance; when he died on the march, in the month of Zilhudje, 
of the six hundred and seventieth of the Ilidjerah. 

Sultan Jullaul-ud-dein Se yurghetmesh, the son of Kfitb-ud- 
dein Mahommed, solicited and obtained from Sultan Ahmed Khaun, 
a patent for the province of Kermaun, and for the removal of Kutlugh 
Turkan; and some time in the six hundred and eighty-first of the 
Hidjerah, entered the capital and took possession of his government. 
Kutlugh Turkan died of grief at Tebreiz in the course of the succeed- 

* Fourth of May, A. D. 1236. t September, A. D. 1257. 
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Ing sumthfer, having held the nominal sovereignty of Kermaun for a 
period of six and twenty years. In six hundred and ninety-one S61- 
tan Seyftfghetmesh was himself displaced, in favor of his sister Pad¬ 
shah Kbatfin, under the authority of Kunjaitu Sultan, and confined 
to the castle of Kermaun. He contrived, however, in the course of a 
few days to make his escape ; but, through the influence of his evil 
destiny, falling again into the hands of his sister, he was inhumanly 
put to death by her orders, in the six hundred and ninety-third of the 
Hidjer&h. He is spoken of as a just, prudent, and intelligent prince, 
whose government was a model of propriety and regularity. 

Seffftet-ud-dein Padshah Khatun, the daughter of Kutb-ud- 
dein Mahommed, notwithstanding her cruelty to her brother, is des¬ 
cribed as a just and accomplished princess, equally distinguished for 
the beauties of her person, for the benevolence and purity of her dis¬ 
position, and for her singular and extraordinary talents in every res¬ 
pect. On the accession of Bayd^Khaun, who succeeded to Kunjai¬ 
tu, about the six hundred and ninety-fourth of the Hidjerah, and who 
was married to Shah Allum the daughter of Seyurghetmesh, the prin¬ 
cess Padshah Khatun began with good reason to entertain apprehen¬ 
sions of a sudden and gloomy reverse ; and the widow of her bfother, 
with her dependents, escaping about the same time from Kermaun, 
soon collected a numerous force, with which she returned and laid 
siege to the capital. In a few days Padshah Khatun resigned herself 
to her fate, and throwing open the gates of the capital to her besiegers, 
she was by them imprisoned ; and shortly afterwards, in Shabaun of 
the six hundred and ninety-fourth of the Hidjerah, put to death by 
order of Baydft Khaun; thus, by a just retribution, being compelled to 
taste of the same bitter draught whiehshe had soeruelly administered 
to her unfortunate brother. 

Shltan Jullaul-ud-dein Mahommed Shah thesonof Hejauje Sul¬ 
tan, was invested with the government, under the authority of Ghaz- 
an Khaun, in Zilhudje of the six hundred and ninety-fourth of the 
Hidjerah ; and he died in the year seven hundred and one, at the age 
of twenty-nine, in consequence of a fever contracted by debauch. 

Kfitb-ud-dein Shah Jahaun the son of Seyurghetmesh, last of the 
Karakh&tayans, assumed the government on the death of Mahommed 
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A. H. yoi.41. Shah, under a .grant from Gli^an Khsura ; but on the a«ees»»«» of 
A. D. 130140. Uijaitu Sultan, m consequence of some prater grudge, he was de- 
^akhba^ posed from his authority by that monarch. Sbahjahuun withdrew 
upon this to Shirauz, where, though calmly resigned to his destiny, 
his merit rose superior to his fortune, and acquired for him yet some 
share of power. lie left a daughter of the name of Khaun Kfiiluk, 
who hecame the wife of Atneir Mabommed Muzuffur, and the mother 
of the princes Shah Shftjia, Shah Mahmud, and Sultan Ahmed, of 1 ' 
Shirauz and Farss. On the removal of Shahjahaun, in short, the pro¬ 
vince of lvermaun was assigned to the Jengueizian Arneirs in succes¬ 
sion, until the seven hundred and forty-first of the Hidjerah ; when it 
was permanently transferred to thesam eAmeir Maho mined Mhsuffer, 
of whom immediately. 

I Id,, of the race of Muzuffur. 

Gheyauth-ud-dein Hajy Khorass&uny the founder of this family, is 
stated to have been a native of Kbawauf, who, on the irruption of the 
Moghuls under Jengueiz, retired to Yezd, in the adjoining angle of 
the province of Farrs. He had three sons, Abfi Bukker, Mahommed, 
and Munsur. Of the two former of these, who engaged in the service of 
Alla-ud-doulah the governor of Yezd, there remained no posterity ; 
but Munsfir, who continued with his father, had three sons, Mahom- 
Of the race of med, Ally, and Muzuffur; the latter, though youngest of the brothers, 
Mhzuft'ur. becoming renowned beyond his compeers in the achievements of the 
field of buttle. After long wandering, without a settlement, through 
different parts of Irak Ajem, this warlike adventurer repaired at last 
to the court of Arghiln Khaun; by whom, in consequence of his singu¬ 
lar accomplishments of person and mind, he was early advanced to the 
drank of Yessawul, or silver stick. 

On the accession of Kfinjaytft, the fortune of Ameir Muzuffur con¬ 
tinued to be advanced, until by thetime that Ghazan Khaun ascended 
the throne of Hulauku, he was of sufficient eminence to receive from 
„ that monarch the government of Hazaurah, with the distinction of 
the standard and kettle-drum. On the death of Ghazan Khaun, he 
became still further promoted under the auspices of Ulj&itu, being at 
the same time entrusted with the protection of the roads from Aber- 
fcoh, Herat, and Meru, and with the government of Meybfid; at which 
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.latter place, when lie was not in attendance on the person of his so¬ 
vereign, he now generallyresided, until the period-of his death, in the 
seven hundred and thirteenth of the Hidjerah. 

He left an only son,. Mubaurez-ud-dein Mahommed, who hast¬ 
ened on the death of his father to the presence of Uljaitu Sujtan ; by 
whom he was immediately invested with all the honors and appoint¬ 
ments of the departed Muzuffur. He continued at court for a period 
of four years, at the expiration of which lie was permitted to repair to 
his government ofMeybud, by Sultan Abu Saeid, who then filled the 
throne. In the seven hundred and nineteenth of the Hidjerah, he ap¬ 
peared however again in the court of Abu Saeid, from whom, in addi¬ 
tion to his former dignities, he now received the government of Yezd- 
In the course of the same year, with not more than eight of his brav¬ 
est followers, he was engaged in a perilous conflict with the Nikodri- 
ans, a ferocious banditti who then infested the roads of Khorassaun; in 
which no less than seventy arrows were lodged in different parts of his 
armour. ITeegcaped, however, otherwise.uninjured, after defeating the 
banditti, whose chief he captured, and conveyed in a cage, together 
with the heads of several of his associates, to the camp of Abu S&eid. 

In the seven hundred and twenty-ninth* of the Hidjerah, as re¬ 
cently intimated, Ameir Mnbaurez-ud-dein Mahommed, was united 
in wedlock to Khaun Kutluk the daughter of Shahjahaun the exiled 
chief of Kermaun. And in seven hundred and thirty four he again vi¬ 
sited the court of Abu S&eid, being on the occasion accompanied by 
his son Shah Shurf-ud-dein Muzuffur, and experiencing from the suc¬ 
cessor of Hulauku the most favorable reception. In the course of the 
same year he attended Abu Saeid to Baghdad, and availed himself of 
the opportunity to visit the tomb of Ally at Nudjef. He returned 
shortly afterwards to Yezd. 

The turbulent and ambitious having availed themselves, on the 
death of Sultan Abd Saeid, in the seven hundred and thirty-sixth of 
the Hidjerah,f of an opportunity to divide the empire, the whole pro¬ 
vince of Farss was taken possession of, during the confusion, by Ameir 
Mdss&oud £hah the son of Mahmud Shah Aynjii; Ameir Shaikh Abut 
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A. H. 736-41. Ishauck, Celebrated for the liberality of his disposition and the benig- 

A. D. 1335-40. n j£y 0 f hi s manners, proceeding immediately towards Yezd. He was, 
Khoiaussut- however, met at some distance from that place by Ameir Mahomraed, 
by whose hospitable and conciliatory demeanor, he was tor the present 
diverted from any hostile design. But when, after a few days resi¬ 
dence in the neighborhood ofYezd, Ameir Abu Ishauck had proceed¬ 
ed some distance on his march towards Kermaun, he suddenly re¬ 
turned towards the former place; and Ameir Mahorartied found him¬ 
self now constrained to quit the city with the determination to give 
him battle. Before matters had, however, been carried to the last ex¬ 
tremity, an accommodation was arranged between these hostile chiefs 
through the mediation of Shaikh Ally Amran, a celebrated Peir, or 
Mahommedan saint, of that age. 

In the seven hundred and fortieth of the Hidjerah, Ameir Mahont- 
med associated with Ameir Peir Husseyne Tchoubauny in the design 
of reducing Shirauz. On the arrival of the invaders at Istakhar, about 
fprty miles from his capital, Ameir Mussktud Shah retired towards 
Kauzer&n, whither he was immediately pursued by Ameir Mahom- 
med; but the enemy entirely dispersing on his approach, the latter 
returned without delay to rejoin Ameir Husseyne in the siege of 
Shirauz ; which, after a defence of some duration, was ultimately per¬ 
mitted to capitulate, through the interposition of Kauzy Mejid-ud-dein 
Ism&ily, another very learned religionist of those times. Ameir Peir 
Husseyne now made his entry into Shirauz in-great triumph, assign¬ 
ing to Ameir Mahommed the government of Kermaun ; of which, m, 
Mohurrim, of the year seven hundred and forty-one,* he accordingly 
proceeded to take possession. He was received intathe capital of the 
province without opposition, Mfelek Kutb-ud-dein Neikrouz, the go¬ 
vernor, having fled at his approach towards Herat; but imprudently 
dispersing his troops into separate and distant quarters, in order to 
afford relief to the inhabitants, intelligence of the circumstance was 
conveyed to Neikrouz; who prevailed upon Ameir Daoud the lieu¬ 
tenant of Her&t, after he had resided for some time under his protec¬ 
tion, to assist him in the recovery of his government. The fugitive 
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governor, accompanied by Ameir D&oud, at the head of a body of A. H. 741-42. 
Ghourians, arrived, by stolen marches, within four farsangs of Ker- A. D 1340 - 4 1 . 
maun, before Ameir Mahommed was apprized of his danger. The Kholaussut* 
latter, destitute of troops for his defence, quitted the city in the dead ul akhbaur * 
of the night, and withdrew to a station on the frontier, until he could 
assemble a force to make head against the enemy ; Neikrouz with his 
ally the lieutenant of Jler&t, entering Kermaun the ensuing day, and 
proceeding without molestation to re-establish the government. But 
Ameir Mahommed, having in a short time re-assembled a sufficient 
force for the undertaking, and being further joined by a division of 
the troops of Peir H&sseyne,. proceeded to carry fire and sword to 
the gates of the city, and as speedily reduced it a second time, and 
restored his authority throughout the country. Soon afterwards he 
completed the subjugation of the province by the capture of the for¬ 
tress of Bemm, or Bamm ; which was, after a gallant resistance,' and 
several conflicts under the walls, ultimately surrendered to his mercy 
by its then possessor Shfljia-ud-dein. This unfortunate chief exper¬ 
ienced at first a kind reception from his conqueror, but exhibiting 
some fresh proofs of hostility, he was finally put to death. 

The harmony which had for some time subsisted between Ameir 
Mahommed, and Peir Husseyne Tchoubauny was destined, through 
the arts of the evil disposed, to terminate in the course of the seven 
hundred and forty second of the Ilidjerah ; but as Peir Husseyne was 
compelled soon afterwards, by the disaffection of some of his principal 
followers, to withdraw to Tebreiz, to solicit the assistance of Ameir 
Peir Hussun Kotchek, he was there basely poisoned by the hand from 
which he sought relief. Ir&k Ajem, with Shirauz, upon this, fell 
once more into the hands of Ameir Mussaoud Shah ; who now hast¬ 
ened from Baghdad, and wasquietly re -instated in the possession of his 
capital. Endeavoring, however, to redress the inhabitants against some 
excesses committed before his arrival, by Ameir Yaughy Pausty, 
that chief took offence, and availed himself of the first opportunity to 
put his superior to death. Ameir Shaikh Abfi Ishauck was enabled 
however, with the assistance of the people of Shirauz, to attack and 
expel the murderer, and to assume the government in his own name. 
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Subsequent to these events, Kermaun'was twice Invaded by tbo 
same Ameir Abu Ishauck, once in seven hundred and forty-ftve, and 
a second time in the seven hundred and forty-seventh of the Hidjerah; 
on both which occasions the invader, after committing horrible devast-' 
ation, was, however, compelled to return without deriving any per¬ 
manent advantage. But in the course of the latter year, the Moghuls 
of Jerraaun and Oughaun, who had been called in, at the request of 
Seyurghetmesh the Karakhatayan, in the time of Arghftn Khatrn, to 
protect the roads in the neighborhood of the pravihce^beginning to 
exhibit some symptoms of a refractory disposition, Ameir Mahommed 
was under the necessity of leading his troops against them; and be¬ 
ing defeated by them, in a battle which took place in the desert of 
Khawin, and forced to retire before them towards Kermaun, A meir 
Abh Ishauck, on intelligence of the disaster, and in defiance ofrecent 
engagements, proceeded to the attack ofYezd ; of which, inconse¬ 
quence of the absence of Shah Shurf-ud-dein, at this period in attend¬ 
ance upon his father, he obtained possession- Shah Shurf-ud-dein, 
hastened upon this to the defence of Meybhd, the cradle and retreat 
of his family, which Abu Ishauck had also dispatched a force to seize 
upon. Shah Shurf-ud-dein succeeded in anticipating the design, and 
in defeating the troops employed to carry it into execution. Abu Is¬ 
hauck now appeared in person before Meybud : but discovering in the 
course of a few days’ hostilities, that he had inadvertently eneased 
in an enterprize full of danger and difficulty, he ventured to propose- 
a personal interview with. Shah Shurf-ud-deih Mftzuffur, at which an 
accommodation was readily agreed to on the part of the latter. Abft 
Ishauck returned without further delay to Yezd; where, finding that 
Sultan Shah Jaadaur, whom he had employed to-assist the Jermaun- 
ian and Ougban„or perhaps Avghan tribes, had made but a discourag¬ 
ing progress in his operations against Ameir Mahommed, he had re¬ 
course to the mediation of two respectable and disinterested individu-- 
als, of their common faith, to bring about another treaty of peace; on 
the conclusion of which, he once more withdrew to Shirauz. 

The chiefs of the two hostile tribes now claimed the protection" of 
Aroek Mahommed, who consented to. overlook thek recent transgres¬ 
sions, and otherwise treated them with extraordinary liberality.. 
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Nevertheless, renewed provocations on the part of these untractable A. H. 74S54. 
and ferocious banditti soon led him to seek their entire extirpation ; A. P. 1348-5 3* 
which, by the destruction of their leaders, he shortly afterwards ac- K holaussut - 

ul-akhbaur. 

complislied. 

In the seven hundred and forty-ninth* of the Hidjerah, Ameir Abu 
Ishauck, through an invasion of the territory of that prince, by a force 
Under Sdltan Shah Jandanr, again violated his engagements with Anreir 
Mahommed Mfizuffur; but disgusted with these repeated instances 
ofbad faith on the part of his employer, Sultan Shah now determined at 
once to go over to his adversary ; among whose most distinguished 
officers, he became immediately enrolled. Two years afterwards, 
abdut the seven hundred and fifty-first of the Hidjerah, Abfi Ishauck 
proceeded, notwithstanding, once more to form the siege of Yezd; but 
after consuming much fruitless labour and exertion before the place, 
he was this time compelled to return to Shirauz, covered with disa- 
pointment. In seven hundred and forty-three, he appears to have 
made his final effort for the subjugation of Kermaun, against which he 
directed a powerful army under one of his most distinguished generals. 

Ameir Mahommed, accompanied by his sons and noblest adherents, 
hastened to oppose the invaders, with whom he came to an action at 
a place called Punjangusht; and there, through the distinguished 
prowess and activity of his two sons, Shah Muzuffur, and Shah Shfi- 
jiah, he totally defeated the troops of his adversary. 

These repeated aggressions, Ameir-Mahommed, in the early part of 
seven hundred and fifty-four, determined to retaliate by the final re¬ 
duction of Shirauz ; which, after a fruitless attempt at an accommo¬ 
dation on the part of his rival, (who declined a battle on his approach, 

^ind threw himself into his capital) he at length invested 1 . During the 
siege, which he prpsecuted with extraordinary vigor for many months,’ 
he was himself attacked by a severe indisposition; but, he experienced 
a still more grievous affliction in the loss of his eldest son, Shah Shurf- 
pd-dein Muzuffur, who died in the former Jummaudy of this year, in 
the flower of life. He continued, however, to carry on-his attacks 
without remission, and without exhibiting any outward mark of sor¬ 
row, until the third day of Shavaul,| when be made a general assault 
* A. P. 1318, t October 29th, A. D. 1353. 


YOL. II 



A, II... 7*4-5. 
A. D. 1358-4. 

KUolaussut- 

nlakhbaur. 


upon the town ; into which, by a previous arrangement, he was ad¬ 
mitted through the Muristaun gate, by Kullh, Nasser-ud-dein Omar, 
the provost, or warden, of that quarter of the city. Such at the same 
time, is described to have been the state of insensibility to which Abd 
Ishauck had reduced himself by frequent debauch, that he could not 
be immediately persuaded, that the alarm which reached his ears was 
occasioned by the presence of his adversary; of whom he spoke with a 
contempt which evinced the blindest fatuity. He was, however, not 
suffered to be iongjdubious of the truth ; and he fled, crest fallen and 
dismayed, towards the Shoulistaun, or sandy region, on the sea coast 
of Mekraun ;* while his triumphant rival proceeded at leisure to es¬ 
tablish his power, and to assume the royal authority in the metropolis 
of Suliman ; a title by which the fair city of Shirauz has been some¬ 
times dignified by the orientals. In the mean time, the extruded chief 
continued his retreat through the Shoulestaun to Kellaseffaid, the 
white fortress, and from thence dispatched to solicit the aid of Ameir. 
Shaikh Hussun the Eylekhaunian, at Baghdad. From that prince he 
received, accordingly, a reinforcement of ten thousand horse, with 
whjch, and some other troops whom he contrived to re-assemble, he 
now returned towards Shirauz. But Shah Shujia, at the instance of. 
his father, hastening to oppose him, his followers dispersed without 
coming to action ; and the unfortunate prince, thus abandoned to his 
destiny, and accompanied by a few only of his most faithful friends, 
took the road towards Isfahaun. Shah Shujia on returning to Shir¬ 
auz on this occasion, was invested by his father, with the government 
of Kermaun, to which he repaired shortly afterwards. 

Leaving his sister’s son, Shah Sfiltan, in the government of Shirauz, 
Ameir Mahommed Mfizuffur proceeded, in the seven hundred and 
fifty-fifth* of the Hidjerah to invade Irak Ajem, being joined at the 
station called the yellow palace, by his son Shah Shhjiafrom liermaun. 
At this place, intelligence beipg, however, conveyed to him, that Eye- 
temur, at the head of a division of the adherents of Abu Ishauck, was 
advancing from th~ Shoulistaun towards SJiirauz, Shah Shujia was ne- 

*From what follows, it may, notwithstanding, apply to the rocky territory north west of 
Shirauz. 
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efissanly dispatched to avert the danger from that quarter; but on his 
march, being joined by Shah Sftitan the governor of Shirauz, he learnt 
from him that the enemy were already in possession of the city, and had 
set fire to the quarter of the Murestaun. Shah Shhjia on this intel¬ 
ligence hastened his march jnnd, breaking unexpectedly into the town, 
cut to pieces both Eyetemur and his followers, and the whole dfthose 
who had joined his standard; of whom not one escaped to describe the" 
unlooked for catastrophe. 

In the mean time, Ameir Mahommed conducted his troops to the 
gates of Isfahaun, of which he immediately formed the siege ;* but the- 
defence being protracted beyond his expectations, and his army evinc¬ 
ing, moreover, a disposition to be refractory, he was compelled for the 
present to forego the design, and return to Shirauz. 

About two years afterwards, in the seven hundred and fifty-seventh 
of the Hidjerah, he was, however, enabled to resume the siege ; but,' 
the rigor of the cold season supervening, he consigned the prosecution 
of the enterprize, after some months, to his nephew, Shah Sultan, 
recently mentioned, and removed to a milder climate. Shah Sultan 
exerted his utmost resources and activity, to make himself master of 
the town, and, in the course of the succeeding spring, he. found himself 
in possession of his object. In these appalling circumstances, per¬ 
ceiving himself shut out from every hope of deliverance by the reduc¬ 
tion of his capi tal, Ameir Shaikh Abfi Ishauk Evnju determined to fly 
for sanctuary to Moulana Asseii-ud-dein, the Shaikh-ul-Islaum, or 
patriarch of the province; but as Shah Siiltajr, utterly unmindful of 
the multiplied obligations under which he stood to the unfortunate 
prince for former favors, had dispersed his emissaries in every direc¬ 
tion to discover his retreat, it also occurred to the Moulana, that they 
must ultimately come upon their object; and he therefore did not 
scruple to acquaint Shah Sultan with the abode of his victim. The 
Sultan, with ungenerous zeal,immediately sent to seize the person of 
the unhappy Ameir; who, together with one hundred of his most ob¬ 
noxious adherents, was now conveyed towards Shirauz. The guards 

* During the siege Ameir Mahommed is said to have acknowledged tlie authority of Abti 
Bukker of the nice of Abbas, who had 1 proclaimed himself, ia Egypt, the successor to the 
Khalifs, with the title of U1 Miatezzed Billalu 
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entrusted with the care of his person, conducted AbH Ishauck by un¬ 
known roads, to the open space, or esplanade, before the gate of Istakh- 
aur, where Ameir Mahommed, with the Ulemas, Kauzies, and prin¬ 
cipal inhabitants, awaited his arrival. And, here-the devoted captive 
being .interrogated by Ameir Mahommed as to his conduct in the death 
of a certain Ameir Hadje Zoraub, and acknowledging without reserve 
in his reply, that this person had suffered by his orders, was immedi¬ 
ately delivered over to the sons of the same Zoraub, to atone with his 
blood for the death of their father. The youngest of these strudt off his 
head on the spot, with a single stroke of his scimitar. This event* 
which was regretted by multitudes of people, toqk place in the latter 
part of the former Jummaudy of the seven hundred and fifty-eighth of 
the Hidjerah.* 

In the courseof seven hundred and fifty-nine, Ameir Mahommed pro¬ 
ceeded tolsfafiaun, in order to prepare the equipmentsof anexpedition, 
which he had in contemplation, against the province of Azerbayjaun; 
and was received, on his arrival in the neighborhood, by Shah Sultan, 
at the head of the most distinguished inhabitants, who had hastened to 
meet, andwho nowconductedhimintothemetropolisofIr&k,withevery 
possible demonstration of respect. Unfortunately, in consequence of his 
indefatigable zeal and eminent personal services, particularly in exploring 
the retreat, and relieving him from his apprehensions of an enemy so 
formidable as Abu Ishauck, Shah Sultan had been led to indulge expecta¬ 
tions of favor, on the part of Ameir Mahommed, which it might have 
been difficult to realize. The reception which he experienced was, 
how.ever, equally cold and mortifying to his hopes. He proceeded, 
notwithstanding, toprovide a most magnificententertainment, to which 
he invited his uncle. On entering the banqueting room, the eyes of 
the old chief, however, no sooner fell on the costliness and splendor of 
the arrangements, ths^n he, gave a signal to his attendants to seize on, 
and appropriate to theipselves, the wholeofwhat had been thus collected 
at a vast expence to do him particular honor ; after which, and having 
spoken to his nephew in language peculiarly acrimonious and severe,, 
he abruptly quitted the apartment. Treatment apparently so umner- 

' May A. D. 1357. 
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ited and injurious, deeply implanted in the bosom of the Shltan, that 
animosity, which, at the proper period, did not fail to display its effects. 

These ebullitions of jealousy, or ill temper, did not, however, divert 
Ameir Mahommed from the object which had brought him into Irkk. 
With twelve thousand chosen horse, the flower of that country, of 
Laristaun, and Parss, he advanced in due time towards Azerbayjaun; 
Aukhy Jouk the governor of the province, at the head of a superior 
force of thirty thousand men, at the same time hastening tooppose him. 
At a place called Meyan Guerdan, these hostile armies came to a bat¬ 
tle, in which, after a severe and obstinate conflict, Ameir Mahommed 
was ultimately victorious, his two sons, Shah Shujia and Shah Mah¬ 
mud pursuing the vanquished all the way to Nakhtchuan : where, for 
the space of three days, they celebrated their victory, by every species 
of festivity and recreation, and then returned to rejoin their father. 
•On this occasion, they were destined to experience from him, a treat¬ 
ment similar to that by whic^h he had already alienated the attachment 
of Shah Sflltan ; and he completed the measure of their grievances by 
unjustly ascribing to Shah Yaheya the whole merit of his recent vic¬ 
tory, which determined them to watch an opportunity! of revenge. 
At the expiration of two months, during which he continued at Teb- 
reiz, he received intelligence that Sfiltan Aweiss the Eylekhaunian 
was advancing from Baghdad, to recover the capital of Azerbayjaun ; 
and his astrologers having long since taught him that he was destined 
to experience some grievous calamity, from a warrior tall in stature, 
with the features and complexion ofa Tartar, he all at once discovered 
in Sftltan Aweiss, the object of his apprehensions, and .suddenly with¬ 
drew towards Isfahann. During his retreat, his behavior towards his 
sons became every day still more aggravating. He would menace 
them at one time with the loss of sight, at another with death ; and on 
some occasions, observes our author, he would condescend to address 
them in language that would disgrace the lips of a camel driver. 

Under these circumstances of perpetual irritation, Shah Shfijia and 
Shah MahmCtd, both finally determined on seizing the person of the old 
prince; and, for that purpose entered into immediate consultation 
with their kinsman, Shall Sultan ; who availed himself of the oppor¬ 
tunity to apprize them, that their father had already formed the design 
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of shutting them upinaprison, andofraisingSMtan Abfl Yezzeid to .the 
throne of Ir&k, reserving to himself the commandof the armies. And 
upon; this, a plan was concerted between the three malcontent princes, 
to seize and immure the person of'the old monarch, immediately on 
their arrival at Isfahaun. 

Some time had, however, been suffered to elapse after their return 
to that city, when, one night, Shah SA1 tan appeared unexpectedly at 
the residence of Shah Shujia, alone and on foot, and urgently intreated 
that he might be allowed to make his escape without dtelay ; since he 
had that moment discovered that the whole of their designs had been 
hetrayed to Ameir Mahommed ; and which, if true, it was impossible 
that they should be suffered to outlive the ensuing morrow. Shah 
Shujia made some effort to appease his apprehensions ; but it was 
finaUy’resolved to set them, effectually at rest, by seizing the person 
of Ameir Mahommed the very next morning.. Accordingly, the three 
princes proceeded together early in the forenoon of the following day, 
to carry their design into execution. Ameir Mahommed happened at 
the moment of their approach to be employed in reading his Koran, 
in one of the Balakh&nahs, or balconies, of the- palace. Shah Mahmud 
remained at the outward gate, to occupy the attention of the servants 
of the court; Shah Shfijja, with, some of the most resolute of his fol¬ 
lowers, took post at the foot of the stair-case ;• while Mhssaufer Bou- 
datchei, with six of the boldest conspirators, ascended to the presence- 
of the old chief, who demanded with some surprise where they had 
been to ? They evaded the question by beginning to state that Shah 
Shujiahad not the means ofdefraying his,most necessary expences; and 
Ameir Mahommed upon this, laying his hand upon his sword,- with 
an air of displeasure, Mussaufer immediately threw himself upon him. 
The old.monarch rose, however, and. defended himself with consider¬ 
able activity and presence of mind, until. overpowered by the united 
strength of the six other conspirators; who at last succeeded in secur¬ 
ing his person, and forcing him into the interior of the palace, where 
he continued to give vent to his rage, without ceasing, and iathe- 
most violent language, until sunset. He was sent off the same night 
towards the castle of Tabarek, where, on the nineteenth of Ramzaua 
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6f the seven hundred and sixtieth of the HidjeraH,* he was'finailjr A.*H.-7®afl&. 
deprived of sight by his offended kinsman Shah Sultan. a. P. 1359-c i. 

Shah Shujia now publicly assumed the royal authority; and repair- K1 »olaussat- 
ing to Shirauz, from’ thence dispatched orders to remove his fathdr 
from Tabarek, to Kellaseffeid, in the mountains nortbof Nobundfejan, 

When he had, however, remained in confinement at that place for about 
two months, the Shah zhdaha became ashamed of thein unnatural 


conduct ; and operiing a correspondence with their insulted parent, 
sought to conciliate his forgiveness, by every method they could devise. 
An accommodation was at last arranged, by which it was finally agreed 
that the old prince should return to Shirauz, and be restored to the 
royal authority; Shah Shujia engaging at the same time to take not 
step in the government, without the concurrence of his father. Ameir 
Mahommed upon this hastened once more to Shirauz ; where he found 
every stipulation punctually adhered to by Shah Shujia. But, when 
matters had proceeded in this train for a little while, Ameir Mahom¬ 
med unfortunately suffered himself to be prevailed upon, by the sug¬ 
gestions of the evil disposed, to adopt a plan for seizing the person of 
Shah Shujia, and forraising Sultan Abb Yezzeid to the royal dignity; 
while the superintendence of the armies should be transferred to Shah- 
Yaheya. Shah.Shfijia, receiving, however, intimation of the design, 
contrived to elude the snare, by cutting off the whole of his adversa¬ 
ries, before they had an opportunity of carrying their plans into exe¬ 
cution. Ameir Mahommed was now banished to the Gurrumseyr, 
the country below the mountains, towards the sea coast, probably so 
called from the excessive heat of the climate. Here he fell into a state 
of ill health, under which, w hen he had continued to linger for some 
time, Shah Shujia, in the expectation that he might be relieved by the 
change, directed him to be removed to the fortress of Bamm, in Ker- 
maun. The old monarch derived, however, but little benefit from 
the removal; and breathed his last at the close of the latter Rebb,eiaof 
the seven hundred and sixty fifth of the Hidjerah ;* precisely fifty-two 
years after the death of bis father. His remains were conveyed to 
Meybud, the early abode ot the family; where they were committed-to 
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the grave in the edifice called the collegeof Mfizufriah, possibly erected 
by Ameir Muzuffur; 

Jullaul-ud-dein Shah Shujia had, as we have seen, exercised 
the royal authority for some years previous to the death of his father? 
and he died on Sunday night, the twenty-second of Shabaun of the 
seven hundred and eighty-sixth of the Hidjerah,* after a splendid, but 
turbulent reign, of five and twenty years and two months. He is des¬ 
cribed to have surpassed his contemporaries in every virtue, and every 
accomplishment that could secure the respect and admiration of man¬ 
kind ; but the limits of our plan have necessarily, precluded our en¬ 
tering into a relation of the contest, which.was long protracted between 
him and his brother Shah Mahmftd, supported by the troops of Sultan 
Aweiss the Eylekhaunian, monarch of Baghdad, and which ultimately 
terminated, notwithstanding, in favor of Shah Sh&jia. At his death he 
is said, in a most eloquent letter to have recommended his children to 
the protection of Teymfir. 

Sfiltan Mujauhed-ud-deinZEYNE-trt-AuBBEDEiN, theson of Shah 
Shfijia, succeeded to the throne of Shirauz ; but, his father’s recommen¬ 
dation was not sufficient to protect him from being expelled bis do¬ 
minions by Teymfir; in the vortex of whose tremendous career we find 
ourselves thus insensibly engaged, in the seven hundred and eighty 
ninth of the Hidjerah. 

Shah Munsur, the 1 son of Shah M&zuffiir, and nephew of Shah- 
Shujia, on the retreat of Teymur, in order to suppress the rebellion) 
of Touktemesh Khaun of Keptchauk, in the course of the seven hun¬ 
dred and ninetieth of the Hidjerah, advanced from Shushter, and 
took possession of the government of Shirauz. But, on the fourteenth 
of the former Jummaudy of the year seven hundred and ninety five, 1 ]* 
after exhibiting proofs of unparalleled valour; he was killed in an ob¬ 
stinate battle, in which he dared to oppose bis person to that of the 
conqueror of the oriental world. He has been celebrated by, the pen 
of Hauffez, who hailed his accession in some lines* of which the fol¬ 
lowing couplet is said to have been the exordium. 

“ Lo royal Munsur’s victor flag displayed,” 

“■ The joy of promised triumphs to the stars conveyed !” 

• October 8tb, A. D. 1384. 126th of March, A. D. 1393. 
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The poet’s enthusiastic vision was, however, as we have just seen, A. H. 795. 
deplorably fevCrsed in the sequel; and on the tenth of Rudjub, of the A - D - 1393, 
same year,* the whole of the race of Mfizuffur, (with the exception of Kbolaussut- 
Sfiltan Zeyne-ul-aubbedein and his brother, the sons of Shah Shfijia 
both deprived of sight, and transported beyond theOxus) was extin¬ 
guished in all its branches by thee xterminating vengeance ofTEYMUR; 
when it had subsisted, in considerable splendor, reckoning from the 
time at which the government of Meybud was conferred on Ameir 
MuzufFur, possibly about the seven hundred and fifth of the Hidjerah, 
for a period of about ninety years. 

Illd of the Serbedaurians, in Subbuzwaur. 

Respecting the origin of this face, the author proceeds to inform us 
that there lived, in the village of Bashtein dependedon Bahik, in the 
western quarter of Khorassaun, a person of some distinction, of the 
name and title of Shahaub-ud-dein Fuzzulullah, who had five sons, qj tlie Setw 
.whose names were as follows ; Amein-ud-dein, Abdurrezauk, We- bedarans, 
jeiah-ud-dein MAss&oud,Nusserullah, and Shums-ud-dein. Of these 
thetwoformer became, by their distinguished gallantry, of considerable 
eminence in the favor of Sultan AbAS&eid Khodabundah, the successor 
of Uljaytu : but, Ameir Abdurrezauk returning to his native village of 
Bashtein, on the death of that monarch, in the seven hundred and 
thirty sixth of the Hidjerah, found it in a state of no small confusion 
from the following circumstance, not unfrequently repeated in the his¬ 
tory of oppression. 

An agent of the reigning government of Khorassaun had presented 
hitnself in the village, and demanded from two brothers, of the names of 
Hussun, and Hfisseyne, the sons of Hamzah, to be furnished with wine 
and women for his recreation. To the article of wine, the two brothers 
appear to have made no demur; but on that of women they requested 
not to be importuned. The agent, or envoy, for that seems to have been 
his designation, persisted however in this demand, and proceeded to 
take some offensive liberties with the females of the family. Enraged 
at his insolence, the brothers now drew their swords, and proclaiming, 

Jthat though their heads were destined for the stake, this was a dishonor 

•May 20th, A. D. 1893. 
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A. H. 136, to which they could notsubmit, immediatelysa crifi^efl him to theirjjust 

A. D. 1385. vengeance. Ip consequence of,this act of violence A|\a- ( qd-^’ein,M %7 

Kholaussut- h6mmed,who presided over the affairs of Khorassauq at the time, had 
ul-akhbaur. .. . /*••**;. ' 

:«< dispatched to require the attendance of the bi'qjdfers to answer for the 

offence ; and it was while the villagers weredevising sopxp pretext to 
elude the summons, that Abdurrezauk arrived a.raoug them, paving 
received from them an explanation of what ^ad, passed,, bp found nq 
difficulty in ( gaining over a party of his qpuptry men ; and lie proceeded 
to dismiss the messengers, in a manner which. .byt little .accorded with 
the expectations of their employer. A detachment of fifty soldiers 
was next employed by Alla-ud-dein with still wprse success; being op¬ 
posed, and ignominiously expelled by Abdurre^au^ and his companions. 

The inhabitants of Bashtein were now thewhqle of them assemtye$ 
by Ameir Abdurrezauk ; who proceeded .without reserve tq explain to 
them the magnitude of tfye danger in which they w,ere engaged) and ; tq 
assure them that the slightest remissness, ojr irresolution, would, bgfol-, 
lowed by inevitable extermination. And he at the same fimebrought. 
to their recollection, that it was a thousand times better, like brave 
men, to see their heads alternatet/j exposed upon the stpfcf, ,th an like, 
dastardly cowards, tp be butchered yrithout .rqsi^t^ye.,, For thisrqa-, 
spn, together with what had been formerly expressed by the brothers, 
when they ppt the insolent envoy to death, they receiyefl the appellation*, 
of Ser-bc-dauran —those whose heads are dc.vo.ted to the stal^e: which, 
probably, became atonce the watchword, and the name p^their commu¬ 
nity. But without further dilation, having in; the course,of a y/sry 
short time rendered their arms extremely formidable* the insurgents 
succeeded in intercepting the Vezzeir of Khqrassaqp, the lately men¬ 
tioned Alla-ud-dein Mahommed, on his way to Asterabad; and having 
put him cruelly to death, they advanced to Subbuzwaur, of which; 
with the whole country in that direction, they made themsefyes mas¬ 
ters, without further difficulty. 

Ameir Abdurrezauk presuming, however, op this success to solicit 
an union with the daughter of Alla-ud-dein, the la^y. .conceived, by 
some means or other, that hewas actuatedby licentious and unwarranty 
able designs on the person of her son ; and, resolutely withholding her 
assent, immediately quitted'the town ofStrtfbuzwaur, which was be- 
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come the residence, of her suitor, and made the best of her way towards A. H. 73G-53. 

Neyshapfir. In an evil hour, Abdurrezauk made choice of his brother A -P ' 1335 52> 

Mfissaoud, to pursue and bring her back ; and this chief succeeded | 

... „ ul-akhbaur. 

accordingly, in comng up with the fugitive dame. But in endeavoring 

to compel her to return, he suffered his compassion to,be so effectually,^ 

wrought upon by her tears, and other expressions of female distress, that 

. i 1 ■ > i # k 

hebound himselfby an oath, no further to interfere with her in any res 
pect. He then ventured to return to the presence of his brother, jWitl^ 
a representation that he had failed to overtake the object of hisppr-.. 
suit; which, producing some very acrimonious remarks on the.part of, 
Abdurrezauk, Mfissaoud immediately resented by an appeal t;o his., 
knife, with which he killed him on the spot. Such appears to have, 
been the origin,of the Serbedaurians, and such the early fate of their 
first leader. 

Ameir Wejei^li-ud-dein Muss&oud on thus destroying his brother, 
succeeded to his authority ; and, about seven years after his accession 
was taken and put Ifo death by the prince of Ruptumdaur; a part of 
Mazanderaun, which he had unadvisedly engaged in an. expedition to 
reduce. 

Mahommed Eytemur assumed the government on intelligence of. 
the death of Muss&oud about the seven hundred and forty third of the 
Hidjerah; and was himself assassinated, at the instance.of one of the 
Serbedaurian chiefs, about the year seven hundred and .forty five. 

To him succeeded Kalu, or Kellfi-A sfenjdiajjr, whose authority 
was however of short duration ; being, in consequence of his.arbitrary 
and sanguinary conduct, not long afterwards also put to.death by his 
followers. 

Shums-ud-dein FyzzuLur.LA^i,jthe brother of their first, chief, was 
the person now chosen by the Sefbedaurians to preside over their des¬ 
tinies ; but being entirely devoted to his pleasures, he made.a vojun- , 
tary resignation of his.authority, after he had exercised it for about seven 
months.; 

jChaujah Sjhunis-ud-dein Ally received the government from his 
predecessor," some time in t|te year seven hundred and forty ejght, . 
lie was also assasjnated by ffyyd.cr Kassaub, one pfliis own principal 
officers, in the seven hundred and fifty third of the Hidjerah. 

3 m 3 
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Khaujah Yaheya succeeded by the choice of the Serbedaurians; 
and having governed them with considerable reputation for a period 
of four years and eight months, was cut off through the treachery of his 
wife’s brother. 

Khaujah ZEHEiR-tiD-DEiN Kerauvy succeeded, through the exer¬ 
tions of Heyder Kassaub ; but being a slave to his pleasures he was, 
at' the expiration of forty days, removed from authority by the same 
chieftain, who now took possession for himself. 

Pehlewaun Heyder Kassaub (the butcher) did not, however,eiijoy 
his usurpation, above four months ; being at the expiration of that pe¬ 
riod, namely in the latter Rebbeia of the seven hundred and sixty 
first of the Hidjerah,* cut off, at the instance of his piaster, by a slave 
belonging to Pehlewaun Hussun Damaghauny. 

Ameir Lutfullah, the son of Wejeiah-ud-dein Mfissaoud, suc¬ 
ceeded through the influence of the same Hussun Damaghauny, who 
was his preceptor, or Atabek ; on occasion of some Jealousies with 
whom he was, however, at the expiration of fifteen months, in Rudjub 
of the seven hundred and sixty second of the Hidjerahj* deposed and 
put to death by that chief, 

Pehlewaun Hussun Damaghauny, upon this, possessed himself of 
the government. He retained his authority for four years and four 
months ; until about the month of Zilkaud of the seven hundred and 
sixty sixth of the HidjerahJ when like most of his predecessors, he 
was assasinated by his own followers, at the instigation of Khaujah 
Ally Mfieyud; who had taken advantage of his absence on a distant 
expedition, to make himself master Of Subbuzwaur. Khaujah Aljly 
Mueyud succeeded, and retained the government of Subbuzwaur to¬ 
gether with Neyshapfir, and other parts of the adjoining extensive 
territory, under considerable vicissitude of fortune, until the seven 
hundred and eighty third of the Hidjerah ; when, the greater part of 
Khorassaun having been already subjugated by Teymflr, and that con¬ 
queror being on his advance towards Subbu'zwatfr, Ally Mfleyud also 
thought proper to submit, on his arrival at Neyshapur. The independ¬ 
ence of the Serbedaurians appears to have thus terminated, after it 
had subsisted for something less than half a century. 

• March, A. D. 1360. + May, A. D. 1361. J July, A. D. 1305. 
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IVth , of the Ghourians , or Stiltons of Ghour. A. H. 448 - 92 . 

On the authority of former historians, it is stated, that when Feri- A ' P ’ 3a ‘ 
donn, the restorer of the ancient Persian monarchy, succeeded in sub- ^^baur 
verting the power of the Arabian usurper Zohauk, some qftheraceof 
the latter withdrew for safety to the mountains of Ghour, between 
B&lkh and Seiestaun; where, having secured an asylum, they supported 
themselves in independent sovereignty, in succession, juntil the time 
of.Mahmud of Gheznein. At that period it was vested in a prince oP 
tjie name of Soury, who falling into the hands of Mahmud, was by him 
put to death ; but a grandson of the same Soury contriving to escape 
from thepoweroftheGheznevide,made his way into Hindustaun ; where 
he fixed his abode in one of the celebrated temples,-or pagodas, of that 
country. The exile had a son of the name of Saum, who, towards the 
decline of life took the resolution of returning to the land of his ances¬ 
tors ; and for that purpose embarked, with the whole of his family, on 
board of one»of the vessels employed on the coast of India, and pro¬ 
ceeded to sea. Meeting, however, with adverse winds, and tempestu¬ 
ous weather, the vessel foundered on the voyage, and'every soul on Origin of the 
board perished, excepting Hfisseyne the son of Saum ; who, after hav- Ghourians. 
ing been tossed about on a single plank, for three days and as many 
nights, at the mercy of the winds and waves, at last fortunately reached 
the shore. Thus miraculously delivered from the perils of the ocean, 

Musseyne made for the first town that he could discover; and at the 
entrance of a small shop laid himself down to sleep for the night, where 
one of the patrole, or watchmen, taking him for a robber, immediately 
seized and threw him into a prison, in which he continued for a period 
of seven years. At the expiration of that period, the reigning prince 
happening to die, a general enlargement of prisoners was proclaimed 
throughoutthecountry; and theunfriended Husseyne was among others 
permitted to avail himself of the indulgence. 

Once more at large, the son of Saum now took the road towards 
Gheznein ; but on his way falling in with a band of robbers,_ they were 
unfortunately so struck with his apparent bodily strength and activity, 
that they furnished him with a horse and armour, and prevailed upon 
him to enrol himself in their band. The very same night they were, 
however, the whole of them, surprised and taken by a detachment of 
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the troops ofSultan Ibrariftim of Gheznin, by whom! they were imme¬ 
diately bound hand arid n^ck and conveyed to that capital; and they 
were on their arrival. Without much ceremony, by the Sriltan Con¬ 
demned to die. When the executioner approached to bihd the eyes 
of Husseyne, the hopeless unfortunate addressed hiniself to heaven 
in these terms. “ Almighty being, I know that with tbiy divine nature 
“ error is eternally incompatible ; how comes it, nevertheless, that 
“ these men are permitted to destroy an innocent stranger !” The words 
iriade an impression bn the* executioner; and he found ihearisi through 
one of the royal household, to get them repeated to SAltan Ibrauhitn. 
Hftsseyne was now-ordered to the presence, and desired by the Siiltan 
to relate his history ; which having made known, as far as he thought 
convenient, he was upon this directed to take his rank, among the 
Haujebs, or chamberlains of the palace. 

On the accession of Sultan Mrissaoud, in the four hundred and 
ninety second of the Hidjerah,. the fortune of Hfisseyne' the son of 
Sarim was so fhr advanced, that he received from that monarch the 
government of Ghour, the seat of his ancestors. But his children, on 
his death, throwing offthe authority of the race of Sebekteggin, a series 
of inveterate hostilities ensiied ; in which Alla-ud-dein, the eldest of 
those children, having expelled Behrctm Shah from Gheznin, and leav¬ 
ing his brother Seyf-ud-dein in possession of that capital, those events 
were ultimately brought to pass, on his return to Feyrouzkbh, which 
have beerri already related in a former page. 

Alla-ud-dcin Husseyne jahaun souz (the eohflagrator) the son of 
Hfisseyne'-Eben-Saum, most signally avenged the dOath of his brother, 
betrayed by the inhabitants ©f Gheznin, in the manner formerly related. 
But being at a subsequent period defeated by Sultan Sunjur of the 
race of Seljufe, in an attempt against the province of Khorassaun, he 
became the prisoner of that monarch. lie made himself, however, so 
acceptable to the Seljhkian by the conviviality of his disposition, and 
an ingenious piece of flattery at a convivial moment, that he was, after 
ashort and easy captivity, restored to the government of his country. 
He did not, however, long survive his restoration. 

Seyf-ud-dein Mahommed, the son of Alla-ud-deiri, succeeded oh 
the death of his father ; but at the ^expiration of little more’than a“ 
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twelve month, engaging in hostilities with the predatory Ghezziansy A. H. &5C-602, 
he was, in an action with those banditti, first treacherously wounded A. D. 1 nn-i 20 g. 
by one of his own Ameirs, whose brother he had formerly put to death, Kholaussut- 
and finally dispatched by one of the enemy. tti a “ Uk * 

J3u.ltgn.Abul Futtah Gheyauth-ud^ein Mahommed, the son of 
$aqm, succeeded on ,the death of his cquz in german, for they stresaid 
fp have been brothers children, about the five hundred and fifty sixth 
ofthejHidjerah. Be made himself master of the greater :part of Khor- 
assaun, by the expulsion of the Khaurezmjaos; and died, after a long 
apd prosperous reign of three-and forty years, in the five hundred and 
njnety. ninth of the Ilidjerah. He was buriesd in the principal mosqud 

.SuJtanSaAnAUB-up-pstN, the son ofSaum, had been.already seated 
on the throne of Gheznin, by his brother Gheyauth-ud-deiu, so far 
ba<fk a^ tfie year <577 ; and was the conqueror of Dehly and thenoHh' of 
India, which,he placed under the authority of.Kfit-bud-dein Eybek 
one of his slaves. Omthe death of,his brother, being in: the territory 
between Tuss and Serkhess in lihorassaun,i he proceeded immedi¬ 
ately to Baudgheiss ; where having performed the last.duties to the 
remains of,the deceased monarch, he investedhimsblf with his author¬ 
ity, and hastened to Ghezneini .With an army, which be hed there 
drawn together,,he shortly afterwards advanced towards Khaifrezm ; 
but, being totally defeated .in a battle with Sultan Mahommed, he 
was compelled to retire onCe more to Gheznein. He was, how¬ 
ever, preparing for an expedition df three years jwto Tftrkestdun, 
when some hostile indicationsamong the nativds of Kohjfid, between 
the Indus and the Behaiit, drew his attention to that quarter; and he 
was on his return from a successful inroad against those refractory 
mountaineers, when, on the third of Shabaun of the six hundred and 
second of the Hidjerab,* he was assassinated, at a place called Deybek 
or Debeik, by one of the Fedayan, or zealots of Almowut. 

Sultan Mahmud the son of Gheyauth-ud-dein, on the death ofhis 
uncle, succeeded at Feyrouz-koh of Ghour, to the authority of his 
ancestors ; and finally included within his dominions, together with 


* March 13th, A. D. 1208. 
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Ghoiir and Gheznein, a considerable part of the territory beyond the 
Indus, and of Khorassaun. Having 1 , however, in compliance with in¬ 
structions from Sfiltan Mahommed of Khaurezm, with whom he was 
now at peace, imprisoned Alla Shah the son of Tukkesh Khaun, the 
brother of that monarch, who had sought protection at Feyrouzkoh, 
some Khorassaunies, and natives of Irak attached to the exile, scaled 
the terraces of the palace of Sdltan Mahmdd, on the night of the third 1 
of Suffurofthe six hundred and seventh of the Hidjerah,j* and suc¬ 
ceeded in putting him to death. 

Subsequent to this unexpected event, Saum, the son ofSfiltan Mah¬ 
mud, and Atseiz the son of Alla-nd-dein Jahaunsouz, made some feeble 
efforts to sustain the grandeur derived from their ancestors ; but as the 
power of the family was now about to terminate, and Shi tan Mahom¬ 
med the Khaurezmian had by this time made himself entire master of 
the Persian empire, their exertions were unavailing: and the hand of 
destiny thus finally closed the record of the race of Ghour. 

Of an inferior branch of the family which governed in Bamiaun and 
Tokhaurestaun, and of the slaves of the same family who attained to 
sovereign power in Hindhstaun, it would be here unnecessary to insert 
the brief account of the author. Neither is it of sufficient importance 
to introduce the history of the race of Guerret, said to claim its descent 
from Sdltan Sunjur the Seljdkian; which flourished with consider¬ 
able splendour at Hereto and in the neighboring countries, from the 
time of Gheyauth-ud-dein Mahommed, the son of Saum, to the irrup¬ 
tion of the Tchegliatayans, or Moghuls of Transoxiana, under Tey¬ 
mur, of whom more hereafter. 


* July 2Ctb, A. D. 1211. 
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CHAP. X. 

T HE origin of the Kh a uns, or sovereigns of the Turkish, or Tartar Habeib-us- 
nations, which overspread the vast interior continent of Asia, has seyr. 
been ascribed by the recorded traditions of the east, to Yapheth, or 
Japhet, the son of Noah; whom the plurality of historians haveagreed 
to represent as a Peyghamber-meruss&l, or prophet acting under the 
immediate and express inspiration of heaven, for the instruction or 
reformation of erring humanity. When, after escaping the tremendous 
catastrophe of the deluge, the ark rested on mount J&d, and the great 
patriarch, either by the direct inspiration of the divine being, or from 
the impulse of his own discretion, proceeded to allot to his children 
the different quarters of the earth, he assigned to Yapheth the coun¬ 
tries of the north and east; and we are further informed that when the 
latter was about to depart for the regions allotted to him, he requested 
that his father would instruct him in some form of prayer, or invocation, 
that should, whenever he required it, procure for his people the bles- Origin of the 
sing of rain. In compliance with this request Noah imparted to his ^ ons °f Tar- 
son, one of the mysterious names of God, inscribing it on a stone ; 
which, as an everlasting memorial, he delivered at the same time into 
his possession. Yapheth now proceeded with the whole of his family 
to the north east, according to appointment, devoting himself, as is 
th.e manner ofthose who inhabit the boundless plains in that quarter, 
to a wandering and pastoral life: and having instituted for his followers 
the most just and virtuous regulations for their conduct, never failed 
to procure for them, through the influenceofthesacred deposit consigned 
to him by his father, rain and moisture for their lands, whenever occa¬ 
sion made it uecessary. This stone has beendenominated by the Arabs, 
the hidjer-ul - mattyr—lapis i mbrifer,or rainstone; by the Persians, Siing- 
yeddah—aidstonfeor stone of power; and by the Turks, Jeddahtaush. 

And itis affirmed that the same stqne was preserved among theiMoghuls 
VOL. II. 3 N 
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and Ouzbeks, possessing the same mysterious property, to the days 
of the author, in the beginning of the sixteenth century. 

Having lived to be the-father of a numerous progeny, Yapbeth with¬ 
drew, in the process of time, from this transitory to a more permanent 
state of existence ; leaving, according to Shurf-ud-dein the Yezdian, 
in his introduction to the Zuffamamah, seven sons, in the following 
. order; I. Turk ; II, Khozzez or Khozzer ; III. Seklaub ; IV. Rtlsse ; 
V. Mussung or Munsug ; VI. Tchein or Cheen ; VII. Gomaury, by 
some nations called also, Keymaul. To these have bden addfed four 
.more by another author, making altogether eleven,'of whom the fol¬ 
low ing are given as the names of Three ; VIII. Khillidje; LX.Sedsan; 
X. Ghezz. Of theeleventh'the name is not recorded. 

;•> j. 

On the death of Yapheth, his eldest son Turk, whom the nations 
of Tartary have further distinguished by the name of Yapheth Oghly, 
and Oghlan, the younger Yapheth, succeeded to his father’s authority ; 
and is described as equally brave, polished, intelligent, and discreet. 
He fixed his abode at Seiling, or Selingai, celebrated for its hot andcold 
springs ; first constructing his habitations of poles and straw. Ulti¬ 
mately he was, however, the inventor of tents; and he instructed his 
people to fabricate for themselves short tunics, and fillets for the head, 
of the skins of Animals. In other respects he abundantly fulfilled the 
duties of a just and beneficent ruler; and he is considered by the Turks, 
or nations of Tartary, as the first oftheir monarchs, in the same manner 
as Keyomars is considered as the first of the kings ot Persia. He had 
five sons. I. Almenjah ; II. Toutug or Touinuk ; 111. Tchuggul; 
IV. Rereskhaur; V. Amlauk. Of the second of these, whose name by 
latter historians, has been corrupted into Ghoudug, it is stated, that one 
day while on a hunting party, letting fall a part of what he was eating 
to the ground, which happened to be impregnated with salt, he tound, 
when he picked his morsel up again, and conveyed it to his mouth, 
the flavor so agreeable, that he forthwith introduced among his coun¬ 
trymen for the first time, the use of salt with their food. 

Of Khozzez, or Khozzer, the second son of Yapheth, it is related 
that he settled on the banks of the Attel, or river Volga so called ; 
where he devoted himself to the taking of foxes, and of their skins 
taught his followers to make their clothing. In exploring the moun- 
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tain-caverns, his children, conducted by a swarm of bees, discovered a 
mass of honey, of which they soon learnt to make confections. Strai¬ 
tened by a numerous progeny, Seklaub, the third of the Yaphethites, 
alternately applied to his brothers RAsse, and Khozzez, and Gomaury, 
for permission to erect his dwelling in their territories; and receiving 
from each a decided refusal, a war ensued, in the course of which the 
Seklaubiah, orSclavonians, the descendants of Seklaub, were defeated; 
and retiring beyond the boundary of the seventh climate, into the fri¬ 
gid zone, were compelled by the intensity of the cold, to seek for 
habitations in the bowels of the earth. On the authority of the Rou- 
znt-us suffa it is further related, that one of the wives of Seklaub dying 
in childbirth, the newborn infant was consigned to be (suckled by 
his fathers hounds ; hence when he became of age the child, like one 
of the canine species, sprung upon every man that fell in his way. 
With respect to Russe, the fourth of the sons ofYapheth, nothing more 
is mentioned, than that he was a fierce and intractable savage, and that 
the practice of judicial inquiry, (YerghA pftrsiden) was introduced by 
him ; an argument rather of improvement in the arts of life, if itwas 
not indeed accompanied with the torture. Munsug, the fifth of the 
sons of Yapheth, and possible the progenitor of the Massagetec , was 
distinguished for his crafty and perfidious disposition, and settled on 
the confines of Bulghaur. 

In the intrQduction to the Zuffurnamah already adverted to, it is, it 
seems, stated that Munsug, or as he is sometimes denominated, Mes- 
senje, had a son called Ghezz, and that from him descended the Ghezz- 
ian tribes, the mostferocious and viciousof all the MoghAl race; although, 
from a preceding statement, we were led to consider this individual as' 
the son ofYapheth, without any intermediate link in the chaih. On 
the death of their common parent, however, a contest is said to have 
arisen between this Ghezz and his elder brother Yapheth Oghlan, on” 
thesubject of the Sungyeddah, of which the former had by some means 
or other possessed himself. For, when his brother made a demand of 
the precious deposit, Ghezz contrived to impose upon him, instead of' 
the real Sungyeddah, a supposititious one, which he had himself en¬ 
graved for the purpose ; and the fraud which had been put in practice* 
uponhim, being detected on the first occasion on which'he was required 
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Babeib-us- ' to invoke the heavenly powers for rain, Yapheth Ogblan proceeded 
seyr- at the head of his followers to punish the.insolent imposition. In the 
course of the hostilities which ensued, Beighu the eldest sonofGhezz, 
was slain on the field of battle ; and the animosity which hence ori¬ 
ginated, continues to subsist to this day (that on which Khondemeir 
was writing his history) between the descendants of the two brothers. 
Tchein, or Cheon* the sixthof the sons of Yapheth, became au inhabi¬ 
tant ofthat region which still retains his name ;and was distinguished 
forsubtilty of invention, and discrimination, of judgment. Tohimare, 
of course, ascribed the arts of painting and sculpture, of weaving in 
mixed, or divers colours, and the discovery of silk, from the labours of 
the silk worm. In short, he is recorded as the inventor of till those ad- 
•roired productions in manufacture and art, for, which the natives of 
China have ever been,and still continue, so deservedly celebrated. His 
son Matchein constructed, during the life of his father, thecity to which 
he gave, his own name;, and which extended in the process of time 
to the countries situated between Chjna proper, and India,* This lat¬ 
ter prince introduced the practice of wearing feathers in the turban ; 
and he also first discovered, and applied to use the precious drug, gen-, 
er^ted under the navel of the musk antelope. 

Of Gomaury, (Gomer) the seventh of the sons of Yapheth, it is al¬ 
leged that he became entirely devoted to his pleasures, hut more par¬ 
ticularly to those of the chace; and that he fixed his abode on the spot 
subsequently occupied by the city of Baghdad, if indeed this is not an 
error of the transcriber. He had two sons, Bulghaur, and Burtauss, 
or Bertas ; and it was the latter of these two, that first brought into 
use the skins of the ermine, and the sable. 

^he elder brother, Tfirk, or Yapheth Oghlan, after attaining to the 
age of two hundred and forty, died.; and was succeeded, by his son 
Almenjah Khaun, who proved a just and virtuous monarch, adding 
considerably to the prudent regulations established by his father. At 
a very advanced age he chose however to abdicate the sovereign power 
in tavor of his son, and to withdraw to a life of seclusion. Deib Bakui 
Khaun , the son of Almenjah Khaun. This appellative, or rather the 
first term of it, Deib, is stated to signify glory, a throne, and dignity. 
He was a magnificent and puissant prirfee, and at his death devised the 
.succession tohisson. Geyiigox Guy&g Khaun the son of Deib B&kui, 
•Unless, indeed this is to be identified, with Mangi, 
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on the death of his father,.seated himself on the throne of the Turkish 
sovereigns, andatthe close of life also devolved the succession to his 
son, Aienjah Khaun the son of Guyug Khaun, proved like his prede¬ 
cessors a just and beneficent prince; but the Turkish nation, elated by 
the pride of uninterrupted prosperity, dishonored his reign by forsaking 
the path of rectitude, the worship of the true God, and erring iqto 
the absurd systems of idolatry and impiety. Aienjah Khaun had two 
sons, twin brothers, whose names were.Tathr and Moghul; betwixt 
whom in the zenith of his power he made a division of all his posses¬ 
sions. And over these respectively, on the death of their father, the 
two princes proceeded each to exercise a separate authority. 

Of the line of Tatkr, including himself, eight persons successively 
enjoyed the sovereign power, in the following order. 1. Tatar Khaun. 
2.Bouka, or Bouga Khaun, the son ofTatkr Khaun. S.Melinjah Khaun, 
the son of Bouka Khaun. 4. Assely,orEsselyKhaun,thesonofMelinjah. 
5. Atseiz Khaun, the son of Essely Khaun, 6.0urdd Khaun, the son of 
Atseiz Khaun. 7- Baydu Khaun, the son ofOurdu Khaun. Bayduwasa 
prince of exalted spirit; but engaging in hostilities with the Moghul 
tribes he laid the foundation of that inextinguishable animosity, which 
subsequently subsisted between theTat&rand Moghul nations. S.Sounje 
Khaun, was the last monarch of the race of Tatkr; for the hostility 
which had been recently kindled,between the collateral and rival tribes, 
was blown to such violence, during the reign of Sounje Khaun, as to 
be no longer appeased by the ordinary expedients of conciliation. 

Moghlil Khaun and his descendants, on the other hand, possessed 
the sovereign authority for nine successions. 1. Moghftl Khaun, the 
son of Aienjah Khaun. The name is said to be a gradual corruption 
of the term Mhngawul, which signifies abject and simple-hearted. 
He had however four sons: Kkra Khaun; Auzir Khaun; Kerr Khaun ; 
and Ouz Khaun. 2. Kara Khaun, the eldest of these, assumed the 
government on the death of his father; fixing his residence at Karako¬ 
rum, situated as here described, in a hollow between two hills, named 

Outauk and Kertauk.* -Duringhis reign, the Moghuls are said to 
v • 

•The supposed situation of this celebrated metropolis is fixed by modern geographers in 

the 45th degree of N. latitude, and in the 107th of longitude East of Greenwich; and ac¬ 
cording to Petisdc la C roix about twenty days'journey North of China. 
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Habeib-us- have been so totally immersed in idolatry’and impiety, that the fathers^ 
se j' r ‘ slew their children without mercy, on peroeiving the slightest indica¬ 
tion of a disposition to abstain from their vile and'polluted practices. 
However, while the nation was absorbed in these circumstances of de¬ 
grading superstition, an infant ofsingular beauty was born to the consort 
oPK&ra Khaun; which havingobstinately refused t he breast of its mother, 
forthree daysand as many nightSsuccessively,andaBsuringher very dis-- 
tinctly, in: her dreams, that until she embraced the belief of the only 
true God, hermilk should neverpass his lips,she privately became a con¬ 
vert to the truth, not yet daring to make an open profession of it, through 
dread of her husband’s resentment. The child upon thisimmediately* 
took to her breast. At the period under consideration it was the cus¬ 
tom ofthe Mogbftls to defer the naming oftheir children until they were 
a-twelve month old ; accordingly, when the infant prince had attained- 
the proper dgfe, and a sumptuous entertainment had been provided for 
the occasion, Kkra Khaim demanded in the presence of his assembled 
AmeiTfc, and the members of his court, what name he should bestow* 
ifpon the royal child ; the latter replied with perfect fluency of lan¬ 
guage “my name is Oghfiz.” A point thus determined by the inter¬ 
vention of a miracle must have secured unanimous concurrence. 

Arrived at years of maturity, the young prince was married by his 
father, to one of his cousins, the daughter of Kerr Khaun ; but, in con¬ 
sequence of the discrepancy on the subject of religion, Oghfiz Khaun 
finding it difficult to reconcile himself to his bride,- his father pro¬ 
cured for him, sometime afterwards, the daughter of his second uncle, 
Auzir Khaun ; whom, for similar reasons, he felt himself equally dis¬ 
posed tb dislike. In this state of oscillaney, and incertitude, the young 
prince happened one day, on his return from hunting, to pass hy the 
gate of Ouz Khaun, his third uncle’s mansion; where he perceived the 
daughter ofthe MoghAl chief, superintending the labour of her maids, 
who wete occupied in washing the linen of the family. The prince 
called her to him, and declared that if she wouldcoosent to abjure the 
gross impieties-of her tribe, and embrace the religion of truth, he would 
immediately espouse, and hold her far dearer than life, or any of its 
blessings. The nymph, like other bashful maidens, gently whis¬ 
pered in reply, that when she became his Wife, she trusted that she 
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should be found in no circumstance, disobedient to Aw will, who was Habeib«s- 
the master of her destiny. •cQghnz Khaun now obtained hie father’s 8e y r - 
consent to unite himself to the object of his choice ; and an exclusive, 
and ardent attachment taking place between him and his new bride, 
the jealousy, of his other wives was excited to that degree of animosity, 
that they embraced the opportunity, one day, while their husband was 
absent on a hunting pairty, to apprize their father in law of his son’s 
contempt, and that of his favorite wife, for the idolatrous superstitions 
of their country,'and of their private adherence to the worship of, the 
true God. 

.Enraged at what he now for the first time understood, the old mon¬ 
arch hastened atthehCead of some of his followers, with the view .of 
surprising the person of the prince, while unsuspectingly.engaged ,in 
• thechace. But his faithful and affectionate wife finding means to con¬ 
vey to him intelligence of the danger, Oghuz Khaun was enabled to 
put himself in a posture of defence ; and a conflict ensuing, which ter¬ 
minated in the death of Kara Khaun, his soldiers gave up the contest, 
and the crown, to his victor son. 

3. Oghuz. Khaun the son of Kara Khaun. This, by the concurrent 
testimony of historians, was a magnanimous and potent prince, for¬ 
tunate in all his designs, and obeyed in his authority, through a ,most 
extensive portion of the oriental world. But more than all, his acti¬ 
ons received an unfading lustre from his belief in the dictates of eter¬ 
nal truth. In other words, he wasa monotheist, professing the pure and 
uncorrupted faith of the patriarchs, and early progenitors of the human 
race. The extent of his dominions is, at the same time, stated to haye 
been beyond the ordinary conceptions of.the. understanding, and he 
bears among the Turkish nations, the same venerated character ; as 
Jemsheid among the Persians. ITe was, ,hpwever, at the commence¬ 
ment, compelled to sustain a lpng apd. arduous contest with his upejes, 
and other relatives ; but proving, ultimately triumphant ovep all oopos- 
ition, he dually threw open to mankind the, avepues to,that liberal 
and unbounded beneficence, whioh.dw^U in his bosom. He i,s indeed 

described, to have reduced the whole of the territory of .the M,oghuls 
and Tartars to the river Qxus ; and by some it is asserted that he even 
; crossed that river, and sjiffjiogfited, a great part of the Persian empire. 
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He reigned with unrivalled splendor and prosperity, for a period of se- 
venty two years; leaving at his death, six male children, two a of whom 
attained to the sovereign power. 

ToOgh&z Khaunwefind ascribedmany,ifnotmostoftheappellations 
still retained by the principal Mogbfil and Tartar tribes; the enumer¬ 
ation of which, as presented by the author, it may in this place not be 
improper to introduce. I. During the period in which he was con¬ 
tending for dominion with his uncles, a body of his kindred from 
whom he had been recently separated, appeared most seasonably to 
his aid. To these he assigned the appellation of Eyghtir; which in the 
preliminary to the zuffurnkmah, is stated to signify conjunction, and 
mutual compact. II. In one ofthegreat battlesin which he triumphed 
over his adversaries, a prodigious booty fell into the hands of his fol¬ 
lowers, and some of them hit upon the construction of a waggon for 
the conveyance of the spoil. Oghuz Khaun bestowed upon these thle 
appellation of Kankuly, that being in theTurkish language the name 
for a waggon, or perhaps tor a wheeled carriage of any description. 
III. On another occasion, on which he had been unsuccessful in a con¬ 
flict with Ayeit Borkk, one of the most powerful chieftains of Tftrkes- 
taun,and he had encamped, during his retreat from the field of battle, in 
a peninsula between the beds of two rivers, a pregnant woman, whosd 
husband had been killed in the recent conflict, was delivered of her 
infant in the cavity of a hollow tree. The Khaun, in pity towards the 
helpless, and widowed female, adopted the child for his own, and gave 
it the name of Keptchauk ; derived from Kebouk, which is said to sig¬ 
nify a tree, hollow in the trunk. Seventeen years subsequent to this 
disaster, OghOz Khaun triumphed in his turn over the same Ayeit 
Borkk, and took ample vengeance for his former discomfiture. IV. 
On hisreturn into Thrkn, from his expedition against the Persian ter¬ 
ritory, being intercepted by the severest rigors of an inclement winter, 
and his march impeded by heavy and incessant falls of snow, many 
of the soldiers dropped to the rear, unable to keep up with the army. 
To-these, when apprized of the circumstance, the monarch applied 
the term Khaureik —proprietors, or perhaps, partners in the snow. 
V. From the preliminary to the zuffurnamah of the Yezdian, the his¬ 
tory of Teymur so called, it is further related, that while engaged in 
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of his «*p<>dit1ona fop the Apjbjugption $f an adjoining territory, 
Oghftz Khaun had found it expedient to prohibit that any of his sol¬ 
diers should under any,pretext stray frpm their standards, Ithappened, 
however,.that one of the splflier's wives shopldbe taken in labour dur¬ 
ing the march, and, through the failureof strength and sustenance being 
unable to proceed, her husband remained to take care of her. When 
he least expected it, a sheghal, or jackal, passed along the road with a 
pheasant in its mouth, and the soldier throwing his cudgel at it, the 
animal dropped its prey ; with which, dressing up an excellent kajbaub, 
a dish well known in the east, he relieved the hunger Of his wife, and 
enabled her to give nourishment to her new-born infant. The Khaun 
expressing much displeasure that any circumstance however urgent, 
should be thought of sufficient weight to authorize.a disobedience of 
his commands, addressed to the husband the term Khelidje ; which 
implies, “woman ! remain where thpuart!” According to another, writer 
jn the court of Sh&h Rokh, who dedicated his work to Mirza Ulugh 
Beg, the exclamation, to which Oghuz Khaun gave utterance on this 
occasion, was Kalauje , which signifies, “remain behind in hunger.” 
This in the lapse of ages became gradually corrupted into Khelidje ; 
but either way, the origin of the tribeof the Kheljies, or Gueltchies, is 
referred to this man. 

On the information of the Rouzut-us-uffa, the author proceeds to 
state, that in the course of a few generations, the descendants ofOgh- 
uz Khaun diverging into four and twenty distinct branches, some of 
these settled in Khorassaun, and the territory along the Oxus ; and 
their posterity, either through the influence of climate, or the unerring 
providence of the creator, losing in a great measure, their original cast 
of features, the neighboring nations bestowed upon them the appella¬ 
tion of T&r/eomaun; as much.as to say Tarfcmaunind —Turk-resemb- 
Jing.. By Seyud J ullaul-ud-dein, an Arabian author, who composed a 
treatise precisely on this subject, which he dedicated to Mirza Eskun- 
dur the son of Omar Sheikh, and grandson of Teyrnbr, it is however 
contended that the Tfhkmaiyis area ra.ce entirely distinct, and without 
the slightest affinity to either Turk or Moghul ; notwithstanding this, 
it is a fact very clearlv demonstrated, in ,th • preliminary discourse to 
the zuffurnamah of the Yezuian, so often referred to on Tartar-subjects, 
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that the Tflrkmanns, ©r Turcomans, are indisputably descended front 
Ttirk the sonofYapheth ; since in the sequel of the war between Tflrk, 
and Ghezz the son of Munsug, or Messenje, it is unequivocally as¬ 
serted, that from the day on which Beighft the son of Ghezz fell in one 
of the conflicts of that war, an inextinguishable hostility was perpetu¬ 
ated from generation to generation between the Turks and Thrkomauns, 
and still continued to subsist to the days of the Yezdian historian. 

Having found repose from his conquests in Tfirkestaun and the Per¬ 
sian territory, Oghtiz Khaun, on his return to the seat of his ancestors, 
at or near Karakorum, caused a suit of magnificent pavilions of cloth 
of gold, to be erected, in which he gave, to the nobles and distinguished 
inhabitants of all the countries subject to his authority, amost sumptu¬ 
ous and splendid feast. Of this the magnitude may be in some degree 
estimated from the statement, that there were nine tomauns,or ninety 
thousand sheep, and nine hundred mares slaughtered for the occasion ; 
and that there was a proportionate supply of wine and Kommeiz, (a li¬ 
quor made of fermented mare’s milk) with every accompaniment that 
could serve to render this display of Tartar festivity, complete in all its 
circumstances. On the same occasion the monarch is said to have 
invented the Sheirah,* on which to spread the eatables and drinkables 
provided for the entertainment; he arranged his children and grand¬ 
children according to their stations in bis court and army, and treated 
the whole, without distinction, with extraordinary marks of kindness,, 
and with unbounded liberality. 

Of Oghfiz Khaun it isfurtherrelated, that his sons presentinghim with 
a golden bow, and three arrows of the same metal, which they had 
found during one of'their hunting parties, the old monarch allotted 
the bow to the three eldest, whose names were respectively, Kunn> 
Aey,andYel'duz jwhodividedit, or the metalof which it was composed, 
betwixt them in three equal shares. From this circumstance they 
obtained the appellation ofBouzuk, orBouzuk. The arrows were as¬ 
signed to the three younger brothers, Keyug, or Guybg* Deyauc, and 
Tengueiz, from which they became distinguished by the appellation 
ofOujuk ; and hence the Tartar tribes have assigned to the line of the 

* It was probably a set ®f painted cloths, since the orientals use no tables. It was per¬ 
haps the Soffirah. 
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Bouzftk a precedence over that of the Oujfik, synonimous with Ou- 
jauk ; the bow bearing an analogy to the sovereign power, and the 
arrows to its agents, the organs of its authority. He lastly ordained 
that the command of the right wing of his army, by the Arabs called 
Meyntenah, and by the Tartars JBeranghaur, should be always vested 
in the Bouzfik, while that of the left wing, by the Arabs designated the 
flJeyesaerak, and by the Tartars J&anghaur, should in like manner in¬ 
variably reside in the OujCik, or younger branch ; a superiority which 
hefurther confirmed by establishing the succession in the elder branch, 
and by, expressly ordaining that the Qujfik should be subject'to their 
authority. 

4. Kenn, orKunnKhaun,whichis stated in the Tar tar language to be 
synonimous with thesun,succeeded tohisfather ; and equally extended 
to his subjects the blessings of a just and beneficent reign. Through 
the advice of his-father’s ministers, he was prevailed upon to make an 
equal division of the departed monarch’s moveable property between 
his brothers and their children, assigning to each his proper rank, and 
Tumghau, or charterof immunities: by which disinterested and prudent 
measure, a permanent and unshaken friendship was confirmed through 
every branch of the family. For the rank and pretensions of every 
individual being thus unalterably regulated, and distinctly understood, 
no circumstance could occur to interrupt their harmony ; and hence it 
subsisted unimpaired for a series of years among the descendants of 
Oghfiz Khaun, and the imperial power continued in his posterity, for 
so many generations. Kunn Khaun died after a prosperous reign of 
seventy years. 

5. Aey Khaun the son of Oghfiz Khaun, succeeded to his brother; 
his name being, in the Tartar language, thatalsoof the moon ;and hence 
possibly the name of the goddess Anaitis. He emulated the example 
pf his predecessor, in the justice and beneficence of his reign ; which 
after it had continued_for several years in great prosperity, terminated 
like that of all other earthly sovereigns, in the grave. 

6. Yelduz Khaun, thesonofOghfiz Khaun.'Thenameofthismonarch 
signifying'inthe Tartarlanguage,a star, his glory is said to have attained 
its zenith at the death of his father ; whose throne having filled for the 
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Habeib-us- destined period, he also withdrew to the mansions of unterminatingf 
. seyr ‘ splendor. 

7. Mfingaly Khaun, the son of Yeldftz Khaun, was the hfcirand suc¬ 
cessor to his father's power; which he exercised with the same virtu¬ 
ous moderation, that so generally distinguished the reign ofh is ancestors. 

8. Tengueiz Khaun, the son of Mungaly Khaun. The ocean, we 
are also informed, is known in the idiom of the Turks by the name of 
Tengueiz. He succeeded to power, at all events on the death of his 
father; and having' supported it to a very advanced age, ultimately re- 
signed it to his son, and withdrew to atone in retirement for the errors 
of his past life. 

9. Aeil, or Eyle Khaun, the son of Tengueiz Khaun, is said to have 
been the cotemporary of Ttir the son of Feridftn, king of Persia; who 
formed with Sounje Khaun, the eighth of the Tatar sovereigns recently 
enumerated, an alliance hostile to his power. In elucidation of this it 
is represented, that when a period of one thousand years had elapsed 
after the death of Oghuz Khaun, ^#e should rather say, from that of 
Yapheth Oghlan, or Tftrk the son of Yapheth) during which his des¬ 
cendants had reigned with equal splendor and felicity, fortune with 
her usual caprice, conducted their power at length to the verge of 
decline; or to that point in the destiny of nations, beyond which they 
rise no further. At such a crisis, T&r, the son of Feridun, the happy 
monarch of Persian story, having completed the subjugation of the 
territory on the Oxus, and the adjoining regions of Thrkestaun, or 
western Tartary, and formed an alliance with the Tartar monarch above 
alluded to, advanced in conjunction with him, to invadethepossessions 
•of EyleKhaun. In a great battle which speedily ensued, perceiving, 
however, that in fair and open conflict their utmost exertions were un¬ 
availing, the allied monarchs had recourse to stratagem ; and affecting 
Jo retire from the field of battle in dismay, halted and encamped at the 
distance of two farsaogs, or Persian leagues, from the positions, which 
they might have understood to be occupied by theiradversary.' Thevery 
day following, they suddenly recoiled upon the artfiyof the Moghflls, 
and coming upon them by surprise, obtained a most complete victory; 
which was succeeded by a slaughter so dreadful and exterminating 
that, excepting Keyan the son of Eyle Khaun, his mother’s brother’s 
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SOn,TAkAz, and their respective sisters, not an individual of the whole 
race escaped the carnage. 

These four personages, having lain for some time concealed, among 
the bodies of their slaughtered countrymen, seized the opportunity of 
night, to rhount their horses and fly from the scene of blood. They con¬ 
tinued their flight without intermission until dawn of day; when, about 
that hoilr, they found themselvesat the entrance of a steep and difficult 
defile, whieh led upwards into a valley surrounded on all sides by stu¬ 
pendous mountains.* The four illustrious fugitives; after considerable 
toil and exertion, succeeded however at last in gaining the summit 
-of the pass, when they were transported with indescribable delight at 
the enchanting landscape which suddenly broke upon their view ; a 
landscape which, in its lovely enamelled meads, in the chrystal and 
delicious streams that murmured in every direction, in the multiplied 
groves which presented themselves on every side, embellished at the 
same time by the most beautiful and luxuriant Foliage, and loaded with 
fruit of the richest flavor and of every description, and enlivened as it 
was, by the herds of wild animals of the chace, without number, which 
brouzed and gamboled in its ever verdant glades and recesses, the sister 


* So on he fares, an<I to the border comes 
Of Eden, where delicious Paradise, 

Now uearer, crowns with her- inclostire green. 
As with a rural mound, the champaiu head 
Of a steep wilderness whose hairy sides 
With thicket overgrown, grotesque and wild, 
Access deny’d; and over-head upgrow 
Insuperable height of loftiest shade, 

Cedar, and pine, and fir, and branching patm, 
A sylvan scene, and, as the ranks ascend. 

Shade above shade, a woody theatre 
Of stateliest view. Yet higher than their tops. 
The verd’rous wall of Paradise up sprung: 
Which to oar general sire gave prospect large 
Into his nether empire neighb’ring round. 

And higher than that wall a circling row 
Of goodliest trees, loa leu with fairest fruit, 
Blossoms and fruit at ouceof golden line, 
Appear’d, with gay enamcll'd colours mix’d; 

__ thus was this place 

yk happy rural scat of various vieusj 


Groves whose rich trees wept odorous gums and balm* 
Others whose fruit, burnish'd with golden rind. 
Hung amiable, Hesperian fables true, 

If true, here only,' and of delicious taste : 

Betwixt them lawns, or level downs, aud flocks 
Grazing the tender herb, were iutcrpos'd. 

Or palmy hillock ; or the flowTy tap 
Of some irriguous valley spread her store, 

Fiow’rs of all hue, and without thorn, the rose z 
Another side, umbrageous grots aiul caves 
Of cool recess, o’er which the mantling vine 
Lays forth her purple grape, aud gently creeps 4 
Luxuriant 5 meanwhile murm'ring waters fnlL 
Do wn the slope hills, dispers’d, or in a lake, 

That to the fringed bank with myrtle crown’d 
Her crystal mirror holds, unite their streams. 

The birds their quire apply ; airs, vernal airs. 
Breathing the smell of field aud grove, attune 
The trembling leaves, while universal Fan 
Knit with the Graces aud the Hours in dance 
Le*l on th 1 eternal spring. 
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Habeib-us- artsof poetry and painting were alone competent to delineate. Here then, 
se )’ r - in this sequestered Glen,known to the Tartars by the name of Irgnah, or 
Irganah Koun, as much as to say Itumter-un d-r-they are lost , or rather, 
according to a manuscript of the Kholaussut-ul-akhbaur, Kummur- 
tund —a strong and rugged pass,* they determined to fix their abode ; 
and liatving intermarried with their sisters reciprocally, the two chiefs 
became the origin of a numerous progeny; the descendants of Iteyan 
being known to succeeding generations by the name of Keyaut, and 
those of Tukuz, by that of Derelkein, or Derleguein. 

When, in the process of time, the two tribes became from their accu¬ 
mulating numbers so multitudinous, that the valley oflrganah Koun 
no longer afforded sufficient space to contain them, their thoughts were 
powerfully impelled to devise the means of bursting from their re¬ 
treat, and of repossessing themselves of the abodes of their forefathers. 
Their egress was principally obstructed by an enormous range of rocks, 
composed for the greater part of iron ore. After much careful deli¬ 
beration, it was ultimately determined to put the whole mass into a 
state of fusion ; and having for the purpose conveyed to the spot a pro¬ 
digious quantity of firewood, they proceeded to char the whole ; after 
which having prepared of the skin of the g&ozen, or wild o«, nine 
hundred pairs of bellows, they fired the charcoal, and set the 
bellows to work. By the blast of so many simple machines, the heat 
of the fire was at last wrought to the proper intensity, and the ore 
was perceived, in due time, streaming along the earth in a stateofcom- 
plete fusion. And thus they are said by melting down a part of the 
precipice with which they were begirt, to haveopened for themselvesa 
passage from Irganah Koun. They immediately directed theircourse 
to the country of the Moghfils ; and having sword in hand expelled 
, their ancient enemies the Tartars, withother adverse tribes, they suc¬ 
ceeded in establishing themselves in the possessions of their ancestors; 
-and the natives, who occupied the territory round the mountains of 
Irganah Koun, soon joining their standards, became ultimately incor¬ 
porated with themselves. 

The Yurut, or original territory of the Moghuls, thus regained by 
their posterity, is here described to lie towards the east, far remote from 

•We otherwise learn, from Mr Mairica's history, that Irganah Koun, ior Khaup, as 
he expresses it) signifies .the valley .of precipices: and he is probably well founded in his 
explanation. I have given what appears iu my original. 
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any habitable region, and included within a circumference of eight 
months journey. Its eastern frontier is, however, said to unite with 
that of Khktai, or northern China, its western with that of the country of 
theEyghfirs; its northern adjoins to the territory of Kerkeir, or Krekeir, 
and Selingki, and its southern boundary stretches to the limits of Tibet. 
The natives subsisted by the chace, and their apparel was Usually com¬ 
posed of the skins of wild beasts of every description. 

On the egress of the two collateral tribes from Irganah Koun, and 
their recovery ef the land of their forefathers, the sovereignty of the 
Mogh'ul race is said to have been vested in Yeldfiz Khaun, the son of 
Teymur Taush, who was descended in a direct line from Keyan. This 
Yeldfiz is described to have surpassed in the extent of his power, and 
in the splendor of his reign ; and by the wisdom of his government 
to have secured to the Olouss (quefe eluths) or numerous tribes sub¬ 
ordinate to his sway, a state of prosperity and abundance beyond 
example. Hence it has become an established opinion among those 
of Moghul race, that he possesses the surest claim to the Khauniet, 
or supreme authority, who can most satisfactorily trace his origin to 
Yelduz Khaun. Atankotia, the illustrious mother of Buzunjur K3an, 
who was the common ancestor of both Jengueiz and Teymur, was the 
grand-daughterof Yeldftz Khaun; since, intheoften cited preliminary 
to the Zuffurnamah, or history of Teymur, she is described to have 
been the daughter of Tchoubeinah, who was the daughter of Y eldhz 
Khaun. 

The sameAIankoua is further described to have been a maid of con¬ 
summate beauty, and of singular modesty and virtue. “A maid !” 
exclaims our author in his enthusiasm on the subject, “gather she was 
a star of the highestbrilliancein the constellation of the Tartarian so¬ 
vereigns ; the richest pearl in the casket of imperial magnificence.” 
At the proper age she became, however, one of the wives of her cousin- 
german, Dfiyfin, or Dublin Beyan, at this period monarch of the Mo- 
ghfil tribes ; whose residence is stated to have been, indifferently, at 
4?aun, Kaluran, and Toughlhn ; the channels of three rivers issuing 
ffom the mountains of Berghauduter, on the banks of which he might 
occasionally have taken up his abode. By her husband she had two 
sons, Belk^da and Yekjeda. Duyun Beyan died, while his wife was yet 
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a young woman ; and th,e dowager princess devoledherself with zealous 
assiduity to the government ofhersubject tribes, and to the education 
of her children. In these circumstances one .night,, when she had in¬ 
nocently retired to her repose, she was surprised by a ray of light sud¬ 
denly shining through the window of her pavilion, and penetrating 
her mouth and throat; and her surprise was not diminished when, in 
a little time afterwards, she found herself pregnant. Hence, the orien¬ 
tals have not scrupled to draw a triumphant comparison betweep her, 
and the blessed and immaculate virgin of the Christian dispensation. 

When they became, however, apprized of her mysterious preg¬ 
nancy, the Moghul tribes were not to be restrained from conveying 
the most scandalous imputations against the chastity of Alankoua ; 
and she therefore found it expedient to convoke the chiefs of the na¬ 
tion, in order to repel the accusation, and assert her innocence. Ac¬ 
cording to some authorities, and particularly to the compiler'of the Jam- 
mia-ul-touaurikh, the princess averred on this occasion, that her preg¬ 
nancy had been the result of a dream, in which, for several nights suc¬ 
cessively,she imaginedthat sheperceiveda person with adazzjing torch 
in his hand, softly and silently approach her bed, and as softly with¬ 
draw ; and she added moreover, that if they entertained the slightest 
suspicion of her veracity, they might watch round her tent, and by the 
evidence of their own senses convince themselves ofthe truth of her extra¬ 
ordinary story. Several of themostdistinguished individuals of her tribe 
stationed themselves accordingly, for some nights round her tent to 
Watch the disclosure of this singular mystery; when it is alleged, that 
they observed a light enter at the top of the pavilion, and shortly dis¬ 
appear through the same aperture. This was received as indubitable 
testimony of the truth of Alankoua’s statement, and forever silenced 
the invidious remarks of her slanderers. 

In consequence of this mysterious, and very suspicious intercourse 
with the children of light , Alankoua became the mother of three sons 
at one birth, whose names were as follows. 1. Boukun Kepkein, from 
whom descended the clan or tribe of Kepjiein. 2. Bussoukein Saul- 
tchy, from whom the tribe ofSaljut; and 3. Buzunjur Munefauk, the 
common progenitor of the Khauns of Moghhlstaun. The descendants 
of these three, whom theTurkish nations believeto have beengenerated 
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by the light, they have distinguished bytheappellationofNeyrun,Iuci- 
geni—sons of light; and they are esteemed the most exalted of the 
Moghfil race. 

BiLzwnjurKuan , the son of Alankoua, as soon as he attained to the 
pge of discretion, was raised to the throne of the Khauns with the un¬ 
animous concurrence of the heads of the nation ; ar choice which he 
gloriously vindicated by the splendor of his virtues. He is said to have 
been the cotemporary of Abu Mosslem, the champion of the house of 
Abbas.* After a reign eminently distinguished for its justice, he died,' 
leaving two sons ; 1. Buka, who was the eighth ancestor of Jengueiz, 
and of his able and faithful minister K&ratchaur Nflyan ; and 2.Bitkeia, 
who had a son, to whom he gave the name of M&tchein. 

Bitha, or Buga Khaun, the son of Buz unjur, succeeded to his father; 
and at his death devised the supreme authority to his son, the next in 
succession. 

DhtoumiieinKhaim, the son of Buka Khaun, proved also a distin- 
guishedexample of temperance andjustice. Byhis consort Menuloun, 
who is described as a woman of singular sagacity and talents, he had 
nine sons ; with whom, on the death of her husband, and with the 
courage of a lioness, she retired to a high mountain called Nousharguij 
or Noush&rki, where she entirely devoted herself to the education of 
her children. Here, in the process of time, she became the mistress of 
flocks of sheep and herds of cattle without number. Unhappily, 
while she continued engaged in her secluded retreat and occupations, 
about seventy Kours, or associations of Turks, each Kour consisting 
of a thousand families, and all of the tribe of Jellaeir of the branch of 
Derleguein Moghuls, who had been recently expelled from their ha¬ 
bitations at Kaluran, by an irruption oftheKhatayans,orChinese, came 
to settle near the abode of Menuloun. In this they met with no ob¬ 
struction ; but proceeding to dig up the earth, for the wild or mountain 
onions which they used for food, they were forbidden to continue the 
practice, by the agents of Menuloun, because, by the excavations thus 
formed, they rendered the ground unsafe for the young princes in their 
equestrian exercises. The Jellaeirians took offence at the prohibition, 
and watching their opportunity, put the princess to death with eight 
* In the early part of the eighth century of tiie Christian sera. 
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Halelb us- of her nine children. The ninth, who bore the name of ICaydft, ea- 

8e > r ~ caped the catrastrophe; being fortunately absent at the time, a suitor 

for the hand of his kinswoman, the daughter of his cousin german 

Matchein. On intelligence of this base procedure, an agent Wasdis- 

patched, in the name of Matchein, to demand of the chiefs of the tribe 

_ « 

of Jellaeir, immediate reparation for the injury. They positively dis- 
claimedanysharein the transaction, declaring that the barbarous murder 
had been perpetrated without the slightest concurrence on their part; 
and, as a proof of their sincerity, they at the same time seized,and exe¬ 
cuted seventy individuals known to have been concerned in this per¬ 
fidious and ungrateful act of violence, delivering up their wives and 
families in bonds to the mercy of KaydA; who appeased his vengeance 
by marking their foreheads with the badge of perpetual slavery. 

Kaydii Khaun, thb son of Dutoumnein Khaun, in consequence of 
these events, and through the support of his kinsman M&tchein, became 
the sovereign of his tribe. During his reign he employed himself in 
forming, from one of the principal rivers of the country, a noble canal, 
to which he gave the name of Jerauld; and he founded on the banks of 
it several populous towns and villages, lie had three sons, 1. Bay- 
sungur, the lineal ancestor of Jengueiz and Karatchaur. 2. Jerkalen- 
gum, from whom the nation of Tanjut, vulgo Tangut; and 3. Haur- 
tchein, from whom the tribe ofSeyhout. The grandson of Jerkalengum, 
the second of these, whose name was Hamikaud the son of Serfikud, 
falling when a youth into the hands of the Khatayans, or northern Chin¬ 
ese, was condemned by Altay, or possibly Altan Khaun, the monarchof 
thatnation, to suffera most miserable and cruel death ;being nailed toalog 
of wood in the form of an ass, by an ironspikedriven through his body. 

Baysungur Khaun, the son of KaydCt Khaun, succeeded on the de¬ 
mise of his father, and, after having exercised the sovereign authority, 
for the destined period, withdrew to the mansions of futurity, devising 
the subcession to his son. 

Toumnah Khaun, the son of Baysungur, was a great and successful 
monarch, adding considerably to his hereditary dominions by the sub¬ 
jugation of several of the neighboring countries of Moghulstaun 
and Tartary. He was the husband of two wives, by one of whom be 
had seven sons; the other brought him two at one birth. Of these 
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twins, one was Kubbul, or Kabal, the third ancestor or great grandfather Habeib-us- 
of Jengueiz ; the other was Katchuly Bahauder, the ancestor in the 8e y r - 
eighth degree of Teymiir. 

In this place we are informed, on what is alleged to be the most res¬ 
pectable written authority, that one night during the life of his father, 
while he was reposing in the arms of sleep, two remarkable dreams oc¬ 
curred to Katchuly, of which the following circumstances are described 
in detail. First' of all, he thought he saw three stars issue from the 
bosom of his brother Kabal, and successively rise and set, after making 
the regular circuit through themeridian ; the last of these, after shooting 
out several other stars, which reflected their separate lustre on various 
countries, disappeared in astreamofrefulgencewhich seemed to illumi¬ 
nate the whole earth. Kathchuly now awoke ; but while his mind 
was yet engaged in tracing some sort of interpretation for his dream, 
he again fell a sleep, and imagined that he saw seven stars issue in the 
same manner from his own bosom; and that, after these had successively 
-disappeared,an eighth arose ofsurpassingmagnitude,whichalso seemed 
to diffuse its radiance to every quarter of the globe ; and from this, like 
that in the former dream, several minor stars seemed to emanate, and 
shed their lustre through different regions, in their course through the 
heavens. In both instances, the minor stars on the setting of their 
primaries, seemed for some time to cast an equal lustre through the fir- 
manent. Katchhly, when he awoke the second time, perceived that 
it was break of day; and immediately hastening tohis father, proceeded 
to relate the particulars of both his dreams. 

The old prince appeared to experience an extraordinary degree of 
satisfaction at what he heard; and sending for his other son Kabal, he 
furnished the two brothers together, with the following obvious in¬ 
terpretation to these singular dreams. The first, he said, indicated 
that of the descendants of Kabal Khaun, three persons should in order 
ascend the throne of their ancestors, and that of these, the third was 
destined to subjugate the greater part of the habitable world ; that he 
would ultimately divide his empire among his children ; and that the 
empire so divided would continue in their possession long after his 
demise. The second dream he conceived to prognosticate, that of the. 
race of Katchuly seven persons were successively destined to arrive 

j ? 3 
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Hubeib us- at great power; and that an eighth,animated with tbespirit of universal^ 
se > r dominion, would also succeed in extending his conquests to the re¬ 
motest corners of the globe; and finally, that the authority of his chidren 
would in like manner continue long established over many regions of 
the oriental world. 

On this, by their fathers desire, the two brothers entered on the spot 
into a solemn engagement, by which it was mutually agreed that the 
Khauny , or sovereign authority, should be forever establishedin Kabal 
Khaunand his descendants; and that the subordinate governments,and 
the general superintendance ofthearmies should bepermanently invested 
in Katchuly, and his posterity ; and to this effect an instrument was 
immediately prepared, and finally ratified under the Altumgha, or im¬ 
perial seal of Toumnah Khaim. 

Kubbul , or Kabal Khaun, the son of Toumnah Khaun, in conformity 
with the arrangement above adverted to, ascended the throne of the 
Moghuls, and ultimately obtained by his virtues the enviable title of 
Alantchung Khaun—nourisher, or father of his people. He is indeed 
described to have surpassed the whole of his cotemporaries, inclemency 
and justice, in courage arid liberality, and in short, in every quality 
that could render the Character of a monarch estimable and illustrious. 
Hence, won by the reputation of his virtues, the sovereign ofKhatai 
dispatched an embassy to solicit his friendship, and invite him to his 
court. In an evil hour, Kabal Khaun determined to comply with the 
invitation ; and having deputed the government of his hereditary do¬ 
minions to his brother Katchuly, proceeded accordiagly to the capital 
ofKhatai; where he experienced from Altan Khaun, the most distin¬ 
guished and honorable reception. At the grand and solemn Carousal, 
which was given by the Khataian monarch on his arrival, Kabal Khaun 
could not entirely divest himself of the suspicion of personal danger; 
and accordingly, every now and then, in the courseoftheir libations he 
privately withdrew, and plunging his head beneath the stream of the 
river which ran by, there disgorged the whole of what he had been 
swallowing, and returned to renew the debauch; much to the surprise, 
of all present, who, not aware of his expedient could not forbear to 
express their astonishment at the strength of constitution, which 
could bear such a quantity of liquor without inebriation. Some days 
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after this, however, when he had been less prudent in his proceedings, 
Kabal Ivhaun, in a state of drunkenness, entered the presence Of the 
Khatayan monarch; and seizinghim by the beard, applied to him every 
term of abuseand insult, that he could findlanguage to express. The 
injury excited in the mind of Altan Khaun a sufficient degree of re¬ 
sentment, but he thought fit for the present to confine it to his own 
bosom; and his imprudent guest hastening, when he came to his re¬ 
collection, to express the deepest regret for what had happened, Altan 
Khaun had the magnanimity to overlook the offence ; and presenting 
him with a rich diadem, and girdle set with gems, shortly afterwards 
dismissed the Moghul prince for his own country. But the Khatayan 
nobles,eagprfor his destruction, proceeding on his departure to remon¬ 
strate with their Khaun, on the impolicy of suffering so formidable a 
rival, to escape the snare which might be laid to circumvent him, the 
monarch finally dispatched a messenger to solicit the return of his 
guest. Kabal Khaun declined the invitation ; observing that he had 
left the Chinese court with full permission, and that he was not aware 
of any particular advantage that could arise from his return. 

Perceiving that his Victim was otherwise likely to elude the toil, 
Altan Khaun now directed a detachment of troops to pursue, and bring 
him back by force; but when these had overtaken their object, he 
contrived to cajole them into a concurrence that he might be 
permitted to repose, for a short time, at the habitation of a friend, of 
the name ofSatchflly, who resided on the road. By this friend he was 
cautioned, as his existence depended upon it, not to put himself any 
more in the power of the Khatayan monarch ; and in order to ensure his 
escape, he tendered him a horse of incomparable fleetness, which he 
had in his stables, and which he recommended that he should imme¬ 
diately mount and make the best of his way to his tribe. Kabal Khaun 
gratefully availed himself of the offer ; andgivinghishorsethereins, soon 
afterwards reached the encampment of bis followers, in perfect safety. 
His pursuers were not long behind him, and were the whole of them 
put to the sword at the recommendation of Katchulv ; and the Moghul 
chief was thus fortunately extricated from the hazards, of his imprudent 
^nd adventurous journey. 
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By his wife, whose name was Karkkereik, of the tribe of Kunkub, 
or Kongkraut, Kabal Khaun was the father of six sons, of whom the 
following are the names of three; Oukein Yerkauk, I^aueilah, and 
Burtan. The former of these, was a youth of extraordinary-personal 
beauty; but unfortunately straying one day, into the adjoining exten¬ 
sive plains, beyond the protection of his attendants, h^ was surprised 
and taken by a troop of Tatars, who delivered him into the hands of 
Altan Khaun ; and he was condemned by that monarch to the same 
cruel death, as had been inflicted on a former occasion on his kinsman 
Hamikaud. 

Kaueilah Khaun, the son of Kabki Khaun, succeeded on the death 
of his father, and is described as a man of extraordinary courage, and 
bodily strength; the latter of which he possessed to such a degree, that 
he broke the backs of the most powerful antagonists, with the same 
facility as he could bend a twig, and his voice was of that compass 
that he could make himself heard at a seven-fold distance. He con¬ 
ducted a successful expedition, to avenge the death of his brother on 
the Khaun of Khatki, whom in a great battle he totally defeated; after 
which be returned in triumph to his native land. 

Burtan , or Purtan Bahauder, the son of Kabal Khaun, succeeded 
to his brother, and equally surpassed all rivalship, in personal prow¬ 
ess and military virtue ; and" hence his surname of Bahauder—heroic. 
His uncle Katchkly dying while he was on the throne of the Mogh- 
tils, the superinteodance of the army was conferred by him on his 
cousin german, Eirdumtchy, or tchei, the son of the departed chief. 
Eirdunatchei was subsequently distinguished by the title of Berlas, 
and to him is ascribed the origin of the tribe of that name. Burtan 
Bahauder was the parent of a numerous offspring ; but of these the 
most renowned, for his intrepid and martial spirit, was BeysouJca, to 
Whom, on the death of his father, the supreme authority was In conse¬ 
quence assigned. 

Beysttidka 1 Bahauder, the son of Burtan, i* said to hare ennobled, or 
reflected additional lustre on the throne of bis ancestors, when he en¬ 
circled his brows with the diadem of the Moghul sovereigns. On the 
death of Eirdumtchei Berlas,Leaving aprogeny of nine and twenty sons. 
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the dignities and appointments of the father were continued, by Bey-’ Hafeeib-iu. 
pouka Bahauder, to SoghCtteheip, the oldest and ablest of the whole. seyr ~ 

On his return from a successful expedition against that branch of 
the Tatar nations, by Petis de la Croix called the Sou Mogh&ls, the 
wife ofBeysouka Bahauder was delivered, at his residence pf Oeylpn 
Yeldak, of a son, to whom he gave the name of Tem&tchin; which is 
paid to have been that oftlie sovereign of the Sou Moghuls, whom he had 
recently vanquished and slain. This child, the afterwards invincible 
Jengueiz, his father pronounced to be the star of the dream of I$.at- 
chuly Bahauder, which was destined to extend its radiance throughout j n 

the habitable world. By the same mother with Temut;chin, he had gU eiz. 
furthermore three sons, JujykeSsaur, Kajiun, in another place called 
Eiltcha, and Ountchei, elsewhere Utakein: and lie had by a different 
wife, afifthson, whose namewas Balkouty. Ofthese four, Jujykessaur, 
theforraer, was remarkable for hjscourage,andextraordinarystature ; ( as 
a proof of which, or possibly of the exquisite symmetry of his form» 
it is alleged that when he reclined on one side, a bow might be passed 
beneath it, without coming in contact with his body. Beysquka Ba¬ 
hauder quitted this perishable world in the Moghul year Tfenghrneil, 
the five hundred and sixty second of the Hidjerah ;* and his kinsman 
Soughfitcbeie, who possessed the principal oontroul in his government, 
dyingabout the same period, the Neyrun race ungenerously abandoned 
the children of their sovereign, and united with the tribe of Tanjfit; 
of which more hereafter. 

We have just seen that the father of Jengueiz was Beysouka, 
the son of Burtan Bahauder ; the name of his mother was Oulfin Ay- 
kab,or Ankah ; and his birth took place at Deylun Yeldak, supposed 
to be ahout ten days journey north of the frontiers of China, on the 
twentieth day ofZilkaudah, of the five hundred and forty ninth of the 
Ilidjerah.f According to the statement of Shurf-ud-dein Ally the 
Yezdian, in the Zuffurnamah, this circumstance which was destined 
to produce such memorable and dreadful events, occurred when the 
constellation libra was predominant among the heavenly bodies ; and 
when the whole of the seven planets were in conjunction, the head in 

* A. D. 1167. 

+ Twenty fifth of January, A. D. 1155, the second month of the reign of Henry the Ud. 
of Eughuid, 
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the third, and the tail in the ninth degree of that sign. A plurality 
of historians, however, contend that this conjunction of the planets did 
not take place until the five hundred and eighty first of the Ilidjerah,* 
when Jerigueiz became invested with the universal sovereignty of all 
the tribes of the Neyruh race. But the oriental writers in general con¬ 
cur in represen ting, that the portentous infant came into the world grasp¬ 
ing in his hand a quantity of congealed blood; which was declared td 
indicate not only his warlike disposition, but the dreadful slaughter 
of the human race, of which he was destined to be the instrument. 

At the death of his father, Temhtchin had only attained to the thir¬ 
teenth year of his age, when he was abandoned by the major part of 
his tribe and family, who went over to the nation of Tanjtit. At this 
period the young prince is described to have dreamt, that having a 
sword in each hand extended in opposite directions, the point of one 
seemed to touch the eastern,as thatofthe otherdid thewestern horizon. 
The following morning when he related the dream to his mother, it was 
again interpreted to denote the extraordinary power to which he was 
destined to attain ; that he should accomplish the subjugation of the 
world from east to west; and that the point of his sword would be felt 
through all the countries extending to both horizons. 

It appears, at the same time, that while the immediate ancestors of 
Temfitchin maintained their authority over the Neyrfin tribes, the ge¬ 
nerality of the Moghul and Tatar nations were seldom,or never, subject 
to one and the same sovereign. On the contrary, as convenience might 
suggest, one or more nations would associate under the government 
of a separate and independent ruler. Hence they were engaged in' 
perpetual hostilities, mutually directed to the extermination of one 
another; and hence, when left an orphan minor on the death of his fa¬ 
ther, as just related, Jengueiz was abandoned to his destiny, by those 
whom the obligations of duty and gratitude, should have bound to 
protect him, at least until he was of age to protect himself. In conse- 
quenceof this ungenerous defection, the young prince was involved in 3, 
train of the most serious difficulties, and for several years exposed to 

* A.D. 1185, commencing the third of April. N. B. If this alludes to his assumption of 
the supreme power, after the subjugation of the Keraeit, that event did not take place 
until the 690th of the Iiidjerah. 
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the most imminent danger of destruction. At last, perceiving that he A; H. 562 7 ft. 
was no Ipnger able to contend with his adversaries, with a prospect of A. D. U67-7 4. 
success, he finally determined, at the recommendation of K&ratchaur Habcib-us- 
Nfiyan, the son of Soughtitchein, a youth not older than himself, for seyr * 
they were both minors at the death of their parents, to throw himself 
on the protection ofOung-Khaun the monarch of the Keraeit* whose 
capital was Karakorum •; and who is described, both in point of extent 
of territory, and of the numerous population subject to his authority, 
as the most potent and formidable of the Khauns of Turkestaun. 

With respect to the origin of this prince, and of the nation over 
whom he governed, we find it stated, that at a period more remote, 
there reigned among the Tartar tribes, a monarch who had eight sons 
all of a black complexion* and who on account of their colour, received 
the appellation of Keraeit, or Karaeit-—black fleshed. From this sable 
stock then, the subjects of Oung Khaun derived their origin. With res¬ 
pect to himself, he was called originally Toghre l, but this, as the name 
of a bird of ill omen, he is said to have changed, possibly at his acces¬ 
sion to sovereign power, into Oung Khaun ; which latter, as well 
as Beysouka , borne by the father of Jengueiz, is here alleged to signi** 
fy, the prince of a single territory. His father’s name was Kartchaur 
Koulu Berhk. We shall finally remark that this same Oung Khaun 
is represented, by Petis de la Croix, as the Ptester John of Asia of the 
NestorianChristians, in the latter part of the twelfth century. 

A system of the closest amity had, at all events been cultivated, for 
many years, between this monarch and Beysouka Bahauder; and Jen¬ 
gueiz,* on the demise of his father, had given every proof of a disposir 
tion to continue it unimpaired. That which he was, by the pressure 
of his misfortunes now to give, was perhaps not the least; and he was 
not deceived in his confidence. He experienced from the Khaun on his 
arrival, the most generous attention, with every testimony of favor and 
esteem ; and his followers met a reception equally benevolent and hu¬ 
mane. Jengueiz acquired, in a short time, by the superiority of his 
understanding, and by his singular, talents and sagacity, as well as by his 

* Although he did net assume the title until his solemn inauguration, as king ofkmgs,many 
Tears subsequent to the present period, this is the name by which, with the author, wcsfcaU 
henceforward continue to distinguish him. 
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rW. arftiable manners and affability depArtmeflt’» r 'the ? highest'kTegp&'bf 
confidence tritfthis protector; wlkAVas ultithtftety mduc'edto entrust 
■ uS 'J him with the Management of the fhos t- a rd u ouS ■ and i m po if an t : co n cC tri s 
of hiS^6W#bffifent, being in all cases invariably directed by hisbpinion. 
During thiTpCriod in which,- under these circumstances, he resided 
tinder the protection of Ourig Khaunj he exh¥bAbdbfi a of oc¬ 

casions, the most distinguished proofs t>F extraordinary coufegfe and 
consummate abilities. He brought to a triumphant issue the warj in 
which that monarch was involved with liis brother Tchanku he-Van¬ 
quished Toutkein, the chief of the Mekreit, oV MerkCit, with'his ially 
Toukta Beiggy; and, much about the slime period, thefi-ve hundred 
and severity-eighth of the Hidjerah, at a place called Kftytenn, he 
gained a memorable and signal victory; over the associated tribes of 
Tanjut,’ Saljut, Koukfiraut, andJell&err; notwithstanding the inter- 
ventionofa dreadful snow-storm, Wlrich they are particularly described 
to have brought on, through the influence of the Sring Yeddah, or lapis 
imbrifer. 

In short, at the expiration of about eight years, in which he conti¬ 
nued to serve with undiminished felicity and reputation, in the court 
and armies of Ourig-Khaun, the splehditl advancement, and daily in¬ 
creasing predominance of Jertgueiiz, at length excised the jealousy 6f 
his envious and malignant rivals. Acoihbination was privately formed 
to effect his destruction ; and it was for that purpose insidiously repre¬ 
sented to the Khaun, that his illustrious favorite aspired at independent 
•powetyor at least to obtrude* himself into the succession, to the preju¬ 
dice of the princes of his own blood. But the man who distinguished 
himself beyond all others, in his exertions to hasten the destruction Of 
Jengueiz, was Jamouka^ the chief, or prince, of the Jajeraut. His en¬ 
deavors proved, however, for some time' unsuccessful ; until address¬ 
ing his applications to Sankoun, or Sankoum, 1 the son of thb Khaun, 
that prince was persuaded to associate in his hostile designs, and 
by repeated importunity, ultimately brought his father to coincide. 
A particular morning was-now fixed upon, by OurigKhaun, to attack 
the person of the obnoxious favorite, when he least suspected the dan¬ 
ger ,to whjqh. he,was exposed. But, the very day before the design 
was to be carried into execution, one. of the hostile chiefs happening to 
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raakeiuthe subject of a conversation >vith his wife,it was overheard 
by two youths of the name of B&ta and Keshlek, who sat without the 
ten£; and who instantly flew to the camp of Jengueiz, to whom they 
{Hsqlqped; the circumstances of his danger. Under considerable alarm, 
Jengueiz .entered into consultation with his faithful relative K&ra- 
tchaur ; and jit was determined on.the.spot to |e,ave their tents standing, 
and to ire,tire immediately, under cover of the night, to,a station called 
Kellaltcbern; at thefootof some of the hills adjoining to the frontiers of 
Khafhi, or northern. China, therc-to await the issue. 

In jthe, course of the same night, Oung Khaun approached the en¬ 
campment of Jengueiz at the he^d.ofhistroops, and observing the tents 
all, standing, directed his archers to ply them with their arrows; until 
it was finally discovered that their quivers were exhausted in vain, 
and that the tents had been previously abandoned by their inmates. 
The Khaun then hastened in pursuit of Jengueiz, whom he attacked 
in his post with equal obstinacy and animosity. Th^ Mogjhul prince 
continued, bpwever, and in spite of the vast disparity of his numbers, 
to defend hirqself until night-fall, when the combat mutually ceased. 
Jenguei? availed himselfof the opportunity, and silently withdrew to the 
.fountain head,orlakeofBaljoutah; where,at the recommendation of the 
prudent Karatchaur, he proceeded to enregister, for future appropriate 
titlesanddignities, the wholeof his gallant associates in the lateunequal 
conflict. Upon the twoyouths in particular, whohad so seasonably /ore- 
warned h}ni of his danger, he conferred the title of Ter khan ; expressly 
ordaiuiug, that their posterity for nine generations, should be exempted 
, front all questions for their offences, on the part of his sous and succes¬ 
sors. From these descended the wholeof the Terkhanians who sub- 

' * i 

sequeptly appeared, during the power of the monarchs of the lines of 
JengueizandTeyin,ur,bothin Khorassaun and the territory on the Oxus. 

From the hpad of the lake Baljoutah, Jengueiz removed, at a proper 
opportunity, still nearer to the frontieVs of lvhatai; taking poston the 
banksofa certain rive?, supposed to be theKaramuran ; theyellow river, 
according to a notg^n Mr- Fetis de la Croix’s histoiy.*At a subsequent 
period, i*e, hastened, however, with his little band, of four thousand six 
hundred warriors of tried experience, to the station of Nawerd ; from 
* Possibly Ferai,mran .; since KAramuvau would be more properly, the black liver. 
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whence, for the purpose 6f amusing, or of laying his vigilance asleep, 
he dispatched his agents to solicit terms of peace from Oung Khaut). 
In the process Of time, however, after a series of hostilities, which must 
have been protracted under various circumstances, for aperiodofninfe'or 
ten years, and which, we afe here briefly told, producedthe utmost de¬ 
solation through the country of the Keraeit, he brought the army of the 
Khaun toagreatand decisivdbattle. Towards-thecloseoftheconflict, the 
borseofOungKhaun being killed by an arrow,from thebow of K&ratchaur 
Nuyan, that monarch immediately mounted another, and accompa¬ 
nied by his son SankouU, made the best of his way from the field of 
battle, to the court of Tayang Khaun, the monarch of the Nayffians; by 
some of whose principal officers, he was shortly afterwards basely put 
to death. His son escaped for the present to the country of Kashghkr ; 
to experience, however, at a subsequent period, a similar fate by the 
hand of a chief of the tribe of Khilije, or Guellitch, of the name of 
Kellidje Kurrah. 

Having thus finally triumphed over the armies of their sovereign, 
Jengueiz found no further difficulty in subjugating the whole nation 
©f the Kerkeit; and he proceeded, in the five hundred and ninety ninth 
of the Hidjerah, being then in the forty ninth yearofhis age, to seat 
himself, at the station ofThamankohrah, # on the throneof the Khauny 
and hence boldly displaying the standard of hispower,multitudes of the 
Moghul tribes submitted to his authority. This piece of information 
awakened the most inveterate spirit of hostility in Tayang Khaun, the 
son of Eynaunje Khaun, the prince, or monarch of theNaymans; who 
is here stated to hav§ borne the name of Taubku, until it was changed 
by the Khaun of Khatay, or sovereign of China, into Tayang Khaun, 
alleged to signify, son of the Khaun. At all events, he determined to 
employ the resources of a powerful monarchy for the immediate extir¬ 
pation of the new sovereign ; and for that purpose proceeded to as¬ 
semble a vast force, dispatching to every quarter of the land of the 
Moghuls, to demand their co-operation in the design. 

On the other hand, apprized of these formidable preparations, Jen¬ 
gueiz hastened to deliberate with his sons, and relatives,and principal 
Ameirs, on the means of opposing the storm. His half brother iial- 
• Some station probably near his native place of Deyltin Yeldak. 
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lcouty, enftraced the opportunity of suggesting to K&ratdhaur, that if 
their sovereign would but march, to anticipate the attack of the,enemy 
on his own territory, he would be responsible £bir the success of the 
measure. J&lgueiz immediately subscribed,to the plan ; and in the 
middle of the latter Jummaudy of the Six hundredth of the Hidjerah* 
conducted his troops, accordingly, to seek the Khaun of theNaymans, 
in the heart of his own dominions. Theadverse monarch, who was, at 
the same time, the father in law of Jengueiz, had however already as¬ 
sembled his numerouslegions,and hastened to give battletothe invader* 
In the dreadful conflict which ensued, he was severely wounded; and 
withdrawing his■ person to a pass in one-ofthfe neighboring mountains, 
some of his principal generals followed, to intreat that he would re¬ 
sume his station in the field. But finding him deaf.to their arguments, 
they returned withouthim, and precipitated themselves,in despair upon 
the troops of Jengueiz; among whom theyfoupda speedy and honorable 
death. When night came on, Tayang, with considerable difficulty, de¬ 
scended to the foot of the pass, and succeeded in conveying himself 
to a place of safety. He died however before the conclusion of the 
year; his son Kouslilfik escaping to the country of an uncle,of the name 
of Btiyrfik. 

In the mean time the followers of Jamoukah, who wandered through 
theTartarsolitudes'perpetually harassed by his terrors of the vengeance 
of Jengueiz, seized their unhappy lord, and delivered him up to his 
successful rival. For this piece oftreason,and foul ingratitude, the mis¬ 
creants were, by Jengueiz, deservedly punished with death ; and for 
his malicious calumnies with Oung Khaun, and the prince his son^ 
Jamoukah was himself immediately hacked to pieces. These events 
were succeeded by the entire submission of all the Moghul tribes, that of 
Mekreit or Merkeit alone excepted, which was under the authority of 
TouktaBeiggy. Against that nation, Jengueiz now turned hs victorious 
arms ; and, having at the very first onset put a period to the power of 
Toukta Beiggy, that prince and his son were also driven for protection 
to the court of B&yrfik, the brother of Tayang Khaun ; while their con¬ 
queror continued Jus successful career into the country of Tangueit, 
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known also by the’ name of Kasbein, which he reduced to subjection 
with his usual celerity. 

By themonth of Rudjubofthe six hundred.and second of the Hid* 
jerfeh* when the sun should’have attained'to the n^nsiop.of its,|iighesj: 
Sublimity, in aries at the vernal equinox, and when tlie hills and.plains 
should have arrayed themselves in nature’s loveliest: robe, Jengueiz 
had given directions to prepare for a Kourilt&i, or general diet of the 
states of the empire, so called by theTavtars. A prodigious concourse, 
consisting of his’sons, and generals, and of the majority pf the higher, 
with many of.the lower classes from all parts of the Moghiil territory, 
assembled accordingly, at the appointed period, at theirapecial residence. 
On this occasion, Jengueiz, having caused the great white standard pf 
nine degrees(or tails) to be erected, presented himself on a magnificent 
throne under the shadow of it, and proceeded to extend to every rank 
•of his admiring subjects, the most liberal proofs of his munificence. 
He was saluted byan universal burst of acclam ation and applause, from 
-the whole of the nobility and grandees of the empire ; not an individual 
of the vast assembly omitt ing,at the same time, to offer before the throne 
some token of allegiance, together with his vqws for the prosperity 
and happiness of the monarch. In the midst of this tumultuous 
agitation of zeal and joy, a Moghul devotee, or enthusiast, generally 
known by the appellation, of But-tongry, but whose real name was 
Kouktchfi, claimed the attention of the assembly ; and addressing the 
monarch on the throne, who had hitherto retained his original name of 
Temfttchin,expressed himself briefly in tbe,se tertas ; “ by the.myster- 
“ ious authority which I possess, on Temutchin, Qphis sons, and on 
*‘ his kindred, have l bestowed the whole surface of the globe ; hence- 
« c forth therefore, no longer Temutchin, thy pame be Jengueiz Kha an!” 
The title is here expressly said to signify* Shahsh&ban—kingof kings; 
and it was immediately confirmed by a general: acclamation of the 
assembly. 

Amongother artifices, by which this enthusiast endeavored tp impose 
upon the understanding of mankind, he pretended to possess the secret 
of diving into their inmost thoughts; that hq had, on several occasions* 


* .Merck a„P, 120s. 
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S$&ffded to tli'eskies; and that he^pokefromthesupematUTalknoWledge 
acquired in his visits among the stars in their constellations. But, 
although' sufficiently aware of the grossness of the: imposition, Jen- 
g'ueiz did'not on that day conceive it expedient either to check, or 
tholest the proceedings of the impostor. Some time afterwards, how¬ 
ever, the same Bftt-tougry discovering certain symptoms of an, aspiring 
fifnbition, which ill became the sanctity which he professed, and obtrude 
big upon' J&jy Kdsiaur, the brother of Jengueiz, some inquiries of a 
nature beyond his proper concern, that chief, without ceremony, seized 
him by th&throat, and dashed him with such violence against the earth, 
that he never rose, or spoke again; It is moreover added, on the tes*- 
•timony of the Jammia-ul-towaurikh, that this But, or perhaps Build- 
ton gry was, by a second husband, the son ofOulun Aykah, the widow of 
Beysouka Bahauder, and mother of the immortal Jengueiz ; that he 
had’rendered himself equally insensibleto the effects of heat and cold ; 
and that be was thus capable of sitting naked without apparent incon¬ 
venience in the midst of ioe and snow; and, .finally, that he had fixed 
his abode on a solitary mountain called Outan karVan, and that he 
disdained to solicit the means of existence from any human being. 

On the dissolution of the Kouriltai, at which he may have promul¬ 
gated the YausSa, or code of laws, detailed in the 6th chapter of Petis 
de la Croix’s respectable history, Jengueiz hastened tocarry hisdesigns 
into execution, against Buyrouk, the brother of TayangKhaun; whom 
he suddenly attacked, defeated, and kilted, on the plains, or hunting 
grounds of UlCigh, or Alughtauk. Koushlfik, the nephew of the van- 
squished monarch, in company with Toukta Beiggy, theKhaun ol the 
Mekreit, betook himself to flight on the fall of his relative. The fu¬ 
gitives were, however, pursued,and overtaken by Jengueiz, at Erdeish, 
(not the Irtish) Where Toukta Beiggy was killed ; but KoushLuk again 
’Contrived to escape, and claim the protection of Gurkhaun, a mon¬ 
arch of whom more hereafter; and'it was at this conjuncture that the 
prince of Eygb&r, who bore the title of Eidykout, the lord of power, 
or ruling prinfce, impressed by the reports! which continually reached 
him, ofthe ipvincibleprowess and surpassingmagnificence of Jengueiz, 
suddenly threw off. the.,authority of Gurkhaun ; and hastened to join, 
and solicit an alliance with the Moghul monarch, who received him 
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with' distinguished kmdriess, and ultUttatelybestowed upon him, one 
of his daughters in marriage. 

The animosities ‘which bad so frequently broke out between the 
Khaugans of the Moghfil tribes*and the monarchs ofKhatii, ornorth- 
ern China,* although composed by temporary cessation, were never¬ 
theless in a state of perpetual effervescence ; and now that, in the 
oriental strain, his armies might be said to out-number the drops, in 
rain, Jengueiz considered, perhaps, that they could not be better em¬ 
ployed than in avenging the wrongs of his country by the subjugation 
of that powerful monarchy. This enterprize he therefore determined 
to undertake without further delay; but, he first ofall thought it expe¬ 
dient to dispatch one ofhis oldest officers, ofthenameof JaufferKhaujah, 
equally distinguished for his commanding eloquence and sagacity of 
mind, to convey to Altan, or Altfin Khaun, which appears at this pe¬ 
riod to have been a title generally borne by the Chinese emperors, a 
formal demand of allegiance and tribute. The Kh&tayan monarch is 
described to have received the message with equal iudignation, and 
disdain. He desired that it might be made known to the arrogant 
and haughty Jengueiz, that the dominions over which hegoverned, had 
hitherto never been polluted by the footsteps of a foreign adversary; 
that it behoved him to make an estimate widely different, between the 
monarch of a powerful empire, and the uncivilized and undisciplined 
Moghfils, against whom his enterprises had hitherto been solely di¬ 
rected ; and he admonished him to beware of drawingupon himself, a 
train of calamities and vengeance, of which it was impossible that he 
could form the slightest conception. But, if in spite of every suggestion 
of prudence, he was still determined to tempt his fate, by approaching 
the provinces under his authority, he should infallibly experience to his 
cost, what a numerous,and victorious soldiery was capable of achieving. 

When the obvious result of his embassy bad been communicated, by 
Jauffer Kbaujah, to Jengueiz, that monarch, as appears to have,been 
his practice on all extraordinary occasions, ascended a lofty eminence ; 
and there loosing the girdle from his waist, and casting it round his 

* Khatai is the name applied, with great apparent propriety, by De la Croix, to the 
seven northern provinces ofChina; as that of Maagi,c(uere M&tcheiu, is to the nine southern 
provinces. 
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nisick, inthfeTiumblest ferms implored the Almighty to crown'his efforts 
with victory. He remained on the same spot, engaged in supplication 
for several days and nights ; but descending at last to resume the func¬ 
tions of his power, and having set apart a body of troops for the 
defence of the Ourdfi, or principal seat of government at Karakorum, 
he finally proceeded at the head of the main body of the army, towards 
the Khataym territory. Soon afterwards penetrating the frontier of 
the empire,* he subdued with surprising rapidity the country of Jour- 
anjet, containing, as it is said, the incredible population of seventy 
thousand tomauns, of ten thousand each (the former would make 
seven hundred millions, the latter the rather more moderate aggregate 
ofseventy millions); and he added to his conquests by the reduction of 
many other great and flourishing cities. 

Altan Khaun, on intelligence of this formidable invasion, with an 
army such as,formultitude, the blue firmament with itsthousand eyes, 
had hitherto never before contemplated, now advanced from the me¬ 
tropolis of Tchengdd, orTchengtu ;f (for it would be difficult to give, 
from the original, the precise orthography of this and many other 
Chinese and Tartar names which occur in the history)^ and took post 
at the head of one of the passes of his country. He detached, how¬ 
ever, some of his generals with a force sufficiently numerous more in 
advance; both to observe the frontiersof the province, and, as opportu¬ 
nity occurred, to harass and annoy the Moghuls. The division thus 
employed receivingunexpected information, that Jengueiz, after forc¬ 
ing one of the cities in the neighborhood, was at this moment engaged 
without suspicion of danger, in dividing the booty, theChinesegenerals 
conceived it to be one of the opportunities, of which they had been 
instructed to avail themselves ; and they hastened by as expeditious a 
movement as possible to take the enemy by surprise. They were so far 
successful, as to come upon the Moghuls while they were preparing 
one of their meals : but the ever-active Jengueiz, mounting his horse 
in person on the first alarm, and directing his soldiers to reverse theijr 

*De la Croix states, that the great gate in the Chinese w all, the Sedd e-Yaj.0je of the 
Arabs, was betrayed to him by Alacous, the Khaun of Ankout. The wall is not even men¬ 
tioned by our author,'which seems rather extraordinary, ft is, however, to be observed, 
that .lvanko.'t is the name assigned by some writers to the same wail. . . 

i It will be found, in a subsequent part of the work, that this city lay something to the 
northward nf the modem metropolis of Khaun-baligh, or Cambalu, or Pekin. 
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cooking utensils and take to their swords, immediately assailed the 
Khatayan troops ; who gave way at the very first onset,iand were de¬ 
feated with extensive loss. 

In the great battle which was soon afterwards fought between Jen- 
gueiz, and the Khatayan monarch in person, the MoghCds were as 
usual triumphant; AltanKhaun flying in dismay to his capital, whi¬ 
ther he was immediately pursued by his conqueror. In this extre¬ 
mity, the Khatayan deliberated with his ministers and principal generals, 
the names of three of whom, Kiouking, Dioungshah, andTcheingsang v 
unequivocally bespeak their Chinese identity, as to the measures 
which he should adopt to'repel the danger. Tcheingsang declared for 
a temporary accommodation with the invader; and that, if he could 
be prevailed upon to withdraw to his own country, means might easily 
be devised to repair the losses, of whatever magnitude, sustained by 
the invasion. This plan met with the approbation of Altan Khaun ! 
by whom an embassy was immediately dispatched to open a negocia- 
tion for peace with Jengueiz, and to make him an offer of his daughter 
Kebkhur, orKenjftr, (the Kubcou Catune, or Khatun, of De la Croix,) 
for his bride. The Moghul monarch, from some motive of present 
convenience, agreed to a treaty of peace; and, accompanied by the 
Chinese princess, soon afterwards withdrew to his own territories. 
Altan Khaun is stated upon this to have consigned the government 
ofTchengdft, and that part of his dominions, to one of the princes his 
sons, aided by a council of some of the most distinguished Ameirs of 
the empire, and to have retired himselfto Tayming; a noble city,which 
had been erectedbyhisfather, and which, in loftiness atrd extent,seemed 
to rival the stupendous vault of heaven. On the authority of the Jam- 
mia-rashidy, and of the preliminary to the zuffurnamah of the Yezdian, 
we are further informed that this was a city of forty farsangs, or leagues, 
in circumference ; that it was defended by three prodigious ramparts ; 
and that it was washed on one side by a vast river, of such a breadth 
indeed, that it occupied an entire day, with the utmost exertion, in 
the vessels which navigated the stream, to. cross it and return from 
one bank to the other. It is, moreover, stated to have been supplied, 
in equal abundance, with all the fruits indigenous tq both warm and 
cold climates. 
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On the removal of Altan Khaun, however, to a remoter part of his A. II. 608 - 10 . 
dominions, that which he seems to have abandoned soon became a A - P- * 212 - 1 4 * 
prey to the most alarming disturbances and disaffection ; great numbers Habeib-us- 
of the military chiefs, with their followers, displaying at the same time Se ^ F ’ 
the standard of insurrection and revolt, and disseminating the baneful 
in fluence of their disloyalty and treason, throughout the whole of north¬ 
ern China. Thus circumstanced, the son of theKhaun found hiiriseff 
constrained to resign the government of TchengdA to its fate, and he 
withdrew from' the surrounding convulsions, to join the person of his 
father r and intelligence of the forsaken situation of tbe/metropolis of 
Khatki, being early conveyed to Jengueiz, by the agentof Aboukah the 
governor of Jurjah, supposed to he the peninsula of Corea, together 
with assurances of his master’s allegiance and attachment, Mangu, and 
Samoukab, two Ameirs, or commanders of tomauns, were immediately 
appointed, at the head of a competent force, to resume on the part of 
the Moghul monarch, the conquest of the country south of the wall 
ot China. 

These two generals appeared in due time before Tcftengdfi, of which 
they immediately formed the siege; and it employed their exertions and 
vigilance toa protractedperiod,until,indeed,theresourcesofthegarrisoa 
became entirely exhausted.. In this extremity, the besieged ventured 
to apprize their sovereign, in his new capital, of the situation to which 
they lmd been reduced ; and a numerous convoy under the direction 
of a chief of the name of Boutekshhi, and three other Ameira, was. disr 
patched with all expedition to. their reliefeach of the soldiers and 
followers carrying three measures ofgraia, for. the supply of the garrison. 

When it readied a place called. Seyniug, or some such name, the con¬ 
voy was however intercepted by a body of the Jengueizian. troops; 
who suffered the escort to. pass, but took care to-disencumber them of 
the invaluable supply for the garrison, of which theyvw.ere in charge. 

In despair at the circulation of this.disastrous intelligence among their 
followers, two of the Chinese commanders; Kiou Kei-ng, andTdieing- 
sang, destroyed themselves by poison ; the others effected their escape 
to Tayming ; and thes c.rcumstances were followed by the immediate 
submission of the capital, and the whole of the Ivhatayan territory. 
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Qfl i»teUii?e»ee<ofri»i§-.pfQ«Jjgiou« aoqui^diop, an oflfoqrof themt*m$ 
of Ivonku N. 4 yan proceeded by order of Jengueiz, to Tqbevgd-u, to con. 
vey toKagakor14m the long accumulated treasures pf the Khataya» 
HaoqarGh; which, in specie beyo»dallestimate.ofi)umbers, and ineostly 
qffeets, without measure, together with tfee f indiyMual, wrhoas treasurer 
had been formerly vested with the inestimable charge, were now trans¬ 
ported entire to the presence ofJengueiz ; by whom, with bischarac- 
tieriistic liberality, the whole was immediately distributed on the spot, 
to his armies. The subjugation of Khatay appears to have been com¬ 
pleted in the six hundred and tenth, or eleventh of the Hidjerah ; soon 
after whifih<returning from the frontier of his new conquests to bis own 
capital, the Moghul monarch Consigned the-final settlement of, the 
conquered countries, to Moghuly Gbyang of the tribe of Jeilaeir. 

Having enjoyed a short interval of repose, the attention of Jengtteiz 
■was next employed to carry into execution the design, which he had 
.probably for some time had in view, of extinguishing, the ri val ambi¬ 
tion ofKoushluk,princeoftheNaymuns, and of subjugating tbedvlrak- 
batayan nation with whom he had taken refuge. Before he proceeds, 
however, to record the events of this expedition, the author supplies 
us with the following curtailed account of the people who were the 
ultimate object of it. A short time previous to the period under con¬ 
sideration, the KArakhtayans were governed by the lastofa line of princes, 
to whom, for reasons similar to those which had bestowed upon the 
monarchs of Northern China that of Alfcan Khaun, they assigned the 
generaltitleofGfir Khaun.Theirancestorswereindeedgenuine Khhtay- 
ansofthemostdistinguishedclass; eighty individuals of whom, together 
with their kindred and dependents, comprising in the whole a numer¬ 
ous population,sometimeprevioustothebirthofJengueiz, bad emigrat¬ 
ed from their native country, andappearedon the confines of Kerlteir, or 
Crequir,north of-the-pen insula of Corea; but meeting with opposition 
from the inhabit nts of, iverkeir. they passed thence to the territory of 
Eymil, where they erected aconsiderablecitv. This became the resortof 
the most warlike of the Tartar tribes; of whom a colony of four thous¬ 
and families was induced not lonsr afterwards, to settle in the vicinity. 

At this particular period the city of Balasaughun* call tl bj£: the 
Moghuls, Aghu or Oghubauligh-*-the city ot beauty, 01 the beautiful 



kity, was governed by ti Kb stun of the race of Afrausiab; whose weak¬ 
ness exposing him to the cupidity of the neighboring tribes, the fron¬ 
tiers of his country were perpetually plundered and laid waste, and in 
particular, by the Kereik and Kankuly Tartars. To relieve himself 
from these repeated aggressions, the prince of Balasaughfin determined 
to CPU ip the assistance of- the chief of the Karathatayans, who had 
already assumed the titleof Gurkbaun. ; and whom heaccordingly soli¬ 
cited, through his lagaftt, to come and put himself in possession of 
Balasaughhn,andavengehis injuries on the predatory and hostile tribes. 
The Gurkhaun did not require much solicitation ; he hastened to Bale 
saughfin, divested the imbecile prince of his hereditary authority, aitd 
transferred it to himself, with the title of Eylek Turkman or, more pro¬ 
bably, TArkan. Hethen, directed his resources to the subjugation of 
all the tribes that might prove hostile to his government; after which, 
he further extended his conquests by the reduction of Kashgh&r and 
Kboten southwards, and, ultimately, by the submission of several of the 
petty princes of Mawur-un-neher and Ferghimah, westward to the 
Oxus. It was the same monarch who opposed, and defeated Sfiltau 
Sunjurof the race of Seljuk, about the five hundred and thirty sixth 
of the Hidjerah, as noticed on a former occasion. 

On the death of this able monarch, his authority appears to have 
devolved to his widow whose name was GAyang, or Kuloun, for it is 
written both ways in the same line ; and she was cheerfully obeyed 
by the nation, so long as she continued to deport herself as a chaste 
and virtuous matron. But the moment she suffered herself to be led 
away by her voluptuous propensities, the Kkrakhatayans did not scru¬ 
ple to cut her oft', together with the associate of her pleasures ; and to 
transfer the authority and title of Ghrkhaun, to the brother of their late 
sovereign. 
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Between the second of theGilrkhauns, and thp kings of Khaurezm, 
occurred those transactions of alternate peace and war recorded in a 
former page ; and it was to him that Koushluk the prince of the Nay- 
mans fled for protection, on the death of his uncle Btiyruk Ivhaun, and 
the fall of Toukta Beggy; and the kindand hospitable reception which 
the fugitive experienced on the occasion, was succeeded by an union 
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with the daughter of the Karakhatayan. All which was but ill-requited 
in the sequel. 

While Jengueiz was absenton his expedition against Khat&i,Koush- 
luk availed himself of the opportunity to represent to his father in law, 
that his hereditary subjects, the Nay mans, had been.left too long to wan¬ 
der, like sheep without their shepherd ; and that if the proposal met 
with his approbation, the friend on whom he had conferred such lasting 
obligations, would now undertake to collect them together, and con¬ 
duct them to the service of his benefactor.. The Gftrkhaun too easily 
and imprudently acceded to the insidious proposal; and immediately 
dismissed the Nayman, loaded with distinction and favor, to earry his 
design into execution. Koushluk conveyed himself without accident 
to the country of his birth, and was joined, as soon as bis arrival be¬ 
came known, by the whole force of the Nayman tribes f and not' long 
afterwards by the prince of the Mekreit, who embraced: the opportu¬ 
nity of repairing to his standard. Finding himself at the head of a 
powerful army, instead of avenging himself on the adversaries of his 
family, Koushluk, in violation of every tie of friendship and hospita¬ 
lity, proceeded without scruple, to plunder and lay waste the terri¬ 
tory of his father in law. And, as if determined to ensure the destruc¬ 
tion of his benefactor beyond the possibility of failure, he dispatched 
to Sultan Mahommed the Khaurezmian, the message described in a 
former chapter ; inviting him to attack the Karakhatayan from the west¬ 
ward wh’le he continued hostilities- against him from the east: and 
stipulating, as already observed, that if the Khaurezmian was foremost 
in his successful exertions tndestroy the power of the common enemy, 
he should compensate himself by taking possession of Kashgh&r ami 
Khoten ; ©n the other hand, if success first dawned on the arms of the 
Nay man,Sultan Mahommed should cede to him the whole of the country 
westward o^Turkestaun, to the Seyhun or river of Fioauket. 

In conformity with the plan of operations thus proposed, the K&rakha- 
tavan found himself shortly afterwards exposed to two-formidable 
attacks on oppositequarter-sofhis.dominions. TheNayman,who-pressed 
to the scene of action before bis ally, was, however, defeated; after which 
succeeded the battle between Gurkhaun and the Khaurezmian,already 
referred to ; in which either wing of the contending armies having been* 
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beajen, either through the treachery or misconduct of the sep&Lbud, or A. H. oio-ll. 
commander, of the Kabudj&mahgan, or blues, on the side of Sultan A. D- un is- 
Mabommed, both ultimately separated without claiming the victory. 1Iabe,b us * 

scyr. 

But, on returning to his capital of Balasaughun on this occasion, the 
inhabitants tired of the yoke of the K&rakhatayans, and expecting that 
the Khaurezmians were in close pursuit, at once shut their gates in the 
face of the Ghrkhaun ; and proceeded to assail his person with darts 
and stones, and every species of annoyance that the most determined 
hostility could have devised. The monarch prepared without delay to 
reduce them to their allegiance; and at the expiration of sixteen days, 
succeeded in carrying the place byassault, and tosignalizehis vengeance, 
immediately gave orders for a general massacre of the inhabitants. In 
consequence Of this, during three days and three nights, for which the 
slaughter was continued, forty seven thousand of the most distinguished 
Individuals in Balasaughun, were put to the sword. 

Such were the circumstances of the Ivhatayan monarch, when, his 
treasury being entirely emptied by the expences of the war, an opu¬ 
lent courtier, apprehensive of a claim upon his own wealth, suggested 
to him thoexpedient of calling upon his officers, as an equivalent for 
his disbursements, to deposit the plunder, which they had amassed 
during the campaign, in the hands of the treasurer of state. To this 
unpopular measure theGurkhaun unfortunately gave his assent; and it 
hastened the crisis of his destruction. His captains, obtaining intelli¬ 
gence of what was in agitation, alternately withdrew from court under 
various pretexts, and excited, in different quarters, a general spirit of 
disaffection, and revolt against his government. The Nayman prince, 

Koushluk, hastened to avail himSelf of the general discontent ; and 
like a sudden and unexpected calamity appeared, at the head of his 
followers, within the walls of Balasaughun, of which he became imme¬ 
diately master; the aged monarch, deprived of friends and resources, 
presenting himself, in a.postureof silent and humble resignation, before 
the throne of his ungrateful betrayer. Affecting, however, to be 
shocked at this public and striking proof of the inconstancy of fortune, 

Koushluk caused him, in appearance, to be treated with respect, and 
tenderness ; although he seized, without ceremony, bn every article of 
his property, whether treasure or cattle, moveable or immoveable. 
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A. H. 611-12. Gfirkhaun survived his degradation for a period of two years; at fhe 
A. D. 1215. en( j and at the advanced age of ninety five he died, after an 

habeib us- a lieg ec | reign of eighty two years. This appears however to be an in¬ 
consistency ; and probably refers to the entire duration of the existence 
Of this dinasty, which expired with him. 

Having thus attained the climax of his usurpations, Koushluk pro¬ 
ceeded in a short time to extend his dominion to the countries of 
Almauligh,* Kashghar, and KhQtetl,j• signalizing his government by 
every species of oppression, rapacity, and violence. In his religion he 
is described as a rank and inveterate idolater, while his eonsort profes¬ 
sed the doctrines of the Messiah. Hence themalignity, with which 
they are both accused of having persecuted the advocates of the Ma- 
hommedan dispensation. The memory of Koushluk was however 
rendered particularly odious, because he condemned a distinguished 
Mussulman doctor, of the name of Alla-ud-dein Mabommed-ui-Hus- 
senv, to be crucified at the door of his own college, for having success¬ 
fully vindicated the tenets of his belief, and retorted upon the tyrant 
the abuse with which he had presumed to treat the name of his pro¬ 
phet: a circumstancewhich, at thesame time, might inspire some doubt 
as to the justice of that obloquy, to which the historian seems disposed 
to consign the memory of this prince, and his consort. 

In the mean time, his ally the prince of Mekreit, or Merkelt, on some 
disgust, separated from the Nayman, and retired.among the tribes of 
Keptchauk ; and Jengueiz, apprized of the sudden and unexpected 
accession to power of Koushluk, hastened to adopt those measures 
which might rnosteffectually bring ittoa termination. Jubbah,orHuh- 
hahNAyanJ with several tomauns, was immediately directed to march 
westward, in order to disconcert thedesigns of the successful fugitive. 
Koushluk was at this period employed in the territory ofKashghar; which 
he however abandoned, the moment lie found that the Moghfid general 
was arrived on the frontier. Hubbah Nfryan was accordingly suffered 

* Said to be in thesame degree with K.asbgliar.44 north 
4 In 42 degrees of north latitude. 

x This name is pointed Jubbab, throughout the manuscript; but as it is in most Euro¬ 
pean writers laid down as Hubbah, we shall abide bv the latter. 



491 

to take possession of K^hgh&r* ,wi*hqqfr the slightest resistance; apd A. H. fii2-i5 
he caused it ^ be proclaimed through the streets, and A ‘ D ’ 1215 X8 

mark et-plac?s,. that every person should quietly adhere to the religion Habwb-u*; 
of his forefathers, without presuming to molest o? interfere with that 9 ^ f ' 
of hispe^bhours j hut that the followers of Kooghluk were to be put 
to: death wherever they were |to be found. The Jdahommedains were 
thus -relieved from the persecution of their odious oppressors ; and a 
division of dietMoghyl tnoops prooeediogm pursuitofKouishluk, c.at to 
pieces every giving-being, of the Nay man nation, that fell in their-way. 

The prince escaped,however, into the mountainous region of Badukh- 
shauo betaking himself, in the perplexity of his fears, to the deep glen, 
or pass, of Saureg-koul, to which there was, unfortunately for him, no 
opposite egress. Some hunters who frequented these mountains an> 

pursuit of gain eg were easily engaged by the Moghuls, on a promise 
that thefives of the captives should he spared, to.sei.ze and deliver up 
to them, the N ayrnarts who were flying from their vengeance. Koushluk, 
and his remaini-ugfollow-ers were accordingly surroundedhy the hunters* 
and soon after-wands taken and cr^pigped tothe mercy of their piur- . 
suers; by whom the head of -the Naymtaopriruce was instantly struck off, 
and conveyed to their general. . 

Subsequent to these .events, according to our author, Jujyrf or 
Tchutchy, or Tushy -Khaim, as he is frequently denominated, the 
ddest ©f the.-sonsof Jeagueiz, 9^as employed in Keptohek, or Kep~ 
tchaimk, to extinguish the last surviving spark of Tartar independence, 
hi the (prince of M-ekreit, Tukeina, or Yftkeina,«ff Tufikaim, {such is 
the uncertainty of the manuscript) the successor of Xoukta Beggy, 
who had retreated into that country,on his separation fcom tl>e prince 
ef the Naymass ;.and fcherehis career, together with the destiny of Am 
natron, was eanly decided, by the exertions .of the Mqghul prinee, who 
then retsumied to join his father. 

• In the 4.4th degree ofkititude, and 2nd of longitude, east ©f'Greemvich. Hf.^tiarven- 
feldt, master of the ceremonies tothe king df-Sweden, being at Paris in -4681, assured -Mr. 

^ctis de la Crew, "that he had read'in the ancientannals of. Sweden, ifasft the Swedes took 
their-origuwl from iKashghsr. VAde liistevy erf G*j>ghtaaaB the great, p. 1 W>\ au tjje note* 
q Bom when k»father was in the fifteenth year ef his age t the name aignffiqs, AflRP% 
erriW. v:ide®ei]aCn)iK.'sJiBto*y of-Gepgtii/oan. 
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Being at'leisure frdth hik conquests,*iihd- havt^of amply satiated h»' 
vengeanCeon his enemies, in theeastern and ; ifoM*h l & < ri part bf the Asiatic* 
continent, Jengueiz now fihaliy-resolvPd on ihis expedition against the- 
domibidn's of Sultan Mahommed of Khaurezm; ‘from whom, in the 
murder of the defenceless merchants, and Subsequently Of hisembassa- 
dors, atOtraur,as formerly described, he had received the mbstwantom' 
and atrocious provocation.' Before vve conduct him, however, on f 
his memorable and sanguinary career, it may be useful to thsert, from 
de la Croix’s history, a sketch of-the state bf Asia, at the period of this' 
ffearfiil irruption. 

« “The Indians,” adverting to the nations of Hindustani “were go- 
“ verned by many kings, the most powerful of whom was th'e king of 
“the Patans (at Dehlv). The southern China, which was called 
“ Mangi, had its particular monarch ; and the northern, that is to say 
“C&tkay, was under the Moguls, as were also both the Tartarys , the- 
“ east and north, with a great part of the west, and ai'Turquesfan.' The 
“ Sultan Mehemed possessed also several parts of Turqmstimn, and 
“ all Transoxiaua ; besides which he was master of the best part of 
“ the empire of Persia, called by the Persians Iran: and all the Coras- 
“ sane, all the frontiersof India, the country of iheMedes, which was 
“ Called Azerbijana, and the Persian Hircania, otherwise called Irac 
“ Agemi, were dependent upon him. The ancient Persia called Pars, 
“of which Sehiraz was the capital, and several other provinces, lived 
“ under his government. In a word, the sovereigns of the ancient em- 
“ pires of Persia, and the Medes and Parfhiam, were almost all become 
“subject to him, and paid him tribute. ■>< 

“ Georgia and the countries adjacent had their own particular princes 
“ who were independent. As for the great Armenia, its king paid tri- 
“ bute to the king of Carizme. The Califf Nasser reigned in Bagdad^ 
“over Chaldea , otherwise called Irac Araby, over a part of Mesopa- 
“ tamia, the' three Arabjas, and some other countries of.Persia. The 
“ Atabequite princes of Mousel , improperly called Niniveh , the des- 
“ cendants. of the great Nourtddin prince of Syria, possessed almost 
“ all the rest of Mesopotamia ; but the civil wars caused by the mino- 
“ ritv of Nassereddih and by ambition held these princes inarms ope 
“ against another. At this time the successors of Saladin were also 
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** very powerful, one part of Syria had submitted to them, and Egypt A. H. 615. 
* % acknowledged them foi* sovereigns. A. D. 121 a- 

“ The Sultans of Jconia_ of the third branch of the Seljukides, go- *’ etis la 
“ verned in Asia minor , or Anatolia , which the orientals call Bilad- ® rou * 

“ erroum , that is the country of the new Romans ; Azzeddin Keicaous 
“ reigned there. The sceptre, pf thp empire of Constantinople, which 
“ as yet bore sway in some parts of Asia, was at this time in the hands 
•‘jsbffthe French, who bad madfe themselves masters of it, ; A. D. 120^. 
v Heg.-bGl. 

‘‘ T heC hristianafihim ^Palestine w ; ere at th is time in avery ittposture- 
“ they had lost the city and-kingdom of. Jerusalem., which, with many 
“d there, were taken, from them by Sala'din A>D. 1187—Heg, 553. 

“ and there remained in their hands but some few places,, as the city qf 
“Acre or Pioienitcis which Philip Augustus king of France, aided by 
“ Richard king of-England' had conquered, according to theaccountof 
“ William of Tyre, in 1191 or 1192. As also the city of Tyrus, Ceesarea, 

1 “ and Tripoly in Syria. This waspretty near the state of affairs in Asia 
J ‘ at the time of the Moghuls, irruption in 1218 and 1219- While Lewis 
the son of Philip Augustus, according to Calvisius, was employed 
“ against the Albigenses*”. History of Genghizcan the. great, p, p. 

15b, 157. 


* Henry Hid was king of England. 
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CHAP. XI 

A. H. 61517. fttfe-ifonfrih the six hundredahd-'fifteenthajf^te^Hidierahj his 
* —*-*?■— armies beingassembled, and his preparations complete, Jfangueifc set 

^seyr U *' CotlhWeSfe myriads in motion westward, for the territory on, the 

biWfes'bf the Jtyhui*; by a route whichy together with the period ccn- 
sumed'iA'tbe'miatctt^ the author has entirely omitted, to deternamei On 
his arrival, however, in the neighborhood of Girdtur,* ,on the bank# of 
theSeyhfin,or Jaxartes, in the forty*fdiMth degree oflatituxfe, andabout 
the Sixty third of longitude, he consigned the siege ofi.daat place, to 
•his Second and third soils, TchCghatay,’and Ouktay ; Snd ..detaching 
hi^ eldest son, Jdjyi towards Jund on thertme handy and AlakNuyan, 
towards Finatfket, and Khojjendf on the other, he proceeded himself, 
accompanied by his fourth-’ and favorite son, Tuly KHaujah, by the 
orientals entitled, byway ofenainence, UlughNuyan—t-Me grmtAmeir, 
on the way towards Bokhara. 

Appearing unexpectedly before the walls of Zarbouk, or Zarnuk, 
the inhabitants ventured to shut their gates against him, with the 
generous design of defending themselves, while they had arms in their 
hands ; but being dissuaded from their purpose, by the intervention 
and arguments of a Mahommedan chief in the service of Jengueiz, 
whose name was Daneshmund, they ultimately forbore hostilities, and 
wereadmittedto somespecies ofcapitulation by the Moghfil conqueror. 
Their walls were however levelledwith the ground,and their youngmen 
compelled to attend the army; which now proceeded to Nfir, a city 
between Samarkand and Bokhara, which submitted on similar terms. 
But, in this instance, the inhabitants were sternly admonished, for the 
future, to confine themselves to lesi perilous, and humbler habjts of 

* It is also obvious to remark, that the author has omitted to notice the action which 
took place on the march to the Seyhtln, between the Khaurezmian Sultan, and a division of 
the Moghhl army under Jujy Khaun, as mentioned in the history of the kings of Khaurezm; 
hut in which, according to de la Croix, Jengueiz commanded in person. 
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lifc^td the employment's of husbandry, wad the care ef their flocks am! 
herds ; for that their dwellings and all they contained, were to be im¬ 
mediately resigned to spoliation. They were not in a condition to 
resist; and all that belonged to them became, accordingly, the prey of 
-tlnsMoghdl®.^ Jeagueisnow proceeded without obstacle to Bokkdr*; 
in the neighborhood of which he is here said to have encamped, in the 
earlyt part of the Hix\hundred and fourteenth of the Hidjerah. In the 
summary prefixed to his reign by the author, he is however stated to 
have quitted Karakorum l ip the 613 th, an<| to have reached Bokhara in 
the eommettcement of the 617 th of the Hidjerah; to this latter date 
We shall take! the liberty, of adhering. > n \, 

This celebrated city, lying, according to de la Croix, in the fortieth 
degree of north latitude, and about a day’s journey north-east of the 
Oxusj is alleged to derive its namefrom a similar word, signifying in 
the’ language of the Magians, or ancient-Pefsiana, the mart, or empo¬ 
rium of the Sciences ; and it is, indeed; at the period under consider¬ 
ation, described to have been the resort of science, learning, and ge¬ 
nius, from every quarter of the oriental World. But, whatever itssplendor 
ahd renown, it was now destined, like the gem in his signet, to be on 
all sides enclosed by the countless host of Jehgueiz. Nevertheless, 
on the very first night of its investiture,- the Khaurezmian garrison, to 
the number of twenty or thirty thousand, under three of their generals, 
attempted to surprise the camp of the Mdghuls. But as the guards 
of the besiegers, like the unslumbering fortune of their sovereign, were 
'over on the watch, the design was frustrated, and the greater part'of 
those employed to carry it into execution, cut to pieces, The ensii- 
1 ing day, divesting themselves of allidea of further resistance, the prin- 
• cipal* inhabitants of Bokhara threw open the gates, and in all their 
classes, proceeded to implorethe mercy of Jengueiz. 

•Immediately mounting his horse, the Moghhl monarch now entered 
Y the devoted city ; smd'approaching the principal mosque, struck with 
■ its splendid appearance, demanded, if that wasthe palace of the Sultan. 
Being^inhWered' in the negative, and that it was, on the contrary, an 
edifite consecrated to the worship of the supreme God, he introduced 
himself,-nevertheless, mounted as he Was, into the interior of the build¬ 
ing; and proceeded without checking the reins of "his bridle; untiLhfe 
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•A. 'H.' 617. came to the meksArah, or more sacred part. Here he dismounted, amt 
A. D. 1220, ascending the'steps of the mumber, or pulpit, there seated himself with 
■Habeib-us- the utmostmnconfcern, cooly giving orders to bis soldiers. The most 
atyr ' essential of these was, since the’adjaeent plains were entirely destitute 
of fotage of every description, that they were not to lose a! moment, to 
secure provender for their horses. TheTVloghfils proceeded, accord¬ 
ingly, to throw, open the doors of the magazines faiid -gsranahes. 
They sieattered abroad the'sacred sections of tfte-KorAn, from the cof¬ 
fers in which they were deposited*, and hpp3Led them; instead of straw, 
as litter for them horses ; aad after this^ thev-compelled-the venerable 
Sheikhs, and doctors of the law’ of Malioxftmerih to hold their chargers 
by the bridle, while they proceeded to circulate the goblet, and to divert 
themselves with the barbafous strains of their MoghAl music. ,f. 

In the mean time, Jengueia repaired at his leisure to the Eidg&h, (the 
edifice generally erected without the walls of the town, for the cele¬ 
bration of the principal festivals) where he had directed tire whole 
population of Bokhara.to be assembled to receive his commands. As¬ 
cending the tribunal, he first addressed himself in prayer to-the most 
high ; after which, having expressed himself Jin. terms of severe re¬ 
proach against the Sultan of Khaurezm, he thus concluded. “Men 
“of Bokhara! you have been guilty of enormous crimes ; hence the 
“ wrath of God, of whose vengeance I am the instrument, hath, employ- 
“ ed me against you. Of.all the property of this city that is visible, 
“it would be needless to require an. account/ That which 1 demand 
“ is the unreserved, and immediate surrender ©fall that lies concealed.” 
The opulent inhabitants hastened, in consequence, to place at the dis¬ 
cretion of their conquerors, the wholeof their treasures, and effects of 
every denomination; which were taken possession of without abate¬ 
ment, and yet without the application of the torture in any instance 
to force a discovery. But, an order having been early issued by Jen- 
gueiz, that the adherents of the king of Khaurezro should be entirely 
expelled the city ; and it being unhappily discovered that many per¬ 
sons of this description had found protection with the inhabitants, the 
indignation of the vindictive monarch was awakened, and he directed 
the town to be immediately set on fir$. Thus, the huiklings being;in 
- general cased or CQvered with wood, in the course of a single-day, this. 
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noble'and celebrated, <Jitywas cbnmtmed to ashes; nothingindeed'es¬ 
caping the 1 conflagration, but the cathedral,’or principal mosque, and 
such of the public edifices as were constructed of burnt brick. The 
warlike youth ,of thetowa were then commanded to attack the citadel, 
whichstill held outforthe Khaurezmian; and this being also after a bonsi- 
derablefesistance, ultimately reduced, every individual who had bofne 
irms in itsdefence, was put to the sword, add the women and children, 
condemnedito slavery. The castle was levelled with the ground ; and 
it i£ sard that one of the inhabitants, who had escaped into Khorassaun, 
being ddsired to describe the events of which he had been witness, 
replied.in these words : “ They camp—they exfodiated—they bound 
“ —they maasacred^and they consumed” Than which'five words, 
concludes the author, the Persian language does not furnish terms to 
delineate more briefly, or accurately, the fate of Bokhara, on its. con¬ 
quest by the Moghills. The same, or similar words,have been, how¬ 
ever, by others applied to the subsequent rapid and exterminating course 
of these fierce invaders, through the provinces of the Persian empire; 
to which the destruction of Bokhara Was but the melancholy, andfearful 
prelude. 

Recurring to the operations of Tcheghatay and Ougtay, who had 
been charged with the reduction of Otraur, the narrative proceeds to 
relate, that those princes no sooner' appeared in his vicinity, than 
Gh&eir Khaun, the governor, with not less than sixty thousand horse 
under his orders, conceived it prudent to confide his safety to the 
strength of his fortifications ; rather than to the hazard of an open 
conflict in the field of,battle. He provided, however, with activity and 
% vigilance for the defence of the place. At the expiration of five 
months, the situation of the besieged,'notwithstanding every precauf 
tion, verged on extremity ; and at siiqh a crisis, they were abandoned 
by Karautchah llaujeb, (Cariacas of De la Croix) one of the Khaun- 
ezmian generals, who had been expressly appointed by his sovereign to 
provide for the support of Gh&eir Khaun ; but who now entered into 
a correspondence with the Moghuls, and one night quitted the city 
by the gate of the Sufikhaunah, fthe convent of the mystics perhaps) 
•which, he had probably betrayed to the besiegers. Be this as it may, 
the Moghhls poured into the town on thq same flight ; Gh&eir Khaim 
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with twenty thousand of his bravest troops retiring into thfe oitadeK 
Nesctdayjhavihg loaded faich with deseiVedrepcoach for his baseiagca- 
tiftcde to hiskingi, the Shaheidairs put thetraiiOr Karautchahto death ; 
alid driving the whole population crfOtraur to the adjoining plftin^ 
there butchered them without mercy. 

They ntww ootemencbd their attach, upon the citadel, which waS ably 
and gaftahtiy defended by the governor ; who employed ids ouBHerou* 
garrison,, in bold and ffeqtaent sallies to disturb, and retard the opera¬ 
tions of the Mogfoats, until the greater , part had perished sword in 
band, in thefibftoTtibte discharge of their duty. Tfeesiege had been ini 
this roarmcV ptotractetl for the space of a month, not without material 
loss to the besiegers, When the latter »t knt succeeded in .penetrating 
iwtothe eteitie ; the’warlike associates of GhSeir Khaun being-redooedi 
to two poisons only. With these,, however, taking post on the ten-ace 
ef onte oftbedwelKttghoases, he oontinaeditb defend hittiseU} aoud keep 
the enemy at a distahce with bricks and «tot*es, until lie saw his two 
faithful cnmpartttows lifeless by his side. The Moghtids had been ca»- 
tiowed, at all hazards, to take the obnoxious governor ali ve ; hence 
they forbore to assail him wi th their darts or arrows. Bat they at last 
fccdomptished thteirobject'by meredint ®f fmrnrbeits^affid, they'seized and 
effectually secured his person, as ttaey had been directed to do. The 
citadel was i rnmed lately vased to the gr-o und ; andthesuirvnvhaginhabi* 
•ants, with the exception of She mechanics and artificers, who were 
reserved for transportation'to »hre Moghul! teuritory, were -all put to 
death. Tcbeghwtay and Osagtay then proceeded across lfhre Seyhftn, 


icand. ‘Ttoegoveroordf Ofraur Suffered ttbe death to which he had been 
Jtmgdes wired, fntbe KmikiSerr&i,a cosaattrypalaceTiot ifarfrom that city* 
It has been already Observed, that© ft the arrival oftheMoghularmies 
on the Seyhdn, J>ujy Khaun was detached Ip the direction of Jund, or 
Jwid ;* a city 'on the borders Of Tdrloestwtfo, at a short distance from 
that river. In his route towards that place, his anarch appears to have 
ted>him through die iieighhorhoodof-Sughnauk, or Saganac ;to dissuade 


*t)e la Croix, cm the authority of the Rouzut-us-siiffia, reports "fhatit was out of this 
city, and some others in the same country, that twenty Scythian embassadors went tomeCI 
Alexander,—reprofttUetl hia’wixh hk anibitioiitfe*.” 
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the* inhabitants of which fjr'om unavailing hostilities, he dispatched a. A. H. QVf- 
merchant of Bokhara, now in the employment of Jengueiz, of the name A> P- 122Q ‘ 
of Hussion HSjy. TJb.is person had, however scarcely ^entered the town ? Hal^ib-.us- 
and before he had well explained the object of his ipission, jyhen he SCy!V 
Was assailed by the licentious apd misguided multitude^ and, to th^e cry 
of the fcekbeir, insmediat^ty put Ijo de^th. $.n act of such daring and 
unwarraojiabje violence naturally excited ijn the Moghul prince fhe ut¬ 
most indignation yjaad he hastened, with .the fpry of an anjpy lion, to 
avenge the outrage, calling upon his sofdiers not ip i;elax iff their e?cer~ 
tioris, until they were masters of .the plage. The j^ghdls eyer^ed 
themselvgs with mqre than ordinary zeal. In t,wo days the wretched 
gity was subverted to the very foundations, and every living creature 
put to th,e sword. Slaving consigned the ruins of Spghnauk to the 
son of Hpssqn'J$&jy, the march of Jfijy was next directed to Ouzkupd, 

(situated in the latitude of forty, fopr) which capitulated without resist¬ 
ance ; and thence, retrograde as it would appear, tp Asaush, Asliaush r 
or Taushkent ; the inhabitants of w,hicb, picking p'determined and 
gallant defence, were for the greater part cut topiqcesv 

These sanguinary executions being described to Kutlug.Khaun, the 
governor of Jfijnd, with circumstances of aggravated hqrrqr,.appear to 
have deprived t hi"nrof that firmness, with which it was necessary to bra^ve 
the approaching storm, with any prospect of success;and, he Rrudently 
withdrew into Khaurezm. On this, pn officer df the name ofTpheijir 
temur (Gitmur of de-la-Croix) was depu ted on t he part of the Moghul, 
prince, to confer with the Jundiaps ; but, perceiving atq on o,the peor 
pie, indications-which menaced his life, the agent by ^ojne seasonable 
piece of address, contrived to elude the design, and returned without 
delay to his general . On the fourth day of Sulfur pf the six hundred au.d' 
seventeenth* of the Ilidjerah, Jtijy prese^tedhimself, before thetoyvn; 
of which the inhabitants,.after, secuyingthegates, aresaid? l.ikeunconcern-* 
ed spectators,, to have taken their spats on the ramparts ;nnd, as if they had. 
been fastened fo^heir posts by fhe operation of enchantment, to have 
looked quietly on, while,the Moghuls laid their bridgesacross the ditcji^ 
fixed their ladders to the walls, a.nd scaled the parapets ; ,and descend* 


Vol. it 


* SHnth Qf April,.A. B, 1220. 

a V 




A. H. 017 
A? ft. 1220 

iia Ueih -US- 

«ejk ' i 


. ing tq the interior of the works, proceeded without the,sm^ljleat njo-. 
; lestation, to open the jg^tep to their fellow soldiers from withoqt. ,Thig 
, done, the populatiop was as usual driven, like cattle for the slaughter, 
to'the adjoining plain; and their property swept off by a general pillage. 
But, as they had forborne all shew of resistance, tlje lives of the inha¬ 
bitants were in this instance spared, with the exception of two or three 
unfortunate miscreants, who had spoken with insolence to Tcheinte- 
mur. The government of Jund was conferred on Khaujah Ally Ghe- 
jendwauny; after which, Jujy also proceeded to rejoin his father. 

The reduction .of Finauket, (oras it is sometimes called Tunkaut) 
and Khojend, had been allotted to Alak, or Elak Nuyan. Of the for¬ 
mer city, which is said to lie*in the forty third degree of latitude,* 
■dependent on Alshaush, thegarrison was, forthe greaterpart, cpmposcd 
of Kankuly Tartars ; who, with their governor Eylenku Melek, retired^ 
Wifhintheir works, immediately on theapproach of the MoghtUgeneral. 
They were shortly afterwards invested by the enemy, and,,for three 
d'ays,*manfully exerted themselves in the defence of the place ; but, at 
the expiration'of that short period, requesting to capitulate, they eva¬ 
cuated the town on the fourth, and were on the spot immolated in their 
Own blood. The operations of Elak Nuyan were next employed against 
Khojend, a well known and respectable city on the Seyhun, in 41-25 
of latitude, and within seven days journey of Samarkand, on the side 
of Ferghaunah. The place was, at this period, under the government 
ofTeymur Melfek ; than whom, the wide extent of the Khaurezmian 
monarch’s dominions did not then furnish an abler, or a braver prince. 
He bad, moreover, in his train one thousand warriors of established 
renown, each of whom might boast that he was inferior only to the 
most distinguished heroes of Persian story. With these, he is ulti¬ 
mately said to have retired into the citadel, constructed in the middle 
of the stream; from which, with indefatigable activity, and to their in¬ 
finite loss and’inconvenience, he continued for a long time to harass, 
and annoy his Moghul assailants. After all, when reduced to the last 
extremity, he embarked the whole of his family, and followers, in se¬ 
venty covered boats, on the Seyhun^ or river of Khojend ; each of which 
is described by the orientals as a most delightful place of residence. Sec de la Croix's 
history. 
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tiad bee'll ^previously overlaid, in order to protect them against the darts A.H. 617, 
and fird works of the enemy, with a composition of clay and vinegar-* A I220 ‘ 
He stationed himself in one Of the last of the vessels^ and committed the 
whole, with the fleetness of the morning breeze, to glidealengthestream. ac ^ r * 

As Sbon as his departure became known to the Moghuls, *they pur¬ 
sued, with equal perseverance and activity, along the banks of the ri ver,* 
from whtchthey perpetually assailedhim with darts, and eVerv’species of 
missile ; while lie repelled, with the skillof an archer who never missed 
hiS* aim; Until, either designedly or by accident/his little armament 
took the'ground, at a particular spot, probably on the left bank of the 
river. H ere he disembarked, and continued His retreat By land ; occa-‘ 
sionallV halting to make head against his pursuers, while his family 
and baggSge, made the best of their way fo-aplace of safety. At last,, 
the whole of hiS escort having perished, and his family secured be- ; 
yond the reach of the enemy,' he found himself entirely alone ; with’ 
not more than three arrows in his quiver, one of which was without, 
a head. In' this forlorn and hopeless situation lie’ rode on, though, 
very closely pursued' by three Moghul troopers ; when, observing the 
pertinacity With which they seemed to press upon him,' lie 1 made a short, 
turn rohnd/’and lodged his headless arrow in the'eye of one ? ofhis pur- J 
suers. The 'others dVew off upon this, and suffered him to continue his^ 
retreatwithOutfurther molestation infoKliaurezmwhere he ultimately 
arrived in safety'.. 

From Khaurczrii, at a subsequent period', Teymiir' Melek retired’ 
iiito Per si air Irak, add' ultimately into Syria; where he continued' until 
these dreadful calamities had exhausted their violence.. Impelled by* 
the'desire of rdvisiting‘tile land of his birth, lie'their returned to the 
neighboring province of Eerghaunah ; from.whence; at a proper oppor¬ 
tunity lie Conveyed himself to Khojend;. ITere, he learnt on inquiry; 
that, having acCortipafiTed the person of Bhutu, the son ofJujy Khaun, 
in his progress through that country, his son had been put in ■posses¬ 
sion' of his property. "With this son he Sought, and obtained an inter¬ 
view ; at which hd demanded’ whether, if fortune restored his long lost 
paient, lie thought fie ‘should 1 recognize him. The son: replied, that 
at the period of their separation, he was but an infant at the breast of 
his nurse ; but, that there still existed in the place &n individual, m the 
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A, H- ,017. hp_niblecpndlti<?T) of a slave, to whom bjs features might yet be JamV 
A. tj. 1220, ii ar This slave was accordingly sent for, and he without hesitation 
«^- us ' acknowledged the identity of his former lord. The circurnstapce of 
* * fiis re-appearance soon circuiatingthrough T 6 fkesl;aun,TeyintlrMeIek, 
in the hope that he might be permitted to participate in the liberality 
of that magnanimous monarch, who had by this time succeeded to the 
throne of Jengueiz, conceived thedesign of proceeding immediately to 
&e presence of Ougtay Kaan. On his journey, it was his misfortune' 
to meet with Kedkaun Oghlan, one of the numerous offshoots of the 
imperial family, by whom he was directed to be immediately manacled; 
and who in that state proceeded to question him, as to the various con¬ 
flicts in which he had been engaged. The brave old chief had accord- 
irigly commenced the recital of his exploits, when, accident, or his 
evil genius, ushered to the spot the very Moghul in whose eye he 
had lodged the headless arrow, on his retreat from Khojend ; and, as 
iie also proceeded to interrogate him on the same subject, with a 
freedom, or insolence, to which he was little disposed to submit, 
Teymur Melek was nottobe restrainedfromreplyingwithequalhaugh- 
tiness and asperity; which awakening the displeasure of Kedkaun 
Oghlan beyond all moderation, that prince discharged an arrow 
•with such force through the body of the unfortunate Khaurezmian, 
that he instantly breathed his last. The siege of IChojend, and the ad¬ 
venturous retreatof this gallant chieftain, have been given more in detail 
by the elder Oe-la-croix, in his history of Genghizcan ; but we have 
conceived it sufficient |o. adhere to the above brief narrative, derived 
from the original statementof Khondemeir, the author of the work now 
before 11s. It remains to add^ that having completed the reduction of 
Khojend, Elak Nuyan like the other generals, proceeded towards Sa¬ 
markand; in the neighborhood of which, Jengueiz had been, now for 
some time, encamped with the main body ofhis armies. 

The city b,f Samarkand, which Jengueiz was at this period proceeding 
to reduce, is said, by De la Croix, according to the determination of 
Ulugh Beg, to lie in the fortieth degree of north latitude, in the anci¬ 
ent Sogdiana ; both the territory by which it is surrounded, equally 
celebrated for its fertility and amenity, and the river which passes un¬ 
der its walls on the north side, being known to thisday, by the name 
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of Soghd, During theVlnter, in which he fatally resolved on these- A. H. 0L7. 
parationand dispersi'onofhisforce,Sii 1 tanMahoBnraed had left, not with- A. D. 1-221. 
standing, for the defence of this noble city, a body of one hundred and Mabeib lis¬ 
ten thousand men ; and the multitude of its population is moreover ***** 
described to have been such as to surpass the powers of calculation. 

But, in order to enable ;them *he more vigorously to resist the formi¬ 
dable attack withwhiohtheywere men aced v thenjultitudinousgarrison, 
assisted by the inhabitants, added-to the ordinary defences oftbetown 
by a-line-of 'breastworks and intrenchments,*if notan entire rampart, 
with which they surrounded it at different points ; and the ditch being 
made to communicate at the extremities with the river, it could of 
course be at all tiroes filled with water. A consideration of these cir¬ 
cumstances is said to have operated with Jengueiz, to employ himself 
and the princes his sons, in the previous reduction of Bokhara, and of 
the other cities of Transoxiana, and Turkestauri. But wheri his mind 
had been set at rest by the accomplishment of these minor undertak¬ 
ings, henolongerdelayedtheexecutionofhisdesignagainstSaxnarkand; 
before which he appeared, in tremendous force, in the latter part of 
Zilhudje*of the six hundred and seventeenth of the Hidjerab, fixing 
bis head quarters in theKouk, or Gougserrai; the country palace in the 
neighborhood of that city, already mentioned; where he was successively 
joined by the princes and his other generals, on the termination of the 
services on which they had been severally employed. 

Having enjoyed a short, and unmolestedrepose of two days, Jengueiz' 
was suddenly, and resolutely assailed in his quarters on the third, by 
*the Khaurezmian generals; who succeeded in Cutting to pieces a great 
number of the Moghfil troops, and retired in'triumph into the town, 
with a multitude of prisoners. But, on the fourth day, Jengueiz at 
the head of his whole army, attacked the place on all sides, with such, 
irresistible impetuosity, that the garrison no longer thought it safe to 
trust themselves witlioilt the gates. On the fifth night, a difference 
of opinion arose among the besieged’; part evincing a disposition to ca¬ 
pitulate, while the .other, faithful to its engagements with the king of 
Khaurezm, persevered in a determination to resist to the last extremity. 


* February, A, D. 1221,. 
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Atthedawn ofthe ensuing day, however, the Kauzy, with theShaikh- 
ul-isshtiwn, or patriarch of the believers, at the head of a party of the 
nobles, came out of the town ; and being conducted to the presencer 
of Jengueiz, implored his mercy for themselves and fellow citizens. 
The Moghul monarch assured them, as far as their Own persons were- 
concerned,of perfect safety from theeffeCts of his impending vengeance 1 , 
and permitted.them to return into the city; of which, withoutfuither 
security, they immediately threw open one of thegates, called the gate 
pf the Noma-ozghh-—place of prayer;'or mosque. The besiegers in¬ 
stantly poured into the town-; and- having set apart the Kauzy and 
Shaikh-uliisskum, and fifty; thousand of thek friends and dependants,, 
and driven the remaining population according-td custom, to the plains 
without the gates; betook themselves to the usual scenes of pillage and 
outrage. On the day following, they proceeded to attack the citadel'; 
ofwhiehthegQY@rnbr,AlepKbaun,perceiv!ng-no©therprospectafrelie£. 
with one thousand of the bravest ofthe garrison, with minds prepared 
for death, nobly cut his way through the ranks of the assailants ; and f 
on the borders of Persian- Irfek, ultimately j lined his master, with the 
appalling intelligence of the lost state of Transoxiana. Jengueiz be¬ 
came master ef the citadel,, on bhe’same day on which Alep Khauri 
succeeded in effecting his escape from it. Nearly thirty thousand 
of the Kimurezmian garrison with their officers, were put to the sword ; 
thirty thousand of the citiaens,.and manufacturers, or merchanics, were 
selectecDby tile conqueror, anddivided between his sons and relatives,, 
for the punpose of conveying the aits of peace and luxury among the 
uncivilized tribes, of Tartar^; and, taking from the most opulentof the* 
surviving inhabitants, a contribution of two-hundred thousand dinaur^ 
as a ransom for their-lives, he appears to have been satisfied without 
exposing-them to further molestation. 

of While he was preparing for the siege of Samarkand; intelligence was 
conveyed to Jengueiz,. that S-ultan Mahommed, with a splendid escort; 
andamindoppressedwkh'alarm, wasflyingthrough-Khorassaun towards 
Irak Ajem ; in consequence*of whicfo Jubbah, or Hubbah Nuyan, So- 
jsyeydai Bahauder, and Touktcher, or Touquer, another Moghul chief; 
with thirty thousand horse, or three tomayps,. were immediately dis¬ 
patched in pursuit of the'fugitive monarch*. Their instructions- were. 
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to prosecute their march with the utmost celerity, and without allow¬ 
ing themselves the smallest respite, until the inveterate foe of their 
sovereign was in their hands ; in the event, however, that they should 
find themselvesovermatchedby superiorforce, they were to"avail them¬ 
selves of some advantageous position, and to transmit an immediate 
report of their danger. In conformity with theseinstructi'ons, the. three- 
Moghul captains .drew off towards Khorassaun, and separately crossed 
the Arnuyah, or Oxus, about the end of the latter Rebbeia .of the six 
hundred and seventeenth of the Ilidjerah •* the two former generals, 
with'their divisions, proqeeding towards Herat. Being met by agent- 
with, assurances of submission from Amein Melek, the prince dr gover¬ 
nor of that city, these two appear to have passedon, without molesting the- 
place; but Touktcher, the other commander, taking the same direction, 
and com ingbefore,HeraLt, after his collegues had left it, obstinately closed 
his ears against every thing that the prince could allege in proof of his 
recent aecomrqodation, and immediately commenced hostilities for the 
reduction of the town. Being however killed by an arrow, this noble 
city escaped forthe present,the Moghuls hasteningon thedeath of.their 
leader, after Jubbah and Soweydai; whom they overtook in the neigh-' 
borhood of Zawah, a city then of moderate size, said to lie in the thirty 
sixth degree of latitude, between Herkt, and Neyshapur.- The Moghul 
generals had required from the inhabitants a supply of forage and pro¬ 
visions, and had been peremptorily refused. But, as they were in haste 
to prosecute the object oftheir march, they were defiling from the neigh¬ 
borhood, without resenting this hostile spirit on the part of the town; 
when the silly inhabitants proceeding from their walls to insult them, 
with expressions of obscene and abusive ribaldry, the indignation of 
the two chiefs was roused,-and they determined to chastise the insult. 
They instantlv countermarched, and invested the town ; and having 
made themselve masters of it in the course of three days, they mas¬ 
sacred the whole of the inhabitants ; and, that a vestige might not 
remain to indicate that the spot had ever been the residence of a hu¬ 
man being, they broke up, and consumed to ashes every article that 
they could find either in, or belonging to this ill-fated town. 

beginning of July 1220, 
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After this severe eX&mple of veftgeaaee, they proceeded toNeysha- 
pur, placed by De la Croix in the same latitude with Tfisse, that of 
thirty seven n orth; the latter ty being however con siderably to the n orth 
east. Neyshaptir appears for the present to have escaped the cruelties 
of these barbarians ; Jubbah Nuyan there separating from-his collegue* 
and directing his march for Maza&deraun by the route of Jowein; while 
Soweydai took that of Tusse, where, on his arrival, he made a dreadful 
slaughter of the inhabitants. IVOtn thence he proceeded into ftau- 
dcgan, which for the 4 eHght he experienced in its beautiful rural- 
Scenery, itsfcweads atld meandering streams, he was induced to spare. 
But, for this temporary departure fromth-e ordinary couTseof desolation^ 
he made himsdlf aiAphs amends by the atrocities in whrch'he indulged,, 
soon afterwards,at ffefiushaUn atrdiEshrSei'n^and lajtterlyat 'D'inraghaun; 
on the-Kcentio*«s and disdlderly multitude of which towns, he inflicted; 
the direst calamities . 1 Having marked. ^Hrs course through. Mazan- 
deraun with the same desolating ravages, and left a partof his division, 
to besiege one of the castles of that country, in which the family of 
Sultan M shammed, bad'taken refuge, Jubbah Nftyan drew off to the 
left into the territory otdRU, 6 rRey, (the'Rages‘df scripture): situated! 
in thirty five degreeis thirty five minutes of north latrtude,. fou.r days, 
jburney from KeyShaphr; being joined shoftly afterwards, in; the same- 
territory, by his collegue Soweydai. 

■At this period, the unhappy city was rent asunder by the inveterate* 
animosities -prevailing^between the- two sects of Shaffai and:Haneifah; 
wha persecuted eadh other with mortal and unrelenting hostility.. 
Hence , 1 on the approach erfthe-Mbghjils, the Shaifaites hastened to join 
them, urging the gterierafetodestroyonchalf oftheir nati ve city, because 
that half was occupied by the rival-sect. Thetownwas accordingly 
no sooner in possession df'the i«¥aders,’than the wretchedHaneifites. 
were■ immediately ’butchered without mercy. Theopposite sect were 
pot, however; suffetedHto enjoy their, triumph for many days; for the 
two genemiS, not* unjpstly, reasbflingthatiittle faith was to be reposed* 
in a description of men-vVh’o could devote their fellow, citizens to the 
slaughter, with such’unSpariWg-malignity, without, much ceremony 
dispatched them to the same bourne with.fcheir. detested.rivals. 

Soweydai now- proceeded northward to. Kazvein, situated in thirty 
Seven, north, between Rai and Ebher ; Jubbah moving westward, in 
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the direction of Hamadaun. On his arrival at Komtn, said to lie in 
thirty four degrees forty five minutes north, about midway between 
Kazvein and Isfahaun, the latter general, still at the wicked suggestion 
of rival sectaries, here described to be SAnnihs, caused the whole po¬ 
pulation of the place to be put to the sword. He consented, however, 
on his arrival in the neighborhood of Hamadaun, to some species of 
accommodation, with Mejid-ud-dein the son of Alla-ud-doulah, of the 
race of Ally. But, directing his course towards Gorzroud, and Khor- 
remabad, he converted the former into a heap of smoking ruins, and 
the latter, from the mansion of delight, into the abode of melancholy 
and woe; enclosing the inhabitants of Nihawend on the other side in 
the very web of pain and wretchedness, and exhibiting in every country 
which he found abandoned by its legitimate protectors, and this he dis¬ 
covered at almost every step, the same dreadful lessons of slaughter 
and desolation. At Kazvein, Soweydai, on his part, was sufficiently 
active in extending the sweep of extermination ; having put to the 
sword not much less than fifty thousand of the unresisting inhabitants. 
After which, these two wandering and unrestrained hycenas again re¬ 
united, to pass the winter of the six hundred and eighteenth of the 
Hidjerah, on the boundaries of llli. 

Early in the spring, they proceeded in concert to invade the province 
of Azerbayjaun ; exhibiting the ordinary scenes of pillage and massacre, 
at Zenjaun, Ardebeil, and Soraut ; andfrom this latter place they has¬ 
tened in full career to Tebreiz, the destruction of which was, however, 
for tlurpresent averted by a magnificent ransom forwarded totheMoghui 
generals by Atabek Ouzbek the governor; who conceived it prudent, 
perhaps on any terms, to purchase their forbearance. Part of the fol¬ 
lowing winter, that of six hundred and nineteen,* they passed in can¬ 
tonments, or quarters, at Moghan, on the banks of the Kurr and Oras; 
but, before the season was expired, they crossed into Gurgestaun, or 
Georgia, where they committed deplorable havoc among the natives. 
In the course of the same year, they signalized their barbarons rage at 
Merauglui, Hamdan, and Khoui, Sel|pauss, Nakhtchuaun, Beylekaun, 
and Shamaukhy, all in the neighborhood of the rivers, just alluded to; 


A. H. 618. 
A. P. 1221, 

Habeib-u»» 

«eyr. 


VOL. II. 


* A. D. 1222. 
3 U“ 



M4 

A. If. 618. esttgfldiug their inroads the same time, ae far thfey had an oppois 

A. D. 12 - 21 . tun it y, into the territory of Shirvaun. 

Habeib us- The Moghul captains began at last to difectftheir views to the,plan; 
sejr " which they had probably long since had in contemplation, of pene¬ 
trating to their native country, through the Shirvaman Derbund. Be¬ 
ing* however, entire strangers, to the road they proceeded to remove 
the difficulty by the following expedient. An intelligent agent was 
dispatched on their part to the prince of Shirvann, who had shut himself 
UP in. one of the impregnable strong-holds, of the country, to assure him 
that they harboured no designs hostile to his government; andto'pro* 
pose that he should send to their camp some respectable person, with 
whom they might come 1o an explanation of the past, and to a solemn 
engagement for. the future. Rejoicing at a proposal, apparently so 
moderate and pacific, the prince of Shirvaun immediately deputed ten 
of his. principal officers, to confer with the Moghvtls. The moment 
they reached the camp of the invaders, the head of one of the deputies 
was struck off,andthe remainderapprized, that it' they honestly pointed 
out the road which, led through the pass ofDerbund, their lives would 
be safe ; otherwise, the fate of their associate inevitably awaited them. 
Intimidated by the prospect of immediate destruction, the men con¬ 
sented to become the guides of their betrayers; whom they conducted 
accordingly, without further obstacle, to Derbund. Here again, the 
Moghfils having glutted themselves with blood and spoil, passed on¬ 
wards oh their march into Tfirkestaun ; leaving on their way, among 
the Alans, and in the territory of Orfis (of the Russians) the same fear¬ 
ful memorials that had marked their progress through KJiorassaun and 
lrkk. They had probably by this time crossed the Volga, or Attel, and 
they availed thenaselvss of the opportunity to transmit to Jengueiz, 
who was now returned to his hereditary dominions, a narrative of 
their proceedings. This has carried us far beyond the regular course 
.©f the history ; and we shall now pause to remark in the words of our 
original, thatfromthe above rapid’detail, may be formed some estimate 
Of the terror impressed, by. the irresistible might;'and inipetaosi-ty of 
the Moghul armies ; say Bather, of the height to which the wrath of 
an avenging God had. been excited against the nations of that period 
of time; for, to the wrath of God aiqne could it be ascribed, that of nearly 
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'one hundred potentates bfh6 ignoble rank, Who then governed in the A. H. ew. 
' ffeftite afidpophlouX regions dfkhorassaun and Irak, with soldiets an- A ‘ * 221 ' 
numbered Under theii* authority, and resources inexhaustible at will, Habelb-us- 
lVot one was inspired td tttake as much as a single effort, to cothbat *^ r * 
bnd oppose the feroCiouk herd of barbarians, who thus desolated with 
Impunity', and coveredivith blood and massacre, a land whieh, in beau¬ 
ty and improvement rhight, at least, be justly said to rival the boasted 
productions of Chinese painting, if it did not excite the envy of heaven 
itself. 

Wheh he had allowed himself a repose of some days, after the capture 
of Samarkand, Jengueiz detached his three eldest sons, Jujy, Tchegh- 
atay, and Ougtay, to reduce the province of Khaurezm. Jurj.au hi ah, 
by the Tartars called Ourgonje, was the noblest of its cities, and, at the 
period under consideration, the metropolis of the khaurezmian mon¬ 
archy. According to De-la-Croix, Oh the authority of Abul teda, it 
lay in the forty-second degree of north latitude, on the western side of 
the OX Lis, and about six Short days journey from the Caspian : ahd it 
was, according to olir author, the assemblage of every thing that is 
excellent, whether in arts or arms, to a degree, beyond which it would 
be impossible for the imagination to form an idea. At the treipendous 
crisis, which was noW approaching, the government of this superb city 
had devolved tolCheiiiartekeih, a near relative of the mother of Sultan 
- Mahommed ; arid the defence might have been expected to be in pro¬ 
portion to the vast, and important interests consigned to his charge. 

With an army, which like the awful visitations of heaven, is sard to 
have far surpassed the ordinary measure of human calculation, thethree 
imperial prinqps, in conformity with their fathers instructions, entered 
khaurezm. ’I'he advanced, or light troops, appeared in sight of the 
capital; and they were proceeding to drive away the cattle from under 
the very walls, when the Kliaurezmians, deceived by the apparent in¬ 
significance of their number's, issued from the gates both horse and 
foot in formidable strength, and impetuously assailed the .Moghuls. 

The latter, in order to lead them the mofe_ effectually into the snare, 
retired withjafl the appearancesof alarm and dismay; occasionally. how¬ 
ever, making a stand against their unsuspecting pursuers, until they drew 
them to the liaugli-e-khorrem ; a pleasure garden abbtit a ftft-SaOg; ec 
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league, from the suburbs, where the main body of the advanced guard 
of their enemies, lay in ambuscade for their reception. The Khaur- 
ezmians were from every quarter immediately attacked with equal 
fury and impetuosity They fled in their turn, and were pursued with 
dreadful slaughter into their very gate? ; the Moghuls entering pell- 
mell with the fugitives into the streets of the town, without abandon¬ 
ing the pursuit until they reached the quarter called the Tunnowerah, 
or quarter of the bakers ;* when, the sun then setting, they conceived 
it prudent to withdraw to their main body ; the loss of the Khaurez- 
mians, from sunrise to sunset on this fatal day, being estimated notfar 
short of one hundred thousand men. 

Two days subsequent to this event, the city was formally invested, 
on every side, by the whole of the Moghul army ; but, before they 
commenced the operations of the siege, the three princes invited this, 
and the neighboring towns of Khaurezm, to submit peaceably to the 
authority of Jengueiz. Such proposals were, however, not destined 
to produce the slightest effect; those to whom they were addressed, 
proceeding by every method which they could devise, or put in prac¬ 
tice, to harass and annoy their besiegers ; who, on their part, employed 
their utmost activity and exertions, to counteract and repel the efforts 
of the besieged. Hostilities had thus continued with mutual destruc¬ 
tion,and the siege been protracted for a period of considerable duration, 
to the great injury of the city, which had been in many quarters ei¬ 
ther consumed or laid in ruins, by the stones, and pots of burning 
naphtha, discharged by the Moghtils from their warlike machines, 
when the design was conceived of cutting off, or diverting to another 
quarter, the branch, or canal of the Oxus, which supplied the town 
with water. Three thousand men were accordingly set at work to 
execute the design, when it was discovered by the Khaurezmians, who 
hastened without delay, and in great force to attack the workmen ; 
the whole of whom, after Some resistance, they succeeded in cutting 
to pieces. 

Animated by this partial advantage, the Khaurezmians exerted them¬ 
selves with redoubled vigor and activity in the defence of their capi- 

* It was probably in the suburbs, for the MoghAls would scarcely have withdrawn if they 
had once penetrated into the city. 
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tal; and arferious misunderstanding, ahout tfcesame time, -arising A. W. m«. 
between the princes Jfljy and Tcheghatay, aperiodof five months was A. D. 1221 . 
-consumed, before the MoghAls had made any material advancement BaBeib u»* 
towards the reduction of the place. This want of harmony among se ^ r ‘ 
fhe brothers was no sooner made known to. Jengueiz, .than he trans¬ 
mitted instruction^ that the command of the siege should be imme¬ 
diately transferred to Ougtay; and that the two elder brothers, with 
the whole of their subordinate generals, should submit without reserve 
to the authority of that prince. The attention of Ougtay was first 
directed to bring about a reconciliation between his brothers; and 
that point accomplished, and discipline and order restored, which had 
been recently weakened by a clashing of interests and authority, he 
hastened by a steady and well concerted plan of operations, to urge his 
arduous undertaking to a conclusion. A most sanguinary and des¬ 
tructive contest immediately ensued; and the Moghuls gradually 
working a passage through the fortifications, and successively beating 
the lvhaurezmians from house to house, and from street to street, found 
themselves at last, after a most memorable and gallant resistance, in 
entire possession of the ruins of this great metropolis. The surviving 
inhabitants were then driven like cattle, according to custom, to the 
plain without the walls ; about one hundred thousand of the mechan¬ 
ics and manufacturers were set apart, and the younger men, women, 
and children, condemned to slavery; after which, the remainder of the 
garrison and inhabitants were consigned, in lots of four and twenty 
each, to the soldiers of the Moghfil army, for slaughter ; and it is said 
that the victims thus sacrificed in cold blood to the demon of ven¬ 
geance, exceeded a hundred thousand human beings. In the Kho- 
laussut-ul-akhbaur it is positively stated, that the number of the sol¬ 
diers employed in this horrible butchery was one hundred thousand ; 
and that of the slaughtered, two million four hundred thousand, which 
surpasses all belief. The capture of Ourgunje took place some time 
in the six hundred and eighteenth of the Hidjerah, and is described 
with ample detail, in De la Oroix s history. 

Those, continues our author, who have undertaken to be the narra¬ 
tors of these tristful and sanguinary events, proceed to describe, that 
- after he had detached his sons to the conquest of Khaurezm, Jenguez 
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A! H.^618. passed the spring of the year (618) on the confines of the territory, if 

a t\ '■naa " 

notin the vicinity, of Samarkand; having it in his contemplation to pos- 

Habeib-us- sess )ri mse jf 0 f s anr j t0 demolish, the fortress of Termed, at fhe passage 
? of the Jeyhftn, in the thirty-seventh degree of latitude. He removed 
his batfi'p, however, to pass the stiihmer at Nakhsh'eb, and there con¬ 
tinued until about the autumnal quarter ; when he finally drew his 
armies tbwards Termed. Confiding to the strength of their works, 
‘but more particularly to the waters of thfe Oxus, by which they were 
'surrounded, the inhabitants of this place had determined on an' obsti¬ 
nate defence; and accordingly when the Moghflls approached within 
range of theirtliissiles, they fouhd themselves assailed by VblliesofstOnes, 
darts, and every species of annoyance. Every effort of superior force, 
skill and activity, became therefore necessary to hasten their subjli¬ 
gation. In the short space of ten days, the toWn was reduced to a heap 
of ruins, its towering ramparts overthrown into the stream of the 
Jeyhftn, and every individual of the inhabitants, without distinction of 
6ex, rank, or age, put to the sword. On this occasion it is said, that 
the Moghdl soldiers being about to put one of their female prisoners 
to death, she assured them, that if they spared her life she would pitt 
them in possession of a pearl of inestimable value ; and unhappily ac¬ 
knowledging that she had swallowed the jewel, these monsters in hu¬ 
man shape immediately ripped up her belly- The example was hi- 
stantly followed throughout the town ; every inhabitant living,, or dead, 
being cut up and mutilated in the same manner, in the expectation of 
finding some similar deposit. After this important capture, which 
secured him the passage of the Oxus, Jengueiz withdrew hisr ariAy io 
the territory of Languert and Semaunah, where he passed the-winter 
of six hundred and nineteen ; while a division of his trOops was em¬ 
ployed in Badukhshaun to compel the submission of that country, 6r 
to cover it with desolation in case of resistari.ee. 

In the spring of the year, Jengueiz proceeded by the passage of Te'r- 
med, across tire JeyhAn, directing his march for B41kh; which, accord¬ 
ing to De la Croix on tile authority of Abulfeda, lies irr thirty six de¬ 
grees forty one minutes north, in a most fertile plain-foot leagues dis¬ 
tant from the mountains, and eight only from the celebrated tivCr just 
mentioned: beiilg watered by the DCfrdk*a tributaryStream Which dis». 
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Charges i.UeJf into-tiM^Eiver^-'at the distance of about, twelve league*.. A. H. eve. 
Hence, it js sometimes said to be situated on a branch of the Jeyhun, A ~ L) ~ 12 " 3 ‘ 
or Oxufi. At this eventful period of its history, it is described to Habeib-u*- 
have been, ot such extent, as to contain, either within the body of the ' 
town, or the contiguous villages, not less than twelve hundred Ma-* 
homme.dan places of worship, and the same number of public baths, 
for the accommodation and recreation of the inhabitants ; and it was 
at the same time the abode of fifty thousand Seyuds-and Shaikhs, pro¬ 
fessors of the law, and ministers of religion. As soon as they were 
assured of the approach of Jengueiz, the magistrates and principal in; 
habitants, bearing the most costly and magnificent presents, hastened 
to meet him; but, Sultan JPulkul-ud-dein having about this crisis, at 
Gheznein, assembled a respectable force, with which he seemed pre¬ 
paring for some important object of hostility, both their presents* and 
their early offers of submission in behalf of their trembling fellow ci¬ 
tizens, availed' them nothing. The whole population of the town, and 
district, were drowned in their own blood, by the fury of the inexora¬ 
ble Moghuls.—“ The noble city,” said one of the poets, “ he laid-as 
“ smooth as the palm of his hand—its spacious and lofty structures he 
** levelled in the dilst,” 

Having completed the destruction of Balkh, the tabernacle of the 
true faith (Kebtah-ul-isslam) as it is sometimes denominated by the 
orientals, Jengueiz, after detaching his youngest son Tuly Khaun, to 
extend the circle of desolation and havoc through the noble province of 
Khorassaun, proceeded to form the siege of Taulekan ; in thirty seven 
degrees twenty five minutes north, between Bilkh and Meru, about 
seven days journey from the former city, and from its situation on 
the-precipitous mountain of N&krakbh,- the silver mountain,esteemed 
one of the strongest places in Asia, Here, he experienced from the 
garrison, the most formidable resistance ; neither could he accomplish 
the reduction of it, until the expiration of the seventh month of the 
siege; after he had been rejoined by T61y KhaUn from his tour of deso¬ 
lation, and by the other divisions ofhis army which he recalled to his aid. 

The fortress was however ultimately carried by assault; and, as might 
have been expected, every individual it contained put to the sword. 

The Moghul monarch was now on his march towards Gheznein* to 



520 

A. H. 610-20. check the designs of Jullaul-ud-dein, which appear to have given him' 

. . 1222 23. considerable uneasiness ; but his progress was again suspended by the 
^seyr unex P e cted and obstinate resistance of the strong fortress of Bamian, 
situated on a mountain, at the foot of which is said to run one of the 
branches of the Oxus; in thirty four degrees five rftinutes north, about 
ten days journey from B&lkh, and eight from Gbeznein. This place, 
after a most determined and sanguinary defence, was however also in 
the end, carried by storm ; and every living creature, both man and 
beast, puttodeath, in order to gratify the vengeance of the wife of Oug- 
tay, one of whose sons had fallen during the siege. 

Jengueiz now prosecuted his march, without further obstacle to 
Gheznein, and from thence to the banks of the Indus ;* where he de¬ 
feated Jullaul-ud-dein, in the manner formerly noticed in the abridge¬ 
ment of the Khaurezmian history. Balasaghftn, or rather Bala NCkyan, 
one of his generals, with two tomauns, was afterwardsdetached across the 
Indus ; and that fearful instrument of his vengeance, having carried 
plunder,slaughter, and desolation, to the gates of Multaun and Lahour, 
returned at the proper period to rejoin his sovereign. 

At the period already adverted to, when he had reposed from the 
work of destruction and massacre at BMkh, it will be recollected that 
Tidy Khaun was detached by his father to invade Khorassaun. The 
prince led with him, on this occasion, a division of eighty thousand 
horse, here expressly stated to be just one tenth part of the' army of 
Jengueiz ; the total of which must therefore have amounted to eight 
hundred thousand fighting men. Thus formidably accompanied, Tilly 
first presented himself under the walls of Merti-shahjahaun, in thirty 
seven degrees forty minutes north; five leagues below, or to the north¬ 
ward, of the city of the same name on the same river, and equally 
distant, that is twelve days journey, from each of the four celebrated 
cities of Neyshapur, Herat, Balkh, and Bokhara. 

The cityofMerd was at this time governed by Shurf-ud-dein Mft- 
zuffur, ocasionaliy entitled Mejeir-ul-mulk ; one of the most distin¬ 
guished members of the court of Sultan Mahommed the Khaurezmian, 
with a numerous garrison of veteran soldiers,and with abundant means 

* la September, A. D. 1221, according to that account—it should probably be a year later. 
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Of defence and subs)stance. ' Tlins prepared, tfie moment the Moghul A. H. 619-20. 
prince displayed' his numerous legions before the town, Mejeir-ul- A< M22 ~ 2 3 * 
mhlk, at the head of his garrison, resolutely sallied out, and attacked fiabeib ' us ~ 
the invaders ; of whom, in the course of less than half an hour accord- 
rhg to some writers, he cut to pieces to the number of a thousand men. 

Not less surprised, than exasperated at an instance of daring intrepi¬ 
dity, to which'he had not recently been Accustomed, Tilly prepared 
to retaliate with equal fury, and more fetal effect. He put himself at 
the head of some of his bravest troops ; and assailing the garrison in 
the midst of their imagined triumph, instantly drove them back with 
.equal slaughter and celerity into the gates of the town. 

According to other authorities, the son of Jengueiz, having Iain be¬ 
fore Merfi in a state of inactivity for six days, On the seventh directed 
a general attack upon the gate of the Shehrestaun, or exterior wall 
of the city; from which a small body of the garrison had the audacity 
to sally out upon the assailants. They were, however, repulsed at the 
first onset ; their adversaries continuing to press upon their defences 
until night-fall, and then resting Upon their arms wftboutdrawingback, 
until day light should enable them to renew their attack. On the 
eighth day, Mejeir-ul-mfilk conceiving, however, that resistance was 
no longer availing, adopted the sudden resolutionofsubmitting; and dis¬ 
patched Jummaul-ud-dein, one of the most discreet and virtuous of 
t'he inhabitants,’to implore the mercy of the besieger. He received, ini 
replv, every assuranceOfsafety and indemnity, arid having provided, in 
Specie and valuables, a most superb and costly present, repaired, with- 
.out further delay to the pavilion of of the Moghtil prince. He had 
scarcely entered, when he was called upon to furnish without reserve, 
and on the spot, a list of the most opulent of the inhabitants ; and hav¬ 
ing accordingly wrote down the names of two hundred, the commissi¬ 
oners of the spoil proceeded into the town, to exact their property frorar 
the individuals thus distinguished for plunder. The Moghul troops 
were then employed for four days successively, in expelling the wretched 
inhabitants from the city ; and when that was accomplished, and about 
four hundred artificers, and a few boys and girls, had been set apart 
for other purposes, the residue, both male and female, old and'young; 
were distributed in lots of three and four hundred each, to the merciless 
soldierv ; by whom, it is incredible to relate, they were all butchered 
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H. 619-20. with unpitying, and unrelenting, cruelty. Qn this occ^ioD,we are 
D. 1222-33. further apprized, that.a certain SeyudEzz-ud-dein, a,native ojfNissa, 
Habeib-us- was em pi 0 y e j j w ith several assistants, for the space of thirteen days, 
,C ' f “ from morning till night, to take an account of the slain at Mer$ ; and 
that, of those who belonged to the body of. the city alone, exclusive of 
the adjoining villages, the number of fchose who perished, amounted 
to a thousand thousand, and three hundred thousand, and a fraction. 

Having satiated their thirst for blood in the massacre of the iph^)i- 
tants, the Moghuls proceeded to demolish the buildings of Merti ; and 
when that was effected, Tuly Khaun consigned the government of the 
melancholy ruins, with authority to preside over such as might yet 
venture to appear in any quarter, to a certain Zeia-ud-dein Ally, who 
had been excepted from thp general slaughter of his coun try men, from 
a consideration of his secluded habits, andj-etirement from the world ; a 
MoghtHofthenameofBarmaussbeinghowevernominated tosuperintend 
the revenue of the depopulated waste. Tidy then took his departure 
forNeyshapfir; and theremnant who had escaped the carnage gradually 
issuing from the ravines, and caverns in the earth, into which they 
had conveyed themselves, had restored to the town ^ .considerable 
population ; when a band of the savage barbarians, who had by some 
means or other remained in the rear of the Moghul army, unexpectedly 
entered the place; and, determined not to forego their share of human, 
butchery, required that every inhabitant should repair to the plain 
without the city, with each as much grain as he could carry in the skirt 
of his vest, for the supply of the detachment. By this cruel device, a 
further proportion of theinhabitants wasdeemedto perish by thesvyords 
of these atrocious exterminators. A little afterwards, an officer of the 
name of Yauness, who had separated from the division of JubbahNtiy- 
an, and who appears to haye retained some vestige of the feelings of 
humanity, arrived among the mins of Merft ; and exerted himself in 
some degree, to heal the wounds, which were yet bleeding from the 
barbarity ofhis countrymen. In the mean time, Zeia-ud-dein had been 
drawn towards Serkhess, by the disturbances which had been excited 
in that quarter, under Pehlewaun Abu Bukker Diwaunah ; and Bar- 
mauss had also quitted the town, ou his way to Bokhara; when, unhap- 
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pily ascribing the departure of the two chiefs, to some intelligence of 
the approach of Jullaul-ud-dein the Khaurezmian, which had com¬ 
pelled them to abandon the place T a few infatuated miscreants from 
among the inhabitants, without further deliberation, struck up their 
feettle drums, and displayed the standard of revolt. Barmauss, who 
was still in the neighborhoodv-'though upon this he forbore to re-enter 
the town, yet failed not, before he proceeded on his journey, to cut 
to pieces every living being whom he found without the gates. 

The city was soon afterwards taken possession of by Koushkein, with 
a party of the adherents of the Khaurezmian Sultan’s ; and be also 
thought fit to exhibit an example of vengeance, however feeble, by 
putting to death the wretched Zeia-ud-dein, who had recently returned 
from the expedition to Serkhess- But,intelligenceof these transactions 
being poon conveyed to Jengueiz, two Moghfil commanders with five 
thousand men proceeded from Nakhsheb, by order of that monarch, 
to complete the extirpation of the devoted Merflziarrs. By these, the 
town was carried on the first onset, and not much less than one hun¬ 
dred thqusand of the inhabitants added to the list offormer massacres; 
such a population having in this short period re-assembled among the 
ruins. The slaughter over, these commanders.passed on to some other 
quarter ; leaving one of their companions, of the name of Aukmelek* 
properly attended, to dispatch the unhappy few,, whom, hunger or vvanit 
might compel to creep from their hiding places.. This .barbarian, after 
exhausting every device to complete the- etestcuctromof the dtevoted 
inhabitants, as a last expedient, directed one of his followers to give 
the summons to prayer. Deceived by the unexpected call, the me¬ 
lancholy remnant which had shrunk from the- dreadful, spectacles 
that surrounded, into the caverns and sewers beneath the city, once 
more ventured to raise their heads ; and were in an instant doomed to 
share the fate of their slaughtered fellow citizens. Inshort, the des¬ 
truction was sonearly complete, that ofthe vast population ofthrisancient 
and magnificent city, not? more than four hundred individuals, of every 
class and description, wdre left alive- 

It appears, that at the period when Tilly Khaun was about to proceed 
towards Merfl, Toghatchaur GiSrekan, who is bv some considered^ 
a younger brother of Karatchaur Nhyan, had been dispatched by- Jen- 
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gueht, with ten thousand horse, in thte drrejPtion of Neyshapfir, situ¬ 
ated in thirty seven degrees of latitude, and about twelve leagues from 
Tfisse. Mejeir-ul-mhlk Khowaufy, hnd Zeia-ul-mulk Zouzenyi two 
nobles of the court of Sciltah Mafaoihmed the Khaurezmian, and most 
eminent among the’nati ves (of Khorassaun, presided in the town ; and 
were both equally impelled by their 'confidence in a numerous and 
resdlute garrison, and in the-resources of every kind with which the 
place was abundantly supplied, to defend it to the last extremity. 
Thus'animated,, in spite of the previous appalling examples, they 
proceeded to platif, and arrange the various warlike machines on the 
toWe'rs and’ram parts, in order to repel the assaults of the enemy. Of 
this an opportunity was not long wanting! Toghatchaur laid siege to 
theeity ; but being killed by an arrow on the third day of the attack, the 
Moghul troops abandoned the undertaking, immediately on the death 
of their general; and separating into two distinct divisionS 4 the one 
directed their course for Subbuzwaur, where they massacred seventy 
thousand of the Mussulman inhabitants, arid the other forTusse, which 
became the scene of similar enormities. 

Tuly Khaun being, however, at leisure from the desolation of Meru, 
w&sno sooner apprized of the death of Toghatchaur, than he determined 
on employing the force at his disposal in the reduction of Neyshapilr; 

■ and he immediately commenced his march in that direction, detaching 
a division of his army on before, in charge of the catapilltae and imple¬ 
ments of siege, while he followed with the main body ; every indivi¬ 
dual of which, because the country in the vicinity of Neysbapdr was 
-composed of solid rock, he directed for several stages, to carry with 
him a quantity of stones, for the supply of the warlike machines. 
Hence, when the Moghuls in taking up their stations before the walls, 
deposited their burdens in enormous piles, in the view of the inhabi¬ 
tants, Mejeir-ril-mulk and his garrison, were not at a loss to discover 
that they were now to contend witha more formidable description,of 
men, than those whom they had recently repulsed, and, that they were 
not likely to get rid of them so speedily. The contemplation of such 

a spectacle seems, at the same time, at once to have dissipated the 
generous resolution of resistance; since it was immediately.determined 
■under the impression of terror produced by it, to dispatch the Kauzy 
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qf the province, to the presence of Tuly Khaun, in ord/sr to intercede 
for mercy in behalf, the unhappy Neyshapurians. The Moghul 
prince was, however,^qexorably deaf to their supplications, detaining 
the Kauzy a,prisoner in his camp. On Wednesday,th e twelfth of Suf- 
, fur, (A.H. 618)* in the mqrning, hostilities commenced on both sides, 
with equal fury and animosity, and continued without intermission 
until the Friday following. ^Towards-the .close,pf that day, the be¬ 
siegers had succee^d ip filling the ditch in several,places and,com¬ 
pleting their passage across to the Khaukreiz, or fausse bray, from 
. theqee, effected a breach in the,principal rampart. On Saturday 
night, the walls swarmed with the enemy ; and the pext day, pouring 
with united force, into, the devoted city, the Moghfils proceeded to the 
usual \yprk of pillage,and blood. The garrison continued to defend 
themselves, to the last, from the porticos and principal buildings. 
Mejeir-ul-miillc the gqvernor, when resistance appeared to be no lpnger 
availing, attempted to conceal himself, either in the,gallery of a mine, 
or in some excavation af the earth ; but, being soon discovered and 
dragged to light, and making use of harsh and intemperate language 
to his captors, he was dispatched by the most cruel and painful death 
that the spirit of vengeance could devise. 

Resistance beingatanend, and the Moghiilseotiremastersof the city, 
the inhabitants,both maleand female, were driven accordinglocustom to 
the plain without the walls; and there, with theexceptionofahout forty 
mechanics, and most ingenious manufacturers, who were exempted 
from the slaughter, perished the whole of them by iufiispriminate but¬ 
chery. The daughter of Jengqeiz, and widow of Toghatcb^qr (lienee 
the title of Gurekan,son in lavv,) Ll t.hen entered the town ; and to avenge 
the death of her husband, left no,t the vestige of a living, creature in 
the place. It wps nq>y laid under water for seven days ; and the.foun¬ 
dations of every building tbps sapped, t,he whale city was finally le¬ 
velled with theeajrtjh, ;;ndthesitesown.with barley. A work .entitled the 
.the history of Khoqassaun, is here cited to inform us, that it.occupied 
,, twelve days tomqmber the bodjejs of, those who perished at Npysha- 
pur; and it is affirmed, that exclusive of wq$qe l n i an4 children, they 
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A> H. 619-20. amounted to the horrible total of one million seven hundred and forty 
A. D-12-22.23. sevtn thousand. Tilly Khaun now returned to carry his designs against 
Ha seyr US Heraut into execution, leaving a detachment of his troops to destroy 
the wfetched remnant, that might yet have escaped the frightful mas¬ 
sacre just recorded. And, should the number of those, who, on this 
and other occasions, fell a sacrifice to the indiscriminate vengeance of 
the Moghfils,appeartosurpasstheboundsofcredibility,we have unfor¬ 
tunately to add, what is but too probable, that the whole population 
of the surrounding country might have crouded within the walls of 
the principal cities, for protection against the exterminating fury of 
their invaders ; and thus served to accumulate an hundred-fold the sad 
list of victims immolated by the sword of the destroyer. 

Having acquitted himself as above, in the entire desolation of Ney- 
shapdr, Tilly disclosed the design of proceeding next against the cele¬ 
brated metropolis of Her&t: the supposed Aria of the Grecian historic 
atis; situated in thirty four degrees thirty minutes north** and two- 
leagues from a mountain still distinguished as the resort of M'agian 
superstition. In the requisite series of marehes he arrived accordingly, 
and pitched bis camp among the delicious lawns, and groves of Mes- 
hertu. From thence he dispatched an agent,, of the name of Zeubflr, to 
the magistrates of this splendid city, to require that the governor, the 
Kauzv, the Khateib, or public orator, and all the most distinguished 
inhabitants should repair to meet his standard ,* “ in order that under 
“ the shadow of his. protection, who was the most powerful of earthly 
“ inonarchs, they might screen themselves from the-effects.of that awful 
“ visitation which had swept off so many myriads of their unhappy fel- 
“ low subjects; 1 * Melek Shums-ud-dein the Jurjanian, witha gairison 
notfarshortofone hundred thousand strong-, had by this time assumed the 
government of the place, on the part of Sultan Jirllaul -ud-dein ; and 
receiving the messagewith a burst of indignation, proceeded, with a 
violence equally unwarrantable and unavailing, to put the agent to- 
death ; proclaiming aloud, that he trusted the sun would never rise On 
that day, on which he should- be compelled to submit to the impious 
and detested barbarians. 

* II is but justice to remark, that the situation of placies is, throughout, taken from. De- 
b Crouds history. 
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, When, t^ie report of this frantic and useless piece of barbarity, was 
circulated in Jhe camp of the Moghfils, it produced an universal buzz 
of rage and resentment; and they obeyed, with the eagerness ofblood , 
hounds, the commands of their general to surround the city. MMek 
Shums-ud-dein stood most gallantly to his defence ; and, for the space 
of seven days, and to their ,heavy and mutual loss, the most extraordi¬ 
nary proofs of Intrepidity were exhibited on both sides ; no less than 
seventeen hundred Moghuls, of distinguished rank falling in the early 
days of the siege. But, on the eighth day, exposing himself at the head 
of his troops with more than his usuaiforvvardness to repel the attacks 
of the besiegers, Shums-ud-dein was transfixed by an arrow, and ex¬ 
pired in the heat of the conflict. } This fatal misfortune was succeeded 
by one still more fatal, in the dissensions which immediately broke out, 
in the city; the adherentsof Jullaul-ud-dein, and the immediatedepen- 
daqts of the Jfirjanian declaring their resolution not to cease from hos¬ 
tilities while a spark of life continued to animate their bodies, and the 
Kauzies, the lawyers, and others the most distinguished and opulent 
inhabitants, evincing on their part, a disposition to capitulate. 

T y he salubrity and mildness of the climate, the beauty of the gardens 
and surrounding scenery, and the delightful fragrance shed on every side 
by the multiplied variety of odoriferous shrubs and flowers, had, in the 
mean time, softened even the austere and rigid nature of the son of Jen- 
gueiz ; and he conceived a repugnance to involve this superb, and fa- 
voritecity, in the destruction which had visited the rest of Khorassaun. 
On that day, therefore, on which he discovered in the inhabitants a 
disposition to treat, he approached, with two hundred horse, to the 
edge of the ditch, near the gate of Feyrouzabad; and taking off his hel¬ 
met, announced aloud to the people on the works, that the person who 
spoke to them was Tuly Khaun, the sqn of the king of kings ; that if 
they were willing to accept of terms by which they might secure their 
lives,they would immediately cease from hostilities, and submit to his 
authority; and that, on engaging to be responsible to his agents, for the 
payment of one half only of the revenues which they had furnished to 
the officers of th$ king of Khaurezm, he would, be their pledge for 
the clemency andgenerosity of his august parent. He confirmed' the 
promises by the most solemn oaths, adding, that it they threw open their 
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A. H. eidW. without fdrtltef resistance, tfrey should experience from him, in 
A. D. 1222-23. eve ^y respect, the most just and beWevolfent treatment. After witness- 
HabeiB-u?- i^gftcWttfie'Kps of the'prince hitri^elf,a language so singularly moderate 
" ' * and unexpected, the citizens immediately ceaSed hostilities, and aban¬ 
doned all idea of further resistance ; f and, among the first who presented 
themselves before the MogMSl, with assurances fc&^fibmission, was the 
p¥ovost of the weavers, at the head of one hundred of the trade, each 
bearing nine pieces of manufacture of the most beautiful fabric, and 
costly materials 1 . After which, the principalinhabitants in their several 
clashes, also came out of the town; and were treated with a condescen¬ 
sion and humanity, perhaps beyond theft hopes. The mercy of Tilly 
KhaUn was however withheld from twelve thousand of those more 
immediately attached to the service of the prince of Khaurezm, 
Whom he caused to be put to death ; this ended, the inhabitants were 
exposed to no further molestation. The government of the City was' 
conferredupon Mllek AbtiBukker, a Moghul officerofthenameof Men- 
gatay being appointed imperial commissioner; all which being satis¬ 
factorily arranged, the prince no longer delayed to join his father, who 
was stitl engaged in the arduous siege of Taulekan, of which we have 
alteady spoken. 

The reader of these pages, if haply they should ever fall into the per-' 
-USal of any, may here perhaps congratulate himself on the exemption 
of this admired and splendid city, from the cruel desolation which had 
laid its neighbours in the dust. Alas 1 his horrors will experience but 
a short suspension. It was destined that Her&t should share the fate' 
of it’s sister cities to the utmost circumstance—should swallow the 
bitter draught of affliction to the very dregs. 

MSlek Abfi Bukker, and his collegue Mengatay, had exerted them¬ 
selves with considerable zestl in promoting the welfare and repose of 
the people entrusted to theft care ; and the inhabitants had engaged' 
with extraordinary confidence in re-edifying the buildings which had 
been injured during the late siege, and in resuming the culture of 
their lands : but a circumstance Was about toofccur, which drew upon 
them in itsdirest horrors,the common lot of Khorassaun. Ofl this head 
the atithor has presented Us with two relations, in some points materi¬ 
ally different from each Other*. The first, add that to which the authof 
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oftheTeymfirian Zuffurnamah has given the preference, is the following. 
*M61ek Abft Bukker, and Mengatay had continued to exercise their au¬ 
thority but for afew days, or for some comparatively short period, when 
Turnouts of unexpected victories, gainedby Sultan Jullaul-ud-dein the 
"Khaurezmian, obtained circulation in Khorassaun. Hence, it was 
Tashly concluded by men of narrow comprehensions, that no longer 
able to contend jn the field of battle with his enterprising antagonist, 
Jengueiz would withdraw into the Tartarian solitudes, with the same 
expedition and rapidity as - he had emerged'from them. In consequence 
of such rash and absurd misconceptions, the Moghul governors and 
agents in every part of the province, were indiscriminately^lfevoted 
todestruction ; anil it Was under the influence of the prevailing mania, 
that, notwithstanding the benevolence of their administration, the 
magistrates set over them by TuFy Khaun were put to the sword by the 
people of Herat 

But, the account to which, by the adoption of it into his laborious 
woikof the Rouzut-us-suff&, the venerate d father of our author is said 
to have given the stamp of truth, he submits to his reader in the sub. 
joined particulars. During the period in which Tuly Khaun was erri^ 
ployed in carrying pillage and slaughter through Khorassaun, the 
Moghrils were frustrated in every attempt to make themselves masters 
of the fortress of Kaliouss, subsequently known by the name ofNeir- 
ahtu ; and afterwards, when the departure of that prince to rejoin his 
father had been ascertained, a report being conveyed to the garrison of 
the same fortress that the people of Herat had pledged themselves to their 
newmasters for the reduction of the place, and that they were busily en¬ 
gaged in preparations for the siege of it,'‘the jealousy of the Kalioussians' 
became alarmed; and it was resolved, in thecourse oftheirdeliberations, 
that some device should be immediately put in practice to create, be¬ 
tween the Moghuls and the men of Herkt, such a subject of animosity 
as it might be difficult; if not impossible, to reconcile, or appease. For 
this purpose, thev fixed upon a mam whose name, or perhaps the ad¬ 
junct to it, was-Sahel*; remarkable for his during and intrepid spirit, 
whom, v itheighty desperados of asimilartextureof mind, they directed 
tb proceed to Herat; where, by whatever means they found practica¬ 
ble, they wore to dispatch both Melck Abu Bukker, and his collegue 
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A. II. 619 20. Mengatay. Having accordingly obtained admission iiftothe city, updqr 
A. D^i^2-23; disguise of merchants, the assassin and his accomplices, in ordef 
Habeib -us- to carr y oll the deception, amused themselves for some time in traverse 

se\ r# # * ■ • 

ing the streets ^pd, squares, inthe pursuits of their pretended avocation; 
until one day, that Abfi Bukkpr and Mengatgy were riding without 
suspicion of evil at the foot of the.ranjpart, or fortifications of th,e town, 
t,hey availed themselves of the opportunity, and put them hojth to death 
with their knives and daggers,- In conformity with the proverb, “ the 
“ wish is cause sufficient,” the whole city immediately flew to arms, 
and put to the sword without exception all who had been attjaqhed to 
the murdered magistrates’; after which they proceeded to vest the govern¬ 
ment in IVI^lek Mflbaurez-ud-dein Subbuzwaury, and. an Arab chief 
of the name of Abdurraihman. 

When Jengueiz became Informed of this, sudden act of violencC,on 
the part of the peopleof Herat, his indignation may be better imagined 
than described; he discharged.however,.the first effusions of it upon his 
son, whom fyebitterly reproached as the origin of the mischief, by his 
misplaced lenity, in diverting from the inhabitants of that turbulent 
eity, the vengeance to which he.had destined them. Eiltchigaday, or 
Eiltchikd&i Nftyaq, with a fresh body of eighty thousand horse, was 
then ordered to repair the error ; with express and positive injunction, 
when he should have reduced the devoted town, not to spare the life 
of a single human being. Eiltchigaday marched accordingly and en¬ 
camping at a convenient distance on one side of the place, allowed to 
his spldiers the interval.of a month, to prepare their materials for the 
siege. In the mean time, he was further joined by reinfprcements from 
different quarters, to the number of fifty thousand men. Neither were 
Mubaurez-ud-dein and his associate, on their part, less attentive in 
their preparations tp repel the formidable attack which menaced them ; 
exacting from, the inhabitants, from the highest to the lowest, a so¬ 
lemn engagement, to decline no sacrifice, to omit no exertion, in the 
defence, of all that could make existence, valuable; but of all things, 
to beware of that fatal disunion which ,-on the recent occasjpn, had pro¬ 
duced the surrender of their independence. 

At the. expiration of the stated period of a month, Eiltchigaday pro¬ 
ceeded to assign to his officers their respective stations opposite tp the 



pHtWipal i6f Hierlit, pasting at the%atae fime on each face of the 
town a powerful division of thirty thousandmen ; threatening the se¬ 
verest punishments to those who failed in the discharge of their duty; 
and holding out the noblest arad most liberal encouragements to those 
who bravfefy and honorably acquitted themselves. The attack of the 
city was immediately commenced on four separate points. 

For six months and seven days, to which the siege was now pro¬ 
tracted, and during which, both the attack and defence Were supported 
with infinite ykk>ur, and mutual slaughter, but little progress appears, 
to have been made towards theredufttion of the town until some time in 
the latter Jummaudy of the six hundred and nineteenth of the Hidjer- 
sth,* when, the Moghfil general having carried on his assaults Without 
intermission for several days successively, although with the loss on 
each occasion of five thousand of his bravest tfoops, the revetement 
of the f&mpart began to be perforated in several places by the repeated 
impetus of the Warlike machines ; and the mines which the besiegers 
earried on under cover of their tentsj- were now approaching the foun¬ 
dations of the principal towers. I*n these circumstances, a part of the 
wall to the extent of fifty cubits suddenly gave way, and overwelm.- 
ing one Of the tents in. which, the Moghuls were at work, four of 
their most distinguished.officers perished under the ruins. Threedays 
afterwardsythe'garrison, reduced to the verge of despair, by the scarcity 
if not the total failure of the means t>f subsistance, became evidently 
languid in their exertions ; and of this, on one of the Fridays of the 
month just mentioned, in the morning, Eiltcfiigaday immediately avail¬ 
ed himself, to storm and take possession of the tower, called theBurj- 
e-khauk-ber-serr, subsequently designated the '■'■lower of ashes ” and- 
fiom thence pouring sword, in hand into the unhappy city, his sol¬ 
diers proceeded with more than tfteir ordinary ferocity to massacre the 
whole of the inhabitants, without the exception of male or female 
older young; neither, for the space of seven days and as many nights,, 
were the infuriated barbarians engaged in any other employment than 
that of pillage and slaughter, and conflagration and ruin: during which 

* July, A. D;1222.. 
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they $ce sai<jUo-have=iminolat£id.to the numherof one million six hun¬ 
dred thousand, persons, ^nd upwards. . , , 

. IJavingaccomplished hisbloodyerrand-,EiJtchigaday.N&yan withdrew 
t,o the territory of Horatroud ; but, lest a vestige should remain alive of 
the miserable inhabitants of tbe,late ! .flouri ; shing ; ,metropolis, he .dis¬ 
patched, on his arrival at the. town of Oubah, a,bpdy,pf two thousand 
■Moghuls. bg.ck again, with orders to hasten to join the spirits of their 
slaughtered fellow citizens, such pf the melancholy remnant as might 
haveventuredto creep’from concealment. These remorseless barbarians 
returned accordingly, and to the fearful list of slaughter, added that of 
three thousand persons more, who had unhappily re-assembled among the 
ruins of their country. Toclose this mournful detail, the historian pro¬ 
ceeds to relate, that, of the whole population of Herat, not morethan six¬ 
teen individuals survived, by concealing themselves either in the drai ns, 
©v channels, in the dome of the principal mosque, one of whom was 
MowlanflShurf-ud-dein, theKhateiborpublicorator,orpreacher, of the 
village of Jeghartaun ; and that when the Moghuls had finally quitted 
this scene of devastation and'blood,-one of the,sixteen issued from the 
mosque, and seated himself before the .slab of what had been a confec¬ 
tioner’s shop ; where, after looking for some time wistfully round him, 
and perceivingno human beingbuthimself, heatlast ventured toexclaim 
aloud, “ heaven be praised a man may be permitted once more to 
“ breath in safety !” after this, they wer© gradually joined by four and 
twenty other persons, from different places in the adjoining territory ; 
and for the period of fifteen years, exclusive of these forty individuals, 
not a human being was to, be found in the whole extent of this once 
magnificent city and its dependencies. The forlorn remnant took 
up its abode beside the principal mosque and college of Sultan Ghey- 
auth-ud-dein the Ghourian, where they subsisted for some time, it is 
said, on thedfied fl-sh of the carcases of the slain ; until, by exploring 
the granaries and ^tables, and collecting, grain by grain, a few measures 
dfwheatand barley, they proceeded by such means asthey could devise, 
to cultivate a small piece of ground for its reception, and secured a 
scanty crop for their first harvest. They elected the above-mentioned 
Shnrf-ud-dein, to preside over their infani community ; and they con¬ 
tinued to, exist, under various difficulties and discouragements, until 
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the period at which, on succeeding to his father's power, Ougtay K&an 
determined to restore their beloved city; and for that purpose dis¬ 
patched from his court, accompanied by other respectable persons, 
Ezz-ud-dein Mukudduin, with instructions to rebuild and repeople the 
long neglected ruins of Her&t, 

Jengueiz, either by himself or his generals, had thus satiated his 
vengeance, in the manner which we have briefly attempted to describe, 
and in the entire subversion of every thing that constituted the strength 
and glory of the Persian empire, when he conceived it expedient to 
deliberate with Karatchaur and others his ministers and principal ge¬ 
nerals, on his future proceedings. To the-majority it appeared advisa¬ 
ble, that his son Teheghat&i should be immediately detached to the bor¬ 
ders of Mekraun, in order to lay waste and destroy the approaches from 
llindustaun through that province ; while prince Ougtai should be 
employed with a similar object, to over-run the whole territory to the 
Indus. Thus, in the event that Sftltan Jullaul-ud-dein should attempt 
to return in either direction, he might find himself entirely destitute 
of the-means of subsistance for his army. The mandates of Jengueiz 
were issued in conformity with this plan of operations ; and the two 
princes, each with a powerful division of troops, hastened to carry it 
into execution. In the spring of the year (620), the Moghul monarch 
finally resolved on returning to his native dominions ; and taking the 
same road by which he had entered the province ofGheznein, that of 
Tokharestaun, he proceeded to Baklaun or Bakalaun, in the same 
territory, where he passed the summer. In the commencement of au¬ 
tumn,lie recrossed the Jeyhun and marched to Samarkand; where he re¬ 
mained during the winter, or cold season of 690 - 21 . 

The princes Tcheghat&i and Ougt&i proceeded, on .the other hand, 
tocompletcthedesignsoftheir father’s vindictive policy, with their usual 
promptitude and precision ; and having carried pillage, and massacre, 
and desolation, through the greater part of the countries exposed to 
their fury, and destroyed among other places, in particular, the citv of 
Gheznein, they returned, at the termination of this predatory sweep 
by separate routes into Transoxiana, and went into winter-quarters at 
Bokhara. The short relaxation which they now enjoyed from t.hp 
fatigues of war was devoted to the field sports of hawking and hunting: 
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and they are said, on this occasion, to hare furnished their father at 
Samarkand, with a weekly supply of fifty ass-loads of game-. 

At the conclusion of the cold season, and the opening of the beauties, 
of spring, # Jengueiz took his final departure for the country of the Mo¬ 
ghuls ; giving direction that the captive dowager, TCtrkan Kh&tfln.the 
mother of Sultan Mahommed the Khaurezmiany with the wives and 
women of that once powerful monarch, should be'conducted, in cruel 
triumph,at the head of his columns of march, while the misfortunesand 
ruin of her house were proclaimed, with every circumstance of humi¬ 
liation, through the countries-so recently subject to her authority. On 
the banks of the Seyhfin, both TcheghalAi and Ougt&i rejoined the 
camp of their father ; which, after passing that river, was subsequently- 
removed to the plains of Baklanyauzy,.inthe neighborhood, as it would 
appear from De la Croix, of Tonkaut, or Finauket. 

In consequence of the jealousies which subsisted between him. and’ 
hisbrother, Jfljy, or Tch&tchy Khaun, afterthereduction of K-Haurezm, 
had marched with his division into Keptchauk Tartary, eastward of 
the Volga.. From thence he was now summoned, to complete on his. 
side, the arc of the grand circular hunt, (Jerkah)f which his father and: 
brothers, with the main body of the arrhy, were gradually, proceeding; 
to carry on from the banks of the Seyhfin.. At the station of Ouk&eir,. 
where the different points, or extremities, of the enormous circle be¬ 
came united,. Jengueiz first advanced to the-slaughter of the infinite, 
variety of. wild animals which, had. been* driven together towards the- 
centre ; and having killed with his own hands a heap of deer.and an¬ 
telope, and in short of every speeies of game,.untilhe became weary of' 
the sanguinary amusement, he consigned the remainder to the disposal 
of the shahz&dahs of the imperial* family, and of the other generals.. 
A¥hen-the whole became also.satiated with this species of slaughter,, 
the animals that survived were liberated to their native solitudes, va¬ 
riously marked according to. the fancy of,the liberators. 

At the termination of the imperial hunt, Jufjy Khaun, who had la¬ 
boured for some time under, displeasure, was restored to his father’s, 

* A. D. 1224* 

t According to De laCroi* the citric on its earliest formation, is cajled Nerkt,. See kil 
description dftbix magnificent amusement, in Cap, VII. of his history. 



^wesence, whose hands, submissively kneeling, he was permitted to 
kiss. Among the vast and splendid display of presents, which heof* 
fered on this occasion to the acceptance of his father, was a lot of one 
hundred thousand valuable horses,, of which twenty thousand Were 
all of one colour, grey-— (Khink). 

.Jengueiz passed the summer season* (691) at the same station of 
Onk&ehyj: having there convoked an extraordinary Kuriltai, or general 
diet of the states of his immense dominions; at which the only trans¬ 
action noticed by our author, is the punishment of some Eyghurian 
chiefs. And in the month of Zilhudje, tne last of the six hundred and 
twenty fust year of the Hidjerah,J after an absence of about six years, 
this mighty monarch returned to his imperial residence ofKArakoram. 

He was however suffered to enjoy but a very short repose from the 
fatigues of this memorable expedition. During the severity of 
the same winter, reports successively came in, of the disaffection and 
rebelliousdesignsiof Sheiderkd or perhaps Sheidazkft, the prlnceofTan- 
guait, or Neiket, otherwise called also Kashein, north-west of the 
Chinese frontier; and of his activity in assembling vast bodiesof troops 
for purposes manifestly hostile. Jengueiz did not hestitate a moment 
to forsake the festivities of his capital, and to proceed at the head of 
bis troops to anticipate the designs of his adversary ; who advanced, 
on his part to oppose him, with an army ofnot less than five hundred 
thousand fighting men. Ofthe dreadful battle, which, at asubsequent 
period, terminated this war, the author furnishes noother description, 
than that, through the operation of that eternal destiny which in all 
things sustained:thegrandeur of Jengueiz, theTangutian was defeated, 
with the loss of.the greater part of his army ; that among the Moghfils 
there prevails a ludicrous persuasion, that for every hundred thousand 
killed in battle, one of the slain will be found standing on his head re¬ 
versed ; and that on this occasion three of those who perished on the 
side of Sheiderkd, were found in that position. Hence it is inferred 
that the number.of those who fell, on the part of the vanquished mon¬ 
arch amounted to three hundred thousand. After this dreadful and 
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sanguinary discomfiture, Sheiderku retired to the fortress of Artakia, 
perhaps Afbaka, among the mountains bordering his country to the 
westward, between it and the territory of the Eyghurs; while Jen¬ 
gueiz proceeded without interruption, to extend his destructive ravages 
to the whole of the country of Kashein, now abandonedto his mercy. 

. When ,he had glutted his troops with pillage and slaughter, on the 
doipjnions of his adversary, Jengueiz drew them westwards,- in the 
direction of Jurjah (Jfirje) and Tengnaush. The prince of the for* 
pier country hastened, however, to avert the approaching storm, By 
early assurances of submission, and by a dispatch of presents suitable 
to the grandeur and power of his formidable assailant. Among the 
articles which composed this splendid offering to disarm a tyrant of 
his vengeance, is said to have been-a tray of pearls, of the finest water 
and beauty ; which Jengueiz directed to be distributed on the spot, to 
such of his soldiers as had their ears perforated for the reception of such 
a,jewel; and it is further stated, that while the imperial attendants 
were carrying into execution the orders of their sovereign; several of 
the Moghuls* whose ears had not previously undergone the neces¬ 
sary operation, proceeded without ceremony to bore and mangle them 
with their knives and packing, needles, in order, to possess themselves 
of theseprec ious ornaments. A circumstance which is possibly des¬ 
cribed to attest;, at the- same time, the brutality and avarice of these 
ferocious tribes. There was, however, such abundance of the article, 
that a prodigious surplus nndisposedof, still remained.among the trea¬ 
sures of Jengpeiz. 

The agents of Sheiderkfi-, orSheidezku, hastened in the mean time* 
from Artakia, w ith proposals-from, their master to submit himself to 
the mercy of Jengueiz,. and< even to appear- in person in his camp,, 
at the expiration.of one month, provided the MoghuLmonarch, would- 
solemnly engage to spare his life. To-.thisengagement, Jengueiz did notr 
scruple to pledge his faith, at the moment that, he harboured the- 
most deliberate design to violate it, whenever the credulous prince 
should put himself in-his power* But, the healtlrand strength of tliis- 
great and ferocious conqueror were now rapidly declining ; and he per¬ 
ceived that, the period-was fast approaching, in which all the views of. 
earthly grandeur and ambition, must finally terminate*. 
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At this Solemn crisis, he called together around him his sons, and A. H. 624. 
brothers, and the*other princes of his blood, at the head of whom ap- A. P- 1227 . 
peared hissage andfaithful counsellor Kfrratchaur. Having dispatched Habeib-us- 
some preliminary admonitions, in which -above'all things, he strenu¬ 
ously recommended a spirit of harmony among themselves, as the firm¬ 
est basis on which to preserve unbroken the glorious inheritance which 
he was about tofeave.them, he addressed himselfexclusively to his three 
sons, Teheghat&i, Ougtai, and Tfily Khaim, allof whom were present, 
and demanded, in the event they conceived such a designation advi¬ 
sable, whom in their opinion they thought he should nominate to suc¬ 
ceed him ? the royal brothers at once declared, that by inclination and 1 
duty, they were equally disposed to submit to any arrangement* that 
might accord with their father’s sovereign pleasure. Jengueiz then 
pronounced, that to the bulk of his dominions, and to the throne of the 
Khauns, he vested the succession, without alternative, in his third soil 
Ougtai ; and causing an instrument to that effeet to be drawn up on 
the spot, he immediately required that his other sons, and his brothers, 
should affix their signatures to it, engaging themselves, under every 
contingency', and with unfailing zeal, to be obedient to the authority of 
that prince. The territory ©f Tdrkestaun westward, with Mawur-un- 
neher or- Transoxiana, he at the same time allotted' to TcheghatSi* 

Then calling for the covenant between Kabal. Khaun and Katchuly 
Bahauder,attested underthegreat sealofToumnah Khaun, hedelivered 
it into the hands of Tcheghatai ; with a solemn charge, that in confor¬ 
mity with the stipulations of that venerated engagement, he should in 
alL things govern himself by the counsels of K&ratchaurNClyan-, whom 
he admonished him to consider,in every respeet,hi&associate in wealth 
and power, and to whose guidance and discretion- he now finally con- 
signedhim. To all this,Teheghatai pledged himself faithfully toconform. 

This important arrangement dispatched, Jengueiz finally required 
that his death, whenever that awful consummation which he daily 
looked for should have taken place, might'as long as possible be kept 
a secret; and, as if he were desirous to the last that his glories should 
bp steeped in blood, but ostensibly that his children might succeed to 
their inheritance, undisturbed by external hostility, hecommanded that 
-when Sbeiderku, relying on the faith of the recent treaty, should-qitit 

YOL. II, 3 2 
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A. II. 024. th£ safeguard of, his asylum in the mountains, and appear in the 
A. i). 1227- camp of the Moghfils, lie should be instantly put to the'sword, toge- 
Jiabeib-us therwith the whole of his followers. Shortly afterwards he expired ; 

gpyr ,■* “ 

but it would be difficult to coincide with our author and his muse; 
in the remark “that the eyes of this tremendous conqueror were no 
“ sooner closed, thaq it might be forgotten that he was ever born,” al¬ 
though few will be disposed to question, that there were millions who 
lamented that he ever sa^ the light. 

The dissolution of thi6 fearful instrument of the vengeance of an 
offended God, is said to have taken place on the fourth day of the 
month of Ramzaun, ofthesix hundred and twenty fourth of the Hid- 
jerah* corresponding with the Tenguzeil, or year of the-mouse ; if that 
be the first of the twelve-year cycle of the Moghul kalendar, exhibited 
in De la Croix’s history, remarkable for being also the year of his birth, 
and of his accession to sovereign power. He had nearly attained to 
the seventy fifth Lunar year of his age ; having lived exactly seventy 
two Solar years, six months and two and twenty days, and held the 
universal sovereignty of the Tartar nations, for a period of five and 
twenty Lunar years. 

Of wives and concubines he his represented to have entertained up¬ 
wards of five hundred; of whom the pre-eminence is assigned to the fol- 
lowingfiye princesses in particular. 1. Burtah, orPurtah Koutchin, the 
daughter of Zei Nuyan, chief of the Konkoraut, or Congorit nation. 
2 . Kenju, or Kebkhu Khathn, the daughter of Aitan, or Altun Khaun, 
of Khatai, 3. Goury, or Gouzi Surun, the daughterof Tayang Khaun. 

4. Beysuloun, perhaps Ouisoulougine, the daughter of Oung Khaun. 

5. Tchanku,or Janku Kuloun(Koulan KhatunofDelaCroix)thedaugh- 
ter of Tairasun (a Moghfii, Khaun or chief of the Merkeite). Of these 
five illustrious ladies, the precedence is again allotted to Burtah Kou¬ 
tchin, who bore to her august consort, four sons and five daughters. 
The male children to Jengueiz are, however, on the authority of the 
preliminary discourse to theTeymurian Zuffur-namah, represented as 
nine in number in the whole ; of whom the four sons of Burtah Kou¬ 
tchin, have obtained a very distinguished place in the histocy of : na¬ 
tions. These were 1. Jujy, or Tchutchy, or Tushy. 2. Teheghatki, 
orZagatay. 3. Ougtai,or Oukdai, or Octai. 4. T6ly. The former, 

* Sixteenth of August, A. D. 1227. 
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ftnd the two latter, under thik father’s authority, presided with dif¬ 
ferent titles, in the principal departments of the state. Jujy, the pro¬ 
genitor of the Khaunsof Keptehauk,and the Crimea, was grand hunts¬ 
man, and master of the revels. Ougt&i superintended in the depart¬ 
ment of civil affairs ; and Tuly Khaun, hence probably entitled Ou¬ 
lu gh, or U16gh Ntiyan, the great Ameir, presided over, and regulated 
all things relating to the safety of the camp, and the administration of 
the armies. 

The author concludes his summary of the acts of this wonderful 
man, by describing that Jengueiz professed himself of no particular 
religion, or mode -of forth; and that he equally avoided either molesting, 
or giving the preference, to any one profession of belief beyond ano¬ 
ther; on theeontrary, that he treated with respect and humanity the 
learned and the pious of all religions ; rendering this his medium to the 
favor of that Sternal King, whose nature is superior to all wants and 
imperfections, and whose beneficence surpasses measure, as much as 
his power transcends all magnitude. To Jengueiz are finally ascribed 
most of the laws and usages observed to the days of the author, among 
the Moghfil tribes; and, from an anecdote with respect to his sou 
Ougt&i, it would appear, at the same time, that he was totally unac¬ 
quainted with all other languages than his own. A native of Bokhara, 
of the name of Mahmud Yelwauje, held a distinguished, ifnotaprin- 
cipal employment in theVizzaurut, or ministry, of this great monarch. 

Soon after the death of Jengueiz, like the wild animal which volun¬ 
tarily steps into the snare of the hunter, the unfortunate Sbeiderku 
presented himself in the camp of the Moghuls ; and, in strict confor¬ 
mity with the dying injunctions of their father* was immediately cut 
to pieces, by the Shahz&dahs, together with all that accompanied him. 
They then returned to the imperial residence of K&rakorum; in the 
neighborhood of which, at the foot of a tree, fexpressly marked out for 
the purpose by himself, one day during a hunting party, they commit¬ 
ted the remains of their august and renowned parent, to the narrow- 
chamber of the grave. In a very short time, the spot which encircled 
the tomb, was so overgrown with trees and shrubs,"planted in all pro¬ 
bability by the hands.of those who venerated the immortal spirit which 
reposed there, as to become equally impenetrable to the winds ofhea- 
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ven, and inaccessible to the curiosity of man ; nothing human, being 
thus further permitted to imprint its footsteps upon the hallowed sod 
which covered the ashes of the invincible Jengueiz. 

Before we resume the legitimate course of the narrative, the reader 
may, perhaps, be disposed to lend his attention a little further, while 
we briefly dispatch the history of the immediate successors of this 
magnanimous monarch, in the remoter regions of the east. 

It has already been seen, that the title to the succession was dis¬ 
tinctly decided in favor of the third son, Ougt&i,* by the express and 
solemn judgment of his father ; and he appears to have proved himself 
a prince of singular talents, benevolence, and virtue, selected by the 
goodness of providence to heal those wounds inflicted on the still 
bleeding nations, by the avenging power of his predecessor. Never¬ 
theless, after discharging the last solemn duties to the remains of the 
departed hero, the Shahzadahs separated to their respective places of 
residence, without coming to any express resolutions the subject of 
the sovereign authority. 

Two years subsequent to this separation,f the leading branches of 
the family of Jengueiz re-assembled, however, from different parts of 
Moghulstaun, in order to form a general, diet of the states of Tartary, 
at the imperial Ourdu of Karakorum. Among those enumerated to 
have met on this important occasion, were Bjittk, and his brothers the 
sons of Jujy Khaun, from Keptchauk ; Outakein, Balkouty, and Eyl- 
tcha, the brothers of Jengueiz, from the provinces to the eastward ; 
and Karatchaur from Peishbaligh, on the part of Tcheghat&i; Ougt&i, 
andTuly Khaun, with the younger children of Jengueiz, being already 
on the spot. The dying instructions of that monarch, and the elevation 
of his third son to the throne of the Moghuls, by the title of Ougt&i 
Kaan were now made the subject of serious deliberation ; and that 
prince was urged by the unanimous voice of the august assembly, to 
invest himself without futher delay, with the supreme and sovereign 
power. Ougtai, at first, appeared to decline the arduous task, alleging 

•In the same and in different manuscripts, this name is indiscriminately written Ouktai 
and Oukdai; we have chosen that which appears in the text, as conveying the nearest resem¬ 
blance of the original. . European writers have however in general made it Octai. 

t About A. D. 1229. 
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at the same time, the superior claims of bis elder brother TcheghatHli, and A. H. 62 «. 

the pre-eminent talents of his uncles; thedebatebeing thus protracted for D - iaau -. 

a period of forty days. On the forty first day, however, as soon as the sun Hat'eibus- 

had ascended his golden car in the azure vault of heaven, thewholeof * e ^ r " 

the Shabzadahs with theprincessesof the imperial family, and Nuyans, 

declared in a body to Ougtai, their equal repugnance and inability to 

'proceed,in any respect, contrary to the express and solemn decisionof 

their late venerated sovereign; and that it thereforebehoved him to waive 

these scruples more specious than solid, and to charge himself, since 

there was no alternative, with thesecurity and happiness of that countless 

mass ofnations,whichextendedoversovast aproportionofthehabitable Ougtai Kaan, 

globe. Ougtki no longer resisted their united importunities ; but nod- Ist of * l,e succes ’ 
0 ° r •sors ot Jengueiz. 

ding a reluctant assent, theShahzadahs, in conformity with the practice 
of the Moghuls on similar occasions, immediately cast loose the girdles 
frdm their waists ; and, TUly Khaun taking his brother by the right 
hand, while his uncle Outakein supported him on the left, the whole 
proceeded, at the hour agreed upon by the astrologers, to seat him on 
the throne of his father, accompanying the ordinary vows and congra¬ 
tulations, with a showerofgold and jewels which they scattered upon 
his head. The princesand Ameirs then bent their knees to the earth, 
nine times; after which, agreeable also to the custom of their forefa¬ 
thers, they repaired to a spot without the imperial residence, and again 
knelt three times, with their faces towards the sun. They finally re¬ 
turned to the presence of Ougtai, to partake in the scenes of festivity 
and joy, usual on such occasions ; while the gates of the imperial trea¬ 
sury being thrown wide open by the new sovereign, a distribution 
of presents, in jewels, and specie, and costly habiliments, immediately 
took place, to an incalculable amount. 

When the attention of the monarch, and his court, was sufficiently 
disengaged from the dispatch of these important preliminaries, the wis¬ 
dom of Ougtai was directed to compose the disorders which had ari¬ 
sen in some of the remoter provinces of the empire. Among others 
employed to assert, and vindicate his authority, throughout the regi¬ 
ons of Tartary and the territories of the Persian empire, was Jerinau- 
ghun Nfiyan ; detached, about this period, with three tomauns, or 
thirty thousand horse, into Irak anu Azerbkijaun, to oppose the designs 
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qf Sullen Jullaul-ud-dpin. This chief, as well as others who proceeded 
on similar errands to different quarters, at the same time, returned at 
distant periods, crowned with victory, and loaded with spoil. 

In the former month of Rebbeia* of the six hundred and twenty 
seventh of the Hidjerah, Ougt&i, accompanied by his brothers Tche- 
ghatai and Tuly, engaged in an expedition to complete the conquest 
of China; the emperor Altan Khaun, who continued to support his 
authority at Tayming, having probahly about this crisis, evinced the 
design of recovering his hereditary dominions to the northward. When 
they had proceeded for some marches together, Tilly Khaun was de« 
tached with an advanced division of two tomauns, to enter China by 
the route of Tibet; Ougt&i in person, with themainbody, taking the 
right hand, or perhaps more correctly, the direct road into the enemy’s 
territory. The division under Tilly Khaun appeared first before a city 
upon the.Feramtiran, or white, or perhaps yellow river, which after a 
siege of forty days, he succeeded in taking posssesion of. From thence, 
after exhibiting the customary scenes of pillage and slaughter, he con¬ 
tinued his march towards the metropolis of Tayming. In the pass of 
D u tungfan Kehlika, (perhaps Kentacla) he appears to have beeii hemmed 
in by one of the Chinese generals, at the head of one hundred thousand 
horse; after having been driven for some time on the way towards Kha- 
tai, or northern China. On this occasion, Tuly is described to have 
had recourse to the mysterious influence of the Sung yeddah, or lapis 
imbrifer, to relieve him from his perilous situation; and tjhis is said to 
have actually produced so prodigious a fall of snow, that the Chinese 
army, rendered incapable oi exertion by the severity of the cold, was. 
for the greater part cut to pieces : thus, according to our author, though 
without explaining wherefore, exhibiting in another shape, the judg¬ 
ment anciently inflicted on, the sinful countrymen of Lot. Be that, 
however, as it may, the obstacles thrown in. the way of Tuly Khaun. 
on this occasion, appear for the present to. have prevented the attack 
of Tayming ; since he must have immediately deviated from his- ori¬ 
ginal course, to rejoin the main body of the army under Ougtai, who 
caressed him with fraternal kindness op. his escape from his perilous. 


•January, February, 123% 
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expedition. Koutfilkft, or Koutfikou Hurreby, a commander of high 
distinction in the Moghfil afffiieS, was chosen upon this, to proceed 
With a powerful force to the reduction of the Chinese capital, and fi¬ 
nally to terminate the authority of Altar! Khaun. 

Ougtai returned shortly afterwards to the'Yurut, or seat of his an¬ 
cestors; but, his brother Tuly Was seized with his last illness, and di^d 
on the march homewards, on this occasion. He was, as we have al¬ 
ready seen, the fourth sonof Jengueiz, theifiseparablecompanion ofhis 
enterprises, and his faithful counsellor under the most difficult contin¬ 
gencies of his arduous career. He left eight sons ; four of whom, by 
the same mother, who was the daughter ofJankuor Tchangu.a Chris¬ 
tian prince, the brother of Oung Khaun. These were Mangu, Koub- 
lai, Artekbfika, and ITulaukfi Khaun. The names of the others would 
be unimportant. 

In the mean time, Koutulkfi, the Moghul general, appeared before 
Tayming ; and was attacked, and defeated by an immense multitude 
which issued from the gates of that city. A report of his misfortune 
was conveyed to his sovereign without delay by the general; and a 
reinforcement, numberless as the sands of the desart, was immediately 
dispatched to his aid. By this, Koutulku was enabled to resume the 
wonted superiority ofhis nation, and, having soon afterwards beaten 
the Khatayan armies out of the field, to invest the then metropolis of 
theChinese monarchy. Subdued by his apprehensions, Altan Khaun, 
or the prince who bore the title, embarked, in these circumstances of 
his capital, on the great river by which it was protected on one side; 
and for the present withdrew from the danger. But, being unceasingly 
pursued by the persevering and indefatigable Moghuls, he was at last 
sliut up in one of the remoter cities ofhis domfnions, without the pos¬ 
sibility of further escape; and there, cut otf from all hope of deliverance 
from the rancour of his enemies, he took his final resolution. Having 
seated one ofhis Kourtcheis, or guards, on the throne of the Chinese 
monarchy, he deliberately cast himself, together with his wives and chil¬ 
dren, into the bosom of the burning pile; in which he was immediately 
consumed to ashes. According to others he put a period to his life and 
misfortunes bv hanging himself. The whole empire not long after¬ 
wards, submitted in consequence, to KoutCdkh; and prodigious riches 
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A. H. 631-33. became, as might be well Conceived, the lot of the victorious MoghAls; 

A. P-1234-30. an( j s w hen the triumphant conclusion of the undertaking was made 
Jlabeib-us- known to the imperial Ougtai, he hastened to provide for the security 
‘ of the new government, by dispatching Mahmud Yelwauje, the Bokh- 

arian formerly adverted to as one of the ministers of Jengueiz, with a 
code of laws and orders for its permanent regulation. 

The complete subjugation of the Chinese monarchy, on the death of 
Altan Khaun, by the sons of Jengueiz, is here stated to have occurred 
in the former Jummaudy of the six hundred and thirty first of the 
Hidjerah ;*about sixyearsand six months after thedemiseof that great 
conqueror. In the course of the same year, Ougt&i having erected foe 
himself at Karakorum, a palace of extraordinary magnificence, each of 
the Shafrz&dahs, and principal Ameirs proceeded to follow his example,' 
by raising, contiguous to, and in the quarters round it, superb and 
lofty structures, decorated with all the skill and exquisite workman¬ 
ship, for which the artists of Khatay and China, now assembled at the 
imperial residence, have ever been so justly celebrated. Two years, 
afterwards,namely, in the six hundredand thirty thirdof the Hidjerah,* 
bis nephew Bath the son of Jiljy, his own son Guyug, or Gayug, with, 
Mangfi the son of Tidy, and Mungaotoury, and Paydaur, the sons.of 
Tcheghatai, proceeded by the directionsof Ougthi to reduce the severaL 
countries of Russe, or Muscovy, Tchirkess, or Cireassia, Bulghatuy 
north of Keptchauk,and lastly of Kashghar. In a period of seven years, 
during which they were employed in these widely extendedoperations* 
they are said to have been triumphant in every quarter; returning at 
the expiration of that period, covered with glory to the court of O.ug- 
tai; and it was probably during this expedition, which took place be¬ 
tween the 1236thand the,1243d of the Christian sera, that Bhtu carried 
his ravages through Poland, and Moravia and Hungary, to the banks, 
of the Danube. 

About the same period, the six hundred and thirty third year of the- 
Hidjerah, an officer of the name of Arghun Aka, or Aga, of the tribe of 
Ouairat, brought up in the civil, or financial department of the army, 
and enrolled among the macebearers of the court, was appointed to 
the government of Khorassaun. This nobleman, soon after his.arrival. 

* February. A.. D. 1234. tA. D. 1236. 
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■ n nis province, frnrfdrtobk Tn'one of hrandispafeties to'deseribe to His 
sovereign, some faint outlineof the melancholy desolation which strll 
coveredthe territory of Her&t. The heart ofOugtai long inured, as he had 
been, to the most dreadful scenes of havbcaud blood, had by this time 
begdn to expand to the sentiments of benevolence to which he was 
disposed by nature. He became impressed with an earnest desire to 
restore from its ruins, that once splendid and beautiful city ; and gave 
orders that AmeirEzz-ud-dein, the provost of the weavers, who with 
five hundred of his trade, had been formerly transported into Tartary, 
on the submission of the inhabitants to Tuly Khaun, should immedi¬ 
ately proceed into Khorassaun ; accompanied by fifty of his fellow ex¬ 
iles, expressly charged to employ their utmost exertions in rebuilding 
their native place, andin restoring cultivation to the surrounding soli¬ 
tude. A Moghul chief of the name of Kereikwas their associate, with 
a patent for the government of Herat, and letters addressed to the peo¬ 
ple of Khorassaun in general ; calling upon them to bewareofexhibk- 
ing the slightest neglect in promoting the benevolent design-. In the 
six hundred and thirty sixth of the Hidjerah,* Ezz-ud-dein and his 
associates reached Herat, and commenced without delay, and with the 
utmost activity, the w«?rk of restoration-. The exertions of patriot 
zeal, and benevolent policy, were in a short time recompensed. The 
long lamented city rose again majestic among the ruins, and rapidly 
resumed 1 the resemblance, at least, of her former stateliness, and exten¬ 
sive population. 

Many conspicuous and striking proofs are further related-of the en¬ 
larged understanding, benevolent disposition, and extensive liberality 
of O ugthi ; but it will be sufficient for the design of these pages to in- 
| troducethe two following instances; the first, as it refers-to the extreme 
dread ofthunder ascribed to the Moghuls, in the XXth article of the 
eode of laws, exhibited in his history, by De la Croix ; and the second,, 
as it is represented, on the authority of the Rouzut-.us-suffa, to Have 
but a short time preceded, and in somerespect perhaps to have hast¬ 
ened his death. 

By a law of the Moghfdsr, the people are strictly prohibited from sit¬ 
ting in their ponds and rivers, either to bathe or even wash their hands; 
l’rojn carrying water in vessels of gold or silver ; and from spreading 

*A. D. 1239: 
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theif linen *whefi washed, on the open plains to dry, during the day 
time, whether in spring or summer ; their country being subject to 
dreadful thunder-storms from the commencement of the one season 
to the clos£ of the other, and it being the national belief that all the 
above circumstances, (either by the exhalations produced in disturbing 
the waters, or some othercause unexplained) had a tendency toincrease 
the violence, and frequency of those phoenomena. Hence, as Ougtki 
and his brother Tcheghatki, were one day on their return from a hunt¬ 
ing party, they came unexpectedly upon an unfortunate Mussulman 
while bathing himself; and Tcheghat&i was proceeding to execute sum¬ 
mary justice, by putting him to instant-death, when moved by an in¬ 
herent sentiment of compassion, Ou'gtki interceded for the man, hy 
stating that the day was far spent, and that he was not then at leisure to 
inquire into the circumstances of his offence. He therefore suggested 
the propriety of committing him for that night, to the custody of Oaun- 
eshmund H&jeb, one of the grooms of his bedchamber; and that it 
would be time enough to put the law in force against him, on the fol- 
lowingday. Tcheghat&i was prevailed upon to agree to this arrangement, 
and the man was accordingly consigned to the care of Dauneshmund, 
who conveyed him to his own quarters. The same night, Ougt&i dis¬ 
patched a person in whom he could confide, to deposit a balesh of sil¬ 
ver* in that part of the river, in which the man had been found bathing 
himself ; while another person was employed v to instruct the delin¬ 
quent, when he should be brought the next day for trial, to allege in 
extenuation, that being a man in indigent circumstances, and all his 
Wealth comprised in a single b&lesh of silver, he was overcome by 
bis apprehensions of losing it, when he perceived himself suddenly sur¬ 
rounded by a strange body of cavalry ; and that he therefore plunged^ 
•into the stream where he had hidden it. 

Next morning, in conformity with the directions ofTcheghat&i, Daun- 
eshmund conducted his prisoner tothe presence of Ougtai; where, to 
the questions put to him, as to the motives by which he had been ac¬ 
tuated to violate the known lawsof theempire, he made thereply in which 
he had been previously instructed ; and some of the attendants were 
ordered to the spot, to search for this obvious proof of his truth or false- 

* A coin of the value ofabout four shillings; the bAlesh of gold being of the weight of 
eight mcthkals, and two daunkahs, each metbkal or meskal, eqnal to a dram and a half. 
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The b&Iesh was found, in the same plaiie in which it had been A. H. 63tfc. 
deposited, and laid before the monarch. On this Ougt&i proceeded to A. P-1239. 
declare, that he did notconceive there existed a human being who could Habeib-us 
deliberately venture to set his laws at defiance; and that this wretched #e ^ T * 
Creature, smarting under the excess of poverty and want, had therefore 
probably been induced to risk his lifefor the preservation of asingle piece 
of silver. Then directing ten more pieces to be added to the original 
b&lesh, he gave the whole to the Mussulman ; and dismissed him, with 
a caution to beware in future, of committing himself by a similar 
transgression. 

The next instance exhibits a similar trait of benevolence, combined 
With a strong tincture of superstition. A Moghul shepherd had the 
greater part of his flock destroyed, in the course of a single night, by the 
savage depredations of a wolf; and he ventured on> the morning which 
followed, to describe to the imperial Ougtai, the cruel mischief by 
Which he had been thus stripped of his property. The monarch de¬ 
sired him to console himself, for that the destroyer must soon be taken. 

It so happened that a band of wrestlers, or athletas, who were travelling 
from Khorassaun to exhibit their performances at the court of Ougtai, 
should seize the wolf, and bring it with them into the presenceof that 
tnonarch. Assigning to the athletge a reward of one thousand b&lesh, 

Ougtai sent for the shepherd ; and telling him, that the death of the 
wolf could avail but little to- repair his losses, at the same time made 
him a present of one thousand sheep, and set the ferocious marauder 
at large: but some greyhounds which lay on the watch, immediately 
tore the wolf to pieces. The Kaan appeared considerably disturbed 
by the latter circumstance ;• and as a sort of retaliation for blood, causing 
the dogs to be also destroyed', retired' to his pavilion under extreme 
..depression of mind. To his courtiers he explained, that perceiving in- 
himself some strong symptoms of approaching debility, and decline of 
"health, he had conceived- the idea that by rescuing some living crea¬ 
ture from the jawsof death, heaven might in compensation be disposed 
to prolong his life. But, since the wolf had not been permitted taescape, 
it was manifest that the propitiation was rejected, and that he must 
shortly prepare to die. liis conjecture proved well founded.. Not 
many days elasped before he was confined to the bed of sinknes; and he. 
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expired shortly after^vard^ jostly lamented byhis subject*, some tidier 
in, tlie six hundred and thirty ninth of the Hidjerah, after a reign of 
abput thirteen years. 

From an inspection of the map* it will, not be disputed,tlijat Qugtai 
was possessed of the greatest monarchy, that ever, appeared on earth ; 
since hie was paramount sovereign of aU the coun tries from,the southern 
limits of Ghipa to the mountains of. Irak Ajem, extending frpm the 
forty seventh, to tire hundred and twentieth degree qf longitude, and 
from the-twenty ( second to the fiftieth degree of north latitude. 

Guyug, or Gayoug Khaun, the sonofOugtki, second of the mor.» 
archsof^arakoruraand Kaluran, of the race of Jengueiz. 

In the zenjth of his power, Ougtai is described to have declared his 
eldest son JG^utchu by Tiuakeina Khiftun* heir apparent to, his vast 
possessions; but that prince dying before his father, his son Sheiramfin, 
an infant, was in his stead nominated to the succession. This minor,, 
on the deatbof Qugtai,his grandmotherTtirakeina, tftecommon mother 
of all the children of the deceased monarch, placed upon the throne of 
(he Moghuls, taking upon herself the arduous task of administering in 
his,behalf theaffairs of the -empire ; and, by her consummate skilland 
sagacity, as well as by a seasonable distribution of favors and rewards, 
succeeded in producing a temporary submission to her power, in thq 
armies, and the people in general. The dowager, had, however, about 
her person a female captive of the name of F&tima, a native oflusse, 
or Mush-hed-e-mukodsah, who possessed her confidence in a pre-e¬ 
minent degree, and whom she consulted in the most secret concerns of 
her government. This imprudent preference excited, in many of the 
Ameirsand principal officers of the court, a spirit of jealousy and envy 
towards its object, that, at a convenient opportunity, did not fail to dis¬ 
close itself. 

At the expiration of about three years, during which the destinies 
of the ulous, or family of Jengueiz, continuedat the discretion ofTur- 
ekeina, Guyug Khaun returned ; to I^arakorum, from the expedition in 
which he had been engaged against Circassia, and the territory of Bui. 
ghaur. With all his power, he declined however for the present, tQ as¬ 
sume the imperial authority; which he left, to be exercised unimpaired, 
in thq hands of his mother. In the mean time, that,princess h^d $s- 
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patched to every quarter of the empire, to summons the different chiefs* A.H.?649 i 
subordinatetQthe Jenguizian succession, tothegeneral assembly which A - p 18 * 5, 
she was abput to.convene at the imperial residence. A numerous con- H abeilM >3- 
course, composed of the princes, nobility, and most distinguished ' 
orders ofpatives,.from every part of the vast territory betweep the fron¬ 
tiers of Syria and Iveptchauk, and the utmost limits of China, with the 
exception.only of Batii the son of Jujy, who was hostile to the inter¬ 
ests of Guyug Kbaun, accordingly met at Oordh, or Ourdubaligh, the 
designation frequently given to Karakorum, as the city of the Ourdu, 
or imperial encampment ;where it required an equipmentoff wo thousand, 
tents, with a vast provision of every article of subsistanee and luxury, to 
accommodate, and entertain the variegated and splendid multitude. 

When the diet, by the presence of those who were destined to form 
it, appeared complete, .the Khauns, and principal members of the im? 
perial family proceeded to determine, which of the individuals of the 
race of Ougtki, they should permanently invest with the supreme 
power; and, as it was now perceived .that- K-outan, the son of that 
monarch, was incapacitated by some personal infirmity, and his grand¬ 
son Sheiramun by childhood, from the adequate exercise of the func¬ 
tions of imperial authority, and, the dowager Turpkeina, as well as 
Sey£ukoukteny,the widow of,Tuly Khaun, were both in favpr of the 
claims of Guyfig, th e other branches of the imperial stock, and more, 
powerful .NAyans, were without much difficulty brought to,coincide. 

Guyug Khaun, in the latter Rebbeia of the six hundred and forty third 
of the llidjer.ah,* and at the moment indicated by the astrologers, was 
accordingly seated on the throne of the Kaans, with the customary 
formalities; his cousin german Mangu, the son of Tuly Khaun, hold¬ 
ing him by the right, and another of the augusrfamily of Jengueiz, 
by the left hand. This was followed by a liberal display of munifi¬ 
cence, on the part of the new sovereign, and by several days of festivity 
and rejoicing ; after vyliich, it was found expedient ,tp investigate with 
some severity, the occurrences which had taken place since the de¬ 
mise of the late Khan. 

It has been already noticed that a KUorassauniau- female, by her in-, 
fluence with the dowager Tfirakeina,- had rendered herself extremely 
* September A. D, 12 to—Kholaussut-ui-aklibaur. 
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obnoxious to some of the gfeat officers of the empire; whose jealousy 
she had excited by availing herself of her favor with her mistress, to 
interpose in the affairs of government. While their attention was 
engaged in solemnizing the installation of Guy&g Khaun, his brother 
Koutan, or Goutan, became dangerously disordered ; and one of the 
dissatisfied Nhyans contrivedto persuade him, that his distemperwaS 
the effect of witchcraft, or sorcery on the part of F&tima. The weak 
prince, on his journey homewards, dispatched a message to inform his 
hrother accordingly, that the disorder under which he languished, had! 
been produced by the diabolical practices of the Persian favorite; and 
expressing a confidence, that if the result was fatal to his existence, 
the sorceress would not be suffered to escape the punishment due to 
her crimes. Not long afterwards, the death of Koutan was actually 
announced ; and Tcbeigh&i, one of the generals, who bad acquired an 
unbounded influence in the councils of the emperor, became extremely 
urgent, that the matter might be made the subject of immediate, and 
serious scrutiny. A letter was upon this conveyed to TUrakeina, from 
the emperor her son, requiring that Fatima might be sent to his pre¬ 
sence. Thedowager, on various pretences, at first eludedthe demand; 
but the emperor becoming more peremptory in his applications, she 
was ultimately constrained to. deliver up her favorite: anck as that 
princess died in the course of a very few days, the in vestigation of the- 
charge against Fatima, was prosecuted with- umnitigating severity. 
At last, by keeping her for several days exposed in a state of hunger 
and nakedness, and otherwise menacing her with punishments still 
more aggravated, they finally succeeded in extorting from her a con¬ 
fession of her guilt; and this innocent and defenceless female was there¬ 
upon condemned to suffer immediate execution. 

It was next discovered, that some time previous to the arrival of 
Guyfig Khaun at Karakorum, Ounj, orOutchakein,,or Outakein Nuy- 
an, the brother of Jeagueiz mentioned in a former page, and the aged 
sire of eighty sons and grandsons, had approached the same metropolis, 
with acknowledged views on the sovereign authority. And, as in the 
course of the investigation which followed, the venerable chief appears 
either not to have disavowed or at least to have made but a slight ex¬ 
ertion to exculpate himself of the design, severalof bis principal £ 61 - 
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lowers were condemned to atopewith theirlives, forthe offence of their 
leader. The Moghhl and Tartar chiefs, who had met at K&rakorum 
for the purpose of attending the general diet, were now dismissed to 
their respective governments ; and the agents of several of the powers, 
still suffered to exist inT&rkestaun,andPertNa, and other parts of Asia, 
took their leave at the same time, loaded with honors and rewards, while 
others were treated with extreme disdain and indignity. Among the 
former we find mentioned the governor of Haleb, or Aleppo, the bro¬ 
ther of the Seljfikian Sultan of Rum, or Anatolia (Key Khossrou lid) 
who received a patent of distinction,.with a magnificent Khelaut, or 
dress of honor. A message of severe reproof was, on the other hand, dis¬ 
patched to the Khalif of Baghdad (U1 Mustaussem b’lllah), in conse¬ 
quence of some complaint transmitted against him, bySheiraumun, the 
json of Jermaughfin Nfiyan, then employed at the Head of the Moghul 
troops in Persian Irak. 

At the period under consideration, we are informed that Kedauk,and 
and Tcheighai, the former Atabek, or preceptor, or governor of Gilyfig 
Kbaun, and the latter Ameir-ul-umra, premier grandee, and lieutenant 
general of his armies, were both Christians ; and, that by perpetually 
holding up to the admiration of their sovereign, its doctrinesj these 
men at last succeeded in lteading him, to evince a decided preference in 
favor olthe religionwhich they professed. Hence, the vvholeinfluenee of 
the government beingexerted to promote,and encourage the Christians, 
they flocked in great numbers to the court of the Kaan, whiletheir adver¬ 
saries, the disciples of the Korkn, experienced the most mortifying and 
degrading depression, from the predominance, of their detested rivals; 
itbeingindeed represented,according to our author, thatno Mussulman 
durst venture even to address himself to a Christian in an elevated tone 
of voice. In this crisis of their prosperity, the Christians are accused of 
having obtained, through the medium of the two ministers, Kedaukand 
Tcheighai, adecreefiortheemasculationofeveryMahommedan, through¬ 
out the empire of Guyug Khaun ; but one of their leading men, while 
bearing from the court of the monarch the obnoxious decree, for the 
purposeof announcing it, being fiercely assailed by the dogs in the street, 
they seized him by, and tore to pieces the very organs, of which he was 
preparing to bereave the adverse sect, Ajudgment so striking deterred 
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"the chrisflans from prosecuting their insoleht de'stgtts'^gainst the Ma- 
homiwedans ; nay further, it rendered them cautious'of repeating even 
the names of those, ofer whom they had so recently, and haughtily 
presumed to domineer. 

Such a statement as Rie aboVC might lead Us to a'belief, that the, 
Prester John of Asia, the problematical Christian sovereign so much 
spoken of in the latter end of the twelfth, and beginning of the 
thirteenth century, is to be sought for in Guyug Khaim, the second 
of the successors of Jengueiz, and the subject of the present article ; 
who had probably acquired a pretty intimate knowledge of Christianity^ 
during the expeditions in which lie was for several years engaged, on 
the borders of Circassia, and the Russian territories. The character 
has however, perhaps on better grounds, been by others assigned tb 
Oung Khaun, the sovereign of the Keraeits ; whose brother Tchangu^ 
ov Jaunkfi, the father of Seyurkoukteny Beiggy, and maternal grand¬ 
father, of Mangu, Kfiblai, and Hulaukfi Kaans, is expressly acknow¬ 
ledged to have been a Christian. On this point, the authorof these pages 
confesses his incompetence to give an opinion. He will only presume 
to remark, that the resemblance is more striking in Guyfig Khaun and 
his government, than he has been able any where else to discover, in 
the course of his researches in Persian history. 

Not long after he had vindicated his claims to the succession, and in other 
respects firmly established his authority, Guy fig Khaun determined on 
an excursion westward, to visit the territories on the Jeyhun ; and he 
accordingly departed from OurdfiMligh, at the head of bis army, amf 
accompanied by every requisite for pleasure, or recreation, in the con¬ 
cluding year of his life. Contrary to the practice exhibited by hi* 
tremendous progenitor, every city,and town, which lay in the direction 
of his march, experienced on this occasion, either from Ins treasury 
or his wardrobe, the most extensive proofs of a bounteous and. munifi-> 
cent disposition: but, continues our author, the splendor oft-he imperial, 
standard had no sooner shed the lustre of its beams on the territory of 
Samarkand, than his progress, like that of all of mortal kind, was sud¬ 
denly arrested by the hand of death ; about the latter Rebbeia of the 
six hundred and forty fourth of tlie iiidjefah,* after a short reign of 
one vear. 


^ August A. D. 1246. 
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In spite of .the inveterate prejudices of the Mahotmnedan writers, 
they are constrained to acknowledge, that in the justice of his admin¬ 
istration, in the paternal care with which he laboured to promote the 
welfare aod prosperity of his people, and in his extensive and universal 
benevolence, he closely imitated the illustrious example of his father. 

Mangu Kaan the son ofTuly Khaun, third of the monarchs of Kar¬ 
akorum and Kaluran, of the race of Jengueiz. 

When the life of Guyug Khaun thus unexpectedly terminated in 
the neighborhood of Samarkand, the fabric of that stupendous power, 
which had been erected by the talents and prowess of Jengueiz, begaA 
tp give way to the spirit of discard ; which at this period seems to have 
more clearly manifested itself in the final separation of many of the 
princes of the imperial blood, each with different views and projects- 
of ambition, to their respective governments'. But of all the princes of 
the race of Jengueiz who flourished at the same crisis, Bath or Batui, 
the son of Jujy Khaun, the sovereign of the boundless plains on the 
Volga, and Borysthenes, on whom the Tartars have conferred the title 
ofSkein Khaun, surpassed in the magnificence of his court and thegran- 
deur of his power. Independent of these grounds, he might neverthe¬ 
less, as the representative of the elder branch of the family, have pro¬ 
ceeded without materially incurring the implication of arrogance, to 
exercise the privilege of which he now availed himself, to demand in 
Keptchauk, the presence of the whole of the Shahzadahs of the kindred of 
Jengueiz, the most powerful of the Nuyans, and other chieftains ofthe 
Moghul tribes ; in order to seat on the throne, that individual whom 
they couceived most worthy of the imperiaL dignity. Some of the 
princes, however,violently opposed this usnrp-ation.ofpower; contend¬ 
ing that the legitimate abode of the Jenguizian authority, being at Kar¬ 
akorum, a joprnej' to Keptchauk, was on. their part as unnecessary, as 
it was subversive of established precedent. At the same time, many 
thought k prudent to. appear’ by their representatives, while others 
proceeded in person to. assist at the diet thus convoked in Keptchauk. 
Among the latter class, influenced by the counsels of his mother, 
Seyurkoukteny Beiggy the daughter of Tchangh, or Jaunku, the bro¬ 
ther ofOungKhaun, by religion a Christian, and a woman ofsingutar 
liberality, talents and virtue, was Mangu the sou ofTuly Khaun; whom 
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she persuaded, however the majority of his kinsmen seemed disposed 
to the Contrary, to hasten, accompanied by his brothers to the presence 
of his kinsman Batft. MattgtJt experienced from the Khalin of Kep- 
tchauk themost flattering-reception, that prince affecting to discover in 
his countenance the most evident indications of an eialtcd destiny ; 
and immediately declaring, that of all the princes of the blood of Jen- 
gueiz, this young man* appeared to him the best qualified to succeed 
to the sovereign power. And, in this opinion, most of those present 
being brought to Concur, Bath without further debate put off his tiara, 
and his girdle from his waist, and on his bended knee proceeded on the 
spotto do homage to his kinsman. -It was then determined, that in the 
course of the'ensuing year, Mangh should be solemnly enthroned in 
the presence ofageneral diet of the states of the empire, tobe convened, 
forthat purpose, at the filftgh yurut or imperial residence of Karakorum. 

Soon after this, Bktfi dispatched hisbrotherBerkahOghhl, with Bouka 
Teymfir and a great army, to conduct the Kaan elect to the metropolis 
of Kalfiran,ancl tosecure the general acknowledgement of his authority.. 
Here, in^pursuanceof their plan, they proceeded on their arrival to cir¬ 
culate to the different parts of the empire, letters to expedite the meet¬ 
ing of the Kurilt&i, or general convention ; but, as the arrangements 
for adjusting the succession were openly disapproved of by BeissA- 
menka the son of Tcheghatai, by Sheiraumfin the son of Kutchui, and 
by Batu Oghul the Bon of Guyftg Khaun, they peremptorily refused to 
obey thesummons; declaring that the blood of Ougtai was alone worthy of 
the imperial dignity ; and conveying at the same time, by their res¬ 
pective agents, to the S&ein Khaun a formal protest against the as¬ 
sumption which he had exercised, in thus disposing of the sovereign 
power. These obstacles produced in the final determination of the 
diet, a delay of nearly four years ; and Berkah Ogh&l becoming at length 
Weary of the tedious suspense, wrote to his brother, requiring further 
instructions, in what manner to proceed, in order to bring the matter 
in which he was engaged to a favorable termination. He' was directed 
in reply, to seat his cousin Mangu on the throne of Jengueiz, without 
regard either to the assent or dissent of the Shazadahs ; and to strike 


At this period he might be about two or three and thirty. 
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qff the heads of those who persisted in opposing the measure. r,This A. H. 640. 
hastened the point to a decision. Mangu Kaan was enthroned with- A. D. i~ 2 ui. 
out further delay, and with the usual formalities, in the presence of Habeib-us- 
those who had long since concurred in his elevation ; and he gave on se *' r ‘ 
the day of his accession a strong proof of his universal benevolence, by 
extending the effects of it, as far as possible, even to the brute creation, 
whichon that day he entirely exemptedboth fromlabour and slaughter.* 

The family of Ougt&i Kaan, and the Shahzadahs adverse to the suc¬ 
cession of Mangu, were in the mean time forming a conspiracy to sub¬ 
vert his power; and for that purpose were clandestinely approaching 
the imperial residence, accompanied by a number of waggons secretly 
loaded with arms. An attendant of the Kaan’s, in search of a stray 
camel, falling however, unexpectedly, upon the camp of the malcon¬ 
tents, became acquainted with the design in agitation, and hastened 
tp convey the intelligence to his sovereign. Mengasaur Nftyan, one 
of the imperial generals, with a body of two thousand horse, was im¬ 
mediately detached to throw himself in the way of the Shahzadahs, 
and to ascertain the truth of the report. This chieftain succeeded in 
surrounding the camp of the conspirators, erne morning, before he 
Could be observed ; and sent to inform the princes that their intenti¬ 
ons had been represented at court, in such colours, that in order to 
remove the unfavorable impression, it behoved them to appear with¬ 
out delay in the presence of the emperor. Sheiramun and his associ¬ 
ates, when they recovered from the first moments of surprise, solemnly 
protested that their design in approaching the metropolis, was actuated 
by the most innocent, if not the purest motives ; and with these as¬ 
surances mounting their horses, accompanied the general without hes¬ 
itation to the presence of Mangu. After entertaining them witk 
sumptuous hospitality for a period of three days, that monarch pro¬ 
ceeded in person on the fourth day, to examine into the truth of the 
facts alleged against them. The guilt of the Shahzadahs was suffici¬ 
ently substantiated ; and Kedauk, the Christian minister recently adr 

* For one week nevertheless, during which the festivities of the installation continued on 
this occasion, the consumption of the court is said to have amounted to two thousand wag. 
gon or cart loads of liquor, three hundred horses and oxeu* and two thousand sheep, 
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A. H. 010-51. verted to, who had held the most distinguished employments, both 
A. D. 12 .)l 5.1. under Ougt&i, and Guytig Khaun, together with seventy thousand 
ilabeib-us- individuals concerned in leading the princes astray, suffered by the 
sword of the executioner. 

Having thus set his mind at rest, with regard to those who were 
hostile to his authority, Mangfi Kaan now dismissed the princes Berkah 
Oghul, and Buka Teymfir, with suitable presents, and acknowledge¬ 
ments of their important services, to hiatkinsmarr B&tu. The govern¬ 
ment of the eastern provinces of the empire, including the conquered 
part of China, for it does not yet appear to have been entirely subdued, 
was continued to Mahmfid Yelwauje; while the son of that minister, 
Mussaoud Beg, was invested with the Vizzaurut of Transoxiana. The 
great provinces of Khorassaun, Ir&k Ajem, and Azerbayjaun, were 
assigned in permanence to Arghun Kliaun ; who was accompanied, 
unfortunately, by Shurf-ud-dein, a Khaurezmian scribe, or notary, of 
the most arbitrary and unprincipled character, as commissioner to su¬ 
perintend the collections. By an ordinance issued under the autho¬ 
rity of Mangu K&an, a levy of four thousand b&Iesh had been fixed 
on these provinces, as a composition for arrears of tribute ; and the 
Khaurezmian, immediately on his arrival, employed his son to exact 
from the inhabitants ten dinaurs, for every one, of the authorized con¬ 
tribution ; and his scheme of oppression was prosecuted with such- 
unrelenting obduracy, that these noble provinces were agrin soon de¬ 
solated by the ordinary train of distress and dispersion. 

Theauthority ofManguhad,at thesametime,notlongbeen consolidated 
On abasisofsecurity,and the affairs of Tfirkestaun, of the country of the 
Moghuls, and the territory on the Oxus, finally terminated to his satis¬ 
faction, when, about thesix hundred and fifty first of the Hidjerah, in 
consequence of some statements which reached him, through Kauzy 
Shums-ud-dein the Kazveinian, relative to the usurpations ofthe schis-' 
matical zealots of Almowut, and to the pride and arrogance of the Kha- 
lif Mustaussem, he resolved to dispatch his brother HAlauku, into the 
provinces of the Persian empire. This circumstance would lead, us 
immediately within the natural limits of our design ; but as it might 
be unsatisfactory to dismiss the history ofthe monarchspf K&rakorum, 
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however brief, in a manner so abrupt-, we shall intreat the indulgence A. H. fiat -53 
of the reader, to the completion of the series. A - D l2o3 " ,;> 

Having sent Hulaukfi to secure and extend his dominions westward, 
the views ofMangfi K&an were next directed to the final subjugation 
of China ; and for this enterprise he selected his brother Kublai, pro¬ 
posing to follow in person at a convenient period. An embassador was 
however employed in the first instance, ason former occasions, to re¬ 
quire that the Fughfftr, or monarch of that great country, whose name 
is stated to have been Tehoulfan, perhaps Tchoukang, should acknow¬ 
ledge himself tributary to the Moghul. Hence it would appear, that 
the Tartar conquests had not previously extended beyond the northern 
part of China. Otherwise it would be difficult to account for the high 
sounding and indignant reply of the monarch '; in which the ambassa¬ 
dor is charged to inform his master, that the limits of the land which 
acknowledged his authority, far transceaded the measure of the ima¬ 
gination, and that the number of his armies was only exceeded by that 
of the*drops in the ocean ; that if the Moghul valued the permanence 
of his power, he would confine himself to the territory already sub¬ 
ject to his authority, but beware of precipitating himself and his 
people, into an abyss of tribulation and sorrow, of which he could form 
no conception. This proud message furnished fresh stimulus to the 
ambition ofMangu; and, in the six hundred and fifty third*of the Hid- 
jerah, he accordingly approached the Chinese frontier, at the head of 
an army of sixty tomauns, or six hundred thousand men. When he 
reached the banks of the Fer&mun, probably the Feramftran, or yellow 
river, he caused the unfortunate Sheiraumun, the grandson of Ougtai, 
and Khaujah Oghfil, and B&tfi, the sons of Guyfig Khaun, to be cast 
into that river, and drowned. On the frontiers of ulteriorChina, after 
evincing his prowess, and the superior force ofhis arms, in the subju¬ 
gation of numerous cities and places of smaller importance, his career 
was at last arrested by a fortified mountain of prodigious height and 
circuit, and furnished, in the utmost abundance, with every requisite 
for subsistance and defence. 

This formidable post was immediately invested bvthe Moghfil armies; 
and a siege commenced which, notwithstanding their utmost activity 

* A. D. 1255. 
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and exertion, they found themselves foiled in every attempt to bring 
to a successful termination—winter and spring elapsed without either 
a cessation to their labours, or any reasonable prospectof the reduction 
of their adversaries’ impregnable position : and the heats of summer, 
bringing with them a pestilential disorder, swept off the besiegers in 
alarming numbers. In these circumstances, and in the belief that it 
would enable him to escape the contagion, Mangu Kaan had recourse 
to frequent and protracted inebriety ; but he found it in vain to con¬ 
tend, or temporise with his destiny. The contagion at last reached 
him, apd after eight days illness conveyed him to his grave, some time 
ip the pourse of the six hundred and fifty fourth of the Hidjerah. 

Kubla, or Kublai Kaan, the son of TMy Khaun, fourth of the 
monarch® of Karakorum and Kaluran, of the race of Jengueiz. 

At the period of his brother’s death, this prince was employed in the 
northern part of China, or Khatai, of which he probably held the go¬ 
vernment ; and in consequence of the dissensions which now prevailed 
among the descendants of Jengueiz, did not succeed in, establishing his 
authority until some time in the six hundred and fifty eighth of the 
Hidjerah. On his departure for the Chinese expedition, Mangd Kaan 
had consigned the protection of the imperial residence of K&rakorum 
to his second brother, Artekbouka. ILence on the demise of Mangu, 
that prince had an opportunity of asserting his claim to the sovereign 
dignity ; which hedeterminedtosupportby immediatehostilitiesagainst 
his elder brother KublM. In three great battles, which took place be* 
tween the rival brothers, Artekbouka was beaten in the two first, hut 
victorious in the last; and Kublai, yielding to his adverse fortune with¬ 
drew into Khatai. But, by one of those unlocked for vicissitudes so 
frequent in the events of huipap life, the power of Artekbouka being 
destroyed inacontest with Alghu Khaun, theTeheghatayan monarch of 
.Alniauligh, that prince became a suppliant for the protection of the 
brother whom he had so mortally injured ; and to whom he now made 
a voluntary surrender of his person. The empire of Karakorum with 
the entire of the dominion^ of Jengueiz, became thus ultimately and 
permanently vested in the handsofKublii; who punished his brotherby 
confining him to a narrow enclosure, or wall of Arabian thorns inter¬ 
woven, in which he perished at the expiration of a twelve-month. 
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Soon after he had finally established his power, Kfiblfii determined to 
resume the designs of subjugation against the Chinese territory ; of 
which, aftera succession of campaigrts he ultimately rendered himself 
complete master. In Khat&i, ndt far from Tehengdu, the ancient me¬ 
tropolis of the Khauns, we find that he now proceeded to erect the ce¬ 
lebrated city called by the Moghuls Khaunbaligh, (orCambalu,) the 
Pekin of the moderns, with in a square, of which each face is described 
as four farsangs, or leagues in length ; and moreover, that he connected 
his new metropolis, by a canal of forty days’ journey in length, with 
the Zeytoun, here said to be the river which forms the boundary be¬ 
tween China and Hindustaun. It Was probably the Chaitom or 
Tchaytam, of which name there appears a river in the maps, about that 
distance, west-south-westof Pekin. He thus formed with that remote 
peninsula, a communication which led'into the heart of Khatai; the 
merchants of India bringing the produce of their country, in vessels 
along the canal, to the very centre of Khaunbaligh, which, in the lapse 
of a very short time, became a most populous and flourishing city. 

The death of Kflbl&i K&an appears to have taken place about the six 
hundred and ninety third of the Hidjerah,* when he had attained to 
the age of eighty three, and after a reign of five and thirty years. He 
left a progeny of twelve sons. 

Teymur, entitled Ouljaytfi K&an,the grandson of Kfiblai, and fifth 
of the monarchsof Karakorum, of the race of Jengueiz. 

While he was yet in possession of health and power Kublai had pub¬ 
licly declared his son Jeimkeim, heir to the throne of Jengueiz ; but 
that prince dying before his father, the succession was settled on his 
son Teymftr, not less distinguished for his failings, than for his love of 
justice. At the period of his father’s death, Teymur was absent on 
the borders of western Tartary, superintending the equipment of the 
armies about to be employed against Shahzadah Keydu ; an able and 
warlike prince, one of the grandsons of Ougtai Kaan, who had recently 
become extremely formidable in that quarter. The mother of Teymur, 
however, took charge of the government in the absence of her son ; 
and dispatched Nausser-ud-dein Abu Bukker, entitled, Saman, and 
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sometimes Beyan Kinjan,* (one of the" four ministers of finance of the 
deceased monarch* and a descendant of Seyud Ajel of Bokhara) go¬ 
vernor of the Chinese province of Karatchang, in the reign of Mangfit 
K&an, to hasten his return to the capital. The prince proceeded with¬ 
out delay, on intelligence of this event, towards Khaunbuligb, which 
he reached some time in the six hundred and ninety fourth of the 
Hidjerah. He was immediately enthroned, by the whole of the Shah- 
zadahs, and Nuyans, or principal nobility on the spot, with the title 
of Ouljaytu, or Qoljaytu Kaan,and gave ample display to the scenes 
of festivity, and to the munificent liberality, usually exhibited on si¬ 
milar occasions. Among those to whom he continued thedignities and 
appointments held under his grandfather, he particularly distinguished 
the Mahommedan minister Saman Kinjan recently adverted to, whose 
power and respectability he considerably advanced; whom inallmat- 
ters of revenue he directed to be implicitly obeyed ; and who retained 
by his sovereign’s express instructions, the simple designation of his 
father and grandfather, Set/ucl AjeL The government of KArakorum, 
andofthe patrimonial inheritance of Jengueiz,he consigned tohis elder 
brother Kumlai, and that of Seinkout, to his cousin german Abend&U 
Oghul, another of the grandsons ofKublai KAaa. 

The war with Shahzadah Keydu, which had gradually .assumed the 
most alarming aspect, was entrusted to the management of KouktchCn 
the son of Kouz Gurekan ; the imperial residence being at tliis time, to 
all appearance, permanently transferred to the new city of Khaunbaligh, 
It h as been already intimated that Teymur Kuan was the slave of par¬ 
ticular failings ; and. it is now recorded to his praise, that all the atten¬ 
tion which he could spare from his intemperate indulgences, was en¬ 
tirely devoted to repress the iniquitous usurpations of tyrannical vio¬ 
lence, and to enforce the administration of justice. From the earliest 
period of life, be had, however, to a degree of frenzy, b£en addicted to 
wine; from which he was not to be reclaimed either by admonitions, or 
by any mode of restraint imposed upon him, by the paternal care of an 
anxious grandfather. Hence on the. death of Ivhbl&i, and his conse¬ 
quent accession to the sovereign power, he became an absolute slave 

t Kinjan, or Kib jan, was the appellation bestowed upon his four finance ministers by the 
emperor K&blai; as Tchiusang was the title conferred on his four principal ministers of state. 
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to this his ungovernable propensity, consuming day and night without 
intermission, in the same intemperate course of indulgence; and in this, 
in defiance of the remonstrances of his best friends, he persevered until 
•at the expiration of six years, these gross and brutal excesses produced 
upon him their natural effect, an incurable paralytic disorder, under 
which he, however, languished to the twelfth year of his reign, when he 
died. During the latter period, the government was administered by 
his consort, assisted by the advice of the principal ameirs of the empire. 

Of the remaining monarchs of Karakorum, of the race of Jengueiz, 
fourteen in number, it will be sufficient with the author, to subjoin 
the annexed list of names. 

Vlth. Kfishilai, the son of Jenisek the son ofTermah the son of Jeim- 
keiin,the son of Kffblai Kaan. Vllth. Tuktai, or Tuguiai, the son of 
Kfishilai. VlIIth.Bavzyor Taizy the sonofTouleg,orNoulek,onwhom 
his subjects conferred the title, or surname of Beylektft. IXth. Noush- 
iraun, perhaps Noushirvaun, the son of Dara, during whose reign, not¬ 
withstanding the many virtuous and amiable qualities which are said 
to have adorned his character, the authority of the K&ans of Karakorum, 
became convulsed by the most serious disturbances. Xth. Tougatey- 
mur, the son of Teymur K&an, Xlth.Tensur, orBeissourdaur. Xllth. 
Aynkah, or Aykah, the son of Tensurdaur. XHIth. Evleng K&an. 
XIYth. Keyterour, orGuytemftr. XVth. Arckteymur. XVTth.Eyl- 
tehyTeymurKaan. This prince, for some time, attended the court ofTey- 
lnur. We learn however,according to our author, from the introductory 
discoursetotheZuffurnamahofthe Yezdian, that the prince who visited 
the court of the great Teymur bore the name of Taizy;* who on the 
death of his patron (in the 807th of the Hidjerahf| returned to the 
filughynrut, or imperial residence near.Karakorum, where he ascended' 
the throne of the Kaans. But an insurgent, of the naoveof Tutkour, 
having revolted in Khatai, some time previous to the accession of 
Taizy, and ultimately rendered himself entire master of the greater 

* Taizi Aglcn, or Oghlan, of the race ofOctai, is mentioned as beingpresent at the court 
•of Teymfir, a little before the death of that monarch at Otraur. t ide history of Tiauu: 
Bee. chap. -9. 

t A. D. 1405. 
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part of the Chinese empire, the successor of Jengueiz was reduced to 
confine himself to the original Yfirut, or territory of his ancestors, here 
expressly stated to refer to Kalmauk and Karakorum. XVIIth. Altki 
K&an,ofthelineofArtekbouka,thethirdsonofTAlyKhaup. XVIIIth. 
Werd&i the son of Melekteymur. XIXth. and last, Ad&i the son 
of Arekteymflr. These two latter princes are also stated to have 
been descended from Artekbouka, and like him, according to De la 
Croix, not to have been numbered among the K&ans ; our author in¬ 
deed finally remarks, that the Taizy recently mentioned, having been 
killed, after a short reign, the dominions of his ancestors were taken 
possession of, by the chiefs of the tribe of Oueyraut. 
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CHAP. XII* 

A T the close of the fifth chapter, the reader will have witnessed the A. H. 658 . 

final extinction of the Khelaufut, in the person of the unfortunate A - D - 1258 - 
Mustaussem ; whose possessions, with the whole of the territory west- Habeib-us- 
ward of the Oxus, then devolved to HuuukuKhacn, the fourth son seyr * 
ofTuly Khaun, and Istofthe Persian monarchs of the race of Jengueiz. 

Having decided the fate of Baghdad then, in the manner which we 
have attempted to delineate in the preceding pages, H&lauku returned 
into Azerbkijaun. At Meraughah, in the latter end of Rudjub*, he 
received the submission of Budder-ud-dein Liilu, prince of Mossule, at 
this period in his hundredth year, and whom on thataccount he treated 
with particular kindness and distinction. He was honorably dismissed 
to hisprincipality,during the succeedingmonth of Shabaun. Not long 
afterwards, the envoys of Hulaukfi proceeded by his instructions, into 
Syria, to demand the submission of several chiefs who governed in that 
province, partof which was still subject to theauthorityof the Egyptian HlJtAUKU khaun 
S tiltans. These agents returned however to their sovereign, after an istofthe Persian mon- 
ineffectual discharge of their mission ; and in order to vindicate the archs of the race o£ 
claims of superior force, the Eyle Khaun immediately determined to Jen S ueiz> 
conduct his armies into the country. During his absence, to secure 
the allegiance of the prince of Mossule, be required that M&lek Salah 
the son of that chief, should be sent to bear him company on the expe¬ 
dition ; and on the arrival of the young chief in his camp, he married 
him to Turkan KhSLtun, the daughter of Sultan Jullaul-ud-dein the 
Khaurezmiari. 

On the twenty second of Ramzaun,f IIMauku proceededon his march 
towards Syria; but on entering the province of Diaurbekir, he detached 
the Shahzadah Yeshmput to attack the fortresses of Miafaurekein, and 

•July, A. D. 1258. t September 20th, A. D. 1258. 
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Mardein, while the reduction of Amida, or Hamid, was entrusted to 
Melek Salah. He advanced in person against Roha, or Edessa, which 
surrendered on capitulation ; but the cities of Nessebein, and Harran, 
(Carrhae) which had presumed to resist his power, he consigned over 
to plunder and slaughter. After this, he appears to have experienced 
no obstacle until he reached Aleppo ; under the walls of which, before 
the gate of Antioch, he now encamped, directing his generals with the 
several divisions under their orders, to occupy the approaches to the 
other gates. The operations of the siege commenced without delay ; 
and the Moghuls,having in ashorttime forced apassage into the city* 
through one of the gates called the Baub-ul-ferauk, indulged without 
controulin their ordinary ferocious excesses. The citadel continued 
to resist for some days longer,but ultimately shared thefate of the town; 
the whole of the inhabitants, with the exception of some manufactur¬ 
ers and mechanics, being put to the sword without mercy. 

On the reduction of A leppo, or Hhleb, Hulauku proceeded to the at¬ 
tack of a place in the neighborhood, to which the author has not con¬ 
ceived it expedient to assign a name, but which is described as possessing 
great strength and extent. When driven toextremity the garrison hovv- 
ever,sent out’to propose to theMoghflil monarch, that a certain Mussul¬ 
man, ofthenameofFakher-ud-deinSauky,nowemployedabouthis per¬ 
son, and formerly known to the inhabitants, might be allowed to confer 
with them ;and toannounce that they were willing tosurrender, provided 
this person would engage on oath, that their lives and property should 
be safe. Whatever were his intentions as to the performance, the 
scruples of Hfilaukh were hot of a nicety to withhold any engagement; 
and he accordingly authorised the person they had fixed upon, to ac¬ 
cede, without hesitation, to whatever terms they might think proper 
to demand. In such circumstances, it was not difficult to come to a 
conclusion ; the conditions were formally ratified, and thegarrison, re¬ 
lying upon the solemn pledge which they had received, unwarily des¬ 
cended from their posts ; when orders were issued by the inexorable 
Hhlaukfi, that they should be instantly cut to pieces, even to the child 
in the cradle, and the infant at its mother’s'breast; all which being 
carried into execution, not a single individual vras suffered to escape, 
Igut an Armenian goldsmith, who was spared in consideration of his 
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exquisite skill in his profession. Fakher-ud-dein, the wretched instru- A. H. 650-58. 
ment of this barbarous and detestable piece of treachery, was constituted A. D. 1258-6 0. 
governor of Aleppo ; but having, at the expiration of a very few days, Habeib-us- 
rendered his conduct suspicious to the MoghCd, he was also condemned se ^ r ** 
to die, and his government transferred to Zeyne-ud-dein, a native of 
Khawauf. 

Warned by the fate of Aleppo, and of the castles in its vicinity, the 
people of Damascus hastened, through the medium of certain Bulgha- 
rian merchants who had settled among them, to convey, to the court 
of Hulauku, a most splendid display of presents, with offers of prompt 
submission and allegiance. Keybouka Nftyan was immediately dis¬ 
patched, on the part of the Eyle Khaun, to take possession of the 
capital of Syria, and was recei ved by the inhabitants with every out¬ 
ward demonstrationof respect. In the mean time, intelligence reaching 
Hhlaukh of the death of his brother Mangu, during the expedition into 
•China, he appears to have felt it as a stroke of severe affliction, and it 
seems to have occasioned his sudden return into Azerbkijaun. Key¬ 
bouka remained, however, at Damascus; where he continued to admin¬ 
ister the government with considerable success and reputation ; until 
unexpectedly attacked, and made prisoner by Seyf-ud-dein Kodouz, 
or Todouz, the third Mauml&k Sultan of Egypt, by whom with the 
greater part of the Moghhls who composed his garrison, he was subse¬ 
quently put to death. 

It was formerly observed that on his arrival in Diaurbekir, Hulaukft 
detached his son Yeshmout, with a division of the army, to invest the 
important fortress of Miafaurekein, at this period under thegovernment 
of Melek Kaummil. Accordingly, having conducted his troops to 
the neighborhood, the Shahzadah conveyed a message to that chief, 
inviting him to submit without resistance. In reply to his message 
he was informed by M61ek Kaummil, that recent examples were too 
flagrant, to admit of the slightest reliance on the professions of a Mo¬ 
ghul; witness the treatment of the unfortunate Mustaussem, of Rok- 
ken-ud-dein the Issm&ilian,andof many otherunhappy princes; whom 
his ferocious countrymen had no sooner cajoled into their power by 
their insidious promises, than they basely put them to the sword with¬ 
out compunction, or otherwise made away with them, by devices still 
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A. H. 658 58. more cruel. That for his own part, so long as a spark of life continued 
A. D, 1258 -co. animate his frame, he was resolved never to abandon the ramparts 
Habeib-us- 0 f j,j s fortress. From the tone of this reply, the Moghfil prince was 
taught to prepare for the operations of an arduous siege. 

On the other hand, in encouraging his troops to a gallant defence, 
Melek Kaummil desired them tobe assured that all the wealth,of which 
he was master, was entirely at their disposal. He thanked heaven, 
that he was a stranger to the sordid and avaricious spirit which had 
led the wretched Mustaussem, instead of generously applying it to the 
preservation of his independence, to accumulate goldandtreasureforhis 
own selfish gratifications. The hope of reward thus held out to them, 
and the confidence that their wants were abundantly provided for, 
united the garrison in the resolution of opposing to the attempts of the 
enemy, the most manful and determined resistance ; and they were, not 
long afterwards, fiercely assailed on every quarter. In modern times 
we have heard of cannon-shot meeting in the air, and beingshattered to 
pieces in the concussion; and in the course of the siegeof Mi ifaurekein, 
the author remarks, that instances frequently occurred, in which the 
stones impelled from the adverse catapult®, on Manjenei/e , of the be¬ 
siegers and the besieged, were shivered by a similar concussion. 

At the expiration ofthe second year, to which the siege waa protracted, 
the garrison became, however, so straitened, as to be reduced at las^ 
to eat their horses, and some, of stronger appetites, even to subsist on 
the carcases of their fellow soldiers. In this extremity, Melek Kaum¬ 
mil was seized by his famished garrison, and conducted, with his hands 
bound, and a halter about his neck, to the presence of Yeshmout; by 
whom these wretches, to the number of seventy, were instantly put to 
the sword. The Moghuls shortly afterwards entered the place, and 
proceeded to avenge thems elves for the tediousness of the siege, by a 
general massacre ofthe inhabitants. Melek Kaummil was, however, 
himself reserved for a more terrible and cruel retribution. He was 
conveyed to the camp of Hulaukfl ; who caused him to be fed with the 
flesh torn from his own body, until he finally expired under the hands 
of his tormentors. 

The fortress of Mardein was next invested by Yeshmout; and after 
a protracted siege,either through domestic treachery, or external fraud* 



567 

fell also into the hands of the Moghuls. The relation which ascribes 
its capture to the former source, represents that when the siege had con¬ 
tinued for a period of some duratiou, the garrison was attacked by a 
pestilential disorder, and the son of Melek S&eid the governor, wearied 
out by certain vexatious severities exercised towards him by his father, 
contrived to destroy him by poison ; then entering into negociation 
with Yeshmout, he threw open-the gates, and delivered up the cas¬ 
tle to that prince.' The other statement, however, alleges that Melek 
Sleid agreed to an accommodation with the Eylekhaunian Ameirs, on 
a promise that he should be invested with the Atabekship, or govern¬ 
ment of Diaurbekir; but giving up the fortress on the basis of this treaty, 
he was conveyed by Yeshmout to the camp of his father ; by whom 
he was put to death, and the government of Mardein bestowed upon 
Melek MAzuffer, the unnatural son by whom he had probably been 
betrayed. 

Budder-ud-dein Lulu, prince ofMossAle, having died at a very ad¬ 
vanced age, either in the six hundred and fifty-seventh, or fifty ninth 
of the Hidjerah, after a prosperous government of two and fifty years, 
the succession was confirmed by HAlaukfito his son Melek Salah, for¬ 
merly mentioned ; and for a short time, he evinced his gratitude by an 
unreserved submission to the authority of the Tartar monarch. But when 
this period of deceitful tranquillity was destined to close, the natural 
antipathy of his disposition could no longer be restrained; and he sud¬ 
denly .withdrew into Egypt, confiding the government of MossAle to 
one of his officers,on whose attachment he could venture to rely. From 
Bundekdaur, or Bundkedaur, the SAltan of Egypt, he experienced a 
very friendly and hospitable reception; and in order to bring away his 
treasure and most valuable effects, an escort of one thousand horse 
was employed by that prince to reconduct him to Mossule. The cir¬ 
cumstance of his return was early made known to Hulauku ; whose 
generals were immediately instructed to seize and secure with the strict¬ 
est vigilance, the different roads and passes which led from the country, 
in order to frustrate any attempt which he might make to reconvey him- 
underselfintothedominionsoftheSultanof Egypt. Apowerfuldivision 
under SendaughuNAyan, wasdispatched at the same time to invest Mos- 
svtle, and to leave no method u nemployed to make sure of the person of the 
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refractory chief. Thus, observes our author, while Melek Salah, with 
the heedlessness of unoffending innocence, was one day socially indulg¬ 
ing in the enjoyments of wine and music, his ears were suddenly as¬ 
sailed by the horrible anddiscordantdinof the Moghfil horns and kettle¬ 
drums. He contrived however to secure the gates, and, by a season¬ 
able display of liberality, to animate the KArds and Tartars in his ser¬ 
vice to defend the ramparts of his capital; of which the siege was im¬ 
mediately commenced by the Moghul general. 

Earlyapprized ofthedanger to which it wasexposed, the Sftltan of Egypt 
directed one of his principal generals, with the troops which composed 
his army in Syria, to proceed, without delay to the relief of Mossule. 
On his arrival at Senjaur, for the purpose of announcing his approach 
to the besieged, the Egyptian commander attached a note to the wing 
of a pidgeon, and set it at large. It happened, however, unfortunately 
that, fatigued with the length of its flight, the bird perched prematurely 
on one of the warlike machines of thebesieging army ; the superintend- 
officer of which immediately possessed himself of the note, and con¬ 
veyed it to the head quarters of his general. A tomaun of the Mo¬ 
ghul troops wasdetaehed without delay, to intercept these daring intru¬ 
ders ; and separating into three bodies, on its entrance into the district 
of Senjaur, secretly lay in ambush for the enemy. The moment they 
reached a certain point, the Syrians found themselves accordingly 
attacked unawares from several quarters at once'; they continued how¬ 
ever to defend themselves for some time with considerable resolution ; 
but, a violent gust of wind arising, and carrying the dust into their eyes, 
contributed to secure the victory to their assailants, by whom they 
were for the greater part cut to pieces. The successful MoghOils then 
stripped the slain, and, disguised in their apparel, soon afterwards pre¬ 
sented themselves under the walls of Mosshle; the inhabitants of which, 
too readily conceiving that they were the troops of Sultan Bundkedaur 
coming to their relief, issued from their gates in joyful crouds, to em¬ 
brace their supposed deliverers. The result it were unnecessary to 
describe. The Moghtlls instantly closed upon them, and put the whole 
to the sword. 

After this cruel disaster, the hopes of Melek Salah became exhausted 
with his resources ; and he sent out a person, to intreat that he might 
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be permitted to capitulate. The Moghfil general readily engaged to 
mediate for his pardon with HulaukCl ; and on the faith of such an 
engagement, in spite of multiplied experience, the credulous chief ad¬ 
ventured to quit the protection of his walls, and to surrender his per¬ 
son into the power of his besiegers, by whom, in the charge of a 
competent escort, he was sent off without delay to the court of his 
sovereign. Exasperated beyond measure by his contumacious beha¬ 
viour, Hulaukft condemned him to a punishment as horrible as it was 
unprecedented. He caused him to be smeared from head to foot, 
with mutton-fat, or some other greasy substance of the sort, and in 
that situation, wrapped up in coarse cloth, and straitly bound with 
eord, he was consigned to a lingering and miserable death ; being 
at the same time supplied with as much food as served to protract his 
existence as loog as possible. I n a few days innumerable vermin being 
engendered in the substance with which he had been besmeared, the 
very flesh was gnawed from his bones. Nevertheless, in this disgust¬ 
ing and deplorable condition, the unhappy chief continued to languish: 
for the space of a month, before he was relieved from bis miseries by 
the hand of death. IIvs son, art infant of three years old, was afterwards 
cloven in twain, and the divided halvesof his body, suspended on the 
opposite banks of the Tigris at MossAle. 

In consequence of the services rendered under the instructions of 
his brother Bativ, in securing for Mangu K&an the throne of Karakor¬ 
um, Berkah Oghul, the son of Jujy Khaun, had presumed on all occa¬ 
sions to arrogate a superiority over hiscousin H&laukfi, whose haughty 
spirit he never omitted to mortify, when an opportunity occurred* 
Impatient of these insolent pretensions, IIulauku,atlast,openly avowed 
his resolution no longer to submit to them ; declaring that thence¬ 
forward all ties of friendship between them, were to be considered as 
dissolved! Of these declarations Berkah Khaun became apprized ; 
and he as openly affirmed on his part, that the destruction of so many 
Mahommedan sovereigns, and the desolation of their dominions, but, 
above all, the immolation of the Kha-lif of Baghdad, unauthorized by 
the instructions of his superior, had long called for vengeance against 
Hulauku ; and thatat a proper opportunity, he should notfarl to require 
at his hands a dreadful atonement for the effusion of so much inuo- 
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A. D. 12Q1M5J. cri s i s ' Q f actual hostility was accelerated by the death of Tatar 
Ilalieib-us- Ogljul or Oghlfi, a near relative of Berkah Kliaun; whom, on these- 
’vcnteenth of Suffur of the six hundred and fifty eighth of the 11 idjerah* 
on the pretext of having practiced magic, Ilfilauku caused to perish 
by the hand of the executioner. 

This, in addition to the catalogue of injuries, either real or imaginary, 
already accumulated between them, determined Berkah Khaim, who 
had by.this time succeeded to his brother Bata on the throne of Jujy 
Khaun, to decline every other object, whether of policy or ambition, 
for that of humbling , the pride of his detested rival. The advanced 
guard of his army consisting of thirty thousand horse, under Togai, per¬ 
haps Nogai, was accordingly dispatched without further delay through 
the countries westward of the Caspian, to invade the dominions 
of Hulauku. A period of four years seems, however, to have elasped 
before the latter, either found himself at leisure, or conceived it expe- 

9 * . 

dient to make any decisive movement to repel the aggression ; but in 
the month ofShavaul of the six hundred and sixty second of the Hid- 
jerah,f Hulaukfi proceeded from Alatauk, a summer residence of the 
Moghul princes towards the source of the Oras, or Aboras, on his 
way to the regions of Caucasus; while Sheir&mfin Nuyan, at the head 
of a powerful division hastened in advance to observe, or give battle to 
the invaders. In the neighborhood ot Shamaukhy this general suf¬ 
fered himself to be taken by surprise ; and a great part of the division 
under his orders, was cut to pieces by the enemy. A second division 
of the army, under Batai Nuyan, was however more fortunate in 
checkingthe progress of the troops of Berkah; who appear to havewith- 
drawn after their recent successes, from the north of the Kurr towards 
Shabraun ; within a farsang, or league, of which, in the month of Zil- 
hudje of the same yearj they were in their turn attacked and defeated 
by their adversaries. 

Early in the mont^ of Mohurrim of the succeeding year, Hulaukft 
advanced in person, skirting the district of Shamaukhy ; and on the 
twenty third of the month§ appeared before the Shirvaunian Derbund 

* First of February, 1200. + August, 1264. J October. 

§ December 6 th, 1264. 
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(so called to distinguish it from the Derbuhd of Baku). The banditti A. H. 663. 
at the head of the pass having considerably annoyed his troops, the lat- A ~ D. 1264. 
ter proceeded to'disperse them by their archers; and having closely Habeib-us- 
pursued them through Derbund, fell unexpectedly upon the army of * eyr ’ 
the Khauti of Keptchauk, which they entirely defeated. The victory 
was followed, on the part of the PersomoghAIs under Htiiauku, by an 
unsparing and indiscriminate massacre; so that by the first of the mouth 
of Sulfur,* not a vestige was to be perceived in that quarter either of 
Togai,dr of his army. Prosecuting their ad vantage, the advanceddivisi- 
onsof Hulahku’s.troops ledon by his son AbakaKhaun,andSheiramun 
and But&i Nuyan, crossed the river of Terek, or Terki, intothe territory 
the enemy. They had not proceeded to any great distance on their 
march, before they discovered the encampment of the Khaun ; which 
was found tobe entirely and unaccountably abandoned, not a soldier to 
be seen in any direction ;' and a vast booty in sheep and cattle, and 
other property of every description dispersed among the tents, seemed 
designedly left as a lure to remove all thought of danger. 

With that total absence of circumspection which has been so fre¬ 
quently,and deservedly,punished with defeat, the troops divided them¬ 
selves through the tents of the enemy; and for a day and a night became 
totally immersed in the delirium of wine and music, and in the soci¬ 
ety of the Tartar women, who had probably been also abandoned, in 
order, by the fascinations of beauty, to complete the spell. At sun rise 
of the'second day, they were awakened from this dream of sensuality 
and indulgence, by an attack from Berkah Khaun in person, at the 
head of an innumerable force, which suddenly and at once broke upon 
them from different quarters. Abaka Khaun and the other generals 
made, notwithstanding, a courageous resistance to the efforts of the 
enemy, untilsunset; when yielding to superior numbers, they retreated 
with precipitation to the Terek. The river was at this time frozen 
over; and the ice giving way under the pressure of the terrified and. 
impatient multitude, which thronged together to cross to the other 
swle, the greater part of the army here met its fate, and was swallowed . 
up in the stream. 

* Twenty second of December, 1C64. 
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'this disastrous reverse produced in the mind of Hftlaukfl, a degree 
of affliction bordering on despair. He set on foot however, through¬ 
out his dominions, the most formidable preparations to retrieve and 
avenge the disgrace ; which he resolved to do the moment his equip¬ 
ments were in a sufficient degree of forwardness. But his destiny had 
otherwise ordained it. He had moved from bis summer residence at 
Meraughah, in the former Rebbeia of six hundred and si*ty three,* 
to take up his winter quarters at Tcheghaitu, when one day on quitting 
his bath, he was seized by a sudden fit of illness ; and the medicines 
prescribed for his relief augmenting the violence of his disorder, his 
recovery was soon despaired of. During his illness for several nights 
successively, two fearful apparitions are said to have presented them¬ 
selves at the bed side of Ilulauku, and continued so to do, until he 
was forever withdrawn from the abode of mortal grandeur, when they 
altogether disappeared. The remains of the departed monarch were 
deposited, by hisministers,ina mausoleum preparedfortheirreception 
'and, it is in this place expressly stated, that in conformity with the 
usages of his country, several beautifulyoung women, decked out with 
a profusion of gold and jewels, were sent to accompany their dead so* 
vereign, in order to dispel the melancholy of the tomb,—Observe, con¬ 
tinues our author, the singular sagacity of these ferocious barbarians, 
the very chiefs of whom could be led to entertain a conception so ab¬ 
surd, as that the dead should be,in any respect, sensible of either con¬ 
solation, or relief, from the presence of the living. 

Hulaukfi Khaun, according to some lines ascribed to Nusseir-ud- 
dein theTvissite, expired precisely on Sunday night, the nineteenth of 
the latter Rebbeia, of the six hundred and sixty third of the Hidjerah ;f 
at the age of forty eight, and after a reign of about nine years. lie had 
by several wives, fourteen sons,of whom Abaka Khaun, the eldest, im¬ 
mediately succeeded to the throne of Ir&n. His mother, it will be 
recollected, was a Christian, the niece of Oung Khaun monarch of the 
Keraeit, the supposed Prester John of the twelfth century. 

However unfavorably the character of Htilaukft may have been de¬ 
lineated for posterity,by themalignant prejudices of Mahommedan wri- 


* January, 12G5. 


t Seventh of February, 1235. 
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tera, it would appear that, in him at least, ferocity of disposition is A. M. on: 
not incompatible with the love-of science. In this respect his brother D ~ 1265 « 
Mangu was also particularly distinguished, whose favorite study was Hal>e,b u *' 
the solution of the problems of Euclid. That prince had, probably ^ 
during his Chinese expeditions, acquired a taste for astronomical re¬ 
search, and had long sought in vain for a person to aid him, in the 
construction of an observatory ; and when Hulauku was on his de¬ 
parture to subjugate the territory west of the Oxus, one article of his 
instructions .was, so soon as he should have reduced the strongholds 
of the Bowautinists, or disciples of Hussun Sabah, to send to court 
Nusseir-ud-dein the Tussite, above mentioned, and at this period 
eminently celebrated for his extensive acquirements, and singularskill 
in astronomy. On the reduction of Meymundezb, in the Kohestaun, 
or mountainous range between Persian Irak and Ivhorassaun, Nusseir- 
ud-dein, who had been long and liberally patronized by the governor 
of that fortress, and to whom he had dedicated the Akhlauk, or Ekh- 
lauk-e-Naussery, a treatise on ethic£ much esteemed by the orientals, 
attended the presence of Hulauku ; and the?latter was so captivated 
by the singular talents and instructive conversation of the philosopher, 
that, instead of dispatching him to the court of Mangfi, as he had been 
originally enjoined to do, he ventured to detain him about his own 
person. 

On the subsequent conquest ofBaghd&d, in prosecution of bis plans 
to facilitate the study of astronomy, Hulauku, at his own request, 
furnished Nusseir-ud-dein, with an imperial mandate authorizing him 
to the construction of an observatory, and to proceed with all prac¬ 
ticable dispatch, to the formation of a set of tables in his favorite sci¬ 
ence. For the site of his observatory, Nusseir-ud-dein fixed upon 
a lofty eminence north of theTebrizian Meraughah ; where being pro¬ 
vided with a power to command, without limitation, the assistance of 
the officers of the imperial treasnry and revenue, he succeeded in a 
short time, in bringing the fabric to a completion. As far as we are able 
to collect from the original, it is described to have been furnished 
with some species of apparatus (perhaps an Orrery) to represent the 
celestial sphere, with the signs of the Zodiac, theconjunctions, transits,, 
and revolutions of the heavenly bodies. Through a perforation in the^ 
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H. 663. dpme, tlje rays of the sun were admitted so as to strike upon certain 
—: 12 -. 5 : lines on the pavement, in a way to indicate, in degrees and minutes, 
Hal>eib-uj a itjtude and declination of that luminary, during every season, and 
marking the time and hour of the day, throughout the year. It was 
further supplied w ith a map of the terrestrial globe, in all its climates, 
pr zones, exhibiting the several regions of the habitable w r ortd, as well 
as a general outline of the ocean, with the numerous islands contained' 
in its bosom; all so perspicuously arranged and delineated, according 
to our author, as at once to remove, by the clearest demonstration, 
every doubt from the mind of the student. From an extraordinary 
difference in the sun’s altitude and declination, at corresponding pe¬ 
riods, between what was exhibited in the Zeytch-e-Eyhkhauny , Eyle- 
khaunian tables, now. framed, and in those hitherto established, ail 
error ofsurprising magnitude, and to the great confusion of chronology, 
was detected, in the mode formerly observed to adjust the commence¬ 
ment of the new year. But, before this celebrated observatory had 
been entirely completed, the sun*of Hulauku’s power had set forever.* 
We find it moreover recorded, that a considerable attention \yas de¬ 
voted by this monarch, to the encouragement of architecture; having 
not only erected a splendid palace for his own residence, probably at 
Meraughah, but, throughout the territory of Azerbaijaun and of' 
Arran, in the peninsula of the Kurr and Aboras, many temples of great 
extent and magnificence dedicated to the idols of his country, also re¬ 
mained toattest his liberal spirit in that respect; exclusive of numerous 
works of public utility in different parts of his dominions. This pro¬ 
pensity is gaid to have increased towards the decline of life, without, 
however, in theslightest degree relaxing his application to the more im¬ 
portant concerns of. his government. Some time before he died, he 
had, together with the sovereign dignity as the heir to his power, as¬ 
signed to his eldest son, Aba.kalvhaun, both the provinces of Ir&k, with 
Mazanderaun, and Khdrassaup to the banks of the Oxus. To Shah- 
zadah Yeshmout he bequeathed the government of Azerbaijaun and 
Arran ; and to another favorjte son, Ameir Toudan, he gave that of 
Diaurbekir and Rebbeia. By the last of his ministers, Shums-ud-dein 
Mahommed Joweiny, the government of Baghdad was bestowed upon 
bis brother, Khaujah At&-u|-mulk, the, author of the tarikh jahaun 
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gush&l, an history of the Jenguizian conquests ; by whom, from an 
heap of ruins, that celebrated city was restored to a state of compara¬ 
tive prosperity and splendor. The same person, at the expense of 
more than ten thousand dinaurs of gold,* while governor of Baghdad, 
opened a fresh canal to the territory ofNudjef, by which he conducted 
a part of the Euphrates to the mausoleum of All v. 

Abaka Khaun the son of Hulaukfi, second of the Persian mon- 
archs of the race of Jengueiz. 

At the period ofhis father’s death, Abaka was in winter quarters in 
Mazanderaun ; but being early apprized of that event, arid at the'same 
time invited by Eyleka Nuyan, Sunjauk Bahauder, and others of the 
Moghul Ameirs, to repair without delay to the imperial residence, he 
hastened with all the expedition of which he was capable, to the can¬ 
tonments of the departed monarch ; and he reached his destination, on 
the. nineteenth of the former Jummaudy, of the year six hundred and 
sixty three.f 11 is inauguration does not however appear to have taken 
place for some months afterwards; not indeed, until the month of Ram- 
ZBUn,J when at thestation of Tcheghanawer in the district ofBerahaun, 
he was with the unanimous concurrence of the princes ofhis family, 
and of the Ameirs of the whole empire, publicly seated on the throne 
of Ilulauku ; and thus commenced a reign which is acknowledged to 
have been attended with unabated, and uniform repose and happiness 
to every class of his subjects. He conferred the dignity ofAmeir-ul- 
umra, or lieutenant general of the empire, on the above mentioned 
Sunjauk Bahauder, entrusting the government of Khorassaun to one 
of his brothers, the Shahzadah Tepshein Oghfll; and he continued the 
post of Vezzeir to his father’s minister, Shums-ud-dein. 

In theearly part of his government, his attention was required to op¬ 
pose the Tartars of Keptchauk ; who by the usual route of Derbund, 
were advancing, under the orders of Shahz&dahNoukai (perhaps Nogai) 
the son ofBerkah Khaun, to invade Azerbaijaun. He consigned the 
task of repelling the invaders to his brother Yeshmout ; to whom he 
hatl confirmed his father’s bequest of the territory in that quarter. On 
the twentieth of the month of Suffur, of the six hundred and sixty 

* At the lowest calculation, about 4,5831. 6s. 8d, t Seventh ofMarch, 
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A. H. 664-79. fourth of the Hidjerah,* the enemy were attacked, and totally defeated 
A * P 12(i5 ~ 80 - by that prince ; their general being wounded in the eye by an arrow, 
Habeib-uv inconsequence of which they were possibly thrown into confusion. 

“ To avenge this disgrace, which was in all probability confined to the 
advanced division of his army, Berkah Khaun soon afterwards appeared 
in person, at the head of three hundred thousand horse ; and bearing 
down every obstacle until he reached thg left bank of the Kfirr, he 
there encamped ; while Abfika with his army took post on the adverse 
side of the river to dispute, his, passage. At the expiration of some 
days, Berkah Khaun determined to ascend the river towards Teflis» 
with the design of crossing by the bridge of that city ; but being seized 
on his march by a fit of the cholic, the hand of death put a sudden 
period to all his projects of revenge. Ilis army embraced an early op¬ 
portunity of withdrawing from the danger, and betook themselves to 
their native solitudes, between the Seyhfin and the Don—theJaxartes. 
and Tanais. 

During the six hundred and sixty seventh, and sixty eighth of the- 
Hidjerahf Abaka was employed in lvhorassaun ; that province having 
been invaded (after an insidious embassy in which Mfiss&oud Beg, the 
son of Mahmfid Yelwauje, was engaged to amuse the Eylekhaunian)* 
by Borauk, or Berauk Oghlan, who had succeeded tathe possessions, 
of Tcheghatai, north east of the Oxus. In adecisive battle, which took 
place in Zilhudje of the six hundred and sixty eighth of the Hidjerah 
within five or six farsangs of Herat, the invader was totally defeated, 
and compelled to retire, with precipitation and disgrace, into his own 
dominions. 

The eleven succeeding years, since they appear to have been barren- 
of materials for the pen of the historian, may, perhaps be considered to 
have passed in comparative tranquillity the narrative bringing us at 
once to. the six hundred and seventy ninth of the Hidjerah. During 
that year, Abaka Khaun employed his brother, Mang.fi Teymfir, to in- 
vade the possessions of Seyf-ud-dein Kullawuu, suruamed the Bas¬ 
ilisk, (ul affai) Sultan of Egypt.. In the month ofRudjub,* in the-' 
neighborhood of Hams or Harness, north of Damascus, the Egyptian* 

* November 30th, 1265- + 1268 : 9. 

1 August, A. D. 1270, Kholausut-ul-akhbaur. II November, A. D. 1280. 
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gavebattleto the Persian army* and. the Maumlflk Sultan was signally 
victorious; the Moghul prince with the whole of his troops being stated 
to have been entirely destroyed, either in the action,’or the pursuit. 
Others, however, relate that Mangu Teymur himself escaped the car¬ 
nage, and reached Baghdad, where he died a natural death before the 
termination of tire year. 

At the crisis of his brother's defeat, Abaka appears to have been sta¬ 
tioned at Senjaur in Mesopotamia ; but considering it not immedi¬ 
ately either convenient, or advisable, to avenge the disgrace, he with¬ 
drew to Baghdad ; and i-nZilhudjeofthe same year,he r moved further 
to Hamadaun, where he arrived on the eighth of the month.* Here he 
is said to have contracted a habit of immoderate drinking, by which 
he very soon reduced himself to the most wretched state of debility : 
and while thus languishing under the effects of intemperance, he hap¬ 
pened one day to fall asleep in his chair; and a raven, perching itself on. 
an opposite building, was not to be prevented from serenading him with 
its discordant clamours. The attendants hastened to drive away the 
inauspicious bird ; but, it had already awakened the debilitated mon¬ 
arch, and occasioned so severe a shock to. his distempered nerves, that 
he expired on the spot. 

This event took place on the twentieth of Zilhudje of the six hun¬ 
dred and seventy ninth of the llidjerah,f when Ab&ka had swayed the 
sceptre of the Persian monarchy for about sixteen years, lie left two 
sons, Arghun, and Keykhautu, or. Kunyaytu. Khaun, each of whom, at 
subsequent periods, attained to, the sovereign power.. 

Among the men of genius and letters, who flourished and died dur¬ 
ing the reign of this monarch, we cannot omit to mention the name of 
Moulana Jullaul-ud-dein Rumy, the celebrated author of the MessnuL 
sherreif. lie was originally of Bklkh ; but from having long resided; 
with his father, at Larindah, in Anatolia, he obtained the appellation of 
Ruinian. His grandmother is representedto have been a grand-daugh¬ 
ter of SCiltan Mahommed the lvhaurezmian. He was born about 
the six hundred and fourth, and his death is stated to have taken place 
on the fifth of the latter Jummaudy of the six hundred and seventy. 

•Much 30th, A. D. 128 L. + April 11th, 1281. 
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second of the Ifidjerah.* We also learn, from a passage in his own 
works, that the elegant and ingenious Sheikh Saudy of Sheirauz, al¬ 
though then far advanced in years, was on one occasion presented by his 
minister to Abakalvhaun; and his guarded compliment to the monarch 
is on record. 

Nekudaur, entitled Sultan Ahmed, theson of Ilulaukft, third op 
the Persian monarchs of the race of Jengueiz. 

On the death of Abaka Khaun, it was determined by a convention 
ofthe principal Ameirs, that Nekudaur should succeed to the authority 
of his deceased brother, to the prejudice and exclusion of the princes 
his children; and he accordingly assumed the sovereign dignity, on 
Sunday the thirteenth of the former Hebbeia, of the six hundred and 
eightieth of the Hidjerah.f 

Having previously embraced the doctrines ofthe Koran, this prince, 
on his accession, assumed the title of Sultan Ahmed, and proceeded 
to restore to the followers of the law of Mahommed their long lost 
predominance; compromising, however, with the physicians and astro¬ 
nomers of the Christian and Jewish persuasion, by assigning to each a 
moderate advance in cash from the imperial treasury, in lieu of the 
pensions which they had enjoyed under his predecessors. He conti¬ 
nued the officeofVezzeir,toShums-ud-dein Mahommed the Joweinian; 
who united to the zeal of his sovereign, his own exertions, to promote 
the advancement of their common religion. 

Measures so hostile to the ancient prejudices of their nation, excited 
in several ofthe members of the imperial family, a most lively sensation 
of jealousy and discontent; and particularly in Shahz&dah Arghfin, the 
son of Abaka, who was in possession of the government of Khorassaun. 
When he had, however,determined on hostility against the authority of 
his uncle, theShahzhdah hastened in the first instance, to secure the 
support of Toghatchaur Nuyan and the bands of the Khraounauss, 
then reputed the fiercest and most warlike of the Moghfil tribes ; and 
in this, he appears to havebeen successful. Some fruitless attempts tol- 
lowed, to accommodate these differences,' without proceeding to ex- 

*The manuscript exhibits 634 for the period of his birth, and 772 for that of his death ; 
which is neither consistent with probability, nor with the former statement, that he died 
during this reign. 
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tremity 1 ; and these harrifig in every instance failed, the troops of Sultan A. H. ess. 
Ahmed were finally put in motion, to gain the eastern frontiers of Azer- A. D. 1284. 
baijaun ; whileShahz&dah Arghfin with all the forcehe could assemble, Habeib-us- 
approached towards the same point. On the plains of Auk-khaujah, 
be was-, however, opposed and entirely defeated, on the first of Suffur, 
of the year six hundred and eighty three,* by Ally £ynauk,at the head 
of fifteen thousand men, the advanced division of the troops of Sultan 
Ahmed. Shahz&dah ArghCln fled with precipitation from the field of 
battle, and threw himself-into the fortress of Kolaut, - |‘ whither he was 
soon afterwards pursued by hisconqueror. Sultan Ahmed now proceed¬ 
ed, without further obstacle, to enter Khorassaun; while Arghun,consi¬ 
dering resistance no longer availing, resolved to hazard an interview 
with Ally Eynaulc, with whom he accordingly held a conference un¬ 
der the walls of Kolaut. In return for this proof ofhis confidence, Ally 
Eynauk accompanied the young prince into the fort, and finally pre¬ 
vailed upon him to venture, under his protection, to the camp of SMtare 
Ahmed. After proceeding several stages, they at last came up with 
the army of the Sultan at Khojaun, where the Shahzadah was com¬ 
pelled to stand for several hours exposed to the sun, before he was ad¬ 
mitted to the presence of his uncle. Having been thus sufficiently 
mortified, he was then suffered jto approach the Sultan, who embraced 
him with much apparent cordiality, consoling him with the expecta¬ 
tion of being restored to the government of Khorassaun ; after which, 
in a suite of tents set apart for his accommodation, the Shahzadah 
was placed in the custody of a select guard of four thousand men, 
under the- orders of Aruk the brother of Bouka, of whom more here¬ 
after. 

Unfortunately, in these circumstances the Sultan, through an impati¬ 
ent anxiety to be restored to the society of his wife, was led to separate 
from his army ; leaving instructions with Ally Eynauk, by whatever 
means he found practicable, to terminate the existence of Shahzadah 
Arghun. Silltan Ahmed hed, however, no sooner quitted the army, 
than Bouka and some of the other Nuyans conceived the design of sub¬ 
verting his'power altogether ; and with these views, after lamenting 

*April 13th, 1284. 

+ There appears a place of this name to the northward of Rev—and another between 
Tftsse and Merit; it was probably the former. 
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the humiliation brought upon the lineage of Jengueiz, bythe Sultan's 
apostacyfrom the religious system of his ancestors, andby his minister's 
partial advancement of the disciples of the Kor&ti, they proposed to the 
princes of the imperial family on the spot, and to the Ameirsof the 
court, that Hulauju, the young son of Arghun Khaun, should be raised 
to the throne of Hulauku, and that Shltan Ahmed should be still suf¬ 
fered to retain the subordinate dignity of king ; and they concluded 
by remarking, that the accomplishment of this plan would be most ob¬ 
viously facilitated by the immediate enlargement of Arghfin. The 
measure was universally assented to ; and it was determined to carry 
the design into execution, the moment the obscurity of the approach¬ 
ing night, was sufficiently advanced to cover their proceedings. 

On Tuesday evening, accordingly, the eighteenth of the latter Reb- 
beia,*the conspirators entered the tents of Arghfin, and roused him to 
the apprehension, that the solemn hour was arrived, in which he was 
to be forever separated from his family, and all that was dear to him. 
Bouka took him however by the band, and by explaining what was in 
agitation, soon removed his alaTm^ after which mounting their horses, 
they proceeded, with their utmost celerity to the station of Ally Ey- 
nauk, whom they surprised asleep, on the terrace of his pavilion. 
Ameir Ally Tumghatchei, (clerk of the signet) one of the depend* 
ants of Bouka, struck'off the head of the general while he still reposed 
upon his pillow ; and amidst the alarm and confusion which ensued,* 
which it is not difficult to conceive, the greater part.of the SAltan’s 
friends and adherents were put to the sword. One of them how¬ 
ever escaped ; and, overtaking his master on the road towards Azer- 
b&ijaun, about four farsangs on that side of Esfer&ein, informed him 
of the sudden and disastrous revolution, which had occurred to his 
affairs. Plunged by the intelligence into a state of melancholy and 
despondence, the Sultan shaped his course for Soraub, probably in 
Mazanderaun, at this period the residence of his mother TAty, or Kuty 
Khatfin ; his courtiers, and principal officers, with their followers, like 
his better fortune, gradually abandoning him at every stage. Shums- 
ud-dein the prime minister, on his arrival at Jaujerem, proceeded to¬ 
wards Isfahaun, from whence he had it in contemplation to withdraw, 

•July 3rd A. D. 1284. 
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by way of SHirauz, into India ; but from this latter design, at asubse- A. H. 683. 
qiient period he receded, through motives of affection for his numerous A. D-1284. 
dependants, whom he found it repugnant to his feelings to abandon to Habe,b ' U! ’‘ 
the mercy of a vindictive succession. And to these manly sentiments 
he ultimately fell a victim. 

Shalizadah ArghCin, who had thus providentially triumphed over 
the designs of his adversaries, passed the night of his deliverance, in 
anxious watchfulness for the dawn of the succeeding day. He then 
received the congratulations of the princes his relatives, and of the 
ameirs, on the preservation of his life, and on his unlooked for restor¬ 
ation to power. In the mean time, a camel dispatch was sent off, by 
Bouka,theheadof the conspiracy, with instructions tothe Karaounauss, 
to interceptthe retreat and terminate the career of Sultan Ahmed; while 
another message proceeded to require that the Koustcheian, or archer 
militia, would exert themselves to destroy the followers of theforsaken 
monarch. Arghun, in person, soon engaged in the line of pursuit. 

The Sultan, on the other hand, on reaching Soraub, was advised by 
his mother, with the few followers who continued attached to his for- 
tunes, to remain where he was ; and abide with patience, the gradual 
disclosure of those events, which must yet arise from beneath the veil 
of futurity. 

For some days, the state of his affairs was concealed from the ser¬ 
vants of the dowager princess, and each individual, as fancy might 
lead him, was suffered to indulge in conjecture; until K&raneghaury 
and Sengur Nuyan, two of the princess’s officers, one morning that 
they attended thepresencebf the Sultan, according tocustom, ventured 
to enquire how it happened, that contrary to his practice on former 
visits, he should have appeared among them unaccompanied by his 
army ? The monarch replied, that having made a prisoner of his formi¬ 
dable adversary, he had conceived itprudent, as a competent safeguard, 
to leave the whole army in charge of his person ; and for his own part, 
that he had hastened on before, to provide for the passage, and accom¬ 
modation of his troops. One of the chiefs, who sat without the pavi¬ 
lion, exclaimed aloud upon this, that what they had heard, was a gross 
inis-statement. of circumstances; for that Arghun Khaun had been posi¬ 
tively raised to the supreme dignity, by a great majority of the Shah* 
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zadahs an$ principal nobility, and that they^wexe now in actual pur¬ 
suit of Sultan. Ahmed, with, the determined purpose of putting him to 
death. If therefore the two Nfiyans entertained a genuine regard for 
the welfare of their country, they would not omit so fair an opportu¬ 
nity of securing the person of the Sultan, against the possibility of es¬ 
cape. On this disclosure, the two Ameirs immediately quitted the 
tent, and without further ceremony,proceededtocutoff all communi* 
cation with the unfortunate and devoted monarch. 

Such was the state of things, when a numerous body of the Iv&ra- 
ounauss forced the station of Soraub, and filled every quarter with the 
uproar of pillage and violence ; and at the expiration of two or three 
days, the unfortunate Sultan was sent off hand-bound, to meet his tri¬ 
umphant nephew. Agreeable toacustom prevailing among the Moghuls, 
on the appearance of a vanquished adversary, Arghun is described oq 
this occasion, as soon as the royal captive was conducted to his pre¬ 
sence, to have made use, looking at his attendants, of the exclamation 
Mereu / an expression of which, whether it was intended to convey 
irony, or contempt, or insult, or all together, the authordoes not furn¬ 
ish us with any explanation. This spoken, he proceeded to celebrate 
his victory, by a liberal circulation of the goblet. But, as recent ex¬ 
ample had taught him, within his own experience, the hazard ofcom¬ 
mitting to a subjugated rival, the chance of life to avenge his misfor¬ 
tunes, and the bitter repentance of which, alone, such imprudent lenity 
was the source, he immediately delivered over the person of Shltan 
Ahmed, to the disposal of the sons of Konkurbai; who had been put 
to death either by him, or by his authority. In retaliation for the blood 
of their father, the avenging sons proceeded accordingly, on Thursday 
the twenty sixth ofthe former Jummaudy* of the six hundred and eighty 
third of the Hidjeralrj: to tear up, like his shipwrecked hopes, the 
existence ofthe unfortunate monarchy when he had possessed the 
sovereign authority, for a period of about three years one month and 
seven days. He left three sons, Kublantchei, Arslantcher, and Bou- 
katchei, neither of whom ever attained to the imperial dignity. 

Arghun Khaun, the son of A'baka Kbaun, fourth of the Persian 
monarchs of the race of Jengueiz. 


* August 8th 1284. 
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However on their determination to subvert the authority of Sultan 
Ahmed, and ori their enlargement of Arghiln, it had been, for some rea¬ 
son or other, agreed upon by the agents of the revolution, to place the 
young Hulauju in nominal possession of the sovereign power, the 
shahz&dahs on the spot, in Azerb&ijaun, resoLved notwithstanding on 
the death of the Sultan, and on the arrival of that prince in the imperial 
residence, to acknowledge the authority of Arghun Khaun; and he was 
accordingly, on the twenty seventh of the latter Jummaudy,* at Shour- 
aub on the confines of Y uzleka, with the usual solemnities, publicly 
seated on the throne of Hulauku. 

When a period of festivity of more than ordinary duration had ex¬ 
pired, and ArghCtn Khaun had exhibited very liberal proofs of his 
bounty, towards the different orders of the nobility, he proceeded to 
reward the service of Bouka, who was at the same time the author of 
his deliverance and of his aggrandizement, by investing him, as prime 
minister, under the title of Tchingsang formeily explained, with the 
entire controul of every department of the state. At the same time, he 
bestowed the government of Baghdad upon Arfik, the brother of the 
minister, who had the custody of his person, for the short period of his 
confinement at Khojaun ; and he contrived to reconcile his son Hu¬ 
lauju to his disappointments, by lavishing upon him every proof of 
reg'ard and attachment, short of that power, to which he had been so 
prematurely taught to aspire. 

Itwasforraerly observed that the late prime minister, Shums-ud-dein 
Mahommed, on intelligence of the unexpected revolution in favor of 
Arghim Khaun, was making the bestof his way towards Isfahaun ; 
With the ultimate design of retiring bv sea into IlindCistaun. A sud¬ 
den resolution to trustto providence, and resign himself tohis fate, actu¬ 
ated him, however, to abandon that design ; and he determined to mea¬ 
sure back his steps, and submit, with a good grace, to the authority of 
the new sovereign. On his journey he received from Arghun Khaun, 
by some persons of distinction, a declaration, confirmed under the 
imperial signature, that he had freely forgiven the past; and an assur¬ 
ance of a friendly and honorable reception, if he would repair without 
further delay to the royal presence. Encouraged by these assurances, 

* September 9th, 1284, 
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Shums-ud-dein prosecuted his journey with additional confidence and 
alacrity; and on the tenth of Rudjub* he reached the camp, or resi¬ 
dence of Arghtin Khaun, being accommodated on his arrival in the pa¬ 
vilion of Bouka, the new minister of state. The following day he was 
introduced to the sovereign, from whom he experienced a very favor¬ 
able reception. But many days were not suffered to elapse, before 
some envious individuals in his confidence, suggested to the Vezzeir, 
that unless he was on his guard, notwithstanding his present specious 
humility,hewould soon find his authority eclipsed, if notentirely super¬ 
seded, through the consummate talents for intrigue of Shums-ud-dein. 
“ Is thine adversary in thy power?” said they, “bewarelest thousuffer 
“ him to escape. For shouldst thou be imprudent, and he retain the 
“ powerof injury, repentance will little avail thee.” Such malevolent 
insinuationsdid not fail toproducean impressionon a mind already jea¬ 
lous of his influence ; and Bouka, at the earliest private conference 
with his sovereign, embraced the opportunity of warning him against 
the absurdity of forming expectations of honorable or faithful service, 
from the traitor, who had poisoned his benefactor, the just and bene¬ 
volent Abkka ; and ultimately to assure him, that the stability of his 
power essentially depended on the annihilation of this intriguing states¬ 
man's existence. 

These and similar arguments finally prevailed with Arghfinto direct, 
that the illustrious minister of so many kings, (for he had, for a period 
of thirty years, enjoyed the highest and most splendid distinctions, 
in the state) should be brought to answer to the atrocious charge of 
having poisoned his sovereign. A council of the Nuyans, or principal 
Ameirs, was accordingly assembled; and Shums-ud-dein was brought 
before them with bis hands bound, and to the infinite regret of a whole 
people, which could not suppress the most bitter lamentations at his 
unmerited fate. In reply to the charges of mismanagement and pecu¬ 
lation, he desired itmight be understood v that he voluntarily admitted 
an hundred fold, all that the utmost envy and malignity of his accusers 
could allege against him ; but of the foul charge of treason against the 
life and) person of his ben. factor, whether-in thought, word, or deed, 
he protested hisperfect innocence,and solemnly disavowed the slightest 


* September 21st, 1234. 



-knowledge. AgkirjfcW tlfe-premeditated purpose of his enemies, the A. H. 683 80. 
appeals ofimiocence, and the exertions of eloquence, were equally un- A. D. 1284- 87. 
availing, lie was condemned to die, and suffered the punistimenrof Habeib-us- 
his condemnation, amidst the sighs and groans of thousands, on Mon- ‘ 
day the fourth of Sbabaun, of the six hundred and eighty third of the 
Hidjerah.* 

Having thus secured himself against the competition of rival talents, 

Bouka, or Bouga Tchingsang, now proceeded without controul, to 
the full exercise of his power ; and in spite of his prejudices, the author 
is in truth compelled to acknowledge, that this uncircumcised Turk 
was as terrible to his adversaries from his inflexible and undaunted 
spirit, as he was respectable for his consummate prudence and sagacity, 
and for his rigid and impartial administration of justice. Of this lat¬ 
ter quality the Following circumstance is introduced as an illustration. 

A muleteer attached totheimperial stables, a native ofSeiestaun, had pre¬ 
sumed to snatch anapple from a fruit-stall in the market; and the stall- 
keeper endeavoring to wrest his property from the marauder, received 
a blow from him, of which he immediately hastened to lay his com¬ 
plaint before the minister. Withou t a moment’s hesitation, Bouka direct¬ 
ed the muleteer to be cut in two ; remarking to the by standers,that if 
offences of this sort, however trivial in their nature, were suffered to go 
unpunished,' it would operate as an encouragement to crimes of greater 
magnitude, and ultimately so extenuate the bonds of civil authority, 
as to render the machine of government unmanageable to the resources 
of human skill. The power of Bouka became, however; at last so Over¬ 
bearing and excessive,* that there remained to Argh-un Khaurfscarcely 
ought of the sovereign authority but the name ; and this producing in 
the minds ofthe nobility, aridprincipalxourtiers, the ordinary concom¬ 
itants of jealousy and. envy,, they commenced-, for the removal and 
destruction of the obnoxious minister; the usual course of intrrgu'6. 

But so deeply had he wrought himself irtto- the confidence ar.d friend¬ 
ship of his master, that every effort to supplant himproved in vain ; and 
his enemies were accordingly compelled for some time longer to feed 
upon their owu malignity. 

* fifteenth of October, 1*284. 
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A. P^ l284-87. sensibly maturing, in the splendid destiny which awaited the fortunate 
Ilabeib-us- Saud-ud-doulah ; a Jew;,pfq Jewish fapaily long settled at Eblier, who 
was introduced into the household of Arghfin Khaun by his talents 
as a physician. This person at an early period of his life, had take'n 
up his residence in the metropolis of Baghdad ; and freely associating 
with men of all countries, Turks, as well as Persians and Arabs, con¬ 
trived to acquire an extensive and intimate knowledge in their res¬ 
pective languages. Atthesame time, he obtained a considerable degree 
of insight into the state of the revenues of that once flourishing metro¬ 
polis, and into the embezzlements and malversations by which,inevery 
direction, the government was defrauded of its rights.. While he was 
himself thus employed at Baghdad, some of his nation who had found 
means to establish themselves in the confidence of Arghfin Khaun, 
undersome pretext or other, which is not very satisfactorily explained, 
prevailed upon that monarch to require his attendance at .court. 

Soon after the arrival of Saud-ud-doulah, the monarch was attacked 
by some complaint, which rendered the medical talents of the Jew pe¬ 
culiarly useful ;and he prescribed with singular success in alleviating 
the complaint. On his visits during the period of convalescence, the at¬ 
tention of the man of physic was directed to ascertain the subjects 
which seemed to contribute more strikingly to interest and amuse his 
patient; and he soon discovered that an inordinate desire to accumu¬ 
late wealth and treasure, was the ruling propensity of Argh&n. Saud- 
ud-doulah then availed himself of the information which he had col¬ 
lected, to furnish the monarch with some very clear and important 
details, with respect to the resources and expenditure of the different 
provinces of the empire, and to those of the government of Baghdad 
jn particular. In short he alleged that the minister Bouka, and his 
relatives, had so completely monopolized every species of intelligence, 
that it was next to an impossibility to form a true judgmentofthe state 
of affairs; for in none of the departments under their controul, had they 
left a single item on which to determine the real balances due to the 
imperial treasury. And finally that his brother Aruk, or Arouky, had 
indulged in so many acts of oppression and arbitrary violence, through¬ 
out Baghdad and its dependencies, that justice and her concomitants 
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private happiness and repose, like the elegant embellishmen ts of genius 
and the arts, had totally''disappeared from the country.' 

In consequence of these representations, a rdyal mandate was at last 
issued that Saud-ud-doulah, accompanied by two Mogh&l commission¬ 
ers, should immediately repair toBaghd&d; with authority tocollect the 
revenues, to investigate the conduct of the former officers, to take an 
account of the actual state of the treasury, and to exert their utmost 
assiduity to prevent the recurrence of the prevailing abuses. In the 
latter part of the six hundred and eighty sixth of the Hidjerah, Saud- 
ud-doulah and his associates proceeded accordingly to Baghdad ; but 
having in a very short time, raised a large sum of money from the ar¬ 
rears of the preceding, and from a demand in advance on the collections 
of the current year, he thence returned without delay to the presence 
of Arghfin Khaun, whose ruling propensity he amply gratified by the 
unusual display of treasure, and other valuable property now placed 
at his disposal. The satisfaction of the monarch was evinced, among 
other favors, by the appointment of Saud-ud-doulah, to the controul 
of the revenues of Baghdad ; where, by resorting to the expedients 
which had proved so productive on the former occasion, he a second 
time succeeded in realizing an abundant supply for the imperial 
treasury; with which he punctually repaired to the court of Arghun, 
nowatKunk&r orKunguraulung, ata subsequent perioddestined to rise 
into the celebrated city of S&ltauniah. 

From the contemplation of such a mass of treasure produced in so 
short a time, Arghdn Khaun was easily led to calculate that the sums 
of which Arfik had annually defrauded the state,out of the revenues of 
Baghdad alone, could not have been much inferior in amount; arid 
hence his confidence in the just discrimination, and consummate skill 
of Saud-ud-doulah was raised to the highest pitch. The report which 
he received at the same time, from Ourd&keia, one of his Tartar col- 
legues, of the extensive capacity of the Jewvand of the astonishing ad¬ 
vantages that would be the result, if theaffairs of the wboleempire were 
placed under the management of a person, who twice in so short ape- 
riod, had furnished from a single department, so considerable a supply 
to the imperial treasury, lending additional force to his own opinion, 
theEylekhaunissued, without further deliberation, an edict announ- 
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cing that ^vhile the IaaaHrut,or commandof the armxes r should.Jfci}ej hence¬ 
forth considered as residing in Toghalchaur Ndyan, Ourdukeia,- and 
another Moghul chief, Saud-ud-douJah was to be acknowledged, with¬ 
out limitation, as Vezzeir and sole minister in all affairs of civi}. au¬ 
thority, and finance. And moreover,-that while the 4meirs of the 
empire of whatever rank or dignity, were jspsi lively forbidden to make' 
any representation to the throne without bis : concurrence, Saud-ud-, 
doulali was himself, on the contrary, to have fyee and unquestioned, 
access to the presence of tlje sovereign, whenever he had matters to 
communicate, without previous consultation with any one whatever. 

Saud-ud-donlah having bppomp thus, invested with such extensive 
authority, the reputation ofBouka Tcliingsang rapidly declined ; and 
his enemies, who had long been on the watch for such an opportunity, 
eagerly availed themselves of the occasion to bring to the recollection 
of Arghun, the base ingratitude with which this man had betrayed the 
confidence reposed in him'by Sultan Ahmed, his former master; nei¬ 
ther didthey omit to remark, how triflingbis resources at that period, 
in comparison with what lie had since acquired, in his immoderate 
wealth, and in the numerous soldiery retained to serve under his stand¬ 
ard. Hence the awe with which every branch of the imperial family 
looked up to his opinion, and hence the implicit obedience to every 
thing which he chose to dictate. A prudent prince, said they, would 
not be regardless of the proceedings of such a man—would hasten on 
the contrary to curtail him of the means of acting over again, with im¬ 
punity, the same lessons of treason and ingratitude. These, and other 
arguments, which were not wanting to awaken the jealousy of the mon¬ 
arch, soon wrought in the mind of Arghfrn, an entire change to the 
prejudice of Bouka} and the disgrace of the falling minister became 
complete, when,.not long afterwards, both;he and his dependants were 
directed to deliver over without delay, into other ^jands, the whole of 
the public records fyitherto entrusted to them, and to withdraw forever, 
from all further employment in the state. 

In order to avenge the disgrace, Bouka on his part immediately de¬ 
termined on forming a conspiracy to subvert thq,authority of bis so¬ 
vereign ; and with that object h.e now-dispatched a confidential message 
to Joushkaub the son of Jermaughun, and,grandson,of jHul^jukfi, : ap 
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this period residing at some place, which he bad chosen for his abode, A. H. 687-88. 
on the banks of the Euphrates. The design of the message after an- A. D. 1288- 89. 
nouneing the displeasure into w'hiehhehad fallen with Arghfin Khaun, Habeib-us- 
through the jealousy and intrigues of his enemies, was to communi- 8 
cate to the prince, a.pnoposal to assert his claim to the throne of his 
grandfather ; and a promise, that he would, on his appearance in Azer- 
baijaun, immediately join him. with a numerous party of his adherents 
whom he had already engaged to promote the entefpme. TheShahzadah, 
though taken by surprise, did not hesitate as to the principle by which 
he.was to be governed on the occasion. He informed the messenger 
that, under present circumstances, it Was impossible to place any.re¬ 
liance on the statements of which he had been the bearer ; but if bis 
concurrence was ir\ anyshapethoughtofimportancetotheundertaking, 
a list of the principal chiefs engaged to support it, and a written detail 
of the plan in contemplation, would at once secure his confidence, 
and remove all his doubts on the subject. The agent hastened back 
to. his.employer, and having obtained from him the written proofs re¬ 
quired,- soon afterwards returned, and placed ltliem in the hands of the 
Shabzildah ; by : whom he was now directed to apprize his master, that 
on a certain night, he, theShahzadah, would be in the camp of Arghfin; 
and that it was expected that Bouka and his party would be ready in 
arms, to support him, in the ultimate execution of the design against 
the life and. authority of their imperial adversary. 

Jn. the mean time, nothing was further from the intention of Joush- 
kauh than any measure of hostility against the person or government 
of his kinsman ; on the contrary he was deliberating on the speediest 
means ofmaking him acquainted with the designs of his degraded min¬ 
ister. At last he determined to be himselfthe bearer of his intelligence; 
and having provided againstreachjng thecamp, on the night fixed upon 
for the appearance of the conspirators, he hastened,: the following morn¬ 
ing, to the presence of Arghftn Khajun, to whomdie made a full disclo¬ 
sure of the plan inagitation tosubvert his authority. Arghun fefused 
at first, to give credit to the information ; but the paper containing the 
list of Bouka’s accomplices, together with their written engagement, 
being shewn to him, his doubts gave way iohis indignation, and a strong 
diyision was sent pff without delay, to attack the quarters of Bovka,aod : 
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to bring him in bonds to the foot of the throne. The rebel however ob¬ 
tained some intimation of his danger, and contrived for the present to 
escape to the camp of Oulj&i Khatun (probably Oulj&itil); where he 
had the effrontery to demand an. investigation of his conduct. His 
guilt was established on the clearest proofs ; and the Shahzhdah whom 
he had endeavored to seduce into rebellion, at the same time that he 
was his accuser, consented to become his executioner, and Struck off 
his head with his own hand. 

For a period of two years subsequent to this event, in'spite of the 
antipathies of an adverse religion, the author is compelled to acknow¬ 
ledge, that Saud-ud-doulah the fortunate Israelite, continued to direct 
the machine of government with a success, which raised the empire to 
a pitch of almost unexampled prosperity and splendor. And,although 
he is reproached with having distributed every employment of the 
state, between his brothersand relatives, yet, at the conclusion of the 
period to which we have alluded, with a treasure of one thousand to- 
mauns, or ten millions of dinaurs of gold,* in the imperial exchequer, 
such was the moderation and uniform integrity of their deportment, 
that not a single complaint of violence, or injustice in any shape, was 
heard against them from any part of this wide extended monarchy. In 
the mean time, the proofs of his sovereign’s bounty descended upon this 
highly favored minister in rapid succession, and every returning day 
brought with it some fresh accumulation of dignity and honor; until 
the familiarity with which he was permitted to approach the person of 
his master, made him at last forgetful of his place, and of the respect 
which was due to the majesty of the throne, lienee-on one occasion, 
while engaged at dice with the monarch, in making a throw, he inad¬ 
vertently stretched out his leg from beneath his robe ; and one of the 
TartarnoblCscomingin at the instant, proceeded to upbraid him, in bitter 
terms, with the grossness of the indecorum, and with the contumaci¬ 
ous insolence with which he presumed to comport himself, under the 
accumulated fayors of an indulgent sovereign. Saud-ud-doulah en¬ 
deavored tp apologize, by explaining that a sudden pain in his knees 
had bees the cause of an inattention so apparently disrespectful ; and 
that he conceived it would be a mark of folly, if even in this instance, 
be had refused to obey the commands ofso j ust and considerate a monarch- 

* 4,583,333k 6s .'8d. at the lowest computation. 
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His exorbitant power had, however, by this time become extremely 
obnoxious to the courtiers and principal Ameirs; all of whom now 
united in a combination to destroy him, with Toughan Niiyan, a pow¬ 
erful noble whose pride had been, in some point or other, more parti¬ 
cularly offended. But the design was carefully concealed, until mat¬ 
ters should be perfectly ripe for its execution. In his progress to gran¬ 
deur, the minister had, it seems, at first outwardly evinced a disposition 
to favor, if not to associate in the doctrines of Mahommedism ; and 
this spirit it was that, peradventure, dictated the letters dispatched in 
Ramzaun of the year six hundred and eighty eight* to Baghd&d, pro- 
vidingforthe protection and accommodation of the pilgrims to Mekkah. 
But, when he became thoroughly intoxicated with his good fortune, his 
pride and arrogance at last exceeded even that of the impious race of 
Aud and both he and his profligate relatives, and the miscreants of 
his nation, proceeded without scruple, to insult and deride the sacred 
principles of Islam . 

In short, the impiety of Saud-ud-doulah was at last carried to such 
a pitch, that, whenever an opportunity occurred, he employed every 
argument to inculcate in to his master, that the divine mission of his illus¬ 
trious ancestor Jengueiz having descended to him by a just inheritance, 
he possessed through the goodness of heaven, all the means that were 
requisite, not only for the consolidation of a mighty monarchy, but, 
whenever he thought proper, for establishing, like the prophet of the 
Arabs, a new system of religion of his own, on the abrogation of every 
previous codeof faith, thathadhithertosubsisted in the world. Arghun 
Khaun, whose avaricious disposition had confirmed him the adversary 
of every Mussulman, derived from these arguments fresh pretences for 
their persecution, and humiliation; and a mandate was now issued, 
ordaining that for thefuture,none who professed the religion of the Kor¬ 
an, should on any consideration be employed in the collections ; nay, 
furthermore, they were rigorously excluded, by the same mandate, from 
holding any intercourse whatever with the imperial residence. To 
complete the climax of his impieties, the minister brought his mis¬ 
guided sovereign finally to resolve on polluting the sacred sanctuary 

* September, A. D. 1289. 
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qf the-Kaauhah,by the.reieHablishfrtfertt of-idolatry/ wfthiil its hal¬ 
lowed, walls ; aftd on concerting theMffbomm'edans, and every subject 
of his authority, from the worship of the true God, to the absurd and 
impious adoration of stocks and stones. 

In the very zenith of his power, thesealleged malignant designs were 
however, suddenly suspended by the hand of destiny. His sovereign 
was seized with a dangerous iHness, which was soon found to resist 
the powers of medicine ; and the minister began totrembleat that ven¬ 
geance which he had justly to apprehend from an enraged nobility. 
It was in vain that he had recourse to various expedients to disarm 
the resentment of his enemies, and to recover his popularity. 'the 
dissolution of his master was finally ascertained to be at hand; and he 
sought by privately dispatching into Khorassaun, to invite Shahz&dafa 
Ghazan, afterwards emperor, to repairwith all possible expedition to the 
imperial residence, in order to shieldhimselfundfertheprdtectionofthat 
prince against the swords of the exasperated Ameirs, Ilis intentions 
could not however escape the vigilance ofthe powerful party combined 
against him. A conference was immediately held at the quarters of 
Toghatchaur, one of the most distinguished Nuyans, where it was re¬ 
solved, in the first instance, to destroy or make away with the prin¬ 
cipal adherentsofSaud-ud-doulah ; and this was carried into immediate 
execution. They then secured the person of the minister ; and after 
he had been suffered to languish for several days, in a state of the 
most agonizing suspense and apprehension,, in the custody of Toghat¬ 
chaur, they ultimately put a period to his existence-. 

Arghdn Khaun did not long survive the fate of his minister. He died, 
at his gardens in the territory of Arran, on Tuesday the third of the for¬ 
mer Rebbeia of the six hundred and ninetieth of the Hidjerah ;* to the 
great relief of every friend of Islam, and to the equal mortification of 
all that were hostile to the Law of Mahommed. His reign appears to 
have occupied a period of about six years and six months. He left 
four sons, Ghazan Khaun, Beissyfceymur, Ouljaitfi Sultan, and Khatki 
Oghul; of whom the first and third at succeeding periods, attained to- 
the sovereign power. 


* March 4th, 129t. 



The decided part which this monarch took against the religious A. H. 600. 
system, which prevailed throughout his dominions, might justify the A. D. 1291 • 
apprehension that his character would be unfavorably delineated; and Habeib-us- 
yet his memory appears to have escaped that obloquy to which it was * ejrr ’ 
exposed from the violence ofMahommedan prejudice. 

Among the learned cotemporaries of Arghtin Khaun we cannot omit 
tomention thenameofNasser-ud-dein Abdullah Beizauvy; the author 
of the Nizaum-ul-towaurikh, a chronicle frequently referred to by ori¬ 
ental. writers, who died in the six hundred and ninety second of the 
Hidjerah. 

Keykhactu, or Gunj auxu Khaun the son of Ab&ka, fifth of the 
Persian monarchs of the race of Jengueiz. 

Through the culpable negligence of transcribers, the name of this 
monarch has been indifferently committed to record in the manner 
above perfixed ; but it having been observed, by Mirza Ulugh Beg in y^ Y f” AU p U ’ 
his history of the four tribes, that the word Keykhautu must origin- so _j e „g U i z i an 
ally have been written Tcheyghautun, which bears in the Moghul dia- monarclis. 
lect the positive signification of dstonisher, (der taujeb andauz,) the 
author whom we have chosen for our guide has assigned the preference 
to the former method.* 

Under his brother’s authority, Keykhautu appears to have held the 
government of Rfim, or western Anatolia; and on the death ofthat brother, 
in the manner just related, the whole of the principal Ameirs now con¬ 
curred in deputing Alguzzy Gfirekauti one of their number, to apprize 
him of the recent event; to announce to him his accession to the sover¬ 
eign power; and to request his immediate presence at the residence of 
the imperial authority, at this period permanently established either 
at Tebreiz, or some of the towns in the neighborhood. They had 
however scarcely dispatched their agent, when a difference of opinion 
arose among the same Ameirs, with respect to the succession in which 
they had so recentlyconcurred; Toghatchaur,and anotherchief, openly 
declaring for B&idfi Oghul, the son of Teragh&i, the son of Hulaukfl, to 
whom, in his retreat at Baghdad, a letter was accordingly written, with 

• In the Kholausut-ul-akhbaur we find nevertheless, that the same author, or his trao$- 
scriber, invariably writes the name Gfinjatftn. 
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A. H, 690-91. a tender of the vacant throne. But, with a consideration unusually 
A. D. 1291-92. disinterested, for the claims of his kinsman, Bhidfi peremptorily de- 
Ilabeib-us- c ij ne( j the offer. 

SC yr ( 

On theother hand,when thedeath ofhisbrotherwasannouncedto him 
by the person deputed for the purpose, ICeykhautft hastened without 
delay towards Azerbaijaun ; many of the nobility proceeding at the 
same time as far as Alatauk, towards the source of the Aboras, Aras, 
or Araxes, to meet, and congratulate himon his elevation. And on Sun¬ 
day the twenty fourth of Rudjub of the six hundred and ninetieth of 
the Hidjerah, # in the presence ofia general diet of the states of the em¬ 
pire, he publicly ascended with the usual solemnities, the throne of 
Hftlauku; some of the Ameirs submitting to his authority with unaf¬ 
fected Zealand cordiality, while others were constrained to acknow¬ 
ledge his power, with an exterior ofsatisfaction which but ill accorded 
with their private feelings. 

When some days had been devoted without interruption to the 
ordinary festivities of the occasion, Keykhautu did not fail to summons 
the disaffected Ameirs to answer for their conduct; and Toghatchaur 
and Kenjekbaul in particular, were condemned to atone under the 
the bastinado, for their declared predilection in favor of another; after 
which they were exempted from further punishment, and received to 
pardon, through the mediation of some of the Moghfil chiefs in the 
interest of the new sovereign. The presence of Keykhautu being soon 
afterwards required to quell some disturbances in Anatolia, he was 
compelled, on the fourth of the succeeding month of Ramzaun,f to 
make the best of his way to that province. His secret enemies among, 
theAmeirs,and the Shahzadahs his relati ves, immediately took advantage 
of his absence to excite commotions against his government; but re¬ 
turning unexpectedly, and in triumph, into Azerb&ijaun, in the latter 
Jummaudy of the six hundred and ninety first of the Hidjerah4 he 
ably vindicated his power, restored submission to his authority, and, 
with a moderation rarely exhibited by the victor, bestowed upon his 
vanquished adversaries the most liberal proofs of kindness and indul¬ 
gence. He now conferred the dignity of Ameir-ul-iimra, or lieuten¬ 
ant general of the empire on Auk Bouka Bahauder; and on the sixth 
•July 21st, 1291. f August 29th, A. D. 1291. J May A. D. 1292. 
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ef Zilhudje of the same year,* with the title of Suddurjahaun, he con- A. H. 691-93. 
signed the office of Vezzeir, or minister of civil affairs, to Sudder-ud- A. D- 1292-9 4. 
dein Ahmed, the Zenjaunian. Habeib-us- 

The testimony of historians is uniform in bestowing upon Keykhau- seyr ' 
tun, the character of the most liberal and munificent of the race ofHuI- 
aukft ; a disposition which he carried indeed to such excess, that in 
the course of a very limited period, he contrived to dissipate, among 
the Shahzadahs and Ameirs of his court, the whole of the treasures 
accumulated by his predecessors. A general enlargement of prisoners 
in the early part of his reign, and his uniform attention to the repose and 
happiness of his people, bespoke the mildness and philanthropy of his 
herrt; and his repugnance to the effusion of human blood was so great, 
that the whole period of his authority did not furnish a single example 
of the punishment of death. With all these amiable qualities theEyl- 
khaunian monarch was, nevertheless, so wretchedly enslaved to his 
sensual and irregular indulgences, and particularly to an inordinate 
passion for women, that in order to gratify this latter, he seized with¬ 
out scruple, and with unblushing effrontery, on the wives and daugh¬ 
ters of the subjects of his power, from the highest Ameirto the meanest 
peasant, and of every tribe and complexion. But, these repeated vi¬ 
olations of the most sacred rights of society terminated, as they justly 
should have done, in his ultimate destruction. 

In the mean time, our attention will be devoted to the recital of 
some interesting particulars in the administration of his Vezzeir, 

Khaujah Suddurjahaun Ahmed; who derived his original from a family 
which had long exercised the office of Kauzy, at Zenjaun, and who 
commenced his career in the service of Toghatchaur N&yan. Having 
succeeded to the prime ministry, through the sole preference of Keyk- 
hautii, he received from his sovereign every mark of distinction in his 
power to bestow ; and if a disposition equally bountiful and liberal with 
his own, could justify the choice, the monarch had no reason to regret 
the preference. But, very shortly after his accession to power, the 
Vezzeir proceeded to exclude the Ameirs of the empire from all inter¬ 
ference in the councils of government, and without communicating 
with them in any shape, to regulate athisown entire discretioneveryde-. 

* November 17tb, 1292. 
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A. H. 691-93. partment of the state. Hertce a combination was formed among the 
A. D. 1292 - 94 . principal inhabitants of Tebreiz to represent toKeykhautfi, the decay 
Habeib-us- and ruin into which his armies and military equipments had fallen 

seY r. 1 r 

through the blind presumption of the minister, who had arbitrarily un¬ 
dertaken, on his own private decisions, to disposeof the resources of 
the empire. Keykhautu did not hesitate to ascribe the remonstrance 
to an ignoble motive of jealousy, and in this belief immediately issued a 
fresh decree, by which the entire authority of the monarchy, from the 
banks of the Oxus to the confines of Egypt, was vested without con- 
troul in the hands of Suddur-jahaun ; whom he further empowered to 
proceed against his accusers to any extremity that he might conceive 
commensurate with his injuries. Availing himself of these extraordi¬ 
nary powers the minister hastened to lay his adversaries in bonds ; but 
when they had in some degree atoned, by the indignities to which they 
were thus exposed, for their malevolent attack, he took, at the expir¬ 
ation of a few days, compassion on their sufferings, and freely forgave 
them all. 

The boundless and indiscriminate liberality of the monarch, com¬ 
bined with a magnificence not less prodigal on the part of his minister, 
had soon exhausted the treasury, of every description of specie ; and a 
destructive disease among thecattle throughout the empire, producing 
at thesame time, additional demands on the benevolence of Keykhautfl, 
the Vezzeir found himself at a loss for the means of supplying even the 
necessary expences of the imperial household. In these circumstan¬ 
ces, a variety of plans were discussed in order to remove the difficulty ; 
and amongothers, Ezz-ud-dein Mfizuffer, an officer of the revenue, of 
great acuteness and ability in his department,* and who was possibly 
not over scrupulous about the means so that the ends were accom¬ 
plished, proposed in the room of specie to introduce a paper exchange, 
similar to what had been long since established in China, and the terri¬ 
tories of the Kaauns, or Tartar sovereigns ; and thus, by substituting 
amedium for theobjects of trade and commercial intercourse, ultimate¬ 
ly to transfer into the imperial treasury, the wholeof the gold and silver 
of the country, and without the slightest prejudice to the interests of 

* The epithet of Shrrreir applied to him, conveys an ambiguous meaning, either acult 
or profligatt —shrewd knave perhaps. 
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individuals, to create amostmaterialadditionofstrengthandvigor to the A.'H. 691-93. 
monarchy. A debt of five hundred tomauns,orfivemillions ofdinaurs,* v p ~ 12i)2 - 9 *- 
of which the treasury presented no probable source of liquidation, and Habeib-us- 
the daily exigencies of the government for which he must indispensably * eyr ’ 
provide, urged the vezzeir to attend to the novel suggesstion of M&zuffer; 
and heaccordingly proceeded, in conjunction with PullaudTchingsang, 
the minister of the court of China and Taftary, to communicate to his 
sovereign this alleged absurd, and impracticable plan. 

Keykhautfi was easily led to concur in a measure which promised 
to supply such abundant resources for his prodigality; and an edict 
was immediately issued, under his authority, from thence-forward 
strictly prohibiting throughout his dominions the use of the precious 
metals either as the medium of trade, or in any species of manufacture, 
further than was expressly required for the personal service of the 
monarch. Goldsmiths and embroiderers were proscribed their em. 
ployments; and as a substitution for specie, it wasdirected that stamp,^ 
or banking houses, should be forthwith established in every city and 
principal town, throughout the several provinces of Azerbayjaun, Ara¬ 
bian and Persian Irak, Diaurbekir, Khuzistaun, Farss, and Khorass- 
aun,comprisingtheextent of the Persian empire,at thisperiod. Agents 
were, at the same time, appointed to carry the decree into execution, 
in every district; and it was furthermore ordained, that when they en¬ 
gaged on any expedition, voyage, or journey in trade, the governors of 
provinces, and all merchants should supply themselves, in lieu of cash, 
with Tchao, or bank notes ; and, as an indemnity for their loss of em¬ 
ployment, as well as to prevent them from having recourse to their res¬ 
pective professions, it was finally announced that all goldsmiths, Ser- 
aufs, or money changers, andembroiderers, ormanufacturers in gold and 
silver, would be paid a certain annual stipend in notes,at the established 
banks. 

In consequence of this singular arrangement, a tchao-khaunah, or 
banking house, was immediately erected, at a considerable ex pence, in 
every principal town throughout the empire. Butin order to enable 
us to form some competent judgment on the subject, the author pro- 

*2,2916661. 13$. 4d. at the lowest computation. 

1 'lYh&o khaunah. 
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ceeds to state that the Tchdo was an oblong square piece of paper, con¬ 
taining a short inscription in Khatkian, or Chinese characters, and ex¬ 
hibiting on each side the Mahomtnedan confession of faith, asserting 
that there is no God but God, and that Mahommed is the messenger 
of God ! with the terms Eirentchei and Routchei, titles which seem 
to have been bestowed by the Kkans of Khat&i, upon the Persianmon- 
archs. In the middle of the note was described a circle', within which 
was expressed the value, from one half to ten dirhems,* together with 
the declaration, that in the year six hundred and ninety three, his im¬ 
perial majesty had instituted that species of bank paper, for the cur¬ 
rency of his dominions ; which, on pain of the most serious punish¬ 
ments,to themselves, their wives, and their children, his liege subjects 
were thence-forward to make use of in all the transactions of life. 

The promulgation of this decree appears to have occasioned the most 
extensive alarmamong all descriptions of people, but more immediately 
in the metropolis of Tebreiz ; where its objects were carried into actual 
execution, inthemonthofZilkaudahof the six hundred and ninety third 
of the Hidjerah.* For two or three days, the shopkeepers and retail 
dealers endeavored through compulsion, togive currency to these notes,, 
in the ordinary transactions of the market. Rut at the expiration of 
that short period, many of the more opulent inhabitants, apprehensive 
of the serious injury which they were likely to sustain in their pro¬ 
perty, could no longer tolerate what they conceived to be so grievous 
an imposition, and fled the town ; while others, at the same time that 
through terror of the displeasure of government, they continued to 
keep open the doors of their shops, nevertheless carefully secreted 
every article of clothing and subsistance. The general and domestic 
inconvenience, which was the immediate result, produced the most 
violent agitation; and thewholeremaiuingpopulation of Tebreiz united, 
with loud clamours, to complain of the obnoxious measure; and to exe¬ 
crate the author of it, Ezz-ud-dein Muzufler, who fell, according to 
some historians, an immediate sacrifice to the rage of the disorderly 
multitude. ThepassageoftheKaravauns from one province to another 
now ceased, and every species oftrade, and commercial intercourse was 
totally at an end. 

* From two pence three farthings, to four shillings and seven pence. 

* October, 1 294, 
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In such circumstances of alarm and embarassment, it is not strange A. H. 693-94. 
th^t the vezzeir should have united with the Ameirs ofthe court, in A. D. 1201 - 9 5 . 
representing to Keykhautu that the bank-note system appeared fraught H abeil> ‘ us ' 
with.ruin to his people, and extinction to the revenues of the state ; ^ 

and that if it were suffered to continue in force, but for a very few days 
longer, the result might prove most calamitous, if not fatal to his for¬ 
tune and government. Neither did it require any great exertion of rea¬ 
soning, to prevail upon the monarch to listen to this appeal; and he 
consented without hesitation to rescind the decree, which seemed to 
threaten such inauspicious consequences. Those of the inhabitants 
who had abandoned the city immediately returned to their dwellings, 
and the country was soon restored to its former state of prosperity and 
abundance. 

The manner in which, in defiance of every principle of justice and 
decorum, Keykhautu dared to force to his licentious propensities the 
wives and daughters of every class of his subjects, and more particularly 
those of the Mahommedans, has already Been intimated. It is therefore 
notsurprising that, smarting under the recollectionofsuch gross andac- 
cumulated injuries, they should at last have uni ted in aspirit ofdetermin- 
ed hostility against his government, and should have looked with anxi¬ 
ous expectation, forthe developementof some favorable crisis to relieve 
themselves from the cruel insults, to which they were perpetually ex¬ 
posed. The intemperate excesses of the monarch did not keep them 
longin suspense. One eveningat Alahtauk, for some conceived offence 
in a fit of drunken ill humour, he directed Ayat Kuly, one of his officers, 
to inflict several blows upon his kinsman,BaidfiOghul, the grandson of 
Hulaukfi. Next morning, when htj was recovered from the effects of 
his debauch, the monarch evinced the utmost regret for what had pas¬ 
sed ; and in order to make the most ample reparation in his power for 
the insult, he immediately assembled his whole court, and taking the 
diadem from hisown brows to.place it on thoseof his offended kinsman, 
proceeded in their presence to offer every apology forhis conduct. The 
haughty Moghul, though deeply incensed, conceived it however at 
that moment, unseasonable to exhibit any symptoms of dissatisfaction ; 
and he accordingly consep^ed to pass the day in mirth and conviviality, 
as if all were buried in oblivion. 
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A. H. 693-94. The discontented Ameirs, who were privately on the watch for their 
A. P-1294-95. opportunity, and no sooner discovered the secretdispleasurc which was 

Habeib-us- brooding in the mind of B&idu, than they obtained an interview with 
sevr ° * 

thatprince; and, on his promise to advance from Baghdad inthecourseof 

the ensuing year, they readily entered into an engagement to join his 
standard, against the tyrant by whom he had been insulted. The 
Shahzadahs, who were not associated in the conspiracy, had quitted the 
court, and retired to their estates in the provinces; but in the middle 
of winter receiving intelligence of the designs in agitation, they trans¬ 
mitted to Keykhautun, without the smallest delay, a full disclosure of 
what they had learnt, together with the names of all concerned in the com¬ 
bination. Three of the leaders of the conspiracy were immediately 
seized and imprisoned, by Keykhautu ; but Toghatchaur Nhyan, the 
fermenting principleof the mischief, being unaccountably left at large, 
omitted not to avail himselfofthe circumstance to dispatch an express 
to Baghdad, urging the immediate departure for Azerb&ijaun, of Baidu, 
as he tendered his hopes of realizing their just expectations of success. 
In compliance with this request B&idu instantly put his troops in mo¬ 
tion for Persian Irak. 

Keykhautfi, who was at this period at his residence in the district of 
Arran in the peninsula of the Kfirr and Oras, hastened on intelligence 
of the hostile approach of hiskitisman, toTebreiz; from whence he dis¬ 
patched an advanced guard of five thousand men, under Neinauk,or 
Teynauk, or some such name, to check the march of the insurgents. 
Aukbouka, and the traitor Toghatchaur, followed shortly afterwards 
with two tomauns, or divisionsoftenthousandeach ; andon the third of 
the former Jummaudy, of the six* hundred and ninety fourth of the 
Hidjerah,* the monarch in person, at the head of themain body of the 
army, proceeded in the same direction. The advanced guard under 
Teynauk was soon engaged with the light troopsof the enemy, although 
the issue is not explained; but when they had marched together in 
concert for two days, Toghatchaur, on the morning of the third, pro¬ 
ceeded with his division in advance, without advising with his collegue; 
although, when required to account for his behaviour, he asigned as 
hisreason,the scarcityof forageand water. Whichforthe present allayed 

• March 19th, 1295. 
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tiie suspicions that had been awakened againsthim. Continuinghow- 
ever his separate march on the fourth day, Aukbouka became again 
Jealous of his intentions ; and in more peremptory terms, sent to demand 
an explanation of his conduct, so diametrically at variance with the sys¬ 
tem of military, arrangement established by their superiors. Togh- 
atehaur now boldly threw off the mask ; and announced in reply, that 
hitherto, indeed, as Ameir-ul-umra, or lieutenant-general of the em¬ 
pire under the authority of Keykhauth, hisobedience was due to Auk¬ 
bouka ; but circumstances being now materially altered, by the trans¬ 
fer of that important charge to himself, under the more recent author¬ 
ity of ,Baidu Khaun, he must be excused if he considered himsel^no 
longer subject to. the orders of any other person. Such a communi¬ 
cation was not calculated to diminish the apprehensions of Aukbouka; 
and the troops of his division, like a torrent overflowing its banks, 
proceeding in crouds to join the standard of the revolter, he found it 
expedient, with the few who continued, firm to their allegiance, to seek 
the presence of his master. 

W hen apprised of the unfavorable train, into which his affairs had 
been thrown by this unexpected desertion, Keykhautu expressed a 
desire to withdraw, immediately into theconfines of the Anatolian pen* 
insula ; but, to some of his courtiers, whose prudence and fidelity were 
perhaps equally questionable, such a step appeared inexpedient, and 
he was prevailed, upon to proceed, on the contrary, towards Ebher; 
a little to the south ward of Sultauniah. At such a crisis, Towukkei 
Nuyan, w ho had been but reccntLy, sent with, a, numerous, body of 
troops,, into Gurjestaun, or Georgia^, suddtenly re-appeared ; and being 
joined by the disaffected. Ameirs, who had contrived to make their es¬ 
cape from imprisonment at Tebreiz, all together, spurred on.by the most 
determined and inveterate hostility, pushed for the campof Keykhautu. 
The unfortunate monarch was soon afterwards seized, and delivered 
up into the hands of his rebellious nobility; by whom, on Thurs¬ 
day the sixth of the latter Jummaudy,.of. the six hundred and ninety 
fourth of the Hidjerah* he was finally put to-death, when he had ex>- 
ercised the sovereign authority for the exact period of three years auj. 

* Twenty-first of April, 1295. 
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A. H. 694 . nine months. He left three sons, Uiafireng^ Iransh&h, and Jungpfillaud, 
A. D. 1295 . neither of whom ever attained to the imperial power. 

Habeib-us- Baidu Khaun, the son o"f Teragh&i, sixth of the Persian monarch* 
of the race of Jengueiz. 

The destiny of Keykhautft having been determined in the manner 
just recorded, by the swords of a rebellious aristocracy, Toghatchaur, 
with most of the Ameirs of the empire, hastened without further de¬ 
lay to join the standard of Baidfi ; whom, before the close of the month 
s of Jummaudy, in the neighborhood of Hamadaun, they seated on the 
throne of Hulauku. The festivities incident to his inauguration being 
also at an end, the new sovereign proceeded to regulate the more im¬ 
portant concerns of the monarchy. To Toghatchaur, who had been 
so conspicuously instrumental to his elevation, he confirmed the dig¬ 
nity of Ameir-ul-fimra, to which he further annexed the government of 
Diaurbekir, and Riim. Suddur Jahaun was removed from the Viz- 
zaurut, which was bestowed upon Jummaul-ud-dein Dustjerdauny; 
the superseded minister being nevertheless, appointed to preserve or¬ 
der and tranquillity^ in the provinces of Diaurbekir and R&m, as the 
lieutenant of Toghatchaur. The tomauns of Irak Ajem wereconsigned 
to TAlaudsii, and Kenjek, or Kentchekbal, was nominated to the super¬ 
intendance of Shubangaurah. Of the ministers of the late monarch, 
Aukbouka, and Taynjii were both put to death ; others were received 
to pardon,andin particular Ayat Kuly,the officerwho,at the instanceof 
hismaster, hadstruck the prince at Alataukjand whom, in consequence 
of his bold and manly reply, when taxed with an offence for which he 
was no further responsible, than as having without scruple, obeyed 
the’commands of his then sovereign*, the new monarch very honorably 
enrolled in the establishment more immediately attached to his person-. 

Baidu was, however, scarcely well seated ou his throne, when he dis¬ 
covered that he was to combat for it, with a more formidable rival, in 
the person of'Shahz&dah Ghazan, the son of Arghun Khaun, who ac¬ 
companied byAmeir Norouz Ghauzzv, soon afterwards entered Azer- 
bhijaun ; to whose fortune he was constrained to yield, and ultimately, 
trim-full to swallow to the dregs, the bitter draught so recently ad¬ 
ministered to the unhappy Ke.vkhautu. 1,’he reign of B&idu did not 
extend beyond the short period of five months ; but the circumstances 
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of his fall' will be more particularly detailed under the history of his 
victorious competitor, which next demands our attention. 

Sultan Mahmud, or sometimes Mahommed Ghazan Khaun, 
the son of Arghfin Khaun, seventh of the Persian monarchs of the race 
of Jengueiz. 

„ From the singular complacency with which the Mussulman writers 
appear to dwell upon his memory, we are induced to recur, with our 
author, to the earliest events of the life of this prince. 

His birth is stated to have taken place at SuLtanrfowein in the de- 
pendency of Asterabad, and province of Mazanderaun, on Friday the 
twenty ninth of the latter Rebbeia, of the six hundred and seventieth 
of the Hidjerah.* The particular year is indeed omitted in the ma¬ 
nuscript ; but as he is represented to have been in the tenth year of 
his age, at the death of his grandfather Ab&ka, we have ventured to 
supply the omission. 

On the death of Ab&ka, at whose court he had received his education- 
from the age of three years, he hastened to join his father;. Arghfln 
Khaun ; on whose subsequent triumph over Sultan Ahmed, and ele¬ 
vation to the sovereign dignity, in the six hundred and eighty third of 
the Hidjerah, he was invested with the government of Khorassaun. 
And in that province, some years afterwards, it fell to the lot of the 
young prihce to contend against the valour and experience of Ameir 
JSorouz, the inveterate foe of infidels in general, and of the Moghuls in 
particular. This warlike chieftain was the son of Arghiin Aga, who,, 
under different monarchs of the race-of Jengueiz, had exercised the 
functions of government, in some or other of the provinces of the 
Persian empire, for a period ofnine and thirty years. AmeirNorouz 
had early embraced the tenets of Issl&m, and, on all occasions, had 
evinced the most ardent zeal in its interests, and advancement. Ia 
Zilhudje ofthe six hundred and eighty seventh of the Hidjerah,-)- soon 
after Arghun Khaun had found it expedient to make an example of 
his minister Bouka Tchingsang, Norouz, who was connected by the 
strongest ties of friendship with that minister, withdrew in discontent 
to his winter quarters at Derrahjerd ; and there entered into a conspir¬ 
acy with the Shahzadah Kensliour, his sister’s husband, and some of 
* December. 3rd, A. D. 3571. +January, 1288. 
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the Ameirs of Khorassauri, against the provincial government of GhJk- 
zan Khaun. On the eighth of the former Rebbeia of the year six hun¬ 
dred and eighty-eight,* he unexpectedly surrounded that prince in 
his camp at Keshefrud ; but by some chance or other, suffered him to 
escape into his native province of Mazanderaun. On his arrival in that 
country, Ghazanjmmediately seized the person of his brother Hulauju,. 
in whose support Norouz had declared himself to have taken arms, 
and sent him in safe custody to his father’s presence; after which, hav¬ 
ing re-assembled his scattered troops, he returned to make head against 
the insurgents. On the fifteenth of the latter Rebbeia,f in the terri¬ 
tory of Raudegaun, a battle ensued between the adverse parties, in 
which Norouz was signally victorious ; acquiring at the same time an 
immense booty, and exalting the fame of his exploits to the highest 
pitch of glory. 

For part of the ensuing winter,$ Shahzkdah Gh&zan remained inac¬ 
tive at Kalbous, another dependency ofAsterabad; but after a repose of 
forty days, during which beFad been joiried byapowerfulreinforcement 
dispatched to his aid by his father, under B&idu, and Touzein Nuyan, 
he marched without further delay, to try .the issue of another conflict 
with Norouz. The latter advanced tPmeet him from the side of Rau¬ 
degaun ; but discovering, on his arrival at Jermoghaun, that his force 
was inadequate to the hazardof a contest with the Shahzadah, with any 
reasonable prospect of success, he took the sudden resolution of retir¬ 
ing across the Jeyhun, into western Tartary. He was pursued to the 
gates of Herat, by Gh&zan Khaun; who returned however, after con¬ 
tinuing some time on the plains of Hazaurjereib, with a considerable 
booty, to pass the remainder of the winter at Neyshapfir. The spring 
of six hundred and eighty nine,§ the young prince enjoyed among the 
delicious meads of Raudegaun ; and in the succeeding summer, he re¬ 
moved to Torftn (bordering on the Kohestaun), from whence he dis¬ 
missed Baidu Gghul, with the greater part of the reinforcements from 
Irakand Azerbftijaun. Towards the close of the summer, he proceeded 
to a station in the neighborhood of Serkhess, called Shersebeil, and 
tjhere encamped, 

* March 301h, 1289. +May Clh, 1289. ; Of 1200. 

§ A. D. 1290. 
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While lie remained in .his encampment at this, place, reports were A. H. 694. 
Continually conveyed to him of the hostile designs of Keydft Khaun ; A. D. 1295. 
whom, on his retreat into Turkestaun, Norouz Beg ha*d never ceased Habtib-us- 
to importune with representations of the facility, with which he might seyr ’ 
achieve the conquest of Khorassaun. His solicitations at last pre¬ 
vailed; and that monarch confiding the execution of the design to his 
son inlaw, Arektemur, the latter, some time in the C90th of the Hid- 
jerah, crossed the Amuyab, or lower Qxus, accompanied by Nor¬ 
ouz, at the head of thirty thousand veteran cavalry. Shahz&dah 
Ghazan and the Ameirs under his qrders, conceived that this was a 
force against which they werq f nQt possessed of the meaps of resistance; 
aud they accordingly evacuated the province, retreating with their 
utmost celerity all the wav ; to Seninaun, pn thq borders of Persian 
Irak and Mazanderaun. -Having pursued them as far as.Jppr,;the 
troops of Arektemfir and Norouz extgnded.thdr ravages through gr^sat 
part of Khorassaun, acquitting themselves, with sufficient activity 
and effect, in the cruel work of pillage and slaughter.. But, in every 
district through which they passed in their return, the oppressed in¬ 
habitants, whenever it could be undertaken with advantage, by night 
and by day, failed not to harrass their invaders with incessant attacks; 
so that by the time they reached Baudgheiss, they discovered that 
they had lost, in a manner for which they could not account, very 
little short of five thousand horse. Such a circumstance awakened 
some suspicions in the mind of Arektemur; and he gave a proof of the 
direction in which they tended, by condemning his auxiliary Norouz 
to the discipline of the cane, or perhaps of the bastinado. 

In the mean time, intelligence was announced of the death of Arghun 
Khaun, and of the accession of Keykhauty ; events which were made 
known to Gh&zan during his abode atSemnaun. Whence, after exhi¬ 
biting the usual proofs of sorrow on the demise of his father, the young 
prince proceeded at first towards Dama wend, possibly Damaghaun,retir¬ 
ing ultimately toSftltandowein, the place ofhis nativity. At that place, 

.he was not long afterwards joined by the Shahzkdah Ambartchei, with 
the Ameirs Touldki, or Ttilad&i, and Kenjekbaul,despatched by Key- 
khautfi, at the head of a chosen detachment of troops to his support. 
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Thus secured against the attempts oftheeriemy, Gh^zari continued 
in a state of inactivity at Sultandowein, until the spring of the six 
hundred and ninety second of the Hidjerah,* when he announced his 
intention of visiting Tebreiz ; in order as he alleged, to bring the state 
ofKhorassaun, underthemoreseriousconsiderationofKeykhautfi. But 
the presence of his nephew being deemed by that monarch, a circum¬ 
stance likely to affect the tranquillity of his government, be employed 
someofhis nobles to dissuade the Shahz&dah from his design; and to pre¬ 
vail upon him to take the opposite direction, that of the province in 
which he was so deeply concerned. Gh&zan remained however in 
Mazatfderaun, in which province he now continued uutil the close of 
six hundred and ninety three.f Then it was that he transferred his 
quarters to Neyshapdr, where he finally came to'an accommodation 
with his late formidable adversary AmeirNorouz. 

It would appear that having accompanied Arektemdr to the banks 
of the Amuiah, on his return from the predatory expedition into Khor- 
assaun, aud having already experienced some proof of the treatment 
to which he might be in future further exposed, Ameir Norouz availed 
himself of the earliest opportunity to separate from the Tcheghat&ians; 
and very shortly afterwards, at the suggestion of his wife, that he dis. 
patched two of his followers to solicit, or propose a reconciliation with 
Shahz&dah Ghazan. The prince met the overture with unfeigned sa¬ 
tisfaction ; immediately concluding that the friendship of this able and 
warlike'chieftain must essentially contribute to promote the advance¬ 
ment of his own fortune, and of those views "which he probably had 
already in contemplation. A treaty was arranged between the par¬ 
ties without much difficulty ; and although it was in the depth of win¬ 
ter, Ghazan proceeded without delay,through Serkhess and MerA, to 
Shabregbaun ; in the neighborhood of which place, he came to a con- 
ferencewith Norouz,atwhich it was reciprocally agreed to bury all past 
animosities inoblivion, and to cultivate for theTuture, the most sincere 
and lasting friendship. The Shahzkdah bestowed the most Liberal 
proofs of his esteem and kindness, upon his new ally, accompanied by 
whom he, shortly after this, set off on his return for SPltandowein. 

* A. D, 1393. t September, A. D. 1294. 
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While he was on his march to Sultandowsin on this occasion, at 
the commencement of the six hundred and ninety fourth of the Hid- 
jerah,* repeated advices were communicated toGh&zan, of the death of 
Keykhautfl, and of the elevation of BaidikOghul, or .Oghlu, as already 
related; events which were calculated to agitate his mind in no ordi¬ 
nary degree. Accordinglyon his arrival atSultandowein,he proceeded 
to deliberate with his officers, on the measures which he should pur¬ 
sue, in order to vindicate his own claim to the throne of his ancestors, 
and to subvert the power of the usurper. Having expressed his con¬ 
fidence that the period was not remote, at whiph they should see the 
prince of their selection elevated to the splendor of a throne, and the 
power of the usurper with his conglomerated Ameirs, dispelled with 
the clouds that obscure the views of infidelity, Norouz embraced his 
opportunity to intimate to his associates, that there was one step which, 
beyond all others, would promote and facilitate the object of their 
ambition—This was, that the Shahzadah should engage, at a proper 
period, to profess his belief in the doctrines of the last of the prophets. 
A proposal to which Ghazan appears to have subscribed, without hes¬ 
itation ; and he soon afterwards commenced his march for Azerbaijaun. 

On his arrival atTehraun, or Tehroon, then a dependency of the an¬ 
cient city of Rey, the Shahzadah, at the instance of Norouz, who was 
now become his principaladviser, dispatched a deputation to the court 
of Baidu, with a message importing, that as it was the first instance in 
which the KdrajA nobility had presumed to offer violence to the il¬ 
lustrious blood of Jengue'iz, he trusted that the individuals engaged in 
the death of Keykhautu, would be conveyed to his camp without delay; 
in order that, after a solemn and impartial investigation, those chiefs 
who should be found guilty of having betrayed their unhappy sover¬ 
eign, might suffer the punishment due to their crimes. The deputies 
of Ghazan Khaun found the court of Baidh, at Hushtrud, near Mer- 
aughah; and when they had explained the object of their visit, the 
monarch did not pretend to deny that for certain reasons, which it were 
superfluous to detail, Keykhauth had suffered death ; but, as the mem¬ 
bers of the imperial family, and the Ameirs of the empire had since 
united to acknowledge the authority ot'another sovereign,'' in himself, it 

* December, 1294. 
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nppearedadvisable that We Shkhzidah should retrace h&steps towards 
Khorassivlii, without exposing'himsclf ’farther inCoftfrertience. 
Gh&zanKhaun received this'reply at Kunguraulung, (thefuture Sul- 
tauniah) and hastened without further 1 delay towards Hushtrftd—the 
eight risers. 

Baidu on the other hand, on intelligence of the approach of his adver¬ 
sary, advanced with equal resolution to meet him ; and on Thursday 
the fifth of Rudjub of the six hundred and ninety Fourth of the ITid- 
jerah,* in the neighborhood of Korbansheirah, and on the banks of the 
river which runs by the village of Sheirgueiran, the hostile armies 
came in view of each other. Before, however, the martial instruments 
had yet sounded “ to battle,” the left wing of B&idfl, under Towukkel 
Nuyan and another chief, being assailed by Ameir Kutlug Shah, with 
part of the right wing of Ghhzan Khaun, Towukkel basely fled, and 
abandoned his collegue; who was.killed on the spot with nearly two 
hundred of his bravest cavalry. This circumstance produced a strohg 
suspicion of treachery in the mind of B&idfr, and he immediately sus¬ 
pended hostilities ; dispatching his Akhtatchei, grand equerry, or mas¬ 
ter of the horse, to propose an accommodation to the Shahzadah ; re¬ 
minding him at the same time of the ties of friendship that formerly 
subsisted between them, and assuring him that he felt not the slightest 
repugnance to his possessing his full proportion of wealth andgrandeur. 

The Shahz&dah appeared equally disposed to compromise the un¬ 
fortunate differences that had arisen to disturb the empire ; and it was. 
immediately arranged that the two princes should' have a private con¬ 
ference, at which, without the intervention of any third person whatever, 
they might freely disclose to each other their respective views and 
sentiments. On the day following, Baidfi Khaun and Shahzadah Ghft- 
zan, each accompanied by a slight escort, accordingly proceeded to 
the place of conference, at some distance from either army ; and there 
embracing, with mutual profesions,of respect and" esteem, the ShahzS- 
dah declared without reserve, that his wishes extended to no other ob¬ 
ject, than to that ofbeingput in possession of the governments of Farss, 
Kermaun, and Irak, on the same terms as they tad been formerly 
held by his father. To this arrangement B&idu- appeared, to accede. 

* Ntncteeath of May, 129a- 
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with eheerfulne'ssaikUincerity; and having agreed to meet asecondtime 
theday following, inorder to ratify the accommodation,at a magnificent 
entertainment, the princes separated, again expressing their mutual 
regard and satisfaction. Baidu and his Ameirs were, nevertheless, at 
the same moment, digesting a plan tocutofftheShahz&dah during the 
conviviality of the intended repast : which, from some indications or 
other, fortunately did not escape the observation of the young prince, 
and he took his measures accordingly. That very night, the tenth of 
lludjub,* leaving Atneir Norouz and Boukitemur to receive the pa¬ 
tent for the governments to which he laid claim, and further to ascer¬ 
tain the views of the hostile Ameirs, he privately withdrew himself 
towards Mazanderaun. 

When he considered his person secure from danger, he dispatched 
Arek or Arkitemur, one of his principal officers, however, to explain 
to B&idu Khaun the reasons of his sudden departure, and to assure 
him, that with respect to himself he could not harbour the slightest 
suspicion of evil; but, that discovering in the demeanor of his courtiers 
Certain symptoms, which too clearly indicated a design to counteract 
the view's of their superiors, he had found it expedient, without appriz¬ 
ing him of his intentions, to.remove to a place of safety. He conceived, 
notwithstanding,that the engagements contracted between them were 
of a nature not to be violated, and that it behoved him without denvur- 
to transmit by Norouz Beg, whom he had Left behind him for the pur¬ 
pose, the necessary letters patent investing him with the governments 
enjoyed by his-father; thus guarding against the mutual inconvenience 
which mus-t be the issue of an infraction of the treaty on either side. 
Baidu cou.tinued.to conduct himself with an. apjiearance of moderation, 
anti immediately gave orders that Jummaul-ud-dein, the lieutenant 
of Farss, should deliver over that province to the agents of Gh&zan 
Khaun. But while he still endeavored to temporize, and procrastinate 
with Norouz, that able chieftain availed himself of the opportunity to 
bring over Toghatchaur, to form'vvith him a secret engagement to sub¬ 
vert the authority of Bi'idu, and to establish that of the Shahzadah.. 
This point successfully arranged, Norouz presented himself one day 
to Baidu, and, with a duplicity not unsuitable to his character, very 

* May 24th, 1295. 
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A. H. 694. deliberately swore to him, that if the monarch would permit him to 
A. D. 1295 . depart his camp without further delay, he would engage to deliver 
flabeib-us- Gh&zan, bound hand and foot, into the custody of his officers. B&id& 
' t * r * inconsiderately fell into the snare ; and on the fifteenth of Rudjub,* 
both Norouz and Boukitemflr received permission to return to their 
master; whom on the twenty seventh of the same month,f they joined 
in perfect security at Feyrouzkoh. All that had passed in their con¬ 
ferences with his uncle was punctually reported to the nephew ; and 
to his infinite mortification, Baidu was soon afterwards apprized in a 
dispatch fromNorouz himself, that he had been completely out-witted. 

On the fourth of the month of Shabaun,! in performance of his en¬ 
gagement with Ameir Norouz, and in the presence of a certain eminent 
doctor of the name of Shaikh Sudder-ud-deinlbrauhim, Ghazan Khaun 
proceeded to make his public profession of Issl&m ; and not much less 
than one hundred thousand of his nation are represented to have followed 
his example, on the same day. 

Shortly after this, the agent who had been dispatched on his part, to 
receive the investiture of the government of Shirauz, returned to in¬ 
form the Shahz&dah, that the lieutenant of Farss had refused both to 
resign his trust, and to pay any attention to the orders conveyed to him. 
This rekindling his resentment with no slight degree of violence, GhSt- 
zan gave immediate orders to prepare afresh, for an expedition into 
Azerbaijaun. In the mean time, Sudder Jahaun Ahmed the Zenjaun- 
ian, who had been nominated as already seen, to take charge of the 
affairs of the province of Rum, suddenly quitted the road to that pro¬ 
vince ; and striking through Guilan, on the seventh of the month of 
Shavaul,{ succeeded in joining thearmy of the Shahzadah, still at Fey- 
rouzk6h. He was received with distinguished favor ; and at his ear¬ 
liest opportunity, having previously stipulated with the prince, that he 
should on his part, when he had triumphed over his adversaries, engage 
to the utmost of his power, to confirm and stabilitate the interests of 
the true faith, to restore the charitable endowments instituted by the 
monarchs of former times, and to relinquish the property of those who 
should fall in battle, to such as possessed the claims of legitimate in¬ 
heritance, pledged himself to conduct Norouz,by a way through Gui- 
• May 29tb, 1295. | June 10th. J June 17th. § August 18th« 
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Ian, that should render him absolute master of;the destiny ofB&idu. A. H. C94. 
To these several stipulations, the Shahzadah subscribed without the A. D. 1295 . 
smallest reserve; and on Friday the fifteenth ofShavaul ofthe six hun- Habeib-us- 
dred and ninety fourth ofthe Hjdjerah,* finally advanced on the direct #e ^ 1 * 
route towards Azerb^ijaun. While Ameir Norouz proceeded the same 
time,by forced marches, and through extraordinary difficulties of coun¬ 
try through Guilan, by a road which brought him, by midnight of a 
certain date, to a station from whence, in two days journey he could 
reach the camp of Baidfi. From this station he conveyed intelligence 
of his approach to Toghatchaur, and the other chiefs engaged in the 
conspiracy; who were no sooner apprized of his arrival, than, like his 
better fortune, they abandoned the standard of their sovereign, and 
hastened to join that of Norouz. 

The defection of these chiefs determined Baidfi, on the fifteenth of 
the month of Zilkaudah,j" to break up the camp which he had formed 
on the Seffeidrud, or white river; and to retire with considerable pre¬ 
cipitation, by the route of Oujaun and Marend, towards Georgia; 
w hile Norouz, after dispatching to announce the event to the Shahzadah, 
hastened with his utmost celerity in pursuit of the fugitive. On the 
confmesofNekhtchuaun, the unfortunate monarch was overtaken and 
secured, by the advanced guard of Norouz’s division, and he was con¬ 
veyed without delay to that general at Tebreiz. From thence he was 
further dispatched towards Oujaun, by this time the head quarters of 
Ghazan Kliaun. Thisdeterminedhisdestiny.. His master of the horse 
was now employed by the Shahzadah, to meet and destroy his unfor¬ 
tunate relative ; whose existence was accordingly put a period to, on 
Wednesday thetwentythird ofZilkaudah, ofthe six hundred and ninety 
fourth of the Hidjerah.+ 

The power of Baidu becoming thus finally extinct, through the as¬ 
cendancy of Shahzadah Ghazan’s better star, and the ardent zeal of 
Ameir Norouz, the victor prince on the twenty ninth day of Zilhudje, 
the last of the 694th of the Hidjerah,§ publicly seated himself on the 
throne of [IulaukiL On the same day he issued a mandate, requiring 
'fevery Moghul subject to his authority, to abjure, on pain of death,, 
the errors of infidelity and idolatry, and to make immediate and public 

* August 20 th. 1 September 24th. J October 2nd. § November 8th, A. D. f.O’ j, 
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profession of IsslUm further signifying his pleasure that the dis¬ 
ciples of the book, or advocates of divine revelation, adverting to the 
different sects of jews and Christians, already tributary to hisexche- 
quer,shouldon no pretencebepersecuted withexactionsorimpositions, 
beyond what was expressly authorized by the strict letter of the law. 

Here then properly commences the reign of Ghazan Khaun. To 
leave, however, nothing unperformed, that could in any_shape contri¬ 
bute to secure the stability of his power, he proceeded shortly after¬ 
wards, toKarabaugh of Aran, in the peninsula of the Iiurrand Aboras ; 
where, in conformity with the practice of his predecessors, having 
summoned a Kfiriltki, or grand convention of the Ameirs of the empire, 
He received on his throne, a written pledge of fealty and allegiance, 
from the princes of his blood, and from the whole of the Khauns add 
Nuyans there assembled ; closing the ceremony with a sumptuous 
entertainment, splendid in proportion to the exalted rank of the donor. 

Among other circumstances, with which the new monarch conceived 
it of importance to distinguish the commencementof his reign, he caus¬ 
ed the Altumghau , or imperial seal of state, to be altered from a quad¬ 
rangular, to an oval shape, considered the most auspicious, as it is 
the most elegant of all forms; and on this, he at the same time di¬ 
rected to be engraved, the confession of faith, La-illauh,&c. Hefurther 
ordered that all letters and state papers should, for the future, invari¬ 
ably open with the sentence, B’ismil-lauh-urraihman-urraheim —in 
the name of God the most merciful, most beneficent: and he finally 
made it known to all under his authority, that every decree, pension, 
or grant, formerly enacted or established in favor of the disciples of the 
Koran, should be held, to all intents and purposes, in undiminished 
force. The dignity of Ameir-ul-umra, with the superintendance of 
his armies, he conferred upon Norouz,and the Yizzaurut, or civil ad¬ 
ministration, was assigned to the veteran statesman, Su idur-jahaun. 

In the first year of the reign of Ghazan Khaun, intelligence from 
Khorassaun announced that a powerful army from western T&rkestaun 
had crossedtheOxus, under Oujai the son of Berauk,or Berrac Khaun; 
whom the military chiefs of the province declared their inability to re¬ 
sist, unless their anxious exuectationsof powerful support were speed¬ 
ily fulfilled. Conceiving that this aggression could be effectually 
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repelled by no other arm than that of the experienced and warlike No- A. H. 695. 
rouz, Gh&zan Khaun immediately dispatched that able chief, at the A - p - 129g * 
head of a numerous force, to relieve the province from the outrages of iIat>e ' ,>us ' 
invasion. The Tcheghatayan Tartars, on information of the approach J 
of Norouz, put themselves in immediate retreatbeing dreadfully har¬ 
assed, and ultimately driven across the Amuyah with infinite loss and 
disgrace, by that general. Norouz then returned in triumph to the 
presence of his sovereign, who accumulated upon him fresh honorsand 
rewards. On the other hand, Suddur Jahaun, who fell under some 
suspicion of embezzlement in the revenue, was about the same period 
degraded from the Vizzaurut, and his office transferred to Jummaui- 
ud-dein Dustjerdauny. 

A powerful party among the Moghul Shabzadahs and Ameirs, who 
continued secretly hostile to the recent re-exaltation of the influence 
of Issl&m, was forming in the mean time against Norouz, whose des¬ 
truction they solemnly engaged to produce, by exciting against him the 
indignation of his sovereign ; and thus once more to convert the sacred 
edifices, devoted to the pure litesof Mahommedan worship, into the 
temples of Christian superstition, and the unhallowed dens of a more 
cletestable idolatry. But, before their plans could be brought to ma¬ 
turity, the safety of the empire again required, m Khorassaun, the ser¬ 
vices ofNorouz ; two of the Ameirs who had conspired to destroy him, 
being unsuspectingly ordered by Ghazan Khaun, toaccompany him into 
that province. It was therefore now determined among the conspira¬ 
tors, instead oflooking forward to a contingency which might never 
occur, that their two associates who were proceeding with Norouz, 
should, at a certain fixed period, on reaching the borders of Khoras¬ 
saun, put that chieftain to death ; while two of their accomplices, Aus-. 
teymflr, and Arslan, should in Azerb&ijaun put a period to the exis¬ 
tence of Ghazan. Before they arrived in Khorassaun, however, Beis- 
souka, and Boulffi, the two chiefs who attended Norouz, in the ex¬ 
pectation that he would gladly associate in their design, conceived it 
expedient by a confidential messenger, to communicate what was in 
agitation, to Shahzadah Taghtchu. The Shahzadahaffected to concur; 
but privately dispatched to acquaint Norouz with all that had been 
discovered to him, of the plot laid for his destruction. 
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Thus seasonably apprized of his danger, Norouz, on the night ap¬ 
pointed for the execution of the design, secretly withdrew from his 
camp; placing the whole of his troops at a convenient distance, in am¬ 
buscade. Hence, when at midnight, Beissouka andBoulai, armed and 
accoutred at all points, entered the camp of Norouz, and found it thus 
entirely and unaccountably abandoned, their suspicions were immedi¬ 
ately alarmed; and they addressed themselves without delay to escape 
by flight. In this they were also frustrated; for the veteran Ameir, sud¬ 
denly rushing from his ambush, entirely intercepted their retreat, and 
they were with the whole of their followers, eithercut topieces or taken 
prisoners. Boul&i and Beissouka, or Souka, as he is indifferently de¬ 
nominated, who had fallen alive into the hands of their exasperated 
collegue, were both put to death the following day; while dispatches, 
were transmitted without Lossof time to communicate toGhazan Khaura 
the objects of the conspiracy. 

Conceiving that the design against Norouz was in the course of ex¬ 
ecution in Khorassaun, Austeymfir and Arslan, with aformidable body 
of insurgents whom they had raised in Azerbaijaun, were proceeding 
to attack the person of Ghazan Khaun; while that prince, already aware, 
of their object, with equal eagerness and resolution advanced to oppose 
them. In the neighborhood of Beylekaun, at no great distance from 
the banks of the Aboras, he gave them battle; and Austeymur, with, 
some of the bravest of the insurgents having fallen in the action, the 
remainder betook themselves to flight. They were* however, closely 
pursued, and for the greater part overtaken at different stages, and ul¬ 
timately put to death ; not less than five princes of the blood of Jen- 
gueiz, and seven and thirty Ameirs of the most distinguished order, per¬ 
ishing by thesword of the executioner, within the period of one months 
These events were followed by extraordinary rejoicings amongallclasses. 
of Mahommedans ; it being generally understood that if the authors 
of the insurrectionjiad been triumphant* Isslam would have been again 
exposed to the most serious evils. 

In the early part of Mohurrim* of the six hundred and ninety sixth 
©f the Iiidjerah, having been but a short time before reprieved, almost 
from under the axe of the executioner, through the timely interveu- 

* October, 1296. 
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tlon of Herkedauk Nfiyan, Suddur Jahaun was once more restored to A. H. 6 »e. 
the Vizzaurut, on the disgrace anddeath of J ummaul-ud-dein. But, as A. D- 1297. 
this minister had some reason to conceive that AmeirNorouz had been, Habeib-us- 
one way or other, chiefly instrumental to his recent supersession, he sejr ‘ 
determined to make it the object of his unceasing study, to bringabout 
the humiliation of that distinguished commander. In the spring of 
the year,* while Ghazan kept his court at Hamadaun, he accordingly 
availed himself of the opportunity, to fix upon Norouz, the suspicion 
that he was carrying on a traitorous correspondence with the Sultan of 
Egypt, for the express purpose of destroying his own sovereign. In 
order to support the foul charge with adequate proof, he proceeded to 
forge some letters, as having passed between Norouz and theEgyptian 
prince ; and during the conviviality of an entertainment, contrived to 
convey them into some part of the dress of a person of the name of 
Kayssar who occasionally travelled between Persia and Egypt, and of 
Hadjy Beg, the brother of Norouz. The charge against his general 
was now brought to the notice of Ghazan Khaun, in so determined a 
shape, that it could notprudently be withheld from investigation; and 
Kayssar, and Iladjy Beg being summoned to the presence of the mon¬ 
arch, the alleged correspondence was immediately discovered, where 
it had been perfidiously disposed of, upon their persons. The Egyptian 
traveller was beaten to death with clubs, upon thespot; and Hadjy Beg, 
together with all the family of Norouz, whose residence in Irak had 
placed them within the reach of their enemies, were all condemned to • 
perish by various methods of execution. The Ameirs Hountai and 
Herkedauk Nuvan, with two tomauns, or divisions often thousand 
each, were at'the same time,ordered to march immediately into Khor- 
assaun; with instructions not to return, until they had accomplished 
thedestruction of Norouz. A further division of thearmv under Ameir 
Kutlfik Shah proceeded in the same direction, shortly afterwards, to 
secure the attainment of this object. 

Intelligence of these severe and fatal examples of his master’s ven¬ 
geance, was communicated to Norouz at Neyshapur; where he pro¬ 
ceeded to consult with his principal followers, as to the measures 
which, under such alarming circumstances of danger, it would be ad- 

* A, D. 1297. 
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visable to pursue; declaring, at the same time, his own opinion in favor 
of retiring to Her&t, to demand the protection of Melek Fakher-ud- 
dein Guerret, orKirret, the independent prince of that place, who was 
married to his niece, and an whose good faith and honor, he had other 
reasons for reposing his utmost confidence. Others, alleged on this 
occasion to have reasoned with greater prudence,observed that the Mo¬ 
ghuls’ surest bulwark was to be found in the unlimited range of the 
plains ; and that it behoved their general to beware of cooping himself 
up within the walls of Herat, or of placing too great a reliance on the 
doubtful attachment of its prince. Norouz adhered, however, to his 
own judgment; and the greater part of his Ameirs, finding their coun¬ 
sels disregarded, with the whole of their followers, shortly afterwards 
abandoned him to his destiny. With four hundred men, whocontinued 
still resolved to abide the issue of his fate, Norouz now hastened to 
Herat, where he was received with every testimony of satisfaction fiy 
Melek Fakher-ud-dein ; who lodged him aud his followers, for their 
greater convenience and security,dn the castle of Ekhtiaur-ud-dein- 
A few days afterwards, Ameir Kutluk Shah with his army encamped 
under the walls of Herat; and immediately commenced the most vi¬ 
gorous operations for the reduction ofthe place. 

Relying on the strength of the works, and on the numbers and bra¬ 
very of the Ghourian garrison, by which they were defended, Ameir 
Norouz, one day in private conversation with the associates of his des¬ 
tiny, could not forbear congratulating himself on the felicity with 
w hich he had chosen an asylum; and expressing his assured conviction, 
that all the efforts of Khtluk Shah to. make himself master of it„ must 
terminate in disgrace and defeat. To this, one of his friends ventured 
to remark in reply, that for his own part his apprehensions did not in 
truth, proceed somuch from theeffortsof Kutluk Shah without, as from 
the dubious fidelity of the Ghourians within the walls. He was there¬ 
fore of opinion, that the person of Melek Fakher-ud-dein should be 
immediately secured, and committed to safe custody; that AmeirNor- 
ouz should himself without delay undertake the defence of the city.: 
and that when he should have relieved himself from external danger, 
by compelling his adversaries to withdraw from the siege, it would 
be still in his power to make amends for this aet of temporary violence. 
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by restoring his relative to authority. With a magnanimity worthy" of a A- H. 69ff. 
better fate, Ameir Norouz renounced without hesitation, a plan by A - P- 1297 - 
which he should incur so foul a charge of iiigfatitude, and breach of Habeib-us- 
hospital'ity. The conversation was, however, unfortunately overheard ^ 
by a Seiestaunian chief, who listened without the pavilion, and who 
instantly communicated the subject of it to Melek Fakher-ud-dein ; 
and absolution was adopted by that chief, on the advice of his ameirs, 
to secure the person of Norouz without delay, and to deliver him up 
to the mercy of his enemies. 

Such a resolution taken, Mtdek Fakher-ud-dein repaired' to the re¬ 
sidence of Norouz ; and with an apparent solicitude for his safety, pro¬ 
posed that he shoulddetach his best and most faithful soldiers to de¬ 
fend the principal gates of the town ; on the pretext, thatin a garrison 
jromposed of so many different nations, some conspiracy might even¬ 
tually be formed 1 to betray them to the besiegers. Ascribing the pro¬ 
posal to the most friendly motives, and without the slightest suspicion 
of its perfidious tendency, Norouz immediately sent off the whole of 
his followers, a very few only excepted, to the different gates; and was 
thus left to the protection of not more than three or four attendants.. 

In such a situation, Fakher-ud-dein employed four of his captains,, 
with adivision of Ghourians, to seize his unsuspecting guest. 

Norouz happened at the moment to be on the ramparts of the cita¬ 
del', amusing himself with his bow and arrows ; which as opportunity 
offered, and they exposed themselves to his view, he discharged at the 
besiegers. Just as he- was stooping down to rectify some defect in his 
bow string, the Ghourians suddenly made their appearance, each bear¬ 
ing in his- hand the door of an apartment, taken off the hinges; ott 
which the gallant chief demanded, without however exhibiting any 
concern,, the object of this visit. Tauj-ud-dein Yelduz, one of the cap- 
tains replied, that they were sent by Fakher-ud-dein, with the mater¬ 
ials which he saw in-their hands, to-construct a breast work, in order 
to protect him from the darts and other missiles of the enemy. Norouz 
observed', that it was all very well, and again applied himself to the 
re-adjustment of his bow. Yelduz-then advanced and struck him an 
unexpected blow on the temple with his mace ; while the Ghourians* 
under his command rushed on, and succeeded in securing the unfot*- 
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tunalje Ameir without further difficulty. He was now conducted, witk 
his hands bound, and a bruised-and battered visage, to the presence of 
Melek Fakher-ud-dein, who was just approaching the gate of the ci¬ 
tadel, at the head of two hundred horse. 

The catastrophe may be easily foreseen. The unhappy Norouz, with 
his followers, was conveyed straight to the camp of Ktitl&kShah; who, 
in the usual course of summary justice, with his own hand instantly 
struck off his head. It was finally transmitted to the presence of his 
sovereign ; by whose directions it was suspended to a gibbet, as an 
example to the disaffected, and furnishing another striking proof of 
the inconstancy of fortune, and of the instability of human greatness. 
The death of this able chieftain is stated to have taken place on the 
twenty second of Sliavaul, of the six hundred and ninety sixth of the 
Hidjerah.* 

A disorderly and restless banditti had been permitted, under the 
appellation of Nikoudrians, some time after the accession of Ghfizan 
Khaun, to settle in different parts of Persian Irak ; but as they could not 
be restrained from indulging in their natural habits of a predatory life, 
which were continually breaking out into some act or other of robbery 
and violence upon the public, the monarch was at last compelled to 
exact from them a formal engagement, that if for the future they should, 
in any shape, be found guilty of the enormities of which his subjects 
were perpetually complaining against them, their lives and property 
Were to be considered as forfeited to the state. In consequence of this 
arrangement, on the occurrence of any theft or robbery on the highway, 
the magistrates invariably seized upon the Nikoudrians, and rendered 
them immediately responsible for the offence. But, as it might some 
times happen that they should suffer when innocent, they became 
at last weary of perpetual persecution ; suddenly quitted the pro¬ 
vince without the sanction of the sovereign authority ; and, passing 
through the Kohestaun, made the best of their way to Herkt, where 
they claimed the protection of the same Melek Fakher-ud-dein, re¬ 
cently adverted to. From that chief they experienced a favorable re¬ 
ception ; and he readily consented to furnish them with horses and arms, 
@nd a warrant, moreover, under his authority to exercise theirprotession 

* August Hth, 1297. 
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fortunate inhabitants exposed to their barbarous incursions. 

Driven to extremity by the unceasing depredations of this banditti, 
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the natives of Khorassaun no longer deferred to carry their demands for 
redress to the presence of Gh&zarrKhaun ; and that monarch determined 


to make the chastizemciit of their oppressors the object of his imme¬ 


diate, and most serious attention. In the course of the six hundred 


and ninety seventh of the Hidjerah, his brother Bundah Oghtll, the 
same who on his accession to the throne obtained the appellations of 
Ouljaitu Sultan, and Sultan Mahommed Khodajbundah, then residing 
in Mazanderaun, was accordingly nominated to conduct a powerful 
expedition,, to avenge the wrongs of Khorassaun. By his instructions^ 
he was in the first instance to demand from Melek Fakher-ud-dein, an 


immediate and unconditional surrender of the Nikoudrians under his 


protection ; and in case of the slightest demur on the part of that 
prince, he was without further preliminary to lay siege to Herat. But 
w hen he had accomplished the reduction of that place, hfe was to pro¬ 
ceed to the ultimate object of the- enterprise ; the total extirpation of 
the depredators who had excited such displeasure, without leaving a 
vestige of their 'hated race to create further mischief to the world. 

On his arrival at Neyshapur, Ouljaitu accordingly dispatched an 
agent to announce tg,Melek Fakher-ud-dein, the object of his appear¬ 
ance in such force in his neighborhood, and.to make the demand which- 
he was authorized to do, on the part of his brother ; and as Fakher-ud- 
dein evinced equal unwillingness, and delay to accord with the princi¬ 
pal pointsof the demand, hostilities shortly after commenced between 
him and Ouljaitti. But, when' these had continued for some time, an 
accommodation was brought about, through the intervention of Shaikh 
Shahaub-ud-dein Jaumy ; the inhabitants of Herat, as a ransom from, 
the further calamities that might ensue, consenting to pay to the Mo- 
ghhl prince, the sura of one hundred thousand Kobeiky, or Ivopeiky 
dinaurs.* Ouljaitu appears then to-have withdrawn to his own pro¬ 
vince, without any further exertion.. 


* 572911. 10s. 4d. at the highest, and 45033L 6s. 8d. at the lowest computation. Kfl- 
-toeik bas, with tolerable credibility, been considered the Copec of the Russians. 
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A. H. 697-98. In the course of the same year, having formed some imperfect views 
A. D, 1298-99 . on tli e sovereignty, through the absurd and wicked suggestions of an 
Habeib u^- impostor who pretended to dive into the events of futurity, and who 
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J ' presumed to foretel, that within the period of forty days he should 
ascend the throne of Persia, Shahzadah Taltchfl, or TaynjCt, became 
obnoxious to his imperial relative ; and his design being seasonably 
betrayed, he was, together with the Ameirs attached to him, and the 
wretched wizard who had imposed upon him, without ceremony con¬ 
demned to suffer by the hand of the executioner. 

In the latter Jummaudy of the year six hundred and ninety eight,f a 
party of the Ameirs of the court, headed by Kutb-ud-dein and Mheyen- 
ud-dein Khorassauny, seized a favorable opportunity of bringing be¬ 
fore their sovereign a charge ofmalversation, and corrupt practices against 
the minister Suddurjahaun ; which terminated in the arrest of that able 
statesman, on the seventeenth ofRudjub. On the nineteenth his con¬ 
duct was investigated, and he was condemned to die ; and two days 
afterwards,j" one of his hands being held by Ameir Soutai, and the 
other by Pehlewaun Melek the Ghourian, he was, in pursuance of his 
sentence, cut thro'ugh the middle by lvhtluk Shah Nuyan. His bro¬ 
ther Kutb-e-jahaun, whom they could accuse of no other offence but 
that of consanguinity with the unfortunate Vezzeir, suffered by a si¬ 
milar death at Tebreiz, exactly a month afterwards. At the close of 
thesameyear, on his departure from Tebreiz forOujaun, and on his way 
to pass the winter at Baghd&d, Ghazan Khaun conferred the Vizzaurut 
conjointly, with the entire controul of affairs during his absence, on 
tvvoveryemineut literary characters, Khaujah Reshid-ud-dein Fazzel- 
ullah, or Fadlallah, the author of the Tarikh Ghazauny, and Jaummia- 
ul-towaurikh, andSaud-ud-dein Sawjy; theformerequally distinguish¬ 
ed for hisattainments in philosophy and physic, and by his reputation as 
a writer of oriental history, and the latter not less celebrated for his skill 
in theologv and arithmetic. 

• 3 ./ 

Shortly afterwards, as if the heavenly bodies were jealous of this 
mark of a sovereign’s predilection for the favorites of science, there oc¬ 
curred a conjunction or the malignant planets Mars and Saturn,* in 
* March, 1299. t April-22nd. 

tKeraun-e nche^sein; as that of Jupiter and Venus is called the Keruun-e-Saudein—the 
fortunate conjunction. 
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Canefer, the earth’s ascendant. This was succeeded by so total a fail- A. H. 693 99. 
ure of rain, that the waters ofthethreegreat rivers, the Oxus, theTigris, A ‘ p ~ 
and the Nile, (vve know not why theEuphrates should have been ex- Habeibus- 
clirded) were dried up to a degree equally alarming and unprecedented. 

■A. dreadful famine and pestilence ensued, the latter, which attacked 
the, human frame in a peculiar manner,* being described to have swept 
away from the city of Shirauz alone, not less than fifty thousand per¬ 
sons. ..Before he had yet recovered from the contemplation of these 
grievous afflictions, intelligence was brought to GMzan Khaun, that 
four thousand of the troops of M61ek Nausser, Sultan of Egypt, the 
brother ofSeyf-ud-dein Kullawun surnamed the basilisk, had suddenly 
broke into the territory of .Mardein, and Rauss-ul-eyne, both tributary 
to the Persian monarch; and after committing the most cruel ravages, 
had succeeded incarrying off into slavery, vast numbers of the defence¬ 
less women and children of his Mussulman subjects. 

This daring insult awakened in the mind of Guazan, a full measure 
of indignation ; and he left Tebreiz, oil the nineteenth of Suffur of the 
six hundred and ninety-ninth of the Hidjerah,* with ninety thousand 
horse, and six months’ provisions, for the invasion of Syria. On his ar¬ 
rival at Nissebein, he was entertained with singular and sumptuous 
hospitality by Nudjm-ud-dein, the tributary Sultan of Mardein. From 
Diaurbekir he proceeded without obstacle to Aleppo ; the reduction of 
which he however thought it convenient to postpone, until he should 
have secured his superiority in the field, in a conflict with the Egypti¬ 
an. In the neighborhood of Aleppo he reviewed his troops; and in 
passing the front of the Selduzian division, Ameir Tchobaun the com¬ 
mander, presented himself to his notice, and on his knees intreated his 
acceptance of a valuable and beautiful charger, then brought before him. 

The monarch was pleased to signify his acceptance ; and the example 
of Tchobaun was immediately followed by every commander in the 
army. As this chief is destined to occupy a distinguished place in the 
history of the descendants of Hulauku, it w as of some importance to 
mark his introduction. 

On Wednesday the twenty-seventh of the latter Rebbeia,J in the 

neighborhood of Harness, or Hems, or Emesa, between Damascus and 

0 * 

* In testibus. t November 14th, 1299. J January 20th, A. D. 1300, 
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Aleppo, about ninety mfles frdm the former, and one hundred and fif¬ 
teen from the latter, Melek Nausser adventured to give battle to the 
Persian monarch; in which, after a conflict of some duration and ob¬ 
stinacy, the Egyptian was defeated with great lossr the Sultan retreat¬ 
ing with so much precipitation, that when he reached his capital of 
Cairo, a distance however of five hundred miles, he found that not 
more than seven of his followers had been able to keep up with him. 
Ghlzan Khaun remained for two days at Harness, for the purpose of 
distributing the spoils of the victory ; after which he proceeded towards 
Damascus. 

Advertised of his approach, the principal inhabitants of this latter 
city hastened, with suitable presents, to greet the Persian monarch or* 
his arrival, and were received by him with extraordinary kindness and 
condescension. After he had given them every assurance of his pro¬ 
tection, the monarch, further to dispel their apprehensions and confirm 
their hopes, bestowed the civil government of Damascus upon Ameir 
Keptchauk ; an officer who had recently abandoned the cause of Melek 
Nausser to secure an asylum with the Persian. The inhabitants were 
so greatly rejoiced at a circumstance, which they appear to have con¬ 
sidered so much to their advantage, that they agreed without difficulty 
to a contribution of one hundred tomauns ;* and two commissioners, 
accordingly proceeded into the town on the part of Ghazan Khaun* 
to receive the money. 

Certain events had now occurred to produce an alteration in the 
plans of the Persian monarch ; and he conceived his views would be 
perfectly answered, if he committed to Kfrtluk Shah Nuyan the siege 
of the citadel of Damascus, which still held out for the Sultan of 
Egypt. He bestowed the government of Eraesa, Terabolis, ocTripoly, 
Akkah, Salaumiah, and Mukerrut-ul-Eyaun, comprising what was 
denominated the middle Syria (Shaum-e-vvassety) on Tkimelek; and 
those of Haleb, or Aleppo, Hama, Eynetaub, Jubbul-ul-Semauk, and 
Beirah, to the Syrian Rahebah, cailedthe lower Syria (Shaumre-seflely) 
on Reigteymur another of his captains, A certain Movvlai Rum,y was 
made govern'or of Ghaza. All which arrangements completed, Ghazan 
Khaun proceeded on his. return towards Diaurbekir. 

* If of dinaurs, this would amount to 438,3331. 6s. 84. If of dirrems, to 22,9ICL 13s. 
4tL at the lowest computation.. 
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On the departure of his sovereign, Kfitldk Shah commenced his 
operations for the reduction of the castle of Damascus ; of which he 
was encouraged in the expectation of a speedy accomplishment, by 
the assurances of a very skilful engineer who had the direction of his 
military machines, and who had engaged to open a passage into the 
place, with the stones of his catapult® only. The governor of the cas¬ 
tle, on the other hand was no stranger to the singular skill of the engi¬ 
neer ; and offering the reward of one thousand dinaurs to any person 
who should bring him his head, one of his followers, a man of desper¬ 
ate courage, undertook to gratify him, or perish in the attempt. Ac¬ 
cordingly quiting thecastle in disguise, he found an opportunity, while 
the engineer was absent about evening prayer, to enter his quarters 
unobserved, and conceal himself. As might be apprehended, the un¬ 
fortunate man no sooner set foot within his door, on his return, than 
the assassin rushed from his concealment, and killed him on the spot. 
Then strikingoffhis head, with that in one hand, and his knife in the other, 
he sallied from the house ; and with the rapidity of lightning, regained 
the citadel, where he laid his bloody trophy before the governor. 
This incident produced in the operations of the siege, a suspension 
fatal to the final result; and the traitor Keptchauk, about the same 
time, effecting an accommodation with the Egyptians, and suffering 
thegarrison to pass outofthe citadel both day and night, without either 
interruption or discovery on his part, the Moghul troops were hourly 
surprised and cut off; and their horses led away in great numbers, 
without.the possibility of guarding against the danger. 

All these circumstances taken into consideration, Kfitluk Shah con¬ 
ceived it at last expedient to abandon the siege ; and he shortly after¬ 
wards accordingly withdrew from before Damascus, taking with him 
the greater part of the principal'inhabitants of the town. In crossing 
the Euphrates on this occasion-, his troops in great numbers perished in 
the river ; and it was not without considerable difficulty, fatigue, and 
hardship, that he at last contrived to rejoin the camp of his sovereign, 
in the territory of Mosshle, as nearly as we can judge, on the fifth of 
Itudjub, of the year six hundred and ninety-nine.* The Persian 
monarch appears to have experienced the most sensible mortification 

* March 27th, 1300, 
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A. H. 699-700- at this mis*arriage, although, he exerted himself for the'moment to 
A. D. 1300-2. su pp ress jjjg feelings. He repassed the Tigris on his return towards 
Habeib-us- Azerbaijaun, on the first ofShabaun,* and on the fifteenth of the sue- 
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ceeding month of Ramzaun, , |' he reached Metawghah ; where he re¬ 
mained until Zilhudje, some time in which he proceeded to the metro¬ 
polis of Tebreiz.J 

Although the design of completing the subjugation of Damascus* 
and the Syrian territory is said, sleeping or waking, to have been the 
inseparable companion of his thoughts,. Ghazan Khaun does not ap¬ 
pear to have resumed the undertaking, for the whole of the year next 
succeeding. But on the first of Mohurrim of the seven hundred and 
first of the Hidjerah,§, he set out on his second expedition across the 
Euphrates, Finding, however, on his arrival at Aleppo, that the Shi- 
tan of Egypt had signified, bis resolution not to take the field that 
season, be subscribed to the opinion of his Ameirs, although the rea¬ 
son appears not very solid, to measure back his steps; and he had ac¬ 
cordingly returned to Oujaun, on the fourth of Ramzaun of the same 
year,|| without the performance of a single action worthy of his renown; 
Here an attempt was made on the part of some of his courtiers, while 
the monarch was engaged in. the conviviality of an entertainment, 
to impeach the integrity of the two associated ministers, Khaujah 
Reshid-ud-dein, and Saud-ud-dein S&wjy. The attempt recoiled how¬ 
ever on its authors, some of whom suffered death for their malignity. 

It appears that on the tenth day. of. Rudjub of. the yea*^seven hun¬ 
dred and one,** although, we have not been able to trace our authority 
for the fact, a new aera under the denomination of the Khauniim, was 
established under the directions, of Shums-ud-dein. Kaushy. 

In Mohurrim,,of the seven hundred and. second of the Ilidjerah,ft* 
the Persian monarch, quitted Oujaun on his third expedition into Sy¬ 
ria.. On this, occasion he had, however, previously dispatched Kauzy 
Nusseir-ud-dein.of Tebreiz, and Kauzy Kjatb-ud-dein of Mossule, on 1 
an embassy to M6lek. Nausser, the Sfiltan. of Egypt. The object of 
their mission was, in-substance,, to explain that if the name of theib 
master was exhibited on the coinage, and pronounced, in the public 

•April 22nd- + June 4th, I September, 1300, § September 6tb, 1301. 

U May 1st, 1302. ** March 10th, 1302, ft September 1302* 
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prayers, and the Egyptian consented to the payment of a stipulated 
tribute, his country would be redeemed from the ravages of a resist¬ 
less army; if not, that his people would be visited by the same fear¬ 
ful train of calamities, as had been inflicted on the Khaurez'mians, by 
the invincible hosts of Jengueiz. The ambassadors on their arrival in 
the court of M61ek Nausser, did not fail to acquit themselves of their 
trust with due diligence and precision ; that prince informing them, 
however, that he should transmit by some persons in his own particu¬ 
lar confidence, the requisite reply to the demands of their sovereign. 
In the mean time the Kauzies were dismissed, loaded with presents, 
and distinguished by all the liberal proofs of attention, that could be 
expected from the most civilized and polished government. 

In his camp near Hellah on the Euphrates, the ambassadors described 
to Ghazan Khaun the occurrences of their journey; and not long after¬ 
wards, the agents of M61ek Nausser also arrived with a letter from 
their sovereign, which they delivered to the Persian monarch. The 
letter was written in characters of gold ; a mark of respect which, as 
far as can be understood from the original, in this place rather obscure, 
seems to have been omitted on the part of the Persian. It stated, 
however, that with regard to the coinage, the Sultan conceived it was 
a point that could be adjusted without great difficulty, by inserting 
the name of the Persian monarch on the one side, and retaining on the 
other, after, or under the creed of their common religion, the name of 
the Sultan of Egypt. But, with respect to the other demand it was 
sufficient toobserve, that the continual wars in which the Sultan was 
engaged, with the enemies of the faith, and in defence of the legitimate 
possessions of the disciples of the Kor&n, left little to supply the arro¬ 
gant, and insatiable exactions of foreign tribute. In short, that the re¬ 
venues of his country were entirely absorbed by the exigencies of the 
state. 

When he had perused the letter, Ghazan Khaun demanded of the 
ambassadors of Egypt to describe the contents of a chest, carefully 
locked up and sealed, which they had also conveyed to his presence from 
their master. On this head they professed their entire ignorance ; al¬ 
leging that it was a secret, which it had not been thought proper to 
confide to their discretion. The attendants were then directed to-open 
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this chest, when a disclosure exhibited itself hut little calculated to 
appease the angry passions *, a complete assortment of every implement 
at that period in use for the purposes of human destruction. The am¬ 
bassadors were, however, very sumptuously entertained,although they 
were immediately ordered to Hamadaun, there to reside until the 
Persian should have returned from his expedition. He then proceeded 
to cross the Euphrates. 

Taking the route of Ghazauniah, a town which had risen under the 
auspices of his own reign, he repaired to visit the mausoleum ot Ally 
atNudjef; after which he continued his march upwards, along the Eu¬ 
phrates, to Anah, which he reached on the twelfth of liudjub.* Dis¬ 
patching his heavy baggage from thence to MossAle, the Persian mon- . 
arch on the twenty eighth of the same month,f displayed his stan¬ 
dard in sight of the fortress of Rahebah, still ascending the Euphrates. 
Here the two ministers, Khaujah Reshid-ud dein, andSaud-ud-dein, 
were both employed in an attempt to prevail upon Ameir Aulum-ud- 
dein the governor of the place, tosubmit totheauthority of their master. 
That officer, however, after furnishing a supply of grain for the army, 
and shoes for their horses, eluded the invitation to surrender; on the 
plea, that being the key of Syria on that quarter, he could not then so 
shamefully betray his trust, as to deliver up such important points as 
the town and citadel of Rahebah : but as soon as the Persian monarch 
should have made himself master of the interior of the province, that 
he would not be found remiss in opening his gates to the conqueror. 

Gh&zan, for the present, conceived it expedient to subscribe to these 
precarious stipulations ; and on the sixth of Shabaun,J without com¬ 
mitting the reputation of his arms by any act of hostility against the 
place, withdrew from before Rahebah, on his march towards Aleppo. 
When he had however continued for a short time with his army, in the 
territory between Rahebah and Aleppo, entirely occupied with his 
pleasures and amusements, the monarch consigned to the abilities of 
Kutluk Shah Nuyan, Ameir Tehobaun, Teynauk Bahauder, and his 
other generals, the prosecution of the Syrian war; while he returned in 
person, by the route of Senjaur and Mossule, towards his hereditary 
dominions. In the mean time Melek Nausser, at the head of a formi- 
* March 1st, 1303. t March 27th. t March 25th. 
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dable army hadhastened, with equal secrecy and dispatch, to the neigh¬ 
borhood of Damascus ; where he attentively watched the proceedings, 
and awaited the approach of the Perso-moghul troops. 

Not having discovered the slightest vestige of an enemy’s force on 
his march from the Euphrates, Kutluk Shah advanced straight to Ha¬ 
rness, which he immediately invested; but while he was engaged before 
that place, hearing that Melek Nausser was not yet arrived at Damas¬ 
cus, a report manifestly circulated to deceive him, and that the inhabi¬ 
tants were collecting their property for the purpose of withdrawing 
into Egypt, an avidity to possess himself of this supposed booty, and 
to glut himself with the blood of the proprietors, determined him to 
suspend the siege of Harness. And with these views, he hastened by- 
forced marches towards Damascus. On the second day of Ramzaun,* 
ascending arising ground on his arrival at the channel of the Merj-e- 
saffer, and casting his eyes to the plain beyond it, he beheld a spectacle 
to excite his utmost astonishmeut—an innumerable host which seemed 
to extend to every part of the horizon within his view. This proved to 
be the army of the Sultan of Egypt; which equally unconscious of the 
approach of an enemy with himself, was employed in pitching its tents, 
and otherwise .establishing its quarters for the day. Under the first im¬ 
pulse of surprise and terror, Kutluk Shah conceived that nothingshort 
of instant rstreat could save him from destruction ; but from this he 
Was dissuaded by the more deliberate prudence, and presence of mind 
of Ameir Tchobaun ; who urged, on the contrary, the necessity of an 
immediate, and resolute attack upon the enemy. In conformity with 
this nobler alternative, Ameir Tchobaun, and Teynauk Bahauder, with 
the bulk of the army, defiled directly towards the plain; while Kutluk, 
with two tomauns, or divisions often thousand, took post in reserve, 
on the hill which over-looked it. 

On the other hand, Melek Nausser had not delayed to prepare his 
troops for battle, the moment he became apprized of his situation ; 
and a conflict of surpassing obstinacy immediately ensued, in which 
Ameir Tchobaun, and Teynauk Bahauder, with the troops under their 
orders, signalized themselves by efforts of unexampled intrepidity. 
The left wing of the Sultan of Egypt, thrown into complete confusion 

* Eighteenth of April, 
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by the impetuous onset of these gallant commanders had been com¬ 
pelled to give way ; but the Egyptian monarch directing a body of 
ten thousand horse to make an attack upon the left of his adversaries, 
Aydauk Togateymur, an officer of the highest distinction among the 
troops of Ghazan Khaun, suddenly abandoned his post, and the whole 
army immediately fell into irretrievable disorder. All the exertions 
of Tchobaun to rally them proved in vain, and they finally fled in the 
utmost dismay, and in every direction; the Egyptians pursuing with 
all the eager ferocity of wolves after a flock of sheep. Teynauk Ba- 
hauder, and a number of the most distinguished Ameirs, perished in 
this disgraceful rout; but Ameir Tchobaun, after unparalleled exer¬ 
tions to save the fugitives, succeeded in joining the reserve under 
Kutluk Shah, on the eminence in the rear of the field of battle; where 
they passed the night under the utmost anxiety and perturbation of 
mind. 

When the day broke, they perceived that they were completely sur¬ 
rounded, by a countless multitude of the troops of Melek Nausser; 
whose attack they prepared however to resist, with the firmness of ve¬ 
teran soldiers. But, to avoid the hazard of a direct assault upon a body 
of brave and skilful soldiers, under such circumstances of despair, the 
Sultan of Egypt caused his army to present, towards one of their flanks, 
an opening for their retreat. Kutluk Nuyan and his associates in dan¬ 
ger, did not disdain the advantage ; but immediately descending the 
hill, commenced their perilous inarch, again closely followed by the 
Egyptians. The Moghuls had not long prosecuted their retreat, when 
they found it unexpectedly interrupted by a deep morass, occasioned 
by the overflowings of the Merj-e-satFer, the river recently adverted 
to ; and here the greater part of the fugitives, equally exhausted with 
fatigue, and embarrassed by the weight of their arms, miserably perished 
in the mud and clay. The number of those who perished by the 
sword on this occasion, is not recorded; but ten thousand of the Mo-, 
ghuls, with ten thousand horses, fell alive into the hands of the Egyp¬ 
tians, together with arms and defensive armour in vast abundance. 
Not yet contented with the fruits of his victory, Melek Nausser di¬ 
rected the governor of Damascus to continue the pursuit, without in¬ 
termission, to Rahebah on the Euphrates ; so that the unfortunate 
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Moghfils found no termination to their disasters, until driven completely A. H. 702-8. 
across that river ; when the Egyptians at length ceased to molest them. p ~ 

On the nineteenth of Ramzaun,* the generals who survived this fa- Habcib-u*- 
tal discomfiture, rejoined the camp of Ghlzan Khaun ; and on the '' r ‘ 
following day, that monarch conceived it prudent to proceed on his 
return towards Oujaun, which he appears to have reached on the tenth 
of Zilkaudahf. At that place, he now instituted a formal investiga¬ 
tion into the conduct of the commanders in the recent unfortunate ex¬ 
pedition ; and the result was, that Kutluk Nuyan, and his associates 
in defeat, were each of them, in proportion to the degree of culpability, 
condemned to the discipline of the cudgel, or perhaps the bastinado ; 
and all were for a certain time banished the court, and the presence 
of their sovereign. Ameir Tchobaun himself, although his conspicu¬ 
ous gallantry and exertions were duly acknowledged, was yet compel¬ 
led to suffer three strokes of the club ; but martial justice having had 
its course, he was immediately afterwards received to the distinguished 
favor of his master. In Mohurrim of thfe seven hundred and third of 
theHidjerah, the monarch transferred his abode from Oujaun to the 
metropolis of Tebreiz; where, for a period of six weeks or two months, 
he was now permitted to resign himself to the enjoyments of domestic 
repose. 

Again on the nineteenth of the former Rebbeia,$ Ghazan Khaun 
quitted Tebreiz for the last time, proposing to take up his winter quar¬ 
ters at Baghdad ; but on his arrival at Jowherserrai, his progress was 
suspended by the intenseness of the cold, and by the heavy snow which 
fell in the middle of the latter Rebbeia ;§and he was compelled to re¬ 
linquish that design, and fix his residence for the season on the banks 
of the Hulanmfiran. 

During the winter months in which he resided at this station, an ab¬ 
surd and unprofitable attempt to disturb the repose ot his government, 
was made in favor of Shahzadah Ulaffreng his first couzin, the son of 
Keykhautfi Khaun. Another impostor of the name of Peir Yakub 
Baghestauny had, itseems, again contrived, under the ordinary garb of 
hypocrisy, an affectation of superior sanctity, to attach to his devotion 
from among the ignorant classes of society, a very considerable mass of 

* May 5tb, 1303. t Juue 24th. + October 30th. § Begiouing of December. 
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proselytes; and he undertook on the strength of his reputed sanctity, 
to announce to the Shahzkdah his speedy accession to sovereign power. 
But, that no means might be omitted in order to secure the accomplish¬ 
ment of his prediction, he disdained not to employ about the court, 
one of the disciples of his imposture, to pervert and corrupt the ser¬ 
vants of the monarch ; and to engage them in secret, in favor of the 
claims of Ulaffreng. To such as, from factious motives, he found dis¬ 
posed to encourage his plans, the emissary represented that a superna¬ 
tural being, forty cubits in stature, and five in the breath of his shoul¬ 
ders, and whose body was as strong and immoveable as the mountain 
on its base, was in communication with his master; and had disclosed 
to him, that the saints, or elect of God, had determined to raise the 
Shahzadah Ulaffreng to the sovereign authority, and would exalt his 
glory to the skies, (the Pleiades). 

The delirious fabrication being, however, at length communicated to 
the minister Saud-ud-dein, it was by him instantly made known to his 
sovereign ; and measures were adopted without delay, to secure the dis¬ 
affected at Tebreiz. In the space of ten days, Ulaffreng, with Peir 
Yakfib, and the other leaders of the conspiracy, were brought in safe 
custody to the camp of Ghazan; who proceeded in person to investigate 
the circumstances of this treasonable imposture. It required, perhaps, 
no great force of evidence to establish the guilt of the conspirators. 
The wretched Yakub was cast head long from the summit of a rock, 
and dashed to pieces. His disciples suffered by the sword of the ex¬ 
ecutioner ; and the misguided Ulaffreng, although indulged with a res¬ 
pite of some days, was however ultimately condemned to share the fate 
ofhis accomplices. 

The discomfiture of his troops by the Egyptians had implanted in 
the breast of the Persian monarch, a sensation of pain and uneasiness 
from which he was destined never to recover. While he remained at 
Jowherserr&i, he was attacked by a serious indisposition and confined 
to his bed ; and such a variety of unfavorable and dangerous symptoms 
soon made their appearance in his disorder, as utterly to dispel every 
hope ofhis restoration. The power of medicine, the invocations of 
prayer, and the distributions of charity proved equally unavailing. In 
the spring of the year he attempted, however, to remove towards his 
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summer residence ; and being constrained, very early in the journey, A. II. 703. 
through the aggravation of his complaint and extreme debilitv, to take A - p 13(U - 
to his litter, he was in that manner conveyed to the neighborhood of Hal>eil>-us- 
Kazvein. There he quietly resigned himself to await the stroke of ‘ r 
death, which he was now sensible to be at no great distance. He as¬ 
sembled round his couch, his ministers, and the nobles of his court; 
proceeded to arrange the last concerns of earthly grandeur, expressly 
devising the succession to the throne, to his brother, Sultan Mahom- 
med Khodabundah ; and, on Sunday the fifteenth of Shavaul of the 
seven hundred and third of the Hidjerah,* this distinguished monarch 
breathed his last; continuing, observes our author, to assert and repeat 
his unaltered belief in the inseparate unity of his creator, long after 
every other faculty had failed him; untillifeandrecollection hadentirely 
faded away in the cold'embrace of death, His body was conveyed by 
the Ameirs of the empire, to the metropolis ofTebreiz : where it was, 
with the usual solemnities, committed to the grave in the superb mau¬ 
soleum erected by himself, either in one of the vallies adjoining to that 
favorite city, or in a quarter of the town called the S/tmMi-e-Tebreiz. 

It is at the same time observed that, of the Moghul princes, he was the 
first that suffered the place of his sepulture to be known by the world. 

Calculated from his public inauguration, on the twenty ninth of 
Zilhudje of the six hundred and ninety fourth of the Hidjerah, the 
reign of this mouarch comprizes a period of eight solar years, six months 
and two days ; and, although its glory was considerably tarnished to¬ 
wards the conclusion, by the disastrous issue ofthe campaign in Syria, 
yet, independent ofthe forceof Mahommedan prejudice in favor of so 
zealous and ardent a proselyte, it was not unreasonable that the short¬ 
ness of its duration should have been the subject of sincere regret 
throughout the Persian empire. His sacred love of justice, and his 
paternal solicitude for the happiness of his people, as a king, has ren¬ 
dered his memory deservedly respected—venerated; and his undaunted 
courage in the field, his mildness of disposition and affability in pri¬ 
vate life, secured for him the love and admiration of mankind. He was 
possessed of uncommon understanding and sagacity of mind, and had 
made considerable advances in every branch of literature and thesci- 

* May 20th, 1304. 
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ences, as studied in the east. He spoke a variety of languages in great 
perfection, and was singularly well informed in the laws and genealogical 
history of the sovereigns and founders of the Moghfll tribes ; insomuch 
that his minister, the learned and ingenious Reshid-ud-dein Fazzel- 
ullah,whilecomposingthe JaummiaReshidy,orTowaurikh, is stated to 
have derived great part of his knowledge on that subject, and on the 
history of the Moghuls, from the relation of his accomplished master. 
He was a zealous Shiah, and as such did not fail to distinguish the 
Seyuds, descendants of Ally and Fautima, by many favors, by many 
conspicuous proofs of his bounty. On the very day of his accession 
he directed that a canal should be cut from the Euphrates to the se¬ 
pulchre of Ally at Nudjef; and by similar communications with the 
same beneficentriver, he brought the arid plains ofKerbela into a state 
of flourishing cultivation. 

But lest posterity might be disposed to suspect that the talents, the 
liberality, and the other virtues ofGhazan Khaun, should have been 
in any degree exaggerated in the above eulogium, our author has en¬ 
tered, under twenty distinct heads, into a very elaborate statement on 
the subject; in which is introduced in detail, the code of regulations 
established by this illustrious monarch, both for his own domestic 
oeconomy, and for the different departments of his government in ge¬ 
neral. It is, indeed, sufficiently instructive and original to form a 
chapter of itself; but as these pages have been already distended far 
beyond what was proposed at their commencement, the subject has 
been indispensably omitted. It may at the same time be interesting 
to remark, that when the monarch who framed, or at least patronized 
these regulations, was snatched from the hopes of his people by the 
handofdeath, he had not yetattainedto the age of thirty four. Neither, 
before we dismiss the subject entirely, will it be superfluous to add 
that, exclusive of the splendid mausoleum at Tebreiz already adverted 
to, the dome of which is described to have been eighteen cubits,* or 
about three and thirty feet in diameter, illuminated by eighty lamps 
of gold and silver, with its spacious and magnificent appendages, con¬ 
sisting of the cathedral mosque, a college for the instruction of youth, 

* Tile manuscript states this to have been the thickness of the walls, and that the lamps 
were each of the weight of 15 maunns, or about four hundred pounds troy ; it i, more 
probable that this was the aggregate weight of the whole. 
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and the cultivation of the sciences, with observatory, refectory and 
hospital, and sumptuous baths, the city ofOujaun was almost entirely 
rebuilt by the bounty of this celebrated monarch ; and scarcely a part 
of the empire but exhibited some useful monument of his liberal and 
patriotic spirit. And, lastly, it is recorded that for the lofty walls with 
which it was once surrourided, the city of Shirauz was in agreat mea¬ 
sure indebted to the princely munificence of Gh&zan Khaun. 


A. H. 703. 
A. D. 1304. 

Habeib-us- 

*eyr. 



634 


A. H. 703. 
A. D. 1304- 

Habeib-us- 

seyr. 


Oitljaitu Sul¬ 
tan, Vlllth of 
the Perso-Jengui- 
aians. 


CHAP. XIII. 

O ULJAITIJSult an, entitled Sultan MahommedKhod ABtfN- 
dah, the sou of Arghun Khaun, eighth of the Persian monarch® 
of the race of Jengueiz. 

At the period of his brothers death, Ouljkitii was absent in his go¬ 
vernment of Khorassaun, to which he had been some time since ap¬ 
pointed by the late monarch; but when he became apprized of the event 
which had so early called him to the succession, he hastened towards 
Tebreiz; not, however, before he had secured himself against the me¬ 
ditated hostility of some of the Shahzadahs, and of Herkedauk NAyan 
one of the principal Ameirs inparticular, by putting them todeath. He 
reached the metropolisof Azerbaijaun.on the fifth ofZilhudje;* where, 
at the age of three and twenty, he ascended without opposition, the 
throne of HtilaukCi; and commenced a reign of uncommon splendor, 
by giving effect to every measure that could tend in any shape to pro¬ 
mote the prosperity of Isslam, and to close against his people every 
avenue of oppression and violence. He continued the Vizzaurut to 
Reshid-ud-dein Fazzel-ullah, and Saud-ud-dein Sawjv, the ministers 
of his predecessor ; and he is here recorded as the first monarch of the 
raceofJengueiz, who publicly embraced the tenets of the Shiahs, which 
he testified by directing the names of the twelve Iinaums to be struck 
on the coinage of the realm, and invoked in the performance of divine 
worship in the mosques. The funds bequeathed for the support of 
charitable endowments (aulcaufj throughout the empire, had possibly 
by this time become of considerable magnitude, and importance ; and 
one of the first objects of the hew monarch’s attention, was to place 
them under the management of talents and integrity ; and he selected 
for his purpose Guya Baha-ud-dein Yakub, whom he strictly charged 
to beware that every bequest was honestly secured, and scrupulously 

* Sixth of July, 1304. 
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appropriated, in exact ■conformity to the design of the testator, as ex¬ 
pressed in the letter of his will. This was, perhaps, strictly speaking, 
the office of the Suddur-ul-suddur, or grand almoner. 

In the spring of the seven hundred and fourth of the Hidjerah, Oul- 
j&itft, at Kunkhraulung, laid the foundations of the city of Sultauniah ; 
and, having omitted neither labour nor expence, to render it a beauti¬ 
ful and splendid residence, as well as a place of strength and security, 
he constituted, it, when completed, the metropolis of the Persian 
monarchy. 

But, in order to retain the narrative within its regular course, it will 
be necessary to proceed with theprogressivedetailof events; and among 
the first of these, we find recorded the impeachment of Saud-ud-dein 
Mahommed Sawjy, one of the ministers, on a charge of embezzlement 
in the revenue, to an enormous amount, (.500Tomauns,or five millions 
of dinaurs ;) for which, on full conviction before the monarch in person, 
he was with several of his accomplices, in the month of Shavaul of 
the present year,* put to death at Mehoul, one of the dependencies of 
Baghdad. In concurrence with the suffrages of the principal members 
of his court, whom Ouljaitu condescended to consult on the occasion, 
his place was supplied by Tauje-ud-dein Jilauny.f 

The eighth of Zilkaudah of the same year* gave birth, according to 
the Tarikh-giizeidah, to Sultan Abu Saeid Bahauder Khaun, the fu¬ 
ture hope of the Persian monarchy. 

Equally desirous w ith his brother to effect the subjugatipn of Syria 
and Egypt, the thoughts of OuljaitA were early directed to prosecute 
the designs in that quarter ; but, reflecting on the impolicy of leading 
his armies on any distant enterprise, while the provinces of Guilan, at 
the very threshold of his capital, continued independent of his power, 
(and,indeed, notwithstanding their proximity, hadneveryet submitted 
to any of the successors of Hulauku) he conceived it expedient to hold 
a consultation with his nobles, on the propriety of a previous expedi- 

* Fourth of May, 1305. 

+ Among the presents offered to Ouljaitu, in the spring of the year, he is said to have re¬ 
ceived from Khaeyah Ally Shah, at Baghdad, a tiara enriched with jewels, of the weight of 
fourteen pounds ; in the diadem or fillet of which, is described to have been a ruby of sin¬ 
gular beauty, of the weight of 24 methkals, or 36 drams. 

J Thirty first of May. 
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tion against that strong and almost inaccessible territory. It was how¬ 
ever, resolved as a preliminary, that an agent should be dispatched to 
require the ruling princes to acknowledge theautbority of the Persian 
monarch. If they obeyed, nothing further was necessary; if other¬ 
wise, it would then be advisable to proceed to coercion. 

At the period under consideration, the country appears to have been 
under the separate dominion of several independent tchiefs ; among 
whom, however, a certain Ameir Demmauje, is described to have 
maintained the greatest degree of splendor. To him therefore Oul- 
jaitu determined on dispatching the first invitation ; and he seems to 
have acquiesced without a demur. He immediately accompanied the 
agent employed) to demand his submission, with every suitable pre¬ 
sent, -to the camp of Ouljaitu, by,whom he was received with every 
mark of attention and kindness. But, after a short residence, con¬ 
ceiving some suspicions at the ceremonious delays, and restraints, 
peradventure, of a polished and ostentatious court, he, one night, sud- 
denly and privately withdrew to his own country. The Sultan took 
pffence at his unauthorized departure; and having assembled his troqps, 
gave orders, shortly afterwards that both provinces should be imme¬ 
diately attacked in three different directions; AmeirTchobaun pro¬ 
ceeding against Kesker, from the northward by the route of Ardebeil; 
while Ameir Kfitliig Shah advanced towards Foumen, Resht, andTou- 
man or Kouman, by Khelkhaul, and two other commanders from the 
southeast, through Rustumdaur, and the mountainous defiles it) that 
quarter. 

About seven days snbsequentto the march of his generals, Ouljaitu 
proceeded from his capital directly towards Lahejan ; and was joined, 
without any unfavorable contingency, before he reached that place, by 
Ameir Tchobaun from Kesker. But, although apprized with honest 
zeal, on his arrival at Khelkhaul, by the governor, of the obstacles 
which he would experience in the narrow passes, and rugged roadsthat 
lay before him, and of the indispensable necessity of proceeding with 
the utmost vigilance andcircumspection, particularly as the unpolished 
natives had'not as yet been taught to respect the prowess and / disci- 
pline of the imperial armies, Kutlfig Shall suffered a sordid avidity, to 
possess himself ofthe wealth of the native princes, to blind him towards 
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©very consideration of prudence; proud, at the same time, of his own 
conceived superior strength, and the terror of his name, and despising 
the counsels of experience, he hastened accordingly towards the passes 
of.Guilan, with no other precaution than that ofsending a division in 
advance, under Ameir Fdlaud Keia. The troops of Demmauje had 
previously taken post along the narrowest of the passes, in readiness 
to oppose or intercept the march of this detachment; but they were, 
however, signally repulsed, in three repeated attacks which they made 
upon it. In consequence of this check, AmeirDemmauje conveyed to 
Fulaudan application for peace, which he transmitted to his superior. 

Impelled by the intemperate ardour of a son, who urged to be em¬ 
ployed in advance, Kutlug Shah declined the overture ; and sent the 
same son forward to the support of Ameir Fulaud. The young chief, 
in the presumption of inexperience, proceeded to attack the Guilan- 
ians in the midst of their defiles; was entirely defeated in the attempt; 
and the greater part ofhis followers perished in a morass, in the con¬ 
fusion of a disorderly retreat. The fugitives who escaped, commu¬ 
nicated to the main body, under Kutlug Nuyan, the panic by which 
they were themselves affected ; and the whole immediately fled, in the 
utmost consternation. The general disdained, however, toaccompany 
them in their disgraceful flight; and maintaininghisground with unsha¬ 
ken firmness, until transfixed at last by an arrow, he expired at his posti 
Thetroopsof Ameir Demmauje after possessing themselves of a consi¬ 
derable booty, retired within their native recesses, contented with their 
victory, without courting further triumphs. 

The division which approached the southern extremity of Guilan, 
through Rustumdaur, was met in a peaceful manner on reaching the 
frontiers, by Ameir Hindu Shah, who governed in that quarter ; and 
who accompanied the imperial generals, with equal readine.ss and 
submission, to the camp of their sovereign. Ouljaitu, at the head of 
his troops, shortly afterwards entered the territory of Lahejan; the rules 
ofthatpartof Guil&n submitting also to his authority, without resist¬ 
ance. While he was, however, celebrating the festival of the tenth of 
Zilhudje,* in the town of that name on the coast of the Caspian, intel¬ 
ligence unexpectedly reached him of the defeat and death of Kutlug 

* Eleventh of June, 1307. 
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A. H. 106 - 12 . Shah ; adisaster which appears to have affected him with the deepest 
A. D. 1307-12, distress. A body of three thousand horse under the Ameirs Sheikh 
Habeib us- Behloul, and Aba Bukker, Was immediately dispatched to avenge the 
disgrace. These were soon followed by other troops in considerable 
force, under two other able commanders. After indefatigable exertion, 
and some severe conflicts, the generals ofOuljaitfl succeeded at last, 
in subjugating with considerable slaughter, thepossessorsofthisdifficult 
country; and having pillaged Resht, Foumeri, andToulem, three of the 
principal towns,returned victorious to rejoin their master. The whole 
of the independent chiefs of Guilan now submitted to become tribu¬ 
tary ; (part of the tribute consisting of a stipulated number of ass loads 
of silk,) and OuljaitA withdrew towards Sfiltauniah ; having inflicted 
the discipline of the cane upon the son of KAttftg Shah, for his miscon * 
duct during the expedition, and conferred the dignities of the father 
upon Ameir Tchobaun, who was thus created lieutenant general of the 
empire. 

From this period to the seven hundred and twelfth of the Ilidjerah, 
the attention ofOulj&itfi appears to have been principally devoted to 
the general improvement of his dominions, in which he constructed 
several large and flourishing cities ; and among others, those ofSftltan- 
abad Jeijmaul in Ktirdestaun, at the foot of mount Beisetoun, and 
Ouljaitfi-Sultanabad in Moghaun, either on the Ktirr or Araxes, are 
stated to have been indebted for their origin to him. From the T&rikh 
giizeidah we learn, that about the year seven hundred and ten,* Ham- 
dallah Mustouffy, the author of that work, received from the imperial 
ministry, an appointment over the Tomauns, perhaps collections, of 
Kazvein, Ebher, Zenjaun, and Tarmin ; from whence, peradventure, 
his appellation of Mtistouffy, which implies auditor, or inspector, of 
revenue accounts. 

In the course of the year seven hundred and twelve, the governors 
of Damascus and Aleppo, both Ameirs of the highest distinction in the 
court of Melek Nausser, SAltan of Egypt, terrified at the severity, and 
suspicious of the designs of their master, presented themselves to Oul- 
jaitu,in the neighborhood of SMtauniah, accompanied by five hundred 
cavaliers ; and were most graciously and hospitably received. The 

* A. D. 1310. 
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defection of these.chiefe, supported by the most earnest solicitations A. H. tois, 
on their part, revived in the bosom of the Persian monarch, those plans A. D- 1313 - 
of subjugation inSyria, which had only lain dormant for disclosure at Habeib u*. 
a proper opportunity. For the accomplishment of this favorite object, *' 
the most extensive preparations were immediately set on foot, through 
the medium of all the ministers and generals of the empire; and equip¬ 
ments upon ascale of extraordinary magnitude were expedited through 
every department of the monarchy. 

Among these we find enumerated, fifteen hundred suits of mail, of 
European fabric; two hundred and sixty chargers, gorgeously caparis¬ 
oned, and their saddles enriched, with jewels for theimperialequipage; 
and two thousand five hundred camels, for the conveyance of the im¬ 
perial furniture and baggage. Ninety balistae, or machines of war for 
distant annoyance ; eleven thousand arrows of steel; one hundred pots, 
for discharging fireworks, and naphtha; one hundred ass-loads of ket¬ 
tle drums, and one hundred embroidered standards. A corps of three 
hundred sappers and miners, with an extensive apparatus of all things 
necessary for the attack of fortified places, was also formed to accom¬ 
pany the expedition. 

Having assembled the army at Mossule, he marched from thence, 
by the ordinary route ofSenjaur, on the last day of Rudjub, of the year 
already mentioned ,* and,after crossingthe Euphrates, heappeared on 
Friday the|sixth ofRamzaun,* underthe walls of the Syrian Rahebah; 
with the siege of which it was immediately determined to open the 
campaign. At the period under consideration, it was esteemed a place 
of great strength and importance ; being defended by twelve spacious 
and lofty towers, or bastions, and by a ditch of thirty cubits deep, and 
half as many wide, the foundations of the rampart in general, con¬ 
structed ofstone; and Buddur-ud-dein Mussa, thegovernor, by nation a 
Kurd, had under his command a numerous and veteran garrison, with 
ample stores of every description, whether for subsistance or defence. 

Thus provided, Buddur-ud-dein early evinced his determination to 
make a formidable and resolute resistance; and the moment the armies 
of Irak and Azerb&ijaun appeared in view, proceeded to put in practice 
all the methods which he could devise, to disturb and retard their 
* Thirtieth of November, 1312. t Fourth of January 1313. 
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operatiops. The besiegers, on their part, were not less active in ad¬ 
vancing their works; their exertions being more immediately directed 
to fill the ditch. But, when that object had been accomplished, and 
the miners had carried a gallery so far through the rampart, as to be 
within hearing of the garrison behind it; while the soldiers by laying 
in vast quantities of fascines were completing the passage of the ditch, 
the besieged became at last dismayed by the boldness and 1 pertinacity 
of their assailants, and indicated a disposition to surrender ; which, 
through the mediation of Kauzy Nfidjm-ud-dein, and the address of 
Reshid-ud-dein theVezzeir, the Sultan finally permitted them to do, 
on terms of equal advantage to either party. After the capitulation 
of Rabebah, Ouijaitu appears, however, to have declined the further 
prosecution of his design against Syria ; since, on the twenty fourth of 
Ramzaun,* we find him taking measures to recross the Euphrates, on 
his return into Azerb&ijaun, which he immediately carried into effect. 
And he arrived in the ordinary series of marches, and'without any par¬ 
ticular accident, at his capital of Sultauniah, before the conclusion of 
the year. 

In the course of the ensuing year, Ab& Saeid, who had not yet at¬ 
tained to his ninth year, was created by his father, governor of Khor- 
assaun, under the tutelage, of Ameir Sounje; being accompanied to 
his government by a numerous and splendid retinue, consisting ofthe 
sons of most of the principal nobility of the empire. The young 
prince, on his arrival in his province, experienced from all classes of 
the inhabitants, as well as from some of the border chiefs, every proof 
of satisfaction, that could be tendered by a people overjoyed at the pros¬ 
pect of a mild and benevolent administration. 

Under these circumstances, and in consequence ef some serious mis¬ 
understanding which had arisen between theTclieghataian princes, Ke- 
peik Khaun, and Shahz&dab Beyssour, the latter conceived it expedi¬ 
ent to secure a retreat across the Amuyah, in some favorite recess of 
the province of Khorassaun. For that purpose, he dispatched a con¬ 
fidential agent to communicate his situation to Oulj&itu, and to solicit 
a retreat under his protection. The agent was favorably received, and 
an answer through him transmitted', that the Shahz&dah was author* 

•Twenty second of January, 
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zed to take up his abode in any part of Khorassaun that might be most 
agreeable to himself; on which, Beyssour, or Tensour as he is occasi¬ 
onally denominated, soon afterwards hastened across the Oxus, and 
fixed his residence on the plain of Kawus, in the neighborhood of 
Baudgheiss. 

The remaining partof the reign of Khodabundah does not appear 
to have furnished any event sufficiently remarkable for the record of 
history, since the author now passes, at once, to the period of his death, 
in the seven hundred and sixteenth of the Hidjerah. Towards the close 
of theyear,aboutafortnightafter hisreturn toSultauniahfrom ahunting 
party, he became indisposed; and his disorder assuming a very serious 
appearance, all the powers of medicine were called into exertion by 
his phj r sicians, to give him relief; and they were at first successful. 
But, unfortunately, conceiving that his complaint was entirely remov¬ 
ed, the Sultan ventured to make use of his baths, and imprudently 
indulged in some species of diet unsuitable to his state of health. The 
resultwasadangerous relapse; from which, neither the skill of his phy¬ 
sicians, nor the aid of medicine, any longer availed to recover him. 
Relinquishing then every hope of the recovery of their sovereign, the 
principal Ameirs of the court now dispatched into Khorassaun ; to an¬ 
nounce to Abu S&eid, the circumstances of his father’s danger, and 
to urge the necessity of his immediate presence at Sultauniah, in order 
to secure the throne of his ancestors, while his royal parent was yet 
alive. Before that object could, however, be attained, the dying mon¬ 
arch breathed his last, onr the evening of the first of Shavaul,* being 
that of the festival at the conclusion of the fast of Ramzaun, in the 
thirty sixth year of his age, and aftera prosperous reign of twelve years, 
five months, and ten days. He was committed to the grave, with the 
usual solemnities, in the mausoleum erected by himself adjoining to 
the principal mosque of Sfiltauniah, opposite, or near to the gate of 
Alburz. 

This monarch has been also greatly eulogized for his extensive pa¬ 
tronage of letters and literary men ; since, exclusive of other liberal 
establishments for the advancement of knowledge, and the cultivation 
of the sciences, supported by his bounty in different parts of the empire, 

• December 16th, 1316. 

4 N 


A. H. 71818. 
A. D. 1313-16* 

Habeib-uv 

seyr. 


VOL. II. 



*642 


A. H. 710-17. one hundred individuals distinguished for their, genius and t&legts, 
A. D. mo-17. are stated to have been maintained in constant attendance about his 
Habeib-us- person, whether in peaceful quarters, or in the field. If, indeed, any 
<3ejX ' credit be due to the testimony of his cotemporary, the author of the 
Tarikhguzeidah, Ouljaitu, from the unclouded prosperity and benevo¬ 
lence of his reign, is to be classed in the most distinguished rank among 
the princes of of the race of Jengueiz. The splendor of that family in 
Ir&n,is, indeed,considered under himtohaveattained its zenith ; and,in 
short, he is represented to have beeri a just, prudent, magnanimous, 
and accomplished prince, equally respected abroad, from the terror of 
his arms, and beloved by his people for the paternal mildness of his 
government. 

The building of Sultauniah by this monarch has been already ad¬ 
verted to. It is here described to have formed an exact square of five 
hundred cubits, with a gate in each face, and defended in the whole, 
by sixteen towers. The ramparts were constructed of hewn stone, 
and they were of such a width as to admit of four horsemen riding 
abreastwithoutinconvenience. This must,doubtless,refer tothecastle ; 
for the city of Shltauniah must have greatly surpassed the narrow li¬ 
mits of a square of three hundred yards. , Within that square was 
however included the mausoleum erected for his grave, of which the 
dome is described to have been sixty cubits in diameter, and one hun¬ 
dred and twenty, or just double, in height; together with the principal 
mosque, an edifice of very finished workmanship, also erected by him, 
with its several appendages, consisting of refectory, halls for reading, 
and college ; with an establishment of sixteen lecturers or professors, 
and accommodation and maintenance for two hundred students. 

Among the writers, who flourished under the reign of Ouljaitd, we 
shall only mention Abu Suliman Fakher-ud-dein D&oud, of Binauket, 
or Finauket, on the banks of the Seyh&n, the author of the Rouzut-ul- 
lubaut)—the paradise of the understanding ; better known to the ori¬ 
entals bv the title of the Tarikh Binauketv, or chronicle of thehisto- 
rian of Binauket * 

* For this discrim nation of the fact, the writer of these pages is more particularly indebt¬ 
ed to the information of his learned acquaintance Sir William Ouseley; from whose inge¬ 
nious researches-, the lovers of oriental literature may yet hope to derive much additional 
gratification, of the highest order, on his return from the mission to Persia. 
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Sfiltan AM-ud-dein Abu Saeid Bahauder K>aun,the sonofOul- 
j&itfi, ninth of the Persian monarehs of the race of Jengueiz. 

When accounts reached him, about the conclusion of the year seven 
hundred and sixteen, of the demise of his father, the young Sultan, 
at this period in the twelfth year of his age, was in Mazanderaun. 
From thence, after deferring his journey long enough to be joined by 
Ameir, Sounje, his Atabek, orgovernor, from Khorassaun, he now has¬ 
tened towards Ir&k ; and, on his arrival in the neigborhood, was con¬ 
ducted into Sultauniah,by Ameir Tchobaun, at the head of the nobility, 
and principal inhabitants of that metropolis. After the customary 
period had been devoted to discharge the duties of filial affection, and 
respect for the memory of his father, a general assembly was convened 
on the plain of Sultauniah ; In the presence of which, on the first of 
Suffur of the six hundred and seventeenth of the Hidjerah,* Ameir Tcho¬ 
baun supporting him on the right hand, and Ameir Sounje on the left, 
he was, with universal applause publicly seated on the throne of Hu- 
laukfi. 

Being yet in his minority, the Sultan appears to have deputed the 
supreme authority of the state to Ameir Tchobaun ; continuing, howe¬ 
ver, the office of Yezzeir to Khaujah Reshid-ud-dein, and Khaujab Ally 
Shah in conjunction, as formerly. The government of Diaurbekir was 
at the same time conferred on Ameir Terenjein, and that of Roum, or 
that part of Anatolia annexed to the persian empire, on Teymur Taush, 
the son of the regent Tchobaun. 

The intellectual powers, and singular prudence of the Vezzeir, Res¬ 
hid-ud-dein Fazzel-ullah, have already in some degree claimed the at¬ 
tention of the reader ; more particularly, as the anthor of a much res¬ 
pected oriental chronicle,entitled the Jaummia-ul-towaurikh Reshidy. 
He hadconducted his ministry with distinguished reputation, through 
the latter part of the reign of Ghazan Khaun, and the whole of that of 
Khodabundah, or Ouljaitfi, in whose favor he held a more conspicuous 
share than in that, even, of his royal brother. And, he appears to have 
rendered himself equally worthy of his high destiny, bv the uniform 
justice of his demeanor towards all classes of society, jpid by his boun¬ 
tiful encouragement of learning and science, in all its votaries; of which 

•April 14th, 1317. 
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he left numerous and extensive proofs in different parts of Azerbki- 

jaun and Ir&k. 

Khaujah Ally Shaffthe Jilaunian, his associate in the ministry, had 
it seems, towards the conclusion of the reign of OuljaitA, arrogated to 
himself rather more importance in his station, than his collegue was 
disposed to submit to ; and of this the latter embraced an opportunity 
of complaining to his master. He requested at the same time, that if, 
as he conceived himself warranted in the expectation, he was to be 
considered the superior in his office, Ally Shah might also be made to 
obey him in every other circumstance ; on the contrary, if he was him¬ 
self to be considered in any respect subordinate in the Yizzaurut to 
his collegue, he must intreat to be employed in some other department 
of the state. Nevertheless, if Ally Shah could be brought to accede 
to either of the following propositions, he would, for his own part, still 
continue to act in conjunction with him. First, that AllyShah should 
undertake the entire present management of the department of fin¬ 
ance, while Khaujah Reshid-ud-dein should be alone responsible 
for the accounts of preceding years. Secondly, that all affairs con¬ 
nected with the office of Vezzeir should be vested in the discretion of 
Khaujah Reshid alone, so as to be exclusively accountable to the so¬ 
vereign. Or thirdly, that the whole of the provinces of the empire 
should be arranged under two equal and separate departments; one 
consigned to each Vezzeir independently, and each of these restrained 
respectively from interfering with the department of the other. To 
all these, Ouljaitu appears to have objected, alleging that both jiis min¬ 
isters, however in different respects, were equally worthy of his con¬ 
fidence; the one from his wisdom matured by the experience of age, 
and the other with unrivalled talents, in the prime and vigour of life. 
He therefore signified his pleasure that they should continue to offici¬ 
ate in conjunction ; the elder exhibiting a reasonable indulgence to the 
limited experience of his collegue, and the younger yielding due de¬ 
ference to the maturer age of his senior. 

Compelled to acquiesce in the decision of their sovereign, thus ex¬ 
plained to them, the two Vezzeirs proceeded as formerly to transact 
the civil affairs of the government, in conjunction. But, on the acces¬ 
sion of Abu Saeid, the animosities of the rival statesmen againbroke out; 
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commencing, however, on the part of the younger, in an unsuccess- A. H. 717-18 
ful attempt to impeach the integrity of his coliegue, on a charge of A. D. 1317-1 8 
embezzlement, or corrupt appropriation of the revenue. On the other Habeib-us- 
liand, with the propensity, as our author seems disposed to think, na- * eyr ‘ 
turalto men of that class, some officers of revenue proposed to Khaujah 
Reshid, to insinuate themselves into the confidence of Ally Shah, in 
order to discover some grounds to establish against him a charge, si¬ 
milar to that which he had attempted to bring forward against his rival. 

With this proposal, Khaujah Reshid, whose temper was equally mild 
and easy in the extreme, refused to concur ; offering at the same time 
if it proceeded from any injury on the part of his coliegue, to use his 
influence with him to redress them. Disappointed in their views on 
Reshid, these men are said to have applied themselves next to the 
other Yezzeir ; in whom they found an instrument better framed for 
their purpose, and with whom they immediately united in collecting 
proofs of guilt, against his innocent and unsuspecting associate. Cor¬ 
rupted at the same time by the gold of Ally Shah, the personal min¬ 
isters of Abu Saeid succeeded in influencing their master to the pre¬ 
judice of Khaujah Reshid ; and the young monarch, towards the close 
of the month of Riidjub,* was at last prevailed upon to remove this 
able and virtuous statesman from all his employments; notwithstand- 
ing the express opinion to the contrary of his Atabek, AmeirSounje. 

The latter then labouring under severe indisposition, and dying on the 
twentieth of Zilkaudah of the seven hundred and seventeenth of the 
Hidjerahj-j - at Mahoul, where he was with his imperial pupil, on the 
way to pass the winter at Baghdad, was by these circumstances, per- 
adventure, prevented from exerting th^t influence, which might other¬ 
wise have been sufficient to protect the unfortunate Vezzeir from the 
malignant designs of his enemies. At the opening of the spring, Abu 
S&eid returned to Sffltauniah. 

In the mean time, Khaujah Reshid had retired on his dismission to 
reside atTebreiz ; and Ameir Tchobaun having remained, during the 
absence of the Sultan, on the frontiers of Azerbaijaun, engaged in the 
amusements of the chase, ventured to request an interview with the 
discarded minister; to whom he declared without reserve, that he con- 
* October, 1317. t January 23d, 1318, 
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ceived his presence in the councils of his sovereign to be as indispen- 
sable as the very sal t to their meals; and h e accord i ngly proceeded by every 
argument he could devise, to urge the necessity of his immediate re¬ 
turn to court, to resume his employments. Khaujah Reshid, for some 
time, continued to resist his importunities, on the plea of advanced 
age, and declining life ; of the treatment which he had experienced, 
as singularly unmerited, as his fortune had been unprecedented. 
That he had, however, thirteen sons, by their talents and experience, 
abundantly qualified to supply his place ; and he trusted that while on 
his part, he devoted the remains of life to secure a pardon for the errors 
of humanity, the agents of his master’s authority would draw the pen 
of oblivion through the record of his offendings ; would dispense with 
the further services of one now bent to the earth under the weight of 
years, and infirmity : and that they would finally forget that there was 
any longer such a man in existence. Nevertheless, Ameir Tchobaun 
becoming still more importunate in his solicitations, and the habitual 
love of power possibly adding its influence, Reshid at last reluctantly 
yielded to his wishes. 

But, when intelligence of what was in agitation was conveyed to Ally 
Shah, and the party who had conspired to the ruin of the aged Vezzeir, 
they became to a very considerable degree alarmed ; and they hastened 
without delay to adopt those measures that appeared best calculated 
to avert the danger. The most effectual was by a very considerable 
sum of money to prevail upon Abut Bukker Aga, the oracle of Ameir 
Tchobaun’s opinions, to prejudice the mind of his pupil against Khau¬ 
jah Reshid; and Ameir Tchobaun, although in other respects irre- 
proachable, being a man of great simplicity and flexibility of mind, 
easily wrought upon, by such as had any interest in practicing on his 
credulity, little difficulty was experienced to persuade him, that Ibrau- 
him, one of the sons of the Vezzeir, who was the Sherbet-daur, or chief 
butler of the late Ouljaitu, had been induced at the suggestion of his 
father, to poison his master; and that this was the true cause of the 
premature death of that respectable monarch. The atrocious charge 
was immediately communicated to Abu Saeid, by Ameir Tchobaun ; 
and the accusation being confirmed by the testimony of several of the 
Ameirs ofthe court,who had been suborned for that purpose, the learned 
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and upright, minister was condemned without alternative todie. Hav- A. II. 718. 
ing first struck off, before his eyes, the head of his son Ibrauhim, the A - D - lal8 - 
executioner addressed himself to the further discharge ofhisoffice,upon 
the unhappy father ; who desired him, when he should have inflicted 
the stroke of death, to inform Ally Shah on the part of his suffering 
collegue, thathaving sought the life, and brought about the condemn¬ 
ation of an innocent man, the unerring hand of justice, would most 
assuredly, at some period orother, avenge the injury ; and that if there 
existed any shadeof difference between hisown destiny, andthat which 
was reserved for his persecutor, it would appear in this circumstance 
alone; that while the tomb of him who now suffered innocently, would 
continue a memorial to distant ages, that of the other would not be 
suffered to stand for many days, before it would be demolished by the 
just rage of an indignant people. It will however be seen in the sequel, 
that this prediction was not justified by the event. The executioner 
then clove his victim in twain, without giving himself much concern 
as to the subject of his guilt or innocence; the ltebbia-resheidy a 
neighboring town dependent on, and possibly erected by the sufferer, 
was given up to pillage; and the entire property of the family seized 
as a forfeiture to the imperial treasury. The death of Reshid-ud-dein 
took place on the seventeenth of the former Jummaudy of the seven 
hundred and eighteenth of the Ilidjerah ;* the exact year being ex¬ 
pressed by the letters, numerically taken, of the Arabic sentence, Tau- 
ba-serrehu —may he rest in peace. 

The manner in which, towards the close of the reign of Ouljaitti, 
the Tcheghatayan Shahzadah Bevssout was permitted to chuse an 
asylum at Baudgheiss, has already claimed our attention.. Unhappily, 
on intelligence of the death of that monarch, the ambition of appropri¬ 
ating to himself the noble province of Ivhorassaun, immediately fas¬ 
tened on the mind of the fugitive; and he secretly communicated with 
Ameir Bektub, the associate of his exile, the design to which the mi¬ 
nority of AbA S&eid had possibly given birth; representing at the same 
lime the expediency in the first instance, ot some plan to cut off Ameir 
Yessawul, the imperial lieutenant, as the principal bar to its accom¬ 


plishment. This was greatly facilitated by the arbitrary and oppressive 
measures with which, on various pretexts for raising money, Yes- 
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A. H. 718. sawul persecuted the inhabitants of his government; among others 
A. D. 1318. was t k at 0 p providing f or the entertainment, on different occasions, of 
Habeib-us- t h e Tcheghatayan Shahzadah himself, which finally brought upon this 
tyrannical proconsular the universal execration of the people. And 
hence, the two chiefs who were conspiring to ruin Tiim, might ob¬ 
scurely intimate that as the care of entertaining them might at no dis¬ 
tant period be transferred to other hands, it behoved them while the 
means were in their power, at least to make sure of Yessawul. 

For this an opportunity was not long wanting. Ameir Yessawul 
with the produce of his arbitrary exactions, consisting of a variety of 
gold and silver furniture, of horses of the choicest Arabian breed, and 
slaves of the greatest beauty, with two thousand sheep, three hundred 
asses, or perhaps mules with articles for the table, and sundry driedskins 
of wine, (boraehios) had set out for the residence of the Tcheghatayan ; 
but coming first to- the station selected for the abode of his followers 
by Ameir Bek tub, he there halted to refresh and regale himself. While 
thus employed without suspicion of evil, he was however surprised by 
the report of one of his attendants, that the retainers of Ameir Bekt&b 
had made prisoners of a part of his people, and were too evidently ap¬ 
proaching to offer violence to himself. Yessawul instantly mounting 
his horse, made the best of his way towards Ir&k ; and he had not pro¬ 
ceeded to the distance of half a league, before Shahz&dahBeyssour en¬ 
tered his camp, and plundered it of all its contents. Yessawul found 
his retreat cut off in the neighborhood of Jaum, by a detachment of 
fifty horse, under Mubaurek Shah Oujauny, a chief who had borne 
him a grudge of long duration. Here he was compelled to combat for 
existence, and 1 having with, him no- more than thirty horse against fifty* 
he was soon killed. 

As soon as they became known at Sultauniab, Ameir Eyss KdtlAgh 
was dispatched by Abu Skeid to compose the disorders in Khorassaun; 
but, when, that chieftain reached the borders of the province, he was 
met by Ameir Bektftb with a message-from Shahz&dah Beyssour, an¬ 
nouncing that having without the slightest provocation, formed a de¬ 
sign against the life of the Shahzadah, Yessawul: had been unavoidably 
destroyed, in his attempt to carry it into execution. Contrary to alt 
reasonable expectation* Kutlugh proceeded to treat the agent of the 
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usurperwith distinguished kindness, and finally dismissedhimwith the A. H. 718. 
declaration, that the Ameirs of Khorassaun were henceforward bound A. D. iai8. 
toyield obedience tothe authority of ShahzadahBeyssour; from whom Habeib-us- 
a paper was shortly afterwards received, in which he professed to ac- S jr * 
knowledge the supremacy of AbfiSaeid, and with which, in thesimpli- 
city natural to the Moghuls, Kutlugh returned satisfied to Shltauniah. 
lie died some time after this, on his way to K&rabaugh, whither he 
was proceeding by order of his sovereign. 

The successful termination of his conference with Eyss Kutlugh 
completely established Ameir Bektub in the favor of Shahz&dah Beys- 
sour, who furnished him with the last proof of his confidence, by plac¬ 
ing him, with one thousaud of his bravest followers well equipped and 
armed, in charge of Baudgheiss ; the Shahzadah withdrawing in his 
own person into Gurrumseyr, whither he had already dispatched his 
family, in order to provide against the contingencies of adverse fortune. 

When he had reached his destination, and had enjoyed a short in¬ 
terval of repose, he there finally determined on hostilities against the 
authority of Abu Saeid ; and with that determination he now entered 
Seiestaun, the lieutenant of which, Nausser-ud-dcin, he had by letter 
previously invited to submit to.liis power. Terrified at his approach, 
Nausser-ud-dein at first prepared to transmit to him a moiety of the 
revenue of his province, by way of Peishkesh, in acknowledgement of 
submission ; but discovering, in the interim, that Teymur, the chief 
of the Nikoudrians, hadresolved to oppose the pretensions of the Tclie- 
ghatayan, and that Gbeyauth-ud-dein prince of Herat, had also dis¬ 
dained to listen to any proposals from him, the governor of Seiestaun, 
on further reflection, proceeded to put the agents of theShahz&dah to 
death, and at the same time conveyed to him a message of defiance. In 
consequence of this, Beyssour proceeded on his part to over-run and 
plunder the frontiers of the province, putting great numbers of the in¬ 
habitants to the sword without merey. Turning then upon theNi- 
koudrians, he defeated and killed their chief, the Teymur just menti. 

Qjied ; after which his attention became exclusively directed towards 
the accomplishment of his more important enterprize, the subjugation 
of Khorassaun. 
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Very punctually informed of the design, the prince of Iler&t dis- 
patched to apprize some of the Ameirs of Abfi Shield’s troops, then 
stationed at Ra'udegan, of what was in agitation. To this however 
they paid no attention ; ascribing the message to a disposition on the 
part of the Tazeik, or Persian,'as they chose to denominate Gheyauth- 
ud-dein in contempt, to produce among them an alarm, of which they 
disdained to be thought capable. They could not be persuaded that 
the Tcheghatayan would ever presume to oppose the power of their 
master; neither did they conceive improbable, were he ever so well dis¬ 
posed to make the attempt, that he would with the force which lie 
could command, dare to set his face towards Khorassaun, with any 
hostile design. Having nevertheless, assembled the whole of his fol¬ 
lowers, and confiding the place which he had chosen for the residence 
of his family, to the protection of his son Jouky, or Tchougui, Beyssour 
proceeded, in the middle of the latter Jummaudy of the seven hundred 
and eighteenth of theHidjerah,* on his way into Khorassaun. On his 
arrivalatTchesht, hewas joined by Ameir Bektfib, and theother chiefs, 
whom he had left at Baudgheiss, and he now resolved to push without 
delay for Mazanderaun ; but not before he had made one other attempt 
to persuade Melek Gheyauth-ud-dein of Herat, to submit to his authoriy; 
which was finally repelled with disdain. 

Thus totally disappointed in his views on Hercit, Beyssour, in the 
month ofRudjub,-f hastened with his utmostexpedition towards Raude- 
gan ; where he completely succeeded in surprising the generals of Abu 
Sheid, in their dream of security, and in making himself master of all 
their equipments, together with a vast multitude of sheep, and cattle 
of every description. * Ameir Bektub then advanced on the one hand 
to Damaghaun, while the Shahz&dah proceeded, without suffering his 
attention to be diverted to aqy other object, until he found himself in 
the heart of Mazanderaun. He there committed deplorable devasta¬ 
tion, making captives of nearly ten thousand of the Seyuds, and most 
distinguished inhabitants of the province. 

His career was, however, now drawing to its conclusion. When he 
had continued his violentproceedings in Mazanderaun forsome months, 
it was at last announced to him, that the troops of Abft Saeid were 
* August, 1318, f September, 
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advancing in great force to expel him, under An*eir H&sseyne Gure- 
kan, sometimes denominated Ameir Husseyne B6zflrg, the son of 
Aukbouka Jellaeir. Beyssour immediately withdrew from the pro¬ 
vince, although it was in the middle of winter,* making the best of 
his way to Neyshapur. Into that city he sent a thousand of his sol¬ 
diers, in order to raise a heavy contribution on the inhabitants ; but 
when these agents of violence had exhausted every expedient of com¬ 
pulsion to extort their property from the citizens, and before they had 
yet been able to secure the fruits of their iniquitous proceedings, the 
report which they received, that Ameir Husseyne was suddenly ap¬ 
proaching in eager pursuit, compelled them, not only to abandon their 
prey, but their very helmets andturbans, and to shift for themselves by 
a precipitate flight. Beyssour next appeared in the neighborhood of 
Mtish-hed, and the mausoleum of Ally Ruzza ; and there receiving in¬ 
telligence that Gbeyauth-ud-dein Guerret, the prince of Herat, had 
taken advantage of his absence, to employ a detachment of Ghourians 
in the plunder of Baudgheiss, by which Ameir Bektub and his follow- 
ers^were stripped of the whole of their property, the circumstance af¬ 
fected him with equal rage and distraction of mind. Hence, when 
Seyud Buddur-ud-dein, the chief, with the other Seyuds, residents of 
Mush-hed attended to visit him, with such presents as on the spur of 
the occasion they had been able to provide, the Tcheghatayan, after 
compelling them to stand in his presence, for the whole of the interval 
between the hours of meridian and afternoou prayer, sullenly refused 
to reply to their salutation, or to notice them in any shape. The gentle 
Sh.ahzvtdah, as he is here called in irony, then sternly told them that 
his soldiers must besupplied with provisions and forage,and his kitch¬ 
ens with good mutton for the table. Buddur-ud-dein assured him 
that his wishes would be cheerfully complied with ; and requested that 
some of his followers might be permitted to accompany them into the 
town, in order to collect all that was required for the supply of both 
himself and his army. A detachment of three hundred men proceeded 
accordingly, in company with the Seyuds, to take charge of this supply, 
which was determined at fire hundred sheep, three hundred ass-loadsof 
flowet, and five bund red of barley ; together with such other articles as 

* A. D. 1319. 
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A. H. 719 . the troops might be more immediately in want of. Buddur-ud*dein 
A. D. 1319. conducted the detachment into the city, and having lodged them se- 
Habeib us- C orely enough in a particular quarter, that very night caused the 
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whole of them to be put to death, together with many others of the 
Beyssourians who had, for a variety of purposes, at the same time en¬ 
tered the place. With the horses and arms of those whom he had thus 
destroyed, Buddur-ud-dein then made up a very suitable present, with 
which, on his arrival in the neighborhood, he hastened to an interview 
with Ameir Htisseyne Gurekan ; by whom he was received with dis¬ 
tinguished kindness. 

On the other hand, passing to the neighborhood of Jaum,Bdyssour sent 
todemand the attendanceofShahaub-ud-rieinIssm?kil,whopresided in 
that town, in order to extort a supply of some kind or other for his 
followers, and received a very peremptory refusal ; the chief taking 
post in a Koushek, Kiosk, or country house in the vicinity, and re¬ 
pelling with his arrows the approach of those who came to repeat 
the messages of the Tcheghatayan. In the mean time, the exhausted' 
state of his cattle had compelled Ameir Hisseyne Jo suspend his pur¬ 
suit for some days, in the luxuriant pasturage afforded among the mcu- 
dowsofRaudegan; adelay,ofwhich Beyssourand Bektub availed them¬ 
selves to ravage the territory of Her&t; which city they at last pro¬ 
ceeded to invest in form, expecting that they should yet succeed in 
terrifyingGheyauth-ud-dein Guerret, intoarestoration ofthe property 
plundered at Baudgheiss. Every device to obtain that object, whe¬ 
ther by negociation or hostility, proving however fruitless ; and the 
reports of Ameir Husseyne’s approach becoming every hour more 
frequent and Harming, the Shahzadah saw no other alternative than 
that of retiring once more into Gnrrumseyr, probably the country so 
called between Kermaun and the sea coast. Ameir Htisseyne ap¬ 
peared before Herat, towards the close of the year seven hundred and 
nineteen, and having by every mark of favor and regard, evinced his 
approbation of the conduct of Gheyauth-ud*dein, proceeded without 
delay, in conjunction with that chief, in pursuit of the Beyssourians ; 
of whom having cut off a considerable number, he returned for the 
present, without prosecuting his advantage, to Ileiit. 
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In the course of the following year, KepeikKhaun the son of Dowa 
Khaun, monarch of Transoxiana, hiving received intelligence of the 
ungrateful contest in which Beyssour was engaged with his benefac¬ 
tors, determined to'gratify the impulse of domestic revenge by imme¬ 
diately co-opCrating to his destruction. For this purpose hedispatch- 
ed the Shahz&dahs Eiltchigadii, Rustum, and Monguly Khaujah, at 
the head of ten thousand horse, across theAmuyah; with instructions 
not to return until they had effectually terminated the career of Beys¬ 
sour, and his associate exile Ameir Bektub. He employed, at the 
same time, an agent with Ameir Ilusseyne, to urge the expediency, on 
his part, of sending a proportion ofthe army of Khorassaun, to support 
the Tcheghatayan troops in the extermination ofthe rebels. A body 
of twenty thousandmen was accordingly equippedby Ameir Hfisseyne, 
and directed to follow in the steps of the Tcheghatayans. But, when 
this force had proceeded to the station of Kherseng, they learnt that 
Shahz&dah Beyssour had already fallen into the hands of his pursuers. 

On arriving within about ten, or perhaps, two farsangs of the resi¬ 
dence of Beyssour, it appears that some emissaries were sent by those 
in pursuit of him, to tamper with the fidelity of his principal officers ; 
who finally succeeded, by very liberal promises, in engaging them to 
abandon their chief in the hour of battle, and to join his adversaries. 
The Shahzadah on his part, as soon as he discovered that the Tchegh¬ 
atayan troops were in his neighborhood, with an unsuspecting con¬ 
fidence in the attachment of hisfollowers,resolutely prepared to combat 
them sword in hand. But, his officers suddenly quitting him the mo¬ 
ment they had been arranged in their posts for the battle, and going 
over to the enemy, the Tcheghatayan chiefs immediately rushed on¬ 
wards to assail the Shahzadah. Coming however first upon Ameir 
Bekt&b, and striking off his head, Beyssour had an opportunity of per¬ 
ceiving his danger, and immediately betookhimself to flight. Eiltchi- 
gadai, with one thousand horse, was dispatched in pursuit of him, 
attacked, and killed him. The Tchegatayans then seized his children 
and women, and returned with a very considerable booty to the east, 
ward ofthe Ox us ; and the disturbances thus for the present appeased, 
the people of Khorassaun were permitted to enjoy a short interval of 
comparative repose. 
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A. H. 720. At the period when he detached Ameir Hfisseyne to oppose and 
A. D. 1320 . q Ue n the usurpation of Shahzkdah Beyssour, Abfi S&eid, to whom it 
Uabeib-us. becomes now necessary to return, was residing at Karabaugh, in the 
se ^ r * peninsula of the Kurr and Araxes ; and not long after the departure of 
that chief, he proceeded in person in the same direction, to support 
him in case of need, in his operations for the re-establishment of his 
authority in Khorassaun. He had, however, prosecuted his march no 
further than Beylekan, when he was compelled to suspend this object, 
by intelligence which reached him that the Ivhaun of the Ouzbeks, 
or of the Keptchauk Tartars, though this is the first instance in which 
we find them so designated, had issued from the plains on the Volga, 
and entered Georgia; where he had defeated and cut to pieces, the of¬ 
ficers charged with the defence of that quarter. The fugitives who 
had escaped, overtook the Sultan at this crisis ; and he conceived it 
expedient to return without delay, with the troops about his person, 
whichdid not exceed two thousand horse, to make head against the in¬ 
vader ; and disposingofthese, on the right bank of the Kllrr, in a strait, and 
perhaps extended line, from point to point, in order to conceal the dis¬ 
parity of numbers from the enemy, he encamped to watch their mo¬ 
tions. The Ouzbeks on the opposite side of the river, employed them¬ 
selves, in the mean time, in overrunning every district of the adjoining 
territory, and in driving oil'the inhabitants into captivity. But Ameir 
Tchobaun arriving shortly afterwards, also from Beylekan, with a re¬ 
inforcement of two tomauns to join his master, they conceived it pru¬ 
dent to withdraw ; while Tchobaun immediately crossed the Khrr, and 
pursued them with great slaughter, as far as it was thought convenient. 
After which he returned, with a considerable number of prisoners, to 
rejoin the camp of his sovereign; who conceived it no more than just 
to acknowledge the important service performed on this occasiou, by 
loading his general with additional honors and rewards. 

Ameir Tchobaun proceeding, however, to demand that certain of 
the chiefs, whom he had rescued from captivity during his successful 
pursuit of the Ouzbeks, should be brought to an account for their con¬ 
duct in Georgia, on the recent irruption ; and the son of Alynauk with 
some of his associateNuyans, having suffered the discipline of the club, 
while others were degraded from rank for their behaviour, the circurn- 
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stance became the soyrce of the most dangerous discontent against that 
distinguished commander; and it was determined to seize the earliest 
opportunity of revenge. 

Abu S&eid, not long afterwards, returned toSultauniah ; while Tcho- 
baun marched again into Georgia, directing his course towards a 
station here called Kouktcheh Tengueiz, and leaving part of his equip¬ 
ments, possibly his family, in charge of his son Hussun. His enemies 
conceiving this to be the opportunity for which they had been for some 
time on the watch, hastened, like wolves in quest of theirprey, in search 
of Tchobaun. The latter was timely apprized of the design ; but un¬ 
able to give entire credit to his information, he employed two of his 
followers to ascertain the truth ; and these two persons falling into the 
hands of the malcontents, were immediately put to death. In the 
mean time, to prepare for the worst, Tchobaun secretly abandoned 
the cantonments, in which he had been previously stationed, and re¬ 
moved to join his son ; while the adverse Ameirs coming at midnight, 
in the expectation of surprising his quarters, and finding their victim 
flown, were compelled to console themselves with plundering the 
station; after which they proceeded further in quest of Tchobaun. 
That chief no longerdeclined tomeetthem; but, after opposing them for 
some time with very unequal numbers,and with his usual gallantryand 
resolution, he found himself, at last, constrained tofly. He succeeded 
however, with some difficulty in conveying himself, in company with 
bis son Hussun, toTebreiz ; where he experienced all the consolations 
of friendship and gratitude from Ally Shah the Vezzeir, who accom¬ 
panied him soon afterwards, on his way to the presence of Abft S&eid. 

A mandate from the Sultan, purporting to authorize the death of 
Ameir Tchobaun, having, in the mean time, been fabricated, and ex¬ 
hibited to the people as they advanced, by the factious Ameirs, the cir¬ 
cumstance when it became known to him, did not fail to produce 
Someslarmingsuspicionsinthatgeneral; and he was, accordingly, prose- 
cutinghisjourney to Shltauniah under considerable hesitation and dis¬ 
quietude of mind. But the Yezzeir Ally Shah, hastening to court before 
him, and ascertaining that his favor with Abu Saeid was rathef increas-^ 
in 01 , than on the decline, the minister dispatched without delay tore- 
move his apprehensions, and quicken his approach to the metropolis. 
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.Tchobaun was thus encouraged to enter the presenceof his master with 
unruffled confidence; and he proceeded to communicate without re¬ 
serve, all that he had seen and heard with respect to the insurgents. 

On the other hand, Ameir Eirentchein, or perhaps Terentchein, who 
was father to one of the Sultan’s wives, at the head.of the Ameirs of 
the adverse party, having.drawn together a very superior force from 
various quarters of Azerbaijaun, had now crossed the Seffeid-rfid, or 
white river ; and there taking post, prepared for battle. The Su}tan» 
with Ameir Tchobaun, also advanced from Sultauniah in the same di¬ 
rection; equally disposed to vindicate the authority of his government, 
and to protect the person of his general. In the mean time, repeated 
messages were conveyed by his daughter, to alarm the mind of Eiren¬ 
tchein against the probable consequences of his rebellious conduct; and 
to urge him to come to an accommodation, in the hope of being restored 
to the favor of her imperial consor^. Eirentchein dispatched a mes¬ 
sage to inform his daughter in reply, that if her representations, were to 
beat all relied on, and the Sultan were serious in his amicable profes¬ 
sions, it was expected that on the following day he would cause a 
whitestandard to.be displayed, in that part of the field where he fought 
in person. And this was agreed to without a demur on the part of Abh 
SAeid. 

But, the next day, when this standard was displayed according 
to promise, a persuasion ran through the ranks of the insurgents, that 
the troops of the Shltan were either averse to, or dreaded a conflict 
with them ; and deriving additional confidence from such a belief, they 
hastened to commence the action, with all the arrogauce to which it had 
given birth. The resolution with which their adversaries advanced 
to repel the attack, might however have tended in some measure to 
dissipate the illusion; but, the Sultan having directed the head of Ameir 
Sheikh Ally, the son of Eirentchein, to be struck off, and affixed to 
the point of a spear, proclaiming, at the same time, that such would 
be the fate of every ifebel to the cause of hissovereign, the indignation 
of the father was so inflamed by the speetacle, that rushing into the 
battle with impetuous fury, and accompanied by his wife the princess 
Kunjeshk, he produced such extraordinary havoc among the Abh 
Saeidians, as threatened to terminate in the most fatal result. At this 
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crisis, the young Sultan now in his seventeenth year engaged in the 
conflict; and exhibited such conspicuous proofs of gallantry and ad¬ 
dress, that his principal commanders, animated by his example, and 
easting away the reins of a more cautious circumspection, precipitated 
themselves individually, and at once, on the front of the enemy. A 
strong wind arising at the same time, and carrying the dust in heavy 
clouds directly into the faces of the insurgents, furnished an advantage 
which left the victory no longer doubtful. Many of the rebel chiefs 
met their fate in the field of battle ; others, among whom was the ge¬ 
neral Eirentchein, fell alive into the hands of the imperial party ; and 
being conveyed to Sultauniah, were there suspended to gibbets, and 
fires being kindled beneath them, they were in that manner tortured 
to death. 

The singular valour displayed by the youthful monarch on this occa¬ 
sion, gave him an undoubted claim to the appellation of Bahauder ,—- 
heroic; which was now bestowed upon him by the voice of the army ; 
and the imperial secretaries received instructions to add this to his other 
titles. The letters which were circulated to announce the victory ac¬ 
cordingly opened with thefollowing preamble— Ul-S Alton-ul-auddel- 
Abu Sdeid Bahauder Khaun —Sultan AbCi S&eid, the just, the heroic 
lord. 

In the seven hundred and twenty first of theHidjerab, AmeirTcho- 
baun solicited, and obtained in marriage the hand of the princess Sauty, 
or Sauky Beg, the daughter of Guljaitu, and sister of his sovereign. ; 
which appears to have placed him on the very pinnacle of his glory, and 
beyond which indeed,as a subject, it was impossible to aseeudfurfeher. 
In the course of the year following occurred the death of Ameir Hus- 
seyne, the son of Aukbouka of the tribe of Jellaeir, at this period gp- 
vernor of Khorassaun ; and occasionally denominated by historians 
Sheikh Uussevne Eylekhauay, andSheikh Husseyne Buzurg, whose 
children were destined for a short time to fill the throne of the Persian 
monarchy- During the same year, the seven hundred and twenty second 
ofthe 11 klj.erah ,* A uieirTchobaun experienced the mortification to Learn 
that his son Teymur Tausb, who held the government of Rhine, or 
that part of Anatolia subject to the Persian-empire, had been misled 
by tire suggestions of some gross and ignorant flatterers, to us-ui£ the, 
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A. H. “ 22 - 24 . functions of royalty; and, pretending to the character of the Mehedy, 
A. D. 1322-24. expected by the faithful at the latter age of the world, had entered 
into an alliance with the princes of Syria and Egypt, with a view to 
secure their support in the plans which he .was forming, for the subju¬ 
gation of AzerMijaun, and the two great provinces of Arabian and 
Persian Irak. The old chief w r as however, no sooner apprized of the 
dangerous and disloyal designs of his son, than he disclosed to the 
Sultan so much of the intelligence that had reached him, as he thought 
necessary, and directed his march with a body of troops for the Ana¬ 
tolian frontier. But the approach of his father being announced to 
Tevmfir Taush, he suddenly abandoned his ambitious views, and has- 
tened without delay to cast himself upon his mercy. Tchobaun, after 
putting the mischievous advisers of rebellion to the sword, returned 
into AzerMijaun, and there delivered his disloyal son, bound, into the 
hands of his sovereign. From a regard to the unshaken attachment 
of the father, Abu Saeid bestowed his pardon'upon the rebel, and im¬ 
mediately employed him, moreover, to command in Kermaun. 

Of the seveh hundred and twenty third of the Ilidjerah, the greater 
part appears to have been consumed in the prosecution of some very 
odiou's and vexatious claims iaidby Atneir Tchobaun, to various lands 
and other hereditaments in Irak Ajem ; having been persuaded, by 
persons otherwise interested in the question, to consider himself the 
only legitimate surviving heir ofNauz Khautun, princess of Kurdis- 
taun, represented to have been married to his father, Melek Bahauder 
the son of Toudan Ndyan. Without, however, harassing the reader 
with the detail, it will be sufficient to note, that these claims were 
founded on a variety of Kabaulahj title deeds, or charters, either gen¬ 
uine or fictitious, placed in the hands of Tchobaun, by individuals who ’ 
had objects in contemplation, to the attainment of which he was thus 
to be made instrumental. By the intemperate and illjudged avidity 
with which he was led to engage in these views, and by the apprehen-, 
sions excited to a great extent, by this litigation of property on the 
fepresentation of every insidious informer, Tchobaun rendered himself 
at last the object ofuniversal ill-will, if not of execration. With an at¬ 
tention to the tranquillity of the subject, which reflects honor on his 
memory, Ally Shah the Vezzeir interfered to remonstrate with Tcho- 
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Tjauft, on the rapacious propensity which seemed to have taken posses- A. H. 72 1. 
sion of him ; and having consigned to his agents, on the part of the A ' p ’ 1324 ‘ 
"Sfiltan, certain districtsin Anatolia, in exchange for what he conceived Hak,e * b " us ' 
himself entitled to, as the heir of Nauz Khautun, together with twenty 
’thousand dinaurs from his own private purse, he finally prevailed upon 
him toforego these vexatious proceedings, and to imprecate upon hira- 
■selfthe most serious curse, if ever he attempted to revive them. 

The respectable Taujeud-dein Ally Shah did not long survive this 
popular and benevolent exertion of his influence. He was attacked 
by a complaint which equally balded the skill of medicine, and the 
■solicitude of hrs sovereign for his recovery ; and he expired at Oujaurr, 
in the seven hundred and twenty'fourth of the Hidjerah, not less re¬ 
gretted by that sovereign, than lamented by his fellow subjects. His 
remains were conveyed to Tebreiz, and deposited in the contiguity of 
a mosque which had been erected by himself in that city. Of all the 
■ministers of the race of Hulaukfi, he is recorded as the only one, who 
escaped a violent death ; as a statesman of consummate talents, and 
extensive resources of mind, his fame could not have been soon for¬ 
gotten ; and he left in different parts of Azerb&ijaun and Irak, notvvih- 
standing the prediction of his coadjutor recently adverted to, endow¬ 
ments of charity, and structures devoted to the purposes of religion, 
of a sufficient magnitude long to preserve his roemory'from oblivion. 

Abu S&eid was very honorably disposed, through a sense of gratitude, 
to place the Vizzaurut in the hands of one of the surviving sons of the 
deceased minister ; but the 'two brothers quarrelling, and mutually 
charging, each other with corrupt and fraudulent practices, in the course 
®f their employment under their father’s ministry, the whole of the pro¬ 
perty accumulated by him, during a life of zealous service to thestate, 
was finally confiscated ; and instead of succeeding to the highest dig- 
jaities in the empire, the wretched brothers were both condemned •to 
•exist in obscurity and indigence. 

The vacant appointment was, upon this, conferred by the Sultan, 
upon Rokken-ud-dein S&ein, the son. of Zeiai-ul-mulk Maliommed ; 
the latter of whom had, held the office of Kauzy to the armies, either 
of S til tan Mahdmmed the Khaurezmian himself, or of some other of 
the last of that family. Eyer since lie had attained to years of discre- 
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A. II. 721 - 25 . tion, Rokken-ud-dein had served among the retainers attached to the 
A. D> 1824 - 2 -j. p erson 0 f Ameir Tchobaun, who had promoted and encouraged his 
IJabeil>-us- ear jy mer jt; and through whose influence he found himself now raised 
to the first civil dignity of the state. 

One of the daughters of Ameir Tchobaun, whose name was Bagh¬ 
dad Khautun, is described to have been a woman of exquisite beauty 
and attractions ; whose cheek surpassed the damask rose in bloom 
and freshness, and the brilliance of whose charming features eclipsed 
the lustre of the moon and stars. This masterpiece of nature’s work¬ 
manship had been married, in the seven hundred and twenty third of 
the Ilidjerah, to Ameir Sheikh Hussun, the son of Ameir Husseyne 
Gurekan, recently noticed : but, some time in the seven hundred and 
twenty fifth of the Hidjerah, it unfortunately happened that the young 
Sfiltan, then in his twentieth year, should have seen and become most vio¬ 
lently enamouredof this bewitching female, to such a degree, asitissaid, 
as to have been equally subdued in reason and in patience. Itisherestated 
to have been an article in the code of Jengueiz, that when the sover¬ 
eign evinced a predilection for the wife of any one of his good sub¬ 
jects, whatever his rank or dignity in the state, the husband was ex¬ 
pected immediately to divorce and send her to the imperial haram : 
and Abu Saeid, in one of the paroxysms of the delirium to which 
he was a prey, was induced to communicate, by a confidential person 
to Ameir Tchobaun, some hints of his attachment for his daughter, 
and of his expectation that it should be gratified w ithout delay. The 
reply which this haughty and powerful chieftain transmitted on the 
occasion, was, however, dictated by a jealousy of his honor, and 
a sentiment of indignation, but little consonant with the views of the 
Sultan ; although the latter found it expedient for the present not to 
disclose his disappointment, whatever unfavorable impressions the 
unaccommodating demeanor of Tchobaun had left upon his mind. 

These untow'ard-circumstances appear to have occurred at Oujaun 
about the close of the summer of seven hundred and twenty five; and 
as the winter drew near, Ameir Tchobaun, conceiving that by a separ¬ 
ation from its object, the Sfiltan might be able in some degree to ex¬ 
tinguish his unwarrantable passion, availed himself of the opportunity 
to remove his daughter and son in law, to Karabaugh, in the peninsu- 
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ia of the Kim anc^Oras ; while Abu Saeid, with whatever reluctance* A. II. 725. 
proceeded to pass the winter at Baghdad. But instead of diminishing, A - D - ia - a - 
this Constrained separation contributed to augment and confirm beyond Habeib-n*- 
controul, the delirium by which his faculties were by this time com* 8e ^ r ' 
pletely subdued. 

At a conjuncture thus critical, S&ein the Vezzeir, who had received 
on his advancement, or soon afterwards, the title of Nussret-ud-deiu, 
found means to discover the change which had taken place in the Sul¬ 
tan^ disposition towards Tchobaun ; and he availed himself without 
remorse of the occasion to detail to his master, in terms which were 
calculated to soothe hisdisappointedfeelings, every circumstance that 
was offensive, in the conduct of his early benefactor, and of his depen¬ 
dents and relatives. And he finished the delineation by bringing to 
the Sultan’s recollection, that every dirhem of the revenues of the em¬ 
pire was entirely at the discretion of this over grown subject; through 
whose exorbitant usurpation of.authority, neither minister, nor Ameir, 
nor noble of any class, possessed any longer the slightest influence in 
the state. These malevolent suggestions on the part of his Vezzeir, 
did not fail to sink deep into the mind of the young monarch ; and in 
addition to the distaste already occasioned on the subject of Baghdad 
Khautu^completeWfilled the measure of his aversion to Ameir Tcho¬ 
baun. 

Perceiving that Abu Saeid had, for several days, declined giving au¬ 
dience to hi? people, Tchobaun, in private ventured to express his 
surprise that any thing should be sufficient to produce in the breast of 
a monarch, whose power extended to the greater part of the habitable 
world, such serious disquietude, as that which appeared to have taken 
possession ofhim. The Sultan told him in reply, that havinglodged 
in his hands the entire authority of his government, he expected, as 
the least return, that his conduct would be so regulated as to secure 
the repose of his master, from every species of interruption ; yet, in 
truth, that the time was long since gone by, in which Ije had been 
allowed to pass his days as he could wish : and he finally expressed 
himself, in some respect dissatisfied with the conduct of his son Da- 
tnashk Khaujah, who at this period superintended the Sultan’s house¬ 
hold. Tchobaun quitted the pavilion of his master under considerable 
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perturbation of mind; arid immediately sending for bamashk, after 
describing what had just passed between them, proceeded to urge i n 
strong terms, the necessity of his discharging the duties ofhis employ¬ 
ment, with such unremitting zeal arid attention, that the merit of his 
^ervices with the SAltan might operate on an emergent occasion, to alle¬ 
viate the senseof a father’s errors ; but to beware that no i n temperate* or 
lllregulated proceedings on his part should bring a father’s life intO'jeo¬ 
pardy. Damashk protested, in reply, that every faculty of his mind: 
had been uniformly devoted to obey, and even to anticipate, the very 
slightest intimation of the Sultan’s pleasure ; an object to which he 
had long since sacrificed every gratification of hisown- Nevertheless* 
he could not forbear to acknowledge that he had for some time per¬ 
ceived a very obvious change in the behaviour of their sovereign ; and 
that he could ascribe it to no other eause than the malignity of S4eiu 
the Vezzeir. 

Having made this discovery, Ameir Tchobaun conceived the expe¬ 
dient of withdrawing himself for some time, from the Sultan’s presence; 
and, in order to secure a convenient opportunity of destroying him, 
contrived that the Vezzeir should accompany him. Accordingly at 
the return of spring, on the pretext that his appearance was immedi¬ 
ately necessary for the preservation of tranquillity in Khorassaun, he 
proceeded to that quarter, attended by the Vezzeir, and many other 
distinguished'persons, whom he chose to select on the occasion ; .Dam¬ 
ashk Khaujah being left, as before* in th,e superintendance oftheStil- 
J tan*s household. The young monarch, quitted Baghdad, about the 
same period, on his way to Sultauniah.. 

Tchobaun received,in fact, intelligenceonhis arrival'in Khorassaun-,. 
thatTermaslierin Khaun, the sixteenth.of the Tcheghatayan monarchs, 
was encamped in the territory of Kabfil, with the manifest design of 
invading his province. Tchobaun immediately dispatched his son 
Hussun, who will hereafter be better known to the reader, under the 
appellationtifSheikh Hussun Kotchuk (the lesser), with a division of 
the army under his orders, to oppose the execution, of this,design, 
apprized of the movement, Termasherin. on his part, advanced a nu¬ 
merous body of his troops, to give battle tq the son of Tchobaun 
arid a k§ry obstinate conflict shortly afterwards ensued iu the neigh*- 
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borhoodofGheznein, in which the Tcheghatayanswere finally defeated; 

AmeirHussun, when he had secured his victory, hastening to Ghez- 
nein, which heimmediately consigned topillage and slaughter. Among 
the excesses committed by the soldiery on this occasion, not the least 
offensive was their v violation of the mausoleum of Sultan Mahmftd t 
where they destroyed the library, barbarously trampling under foot 
the venerated pages of the Koran, and the other precious manuscripts. 
Having thus signalized his vengeance, Hussun rejoined his father in 
Khorassaun, some time before the conclusion of the year seven hun¬ 
dred and twenty six. 

In the meantime, notwithstandinghis father’s prudent admonitions, 
Damashk Khaujah proceeded to exhibit, in the exercise of his func¬ 
tions about the person of the Sultan, such an immoderate love of power,' 
and so totally usurped the authority of government, thatthere remained 
at last to his sovereign nothing but the name. This odious usurpa¬ 
tion, the young Sultan found so far to surpass his forbearance, that it 
is not surprising he should have made it in private the subject of com¬ 
plaint to those more intimately in his confidence. One of these, re¬ 
joicing in the opportunity of giving expression to the feelings of pri¬ 
vate malignity, directly disclosed to the prince, that an unwarrantable 
intercourse had for some time subsisted, between this imperious mayor 
of the palace, and one of the widows of the late Ouljaitu. AbuS&eid 
desired, upon this, that when the lover should next venture to visit 
his mistress, whose abode was within the castle of Sultauniah, the 
circumstance should be immediately made known to him. Of this 
an opportunity was not long wanting. Impelled by the violence of 
an over-ruling passion, Damashk Khaujah was discovered to have en¬ 
tered the forbidden precincts; and Abu Saeid, punctually informed of 
the sacrilegious intrusion, gave orders that he should be instantly put 
to death. Speh, however, was the habitual awe of his power with* 
which all were impressed, that uotoneman was found bold enough to 
carry the orders into execution. It happened just at this crisis, that the 
heads of several Kftrds, who had been executed for outrages on the high 
roads, should be brought to the presence of the Sultan ; and it very 
seasonably occurred to him, that these should be proclaimed as th’ei 
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A. 'H; f727. heads nf Ameir Tchobaun and his followers, put to death by one of the 

A. D. 1327- imperial generals, in Khorassaun. 

rubeib-us- The ^j e yi c ^ j, a j a u t j, e effect which it was intended to produce ; 

for Damashk was no sooner apprized of the appalling report, than his 
presence of mind forsook him. He immediately # quitted the castle ; 
and, accompanied by no more than ten persons, abandoned himself to 
his fears, of which he neither knew the cause nor the object. Two of 
the Sultan’s domestics, Messer Khaujah and AgaLtilti, were employed 
to pursue, and soon afterwards overtook the fugitive, although he was 
mounted on the fleetest horse in the stables of the race of Hhlaukd ; 
for his pursuers no sooner drew near, than, in spite of the efforts of his 
rider to spur him on, the animal stood stock still, and immoveable as 
the horse, or knight, on a chess board ; and to complete his misfortune, 
when, on finding that he must combat for existence, he endeavored to 
draw his sword, the blade by a similar fatality was not to be disengaged 
from the scabbard. Thus deprived both of the means of self defence, 
and further flight, he was overtaken by Messer Khaujah; who Was 
about to dispatch him without further ceremony, when his companion 
called out to him to forbear, since Damashk was not of a consideration 
so humble, as to be destroyed without the express and final commands 
of their sovereign. Messer hastened accordingly to the presence of 
the Sultan ; from whom he received a signet to be conveyed to. Aga 
Lulu, as his warrant for execution, and the existence of the devoted* 
captive was terminated without further demur. This event is stated 
to have occurred on the sixth of Shavaul of the seven hundred; andi 
twenty seventh of theHidjerah.* The vast property of the unfortu¬ 
nate chief was given upto.be pillaged by the-multitude ; and. many an 
individual, the most wretched mendicant in the streets, of Sultauniah 
in the morning, found himself by the e vening of the same, day, in a state 
of comparative opulence from bis. share in the treasures age umulated 
by the son of Tchobaun. , 

Having vindicated his supremacy by this severe exertion of his power, 
Abu S&eid proceeded to dispatch instructions to.the generals in Khor-, 
assauu, charging them to employ their utmost zeal and diligence, to 
the extirpation of Tchobaun and his adherents ip. that quarter; and 

•August 23d, A. D.132I. 
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Mandates to a similar effect were expedited at the same time to every A. H. 727 . 
other province of the empire, in order that not a vestige of this once A. D. 1327 . 
favorite and powerful family, might be suffered to remain on earth. Habeib-us- 
TheSfiltan, shortly afterwards, repaired in person-to Kazvein, where '' ? 
he had directed his troops to assemble with all possible expedition. 

The agent employed to convey the Sfiltan’s instructions into Kho- 
rassaun, found Ameir Tchobaun with the army of the province at 
Baudgheiss ; here said to be a dependency of Herat, as in other places 
we are toldoftheTehraunof Rey.and the Meraughah of Tebreiz. The 
Sultan’s orders were communicated in private to the Ameirs, to whom 
they had been addressed ; but, as it appeared on deliberation that an 
open attempt against the person and authority of Tchobaun, was at 
present impracticable, they proceeded immediately together to the pa¬ 
vilion of that chief, and apprized him, without reserve, of all that they 
had been required to execute ; totally disclaiming, at the same time, 
all concurrence in the death of his son. When the conference broke 
tip, at which he had received this afflicting and alarming disclosure, 
his eldest son Hussun represented to Tchobaun that it would be equally 
absurd and preposterous to calculate henceforwards on any measures 
of conciliation with the Sultan ; and that it was not less dangerous 
than imprudent, to place any reliance on the professions ofthe Ameirs. 

The plan of proceeding which he should therefore propose was, imme¬ 
diately to dispatch tboseof thegenerals whoseattachment to Abu S&eid 
was sufficiently notorious; and to demand the assistance oftheTche- 
ghatayan Sultans, for the final subjugation of, and the establishment 
of the authority of the family in, Khorassaun. These objects accom¬ 
plished, it would not be difficult to contend with the power of Abft 
S&eid, when he should approach the province; and ultimately toavenge 
in the centre of Ir&k the injuries with which he seemed disposed to 
overwhelm them. 

Too confident in the multitude of his troops, and in the energies of 
his own personal valour, this did not, however, accord with the bolder 
views of Ameir Tchobaun. “ What man in Irak,” exclaimed he with 
his natural arrogance, “is there that dares array himself in armsagainst 
“ me; nay who is there, thateven in thoughtcan endure the idea, much 
“ less form the design of supporting a serious conflict with me l” Then 
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requiring the attendance of Nussret-ud-dein Saein the Vezzeuywh.om 
he considered as the fermenting principle of these evils, he directed tho 
executioner to dispatch him without delay. The Vezzetr was thun¬ 
derstruck at the suddenness of his condemnation; but perceiving that 
there was little room for expostulation, he contented himself with de¬ 
siring the executioner to direct his blow so as to sever him exactly 
through the middle. Then fixing his eye stedfastly upon Tchobaun, 
heobservedto him—“let this spectacle remove thy confidence in the 
“ stability of worldly power ; by the sword hast thou attained it, and 
“ by the sword shall it be terminated.” 

Ameir Tchobaun now directed his march without further delay for 
Persian Ir«tk, at the head of seventy thousand horse, which at this pe¬ 
riod served under his standard ; having first exacted, from the generajs 
.who accompanied him, a solemn oath to be faithful to his interests. 
This oath, on his arriving at Semnaun, he conceived it however expe¬ 
dient that they should repeat in the presence of Sheikh Rokken-ud- 
dein Alla-ud-doulah, whom he prevailed upon, at the same time, Jo 
repair to the presence of Abu Saeid, for the purpose of mediating an 
accommodation ; stipulating for no other terms than that the individu¬ 
als concerned in the death of his son might be delivered into his hands. 
The Sheikh undertook his friendly office with cheerfulness, and he 
proceeded with all convenient dispatch to the camp of the young mon¬ 
arch ; by whom he was received with all the respect to which the re¬ 
puted sanctity of his character appears to have entitled him. His 
arguments to promote an accommodation with Tchobaun, proved how¬ 
ever totally unavailing, both the Sultan and his courtiers continuing 
unshaken in their resolution to proceed to extremities. The Sheikh 
returned therefore to communicate to Ameir Tchobaun the unsuccessful 
result of the conference ; neither did he now forbear to caution him, 
at his peril, to draw his sword, whatever his injuries, against the au¬ 
thority of his sovereign. 

The pride of Tchobaun had, however, not yet sustained any con¬ 
tingency to make him recede in the slightest degree from his purpose ; 
and be continued accordingly to advance, until he came to the station 
of Kouha, or Ibraubimabad, within one day’s march of the army of the 
Sultan. But here he experienced a fearful presage of what he was to 
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expect from the constrained attachment of the Ameirs, in the defection 
^fMahommed Beg Tchitchek, the maternal uncle of Abfi Saeid; who, 
notwithstanding the solemn engagement so recently repeated, went 
over, with other ^hiefs, and thirty thousand horse, to join the Sultan. 
’J'his appalling circumstance at once opened his eyes to the dangers 
which threatened him, and banished all confidence in the Ameirs who 
yet remained apparently attached to his standard ; and he drew off, 
without further deley through the desert, on his return towards Kho- 
rassaun. The whole of the subordinate chiefs with their followers 
immediately dispersed in different directions; and Tchobaun, having 
previously dismissed his consort, Sauty, or SaukyBeg, to avail herself 
of the protection of her imperial brother, continued his retreat with¬ 
out halting, to the banks of the Murghaub, or river of Merit; it being 
at first his intention to retire across the Oxus, to claim the protection 
of the Tcbeghatayan monarch. But having reached the Murghaub, 
without any further untoward contingency, he suddenly abandoned 
that design,and resolved to seek an asylum at Her&t, with Melek Ghey- 
auth-ud-dein, who is here said to have been brought up under his pat¬ 
ronage ; and from this he was not to be dissuaded by the most earnest 
expostulations and entreaties, on the part of his wifeD&lendy, another 
'of the daughters of Ouljkitift, who, in vain, conjured him to recollect 
the many instancesof flagitious perfidy, recorded of the raceofGuer- 
ret, particularly in the examples of Dauneshmund Bahauder, and 
Ameir Norouz. But the measure of Tchobaun’s destiny had now 
reached its consummation, and it was not to be averted by any precau¬ 
tions of human prudence. 

Proceeding to Herat, in conformity with the resolution thus fatally 
adopted, Ameir Tchobaun experienced on his arrival, from Gheyauth- 
ud-dein, in appearance at least, the strongest proofs of humanity, and 
of his regard for the claims of hospitality ; and who assigned him a place 
of residence w r orthy of those professions of attachment, and entire de¬ 
votion to his interests, which he did not cease to lavish upon him. At 
this very conjuncture, however, a letter from Abu Saeid was delivered 
to the prince of Herkt, which conveyed to him a proposal to put Tcho¬ 
baun to death; for which his wife Gurduntchein, together with the 
wealth of the Atabek of Farss,wouldbe the compensation. Forgetting at 
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once the ties of gratitude, and the sacred rights of hospitality, the- 
perfidious chief dispatched the executioner to take away the life of hi* 
guest. In the first emotions of surprise and horror, Tchobaun intreated 
an interview with his betrayer; but that indulgence being peremptorily 
denied him, he prepared himself with becoming resolution to meet his 
fate. He requested, however, that when the stroke of death should 
have been inflicted upon him, his last wishes might be attended toia 
three points. The first was, that his head might not be severed from 
the body; but that one of his fingers, which was remarkable forhaving 
two ends, might be taken off, and transmitted in its stead, as a proof 
that his career had been forever closed. The second was, that his son 
Jullao Khaun a child of great beauty and promise, the offspring of the 
princess Dulendy, another of the sisters of the Sultan recently menti¬ 
oned, might not be put to death, but sent to his uncle in Irak. The 
last was, that his body might be conveyed to Medeinah, to be depos¬ 
ited in the sepulchre which had been there long since erected by him 
for its reception. All this Gheyauth-ud-dein faithfully engaged to ful¬ 
fil, when he finally directed the executioner to dispatch him. 

In Mohurrim of the seven hundred and twenty eighth of the Hid- 
jerah,* therequisite proof of Tchobaun’s execution was received at the 
head quarters of the imperial army. In the winter of the same year, 
Gheyauth-ud-dein, on his way to claim from Abu Skeid the reward of 
his perfidy, became apprized that Baghdad Khautfin had been placed 
in the royal haram ; and had already established a very powerful influ¬ 
ence over the mind of her imperial paramour, which she was not very 
likely to exert to the advantage of her father’s murderer. Hence con¬ 
ceiving some alarm, he unaccountably dispatched one of his attend¬ 
ants back again into Khorassaun, with orders to put to death the in¬ 
nocent Jull&o Khaun, which were very punctually executed. Ghey¬ 
auth-ud-dein then continued his journey to court, which he found at 
this period at Kirabaugh of Arran. In consequence of the recent ex¬ 
altation ofBaghd&d Khautun, his reception was not the most flatter¬ 
ing to his hopes. He was in fact, placed under some kind of restraint, 
until the bodies of Ameir Tchobaun and Jull&o Khaun, which he had 
been directed to send for to Her&t, arrived at Oujaun. The sum of 

* November, A. £>. 1327. 
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fibrty thousand dinaurs was then added by the Sultan, to furnish cano¬ 
pies, or palls, of suitable magnificence for the coffins of the departed 
chief and his murdered son ; and they were by hisordersboth committed in 
particular charge to the pilgrims proceeding toMekkah; with instruc¬ 
tions to convey them finally to Medeinah for sepulture, in conformity 
with the dying request ofTehobaun. The remains of that chief, and 
his child were accordingly conductedby the Hadjies through the whole 
routine, of the pilgrimage, and ultimately consigned to the grave, by 
the side of Imaum Hussun at Medeinah it being considered a vio¬ 
lation of that respect which was due to the memory of the prophet, to 
open any graves in the sanctuary of his mosque, in, or near which, 
Tchobaun had caused his mausoleum to be erected. 

Ameir Tchobaun is described to have been a man of great integrity 
and firmness of mind ; to have devoted himself with uniform zeal to 
the exercise of the duties of his religion; and to have left, on the roads 
to Syria and Egypt such memorials of his magnificent spirit, as to have 
obliterated, in a great degree, the fame of the most splendid and cele¬ 
brated structures of the ancient Persian empire. He is lastly said to 
have conducted to the sacred city of Mekkah an abundant supply of 
water, which from a desart changed the neighborhood of the place to 
a scene of flourishing cultivation. 

To leave nothing unrecorded of a person who has engrossed so ex¬ 
tensive a share in the subject of these pages, the author proceeds to de¬ 
liver, in brief, an account of his nine sons and their descendants. The 
eldest of these was Ameir Hussun recently spoken of, who had also 
three sons, Taulesh, Iladjy Beg, and GUouje Husseyne. Taulesh had 
enjoyed, for some time, under the authority of AbuSaeid, the govern¬ 
ment of Isfahaun and Farss ; and at the period of Ameir Tchobaun’s 
disastrous return into Khorassaun, accompanied his father into the 
province of Mazanderaun; from whence they proceeded together into 
Khaurezm, to claim the protection of Kutlugh Teymur, the governor 
of the province under the authority of the Khaun of the O Uzbeks. By 
the assistance of that officer, they were enabled to prosecute their jour¬ 
ney to the court of his sovereign, by whom they were immediately ad¬ 
vanced to some of the most distinguished employments under his go¬ 
vernment. JSeing ultimately dispatched with an army to reduce Tchir- 
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kess,or Circassia, Ameir Hussun received in the course of the service, 
a wound in his shoulder of which he died. His son Taulesh expired 
by a natural death, about the same period. Of the two other sons, 
Hadjy Beg was poisoned by his cousin german, Sheikh Hussun Kou- 
tchek; and Ghouje Husseyrie perished also by a violent death, through 
the direction of Suliman Khaun of the race of Yeshmowut the son of 
Hfllaukh, as will be seen hereafter. 

The second son of Tchobaun was Teynihr Taush ; the ambitious 
governor of Rume formerly adverted to, as having aspired at indepen¬ 
dent power. When intelligence reached him of his father’s disgrace 
ahd death, he happened to be at Sivauss, in the same province ; and 
having immediately shut himself up in one of, the strong holds of the 
country, he might perhaps conceive that, for some time at least, his 
person'would be sufficiently secure from danger ; but on a more deli¬ 
berate view of circumstances, he collected his property, which is re¬ 
presented as enormous, and sought an asylum with Melek Nausser, 
Sultan of Egypt. Here, by a liberal distribution of his wealth, he 
acquired among the higher classes of the natives, such distinguished 
popularity, that his protector, after treating him for some time with 
great kindness and attention, became at last jealous lest his growing 
influence might endanger his own authority; and he embraced an early 
opportunity to put him to death. His head was transmitted to Abh 
S&eid; by whom it was received, while in summer quarters at Oujaun, 
in Shavaul of the seven hundred and twenty eighth of the Ilidjerah.* 
Teymur Taush left four sons, of whom Ameir Sheikh Hussun Kou- 
tchek, and Melek Ashruf, will be sufficiently distinguished in the suc¬ 
ceeding pages. 

The fate of the third son, Damashk Khaujah, has been already des¬ 
cribed. He left four daughters, one of whom, Dilshaud Khautfln, 
celebrated by the muse of Khaujah Suliman Sawjy, became at a sub¬ 
sequent period the wife of Abu Saeid. 

The fourth son of Tchobaun was Ameir Mahmud, who presided in 
Gurjestaun ; and who was taken and put to death by the Abusaeidian 
generals, in the same year that proved fatal to the father. He left se¬ 
veral children, all of whom perished either by poison or the sword, 
through the animosity of their relative Sheikh Hussun Koutchek. 

•August, 1328. 
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These four sons were by the same mother with Baghdad Khautun. A. H. 729-3-2 

The fifth son was Jullao Khaun recently noticed to have been per- A. D. 1328-3 2 
fidiously put to death by Gheyauth-ud-dein, prince of Her&t. Habeib-us- 

The sixth was Seyurghaun, or Seyuraga, whose mother was the sejr * 
princess Sauty or Sauky Beg, the daughter of Ouljaitu, and sister of 
Abft Saeid. 

The seventh, eighth, and ninth, were Seyfigu Shaud, Yaughy Baus- 
sety, or.Pausty, and Norouz, allrthree by one mother; and they will 
separately be brought under the attention of the reader in a future page. 

Resuming the narrative, we are informed that notwithstanding the 
deadly aversion which he entertained for the rest of the family, his 
passion for Baghdad Khautfin continued to rule, with undiminished 
and uncontroulable violence in the bosom of the Sultan ; and he at 
last employed the intervention of one of his Kauzies, of the name of 
Mubaurek Shah, by whatever arguments he thought most advisable, 
to prevail upon Shaikh Hussun the Eylekhaunian, to accede to his 
wishes, and consent to a separation from his wife. Conscious of his 
inability to contend with despotic authority, and ofthe personal danger 
to be apprehended from resistance, the envied husband submitted to 
part with her w’ho was the delight and pride of his existence. At the 
expiration ofthe prescribed period, the Sultan proceeded to espouse 
the repudiated beauty, and she became at once the partner of his bed 
and throne ; and the influence which she ohtained, in consequence, in 
the administration of the government, restored, in some degree, the 
fortunes of the family of Tchobaun. 

Baghdad Khauthn appears, at all events, to have retained her power 
over the Sultan’s affections unimpaired, until the seven hundred and 
thirty second of the llidjerah ; when he was persuaded by the sugges¬ 
tions of private malevolence into a belief, that she continued to hold a 
clandestine intercourse with her former husband. In the first moments 
of irritation, orders were issued that the unfortunate Ameir Hussun 
should be immediately put to death ; although he was preserved for a 
more exalted destiny, through the intercession of his mother, who was the 
monarch’s aunt. He was, however, imprisoned in the fortress of 
Kaukh, and the suspected Kbautun banished from all correspondence 
with her imperial consort. But, some time afterwards, discovering 
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that she had “been basely traduced by her calumnfators, the Shltan res¬ 
tored her to his favor, and the government of R&me, or Anatolia, was 
conferred on the injured Ameir Hussun. 

The circumstances attending the administration of Gheyauth-ud- 
dein Mahommed, the son of the late Vezzeir Reshid-ud-dein Fazzel- 
ullah ; the conspiracy set on foot by Naurein Toghai the son of Key- 
bouka Nuyan, and other powerful Ameirs, in order to destroy the 
minister, with Baghdad Khautun, and eventually the Sflltan himself, 
had it not been defeated principally through the personal vigilance and 
energy of the monarch; together with other Jess important matters 
which occupy the remaining periods of the reign of Abft S&eid, would, 
in interest, scarcely compensate the labour of detail. We shall there¬ 
fore, with little regret, and without further taxing the indulgence of 
the reader, pass on at once to the seven hundred and thirty sixth of the 
Hidjerah. 

About the close of the summer ofthat year, which had been remark¬ 
able for the excessive heat of the season, reports conveyed to him of 
the approach towards that frontier, of the armies of Keptchauk, neces¬ 
sarily drew the attention of the Shltan to the banks of the KiYrr ; and! 
he was accordingly on his march in that direction, when his health 
became suddenly and seriously affected. At the expiration of a fort¬ 
night, the complaint appearing, however, to give way to the efforts of 
medical skill, he ventured, like his father, to make a premature use of 
his bath, which produced a violent relapse of hi? disorder. Some of 
his physicians conceiving a suspicion that he had been poisoned, pro¬ 
ceeded to prescribe such remedies as the case seemed to require. Every 
application proved, however, unsuccessful. The young Sflltan was 
seized, in spite of all their skill, with the agonies of dissolution, and 
expired on the thirteenth of the latter Rebbeia of the seven hundred 
and thirty sixth of the Hidjerah,* in the neighborhood ofKStrabaugh; 
at the age of thirty years and six months, and after having wielded the 
sceptre of Hulauka, with considerable glory, fora period of eighteen 
years seven months and sixteen days. 

According to some statementin the preliminary to the Zuffurnamah,. 
it would appear that towards the concluding period of his life,. Abu 
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Saeid had transferred his affections to Dilshaud Khautun, the daugh- A. H. iss. 
ter of Damashk Khaujah, whom, with the usual facility, he proceeded A. D. 1335 . 
to enrol among his wives; and on this, finding her influence declining, Habeib-us- 
that Baghdad Khautftn in a fit of revenge and jealousy, dared to admin- sejr * 
ister poison to her royal husband, which was, therefore, considered the 
actual causeof his premature death. It is, nevertheless, equally strange 
and unaccountable that all historians should so blindly agree in represent¬ 
ing both Baghdad, Khautun and Dilshaud, as the wives of Abu Saeid 
at the same time; although it could not have escaped them, that a 
connection by marriage with the aunt and the niece together, is strictly 
proscribed by the laws of the Koran; and that Abu S£teid was an or¬ 
thodox Mussulman, does not appear to be at all questioned. In this 
view it would seem more consistent with probability, that the Sultan 
should have first dissolved his union with Baghdad Khautun by re¬ 
gularly putting her away, and then only to have espoused her niece; 
all which is, possibly, noticed by the author, in order, by evincing the 
impracticability of executing such a design, to remove from that prin¬ 
cess the foul and horrible stigma of having destroyed her husband. 

The remains of the Sultan were conveyed to the metropolis of Sul- 
tauniah, ’and deposited, witbthe usual solemnities, in astructureerected 
for the purpose by himself in the outskirts of that place. 

Among the most respectable of the contemporaries of Abu S&eid, 
we cannot omit to mention the celebrated Sheikh Soffy-nd-dein Arde- 
beily; the ancestor of the Seffuides or imperial race of Seffy , extin¬ 
guished by Nadir Shah, in the former part of the eighteenth century. 

By the sanctity of his character, and the unblemished purity, and be¬ 
nevolence of his life and manners, he had contrived to establish, amidst 
the distractions which pervaded his country, so powerful an influence 
over the minds of men, that the very Tartars, with all their ferocity 
and disregard to the dictates of humanity, are said to have yielded an 
extraordinary deference to his commands. He was the ancestor in the 
sixth degree, of Shah Issm&eil Seffy the first, the founder of the mon¬ 
archy in this family. 

'Another who flourished during the reign of Abu Saeid, was Ilam- 
dullah ul Mustouffv, the son of Abi Bukker, the Kazvinian, author of* 
the Tarikh gftzeklah and Nuzzehet-ul-kfilloub, (recreations for the 
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heart),both highly esteemed performances in the cast. He wa^ar clerlr 
or secretary, in theofficesofthe learned Vezzeir Reshid-ud-dein Fazzek- 
ullah, and his son Gheyauth-ud-dein Mahommed ; to the latter of 
whom, he inscribed his work the Tarikh guzeidah, which is brought 
down to the seven hundred and twenty ninth of the Hidjerah ; and 
which, considering the sources from whence he had an opportunity of 
deriving his information, would seem entitled to a more than ordinary 
degree of our confidence, were it possible to conceive an Asiatic of 
that age capable of delivering to posterity a faithful and impartial re¬ 
view of events. His brother, Fakher-ud-dein Futtah-ullah, was not 
less distinguished for his genius and learning. 

It is, lastly, not to be forgotten that the year, in which the glories 
pfthe race of Jengueiz in Iran expired with Abu Saeid, (fpr the fleet¬ 
ing pageants subsequently exhibited on the throne, are scarcely worth 
the record of history) gave birth to the invincible TeymCir ; an event, 
which took place at Kesh, sometimes denominated the grefen city, or 
the city of verdure, between Samarkand and Nakhsheb, on the twenty 
fifth of the month of Shabaun ;* about the period at which our third 
Edward was preparing for his glorious expedition into France. 

M&ezz-ud-dein Arpa Kiiaun, tenth of the Persian monarchs of 
the race of Jengueiz. 

This prince was a descendant from Artekbouka, one of the sons of 
Tuly Khaun, and previous to his elevation bore the name of Arpa Ka>- 
wun. In consequence of the declaration of the late Sftltan, that there 
remained no person of the line of Hulaukfl qualified tosustain thefuncti- 
onsofthe imperial dignity, and that the importanttrust therefore necessar¬ 
ily devolved to ArpaKawun, a message wasdispatched by Gheyauth-ud- 
dein the Vezzeir, as soon as the Sultan was perceived to be in the ago¬ 
nies of death, to invite that prince from the private residence of his 
family, to take possesion of the splendor of a throne. The new monarch 
reached the imperial encampment, on the day subsequent to that on 
which his predecessor had expired; and was immediately seated in so¬ 
vereign power, with the usual Moghul formalities. 

In addressing the Ameirs of the empire the day after his accession, 
Arpa Khaun is described to have stated to them, that he was not, like 

* April 8th A. D. 1338 
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the SAItans his predecessors, a man devoted to the sensual enjoyments 
of life ; that instead of a tiara and girdle, of gold and gems, a cap of felt, 
and belt of woollen, would best accord with his simple habits: and that, 
for a mild and moderate government on his part, he should expect a 
reciprocal harmony and conformity to law, on the part of his armies. 
He then confirmed to the several Ameirs, and officers of state, the dig¬ 
nities which they had held under the authority of Abu S&eid ; and the 
ensuingFriday,hereceived from them by acclamation the title of Muezz- 
ud-dein-wa-ud-dunnia—the monarch who reflects lustre upon his re¬ 
ligion, and upon the age in which he lives. And in truth without 
exaggeration, observes the author, the robe of imperial authority would 
have derived no ordinary gplendorfrom his person and character, were 
it not that when he became invested with it, the fortune of the empire, 
was already in astateof rapid decline; and that an adverse destiny denied, 
to a just and benevolent prince that opportunity for the display of his 
virtues, which they eminently deserved. 

Notwithstanding all that might be intended to be conveyed by this 
remark, Arpa Khaun was scarcely well seated on his throne, before he 
conceived a suspicion that untilthose who possessed the confidence of 
hispredecessor were removed, hisown power would never acquire perma¬ 
nent stability; and his earliest attention was accordingly directed to re¬ 
lieve himself from his apprehensions on this head. Thefirstwhofella vic¬ 
tim to thissuspicious policy,was theprincessBaghdadKhautun; whom 
he condemned to die on the charge of having poisoned her husband, 
and of encouraging the designs of the Khaun of the Ouzbeks, who. 
had about this period entered Shirvaun. She was accordingly dis¬ 
patched in her bath, by Khaujah Lulu, one of the eunuchs of the Serai,- 
or women’s palace, towards the end of the latter Rebbeia.* Arpa 
Khaun then proceeded in the midst of winter, across the Kurr to give, 
battle to the Ouzbek monarch, whom he totally defeated; after which 
returning in triumph to his capital, he espoused the princess Sauty 
or Sauky Beg, the widow of Ameir Tchobaun, and sister of the late 
Sultan. 

While he was yet solemnizing his nuptials with this lady, on the 
suspicion of having concealed one of the descendants of Hulauku as a 

* December 1335. 

4 R 4 


A. H. 736. 
A. D. 1335. 

Habeib-uv 

seyr. 



A. II, 730. 
A. D.1336. 

Habeib-us- 

seyr. 


676 

cover for future revolt, he seized and executed Ameir MahmAd Shah 
Aynju ; and Towukkel Kutlugh, of the line ofOugt&i K&an, with two 
most promising youths his children, was condemned to suffer the same 
fate. Ameir MAss&oud, and Abu Ishauck, the sons of Ameir Mah¬ 
mud Shah, contrived however to escape from Tebreiz ; the former to 
Rume, where he claimed the protection of Ameir Sheikh Hussun the 
Eylkhaunian,and the latter into Diaurbekir, to Ameir Ally B&idft Shah, 
who had declared himself hostile to the government of Arpa Khaun. 
On the other hand, Ameir Eyss Kutlug, and Sultan Shah the son of 
Neikrouz, with some other chiefs who had been imprisoned under the 
authority of Abu Saeid, now found themselves by some means or other 
at large, and attached themselves to the service of the new sovereign ; 
but an habitual turbulence of disposition did not admit of their for¬ 
bearing to encourage the spirit of revolt and sedition, which was at this 
period bursting forth in every quarter of the empire. In the mean 
time, Dilshaud Khautun also, who was pregnant by the late Sftltan, 
fled to Ally B&idu Shah in Diaurbekir ; while Khaujah Lftlft hastened 
to apprize him, on the part of his sister Hadjy Ivhautun, the mother 
of Abu Saeid,ofthehostile designs ofArpaKhaun, althoughshe had but 
recently concurred in his elevation. All which, united with the ani- 
mctsity derived from his ancestor, who was engaged during the reign of 
the emperor Kublai, in perpetual hostilities with Artekbouka, who 
held a similar relation of ancestry to the new monarch, at last confirmed 
Ally B&idft Shah in his design of raising Mussa Khaun the grandson 
ofBAidA Khaun, to the throne, in opposition to the established author¬ 
ity of Arpa Khaun. 

Confiding in the strength of his armies to support the claims which 
he had thus determined to assert, Ameir Ally BAidu Shah finally ad¬ 
vanced in considerable force from Diaurbekir towards Azerbaijaun ; 
^vhile Arpa Khaun, reposing in the counsels and experience of his min¬ 
ister, Gheyauth-ud-dein Mahommed, hastened with equal resolution 
to vindicate the rights of established authority, and to oppose his ad¬ 
versaries in the field of battle. During the reciprocal approach of the 
armies, Gheyauth-ud-dein received, by a deputation from the chiefs of 
the adverse party, a proposal to compromise the dispute, by confer¬ 
ring upon Ally BaidA Shah, the dignity of Ameir-ul-umra, or captain 
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|;en^ral of the empire ; which was however rejected with haughty dis- A. H. 73d. 
dain, by the Vezzeir. At the same crisis the expedient was suggested, A ‘ p ~ 133S * 
hy Arpa Khaun, of cutting off such of the commanders in his train, Habeib-u*- 
as he had reason to suspect of favoring the interests of the enemy ; in * J * 
which, with a magnanimity deserving of a better fate, the minister also 
refused to concur, alleging that he considered their existence or non¬ 
existence, their attachment or hostility, as equally unimportant in the 
scale. 

On Wednesday the nineteenth of Ramzaun,* in the neighborhood 
of a station called Tcheghtu, the adverse armies came to battle ; but 
Eysskutlugh, and Sultan ShahNeikrouz, deserting thestandardof Arpa 
Khaun in the heat of the action, and going over to the enemy, victory 
finally declared for Mussa Khaun, and the Ameirswho supported his 
claims. The vanquished monarch and his minister fled in different 
directions ; but being closely pursued, the minister was taken at Mer- 
aughah, and immediately conveyed to the presence of Ally Baidfi Shah, 
who treated him with respect and compassion, and seemed, otherwise 
disposed to spare his life; but the associated Ameirs uniting to urge 
bis indispensable destruction, that just, learned, and accomplished 
statesman was condemned, on the twenty third of the same month of 
Ramzaun,f to perish by the sword of the executioner. Arpa Khaun 
was, a few days afterwards, also seized in the territory of Senjauss, and 
brought to Oujaun ; where by the direction of Mussa Khaun, or his 
party, he was delivered over to the sons of Ameir Mahmud Shah Ayn- 
ju, who did not fail to retaliate upon him with rigid severity, the 
death of their father. Arpa Khaun was thus cut off, on the third of 
Shavaul of the seven hundred and thirty-sixth of the Hidjerah4 after 
a short and turbulent reign of five months and thirteen days. 

Mussa Khaun, the son of Ally Khaun, and grandson of Baidu 
Khaun, eleventh of the Persian monarchs of the race Jengueiz. 

Having terminated the career of Arpa Khaun, in the manner just 
related, Ameir Ally Baidfi Shah proceeded without further obstacle, 
t© place Mfissa Khaun on the throne of Hftlauku. He conferred the 
office of Vezzeir on Ameir Hadjy the son of Tauj-ud-dein the Shir- 
vaunian; reserving, however, to himself, the unlimited exercise of the 
* May 1st, 1336, t May 5th, J May 15th. 
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sovereign power. But, as this conduct evinced a disposition to exclude 
the great Ameirs of the empire from the influence to which they pre¬ 
tended in the management of affairs, they.became very early disgusted 
with his administration, and withdrew from all public employment; 
resolved, at the same time, to avail themselves of the first convenient 
opportunity to declare against, and punish this inordinate ambition of 
rule. The usurpation of Ally Baidu Shah, and the predominance of 
his tribe, that of O w&iraut, did not experience a much better reception 
in the more distant provinces. Ameir Hadjy Toghai suddenly quitted 
Diaurbekir, and withdrew into Anatolia ; where he joined Sheikh 
Hussun theEylkhaunian, who was, it is to be recollected, the uncle’s 
son of Abu S&eid, and whom he finally prevailed upon to oppose the 
authority of Mussa Khaun, and his more ambitious minister. 

In order to give to his proceedings the colour of justice, Ameir 
Sheikh Hussun conceived it expedient to invest Mahommed Khaun, 
a descendant in the third or fourth degree from Mangfi Teymfir, the 
son of Hulauku, with the royal authority ; and having resolved with¬ 
out further delay on an attempt to take possession of the Persian em¬ 
pire, soon afterwards approached the frontiers of Azerb&ijaun. On 
the other hand, Ally Baidfi Shah, with Mfissa Khaun the instrument 
of his ambition, hastened to oppose the invasion; and on the fourteenth 
of Zilhudje,* at the station of Nosheher, a dependency on Alatauk, 
the rival powers prepared to bring their claims to a decision. Before, 
however, he committed his fortunes to the uncertain issue of a battle. 
Ally B&idu Shah, whose thoughts appeared directed to obtain his ob¬ 
ject rather by stratagem than open force, conveyed a message to Ameir 
Sheikh Hussun,intimating that, as the two monarchs were engaged in 
a particular quarrel of their own, he saw no absolute necessity that 
their ministers, who were but remotely concerned, should be person¬ 
ally their associates in the blood about to be drawn. What he there¬ 
fore proposed was, that both he and Sheikh Hussun should remain 
quiet spectators, apart from the conflict, while the principals in the 
dispute, decided their claims before them ; and that, when the victory 
was determined, they should both submit to the conqueror. 


•July 24t!’, 1338. 



#70 

Acceding to the proposal, Sheikh Hussun with two thousand of A. It. 7a J. 
the-best soldiers, drew off accordingly, and took poston a neighbor- a. D-133«. 
ing eminence which overlooked the field of battle. But the residue Habeib us- 
of the armies were no sooner engaged, than, either alarmed at a move- scjr * 
ment, the object ofwhich it had, possibly, not been thought expedient 
to explain to him, or through some other apprehension of personal dan¬ 
ger, Mahommed Khaun suddenly abandoned the field to his adver¬ 
sary ; and Ally B&idut Shah, unmindfulof the fantastic changes with 
which a capricious fortune is frequently’disposed to surprise her vo¬ 
taries, conceiving that the victory was no longer doubtful, descended 
from the eminence, on which he had taken post according to agree¬ 
ment; and pitching his tents on thekianksof the river which intersected 
the adjoining plain, proceeded without further concern or precaution 
to enjoy the luxury of the refreshing stream, Ameir Sheikh Hussun 
determined without hesitation to avail himself of the advantage thus 
incautiously thrown in his way ; and rushing, sword in hand, among 
the troops so culpably exposed to destruction, easily succeeded in cut¬ 
ting them to pieces. Intelligence of the disaster was soon commun¬ 
icated to Mussa, who now fled in his turn, after having sustained his 
precarious authority for about two months and nine days ; while Ma¬ 
hommed Khaun hastened back to reap the fruits of a victory to which 
he had so ill contributed. 

' Mahommed Khaun, the son of Youlkutlugh, the son of Anbar- 
tchei, the son of Mangu Teymfir, son of Hulaukfi Khaun, twelfth of 
the Persian monarchs of the race of Jengueiz. 

Ameir AllyBkidh Shah having perished in the confusion, and Mfts- 
sa Khaun having disappeared in consequence of the recent conflict, 

Ameir Sheikh Hussun proceeded to seat Mahommed Khaun on the 
throne of Hfilauku, at Oujaun ; and among his arrangements to pro¬ 
vide for the security of the government, he determined to restore to 
favor and employment, the yet surviving branches of the family-of of t h e Perso. 
Gheyauth-ud-dein the late minister; and to retaliate in some degree, \jenguizians. 
the injury which he had sustained from Abfi Saeid, in the compul¬ 
sory separation from his wife, he availed himself of the earliest opportu¬ 
nity, after theestablishment ofhispowe'r, to consolehimselfin theembra- 
ces of Dilshaud Khautfin, the surviving-widow of that monarch. But, 
while he was yet engaged in the festivities attending the celebration 
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of his nuptials, the turbulent spirit of the nobles was already at work 
to contrive the means of his degradation ; and many of them, the most 
distinguished in rank and reputation, immediately betook themselves 
with that view, to the remoter provinces of the empire, in order to en¬ 
courage the plans of hostility and disaffection. 

Of these, Ameir Ally Jauffer directed his course for Khorassaun ; 
where, on his arrival, he experienced no great difficulty in persuad¬ 
ing Ally, the son of Ameir Ally Koustchei, (the archer) and the other 
officersin authority, that the provinces of Ir&k and Azerb&ijaun might 
be wrested from the Eylekhaunian, with the utmost facility. Having 
been brought to concur in this belief, and having provided themselves 
with a proper pageant, the third now on foot at the same time, to cover 
their designs, in the person of Togha Teymfir Khaun, a descendant in 
the sixth degree from Jujy Kessaur the brother of Jengueiz, whom 
they invested with the sovereign dignity, the Ameirs of Khorassaun 
proceeded with a powerful army towards AzerMijaun ; and in Shabaun 
of the seven hundred and thirty seventh of the Hidjerah,* they appeared 
before Sultauniah, having made themselves master of the whole of the 
surrounding territory. 

Apprized of their designs, Ameir Sheikh Hussun on the other hand, 
made the best of his way from Tehreiz, into the peninsula of Arran ; 
where he formed an alliance with the princess Sauky, or Sauty Beg, in 
behalf of her infant son Seytrr Aga, now scarcely two years old. After 
which he prepared with the accession of support thus acquired to his. 
cause, to chastise the enormities which the Khorassaunians'were com¬ 
mitting in Azerbaijaun. In the mean time these had also- been joined 
by the fugitive Mussa Khaun, and they now proceeded in conjunc¬ 
tion, in quest of the Eylekhaunian; whom they found ready to oppose 
them on the banks of the Guerrah-roud. In the middle of the month 
of Zilkaudah of the year seven hundred and thirty seven,* the ad¬ 
verse armies came to a battle ; but Togha Teymur Khaun, with a de¬ 
generacy unworthy of his warlike extraction., quirting the field before 
the troops were yet fairly engaged, and retiring towards Khorassaun, 
his associate Mussa Khaun was left to combat alone against the supe¬ 
rior skill of Ameir Hussun; until the slaughter of great numbers of bis 
* March 1337. + June, A. D. 1337. 
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followers, and of the Ow&iraut clans in particular, compelled him also H. 737. 

to consult his safety by flight, many ofthe Ameirs throwing themselves 1. -1 

for protection into one of the fortresses in the neighborhood. Not long Habe,b us ' 
afterwards, MAssa Khaun was taken among the defiles of Hazaurabt 
and put to death on the tenth of Zilhudje ;* the day of the feast of sa¬ 
crifice among the pilgrims at Mekkah. This was followed by the en¬ 
tire dispersion of the Ameirs ofthe party, and of the fugitives who had 
taken shelter in the fortress just alluded to. 

On reaching the vicinity of Bostaum, Togha Teymur Khaun was 
joined by Arghun Shah, one of the sons of Ameir Norouz Ghauzzy, 
who had prudently declined engaging with the Khorassaunian chiefs 
in the recent expedition ; and at that place, on the same day that was 
destined for the execution of Mussa Khaun, the tenth of Zilhudje, To- 
ghaTeymur, on somegroundless suspicion, caused Ameir Sheikh Ally, 
one of the most distinguished leaders ofthe expedition, to be perfidi¬ 
ously put to death ; so that at one and the same period, relieved from 
the hostility of two of the most formidable of his adversaries, the Eyle¬ 
khaunian, for the nominal sovereign appears to have been used merely 
as the stalking horse of his ambition, found himself in almost un¬ 
disputed possession, of the whole of Azerbkijaun and Ir&k. The Viz- 
zaurut was now conferred by him on Shums-ud-dein Zekkareia, the 
nephew and son in law of Gheyauth-ud-dein Mahoinmed the Reslii- 
dian ; and early in the year seven hundred and thirty eight, the power 
ofthe Eylekhaunian was further confirmed by the death of the Ameirs 
Mahmud £ysskutlftgh, and Kerenje, two of the most inveterate agi¬ 
tators of these turbulent scenes ; who were both killed in the disguise 
of S6fyism, in which they had hoped for fome time to elude the ven¬ 
geance of their enemies. 

That same year, however, in the person of Sheikh Hussun the son 
of TeyitiAr Taush, to w hom authors have in general assigned the ap¬ 
pellation of Sheikh Hussun Ivoutehek, (in order to distinguish iim 
from his rival, who is called Sheikh Hussun Buzurg—the greater) pro¬ 
duced an adversary to the power of the Eylekhaunian, far more for¬ 
midable than any thing to which it had hithertobeenopposed. Thischief, 
on the retreat of his father into Egypt, in the manner formerly noticed, 
had contrived to secure himself insome part of the Anatolian province, 

•'July 9fit, 1337. 
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and, abotft $he -period at which the narrative is now arrived, like t}>e 
rest of his contemporaries, yielded to the spirit of ambition which 
spemed to expand itself in every bosom. Conceiving,also that hia 
plans would be.less invidiously carried on in the name of another, and 
discovering in a slave of Turkish extraction of the name of K&r^jqry, 
a very striking resemblance to his father, Teymfi* Taush, he immedi¬ 
ately arrayedhim in splendid attire, and circulated the report, that that 
distinguished chieftain was yet alive, and had recently been restored to 
Iris family; and in order to obtain the more implicit belief fpr the as¬ 
sertion, he prevailed upon his own mother to cohabit with the impostor, 
and in every respect condescended to treat him as if he considered him 
in the revered and actual relation of a father. . - 

. When the rumour became public in Azerb&ijaun and Ir&k,theOw&ir- 
aut Ameirs, and many of the principal officers of the army,, who had 
never been thoroughly reconciled to theauthorityofSheikh Hussunthe 
Eylekhaunian, suddenly quitted his standard, and went over to that 
of the grandson of Tehobaun ; and the latter, having by this time com¬ 
pleted the necessary warlike equipments, in great perfection and abun¬ 
dance, no longer delayed to advance towards Azerbkijaun, at the head 
of a numerous and formidable army. The Eylekhaunian, accompa¬ 
nied by Mahommed Khaun, hastened.to meet the inyadep; and on the 
twentieth of Zilhudje of the year seven hundred and thirty eight,* in 
the neighborhood of Alatauk, the hostile.armies arrived in the presence 
of each-other. While the troops were preparing for battle, Sheikh 
JHussun the Tchobaunian, who is described as possessing an inven¬ 
tion singularly fertile jin expedients, put in practice the following de¬ 
vice,, in order to awaken a mutual jealousy among the generals of the 
enemy. He caused a large fire to be made at some distance apart from 
the field of battle, to impress his adversaries with the belief that, it was 
a preconcerted signal, exhibited in consequence of the understanding 
yrhjjchhe had established with some of tfie chiefs in their camp; anjl 
in fact, the action had no sooner commenced, than Hhsseyne the son 
of Mahmud, the Tchobaunian, went directly over tp the sideiofhis 
cousin german. In consequence of this defection, at a moment so cri¬ 
tical, the suspicions of the Eylekhaunian became seriously alarmed 
and he fled without further effort, towards Tebrejz ; while fylahomme^i 

* July 0th, 1338. 
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Khaun, falling into the hands oftheTchobauniau,waS immediately cut A. H. 758. 
off in the bloom of youth, after he had enjoyed his circumscribed A ‘ P ' 1338 ‘ 
and precarious authority, for a period something short of two years. H.'beib-us- 
Sheikh Hussun Tchobauny and his adherents, now proceeded to * eyT ’ 
exercise without remorse, every species of oppression and violence 
throughoutthe provinces oflr&k and Azerbaijaun ; but,the pretended 
Teymfkr Taush, considering that so long as Sheikh Hussun was in ex¬ 
istence, he would be permitted to derive but unsubstantial advantage 
from the character which had been imposed uppn him, watched an 
opportunity, and plunged his poniard into the side of his adopted son. 

The blow fellshort, however, of its intended effect; and Sheikh Hussun 
^withdrawing immediately into Georgia, there united himself to the 
party of the princess Sauky Beg, the widow of his grandfather, and her 
son Seyfirghaun, or Seyuragba, after candidly disclosing the secret of 
the recent imposture. The fabeTeymur Taush proceeded in themean 
time towards Tebreiz, where .being entirely defeated in a battle with 
Sheikh Hussun the Eylekhaunian, he thence fled with the shattered 
remains of his army towards Baghdad. 

The princess Sauty or Sauky Beg, daughter of Ouljaitu Sultan 
Khadabundah, thirteenth of the Persian monarchs of the race of Jen- 
gueiz. 

On experience that his plan of aggrandizement did not succeed under 
the auspices of an impostor father, having withdrawn into Georgia, as 
we have just seen, Sheikh Hussun Tchobauny next made choice qf 
Sauky Beg, the sister of Abft Saeid, to fill the throne of Hulaqku ; and 
that princess was accordingly inaugurated, with the usual solemnities, 
and her name inserted in the Khotbah and coinage of the monarchy, Saukt Beg. 
about the commencement of the seven hundred and thirty ninth of the XIIIth of ,h « 
Hidjeraln* He then returned into Azerbkijaun, accompanied by this z^n°. JeBSUI 
new pageant, in order once more to combat the power,of the Eyl$. 
khaunian; who had however quitted Tebreiz for Sultauniah, and who 
retired further to Kazvein, on intelligence of the approach of his ene¬ 
mies. Sauky Beg and her general were thus allowed to possess them¬ 
selves of S&ltauniah, find of the entire province of Azerbkijaun, without 
opposition. Having entrusted the civil administration of the country 
toKokken-ud-dein the Reshidian, and Gheyauth-ud-dein Ally Shahy 
* August or September, A. D. 1338. 
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as conjunctive Vezzeirs, they proceeded’slioi tly afterwards- film Knit- 
vein, Ameir Sheikh Hussun drewoutof the city on their approach, 
with a design to give them battle; but without coming to a conflict, 
some species of accommodation was arranged between the parties ; in 
consequence of which, Sauky Beg and Sheikh Hussun •Tchobauny 
withdrew again towards Aran, and the Eylekhaiinian returned to S61- 
tauniah. 

Reposing, however, but little confidence in the stability of such an 
arrangement, the Eylekhaunian, not long after his return to Sfillaun- 
iah, dispatched his own Atabek or preceptor, Tausli Teymur, on a mis¬ 
sion into Mazanderaun ; to invite Togha Teymur Khaun, who had es¬ 
tablished hisauthorityover thatprovince, and some part of Khorassaun, 
to come and take possession of the throne and capital of Ab6 S&eid. 
In compliance with this invitation, Togha Teymur hastened towards 
Sultauniah, accompanied by Arghfiu Shah the son of Norouz, and his 
other ministers ; and on his arrival at Sawah, some time in the month 
of Rudjub,* was joined by Ameir Sheikh Hussun the Eylekhaunian, 
from whom he received every necessary proof of zeal and submission. 
But,ToghaTeymfir beingwith theother Ameirs of khorassaun, entirely 
'governed by the councils- of Alla-ud-dein Mahommed the Vezzcir, 
andthat minister,although theauthority of his master could as yet have 
been hut very imperfectly, if at all, established in the country, pro¬ 
ceeding to scrutinize, with a vexatious minuteness, into the tenures 
by which the several chieftains held their possessions, without sparing 
those which had been annexed, even from the time ofGhazan Kfaauari, 
to the family of Ameir Sheikh Hussun, the latter repented of the alli¬ 
ance thus hastily formed ; although he clearly perceived that there was 
at present no alternative but forbearance. 

Apprized of these occurrences, Sheikh Hussun the Tchobaunia n 
accompanied by th< princess Sauky Beg, again quitted Arran, and pro¬ 
ceeded into Azerb&ijaun. While on his march, on this occasion, some 
of the Owairaui Moghuls who had secured K&rajery the pretended 
Teymur Taush, brought him to the camp of the Tchobaunian, where 
-by order of the pageant queen he was instantly put to death. In the 
mean time, the invention of Sheikh Hussun was at work to contrive 
«otne scheme, by which he might effectual^ disconcert -the measures 


* Januaiy, 1339. 
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■and break up the army bf'Togha Teytnftr and the Eylekhannfati; and a*. H. '39. 
he at last determined on the following. He sent a deputation to A p - 1339 ‘ 
the camp of his adversaries, ostensibly, to propose afresh negociations Habeib-u*- 
fbr peace; but in private to intimate to Togha Teymur, that if he would SC * r " 
unite im a design which was in contemplation to destroy the Evle- 
khaunian, .be: would on his part engage that the princess Sauky Beg 
should become his wife, and further evince his attachment by. the most 
-important and loyal services. With this proposal the credulous Mo¬ 
ghul immediately closed ; and .after some ^further interchange of com¬ 
munication, finally transmitted to his artful correspondent a paper in 
his own hand writing, expressly inviting the Tchobaunian Ameirs to 
co-operate with cordial zeal, in the extermination of the Eyiekhaun- 
ians ; in order, as he stated, that the government of the Tartar tribes 
mightbe once more united, andthe world effectually relieved from those 
distractions to which it had been so long a prey. 

• Delighted with the success of the artifice, Sheikh lTussun the Tcho¬ 
baunian, accompanied by a few of his principal officers,' hastened in 
the middle of the night, to the out skirts of the enemy's encampment; 
and requesting that one of the Eylekhaunian leaders would attend to 
him, proceeded to explain that hoiVever the Sheikh his opponent hstd 
associated himself with one who under the mask of friendship, could 
harbour a design so perfidious against his person, as that which'he was 
about to disclose, he for his own part, disdained to be an accomplice 
in the base collusion, and should regret to see his most determined 
enemy become a victim to such perfidy. Then puttingthe paper which 
he had received from Togba Teymfir, into the hands of the officer wlio 
had presented himself at his approach, he returned to his own quartert. 

The Eylekhaunian received this paper with some degree of astonish¬ 
ment; and sending for one of the chiefs in the particular confidence of 
Togha Teymfir Khaun, accommodated him with a perusal of the per¬ 
fidious scroll, which appeared to throw him into considerable confu¬ 
sion. He hastened however to disclose to his master, without d- I iV, 
the mortifying result of his ill-advised intercourse with the crafty Tcho¬ 
baunian. Togha Teymtir, no less surprised at the effroiitery of the 
deception which had been practiced'upon-him, than alarmed at the 
probable consequences of the developement, withdrew-, in- the course 
pf the same night, towards Khorassaun ; while, thus abandoned to his 
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A. H. 7119 - 40 . own resources, tlfe Eylekhauuian retired, to Alatauk, in the neighbor- 
A ’ ^ 1339 ~ 40, hood of which he fixed his abode, until something should occur to 

Habeib-us- incite him to further enterprize. 
seyr« 

JAHACNTEYMUE,|thesonofUlaffreng, the son of Keykhautfi, four¬ 
teenth, and Sulim an Khaun, descended from Yeshmout the son of 
Hfilaukfi, fifteenth of the Persian monarchs of the race of Jengueiz. 

His alliance with Togha Teym&r Khaun having terminated thus in- 

auspiciously, Sheikh Hussun the Eylekhaunian did not, however, con- 

JahaunTeymub, t j nue i on a inactive, before his invention was employed to discover some 
XIVtb, and Sult- . , . * 3 , . , 

man Khaun XVth * res “ instrument wherewith to mask the designs or his own ambition, 
of the Perso-jengui- . His choice at last fixed on Jahaun Teymfir, the son of Shahzkdah Ul- 
** ans ‘ affreng son of Keykhautfi, whomhe accordingly raised to the sovereign 

authority ; and proceeding with him into Arabian Irak, he succeeded 
inashorttime in subjugating the wholeofthat territory, with the metro- 
polisofBaghdad, and ultimately with Diaurbekir and thecountryaloog 
theTigris upwards. In the latter part of the year seven hundred and 
thirty nine,* Sheikh Hussun Tehobauny, discovering also that the ma¬ 
chine of the Persian monarchy was not likely to proceed with suffici¬ 
ent energy or regularity, uhder the direction of a delicate and tender¬ 
hearted female, thought fit, with little regard to her inclinations, to trans¬ 
fer the sovereign power, together with the person of the princess Sauky 
Beg, to Suliman Khaun, one of the descendants of Yeshmout the son 
of Hulaukfr, whom he then seated on the tottering throne of Iran; after 
which,-fixing his head quarters,, or principal residence, at Oujaun, he 
found, by themonth of Shavaul of the year seven hundred and forty,f 
that his authority was supported by a numerous and well affected body 
of soldiers. , 

In the mean time, after securing his acquisitions in western Irak, 
Sheikh Hussun the Eylekhaunian, with Jahaun Teymur, the feeble 
monarch of his creation, had quitted Baghdad, and was advancing with 
determined hostility towards Azerb&ijaun ; but being early opposed 
by Suliman Khaun, and his general, Sheikh Hussun the Tchobaunian, 
he was defeated in battle, with considerable loss, in the concluding 
days ofZilhudje of the same year. In consequence of this defeat, the 
Eylekhaunian was compelled to return to Baghdad,.in circumstances 
of disgrace and humiliation ; while Hussun Tehobauny conductedhis 
* The summer of 1839, -f April, 1340. 
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army in tt ipmph to Tebreiz. Heihere nominated Ameir Seytdghaud, \, H. ?4o-4t. 
or SeyfrriAfai the sbnof Sauky fieg byi'Anjeir u Tehobii«n, under the A ^ D ' 184< ^ 4 1j 
tutelage of his brother Melek Ashruf the son of{Feyn»hr Taushutb/the Habeilms- 
govemment of Persian Irak ; Ameir Peir Husseyne the sonof.Sheikb SLyf * 
Mahmud the Tchobauniah, who had, anurag others, exhibited distin¬ 
guished proofs of' intrepidity andiinartiai spirit, in the recent >hhttle, 
was.at the same time.in vested with the government ©f.Farss. »-< s.g 
Having, on theiother hand, effected;his retreat.to Baghdad, Sheikh 
Hussun the Eylekhaunian, who had lr»t two of hjs.pdn«^aj.generals^ 

Ameir MahommedEysskutlugh, and Ameir Mussaufer Eypjauk, in the 
late battle, proceeded without ceremony to depose from his ill-assorted 
honors, the passive and unimportant Jahauii Teymur, ©n th6 plea of ini 
capacity ; then collecting afresh an army .of Arabs and Tartars he ad- 
vanced, in the spring of the seven hundred, and forty first of the Hid- 
jerab,* once more towards Azerbaijaun. In Zilhndje of the sam^ 
yeary^ while Suliman Khaun and.the Ameirs of his. party were as¬ 
sembling at Oujaun to resist this new invasion', it happened th^t, off 
some suspicion of intended violence on the part of his. nephew Sheikh 
Hussun,. Ameir Yaughy the son of Tchobaun, should have adopted 
the sudden resolution of withdrawing from the army of Suliman ; and 
in his. flight driving before him to the number of six' thousand bpr-ses, 
which he had taken from the grounds where they had been left at pas¬ 
ture, his course unexpectedly led him through the vicinity of the spot,, 
where the Eylekhaunian lay encamped. Observing;the enormous 
cloud of dust occasioned by the motion of such a number of.horses, 
and conceiving thatdthey were, about to be.attacked by an,imop*i|se 
force of the enomjr, the troops of Irak were,immediately struck with,a, 
panic;-and made the best of their way home .again, without haJjjftj 
to undeceive themselves. To complete the series of fortunate, 
events which appeared to favor the aggrandizement of„th*s powers 
ful .fanflljfy the troops of.Tpgha, Teymur. Khupnlwbich menaced- t|ip 
invasion of Irak about the same period, in ^p^ppposit^ directipn,,.^)!- 
deEibisibrother.'.Sbeik Ally Mwun, were attacked aDkddjefeatedjby ,Me r 
leki Ashruf thesou of Teymur Tauslh employed against. thpin ? un4ey 
the authority of the Tchobauman.H Sheikh Ally .Kawufl was,killed 

m an expedition against the Serbedanjia^,; a»4 
* A. D. 1341. f June, 1341, 
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A. H. 741 . about the seven hundred and fifty second of tHe Hidjerah, long sub* 
A. D. 1341 , sequent to the period under consideration, Togha TeymClr himself per- 
^*aeyr U ** * n 8anrie quarter, by thfe hand of Khaujah Yaheya Kerauvv,' 
one of the chiefs of that insurrection; of which some notice has already 
been taken, in a collateral part of the compilation. 

Subsequent to the disclosure of the above fortunate train of circum 
stances, the Tchobaunian, accompanied by Sfiliman Khaun, conducted 
an army in the direction of Dtaurbekir, committing dreadful ravages in 
his course, particularly in the territory of Moush; where he is described 
to have burnt-and destroyed the habitations and the harvests of the de¬ 
fenceless natives, without the exception of either Mahommedan or 
infidel. On his arrival at Mardein, of which the governor submitted 
to his authority, he detached a division of the army, under his cousin 
german; Hadjy Beg the son of Hussun Tchobauny, towards Baghd&d. 
Here the tide of fortune appears to have turned against him.- The di¬ 
vision under Hadjy Beg was entirely defeated by Ameir Hussun the 
Eylekhaunian, assisted by Ameir Ally Jauffer, and Kara Hussun, and 
Other chiefs of his party. Rejoined at Mardein by the fugitives who 
escaped from this disaster, the Tchobaunian now directed bis march 
northward across the Euphrates into Rume, where he unworthily sig¬ 
nalized* his vengeance by the total destruction of every town in that 
province, which had the slightest connection with the party of hisrival; 
and having levied an enormous contribution in specie upon the opu¬ 
lent inhabitants of Erzerum, he then withdrew into Azerbaijaun, to take 
up his residence at Tebreiz. 

His attention was henceforward principally devoted to the super¬ 
intendence of several public buildings, of which he had laid the foun¬ 
dation at that city, and in particular, of a college, and convent for 
religious Mahommedans, of great extent and magnificence, of which 
be lived to see the early completion. Having, however, dispatched 
another army into Ruihe, under the personal direction of Suliman 
Khaun, assisted by Ameir YakubShah ; and the expedition terminat¬ 
ing in defeat and disgrace, the Tehob&unian conceived a suspicion of 
some treachery, or misoonduct on the part of Yakdb Shah, and imme¬ 
diately threw him into prison. • It would appear, that an adulterous 
intercourse badfersometimesubsisted between this chief and Ezzetm&* 
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lek,the wifeof Ameir Sheikh Hussun; and the lady, apprehending that A. H. 744. 
her paramour had been imprisoned in consequence of the discovery A. D. 1343. 
of the intrigue, immediately determined on the destruction of her hus- Habeib-us- 
band. She prevailed upon three other women of the haram to assist ***** 
in theatrocious design; which was successfully carried into execution, 
bn thenightofthe twenty seventh ofRudjubof the seven hundred and 
forty fourth of the Hidjerah* in a way which singularly evinced the 
malignity of female revenge.f 

Having thus accomplished her perfidious design, this abandoned 
profligate, next morning privately fled the palace with her accompli¬ 
ces, and found means to conceal herself in one of the city baths ; and 
the dread of Sheikh Hussun’s severity deterring every one from ap¬ 
proaching' the apartments of the women, without particular permis¬ 
sion, his death continued for two days unknown. On the third day, 
however, the officers of his train becoming impatient, a female attend¬ 
ant was employed to enquire why their chief had remained for so many 
days invisible ? The maid on entering the apartments, found the life¬ 
less body of theTchobaunian, alone, the haram having been abandoned 
by all the women ; and the circumstance was immediately announced 
to the Ameirs. After considerable search, the traitress and her ac¬ 
complices were discovered and secured ; and by an ignominious death 
made some atonement, however inadequate, for the enormity of thecrime. 

The disordered fabric of the Persian government was now destined, 
in great part, to devolve to the rigid sway of Melek Ashruf the son 
of Teymur Taush ; a man whose tyrannical and sanguinary disposition 
is described to have made him equally feared and detested by friends 
and enenhies. With his brother Sheikh Hussun he had lived on terms, 
alternately, of friendship and hostility; and at the commencement of 
the year seven hundred and forty three, being employed with abody of 
troops in the siege of Shirauz, he thought fit to abandon his designs 
in that quarter; and returning suddenly to Sfiltauniah, he there en¬ 
tered into engagements of close amity with his uncle Yaughy Baussety, 

• or Pausty, the son of Tchobaun ; with whom he shortly afterwards 
retired to Baghdad, where they experienced from Sheikh Hussun the 
Eylekhaunian, every proof of kindness and respect. 

* December 14th, 1313. t Constrictionc teztium. 
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A.' H. 74445. From thence, however, they- were soon compelled tovemove by the 
A- D- 1343 - 44 . characteristic address of Sheikh Hussun the Tchobaunian, who had 
halieib us- no t then suffered through the treachery of his wife ; and who found 
scjr ' means through the intervention of one of the principal citizens, to 
persuade the Eylekhaunian, that the two chiefs had repaired to Bagh¬ 
dad, in reality with the concurrence of their relative, and in order to seize 
an opportunity of making away with his rival. The insidious repre¬ 
sentation found immediate credit with the Eylekhaunian; and he was 
concerting measures to secure the persons of the suspected refugees, 
when they became apprized of their danger, and very seasonably made 
their escape, Having through a thousand difficulties conveyed them¬ 
selves to Ebher, south-east of SOdtauniah, they there learnt that R&i- 
melek the son of Eysskutlftgh, with a numerous and splendid retinue,. 
was encamped in the neighborhood, and they immediately determined 
on an attempt to surprise him. With the handful of desperate adven¬ 
turers by whom they were attended, they accordingly attacked the en¬ 
campment in the dead of night; and having killed the chief, and posses¬ 
sed themselves of a very considerable booty, they made the best of 
their way to Isfahaun. At that place, by raiding heavy contributions 
from the opulent inhabitants of the country, they were enabled to levy 
a numerous body of troops, with which they proceeded towards Shir- 
auz, at this period in possession of Sheikh Abu Ishauck Eynju ; but 
when they had advanced within one stage of that city, the death of 
Ameir Sheikh Hussun the Tchobauniaii, as recently described, was 
announced to them ; and on this, they returned with their utmost ce¬ 
lerity into Azerb&ijaun. 

It would appear that having, for reasons unexplained, put to death 
Ghouje Husseyne, the son of the elder Hussun Tchobauny, soon after 
the assasination of Ameir Sheikh Hussun Koutchek, Suliman Khaun 
suddenly withdrew towards Karabaugh, conferring the office of theViz- 
zaurutonHadjy Hamzah, andTchobaun Akhtatchei,(the grand equer¬ 
ry, or master of the horse). He proceeded then to the enlargement of 
"Yakub Shah, his collegue in the unsuccessful expedition into Rflme ; 
but possessing, already, resources and influence far beyond the other 
Ameirs of the empire, that chief very early presumed to usurp an over¬ 
bearing predominance over the authority, of his su perior. Hence, find¬ 
ing bis power reduced to a cypher, Suliman Khaun dispatched with- 
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out delay to solicit the support of Melek Ashruf and Amerr Yaughy; 
®nd this was the communication which suspended the design against 
Shirauz, and hastened their return into Irak and Azerbaijaun. They 
reached Sfiltauniah on the first day of the new year,* prosecuting their 
march shortly afterwards, for Tebreiz. 

Pending these circumstances, Ameir Seyfirghaun, or Seyur Aga, for 
the name is thus indiscriminately exhibited, who had been confined 
in the castle of KArahessaur, in Rume, by the direction of his nephew 
the late Sheikh Hussun Tchobauny, contrived to cut off the governor 
oftheplace; andhavingequipped himself,and those whojoined him,from 
the stores which that fortress furnished in vast abundance, was also 
approaching Tebreiz. On intelligence of his design, the Ameirs Yau¬ 
ghy and Melek Ashruf hastened to meet, and to render all the testimo¬ 
nies of respect and zeal that they conceived to be due to their illustri¬ 
ous relative. From Mamouriah, where the first interview took place, 
they conducted the prince to Kouktchehpeyker, a summer palace 
erected by Ameir Tchobaun; where they remained for a period of 
two months, totally engaged in a course of festivities and amusements, 
which did not, however, prevent the party from becoming every day 
more formidable in reputation and strength. 

After flattering himself witli the expectation that the elder Ameirs, 
whom he had invited to his support, would have readily submitted to 
his authority, Suliman Khaun was considerably mortified to discover 
that his interest formed so trivial a part of their consideration ; and 
he withdrew, on the first opportunity, into Diaurbekir, his minister 
Hadjy Hamzah, with Gheyauth-ud-dein Mahommed Ally Shaby, 
and Emmaud-ud-dein Serauv, quitting him to join Melek Ashruf. 
Nevertheless, in the hope that he should be able to engage the party 
in hostilities among themselves, Emmaud-ud-dein, one ot these, ven¬ 
tured to adopt the following expedient. Having left his tents'and 
equipage all standing, he suddenly presented himself to Ameir 
Seyurghaun, and Yaughy Pausty, and announced to them that Melek 
Ashruf, who was encamped at the distance of a* league or two, was 
secretly arming his troops, with the design of attacking them by sur¬ 
prise. The twochiefs upon this, proceeded without delay to prepare 
their followers to repel the perfidious attempt; while Melek Ashruf 
on his part, alarmed about midnight by a counter-report, that his kins- 

* May 14th, 1344. 
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NooshibvaUN, 
last of the Perso- 
jengueiziaiu. 


men were in motion to circumvent him, stood also to his,defenefe.' At 
the return of day, M,elek Ashruf sent to demand the occasion of all this 
alarm and uproar, since, with the Persian empire yet to conquer, it 
appeared rather premature to dispute about the division. .He was ac# 
quainted in reply with the nature of the intelligence communicated 
by Emmaud-ud-dein; to which having solemnly averred that there ex¬ 
isted not the slightest foundation, he further demanded that the incen* 
diary should be immediately conveyed to his presence, as the surest 
means of restoring that harmony which he had so maliciously endea¬ 
voured to destroy. Emmaud-ud-dein was accordingly conducted, to 
the camp of Melek Ashruf, by whom he was immediately put to death*. 
The thr.ee chiefs then proceeded together to Tebreiz. 

This coalition was, however, not destined to be of any stability or 
duration. For the inhabitants of Tebreiz exhibiting for the Ameirs 
Seyurghaun and Yaughy Pausty, as the immediate issue of Ameir 
Tchobaun, far more distinguished marks of respect, than they seemed 
disposed to yield to Melek Ashruf, \vho was only the grandson of that 
illustrious chief, the jealousy of the nephew was excited ; and he re¬ 
moved in displeasure from Tebreiz to a place called Sehend. When he had, 
for some time, continued to reside at this place, he either received, or 
affected to have received, intelligence that his relatives were at last seri¬ 
ously engaged in adesign to attack him,onaparticularnight. On which he 
armed inearnest,and accompanied byoneofhissurviving brothers march- 
edstraight forTebreiz. Learning, however, on his approach that the ob¬ 
jects of his vengeance had decamped in the night for Khoui, he pro¬ 
ceeded without delay in pursuit of them; and having arrested their 
retreat on the plain of Aanabad, he there brought them to battle, and 
in a conflict of considerable obstinacy, entirely defeated them. 

His superiority being completely established by the defeat and flight 
of the Ameirs Seyurghaun, and Yaughy, Melek Ashruf took up his 
quarters for the present, at a station called Tkteil; where he thought 
it expedient to bestow the sovereign dignity, now extenuated into a 
mere shadow, on a*prince of the name of Noushirvaun, allied to the 
monarch of Keptchauk, on whom he conferred at the same time the 
title of U1 Audel—the just. Soon after this he extended his power 
throughout the territory of Arran, and the whole of Azerbkijapn ; but 
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Outlie individual whom he thus nominally raised to the royal authority, 
and who may be considered as the last of the Persian monarchs of the 
race of Jengueiz, little further appears to have reached posterity. 

Having effected their escape from the late battle to a station called 
Baubi, the Ameirs Yaugby Baussety and Seyurghaun, on the other 
hand, dispatched two persons from thence, to sue for an accommoda¬ 
tion with their nephew ; who expressed himself, on his part, extremely 
well disposed to accede to their wishes, at the same time that he urged 
the necessity of their presence on the spot, to share with him in the 
fatigues of government.. Seyurghaun could not prevail with himself 
to repose any confidence in these professions ; but retiring into Diar- 
bekir, was there ultimately destroyed by Sheikh Hussun the Eyle- 
khaunian. While AmeirYaughy, venturing to commit his destiny to 
the discretionof Melek Ashruf, was shortly afterwards made away with, 
by means that Were never disclosed. 

Melek Ashruf now conceived himself at liberty to indulge, without 
restraint, in his violent and cruel propensities. In the seven hundred 
and forty sixth ofthe Hidjerah, he seized his brother Melek XTisser, and 
confined him to an iron cage ; and in the year following, in addition to 
the miseries already inflicted upon her by the iron hand of Ashruf, 
the city of Tebreiz was visited by a dreadful pestilence; which ban¬ 
ished from that place, and from the greater part of Azerbaijaun, all who 
possessed the means of securing a tolerable reception in other countries, 
beyond the reach of the oppressor. 

In the spring of seven hundred and forty eight,* at the head of a 
powerful army, the tyrant proceeded to invade the territories, in Ara¬ 
bian Irkk, under the authority of Sheikh Hussun the Eylekhaunian, 
and laid siege to the metropolis of Baghdad ; his antagonist being un¬ 
able to keep the field against him. Finding, however, after some time, 
that the enterprize was accompanied with difficulties which he was 
not prepared to surmount, or, according to others, being seized with 
alarming, apprehensions in another quarter, Ashruf determined to raise 
the siege; and in consequence of such determination, soon afterwards 
withdrew into Azerbaijaun. 

Three years afterwards, namely, in the seven hundred and fifty first 
ofthe Hidjerah,t he marched with fifty thousand horse to invest Isfa- 
•A. D. 1317. t A. D. 1350. 
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A. H. 751-52. haun; which he found, however, so vigorously protected against his 
A. D. 1350-51. e ff 01 . tSj by t b e courage and circumspection of the Ameirs Nftdjm-ud- 
Habeib-us- d e in, an( j Rhaujah Mahmfld, who commanded on the part of Ameir 
Abfl Ishauck Aynjft, that after a siege of fifteen days, he consented to 
a treaty of peace : the Isfahaunians agreeing on their part, to include 
the name of the pageant Noushirvaun in the Khotbah, to pay down 
the sum of two thousand dinaurs of gold, (a sum of no great magnitude 
for such a city) and to send out what was equivalent to one hundred 
thousand more, the produce of their most esteemed manufactories. Sa¬ 
tisfied with theseconcessions,Melek Ashruf returned into Azerb&ijaun. 

He is now said to have abandoned all further views of conquest, and 
to have transferred his abode to the town of Rebbeia Reshidy; whither, 
after causing it to be surrounded by a ditch and rampart, he directed the 
whole of the inhabitants ofTebseiz and the neighborhood, excepting 
perhaps such as were attached to the religious establishments, to be 
removed ; and the pew town soon exhibited, in consequence, a popu¬ 
lation which in multitude, far surpassed the bounds of credibility. 

The murders and confiscations of which this tyrant had been guilty 
towards all classes of the people, not excepting even his own uearest 
relatives, had, however, been carried to an extent so grievous and op¬ 
pressive, that his mind became at last the abode of the most gloomy 
apprehensions. The light was excluded from the apartment which 
he usually inhabited. The most extraordinary precautions were adopted 
with respect to what he eat and drank. Sheep and poultry were kil¬ 
led in his own presence, and the water brought for his use was 
poured into china jars under his own inspection ; and five thousand 
guards selected for the purpose were perpetually on duty in his palace. 
Last of all, an iron chain hung round with bells, to which he gave the 
name of the chain of justice, was suspended to the entrance of his 
chamber of state; in order that by putting the bells in motion, such as 
sought redress of injury might make their complaints immediately 
known to him. Conceiving perhaps at the same time, that his appre¬ 
hensions might be in some measure alleviated by the soft endearments 
of beauty, he, in the course of the seven hundred and fifty second of 
the Hidjerah,* espoused the daughter of the prince of Mardein ; but 
after solemnizing his nuptials witKextraordinary magnificence, he con- 

♦A. D. 135 1 . 
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ceived at the first interview an aversion for his bride, and never saw 
her afterwards. 

A representation of the accumulated crimes and oppressions of the 
tyrant was, at length, conveyed to Jauny Beg Khaun of Keptchauk, 
through the medium of the Kauzy of Berdya; and that monarch, in the 
course of the seven hundred andfifty seventh of the Hidjerah,* was on 
his march towards AZerb&ijaun. Having ascertained the truth of this 
intelligence, Melek Ashruf, after a seclusion of several years, issued 
from the gates of his favorite abode, and formed an encampment at the 
station of Shabbeghauzan ; his treasure, and jewels, and the most va¬ 
luable of his effects, having been previously conveyed, by a train of 
one thousand camels, and four hundred mules, towards Oujaun. But^ 
finding that Jauny Beg was much nearer at hand, than his information 
had led him to expect, his fears increased upon him to a degree of per¬ 
turbation ; and charging two of his confidential domestics, Khaujah 
Lulu, and Shukker Khauzen, to conduct the women and his treasures, 
by the pass of Mezeid, to the well, or reservoir, of Khaujah Reshid, 
he proceeded himself in the direction of Oujaun ; the domestics being 
instructed toremain in their retreat, until they should hear that he was 
triumphant over his enemies, in which case they were to return to 
Tebreiz. Otherwise, they were to make the best of their way towards 
Khowi, north-east of the lake of Van. Having thus far provided for 
the security of all that was most valuable, Ashruf pitched his camp by 
the side of the Mehranroud; detaching Aukhy Jouk, and other Ameirs, 
with the main body of his troops, and abundantly supplied with arms 
and treasure, towards Oujaun. After this, with two thousand of his 
household troops and domestics, he took post apart from danger on 
a range of hills, somewhere in the vicinity, to await the issue of the 
impending contest* 

Until convinced, by the evidence of their own senses, of the over¬ 
whelming force led on by Jauny Beg, afid of the impracticability of such 
an attempt, the generals of Ashruf had, on first assembling at Ou¬ 
jaun, formed a plan of surrounding the Ouzbeks. But they no sooner 
viewed the formidable array, and vast multitudes of the invaders, than 
all their bolder plans gave way to the despair of effectual resistance ; 
and they immediately dispersed in every possible direction. Melek 

* A. D. 1366. 
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Ashruf, on the hills where he had taken post, was soon apprized of this 
prelude to the consummation of his destiny. He returned immedi¬ 
ately to Shubbeghauzan ; and having rested there for one night, he 
continued his retreat towards the pass, within which.he had directed 
his domestics with their sacred charge,'to await his instructions. In 
themeantimehewas forsaken by thewholeof his attendants, two Georg¬ 
ian slavesexcepted, with whom he reached the spot where he expected 
to find his family. But on intelligence of the fatal reverse in their 
masters’s fortune, the men, to whom he had consigned the precious de¬ 
posit of all that remained valuable to him, proceeded to pillage his ef¬ 
fects, and to set the women at large. The cruel disclosure that thus 
awaited him at the well of Reshid could not contribute to revive his 
hopes ; and he finally directed his trembling steps towards Khowi, for¬ 
merly mentioned. On the way to that place, he ventured to solicit 
a few hours’ repose at the residence of a certain Sheikh Mahommed 
Balektchei, perhaps Balkhy, who received him with every outward 
demonstration ofrespect and kindness; but who, at the same moment, 
dispatched a message to the Khaun ofKeptchauk, to acquaint him with 
the retreat of his unhappy guest. 

The person of Ash ruf was immediately secured by an officer employed 
for the purpose by the Ouzbek monarch, and he was now conducted 
a prisoner to Tebreiz ; where, from the terraces of their houses, the 
inhabitants east ashes on his head, and otherwise treated him with 
every mark of indignation and insult, in return for the multiplied op-, 
pressions which he had accumulated upon them. The ensuing day 
he was conveyed to Oujaun, to the presence of Jauny Beg Khaun 
whose first and only question on his approach was, “ wherefore he had 
“ desolated the noble countries placed at his discretion, by the indul- 
“ gence of a capricious fortune ?” To which he replied, that the evils 
ascribed to him had been perpetrated without his concurrence, by the 
agents of his government. Jauny Beg then quitted Oujaun, and en¬ 
camped omthe banks of the Hush troud; where he caused the wretched 
Ashruf shortly afterwards, lo atone with his blood, for the crimes 
committed either by himself, pr under the sanction of his authority. 
His head was conveyed toTebreiz, and suspended to the raven mosque 
at that city. Jauny Beg followed at his convenience, and enter- 



697 

ing at the head of ten thousand troops, took up his abode in the palace A. H. 758 . 

of the successors of HMauku,in the same metropolis. Having then _1—1_I 

vested the government of the conquered countries in his son Berdy Habeib-us- 
Beg Khaun, he finally returned towards the Volga; taking with him 
the greater part of the treasures, together with a son and daughter, of 
the tyrant Ashruf. 

These concluding events appear to have taken place during the seven 
hundred and fifty eighth of the Hidjerah, under which we have accord¬ 
ingly ventured to class them. 

Not long after his return into Keptchauk, Jauny Beg Khaun reposed 
jfrom all his cares in the chamber of death ; and this event requiring 
the presence of Berdy Beg to secure the throne of his ancestors, the pro¬ 
vince of Azerbaijaun was immediately abandoned to its fate. An 
opportunity thus occurred of which Aukhy Jouk, the chief recently 
adverted to, did not neglect to avail himself; and he accordingly hast¬ 
ened, with the assistance of the relatives of Melek Ashruf and the 
friends of the family, to take possession of Tebreiz. Of that city, and 
of the territory of Azerbfiijaun depending upon it, ire appears to have 
made himself master without, difficulty ; after which, committing the 
subordinate administration of the government to the discretion of Em- 
maud-ud-dein Mahmud the Kermaunian, and Abu Bukker the son 
of Ally the Jilaunian, he kindled afresh the devouring flames of op¬ 
pression and violence, and restored, in all its iniquitous forms and prac¬ 
tices, the hated system of the tyrant Ashruf. 

Stiltan Aweiss, the son of Ameir Sheikh Hussun Bozurg, second of 
the Eylekhaunians. 

After having, for many years, maintained himself in independent 
power, over Baghdad, and the territory adjoining to the Tigris, Sheikh 
Hussun the Eylkhaunian, not un-frequently entitled Sheikh Hussun 
Buzurg—the greater, appears to have died a natural death some time 
in the course of the seven hundred and fifty seventh of the Hidjerah.; on Sultan Aweiss, 
whiohthe chiefs attached to his government concurred inbestowingthe IId the %*' 
diadem and authority of the father, on Sultan Aweiss, his eldest son by 
DHshaud Khautfrn, the daughter of Teymur Taush, and sister of his 
inveterate rival Sheikh Hussun Tchobaunv. This prince then suc¬ 
ceeded to his father’s government in Rudjub of the year seven hundred 
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A. H. 758-59. and fifty seven ;* and he proved, according to our autheir, without exag* 

A. P-^M-58- geration of language, a just and humane sovereign, the father of his peo- 
^acyr US P^ e ’ anc * ^ le liberal encourager of genius and learning in every shape. 

Aided by the fame of his virtues, he experienced therefore but little 
difficulty in reducing to his authority, in a very short space of time, 
the whole of Irak Ajem, with Azerbaijaun and Arran ; and in reco¬ 
vering, at least, the western provinces of the Persian empire, from that 
abject state of misery to which they had fallen, under the flagitious 
tyranny of its recent oppressors. 

In the spring of the seven hundred and fifty ninth of the Hidjerah, 
when it was well ascertained that Berdy Beg IChaun had returned into 
Keptchauk, and that Aukhy Jouk had made himself master of Azer¬ 
baijaun on his departure, Sultan Aweiss quitted his capital of Bagh¬ 
dad, at the head of a numerous and formidable army, and directed his 
march for Tebreiz. In some part of the intervening mountainous fron¬ 
tier, he was resolutely opposed by Aukhy Jouk ; and a conflict of two 
days ensued between the hostile chiefs, on the former of which nei¬ 
ther pretended to claim the victory ; but, on the second day, the Sul¬ 
tan succeeded in driving his adversary from the field of battle. Aukhy 
Jouk retired towards Tebreiz closely followed by his conqueror ; to 
whom on his approach, he abandoned that metropolis, without resis¬ 
tance, continuing his own retreat towards Nakhtchuaun. Sultan Aw¬ 
eiss entered Tebreiz shortly afterwards, and took up his quarters in the 
palace of the Reshidian family'; where he received the submission of 
the Ameirs of the party of Ashruf. These he treated, at first, with 
distinguished kindness ; but at the expiration of a few days conceiving 
some suspicion of treachery, he condemned not less than forty seven of 
them, during the sacred month of Ramzaun,* to perish by the sword - 
of the executioner. A remnant escaped, however, to join Aukhy 
Jouk, with whom they nextproceeded from Nakhtchuaun to Kkrabaugh. 

Not long after this, Ameir Ally Peiltun was detached by Sfiltan 
Aweiss, to crush the designs of the enemy. But, in consequence of 
some secret discontent which he harboured against his employer, this 
commander either through treachery or criminal misconduct, suffered 
himself to be defeated; and theSultan was compelled, by theconsternati- 
oo which followed among his troops, to abandon Azerbkijaun, and return 

* July, 1358. 
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to Baghdad. Henee,Aukhy Jouk found himself in a situation to repos- A. H. 759-®, 
sess himself once more, of that devoted province, and to resume at lei- A. P. 1 SS 8 - 6 3 . 
sure his plans of oppression and violence. . Habeib-us- 

ln the spring of seven hundred and sixty,* he was, however, assailed *' y * 
from another quarter, and finally driven from Tebreiz, by Mubaurez- 
ud-dein Mahommed of the race of M&zuffur, with the army of Shir- 
auz. He now separated from the associates of his turbulent designs, 
and took sanctuary with a certain devotee of the name of Suddur-od- 
dein ICebaun, whom he had adopted as his spiritual father. Some time 
afterwards, Sfiltan Aweiss recovered Azerb&ijaun, on the retreat of the 
Shirauzian; and prevailed upon him, by a promise of indulgent and li¬ 
beral treatment, to quit his asylum, and repair to the presence. But, 
when he had conti n ued forsome time to enjoy the advantages of the Sul¬ 
tan’s humane protection, hecould not bevvithheldfromenteringafresh, 
with Ally Peiltun, and Jullaul-ud-dein the Kazvinian, intoa conspir¬ 
acy to subvert the government of his protector ; and the design being 
discovered to the Sultan, by the Sheikh Suddur-ud-dein recently al¬ 
luded to, Aukhy Jouk and his accomplices were immediately con¬ 
demned to die for their ingratitude. 

To omit the recital of some events of little moment, which distin¬ 
guished the intervening period, the narrative may be suffered to pass 
without much injury to the subject, to the seven hundred and sixty 
fifth of the Hidjerah ;jr when Kbaujah Merjan, who conducted the 
government of Baghdad, as the lieutenant of S&ltan Aweiss, ventured 
to exalt the standard of rebellion against the authority'of his superior. 

The Sfiltan marched without delay to chastise the disobedience of his. 
refractory vassal, who appeared at first disposed to hazard a conflict 
in the field ; but the banners of his master no soonex met his view, 
than he conceived himself abundantly fortunate to make good his 
retreat, behind the walls of Baghdad, after destroying the bridge of 
th£ Tigris.^ The day following, however, calculating on the distin¬ 
guished moderation and clemency of his offended sovereign, he threw 
open the gates, and dispatched the whole of the principal and most res- 

* 1359. + 1303. 

* 'Phis, with similar passages in other parts of the original, led the translator to conceive 
that the city of Baghdad, must still lrave lain on the w estern bank of the Tigris; else, where 
the utility of destroying the bridge on that river f 
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A. H. 7(55-71. pectable inhabitants to meet and conduct the SAltan ih triumph, info 
A. P- l.>o.j-ti9. c ity. Sultan A weiss had the magnanimity to'realize the expect- 
11 ubelt)- us* a tions, by pardoning theoffencesof this audacious and ungrateful rebel. 

Having devoted a period of eleven months to a variety of amuse¬ 
ments at Baghdad, Sfiltan A weiss conferred tbegovernment of that place 
on Sultan Shah his treasurer, and proceeded towards Mossftle ; which 
lie succeeded in wresting from the possession of the brother of Behram 
Khaujah the Turkman. From Moss&le, he continued his march up¬ 
wards to‘the plains of Moush, where he gave battle to the same Beh¬ 
ram Khaujah, who is described as the uncle of the afterwards cele¬ 
brated KaraYfissuf; and having carried pillage and desolation through 
all the possessions of the tribe, that of the Khrakuynlti, or black wea¬ 
thers, he returned by the route of K&rakeleissia, or the black churches, 
to the metropolis of Tebreiz. 

While the Sultan was absent at Baghdad on'this occasion, Melck 
Kawus the son of Keykobaud, prince of Slnrvaun, whose descendant^ 
retained a considerable share of distinction evCn to the days in which 
the author composed his history,* embraced the opportunity to make 
twosuccessive incursionsinto the territory of Karabaugh ; from whence 
he transported the greater part of the population into his own couutrv. 
On his return into Azerb£iijaun,j- the Stkltan, on intelligence of these 
repeated acts of aggression, resolved to employ his minister Behram 
Beg, with other distinguished chiefs, to chastise the insolence of the 
aggressor, and finally to reduce Shirvaun. The troops ofSultan A weiss 
entered the province accordingly in great force, M£Iek Kawus retiring 
before them into, or within the range of, the strong holds of his coun¬ 
try. When the invading generals had continued, however, for a period 
of, three months, to harass his dominions in every direction, without 
evincing in any^shapea disposition to withdraw, theprince of Shirvaun, 
considering that if he did not contrive by a seasonable submission, to 
avert the mischief, his country must be finally ruined, adopted the 
hazardous resolution of delivering his person intothe hands of Behram 
Beg; by whom he was immediately conveyed in fetters to the pre¬ 
sence of his sovereign. After an imprisonment of'three months, his 
confidence in the liberality of his adversary, was justified by a restora¬ 
tion to the government of his native and hereditary dominion. 

* The early part of the sixteenth century of the Christian rera. f A. D. 1304. 
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From this perfod to the seven hundred and seventy first of the Hid- A. H. 77I-7S, 
jerah, the only events recorded by the historian, arethe deathsof Ameir A. D. 
Kaussem the brother of Sultan Aweiss, of Sultan Shah Khazen the Habeib-u*. 
governor of Baghdad, who was succeeded by Khaujah Merjan, and of se,r * 
the Sultan’s favorite minion, Behram Shah ; for the latter of whom, he 
appears to ha\je exhibited some unprecedented demonstrations of grief 
and mourning. 

During the year seven hundred and seventy one, nearly three hun¬ 
dred thousand persons are stated to have perished, either in or about- 
Tebreiz, of a dreadful pestilential disorder ; and in the course of the fol¬ 
lowing year, Ameir Wully, who, on the assassination of Togha Tey¬ 
mur Khaun, had possessed himself of the territory of Jurjaun adjoining 
to the south-east angle of the Caspian, discovering some designs hostile 
tp the authority of Sultan Aweiss, the latter proceeded in force to¬ 
wards that quarter. In an obstinate conflict which took place in the 
territory of Iley, Ameir Wully was totally defeated by the Eylkhaun- 
ian; who pursued his routed troops without intermission, and with 
great slaughter, all the way to Semnaun. At that place the Sultan 
relinquished the pursuit, and, having conferred the government oflley 
upon KutlugShah, returned into Azerbaijaun. Two years afterwards, 
on the departure of Kutlug Shah for lsfahaun, the same government 
was vested in Aadel Aga, of whom much will occur in the subsequent 
pages ; but ofwhom, for the present, ittyill be sufficient to state, that 
he was the same person referred to, by the historians of these times, 
under the designation of Saurek Aadel; that he commenced his ca¬ 
reer as superintendant of the arsenal; after which, becomingenrolled 
in the train of Sbliman Begum, the foster mother of Sultan Aweiss, 
he gradually attained to the most important governments under the 
Eylkhaunian monarchs. 

During the seven hundred and seventy third of the Hidjerah, is men¬ 
tioned the death of Ameir Zauhed, the brother of Sultan Aweiss; who 
fell from the terrace of the palace ofOujaun, in a fit of intoxication, and 
was killed on the spot. In the course of the same year, Ameir Wully 
appeared before the gates of S&wah, which he attacked and carried by 
assault. Mubaurek Shah the governor, after concealing himself for 
some days, finally secured the protection of the conqueror, by present- 
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irig him with his daughter, a maid of singular beauty* and attractions. 
TheJfirjaunian withdrew shortly afterwards to hisown province. Mel6k 
Kawus dying in the course of theyear seven hundred and seventy three, 
the country of Shirvaun was bestowed on his son Hoshung; who had 
accepted of some employment under the authority of Sultan Aweiss. 

The government of Baghdad was consigned to Khaujah Serour, on 
the death of Khaujah Merjan, towards the conclusion of the seven 
hundred and seventy fifth of the Hidjerah : and in seven hundred 
and seventy six, that part of the cij:y which lay along the Tigris, being 
overwhelmed by an extraordinary inundation of the river, near forty 
thousand of the inhabitants perished among the ruins. Khaujah Ser¬ 
our is said to have been so deeply affected by this unforeseen calamity, 
as to have died of grief; on which his government was transferred to 
Wejeiah-ud-deln Ismheil, the son of Nejeib-ud-dein the Yezzeir. 

Towards the end of the latter Rebbeia of the same year, the 776th of 
the Hidjerah,* Sultan Aweiss was attacked by a severe and dangerous 
disorder, from which he never recovered. According to the relation 
of Hauffez Abrfi, he had been apprized of the period of his death foe 
three months previous to the attack which produced it; and he had in 
consequence, made every arrangement preparatory to the awful crisis, 
even to his shroud and coffin. The symptoms of his approaching dis¬ 
solution became, at last, sufficiently visible to all, and the Ameirsand 
officers of his court assembled round the pillow of their amiable sover¬ 
eign, to receive his dying instructions. The Sultan expressed a desire 
that the succession to the supreme power, should be considered to have 
devolved to his son Husseyne, and the government of Baghdad and 
western Ir&k to Sheikh Hussun ; but, as the latter was the elder brother, 
he left them to decide, whether he would suhmit to such an arrange¬ 
ment. The courtiers considering this a sufficient warrant for their 
proceedings, hastened to secure the person of Hussun, whom they 
immediately threw into imprisonment. The Sultan breathed his last, 
on the night of the second of the latter Jummaudy and the devoted 
Hussun was the same night, dispatched to accompany the spirit of his 
father. 

Sfiltan Husseyxe, the son of Aweiss, third of the Eylkhaunians. 

* September, 1374. f November 7th, 1374. 
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The succession thus secured to him by the assassination of his elder 
brother, Sfiltan Hflsseyne ascended the throne of Tebreiz without op¬ 
position, immediately confirming to the several Ameirs, the honors 
and appointments which they had held under the authority of his fa¬ 
ther ; and, if the advantages of a person uncommonly handsome, andof 
eloquence to command universal esteem and obedience, had been suf¬ 
ficient to ensure a prosperous and splendid reign, the new monarch 
is described to have possessed these qualifications in a very eminent 
degree. 

Early in the spring of the seven hundred and seventy seventh of the 
Ilidjerah, Sultan Husseyne conducted a force agaifcst the possessions 
of Behram Khaujah, and Kftra Mahommed, the Turkmans ; who had 
by this time established themselves at Arjis, or Arjish, and in the 
territory adjoining, north westward, to the lake of Van. Having wit¬ 
nessed the successive reduction of many of their castles, the Turk¬ 
man chiefs, finally submitted to a ‘treaty, under which they engaged, 
by way of tribute, to furnish the Sultan with an annual supply of 
twenty thousand sheep. In the course of the same year he was, how¬ 
ever defeated with great loss, at Jermaukhan, by Shah Shujia, the son of 
Mahommed of the race of Muzuffur, the Shirauzian, and compelled to 
ily to- Baghdad. But when he had continued, for a period of about 
three months, to enjoy the fruits of his victory at Tebreiz, Shah Shfijia 
being recalled to Shirauz, to oppose the hostile designs of his brother 
Yaheya, Sultan Husseyne hastened to avail himself of the opportu¬ 
nity to regain his capital. 

Subsequent to this, for some time at least, the Sultan appears to have 
resigned himself to his pleasures ; and removing from Tebreiz to Ou- 
jaun, he fixed his permanent residence at the latter place, inviting 
Aadel Aga from Sultauniah to take upon himself the entire manage¬ 
ment of the government ; and this the latter accordingly proceeded to 
exercise with unlimited controul. 

Such a delegation of authority proved, however, as had been exper¬ 
ienced on a variety of former occasions, the source of serious discon¬ 
tent among the Ameirs ; and a combination was soon concerted among 
them to ruin the minister. In order to assist in the execution of their 
design, they undertook to recal from Syria, whither he had been ban- 
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A. H. 780 82. ished for life by tbe Sultan, a certain Kauzy Sheikh Ally; and soon 
A. D. 1378.80. a f t€J . t jj g re j urn 0 f this person, they proceeded in the course of some 
Habeib-us- public discussion of affairs,.to declare to Aadel Aga, that although they 
xyn bad hitherto acquiesced without remonstrance in the authority which 
he had been chosen to exercise, they were now come to a resolution 
no longer to submit to it. The Aga replied, with apparent unconcern, 
that they were perfectly at discretion to judge for themselves; and 
immediately quitting the assembly repaired to his own mansion, and 
from thence, without giving them time to deliberate on their further 
plans, made the best of his way to Sfiltauniah. The factious chiefs 
repented, when too late, that they had suffered an adversary so dan¬ 
gerous to escape the toils ; and they employed an agent to endeavor* 
by every concession in their power to make, to prevail upon him to 
return. The minister was, however, not to be imposed upon by pro¬ 
fessions so insidious, and continued his journey without remission, 
until he reached the plain under the walls ofSultauniah. Soon after 
he had thus escaped from his enemies, he gave protection to Shah 
Munsur, who had fled from Shirauz to avoid the resentment of his bro¬ 
ther Shah Shujia ; and he obtained the government of Hamadaun for 
the fugitive. 

Sultan IIAsseyne, under considerable alarm with respect to tbe ul¬ 
timate views of his Ameirs, on the flight of Aadel Aga, availed him¬ 
self of the pretence of a ride to the country, to withdraw as suddenly 
from Ouj iun, and to hasten with all the celerity of which he was ca¬ 
pable, to Tebreiz ; where he immediately prepared to defend himself 
by barricading tbe streets and entrances into the town. On the elope¬ 
ment of the Sultan, the seditious nobles threw off all further restraint; 
and having distributed, the contents of the treasury and arsenals among 
their followers, proceeded straight for Baghdad. In the mean time, in¬ 
telligence of their movements was early conveyed by the Sultan to 
Aadel Aga; and they were pursued by that minister, accompanied by 
Shah Munsur the Shirauzian, without delay, at the head of five thous¬ 
and horse. They were overtaken by the advanced guard of these 
troops under Shah Munsur, a.t the station of Ait&nkoua ; and part of 
them having dispersed for safety, the remainder claimed the protection 
of Munsur, who unguardedly promised them, their lives. Kauzy 
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Sheikh Ally and others of the disaffected Ameirs, who had thus sur- A. H. 780-82. 
rendered themselves, were now conducted to the camp of Aadel Aga, A. D. 1378 -b o. 
■who immediately hastened in charge of them towards Tebreiz. When Habeib-ua. 
he reached Meraughah, on' the way to that metropolis, in consequence Myr ‘ 
of a letter from the Sfiltan written in letters of gold with his own hand, 
the minister, however, in spite of the most serious remonstrances on 
the part of Shah Munsur, who had pledged himself for their personal 
safety, directed the whole of the prisoners to be put to death ; with 
the exception of the factious Kauzy, who contrived to redeem himself 
from the sword of the executioner, at the expence of one hundred-to- 
mauns.* Shah Munsur immediately withdrew to Hamadaun, highly 
offended at the disregard with which his intercession in behalf of the 
rebellious Ameirs, had been thus treated ; while Aadel Aga continued 
his march to Tebreiz, where additional favors awaited him from tire 
gratitude of his sovereign. 

On the death of Khaujah Serour, Ameir Ismaeil, the son of the Vez- 
zeir Zekkareia, had, as formerly noticed, succeeded to the government 
of Baghdad. Having, however, by his indiscriminate advancement 
©f individuals of low birth and vicious morals, given considerable of¬ 
fence to Shahzadah Sheikh Ally the son of Sultan Aweiss, who re¬ 
sided there at .this period in a private capacity, Ameir Ismaeil was 
unexpectedly,attacked on his way to the principal mosq'ue, oneFriday 
in the 782d of the Hidjerah, and assassinated, by the man who bore 
hisquiver; and his uncle,in endeavoring to assist him against the mur¬ 
derer, shared his fate. The assassin and his accomplices hastened 
immediately to the presence of the Shahzadah to announce what had 
passed; without,however, obtaining credit for theirinformation, until 
they had returned for the head of the fallen chief, which was then sus¬ 
pended to the end of a beam in the walls of his own palace. On this 
subject, it is described as a remarkable circumstance, that while he 
was one day superintending the progress of the building, a carpenter 
was about to cut off the end of this very beam, because it projected 
through the wall; when Ismaeil himself interposed with theobservation 

•There would be considerable difficulty in deciding what this might amount to. The 
tomaun of the present day, (1799) is estimated at about thirty half crowns. But the to- 
maun taken at ten thousand, would make the sum one million; whether ofdinaurs or dir. 

K-nis, must yet be doubtful. T. 
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that it mightone time orother,servesomesuch purpose as that to which 
it was now applied, little dreaming that he was unconsciously prognos¬ 
ticating the fate of his own head. 

When these proceedings became known at Tebreiz, Sfiltan Ilusseyne 
yielded with a good grace to confer the government of Baghdad upon 
his brother ; assuring hinrin the letters which accompanied the patent 
of investiture, that he could not entertain the'slightest objection to his 
assuming the authority which had thus incidentally fallen to him ; he 
should only recommend it as a measureof expedience, that some noble¬ 
man of rank and talents might be retained about his person, in order 
to superintend the discipline of the soldiery, and watch over the peace 
and tranquillity of the people at large ; and for this object, any per¬ 
son of that class whom he thought fit to name, should be immediately 
directed to attend his orders. The agent employed to convey these 
dispatches, returned to his master highly gratified with the reception 
which he had experienced from the Shahzadah ; although the latter 
proceeded to exercise his own discretion, in his choice of the officers 
of his government; bestowing the charge of the Vizzaurut upon Abdul- 
melek Tumghatchei, and raising the murderers of Ameirlsmaeil to the 
most distinguished appointments under his authority. 

Finding, however, on experience, that his affairs derived but little 
advancement from the exertions of such men as these, Sheikh Ally at 
last directed his views towards Peir Ally Baudek, the governor of 
Shushter on the part of Shah Shujia the Shirauzian ; who had for¬ 
merly served among his stipendiaries, and whom he now invited to 
Baghdad. Peir Ally gladly accepted the invitation, and was invested 
by the Shahzklah on his arrival, with the uncontrouled administration 
of the government; and he succeeded in a short time, in reducing the 
whole of Arabian Irak under the authority of his employer. 

This was an extension of power, that did not exactly square with 
the views of Sultan Husseyne and his minister; and, accordingly, as 
soon as he had assembled and equipped a sufficient force forthe expe¬ 
dition, that prince proceeded, in the spring of the seven hundred and 
eighty second of the Hidjerah,* towards Baghdad. Shahzadah Sheikh 
Ally, and his minister abandoned the place, at his approach, without 
resistance, and retired to Shushter, the capital of Khuzistaun; whi- 

* A.D. 1380. 
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ther, had the intreaties of Aadel Agaavailed, they would have been im¬ 
mediately pursued by the undivided force of the Tebrizians to their 
entire extermination. But, the habits of debauchery to which the Sul¬ 
tan was become now deplorably devoted, irresistibly attracted him to 
Baghdad ; while Aadel Aga, with a part only of the army, proceeded* 
Under Considerable dissatisfaction of mind, towards Shushter. There 
in a short time, he concluded a treaty with the enemy; only stipulating, 
that the Shahzhdah should for the future confine himselfto the terri* 
tory of Shfishter, and the province of Khfizistaun, without interfering 
any more with the government of Baghdad. Aadel Aga rejoined Sultan 
Husseyne on the tenth of Zilhudge ;* but perceiving in the monarch 
no disposition to abandon his effeminate courses, he left him for the 
last time ; and with the troops of his own government, returned to 
SflUauniah, where he proceeded to exercise without restraint, all the 
powers of independent authority. 

Not long afterwards, the principal inhabitants of Baghdad, with a 
remittance of four hundred tomauns in specie, conveyed to Shahzadah 
Sheikh Ally, and his minister at Shhshter, an invitation to return and 
resume his authority among them. This, they did not conceive them¬ 
selves under any engagement to decline ; and they accordingly advanced 
without further delay into Arabian Irak. The effeminate Sultan Iifis- 
seyne contented himself with dispatching two of his generals, Mah¬ 
mud Dowauty, and Omar Keptchauky, to oppose the design; but these 
commanders being defeated with great slaughter, and taken prisoners, 
by Peir Ally Baudek, the Sultan quitted Baghdad on intelligence of 
the disaster, with a precipitation which partook of aLLthe circumstances 
of a disgraceful flight. Making, however, the best of his way towards 
Tebreiz, he ultimately contrived to reach that place in safety, after 
experiencing a thousand difficulties, and being reduced to practice a 
thousand shifts and expedients. 

About the period at which Sultan Ilusseyne returned to Tebreiz, in. 
these circumstances of defeat and distress, Aadel Aga was employed 
in recovering some of the castles in the territory of lley, which had 
been taken possession of by Anteir Wully ; who had by this time ex¬ 
tended his authority from Jurjaun into Mazanderaun westwards. Dis¬ 
regarding all considerations of personal hazard, in order to cou.cili- 

* March 5th, 1381, 
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A. H. ^84. ate, and perhaps restore to himself the confidence of Aadel Aga, the 
A. D. 1382. Sultan did not hesitate to detach to his support the greater part of the 
Habeib us- troops of his province ; thus resigning the protection of himself and 
* ejr ’ hiscapital,to avery slenderand in-competent force. Such was his situ¬ 
ation; when in the early part of the seven hundred and eighty fourth of 
theHidjerah, his brotherSultan Ahmed, sufficiently celebrated under 
the title of Sultan Ahmed Jullaeir, than whom in audacity of mind, 
according to our author, this earth has seldom produced the equal, 
carried away by an unprincipled ambition of power, suddenly quitted 
Tebreizand took the road to Ardebeil, which he held in jagueir, or feu¬ 
dal subjection under the authority of his brother. From Ardebeil, in spite 
of every solicitation on the part of Sultan Husseyne to return, he pro¬ 
ceeded towards Moghaun, and from thence into the peninsula of Aj;an, 
between the Cyrus and Araxes, where he succeeded in assembling a 
body of troops ; and at the head of these he now' retraced his steps to¬ 
wards the metropolis of Azerbaijaun. On the fifteenth of Suffur of the 
seven hundred and eighty fourth of the Ilidjerah,* lie entered that me¬ 
tropolis by surprise; and although the unhappy Sultan contrived to 
Conceal himself in the first moments of alarm, he was however early 
discovered, and the same night condemned to die, through the merci¬ 
less rigour of an unfeeling brother. 

This prince appears to have enjoyed his precarious sovereignty for 
a period of eight years, five months, and two and twenty days ; but, if 
the representation of some historians be true, that, notwithstanding his 
acknowledged singular endowments, he was not only immoderately 
addicted to his pleasures, but guilty of actions equally inconsistent 
with the dignity of a monarch, and unworthy of his character as a man, 
his fate could not have been either long,or extensively lamented. 

Sultan Ahmed Jullaeir, andSultan Bayezzid, lastof the Eyl- 

KH AUNIANS. 

It is here repeated that Sultan Ahmed the son of Aweiss,wasa prince 
not less distinguished for his singular audacity, than for his sangui- 

SULTAN AHMED t * 

Jullaeir, lastof nary and turbulent spirit, the gloominess of his mind, and the unre- 

U»e Eylkhaunians. lenting cruelty and injustice of his disposition. With these qualities, 
he is however allowed to have possessed from nature some very con¬ 
siderable endowments, and in particular he is described to have been 

* April 20th, 1382. 
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an unrivalled proficient in music. But without entering further into A. II. ’J84. 
the discussion of these points, which cannot at present be very mate- A ‘ D - 13e2 ‘ 
rial, theauthor proceeds to state, that however he had stained the palace H“beib-us- 
ofTebreiz with the blood of one brother, there yet remained another 
in Sfiltan Bayezzid, who with some difficulty contrived to effect his 
escape to Shltauniah, to dispute his claims to the sovereign power. 

At that place Sultan Bayezzid was received with distinction and re¬ 
gard by Aadel Aga, who declared in support of his authority; which 
he immediately prepared to assert with all the force of his government. 

Aadel Aga was accordingly soon on his march towards Tebreiz, having 
first, on some jealousy or other, found it expedient to confine the per¬ 
son of Shah Munsur the S hirauzian, to the fortress of Kerrautu. Be¬ 
ing how r ever deserted on his arrival at the town ofMiaunah, by Yaughy 
Bgussety the son of Ally Aynauk, and Abu Saeid the son of Deher 
Melek, these two chiefs conveyed intelligence of his approach and 
that of Bayezzid, to Sultan Ahmed ; and the latter, whose power was. 
as vet but imperfectly established, very gladly availed himself of this 
early information, to abandon Tebreiz; which was, shortly afterwards, 
entered without resistance, by Aadel Aga and his royal associate. Con¬ 
signing the government of Tebreiz to Abbas Aga and Mussaufer Bou- 
datchei, Aadel Aga continued his march to Marend ; from whence he 
detached two of his captains, Mahmud Dowauty, and KaraBostaum, 
towards the Araxes, or Oras, with orders to establish themselves on 
that river, and to seize and fortify the bridge of Zeia-ul-mtilk. All 
which was accomplished without difficulty. 

In the mean time, Sultan Ahmed contrived to open a secret corres¬ 
pondence with these two commanders, as well as with Abbas and Mus¬ 
saufer, who had been left in charge ofTebreiz; and he finally succeeded 
in persuading them, that the services which they rendered to another 
were justly due to himself alone. This change of disposition on the 
part of his followers, was by some means or other intimated to Aadel 
Aga, and he conceived it prudent to return without delay to Sultaun- 
iah ; while Shltan Ahmed, on intelligence of his retreat, dispatched 
Hamzah, one of his generals, accompanied by Yaughy Baussety, and 
Abu Sheid recently mentioned, towards Tebreiz. These chiefs, on ap¬ 
proaching the neighborhood of that city, and observing from afar the 
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Habeib-us- anc [ C0 Uegue, who were both of the same national stock with the 
sexr* * 

* Sfiltan, that of Jullaeir, were once admitted to a familiar intercourse 
with the prince, the result must necessarily prove, an acquisition of 
influence over his councils, far superior to any thing towhich they could 
pretend. It was therefore determined at once to set their minds at 
rest on this point, before the objects of their jealousy were suffered 
to proceed any further ; and the two chiefs were accordingly put to 
death, at the conference which necessarily took place, and before they 
had yet opened their lips in explanation of their designs. The heads 
of the two commanders were conveyed to Sultan Ahmed ; who thought 
fit, since the act was past redemption, and however privately he dis¬ 
approved of it, for the present to dissemble his resentment. He soon 
aftcnvards re-entered Tebreiz, and for some time devoted his-attention 
to regulate the government, and to conciliate the minds of the. people. 

He had not, however, been long thus laudably engaged, when sud¬ 
denly interrupted in his pursuits, by reports repeatedly announced of 
the approach of Shahz&dah Sheikh Ally, and Peir Ally Baudek who 
had been drawn into Azerbaijaun by the insidious representations of 
Aadel Aga. The Sultan hastened to oppose, and to give them battle; 
-which he was enabled to do, on the banks of the huft-roud, or seven- 
rivers ; but, his left wing being thrown into confusion by the unex¬ 
pected desertion of Omar the Keptchaukiau, who Went over to the 
enemy, he was totally defeated, and compelled to.retire by the route of 
Khowy, to Nakhtchuaun. Here, however, at the tomb of Peir Ma- 
hommed Nakhtchhauny, he had an interview with Kara Mahommed 
the Turkman, whose aid he earnestly solicited to obtain vengeance on 
his enemies. 

The Turkman chief expressed; his readiness to embark in his quarrel; 
stipulating, however, that the Sultan should on his part engage, first, 
that his troops, when the enemy were brought to action, should remain 
inactive spectators, at a place which at the proper period would be 
pointed out to them, and so continue until with his own followers the 
Turkman should have decided the victory ; and secondly, that in the 
event of success, he should relinquish all claim to share in the booty. 
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whatever it might prove. To both these stipulations Sultan Ahmed 
subscribed without difficulty. On which, with an address which 
evinced considerable skill in the art of war, the Turkman proceeded to 
form a body of five thousand men, drawn together for the occasion, 
into separate Kfishuns, or battalions of three hundred each ; and sub¬ 
dividing each Ktish&n into sections of thirty men, he further directed 
that these should advance to gall the enemy with their arrows, in dis¬ 
tinct parties of ten ; alternately retiring and relieved by the succeed¬ 
ing parties in rotation, until the issue of the contest should be deter¬ 
mined. In this disposition Kara Mahommed gave battle to the Shah- 
zadah Sheikh Ally, and Peir Ally Baudek ; both of whom falling in 
the course of the action, the Turkmans obtained a signal victory, and 
returned to their stations, with an immense booty. Sultan Ahmed 
again repossessed himself of Tebreiz; and in derision of his attempts to 
subvert his authority, transmitted the head of Peir Ally, to Aadel Aga 
at Sultauniah. 

Shortly afterwards, however, Aadel Aga was again on his march for 
Tebreiz ; but some mutual proposals towards an accommodation inter¬ 
vening, the Sultan had been induced to dispatch two of his officers to 
hold a conferrence with his adversaries, and by the mysteries of their 
common faith, to confirm the basis of a treaty of peace. Nevertheless, 
while he was expectiug the return of his agents, the Sultan was sud¬ 
denly apprized that Aadel Aga was at hand ; and becoming alarmed at 
intelligence which he was not prepared to receive, another flight to 
Nakhtchuaun,Moghaun,and Aran, was found unavoidable,and his last 
alternative was an application to Hoshung prince of Shirvaun. In 
the mean time, Aadel Aga took up his quarters at Oujaun, where the 
Ameirs of theprovince in general submitted to him, and were received 
with equal kindness and distinction. Such was the situation ofaffairs, 
when through the mediation of Ameir Hoshung, a treaty was at last 
concluded between the hostile chiefs ; by which it was finally arranged 
that Azerb&ijaun should be ceded in full sovereignty to Sultan Ahmed ; 
Irak Ajem toSbltan Bayezzid ; and that Aadel Aga should be associated 
with Sftltan Ahmed, in.the possession of Arabian Mk. 

Returning to Sultauniah upon this arrangement, an application was 
conveyed to A&del Aga from the principal inhabitants of Baghdad, 
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soliciting that a person ir> his confidence«iightattend them to that city; 
and engagingthat they would undertake to secure the whole of it, in his 
behalf. In consequence of this, Tfirsoun, a couzin german of his own, 
of established character and reputation in arms, was selected by Aadel 
Aga, to accompany the persons who had promoted the application 
into Arabian Irak, and, with Kowaum-ud-dein Alenjeky as his deputy, 
to assume the government of Baghd&d. On his arrival, Abdulmeiek 
Tumghatchei,whowas in the temporary exercise of authority, attended 
by the party concerned in the assassination of Ameir Ismaeil, pro¬ 
ceeded to visit the new governor; and, with all who accompanied him-, 
was immediately put to death. A treasure of two thousand tomauns 
found in his dwelling, became the prey of an indigent and rapacious 
multitude ; and the whole city being upon this abandoned to sedition, 
and outrage, the money which had been collected for Aadel Aga dis¬ 
appeared in the universal uproar that ensued. 

Intelligence of these disordersand usurpations being, however, early 
eonveyed to Sultan Ahmed, now at Tebreir, he hastened without de¬ 
lay to put an end to them. On the march, he was joined by Shah 
Munsfir the Shirauzian, who had'contrived to effect his escape from. 
Kerrautu ; and Tursoun, having fled from Baghdad, in the direction of 
Yakoubiah, on the approach of the Stiltan, he was immediately pur¬ 
sued and overtaken, and a few days afterwards perished, together with, 
his deputy, by the sword of the executioner. 

Having passed the winter at Baghdad, Sultan Ahmed returned iu 
the spring of seven hundred and eighty five,* into Azerbaijaun ; leav¬ 
ing Shah Munsfir the Shirauzian, whom he neversaw again, well es¬ 
tablished in the countries on the Tigris, and the metropolis of Baghdad 
under the separate government of Khaujah Yalreya the Semnaunian. 
In the neighborhood of Meraughah, he was now opposed in battle by 
the troops of Aadel Aga ; whom he appears to have defeated with con¬ 
siderable slaughter. Aadel Aga retiring upon this to his government 
of Sdltauniah, theSultan proceeded toOujaun; and advaneingshortly 
afterwards with accelerated speed in pursuit otthe Aga, that chief with¬ 
drew at his approach; and entrusting the defence of his capital to one 
in whose fidelity he thought he could rely, made the best of his way 
to Hamadaun. From that place he immediately dispatched to solicit 
tbe assistance of Shah Shujia prince of Shirauz. 

• A. D. 1303.. 
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ShahShujia embraced with avidity the opportunity thus presented, 
of extending his power into Azerbaijaun ; and conducting his troops 
immediately to the station of Oukaun, he was there joined by Sultan 
Bayezzid and Aadel Aga, whom he accompanied shortly afterwards 
into Hamadaun. At that place the agents of Sbltan Ahmed now also 
presented themselves, to demand an interview with the prince of Shir- 
auz ; at which they declared on'the part of their master, that so far as 
related to Sultan Bayezzid his hereditary superior, be was not in the 
slightest degree disposed to withhold fromhim, his just share of power-; 
and that he would very cheerfully subscribe to any arrangement which 
Shah Shujia mightthink it equitable to dictateon that head. But, with 
respect to Aadel, thathewas a refractory and rebellious vassal, who had 
insidiously availed himself of the Shah's protection ; and he trusted 
that he would neither be encouraged in his audacity, nor enabled to ex¬ 
ecute hisunprincipleddesignsofusurpation. Havingalreadyconceived 
the design of discarding Aadel Aga, and of obtaining possession of Sul- 
tauniah for himself, in the name of Sultan Bayezzid, Shah Shujia pro¬ 
ceeded to disclose these views with little reserve to the agents of Sultan 
Ahmed; and the plan was finally resolved on between them. The first 
indication of some secret arrangement, was an order from Shah 

Shujia, that the Tebrizian Ameirs in the service of Sultan Bayezzid, 
should discontinue their visits to Aadel Aga. 

Sfiltan Ahmed now withdrew to Tebreiz ; while his brother Bay¬ 
ezzid, accompanied by Ibrauhim Shah, and Abdulkereim, two of the 
officers of Shah Shujia, to whom he had engaged to assign the entire 
administration of his government, took the road to Shltauniah ; theShir- 
auzian, on his part, confiding to this engagement,proceedingtoShush- 
ter, the capital of Khuzistaun, anciently Susa, On their arrival at 
Sultauniah, nevertheless, Omar Keptchauky, and Mahommed Jem- 
sheid, two principal commanders in the service of Sultan Bayezzid, 
proceeded to dispute both the policy and expediency of committing 
either town or citadel, to the discretion of ShahShujia’s officers ; and 
the result was, that these officers were designedly lodged in a con¬ 
fined and sequestered part of the city, while the Sultan and his court 
took possession of the citadel, without further attending to their si¬ 
tuation in the slightest degree. Hence, reduced to extremity for the 
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- When he had, however, continued in the exercise of his authority 
For a period of fifteen days, Sultan Bayezzid, most unexpectedly, -arrCT 
apparently without provocation, put to death Otnarthe Kcptchaukian, 
one ofhfs most distinguished captains ; and this act of caprifeious cru¬ 
elty' filling the rest of his officers with suspicion and alarm, they all 
immediately fled his coart. And, intelligence of his brother’s folly 
'being soon conveyed to Sultan Ahmed, that prince repaired without 
delay to Sultauniah ; and having obtained possession of the citadel bv 
capitulation, he immediately placed it in a respectable state of defence, 
and established his son Keybouga, a child of two, or perhaps of ten 
years old, in the government, under the tutelage of Tchobaun Kour- 
tchei, possibly his chief engineer. After which consigning the terri¬ 
torial management to Sheikh Mahmud Jandaur? the Sultan returned 
toTebreiz, compelling his brother Bayezzid to bear him company. 
f In these circumstances rutpour widely circulated the intelligence, 
that the irresistible Teymur was on his march towards Ir&k and Azer- 
'bhijauti; and nbt long afterwards, the eiVvoJ^ot-thTtt'celelirated con¬ 
queror, made their appearance at Tebfeiz. S&ltan Ahmed, however, 
declined seeing them until he should have removed to Baghdad ; for 
which-city he immediately directed that they sh.ould proceed under a 
properescort, while he followed himself, at his own convenience. Aa- 
del Aga, whose enterprising ambition continued still unsubdued by 
adverse contingencies, hastened to avail himself of the absence-ofthe 
Sfiltan, and once more obtained possession of Sultauniah ; and being 
-immediately joined'by many thousands in arms, proceeded to fortify 
and secure himself in that city. This produced a renewal of hostilities 
between him and Sultan Ahmed ; in which while tbfey were yet en¬ 
gaged, the gilded crescents on the standards of Teymfar announced 
the actual arrival of that monarch on the frontiers of Barss and Irak 
* Ajem, and drew the attention of the hostile chiefs, from the efforts'df 
mutual extermination, to contendwith the more dreadful evils of for¬ 
eign invasion. 



After havifig, maintained ap'unequal contest with the armies of Tev- 
fnur, for.a period of considerable duration, Sultaiv : AJij»i£d was at Iasi 
constrained to fly for protection to the court of R-A/azet, the monarch of 
the Qthmanlu, or Ottoman Turks, (Jiylderem Bayezzid—Bayezzid .the 
thunderbolt,) with whom he continued, until that prince was called 
uptrrrtcr-defend his own ^cuaainions, on the approach of the same in¬ 
vincible conqueror. He then, in conrpaBjr with KAra Yftssuf the Turk¬ 
man, who had alsosought thq protection of BajazeT^Aerowsuptly so called-, 
withdrew through Syria into Egypt. The Sultan of Egypt, Melek 
Feridje, treated them for some time, with friendly hospitality; but ulti¬ 
mately threw them into prison, with the design of conveying them in 
chains to the presence of the Tcheghataian conqueror. But while he 
was preparing to carry his design into execution, it was fortunately, 
ascertained that death had terminated the fearful career ofTeymur; and 
the two chiefs were immediately set at large, and permitted to make 
the best of their way, S&ltan Ahmed into -Arabian Ir&k, and K&ra 
Yussuf into Azerbaijaun, respectively. Sultan Ahmed contrived with¬ 
out much difficulty to repossess himself of Irak, and Kara Yussuf wtis 
equally successful in reducing Azerbaijaun. But, the Turkman chief 
ll n in~ nrrn"jo" ^ 1 —pvppriitinn to the 
ern Anatolia, his ally, Sultan Ahmed the partner of his exile, and the 
associate of his misfortunes, in direct violation gf his engagements, 
availed himself of the advantage, to enter x\zerbkijaun, and take pos¬ 
session of Tebreiz. This perfidious breach of contract was not long 
without its punishment. Kara Yussuf returned frqm his expedition, 
and at the distance of two farsangs, or about eight miles from Tebreiz, 
on Friday the twenty fifth of the latter Rebbeia, of the 812th of the 
Hidjerah,* gave battle to his faithless ally. In this Sultan AJwMPfMts 
totally defeated; and endeavoring to conceal himsg^witMn tflg ci|$r, 
he Was the same night discovered and put to death by his indighant 
conqueror, after having held a precarious authority* for Seven and twen¬ 
ty years four months and ten days. With him terminated the power 
of the family of Jull&eir, which commenced, as-We have already seen, 
with Arneir Llussunthe Eylkhaunian, the son in law of Ameir Tcho- 
baun Yelduz so often mentioned in the preceding pages. 

* September 8th, (109, 
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The concluding events of the reign of Sfkltan Ahmed Jullaeir, have 
been thus briefly anticipated, in order to hasten to the more important 
subject of the history of Teymitr ; which will be presented to the rea¬ 
der in the subsequent volume-^-if it be permitted to the author of these 
pages to hope for the continuation of life and health, to prosecute his 
design to its termination. 


END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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